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PREFACE 


As was stated in the preface of the first volume of the translation 
of Maatjnr-nl-Vmara , the printing of the translation of this work by 
the late Mr. Henry Beveridge was started in 1911. 3 double fascicles 
of 200 pages each were issued uptil 1914, and the printing of the 
first volume dealing with bibliographies up to the end of letter ‘L’ 
was concluded in 1941. It has taken 11 years for the second volume 
to be printed. While apologizing for the great delay in the comple¬ 
tion of this work, it has to be pointed out that this was due to the 
Second World War and its aftermath. Further, owing to my leaving 
Calcutta for Baharas in 1942 and later transfer to New Delhi, I, in 
view of my more urgent official duties, found it impossible to spare 
any time for this work. In 1945, however, I again took up the work 
seriously, and the completed manuscript was sent to the Society for 
printing about the end of 1947- The delay in printing was due to 
various reasons. After the typescript consisting of 1,187 pages had 
been revised by Dr. Hari Ram Gupta of the Historical Section of the 
Ministry of Finance, who very kindly undertook this work at the 
request of the Society, it was sent to the press on 30th January, 1950, 
and it has taken nearly 3 years for the press to complete the printing. 
It has thus taken 46 years since the late Mr. Beveridgee started the 
translation of this important biographical dictionary of the Moghul 
period in 1906. Here it may not be out of place to mention that the 
printing of translations of the two Persian works which the late Mr. 
Beveridge carried out for the Society extended over very many years, 
and in neither case was completed before the death of the author on 
8th November, 1929. The translation of the first work, the Akbar- 
ndma, took over 20 years, and was completed in 1921, when Mr. 
Beveridge was 84 years old, but the last volume of this work was not 
published till 1939, ten years after his death.* No mention is made 

* Sec Lord Beveridge’s India Called Them, page 367, footnote (London, 1947). 
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of the translation of the Maathir-ul-Vmara in the admirable biography 
of his parents entitled "India Called Them” by Lord Beveridge, but 
this work, as has been noted above, was started in 1906, and though 
its printing was started in 1911 it has taken over 40 years for the 
work to be completed. While this is unfortunate, I am glad to have 
been able to complete this work and even at this late date to make it 
available to students of Indian History. 

The first volume dealt with 361 biographies, up to the end of the 
letter ‘L’, while the present volume consists of 370 biographies. As 
there are two biographies of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah (Nos. 495a 
and b), only one of these is included in the above number. The 
Epilogue (No. 725a) is also not included in this calculation. The 
numbers for the different letters are ns follows ; — 


M 115 

N 19 

P 7 

G 29 

R 33 

S 104 

T 19 

Th 2 

U 3 

W 7 

Y 10 

Z 6 

Dir 6 

Appendix 10 


Total 370 


In the Appendix are included 10 biographies which had been 
omitted in the earlier printed account either through oversight or 
the author probably wanted to include these under some other letter. 
With regard to the number of biographies, as will be seen from the 
index to this volume, 731 biographies excluding the one in duplicate 
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and che Epilogue referred to above, are included in the two volumes of 
this work. This number differs from that given in the preface to the 
table of contents by the son of the author, as is discussed in a 
foot-note by Mr. Beveridge on page 32 of the first volume of the 
translation. 

At the end I have included an index of names as arranged in the 
three volumes of the text with the corresponding numbers and pages 
in che two volumes of the translation. This should enable scholars 
to refer to the original text and the translation* without any difficulty. 

With reference to the general format of the translation I have 
nothing to add to what was detailed in my preface to the first volume 
of the translation, but it is necessary to add that the completion of 
this volume involved a great deal more of time and labour, as not 
only a great part of the manuscript had become illegible, but many 
biographies were missing. It was, therefore, easier to include new 
translations rather than try to complete the incomplete manuscript. 
The names in the contents and the Text Index are given as in the 
translation. In spite of all the care taken in correcting the proofs a 
number of mistakes have remained uncorrected, and for these I crave 
the indulgence of the readers. 

In conclusion, I have to offer my thanks to the Council and 
Officers of the Society for the interest they have taken in the 
completion of this work. I have also to record here my thanks to 
the successive General Secretaries whose interest made it possible for 
the work to be completed. 

50A, Theatre Road, 

Calcutta, 16. Baini Prashad 

4th November , 1952. 
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The Maathir-ul-Umara 


MADHO SINGH HARA' 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 453-456). 

He was the second son of Rao Ratan. In the first year of Shah 
Jahan’s reign he was confirmed 2 * in his earlier rank of 1,000 with 600 
horse. In the second year he went in pursuit of Khan Jahan Lodi, 
and in the 3rd year, after the arrival of the royal retinue in the Deccan 
he was in the army commanded by Shayista Khan. Later he was 
appointed, along with Saiyid Muzaffar Khan, to pursue Khan Jahan 
Lodi who had left the Deccan and gone towards Malwa. As they 
pressed on in pursuit of the bewildered fugitive, they came up with 
him, and he was obliged to dismount from his horse. In the fight 
Madhu Singh, who commanded Mazaffar Khan's vanguard, struck ' 
him with a spear. For this good service his rank was raised to 2,000 
with 1,000 horse, and he was granted a standard. When his father 
Rao Ratan died in the same year, the Emperor increased his rank by 
500 with 500 horse, and granted him the parganas of Kotah Bllatha 4 
in fief. In the 6th year he accompanied Sultan Shuja 1 to the Deccan, 
and after the death of Mahabat Khan, the governor of the Deccan, he 
was appointed by Khan Dauran the governor ( Siibahdar ) of Burhanpur. 

At this time the disturbances of Sahu Bhonsle took place in the 
neighbourhood of Daulatabad. Khan Dauran at the head of a 

1 Hada in the text is a copyist’s error for Hara, the Rajput tribe inhabiting 
Haravati or Harouti which “comprehends two principalities, namely, Kotah and 
Bcondi" vide Todd, Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan (1914 ed.j, II, p. 354. 

2 Badshahnama, I, p, 184. 3 Badshahnama , I, p. 350. 

4 Taken from Badshahnama, p. 401, where it is Kotah and Palaitha; tht 
Kota and Palatiah of Jarrett’s translation of A in, II, p. 275. They were twe 

large parganas in Sarkar Ranthambhor. Kotah is a State in Rajputana, see 
Imperial Gazetteer, XV, pp. 410-424. 
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detachment went out to chastise him and Madhu Singh was left to 
defend Burhanpur. Later, in the 7th year he was appointed with 
Khan Dauran to punish Jujhar Singh Bundela, After coming to 
Chanda on the day when Nsknam the uncle of Bahadur Khan Rohila 
fought and lay wounded in the field, Madhu Singh gallopped 1 forward 
to Neknam’s right and killed some of the rebels and put others to 
flight. Afterwards in company with Saiyid Muhammad, the eldest 
son of Khan Dauran, he overtook the foe, who were on the act of 
performing the jobar 2 (sacrifice) of their family and killed several of 
them. After coming to the Court his rank was increased to 3,000 with 
1,600 horse. In the 9th year when Burhanpur was adorned by the 
arrival of the victorious standards (of Shah Jahan) and three armies 
were appointed to chastise Saint Bhonsle, and to devastate the country 
of 1 Adil Khan, Madhu Singh went off with Khan Dauran. On his 
return when he waited (on the Lmperor) in the 10th year, lus rank 
was raised to 3,000 with 2,000 horse. In the 11 th year he was 
deputed to Kabul in attendance on Sultan Shtija 1 . In the 13th year 
he accompanied Prince Murad Bakjasb to Kabul. On the Prince’s 
return in the 14th year his rank was graciously increased to 
3,000 with 2,300 horse. In the 16th year he had an increase of 
500 horse. In the 18th year he was sent to assist Amir-ul-Umara 
(‘All Mardan), governor of Kabul, who had been ordered to conquer 
Badalthshan. Afterwards he went to Balkh in attendance on Murad 


Bakhsh. When that prince left the country and Sultan Muhammad 
Aurangzlb was nominated to succeed him, Madhu Singh, for a time, 
was appointed to guard the fort of Balkh, which service he performed 
faithfully. When the late prince according to the orders of lus father, 
restored the country to Nadhr Muhammad ruler of that area and 
returned, Madhu Singh after reaching Kabul was ordered to leave the 
Prince, and in the 21st year be returned to the Court and obtained 
leave to go home. After some time he died in 1057' 1 A.H. (1647 


1 Badshdhrtama, I, pt. 2, p. 113. 2 Ibid., p. 115. 

3 Todd, of. cit., p. 409, states that “Madhu Sing was born S. 1621 (A.D. 
1565)” and that he died in S. 1687 or 1630 A.D., and left 5 children. 
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A.D.). A separate account has been given of his son Mukand 
Singh Hara. 


MAOHO SINGH KACHWAHA 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 321, 322). 

He was ciie son of Raja Bhagwan Diis. Madhu Singh was in 
attendance on Emperor Akbar when in the 17th year he rushed off to 
chastise Ibrahim H usain Mirza, and fought a battle with him at 
Sarnil, a town in Ahmadnagar province. He always followed the 
Emperor. In the 3oth year when an army under Mirza Shahrukh 
was despatched to take Kashmir, and a battle took place with Ya'qub, 
the landowner of that country, Madhu Singh displayed great courage 
and was commended. In the 31st year when Saiyid Hamid Bokharl 
was killed in Peshawar, Madhu Singh, in accordance with the King’s 
orders, accompanied his father’s army and went 2 3 from thdna Langar 
(Langarkot) which belonged to him, to 'All Masjid where Kanwar 
Man Singh was stationed. In the qoth year he had the rank of 
1,500, and in the 46th year his rank’ was 3,000 with 2,000 horse. 
His son Satar (Chatar) Sal about the end of Jahangir’s reign held the 
rank of 1,500 with 1,000 horse. In the first year of Shah Jahan’s 
reign he was confirmed in that rank and was ordered to accompany 
Khan Jahan Lodi, the governor of Maiwa, who was sent to chastise 

1 See Bluchniami s translation of Ain, l (2nd cdn.), pp. 560, 461. 

2 Akbarnama, Text III, pp. 492, 510, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 745, 

778, and note 2. Beveridge remarks that according to Badayuni (vide Lowe’s 
translation of Vol. II, p. 366) Madhu Singh was at Ohind or Und some 15 

miles above Actock on the west bank of the Indus, and not at Langarkot. 

3 Jahangir in Tuzuk-i-Jahangirt (Regers & Beveridge’s translation) I, p. 17, 

speaks of a Madhu Singh who was nephew of Raja Man Singh, and so also in 
the Akbarnama, Text III, p. 833, Beveridge’s translation HI, p. 1249, note 1, 
and Bddsbihnama I, p. 305. But on p. 56 Jahangir mentions Mfdhfi Singh as the 
biuthcr of his wife (who was a daughter of Bhagwan Das—see Blochmann, 

op. tit., p. 3/535 wh'le in the A'irt op. cil, p. 460, he is called the son of 

Bhagwan Diis. 
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Jujhar Singh Bundlla who had raised his head in revolt. In the 3rd 
year, when the Deccan was the royal headquarters, he and Raja Gaj 
Singh were appointed to devastate the country of Nizam-uI-Mulk. 
On the day of battle, as he was stationed in the rear and the enemy 
suddenly attacked it, he 1 and his two sons BhTm Singh and Anand 
Singh bravely laid down their lives in the service of their master. 
Another son Ugar Sen obtained suitable rank 2 . 


(RAJA) MAHA SINGH 
(Vol. II, pp. 174-176) 

He was the son of Raja Jagat Singh son of Kanwar Man Singh 
Kachwaha. After his father’s death he succeeded him and had 
charge of the government of Bengal. In the 45th year of Akbar’s 
reign when the Bengal Afghans created a disturbance, he was still 
young 3 4 , and Pratap Singh brother of Raja Man Singh—who was his 
manager—w.as easy going and careless, and fought a battle with the 
Afghans near Bhadrak. He was defeated and many Rajputs were 
killed, and Maha Singh was unable to consolidate his position. In 
the 47th year when Jalal Khukarwal and QadI Mu’min stirred up 
strife in the province (Bengal) he showed bravery 1 in repressing them. 
In the 50th year his rank was 2,ooo 5 with 300 horse. In the 2nd 


1 Bddsbahnama, I. p. 305, and id. i, pi. 2, p. 305. Satar Sal is there called 
the son cf Madhu Singh who was the brother's son of Man Singh. 

2 Badsbabnatna, !, p. 306, and id. I, pt. 2, p. 314, where his rank is given 
as 800 with 400 horse. The name is written there as Ugar Sen. 

3 He could only have been in his teens, as he was only 32 years old when 
he died in die 12th year of Jahangir's reign in 1026 A.H. (1617 A.D.)—sec 
Ttizuk-i-fabangm (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation) T, p. 377. 

4 For details of the fighting see Akbarnama, Text III, pp. 808, 809, Be¬ 
veridge’s translation III, pp. 1212-1215. In the latter werk notes are added on 
the various localities. 

5 Akbarndma, Text III, p. 839, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 1257- 
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year of Jahangir’s reign he was appointed' to the Bangash campaign, 
and in the 3rd year a marriage present of Rs. 80,000 was sent and 
his sister entered 2 the royal harem and Raja Man Singh presented 
sixty elephants as a part of the dowry. In the 3th year he received 
a flag, and 111 the same year he was appointed to chastise Bikramajlt 
the landholder of Bandhti, 3 who had rebelled. His rank was raised 
in the 7th year by 300 foot with 500 horse. After Man Singh’s 
death, as Jahangir made Bhau Singh the head of the elan, he granted 
an increase of 500 foot to Malta Singh and sent him a robe of 
honour and a decorated dagger, and gave him Bandhu as a fief. In 
the 10th year he was granted the title of Raja, and w as honoured 
with the gift of a kettle-drum 4 . In the t ith year he had an increase 
of 300 foot and 500 horse, and in the 12th year, 1026 A. H. 
(1617 A.D.) he died at Balapur in Bcriir". His son is Mlrza Raja 
Jai Singh 8 of whom a separate account is given. 

MAHABAT KHAN HAIDARABADI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 627-632) 

He was known as Muhammad Ibrahim qamar baz (the gambler). 
He was a Persian by birth. He became an Am'tr in the time of 
Abul Hasan Qutb Shah 7 the ruler of Telang (Golconda). When 
Saiyid Muzaffar, who had long 8 been the Prime Minister, was dis- 

1 .Sec- Iitzuk, loc. cit., p. in. 

2 luzuk, loc. cit., pp. 144, 145. 

3 See Janctt's translation of A‘in, 11 , p. 157. In note 9 on the same page 
hr identifies it with Banda in the United Provinces, Imperial Gazetteer, V], 
PP- 347 ' 35 6 - 

4 Tiizttk loc. cit.. p, 297. 3 liizuk, loc. cit., p. 377. 

6 Maathir-ul-Vmara. (Text 111 , 5^8-577; English translation vol. I, p, 731- 
734 - 

7 For Abul Hasan Quth Shah or Tana Shah see Khafi Khan, II, pp. 309-313 
and Sir [adunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, IV, pp. 322-386. 

8 Saiyid Muzaffar became the Prime Minister after Saiyid Ahmad when 
Abul Hasan was crowned King of Golconda in 1672. He was, however, soon 
superseded by his Brahman factotum Madanna who was given the tide of Surya 
Prokash Rao ee Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 333, 333. 
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misscd, the management o£ affairs passed into the hands of the two 
vile Brahman brothers Madanna 1 and Akkana. They were the leaven 
of deceit and intrigue and became the authors of the destruction of 
that eminent dynasty. Though they brought forward their own 
caste men and the Deccnnls and intrigued against the Mughals, and 
the foreigners, the Khan used cunning, tact and flattery and the tw»o 
brothers strove to please and to obey him. Accordingly, he was 
appointed to a high office, and was the head of the army, and had 
the title of .Khalil Ullah Khan Paiang Hamla (leopard attacker). The 
posy on the stone of his ring was: 

Verse 

By the kindness of the King and the illustrious Pandits Ibrahim 
became general and Khalil Ullah Khan 2 . 

At the time when the standards of Anrang2lb were casting their 
shadows over the Deccan, the first item decided upon for the royal 
armies was the conquest of Bijapur, and Prince Muhammad A‘zam 
Shah was appointed with a large force to this task. When this 
undertaking was protracced, the King marched from Aurangabad to 
Ahmadnagar, and later went and encamped at Sholapur. Suddenly 
a letter, 3 4 which Abul Hasan had writen to his envoy 1 ( Hdjib ), who 
was -With the victorious army, came to the King’s notice. Its purport 
was that up to now he (Abul Hasan) had observed the proper dictates 
of respect. But as AurangAb, considering that Sikandar was an 
orphan and helpless, had besieged Bijapur, it was necessary that in 
addition to the large army of Bijapur, Raja Sambha should come to 

1 hot Madanna sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. tic., pp. 352-355- The name of 
the brother is given as Akna in i Khan, II, p. 292 and Akkana by Sir 
ladunath. 

2 j^hilil Ullah—the friend of God—is Abraham s title. 

3 See Maathir-i 'Alam^iri. p. 260. 

4 fjiijib is frequently used in the work, and apparently means an envoy or 
ambassador. According to the Maathii-i-'Alarngiri, p. 259 there were two envoys 
of Bijapur, Muhammad Ma’surn and Muhammad Ja'far in the Prince’s Camp 
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the assistance of Sikandar with his large hordes, and that he (Abul 
Hasan) should be ready for battle with 40,000 cavalry under the 
leadership of Khalil Ullab Khan Palang Hamla. It will then be seen 
on which froncs Aurangzib will be able to meet and repel his enemies. 
This enraged Aurangzib, who said “Wc had postponed the gripping 
of this sugar-selling, monky-leading lutanist 1 , but now that the hen 
has begun to crow, we must not delay any longer.” In spite of the 
prolongation of the Bijapiir compaign Prince Shah ‘Alam Bahadur and 
Khan Jahan Kokaltash were ordered, in the end of the 28th year, 
to chastise Abul Hasan. Khalil Ullah Khan with Shaikh Minhaj, who, 
while in the Bijapiir service, had slam by guile Khidr Khan Pani, bad 
joined Abul Hasan, and acquired a great name—as well as Rustam Rao 
the cousin of Madanna—encountered the Prince, and fought against 
him several times, and gave proofs of their courage. One day they 
attacked Khan Jahan in such large numbers that he was nearly driven 
off, but a furious 2 elephant of Raja Ram Singh broke its chain and 
rushed forward among the enemy’s troops. Many horses of the 
leading officers reared up, and two of the riders were thrown down, 
and so great a confusion was caused that it resulted in their defeat. 
On another occasion the battle with the Prince lasted for three days, 
and many of the imperial officers were wounded. At last the Teling 
troops, which were defeated, took to flight. The Prince halted and 
did not pursue them. This improper delay in spite of the exertions 
of the Prince during the battle displeased Aurangzib, and a farman 
of censure was issued. The Prince sent a message to Muhammad 
Ibrahim, the general, to the effect that in consequence of the forbear¬ 
ance with which he (the Prince) had treated him, he had been cen- 


t Maathir-ul- Alam girt, p. 261, tile words arc j\y in place of 

jl^J The phrase in rhe Text is y >n Maathir, and 

is translated above as sugar-selling. 

2 I£hafi Khan, II, p. 2<)8. 
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sured. If he would surrender the parganas Kohlr 1 and Siram, which 
are on the borders of the province of Bldar, he (the Prince) would have 
something to show as the reason for his interceding for Abul Hasan. 
Ibrahim listened to this proposal, and assented to ir, but Rustam Rao 
and other ignorant men said that they had tied these parganas to the 
points of their spears, and were prepared for war. There was a rene¬ 
wal of hostilities. One day there was such an onset that the enemy 
had driven before them the elephant on which Ral Bindraban, the 
Prince’s Divan, was riding. Saiyid ‘Abdulah Khan Barah, in spice 
of receiving a wound from a rocket 2 on his lip reached the Divan and 
rescued him from the enemy. On that day the wife of Ghairac Khan 
the Prince’s BakhshI was killed by a rocket in the howdah of an ele¬ 
phant. The battle raged from morning till evening. Next day the 
Deccanls in their pride sent a message that the just course was that 
the armies on each side should stand still and that the leaders should 
fight with one another. The Prince replied that though there was 
little gain in this proposal on his side, in view of the fact that the 
Deccanls were practised in sword-play and in lance-throwing, yet he 
was agreeable to it provided they put chains on the legs of their 
elephants, so that the Dcccanis in the end might not run away—an 
act which is regarded as disgraceful with the imperialists, but is 
considered as clever by the Dcccanis. The Deccanls replied that they 
do not fight with chains on their legs. The Prince replied: "Nor 
do we fight and run away.” At last the animosity which had existed 
from old times between the foreigners and sons of foreigners and tlie 
Deccanls, manifested itself. Abul Hasan’s force dispersed and went 
off to Haidarabad. The Prince (Shah ‘Alam) pursued them. The 
Deccanls made Abul Hasan suspicious of Khalil Ullah Khan’s 


1 Parganas Siram and Ragir in F^hafi J^han, II,.p. 296, but Siram and Kiv 
p. 301 where the details of the message sent to Muhammad Ibrahim the Com- 
mander-in-Chief of Haidarabad army are also given. 

2 It was the stick of the rocket, which struck him; 

Khan. II, p. 304. 
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fidelity and ascribed the defeat to him. Madanna, who had no love 
for the Mughals, impressed upon Abiil Hasan that Khalil Uilah Kh an 
wanted to enter the imperial service, and that he should be imprisoned. 
Consequently Khalil Uilah near Haidarabad, in the 29th year, joined 
the Prince, and on his recommendation received 1 the rank of 6,000 
and the title of Mahabat Khan. In the same year he paid his respects 
to Aurangzib at Sholiipiir, and received a prescnc of Rs.50,000 etc. 
In the 30th year, after the conquest of Bijapur, on the death of Hasan 
‘Ali KJhan Bahadur ‘Alamgirshahi, he was appointed governor of Berar. 
Afcer the conquest of Haidarabad he, in the 31st year, received an 
increase of 1,000 foot and 1,000 horse. In the same year he was 
made governor of the Panjab. In che 32nd year he died. The 
words “Mahabat Khan” give the date 2 3 of his death. Muhammad 
Mansur his grandson arrived from Iran soon after Mahabat Khan had 
joined the royal service, and was appointed to the rank of 1,500 foot 
and 500 horse, and given the title of Makraniat Khan, 

MAHABAT KHAN KHAN-KHANAN 
COMMANDER-IN-CHIEF 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 3^5-409) 

His name was Zamana J BSg, and he was the son of Ghaiyur Beg 
Kabuli. They were Saiyids of tire Radavi family. Accordingly his 
son Khan Zaman in his history has given the genealogy up to 
Hadrat Imam Musa-al-Rada. HI is ancestors were all regarded as 
great men and possessed of influence. Ghaiyur Beg came from 
Shiraz to Kabul and settled in one of the districts there. He was 
enrolled as one of the cavaliers of Mirza Muhammad Hakim. Afcer 

1 Maathir-t-'Alamgiri, p. 269. 

2 1099 A.H., 1688 A.D. Sec Maathir-i-‘Alamgin p. 383, where an account 
of his appointment as governor of Lahore etc. is given. 

3 The beginning of the biography is translated in Elliot, VII, p. 190 et scq. 
A summary is also included in Blochmnnn’s translation of Ain, I (znd edn.), 
pp, 338, 359 in the account of Man-Khanan Mirza ‘Abd-ur-Rahim. 


1 
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thc Mlrza’s death he succeeded in entering Akbar’s service and distin¬ 
guished himself at the siege of Chittor. Zamana Beg while young 
entered the service of Prince Salim as an Ahadi, and rendered such 
good service that he quickly obtained a suitable mansab' and was made 
Bakhshi of the Shagird-pesba (ministerial servants). 

When the Ujjainiya Raja (the Raja of Bhojpur) came to Allahabad 
after concluding a treaty with Mu‘zzam Khan Fathpuri (Bayazld) 
and waited on the Prince, he had a large retinue which filled the city 
and the neighbourhood, Wherever he went, whether it was public 
or private, the place was full of his men. This annoyed the Prince, 
and one night he privately said : “What should be done to this boor 
( Gawar )?” Zamana Beg replied, “If an order is passed, I will finish him 
off this very night”. On receiving approval he started with one 
attendant. After midnight he came to the Raja s lodging where he 
was lying drunk and asleep in his tent. He left a servant at the 
entrance, and sent out the Raja’s men saying that the Prince had sent 
a secret message. He entered the rent and cut off the Raja’s head. 
This he wrapped in a shawl and came out, and told the men that no 
one must enter till he brought back an answer. He threw down the 
head before the Prince. At once an order was issued to plunder the 
Raja’s camp. His men coming to know of this order dispersed. His 
cash and goods were confiscated, and Zamana Beg received the title of 
Mahabat Khan. In the beginning of Jahangir’s reign he received 
the rank of j.ooo 1 2 , and was appointed to the expedition against the 
Rana. The expedition had not advanced very far, and he had only 
after fixing up the posts ( thanas ) in the outer range of lulls started 
to advance into the inner hills, when he was recalled to the Court, and 
was ordered to accompany Shah Jah.ln to the Deccan. In the 12th 


1 Tuzuk-i-jahangiri (Roger;, & Beveridge) l, p. 24, and Iqbalnama-i-labanpn. 
p. 4. In the latter work the name of the father is wrongly given as Ghafur Beg. 

2 According ro f£hafi Khan I, p. 259, he received the rank of 3,000 with 
2,000 horses, For a detailed chart of Mahabat Khan’s offices sec Banarsi Prasad, 
History of Jahangir, p. 195, note 25. 
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year he was appointed governor of Kabul' on the transfer of Shah 
Beg Khan. Owing, however, co the predominating position and 
influence of Ptimad-ud-Daula, who was not on good terms with him, 
he wanted co go from Kabul to 'Iraq. Consequently he received a 
cordial invitation by letter from Shah ‘Abbas Safavi. But Kh anazad 
Khan Khan Zaman managed cleverly to scare away his men and so he 
had to give up the idea. 

When in the 17th year at the instigation of Ntir Jahan Bggam 
there was a disagreement between Jahangir and the heir-apparent 
Prince Shah Jahan, and this resulted in an open war, the task of 
conducting the campaign against the Prince was assigned co Mahabat 
Khan who was summoned from Kabul. At first owing to his dislike 
of Begam he did not agree, but after being reassured 2 3 4 , he came to the 
Presence. When ‘Abdullah Khan deserted' 1 the royal vanguard and 
joined Shah Jahan’s forces, Jahangir in view of his distrust of Asaf 
Khan, the commander of the army, summoned him and Khwaja Abul 
Hasan to the Presence. There was a great commotion in the camp, 
and Mahabat Khan divining the marks of the success of Shah Jahan 
(in the struggle) sent offers of loyalty to him through ‘Abd-ur-Rahini 
Khan-Khanan. He also represented chat if he was pardoned and 
his safety assured, he would render faithful service. At the moment 
his advice was that chc Prince should recall his army and roll up the 
carpec of strife, and himself proceed to Miindu, where he would 
receive a grant ( sanad) restoring to him his former fiefs under Jahan¬ 
gir’s seal 1 . The Prince, who was always anxious to please his revered 
father, resolved ac the instigation of Khan-Khanan to turn back. 
Later when Sultan Parvlz arrived from Allahabad, Mahabat Khan 

i Jiha Beg Khan Khi»n Dauian was transferred as the Governor of Thatha, 
and Mahabat i£han appointed to Kabul and Bangash, see Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri 
(Rogers & Beveridge), I, p. 397. 

i Iqbalnama-i-ldhangiri , p iyg; l^hafi Khan, I, pp. 232, 233, 

3 lqbalnama-i-Jahangiri, p. 202; see also Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, 
p. 354, and Banarsi Prasad, History of S hah jahan, p. 45. 

4 This double dealing of Mahabat £han is not detailed in anv of the works, 
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with the help of other opportunists made most of the occasion, 
and induced the King to march to Ajmer', and to appoint 
Sultan Parviz under the guardianship of Mahabat Khan to the 
pursuit ot the Prince. The latter went from Mandu to Burhan¬ 
pur and from there resolved to proceed to Bengal through Telin- 
gana. Mahabat Khan in company with Sultan Parviz came to 
Burhanpur, and addressed himself to the task of arranging the 
affairs of the Deccan. Meanwhile an order was received 1 2 3 that they 
should, setting their mind at ease about the administration of the 
Deccan, proceed immediately to Allahabad so that in case the governor 
of Bengal was unable to check the Prince’s (Shah Jahan’s) advance, 
they must be there to oppose him. 

Mahabat Khan in a short time through Ins exertions made the 
Deccan princes join the circle of the loyal and devoted adherents of 
the Kingdom. Malik ‘Ambar again sent his agent" proposing that 
he would make his son a servant of the State, and would wait on him 
at Dewalgaon and requested that the affairs of the province be made 
over to him. But as ‘Adil Khan Bijapur, who had always been at 
variance and war with him (Malik 'Ambar) sent Mulla Muhammad 
Lari his Prime Minister with 5,000 cavalry so that they might serve 
continually as the King’s faithful auxiliaries, Mahabat Khan gave up 
the idea of an alliance with Malik ‘Ambar, and left Mulla Muhammad 
Lari and Rao Ratan Hard also called Sarbuland Rai at Burhanpur, and 
himself started with Prince Parviz in the height of the rains and 
traversing the clay and mud of Malwa reached the province of 
Allahabad. The armies opposed each other for some days near Tons, 


1 TUzuk-i-hfhaujnn (Rogers & Beveridge!, II, pp. 258, Iqbalnanm-i 

Idhangiri, p. 204; Khafi j£han, 1 p. 337. 

2 Tliis account cf Mahabat Khan’s campaign against Shah Jahan in Maathir 
nl-Umara is somewhat confused, and the sequence cf the events is not accurate. 
For connected accounts sec Beni Prasad, op. at., pp. 351-386, and Banarsi Prasad, 
op. at., pp. 40-52. 

3 l/jhalnama-t-liihangm, pp. 223, 224. I he name of Malik Ambar’s agent 
was ‘All Sher Habshi, see also Khafi i£han. I, pp. 347 . 34 ^- 
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Prince Shah Julian on account of the small number ot his troops did 
not consider it advisable to risk a pitched battle, but the exaggerations 
and importunities of Raja Bhlin, who was one ol the royal confidants, 
caused to happen what actually did happen. When the situation 
became critical, ‘Abdullah Khan XakhmT (the wounded) seized Shah 
Jahan’s rems (horse) and by urgent importunity led him away from the 
battlefield 1 2 . 

It so happened that Malik ‘Ambar grew suspicious of the alliance 
of ‘Add Shah with the royal army and marched from JCjiirki with 
Nizani-ul-Mtilk. 1 Jc left his family and goods at Qandahar, and came 
to the borders of Qutb-uhMulk s territory. He exacted from him the 
fixed animal subsidy for the expenses of the army. Then he suddenly 
attacked the city of Bldar, plundered it and marched to Bijapur. ‘Add 
Shah shut himself up there and sent couriers to summon Mulla 
Muhammad Lari, and wrote to Mahabat Khan requesting that the 
royal troops should also help him on this occasion. Mahabat Khan, 
who was at Allahabad, instructed Sarbuland Rai to depute Lashkar 
Khan with Jadii Rai, UdajI Ram and all the officers of Balaghat. Malik 
‘Ambar hearing of this vainly complained that he also was a royal 
servant, and had committed no crime for which he should be punished. 

I le requested that lie should be left alone to deal with his enemy. No 
one listened to him, and he was obliged to fight" 1 . Mulla Muhammad 

1 Tuzuk -i-Jahangir) (Rogers & Beveridge) II, pp. 294-296; Iqbalnama i 
Jahangir), pp, 231-324; KJiafi Khan, I, pp. 552, 353. In the above works it is 
"Abdullah Khan and not ’Abdullah Khan Zakhmi who led Shah Jahan’s horse 
away from the battlefield. The battle took place at Damdama near the junction of 
tilt* Tons and the Canges in 1624 A.D., sec Cambridge History of India, IV, 
p. 173. A legendary account of the battle and Raja Bhim’s death is given in Todd, 
Annals and Antiquities of Rajasthan (1914 edn.) I, pp. 294, 294. 

2 Battle of Bhaturi, see Maathir-ublhnara. Text I, p. 140, and Beveridge’s 
translation, p. 269. In Iqbalnama-i-Jahangtri the battle is described on pp. 236, 
237, but the name of the place is not given; it is only stated that it look place at 
a place 5 kos from Ahmndnagar. Khrfi I£hSn, I, p. 348. also follows Iqbalnama s 
account. The chronogram gives the Hijri year 1034, which corresponds to 1624-25 
A.D.; but Iqbalnama (op. (it) includes it in the 19th year of the reign, and 
Khafi Khan (op. rtf.) and Beveridge (loc, rtf.) definitely describe it as in 1033 
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was accidentally killed and Jiidu Rai and UdajI Ram turned away 
without exerting themselves. Twenty five leaders of ‘Adil Shah’s army 
and the royal forces with the exception of Khanjar Khan, the governor 
of Ahmadnagar, and Jan Sipar Khan, the Faujddr of Bir, who with a 
few of their men managed to escape from the field and reached home 
safe all other officers, numbering 42 including Lashkar Khan and Mirza 
Manuchihr, were taken prisoners, and remained for a long time in 
prison at Daulatabad. 

The chronogram of the event is ‘ dinbar fath kard (‘Ambar was 
victorious, 1034 A. H., 1624 A.D.) It is said that when Malik 
‘Atnbnr, who had no literary background, heard this chronogram, 
said: '‘Where is the point, even a child knows that “Ainbnr was 
victorious”. Both he and ‘Adil Shall wrote several times to Shall 
Jahan begging him to come to the Deccan. He returned from Bengal 
and with Malik ‘Ambar’s army and Yaqut Khan Habslu besieged 
Burhanpur. On hearing of this disturbance in the Deccan Mahabat 
Khan according to orders, rapidly returned from Bengal with Sultan 
Parvrz, When lie reached Sarangpur in Malwa, Fida’l Khan 1 showed 
him a farmati stating that Khan Jahan from Gujarac had been appoint¬ 
ed in place of Mahabat Khan, and directing that the latter was to 
remain as the governor of Bengal. Sultan Parvlz did not agree to 
this arrangement and separation. Another order was received that it 
Mahabat Khan was not willing to go to Bengal he should return 10 
the Court, and Khanazad Khan 2 who till then had been his father’s 
deputy in Kabul, was recalled and sent to Bengal to take charge of 
the province. Asaf Khan on account of his enmity (with Mahabat 

A.H. As the battle took place in 1633, it must have taken place in the first hall 
of the year. Beni Prasad, of. ctt., p. 382 gives an account of the battle, but does 
not give its date. 

r' Iab 7 dmma-i-jahangm, p. 245. 

2 The son and heir of Mahabat Khan. His name was Aman Ullah, but he 
received the title cf Khanzad f£han when he was appointed as his father’s deputy 
in Kabul. Later in Shah Jahan’s reign he received the title of l^han Zairian. For 
his ac count sec Maa tbir-til-Umara, Tcxi I, pp. 740-748, Beveridge’s translation, 

pp. 212-219. 
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Khan) appointed ‘Arab Dast Ghaib, 1,000 Ahadl soldiers to bring 
Mahabat Khan to the Court. Mahabat Khan was consequently 
obliged to leave Burhanpur. Sultan (Parvus) accompanied him ns far 
as Serai Bihiirl. Mahabat Khan wished to take some mansabdars 
with him, but badil Khan the Divan of the Deccan showed a farman 
stating that as he was guilty, he was forbidden from taking anyone 
with him. Mahabat Khan said ; “The Court secretaries have given a 
wrong advice, the Sovereign, (they shall sec) will in the end repent of 
ibis summons. ’ After his arrival at Rnnthambhorc he began to take 
precautionary measures. The Rana also gave him 1,000 good troopers 
to accompany him. It is said that ‘Arab Dast Ghaib' also arrived 
at this place, and that Mahabat Khan said to him: “I know the 
business for which you have come. I am going. You need not make 
any speeches.” He started with 6,000 horses 1 2 of whom 4,000 were 
Rajputs and 2,000 Mughals, Saiyids, Shaikhs and Afghans. 

As the King was preparing to go to Kabul, it was reported that 
Mahfibat Khan had arrived. He sent him a message that he could 
not be allowed to pay his respects until he had satisfied the King’s 
demands and had explained his conduct towards the Bengal fief-holders 
whose lands he had taken possession of. He also heard that Asaf 
Khan had made a plan for imprisoning him 3 . He had arranged 
that on the day when the encampment was on the bank of the Jhelum, 
and after the whole army and the camp had crossed the river, and 
the King with his bodyguard alone was left on this bank of the river, 
and when Mahabat Khan would come to pay his respects, the King 
would take his hand, put him into the boat and take him with him. 
The bridge would then be broken down and his men would, therefore, 

1 According 10 lc]balnama-i-Jahangiri, p. 248, ‘Arab Dast Ghaib was sent to 
rake over die elephants captured by Mahabat Kl.«a and for auditing the accounts. 

2 In Iqbalnama-i-]ahangiri, p. 252, only 4 to 5,000 Rajputs are mentioned. 
According to Todd, op. cit., p, 295, note 1, “It was with die Scesodia Rajpoots and 
Suktawucs that Mohabat performed the most daring exploit in Mogul history, 
making Jehangir prisoner in his own camp." 

3 There is no mention of the plan : n Iqbalnama-i-lahiingnt or I^hafi tyhan. 



16 Mahabat Khan Khan-Khanan \Maathir- 

be unable to accompany him, Ac the stage of Shahabad Gajpat Khan 
the Superintendent of Llephants came to his quarters and communi¬ 
cated to him the order that he should make over the elephants that lie- 
had captured up to that time. Mahabat Khan kept back some well- 
known elephants and made over the rest to him. Gajpat Mian said: 
“Khan Jlu (my Lord Khan), for what day arc you keeping them; the 
boat of your life has sunk ! If your sons survive, they will (even) he 
in want of barley bread”. Mahabat Khan smiled and said 1 : “On 
that day you will not help them. I shall present these (those that lie 
kept back) elephants. Now, you go away quickly, for these Rajputs 
are rude people and they may on account of your unnecessary talk 
misbehave themselves”. In short Mahabat Khan was convinced 
by this language that owing to the malice of his enemies his life was 
not safe. He set his mind on dying, and giving advances to die 
soldiers made them renew their oaths of fidelity. 

When the royal army was encamped 2 on the bank of the Jhclum, 
Asaf Khan, in accordance with the plan, crossed the river with the 
whole army, including the King’s personal servants, by the bridge and 
halted without taking any measures for security. Mahabat Khan, who 
was waiting for such a God-sent opportunity, regarded it as a great 
boon, and sent i ,000 cavalry to guard the head of the bridge. He 
himself rode rapidly to the quarters of Shahriyar, and Dawar Bakhsh 
and took them with him. He broke open the entrance to the en¬ 
closure (guldl), and entered the King’s apartment. He stationed his 
own men at the entrance and waited upon the King. He said: 
“When I saw that there was no safety from the enmity of Asaf Khan, 

I committed this audacity. Whatever punishment I deserve 1 should 
receive it from your own hands.” It is said that when the Rajputs 

1 Perhaps alluding to the fact that he will be killed before that time. The 

name in the text is written but ^ti. in lqbalnama etc. 

2 Mu‘tamid Khan’s detailed account in Iqbalnama-i- Jabangtri 233-267, 
of Mahabat j^han’s ccup appears to be the most reliable, and has been mainly 
followed by Beni Prasad, op, cit ,, pp, 393-411. It differs from the account in 
the Maathir in several respects. 
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fearlessly entered the Gbnsnlkhdna (private parlour), Muqarrab Khan 
because of his old acquaintance with Mahabat Khan said: “Leprous 
one, what disrespect is this?” Mahabat Khan replied: “When they 
were apportioning the wife and daughters of a certain person', you 
could not say a word”. He struck Muqarrab Khan 2 on the forehead 
with a short stick that he had in his hand. This produced a scar-like 
wound and blood began to flow. Meanwhile the Emperor overcome 
by wrath, twice put his hand on his sword hilt. Mir Mansur 
BadakhshI said in Turk!, “This is an occasion when one’s courage is 
being put to a test” (or when one should be discreet). After this 
Mahabat Khan represented that as the commotion was over, their 
going out riding for a hunt appeared the right course. He constrained 
the King to ride his elephant. Gajpat Khan brought forward a female 
elephant, which was reserved for royal use, and himself acted as the 
m*hont, while his son rode in the rear. Mahabat Khan said, “This is 
the day when my sons were to beg for barley-bread”, and he made a 
sign to the Rajputs who killed both of them with the sword, He took 
the King to his own lodgings, and placing his children round him he 
made numerous offerings and gifts. As he had forgotten about Nur 
Jahan, he again made the King ride an elephant, and brought him to 
the quarters of Sultan Shahriyar. Meanwhile the Bcgam had escaped. 
Mahabat Khan greatly lamented this carelessness. The Begam in 
perplexity and confusion crossed the river, and greatly chided and 
abused the officers, and set about preparing the army for a battle. As 
che bridge had been burnt, she on the next day without enquiring 
into the possibility of fording, plunged into the river. As there were 
four deep places in the stream and the enemy placing elephants in 
front made an attack, the (imperial) army fell into confusion and many 
lost their footing. Everyone on whichever bank he reached, sought 

t Is this a reference to the possible fate of Mahabat Khan’s family or Nur 
Jahan s marriage? Most probably it means that things had come to such a pass 
that his enemies were already apportioning his wife and daughters, 

2 This fact is not mentioned in Mu'tamid fvhan’s account or in £hafi 
Khan, hut the wound on Muqnriab Khan’s forehead is recorded. 

3 
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to save his life. The Bggam returned and entered her tent. Asaf 
Khan hurried off to the fort of Attock which was in his fief and then 
entrenched himself. The other officers after securing promises of their 
safety waited upon Mahabac Khan and endiued' all his foul language. 
Mahlibat Khan himself went to Attock, and by promises and oaths 
got possession of Asaf Khan with his son Abu Talib and Khalil Khan 
the son of Mir Minin. He took the political and financial adminis¬ 
tration into his own hands and assumed supreme powers. He 
appointed the Rajputs in the hall (as guards), and no one could 
make any remark or criticise. 

When the King was encamped in Afghanistan a quarrel arose at 
his (Jahangir’s) instigation between a number of Abadts and Rajputs 
about the grazing ground. By chance an Ahad't was killed. All of 
them attacked the Rajputs and a hot engagement took place. Many 
of the heretics and their leaders were killed. Every Rajput who had 
gone out to forage was killed by the villagers, and some were taken 
prisoners and sold. Though Mahabat Khan himself rode out to their 
assistance, he could not maintain his ground in the tumult. He 
returned and sought the King’s protection. Though Jahangir sent the 
Kotwdl to quell the disturbance, and to pacify Mahabat Khan some 
of the Abadts were made over to him, but his old supremacy dis¬ 
appeared. He was also spending his days in a state of great suspense. 
Ac last during the return journey from Kabul at Rohtas, Hoshyar 
Khan, Nur Jahau’s eunuch joined with 2,000 cavalry from Lahore in 
accordance with the Begam’s orders. A review of the army was 
suggested, and the order was issued that the old and new servants 
should come armed wearing their cuirasses. 

When there was an encampment on che bank of the Jhelum, 
which was the place where Mahabat Khan's supremacy had begun, 
a message was sent to him that a review of the Begam’s troops would 
be held on the following day, and that he should march ahead lest 
there should be a dispute among the Qalquchls resulting in a general 


t Literally: carried away on their bodies. 
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disturbance. In view of his growing suspicious he went a stage in 
advance. It happened that at this time Prince Shah Jahan thought chat 
owing to the growing power of Mahabat Khan it would be best that 
he should be near at hand, and so he advanced from Nasik to AjmSr. 
But as men did not assemble (round him) as the Prince had expected, 
he proceeded to Thatha. Accordingly an order was issued to Mahabat 
Khan, who was overcome by fear and agitation, that he should imme¬ 
diately pursue by the Jaisalmer 1 route to Thatha Prince Shah Jahan, 
who had conic from the Deccan to Malwa and from there to AjmSr. 
Mahabat Khan released Asaf Khan after making him rake oaths and 
his promising (not to oppose him), and started. It so happened that 
after the Prince had halted at Thatha for eighteen days, he received 
a letter 2 * 4 from Niir Jahan to the effect that it was probable that Maha¬ 
bat Khan on hearing the reverberations of the Prince’s approach might 
do some harm to the Prince’s children, who were in attendance on 
their grandfather. On this account the Prince thought it best to 
return to the Deccan. Also the news of the death of Sultan (Parviz) H 
was received, and then Shah Jahan fell ill. On 18th Safar 1036 A.H., he 
started, and in 42 1 days traversed, via Gujarat, 260 kos, and reached 
Nasik. Mahabat Khan was obliged to encamp at Pokaran 40 koi on 
this side of Jaisalmer and as a force had also been sent against him by 
the King, but though it could not encounter him, he gave up all hope 
and sought refuge with the Riina.. The latter did not treat him cordially, 
and Mahabat Khan was, therefore, compelled to enter the country of 
the Bhlls, between Gujarat and the Rana’s territory, with 2,000 Rajputs 
who had never forsaken him. He sent his expression of penitence, 
and apologies lor his presumption to Prince Shah Jahan, who in those 

1 itate in Rajptilana, s CC Imperial Gazetteer, XIV, pp. i-ij. 

2 This letter is not mentioned in Iqbalrutma-i-Jahangiri or by Rl* ail Khan- 

5 Parvi/. died at Buihanpur on 6th Safar 10:56 A.H., 28th October, 1626 
A D., vide Beni Prasad, op. cit ., p. 418; but in hjbalnama-i-Jahangiri , p, 279, tile 
year is given as 1035 though the date is 6th Safar; the year in Khifi fyhjhi, 1 , 
p. 382, is also 1035 A.H. 

4 In 40 marches and ten halts J^hafi Khan, I, p, 383. 
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dly* at the request of Nizam Shah had proceeded from Nasik 

to Junair. Junair had been founded by Malik ‘Ambar 

and was noted for its good climate and its buildings. In accordance 
with a summons from the Prince, Mahabat Khan on 21 Safar, 1037 
A.H. (32nd October, 1627 A.D.) came by way of RajpTpla and 

Bagl ana and offered his homage at the Prince’s threshold, and was 

graciously received 1 . 

At this time the unavoidable event of Jahangir 2 (his death) 
occurred, and Shah Jahan with a view to securing the sovereignty 
proceeded by way of Gujarat to Ajmer. It is said that when he visited 
the shrine of Mu‘in-ud-Din, Mahabat Khan placed a keepsake-copy 
of the Qur’an with amulets on the tomb and said: “My desire was 
that you should become the King. God be praised, that desire has- 
been fulfilled. If in accordance with the pact my offences have been 
forgiven, please swear by the Qur’an, and make the Great Khwaja a 
witness or grant me leave immediately to go to Mecca. Otherwise 
Asaf Khan is coming tomorrow, and there will be a judgment ( fatwa ) 
for my death.” Shah Jahan assured him of his protection, and after 
his accession gave him the title of Khan- Kh inan Sipahsdldr, and the 
rank of 7,000 with 7,000 horses 3 . He also gave him a present of 
4 lacs of rupees, and appointed him governor of AjmSr. In the same 
year Mahabat Khan was appointed governor of the Deccan, and his 
son Khan Zamin who had recently been made governor of Malwa was 


1 According to Badshahnama, I, p. 75, Mahabat Klan had been reconciled 
only a few days before Banarsi arrived with the news cf Jahangir’s death, and as 
Banarsr first informed him about it, he rushed to Shah Jahan and broke the 
news of his father's death, and produced Yamin-ud-Daula Asaf Khan’s signet- 
nng. 

2 According to Beni Prasad, op. tit., p, 42}, Jahangir died at Rajaui'i on 

27th Safar 1037 A.H., 28th October, 1627 A.D.. but in lrjbdlnama-i-fahdngiri. 
p. 293, and Badshahnama, I, p. 69, the date is given as 28th Safar. In fyhafi 
Khan, I, p. 388, the date is given as tin- end of Safar. ^k-» »G But in 

Banana Prasad, History of Shah jahan t p. 56, the date is correctly given as 29th 

October, iBi-j A.D. 

$ Badshahnama. I, p. 117. 
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nominated as liis deputy. In the 2nd year when Shah Jahan went to 
the Deccan in pursuit of Khan Jahan Lodi, Mahabat Khan was nomi¬ 
nated as the governor of Delhi. In the 5th year on the transfer of 
.Vzam Khan, he was again appointed governor of the Deccan 1 . 

It is said that during the thirty or forty years many governors came 
to the Deccan and returned as they experienced serious difficulties at 
Balaghat, and owing to the scarcity of corn even though there was no 
fighting. No one had been able to find a solution for this problem. 
The first arrangement that Mahabat Khan made during his tenure of 
the government (of the Deccan) was that he conciliated the Banjaras ' 1 
of India r by presents of elephants, horses and robes of honour, and won 
them over so completely that there was one head o{ the Banjaras at 
Agra and Gujarat and the other in Balaghat. He ordered that 
whether corn was cheap or dear, they would supply it at the rate of 
ren seers to the rupee. 

When Sahu Bhonsle joined ‘Adil Shall and engaged himself in 
taking of Daulatabad from hath Khan the son of Malik*Ambar, 
hath Khan, finding that the officers of Nizam Shah were in a 
vindictive mood against him, wrote to Mahabat Khan that there are 
no provisions in the fort. If you come quickly I will make over 
the fort to you and become a royal servant 3 . Thereupon Mahabat Khan 
hurriedly sent the advance force under .Khan Zaman, and himself 
started on 29 Jumada II of the 6th year from Burhanpur. Khan 
Zaman came down by the pass of Khirki and fought a severe battle 
with Sahu and Ran Daula Khan and pursuing them for six kos put 
their troops to the sword. The Bijapuris were frightened, and made 
overtures for peace with Fath Khan, as a result of which he broke his 
promises (to Mahabat Khan) and fraternised with them. Mahabat 
Khan, who was at Zafarnagar, was, therefore, obliged at the end of 
Sha'ban to leave Khirki and to join Khan Zaman and to set about 
th e siege of the fort. In the beginning of Ramadan, he distributed 


1 Op dt., [, p. 424. 

2 For Banjaras the gram-carriers see Irvine Army of the Indian Moghuls, 

p. 192. ^ B/uishihnama, I, p. 407, 
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the batteries and assigned the guns and culverins to his second son 
Lahrasap, and decided to attack the fort from a point commanding 1 2 
it, viz., a high hill, on which lies the village of KaghazTwara. Khan 
Zaman continually fought with courage, and Khan Dauran exerted 
himself with skill and bravery, and there were frequent fights for 
forage and corn with Sahu and Ran Daula Khan and Bahlol Khan 
BrjapurT. Besides there were some severe contests. On every occasion 
the royal troops were victorious. 

After the capture of ‘Ambarkot (at Daulatabad) they addressed 
themselves to the seizure of Mahakot. The garrison for want .of 
provisions had to live on carcases, and when they saw that imperialists 
were successful every day, Khairiyat Khan the uncle of Ran Daula 
Khan and some others of the ‘Add Shahls asked for peace, and 
secretly let themselves down at night by means of ropes, and after 
waiting on the Khan-Khanan went off to Bijapur, 

After the mine reached as far as the foot of Mahakot, hath 
Khan sent his family to Kalakot, and Murarl Pandit, who was the 
factotum of the Bijapur State, and all the ‘Add Shahls and Nizam 
Shahls came to Ellorah, leaving Ran Daula Khan and Sahu to 
oppose Khan Zaman, who was in KaghazTwara, and with Yaqut Khan 
HabshT attacked the Khan-Khanan. A great battle took place. The 
enemy Hed, and during the pursuit Yaqut Khan HabshT was killed. 
The fight was extremely fierce. It is stated that few such battles 
have been fought in the Deccan. Mahabat Khan returned victorious, 
and went over to the mine of Sher Haji of Mahak 5 t, and was about 
to set fire to it. Fath Khan heard of it, and sent a message to 
the effect that, as he made a compact with the 'Add SahTs not to 
conclude a peace without their consent, it was requested that the pro¬ 
ceedings be postponed for that day. Mahabat Khan said that if he 
was speaking the truth he should send his son as a hostage" 1 . As 

1 Sarkiib-ibijsar probably means a height commanding the fort. The 
narrative is apparently based on BTuhhribnama t 1 , pp. 41^6-531. 

2 B<tdshahnama > I, p. 525. 
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the son did not arrive, the mine was fired. One tower and about 
15 yards of the wall were blown up. The daring invaders entered 
the fort, and erected batteries there. When Fath Khan saw the 
brave deeds of the heroes, he gave up further resistance and to save 
his honour sent his eldest son ‘Abdul Rasul,’ expressed his penitence 
and begged for pardon. He also requested for assistance in the 
matter of expenses and a week's respite for taking out his belongings. 
The Commander-in-chief gave him two and a half 1 2 3 lacs of rupees and 
sent elephants and camels for transport purposes. Fath Khan 
delivered the keys of the fort on 19th Dhul Hijja 1042 A.H, (17th 
June, 1633 A.D.) and after a s'ege lasting three months and some 
days this strong fortress was captured. 

Verse '', 

A tort the like of which no one has seen. 

It was the fort of Daulatiibad, and that is all. 

The chronogram is A Jawab bafatb Daulatabdd amad (the Nawab 
came to Daulatabad with victory. 1042A.H., 1633 A.D.). Mahabat 
Khan left Khan Dauran with Murtnda Khan Saiyid Nizam, 
the son of Miran Sadr Jahan of PihanT, in the fort 
and took with him Fath Khan together with the young Nizam-ul- 
Mulk, and set off for Burhanpur. After reaching Zafarnagar, he 
threw overboard his promises and oaths, and imprisoned Fath Khan 
and Nizam-ul-Mulk, and confiscated all their property for the govern¬ 
ment. They say chat Fath Khan in his folly sent a message to the 
Bijapuris that the army with Mahabat Khan was small in numbers, 
and thar they should attack it in force, and set him free. Or perhaps 

1 Op. cie., [, p. 527. 

2 Ten lacs and 50 thousand rupees according to Biidshlibnanta, up. eit.. 

P. 5*7- 

3 This is onlv the first oi the four verses w men by Haji Muhammad Jan 
Qudsi on the occasion, see Bidshabnama, I. pp. 330, 531. For a connected 
account c-f Mahabat Khan's campaign against Ahmadnagar see Bai arsi Prasad, 
op. at., pp. 139-145. 
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Mahabat Khan did this on account of Fath Khan’s haughtiness, 
because when the drums had sounded for beginning the march and 
Mahabat Khan was waiting mounted on his horse Fath Khan was 
still asleep. Or perhaps it was for political reasons. Anyhow Maha¬ 
bat Khan broke his engagement without sufficient excuse. 

When he reached Burhanpiir, Shah Jahan as a reward for his good 
service ordered a present of five lacs of rupees to be given to Mahabat 
Mian. The latter enquired from the imperial clerks as to how much 
money had been spent on the affair (of Daulatabad). They 
replied that it amounted to 20 lacs. Mahabat Khan paid 25 lacs of 
rupees into the Royal Treasury, and said that for three years he had 
not paid any tribute ( peshkash ) to the Emperor and his peshkash was 
Djulatabad, Mahabat Khan also begged that one of the Princes 
might be sent with him so that with a fresh army he might conquer 
Btjapur. Shah fahan sent Shuja‘ his second son. The Commandcr- 
in-Chief addressed himself to the task of taking the fort of Parcnda 
which was one of the famous forts of the Deccan and was then in 
the possession of the ‘Adilshahis who had taken it from the Nizam- 
shahis. He sene {Chan Zaman ahead and engaged himself in distri¬ 
buting the batteries and in making other arrangements for the siege. 
Daily engagements took place. When Mahabat Khan and the Prince 
arrived within three kos, the ‘Adil-Shahis and Sahu with a number 
of Nizam-ul-Mulkis appeared, and made attacks, sometimes 011 the 
foragers and sometimes on the batteries. One day, a foraging party 
under Khan-fGianan was attacked by the enemy. The Rajputs gallop¬ 
ed forward. Though Mahabat Khan recalled them, they obstinately 
stood firm and many were killed. Mahabat Khan kept his ground 
and made every effort possible to stem the attack. They say that 
such a battle had not taken place in the Deccan for a hundred years. 
Khan-Khanan was saved from sure death by Khan Dauran who came 
from his quarters and drove off the enemy. 

As Khan-Khanan and Khan Dauran were not on good terms the 
latter frequently said in assemblies that he had saved the life of Khan- 
Khanan. Mahabat Khan heard about it, and was annoyed. It so 
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happened that one day Khan Dauran witli Saiyid Shuja'at Khan and 
Sayid Khan Jahan Barah had gone foraging, and when they started 
after loading the straw, the enemy took possession of a defile and 
started firing rockets. The straw caught fire from these rockets, and 
many elephants, camels and bullocks were burnt, and the whole plain 
was (tiled with flames and no way of exit was possible. They say 
that 30,000 quadrupeds, and 10,000 men were burnt, besides a num¬ 
berless multitude who were half burnt. The officers stood on a 
height and watched with bewilderment the jugglery of the heavens. 
After the flames were extinguished the enemy made an attack and 
pressed hard the imperialist force. Mahabat Khan came to their assis¬ 
tance, and the enemy dispersed. From that day Khan Dauran held 
his abusive tongue. They say that this affair took place at Mahabat 
Khan’s instigation. In spite of the fact that SldT Marjan the governor 
of the fort and his successor Ghalib, who took up the post on behalf 
of ‘Add Shah, were both shot, victory did not appear to be in sight, 
and all efforts and exertions were fruitless. At last the rainy season 
approached, and the officers out of their dislike for Mahabat Khan 
joined together in pursuading the Prince to retire (from the siege). 
T 1 iis he did in spite of the objections of Mahabat Khan. 

As no transport was available in the camp bullocks were bought 
from the Banjaras at a high price. It is said that on the day of the 
march the Ban jams closed the way and represented to Mahabat Khan 
that relying on his assurances they had brought grain, and now there 
were no means of transporting it. He asked what its value was. They 
replied, it was worth two lacs. He immediately paid them the amount 
from his own treasury and told them to carty away whatever they could 
and to burn the remainder. Shall Jahan sent a letter of censure to the 
Khan-Khanan lor this retreat, and summoned the Prince to the Court. 
When Mahabat Khan reached Burhanpur lie ceased to rely on the 
Rajputs who on the day of the foraging had let themselves be killed 
and slid : “They know why they fell.” He sent his Divan Kaka Pandit 
to Agra to enlist 10,000 troopers from among the Saiyids, Shaikhs, 
Mughals and Afghans in order that next year he should nor need 
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auxiliaries, and that his own army might be sufficient for the conquest 
of Parenda. 

At this tune the disease of bahakandar 1 , which is a special sore, 
and which had long afflicted him, became acute. He was also vexed 
by his unsuccessful return (from Parenda) and by the departure of 
Khan Zaman, who had gone off to the Emperor because of his bad 
treatment. He took no precautions whatever, and would say: “I 
have learnt from astrology that I won’t survive this illness.” In this 
condition he continued to hold his Court. He marched out of Burhan- 
pur with the intention of taking Parenda and encamped on the bank 
of the Mohan stream, so that it might be on record that so long as 
life lasted, he did not show any slackness in the Emperor s service. 
He distributed four thousand ashrafls inside and outside (/.<?., to his 
household and outsiders) and prepared an inventory of his possessions. 
He said to his wife, whom he had married later than the mother of 
the Khan Zaman, “The very pebbles of India 11 are my enemies, and 
so do not conceal even one rupee of my property.” He sent the 
inventory along with a report to the Emperor. He called the Rajput 
Sardars and said, “1 gained fame through your help. I have made an 
inventory of whatever I possess, and sent it to the Emperor, and left 
no room for finding a fault. After my death the imperial clerks will 
not confiscate my goods and will not call my clerks to account. Carry 

1 The disease is bahaq of the Arabs and appears to be leprosy. In Elliot, VII, 
p. 45, it is described as fistula, and this is followed by Banarsi Prasad, of. cit ., p. 163. 
The translation in Elliot is of Badshahnama, 1, pt. 2, pp. 59 el sec., and in the 
original it is stated that the Arabians call it Nasiir, which according to the Arabic 
dictionary is fistula. Perhaps bahakandar meant internal leprosy or gangrene. 

2 Hindustan probably means Upper Ind'a. Mahabat l^han apparently wanted 
to warn his wife against any attempt at concealment of his property after his 
death. The reference is to the Mughal institution of the reversion of all pro¬ 
perty on the death of the nobles to the government. Sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
Mughal Administration, pp. 163-180. Mahabat Ivhan meant that he had so many 
enemies in Delhi that even the very pebbles cried out against him, and any 
attempt at concealment of the property after his death might lead to serious 
consequences. It was for this reason also that he drew up an inventory of his 
goods and forwarded it to the Court. 
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my bier Co Delhi and bury it at the Qaclamagak of the Shah-i-Mardan 
(the Prince of men, i.e., ‘All), and make over all my property, whether 
moveable or immoveable, to the government.” He rolled up the 
carpet of his life in 1044 A.H. (1634 A.D.). The chronograms 
of his death are: 'Zamana ardm girift (Zamana is at rest) and 
Sipaksdldr rafta (The Commander-In-Chief is gone). 

The Rajputs, in accordance with his testament conveyed his body 
from Burhanpur to Delhi. All due respect was paid to it, and 
salutes were offered ( on the way) as if he was alive. Shah Jahan 
gave back all his property to his sons except the elephants. They 
say that he did not possess much cash. His income was a kror of 
rupees, but he used to spend it all. He was magnanimous. One 
day lie said, “Khan Jahan Lodi was not liberal ( Bakfjshish nadasht)." 
Someone replied, “There was no additional 1 2 3 income in his govern¬ 
ment.” He replied, “What is that? A (successful) man makes 
money in every possible way and spends it.” His special wardrobe 
did not cost five rupees. He also spent very little on food. As he 
was very fond of elephants, he used to feed them with lotus-lice 
and Persian melons. Pomp and show had no part in his life. Kettle¬ 
drums were not beaten during his march, but drums and trumpets 
were used at time of starting. He had no religious learning {‘Urn), 
but was skilled in astronomy and astrology. He had on the tip of 
his tongue the genealogies of every tribe and family. He was fond 
of the company of Persians, and used to remark that they were the 
cream of creation. 

They say that originally he had no religion, but at last embraced 
Imamiya religion. He had the names of the holy Imams {A ima 

1 Zamana Beg was his name, and so the meaning is that he has gone to rest. 

2 faroghi >i,ibucl is rather obscure. A similar expression j ^ 

PjAS „ occurs in the notice of Ahfil Fadl f Maalhir-nl'lJmara Text II, p. 620), 

which Blochmann translates as “absence on the part of his servants, did not exist 
in his household’’ (translation of A'in, I [and cdn., p li], but see Beveridge’s trans¬ 
lation of Abul Fadl’s biography, p. 126, No. 3, where the expression is discussed at 
length, and absence on the part of servants adopted as the correct translation. 
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Ma‘ sumtn )—peace be upon them ! —engraved upon costly jewels and 
wore them round his neck. He was not strict about fasting or 
saying the prayers. His ferocity and cruelty were notorious through¬ 
out the world. He was very assiduous and meticulous in attending 
to imperial business, and entirely neglected his own affairs. He 
was generous 1 . If lie was fond of anyone he allowed nothing 
to influence his regard or intimacy with him, even if he committed 
a thousand faults". He composed verses at times, but hated ro 
ma ke a cl isplay of them. This verse is his; 

Verse. 

My heart’s pride longed for Paradise- 

Hell is my lot, may it not be my longing ! 

Separate accounts are given of his sons Khan Zanuin Aniant'’’ 
and Lahrasp Mahabat Khan 1 * 4 . But Mirza Dilcr Minimal, who 
was by nature an oppressor and slack in attending to his work, and 
Mirza Garshasp who was the son-in-law of Ilahvardi Khan, and the 
Mirzas Bihroz and Afrasiyab went to the Silent Land without 
attaining any distinction. 

MAHABAT KHAN X- 1 IRZA LAHRASP 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 590-595). 

Next to Khan Zaman Bahadur 5 he was the most famous of the 
sons of Mahabat Khan Khan-Khanan Sipahsalar". In the beginning 

1 The expression ^ would literally mean: had a fat 

side. 

2 For Mahabat Khan's character and attainment see also Beni Prasad, op. cit., 

PP- > 35 - ' 3 6 - 

j The name in the text here is given as Khan Zaman Amani, but see note 
2, p. 14 ante for his correct name and references to his biography in 
A 1 aathir-ui-lJ mar a . 

4 Maatbir-iil-l)mara, III, pp. 590-595. Its translation immediately follows 
ibis account on pp, 27-31. 

5 Khan Zaman Bahadur Mirza Antan Ullah, Mtiatbir-nl-Umara, I, pp. 
740-748 and Beveridge’s translation, pp. 212-219. 

6 MaaiJoir-ul-lJmtira, III, pp. 385-509 and translation pp. 9-27 ante. 
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of Shall Jahan’s reign be was given the rank of 2,000 foot and 1,000 
horse. In the taking of the fort of Daulatabad under his father, he 
rendered good service. After his father’s death, in view of his being 
a Kbanazdd (houseborn one) he was favoured at the Court and was 
made Mtr-Tuzuk. Later, he was appointed Faujdar of Bahraich' in 
the province of Oudh, where he set the affairs in order. After that 
he was fief holder of Biana. He several times served the highly 
respected princes in the Qandahar expeditions, and in the 24th year 
his rank was 4,000 with 3,000 horse and he was appointed Mir 
lifliibshl in place of Khalil Ullah Khan. In the 25th year he had an 
increase of 1,000 foot and 2,000 horse and had the rank of 5,000, 
with 5,000 horse, while his title was changed from Labrasp Khan 
to Mahabat Khan. On the death of Sa id Khan he was appointed 
governor of the province of Kabul. In the 30th year an order came 
to Prince AurangzTb that he should proceed to Bljapur as the ‘Adil- 
shahis had raised to the throne an unknown person by the name of 
‘All, and make an end of the affair in a manner which may consider 
right. To Mahabat Khan also an order was sent that lie should leave 
his province and proceed to the Deccan. Mahabat Kh an after captur¬ 
ing the fort of Bldar proceeded by the Prince’s orders, to devastate 
the neighbourhood of Kalyani 2 and Gulbarga, and several times fought 
bravely against the Bljapur leaders, and drove them off. During the 
siege of Kalyani 3 4 Mahabat Khan one day went for getting forage to 
Panhata 1 Shahjahanpur (?) which was five kos off, and a large body 
of the enemy suddenly appeared and attacked him. Rustam Khan 
Bijapuri attacked Ikhliis Khan and the rear, and Khan Muhammad 

1 Bahraich is a district in the United Povinccs.see Imperial Gazetteer, VI, 
pp. 205-212. 

2 Kalyan in the text is Kalyani, a town in the Bid.ir District of Haidarabad, 
Impnial Gazetteer, XI, p. 34, 

3 For Mahabat Khan's campaign against Bijapur and the siege of Kalyani in 
1657 see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurmgzib, 5 , pp. 242-250. 

4 Variant Paitha or Paiihan town in Aurangabad district, Haidarabad 
[Imperial Gazetteer, XIX, p. 317) appears to be more correct. 
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Khan, who was one of the powerful leaders, attacked Rao Satrsal. 
There was a hot engagement. At this time the sons of Bahlul attacked 
Raja Rai Singh Slsodia and fought so strongly that the Rajputs set their 
hearts upon dying and dismounted and strove with their hands and 
arms. Mahabat Khan like a powerful tiger attacked the centre and 
drove away Afdal Khan who led the Bijapurls. 

After that strong fort was taken, but before things had been pro¬ 
perly finished, the news came of Shah Jahan’s illness and Dara Shikoh 
who at this time had the control of affairs, sent an order to Mahabat 
Khan not to wait for obtaining leave from Prince Aurangzlb but to 
return to the Court as quickly as he could with the other Mughnls. 
He was obliged to comply, and without informing the Prince (Aurang- 
z!b) started posthaste for the Court. In the end of the 31st year, 1068 
A.H. (1658 A.D.) he again went to Kabul, but in the 5th year of 
Aurangzlb’s reign he was recalled, and returned to the Presence. He 
was appointed to Gujarat in place of Maharaja Jaswant Singh. His 
rank was 6,000 with 5,000 horse, of which 3,000 were dH-aspa (two 
horse) and sih-aspa (three-horse). In the 11 th year he came to the 
Court from Gujarat and was again sent to Kabul. In the 13th year 
he was transferred and returned to kiss the threshold at Agra. 

As at that time ShivajI’s disturbance had reached such a height 
that he had attacked and burnt and plundered the fort of Surat 1 , 
Mahabat Khan 2 was sent off to the Deccan with a well-equipped force 
to chastise him. He made great efforts to subdue the Marachas. 
Afterwards there was a disturbance by the Afghans in the hill-country 
and Muhammad Khan Amin was routed in the Khyber Pass, Maha¬ 
bat Khan in view of his experience of handling the hill rebels was re¬ 
called from the Deccan, and sent in the 16th year to administer Kabul. 
But he, by reason of his wariness and long experience did not during 

1 This was the second attack by Shivaji on Surat in 1670, see Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, IV, pp. 184-189. 

2 For Mahabat Khan’s appointment in Supreme Command of the Deccan and 
his campaign, see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, IV, pp. 195-197 and 
his Shivaji, pp. 187-189. 
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his march forward to Peshawar interfere with anyone, overlooked 1 the 
punishment of the turbulent and saying “We are well, and you are 
safe” proceeded to Kabul. This policy was not approved, and in the 
17th year the King came to Hasan Abdal, and a force was sent against 
the disturbers. Mahabac Khan came to the Court and was sent to 
chastise Bir Singh the grandson of Raja Bhupat Diis Gor. When he 
came to Amanabad in the Panjab in 108^ A.H., in the beginning 2 3 of 
the 18th year, he died. He resembled his father in arrogance and 
daring. He behaved presumptuously to Aurangzlb who had a jealous 
and choleric personality. It is well known that Aurangzlb in order to 
observe the law of the Sharp at entrusted the issue of most of the 
legal orders to Qadi ‘Abdul-Wahab Gujarati, the QadT-ul-Qudat, who 
had a great influence over him. His authority was so great that the 
leading Arturs were afraid of him. When Shivaji’s insolence went 
beyond bounds, and Mahiibat Khan was to be deputed against him, 
Aurangzlb in open Divan mentioned some of his tyrannical acts and 
turning to Mahabat Khan said, “It is necessary for the protection of 
Isliim that this bandit be extirpated.” Mahabac Khan at once replied 
“It is not necessary to appoint an army, a proclamation of the Qadi 
will be sufficient.” The King was greatly displeased and ordered 
Ja'far Khan to tell Mahabac Khan that it was not proper to jest in 
the Presence. His son Mir I ahmasp, who was married to the daugh¬ 
ter of Sa'Id Khan Zafr Jang died. After his death Bahrain and Farjam 
received suitable ranks and the title of Khan. Bahrarn Khan' 1 was 
killed by a bullet at the siege of Golconda. None other of this 
family attained to eminence. 


1 Compare Manucci, II, p. 202; sec also Maatbir i- Alum girt, p. 229. 

2 He died on 4th Shawwa^ 1085 A.H. (2nd January, 1675 A.D.), $ccMaa[btr- 
i-'Alamgirt, p.141 Amanabad is probably Hminahad in the Gujranvvala district, 
Panjab. 

3 Mtutlbir.i r .'Al/imgiri, p. 2f/>. 
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MAHALDAR KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp.419-421). 

He was the son of Mahaldar Khan Circassian who rose to power 
and influence in the Nizamshahf Kingdom. As he had lived long 
in the Deccan, he became known as the Deccani. After his death 
Nizam Shah granted his title to the son and made him a Sardar. 
In the 6th year of Shall Jahan’s reign when Mahabat Khan was 
besieging Daulatabad, he by the guidance of his good fortune sent a 
message to the Commander-in-Chief from Tiyall 1 , now known as 
N'matabad and a dependency of the Sarkar Galna, that he would 
make over the place to whomsoever it was desired, and that he himself 
would wait upon Mahabat Khan. Though his words appeared to be 
sincere, Mahabat Khan in order to demonstrate Mahaldar Khan’s 
loyalty and zeal to everyone said that the families of ShahjF 2 Bonsle 
and Ran Daula Khan Bijapuri were in Baidapur, 3 if he could bring 
about their capture by his exertions, he could not produce a better 
testimonial for receiving royal favours. Mahaldar Khan without 
hesitation attacked the town. As fortune favoured him, it so happen- 


1 Tlie variants in the Text arc B.itali and Betali, but the name of the fort 
in Badshahnama, I, pp. 526, 527, whence the account appears to be taken, i< 

Nabiiti. It is Ao y Tirmuk in Khali Khan, pp, 486, 487, and “Trimbuck” 

(more correctly Trimbak in the Nasik district, Bombay) in Grant Duff, History 
of the Mabrattas (1921 edn.) I, p. 8 7. The story of Mahaldar Khan's offer to 
Mahabat Khan and at the latter’s instigation the capture of Shahji Bhonsie’s 
family is given. The wife’s name is given as Jcejee Bye (Jija Ba'i, the mother cf 
Sliivaji), and the author adds in a footnote “but I cannot find that she had a 
daughter." Sec also Kincaid & Parasnis, History of the Maratha People, p. 15. 
The capture took place in 1633 A D. during the siege of Daulatabad, but Khafi 
Khan includes it in the account of the year 1041 A.H., which would correspond 
to 1631-32 A.D. 

2 Sahu in the text, but it was Shahji Bhunsle the father of Sliivaji. 

3 Baidapur was 24 kos from Aurangabad, see Mahibir-ui'Umurh. Ill, p. 730. 
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ed that the wife and daughter of ShahjI Bhonsle, who about this time 
with a large amount of money and goods had come chore from Junair 
(Junnar) 1 , fell into his hands. Nearly 400 horses, 1,50,000 buns 
and a lot of other property of ShahjI Bhonsle, and nearly 12,000 
buns in cash and goods of Ran Daula Khan were footed. Mahaldar 
Khan was the recipient of much approbation. In accordance with 
the Conunander-in-Chief’s instructions the family of ShahjI was made 
over to Ja'far Beg, the governor of the fort of Galna 2 , and he himself 
joined Mahabat Khan. In the beginning of the 7th year' 1 he hastened 
from the Deccan to Agra and paid his respects to the Lmperor. He 
received the rank of 4,000 foot with 2,000 horse and a present of 
Rs. 20,000 and other royal favours, and the Sarkar of Monghyr in 
Bihar was granted to him as a fief. 

As he was distinguished above all other officers of the Deccan for 
his ability and sagacity, in the same year he received a flag and kettle¬ 
drums, and was appointed Faujddr of Gorakhpur' 1 in succession to 
Mukhhs Khan and allowed to proceed to his territory. Later he was 
enrolled among the auxiliaries of the Deccan' 1 , and was engaged in 
furthering the work of the State. Though he was of Circassian origin, 
he had settled down in the Deccan, and established relationships there. 
Accordingly he gave his daughter in marriage to the son of Dilawar 
Khan" the Abyssinian, whose father also was one of the Nixamshahl 
ofheers. 


1 Junair in the Text, but it is Junnar in the Poona district, Bombay; see 
Imperial Gazetteer, XIV, p. 239. 

2 Kalna in the Text, but it is Giilna m the Nasik district, Bombay; sec 
Imperial Gazetteer, XII, p. 124. 

3, 4, 5. Badshabnama I, pt. 2, pp, 1, 14, 140. 

6 Was he the Dilawar Khan Habshi, the commandant of the fort of Kalyani 
(Imperial Gazetteer, XIV, p. 324) who so bravely defended rhe fort in Bidar 
district in 1657, and who, after delivering the keys of the fort on nth August 
was granted a robe of honour and allowed to depart to Bijapur; see Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar, History of Attrangzib, !, pp. 248-230. 


5 
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MAHESH DAS RATHOR 
(Vol. II, pp. 445-447). 

He was che son of Dalpat, the brother of Raja Suraj Singh 1 . At 
first fie was in the service of Mahabat Khan Khan-Khanan 2 3 4 and acquir¬ 
ed a name for valour. After Mahabat Khan’s deach he entered 11 the 
service of Shah Jahan in the 8th year of his reign, and got the rank 
of 500 with 400 horse. Then he went with Prince Aurangzib who 
had been appointed to support the army sent to put down Jujhar Singh 
Bundela. In the 9th year he was appointed along with Khan Dauran 
to NandCr. In the 11th year his rank was increased to 1,000 with 
600 horse", and in the 15th year he had an increase of 400 horse and 
was exalted with the gift of a flag 5 6 , and accompanied Dara Shikoh to 
Qandahar. In the 16th year his rank was raised to 2,000 fooc with 
2,000 horse and he was granted the pargana of Jalor as a residential fief. 
In the 19th year he received an increase of 500 foot and accompanied 
Prince Murad Bakhsh in the expedition against Balkh and BadakKshan. 
Afterwards his rank became 3,000 with 2,000 horse, and he was 
granted the privilege of using the kettle-drums. 

When, after the arrival of the Prince at Balkh, and the flight of 
Nadhr Muhammad its ruler, Bahadur Khan and Asalat Khan were 
appointed to pursue him, he in his zeal accompanied them without 
the permission of the Prince. In the 20th year he came to the Court 
in obedience to the summons. In the same year, 1056 A.H 1 ', (1646 
A.D.) he died. He was an experienced soldier, and the King placed 

1 Maatdiir-ul-Umara, Text II pp. 179-183. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara. Text III, pp. 385-409, translation pp. 9-27 ante _ 

3 Badshahnama, I, pt, 2, p. 68. 

4 Op. cit., p. 136. 

5 Badshahnama j II, p. 294. 

6 Badshahnama, II, p. 635. His deadi is stated to have occurred on 9th Safr, 
1057 A.H., 16th March, 1647 A.D, The above account is adapted from 
Badshahnama, loc. at. The distance of the bench from the throne is given as 
ten and not two yards; while during riding he followed at twice this distance or 
twenty yards. 
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great reliance on him. In the audience hall he used to stand behind 
the throne by the side of a bench (sandall), which was placed at a 
distance of two yards for the royal sword and quiver. During riding 
he followed at a fair distance. His eldest son Ratan, who was in 
Jal 5 r and had the rank of qoo with 200 horse, was the beneficient 
of royal mercy by receiving the rank of 1,500 and 1,500 horse. He 
came from his home and having gratified himself by kissing the royal 
threshold was appointed with Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur 
to Balkh. When the Prince restored that country to Nad hr Muha¬ 
mmad its ruler, and returned, he distinguished himself by fights with 
the Almanans on the way. In the 22nd year he went with the same 
Prince to Qandahar, and was deputed with Rustam Mtan to fight 
against the Iranians. In the 25th year he was exalted by the grant 
of a standard, and accompanied the Prince a second time, and on the 
third occasion he was deputed to accompany Prince Dara Shikoh. 
In the 28th year he went with the learned Sa'ad Ullah Khan 1 to pull 
down Chittor. In the 30th year he went to the Deccan to Prince Mu¬ 
hammad Aurangzlb Bahadur, and distinguished himself by performing 
valuable services in the battle with the ‘Adilkhanis. As a reward his 
rank was increased to 2,000 and 2,000 horse. Afcerwards he fought 
bravely at Ujjain 2 in company with Maharaja Jaswant Singh, and fell 
under the swords of Aurangzlb’s army. 

iSAIYID) MAHMUD KHAN BARAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 375-377). 

He was the first person of this clan (Saiyids of Barah), who rose 
to the position of a noble man under the Tlmurid Dynasty. Originally 

1 Sa'ad Ullah IChan was, in view of his learning, known as 'Allami Sa'ad 
Ullah ^han, for his biography see Alaiitbir-ul-Umtira, Text II, pp. 441 -449. His 
expedition to demolish Chittor is mentioned on pp. 447, 448; see also Beni 
Prasad, History of Shahjahan, p. 320. 

2 Battle of Dhannat, 26th April, 1658, some 14 miles south-west of Ujjain 
in Central India. See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Awimgzib, II, pp. 348-367. 
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he was a servant of Bairam Khan 1 . In the 1 st year of Akbar’s reign 
he was sent with ‘All QulT Khan ShaibanI to put down H 5 mu Baqal 
who, after the defeat of Tardi B?g Khan 3 , had out of pride collected 
a large force and started from Delhi- In the 2nd year he was appoin¬ 
ted 3 to chastise Haji Khan, a slave of Sher Khan Stir, who had taken 
possession of Ajmer and Niigor (Nagaur), and was showing signs of re¬ 
bellion. In the 3rd year he was deputed to capture the fort of Jitaran' 1 , 
which he conquered from the Rajputs. When Bairam Khan’s affairs 
were upset, he joined the King’s service, and received a fief near'Delhi. 
In the 7th year whan Khan-Khanan Mun'im BSg becoming frightened 
at the murder of Shams-ud-Dln Atka, started a second time for Kabul, 
Saiyid Mahmud Khan, who was in his fief, recognised him (while he 
was passing through that area) and conducted him with all respect and 
honour to Akbar 5 . In the 17th year he went to Gujarat in attendance 
on Khan Kalan 8 . Later he was sent in pursuit of Ibrahim Husain 
Mlrza. Afterwards when the King turned his personal attention to 
this affair, and immediately recalled the officers who had been sent, the 
said Khan swiftly joined him near Sarnal 7 , and distinguished himself. 
When the Mlrza was defeated and retreated towards Agra, he with 
other officers was appointed to pursue him. In the 18th year he was 
sent in advance with a number of officers to Gujarat, and when the 
King during his march reached Mirtha," he was gratified by rejoining 

1 Akbanuma , Text II, p. 33, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 53, where Mahmud 
Khan is described as a follower of Bairam Khan. 

2 Op. dr., .Text II, pp. 30, 31, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 48-50. 

3 Op. cit., Text 11 , p. 46, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 72. 

4 Op. cit.. Text 11 , p. 66, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 103; the name of 
Mahmud Khan is omitted from the translation. Jitaran is in Jodhpur, sec Jarrett’s 
translation of A'in, II, p, 276. 

5 Op. cit.. Text II, p. 180, Beveridge's translation H, p. 279. 

6 Op. cit.. Text II, p. 372, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 541. 

7 Sarnal a small town on the bank of Mahindri or Main river in Gujarat; 

see Lowe’s translation of i\ln>Uakbab-ut- 1 awiirikh, II, p. 146. 

8 This is Mcrta in Jodhpur; see Imperial Gazetteer, XVII, p, 308. Here 

according to Akbarnama, Beveridge's translation III, p- 63’, Akbar was joined by 
a number of officers of the advance army. 
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the royal party. In the battle with Muhammad Husain when Akbar 
and a few men formed the reserve, Saiyid Mahmud took his place 
with a number of officers in the centre, 1 and during the conflict advanc¬ 
ed courageously beyond the centre, and fought bravely. In the end of 
the same year he with other Barah Saiyids and Saiyid Muhammad 
Amroha led an expedition against the territory of Mudhkar, 2 
and reaching there conquered it by the force of his sword. About this 
time corresponding to 980 A.H. 3 (1572-73 AD.) he died. He had 
the rank of 2,000. 

Barah 4 5 is a term applied to twelve villages in the Duab, between 
the rivers Ganga and Jumna and near the pargana of Sambhal*. The 
Khan was a man of family, and after entering the King’s service he 
acquired a reputation for bravery and benevolence. He preferred 
simplicity. They say that when Akbar deputed him against Mudhkar 
Bundlla and he returned victorious, afeer performing outstanding deeds 
of valour, he reported to the King that he performed such and such 
feats of valour. Asaf Khan remarked, “Mlranji | this victory was due to 
the good fortune {Iqbal) of the King.” Saiyid Mahmud believed that 
Iqbal was the name of one of the royal officers and replied, “Why do 
you tell untruths. Iqbal was not there, it was I and my brethren 
who wielded the two-handed swords. ’ The King smiled and favoured 
him with the bestowal of gifts of all kinds. One day someone made 

1 Akbaniama, Text III, p. 47, Beveridge’s translation 111 , p. 66. 

2 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 77, Beveridge’s translation III’, p. 108. Mudhkar 
was Raja Mudhuk.tr Bundila of Undchha cr Orchcha State in Bundelkhand, 
Central India, Imperial Gazetteer, XIX, p. 241. Also see Dc’s translation of 
Tabaqat-i-Akbari II. pp. 634, 6355, Ncte 4. 

3 According to Blochmann, A'in, 1 (2nd cdn.), p. 424, he died a year later 
“in the very end of p8i.” 

4 See Blochmann, op. At., p. 425, for .1 discussion of the various explanations 
advanced in reference to the word Barah. He adopts Barhn in preference to.Barah, 
but the latter is the generally accepted pronunciation, and is followed in this 
translation. 

5 Sambhal in Moradabad district, United Provinces, Imperial Gazetteer, 

XXII, p. 18. 
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a significant remark and enquired as to how far did the genealogy of 
the Barah Saiyids extend. Immediately he walked into the knee-deep 
fire which barefooted faqtrs were accustomed to keep alight at night, 
and said, “If I am a Saiyid, fire will have no effect on me, but if I am 
not, I will burn.” He stood in the fire for about an hour, after which 
people induced him to come out. He was wearing velvet slippers, 
which were not burnt 1 2 3 . His sons were Saiyid Qasim and Saiyid 
Hashim, a separate account 8 of whom has been included. 

MAJNON KHAN QAQSHAL 8 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 207-211). 

He was one of the great courtiers and district officers. In 
Humayun’s time he had the fief of Narnol (Narnaul) 4 5 6 . When that 
King died, HajI Khan, who was one of the chief officers of Sher Khan, 
besieged with a large force Majnun Khan in the fort, and pressed him 
hard. Raja Bihata Mai Kachwaha 4 , who at that time was with 
HajI Khan, behaved with humanity and gentleness, and took Majnun 
Khan honourably out of the fort and allowed him to depart for Delhi. 
When Akbar ascended the throne, Majnun Khan received Mamkpur“ 
in fief. When Khan Zaman and his brother rebelled he firmly 
opposed them, and the spring of his loyalty smothered the thorns and 
dust of the zeal of the opponents. In the battle in which Kh an 

1 The translation given above is a literal rendering of tire text. Apparently 
the author meant that though the Saiyid was wearing only velvet slippers, his 
socks even were not burnt. The story is included in Blochmann’s account of the 
Saiyid, op, at., pp. 424, 425. 

2 Ma3t_h ir-ul-llmara, Text II, pp 409, 410. 

3 For an account of his life see Blochmann’s translation of A'in, 1 (2nd cdn.l, 
pp. 399, 400. 

4 Narnaul in Patiala State, Imperial Gazetteer, XVIU, p. 380. 

5 Bihari Mai in Blochinann, op, cit., pp. 347, 348, where an account of his 
life is given. 

6 In the Allahabad Siiba, see Jarrctt’s translation of A’in, II, p. 90. 
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Zainan' and his brother were killed, Majnun Khan waited on the King’s 
stirrups and performed deeds of valour. In the 14th year he was 
deputed to besiege Kalinjar 1 2 which was one of the famous forts of 
India. Raja Ram Chand, the ruler of Parma, 3 had at the time of 
the downfall of the Afghans purchased it for a large sum of money 
from Bijll Khan the adopted son of Bahar Khan. When the capture 
of Chittor and Rantlnambhor was bruited abroad he surrendered the 
fort to Majnun Khan and sent the keys of the fort on 29th Safr 997 
A.H. (yth January, 1589 A.D.). Majnun Khan was appointed 
in charge of that fort by royal command. In the 17th year he 
accompanied Khan-Khanan Mun'itn (Khan) for the relief of Gora¬ 
khpur. 

It happened that in the same year at the beginning of the Gujarat 
campaign Baba Khan Qaqshal when in attendance on 
the Emperor had an altercation 4 wich Shahbaz Khan, the 
Provost Marshal, and was punished. A false report sprang up 
in Mun'im Khan’s camp that Baba Khan, Jabbari, Mirza Muhammad 
and other Qaqshals had killed Shahbaz Khan, and had joined the 
rebel Mirzas, and that the King had written ordering Majnun Khan 
to be imprisoned. Majnun Khan with all other Qaqshals left Mun'im 
Khan on the march, and though the Commander-in-Chicf endeavoured 
to soothe them, and assured them about the report being false, he was 
unsuccessful. Later when the news came from the Court that Baba 
Khan and Jabbari had received favours as a reward for their good 
service, Majnun Khan felt ashamed of his behaviour, and rejoined 

1 Indian Zamau ‘Ali Quli Shaibatii and his brother Bahadur Khan were killed 
in rhe battle of Sakrawal later named Fathpur in 974; see Akbirrrtama, Beveridge’s 
translation II, p. 434, note 1. 

3. This part of the account is taken from Akbarnama, Text II, pp. 340-342, 
Beveridge's translation II, pp. 499-501. For Kalinjar sec Beveridge, loc. cit., 
p. 498, note 1. 

3 Text has Thatha, but ii is Panna State in Central India, Imperial Gazetteer, 
XXIII, p. 250, 

4 Akbarnama. Text II, pp. 370, 371, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 538. 



Majnim Khan Qaqshiil 


4 ° 


[A laatbir- 


Mun'im Khan on his return after the conquest of Gorakhpur. After 
thac he accompanied Khan-Khanan 1 in the conquest of Bengal and 
Bihar, and rendered excellent service. In 982 A.H. (1574-75 A.D.) 
Bengal was conquered by the Khan-Khanan’s skilful campaign. 
Da’ud Khan Karan! fled co Orissa, and Kala Pahar, and Suiaiman 
and Babu Mankli to Ghoraghat 2 3 . Khan-Khanan took up his quarters 
at Tanda which was the capital of the country and sent the victorious 
troops in various directions to clear the country of the muck of the 
enemy. Majnun Khan with a force was sent to Ghoraghat. Qaqshals 
distinguished themselves by their courageous deeds in battles, and 
collected much booty. Suiaiman Mankli who was the ruler of 
Ghoraghat was killed, and the Afghan families were taken prisoners, 
and that well cultivated country came into the possession (of the 
imperialists). 

Majnun Khan married the daughter of Suiaiman Mankli to his 
son Jabbarl, and divided the country among the Qaqshals. In the 
same year—which was the 20th iiahi Year— Khan-Khanan went oft 
to the Ganges to chastise Da’ud, and Babu Mankli and Kala Pahar, 
who had fled to Kiij (Gooch Behar) 1 , joined the sons of Jaial-ud-Din 
Sur, and renewed disturbances, and attacked the Qaqshals. The 
latter without any regard for their self-respect did not attempt to 
maintain their ground and retired to Tanda. Majnun Khan through 
the friendship of Mtrin Khan stayed in Tanda for some time waiting 
for Khan-Khanan. The Commander-in-Chief after making peace 
with Da’ud Kariini returned quickly, and again sent a force to Ghora- 
ghat under the command of Majnun ’ Khan. He again delivered the 


1 The accountis apparently adapted from Akbarnama, Text III, pp. 119-130, 
Beveridge’s translation HI, pp, 169-186, 

2 Sarkar Ghoraghat is mentioned in A'in, Jarrett’s translation II, pp. 123, 135, 
and in note 6 on p, 123 the author states that the name is probably to be 
identified with Rangpur, but it is apparently die ruined city in Dinajpur district. 
Imperial Gazetteer, XII, p. 236. 

3 See Akbarnama, Text III, p. 131, and Beveridge’s translation III, p. 186, 
Kiij or Cooch Behar is certainly a lapsus calami for Ghoraghat, 
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country, and made proper arrangements for its government. About 
this time he died. His rank was 3,000; the author of the Tabaqat 
writes that it was 5,000, and adds that he had also employed 5,000 
croopers of his own. Alter his death lus son Jabbari served for some 
years with ability and diligence, till the affair of the branding occurred 
and the Qaqshals becoming alarmed showed signs of rebelliousness. 
Jabbari also joined them. After murdering Muzaffar Khan Turban 
when the rebels were successful for a time, each of them was given 
a title; the title of Khan Jahan was added to the name of Jabbari. 
When this crowd separated from Ma'sum Khan Kabuli, they were 
treated leniently, but after his reappointment Akbar kept jabbari 1 
for a time in prison by way of chastisement. In the 39th year he 
showed signs of rcpentence and was released. 

MAKHSOS KHAN* 

(Voi.III,pp.324,325) 

He was the brother of Sa'Td Khan Chaghta’I. When Akbar made 
his rapid march ro Gujarat he sent Sa'Td Khan who was the governor 
of Multan to that country, and took Makhsus Khan along with him. 
In the 21 st year he was appointed to go with Shahbaz Khan on the 
expedition against Raja Gnjpatl.' 1 3 In the 26th year when Prince 
Murid was sent with an army to Kibul to awaken Mirza Muhammad 
Hakim to a sense of his duties, Makhsus Khan was in the left wing. 
Afterwards when the King himself went to Kabul 4 and pardoned 
Mlrza Hakim’s offences, and then moved tepidly to Jalalabad where 
the main camp was, Makhsus Khan accompanied him. In the expe¬ 
dition to Orissa, which was managed by Raja Man Singh, Makhsus 

1 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 650, and Beveridge’s translation III, p. 10000. 

2 Blochmann’s translation of A’in, L (2nd edn.), p. 422. 

3 Raja Gajpati was the most important Zaminciar of Bihar, see Blcchmann, 
op. cit., p. 437. See Akbarnama, Text III, pp. 169, 170, Beveridge’s translation 
HI, p. 241. 

4 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 169, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 542. 
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Khan rendered efficient service 1 . Later he was appointed to serve with 
Prince Salim, and in the 49th year was promoted to the rank of 3,000. 
He was living in the beginning of Jahangir’s reign, but the date of 
his death has not been recorded. He was annoyed with his son 
Maqstid, and after Jahangir’s accession when Sa‘Id Khan begged for 
an appointment for him, the King replied 2 that one, whom his father 
did not like, could not be fit for Divine favour or for royal patronage. 

MALOJI and PARSOJT 
(Vol.IILpp. 520-524). 

They were the brothers of KhelujI Bhonsle who was one of the 
chief Nizam-Shahl officers. In the beginning of Shah Jahan’s reign he 
(KhelujI) entered the imperial service and was attached to Khan Zaman, 
the son of Mahabat Khan Khan Khiman, and who was then the 
governor of the Deccan, including Bcrar and Khandesh. His rank 
was raised to 5,000 foot with 5,000 horse and a congratulatory letter 
was sent to him along with a robe of honour, a decorated dagger, a 
flag and a drum, a horse with a gilded saddle and an elephant. He 
was enrolled among the Deccan auxiliaries and was a zealous royal 
servant. He distinguished himself in the early part of the sieegc of 
Daulatabad in the company of Khan Khanan, and was able to estab¬ 
lish his loyalty by having several encounters with the enemy. When 
through the exertions of all brave men chc capture of the fort of 
Daulatabad, which was the capital of Nizam-Shahls, was approaching, 
KhelujI because of the fear that after this fort was taken, the Nizam- 
Shahl dominion would be injured, like Yaqut Khan the Abyssinian, 
ran away and took service witn ‘Add Shah, and several times encount¬ 
ered the imperial forces. But he got nothing but discomfiture. 
They say that his wife went to Godavari 3 to bathe and was made a 

1 Akbarnima, Beveridge's translation III, p. 937. 

2 This seems to be anodicr version of remark attributed to Jahangir in 
Price's Memoirs, p. 22. 

3 in the Text; but it must be the river Godavari. 
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prisoner. Mahabat Khan guarded her honourably and sent a 
message to Kheluji that his honour was at stake, if he sent a lac of 
hiins, she would be restored to him with honour. He perforce sent 
the money, and Mahabat Khan sent back the wife with all respect. 
When later 'Add Shall submitted to the King’s commands and 
made a compact with the imperial officers, he sent away Kheluji. 
He for a long time carried out raids on the imperial territories. 
Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb captured hun in the 13th year, in 
the beginning of his governorship, and gave him the punishment for 
his deeds. 

MalujI and ParsujT, his younger brothers, were distinguished 
among the Nizim-Shahl officers for bravery. When Kheluji went 
off to ‘Add Shah, they did not join him, but came to Mahabat 
Khan and made promises of fidelity. Mahabat Khan showed favour 
to them, and promoted the first to the rank of 5,000 foot and 5,000 
horse and the second to 3,000 with 2,000 horse, and being fortun¬ 
ate in the imperial service they received the drums. They always 
behaved prudently and cleverly and pleased all the governors of the 
Deccan. MalujI was possessed of some urbanity and gentleness, 
and as he was faithful in his friendships, which is a characteristic of 
the Dcccanis, he was always on good terms with them. 

In the 1 ith year when Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb resolved to 
conquer Baglana. MalujI was appointed 1 to that duty with 3,000 
men along with Muhamad Tahir Vazlr Mian who was one of 
Aurangzlb’s trusced servants. MalujI properly performed the duty 
assigned to him and returned successful. Afterwards in attendance 
on the governors of the Dcccan he performed with alacrity whatever 
service was necessary. During the period of the government of 
Murad Bakhsh when Shall Nawaz Khan Safavl led an army against 
Deogarh, he was in the fore-front of the Deccan officers. In the 29th 
year Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb appointed Mlrza Khan, the 
governor of Berar, and Had! Dad, the governor of Telingana, for 


1 Khafi l^lian. 1 , p. 562. 
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collecting the tribute of D^ogarh, the payment of which was being 
deferred by the Zammdar of that plac e on flimsy grounds. Maluji 1 
was accompanied by a number of Deccan officers. After performing 
this service, he in the 30th year joined the Prince who was 
besieging Golconda. At this time for some reason, the mind 
of the Prince became alienated from the two brothers. 
About this time the Prince was ordered to lead a campaign against 
‘Add Shah of Bljapiir and an auxiliary force was sent from the Court. 
The two brothers were summoned from the Deccan, and reaching Delhi 
they kissed the threshold. In the same year they received the fief of 
Irij Bhandcr and some parganas in that neighbourhood. When Maha¬ 
raja Jaswant was sent with a strong force to Malwa they were among 
the auxiliaries, and at the battle of Ujjain 2 they were appointed to guard 
the Maharaja’s camp which was near the battlefield. In the heat of the 
battle, Murad BakJish, who was on Aurangzlb’s right wing, fell upon 
the camp and plundered it. MalujI and Parsuji could not make a 
stand, and fled to Agra. Later in the battle 3 4 with Data Shikoh 
they were on the left wing with Sipihr Shikoh. After 
the victory they joined Aurangzlb, and owing to the circumstances of 
the time were favourably received. 

But as Aurangzlb still cherished resentment against them, both of 
them in the 3rd year were removed from office, bur in view of their 
long service—they had spent their whole lives in the service of the 
state—MalujI was granted an annual pension of Rs. 30,000 and 
Parsuji Rs. 20,000''. MalujI died in the 5th year in 1072 A.H. (1661- 
62 A.D.). Both founded quarters in Aurangabad which are still 
known by their names. Malujlpura is outside the city and Parsujipura 

1 Op. ctt., p. 745, 

1 Battle of Dharmat, 26th April, 1658; see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of 
Aurangzib t II, pp. 348-367. Maluji and Parsuji with Devi Singh Bundila were 
in charge of the camp; loc. cit., p. 359. 

3 Battle of Samugarh, 91I1 June. 1658. See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., 
pp. 388 405. 

4 '/llamgirnama, p. 594. 
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is inside the fort. They say ParsujI in his mode of life followed the 
Mughal customs. He had purchased the Zammddrt of Jalgaon in 
Berar for Rs. 80,000. 

MA'MOR KHAN MIR ABOL FADL MA'MORI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 503-508). 

He was a true Saiyid and an excellent man, and had developed 
powers of discernment and comprehension. In Shah Jahan s time he 
obtained the rank of 500 with 200 horse, and was long attached to the 
auxiliary forces in the Deccan. Owing to his good fortune and amia¬ 
ble disposition every governor, who was sent to that Siiba, liked him 
and made him his confidant. He was able and courteous, and was 
unique in the constancy of his friendships. When Prince Muhammad 
Aurangzib became the viceroy, he owing to his sagacity, foresight, long 
service and loyalty, became his favourite, and was always a recipient 
of royal favours. When the Prince started' towards the Capital to make 
his bid for the empire, and by successive marches reached the bank of 
the Narbada, he gave Ma'mur Khan the rank of 1,000 with 400 horse. 
In the battle with Jaswant* he was with Prince Muhammad Sultan in 
the van. After the victory he was granted the title of Ma'mur Khan 6 
and the rank of 1,500 with 500 horse. After the battle with Dara 
Slnkoh’, Aurangzlb encamped at Agharabad Garden near Delhi also 
known as the Shalamar Garden. It was decided by the astrologers 
that Friday 1st Dhul Qa'da, 1068 A.H. (21st July, 1658) was the 
auspicious dav for the enthronement 6 , but as there was no time to 

1 Aurangzib started from Aurangabad to contest the throne and reached 
Burhanpur on March ist, 1658. After halting there for more than a month he 
moved on to M indwa, and from there in seven matches reached Akbarpur on the 
bank of die Narbada, which fie crossed on 14th April; see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
History of Aurangzib i I, pp. 344-347. 

2 Battle of Dharmat, 26th April, 1658. 

3 ' Alamgirnama, p. 77. 

4 Battle cf Samugarh, 8th June, 1658. 

5 Sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, up. cit., II, p. 446; also 'AUntglrnama, p. 145, and 
Maathir-i'‘Alamgtri. pp. 8, 9. 
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carry out the ceremony in the customary way, Aurangzib sat on the 
throne in this garden at the auspicious moment. 

It happened that at this time* Najabat Khan 1 2 , the Commander-in- 
Chief who had greatly distinguished himself in a number of battles 
and dangerous undertakings and who, while he was the principal 
officer of Shah Jahan, had espoused the Prince’s cause, and though he 
had received the rank of 7,000 with 7,000 horse, the gift of two 
lacs of rupees and the title of Khan-Khanan Si-pah-Sdldr, out of folly 
and greed, was not at all bashful in being dissatisfied with royal 

favours as a reward for his valuable services in the cause, and confined 
himself to his house. Ma‘mur Khan, who in view of his service and 

ability, was a favourite of Aurangzib, and was also on intimate terms 

with Najabat Khan, was ordered to go immediately and convey cer¬ 
tain messages and orders to him. Although he tried to give as a friend 
harsh and correct advice he was not successful. Najabat Khan in whose 
case pride and conceit had undermined foresight and natural caution, 
made improper demands, brought up useless discussions, and started 
using abusive and insulting language. Ma'mur Khan, who had more 
regard for his salt and allegiance to the Empire than for personal 

friendship, repeatedly tried to check him, but it had no effect. At 
last in consideration of regard for both he rose up to depart. Najabat 
Khan thinking that his conduct would be reported, struck him from 
behind with his sword, so that his head was severed from the body, and 
his corpse was thrown outside. Although guards were sent against him, 
he prepared for battle, and except chat he was deprived of his rank and 

1 This statement docs not seem to be correct. The murder is not described 
in ‘Alamgirnama or the Maatbir-i-Alamgiri, but is incidentally referred to in the 
two works on p, 230 and 32 respectively. According to Kli afi Khan, II, pp. 46, 
47, the murder took place a few days before the solar weighment for Aurangzib’s 
41st year, which was after his return from the pursuit of Dara Shikoh from near 
Multan early in January 1659 The murder is also described in the account of 
Najabat f£han Maatbir-ul-Umarii, Text III, pp, 823, 826, but the two accounts 
do not agree in details (see for details in the notes under Najabat Khan. 

2 Najabat fChan was the third son of Mirza Shahrukh. the ruler of 
Badakhshan. For his biography see Maathir~»l-Urnara, Text III, pp. 821-828. 
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title, no redress for the unjust murder was secured. That poor man 
took his unfulfilled desires for advancement with him to the grave, and 
the flower of his hopes died without blooming. 

His 1 2 son Mir ‘Abdullah was a distinguished man of a firm disposi¬ 
tion. He was a master of calligraphy. For some time he was the 
Bakhsht of the army of Flruz fang. His son owing to unemployment 
became a ciarvtsh. His daughter was the wife of fa'far Khan KhurasanI, 
who earlier had acquired fame owing to his being the son-in-law of 
Hatim Beg Kifayac Khan. In Aurangzib’s time he was appointed as 
the Divan of Bijapur, Haidarabad, and Bldar, and BakBsht of the 
army of Khan Flruz Jang. In the end he was in straitened circum¬ 
stances, and he died in the beginning of the reign of the present 
sovereign (Muhammad Shah). She (the wife) passed her days in the 
mortuary garden of her father and grandfather in Aurangabad. 
Nothing is known about the other children of Mir Abul Fadl Ma'muri. 
But his sister had many children. One of her grandchildren was 
Fakhr-ud-Dln ‘All Khun Ma'muri, who was full of energy and 
enterprise, but unfortunately not one in a hundred of his ideas 
succeeded. Otherwise he would have accomplished great things. 
His father Mir Abfil Fatli resigned the royal service and carried on 
trade and shipping business at Cuttack in Orissa. 

The Khan in question (Fakhr-ud-Dln) was appointed Bakhsht and 
recorder of Sangamner in the Deccan. In the time of Bahadur Shah 
he was m-chargc of the fort of holy Surat. In the reign of Farrukh- 
siyar he was dismissed, but he refused to hand over to his successor 
and prepared to fight. He was censured by the King and lived for 
a while at Ahmadabad, (Gujarat). When Husain ‘All Khan Amlr- 
ul-Umara came to the Deccan, he, owing to the acquaintance of his 
father with Saiyid ‘Abdullah Khan Barah, attached himself to him 
and was appointed- Faujdar of Bijagarh* on the banks of the Narbada. 


1 The remainder ol the note is only a rambling account of the progeny of 
Ma’miir KJian. and is not of much historical interest. 

2 Sarkar Bijagarh was also called .Sarkar Kliergaon, see Khiifi Khan, H, p. 852, 
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But for various reasons he Hid not prosper, and in distressed 
circumstances went from the Deccan to the Capital and from there 
to Bengal. Although he tried hard in every way, he did not succeed 
there also, and so he returned to Haidarabad via Orissa. Mubariz 
Khan, the governor, in view of his earlier relations treated him 
courteously. 

When the governorship of the Deccan was transferred by the 
Court to Mubariz Khan, he appointed the said Khan as the governor 
of Berar, Later as Mubariz Khan could not take possession of the 
government and was killed, the said Khan went away to Surat, and 
undertook new enterprises. Owing to his misfortune he was plundered 
by the enemy (the Mahrattas), and taken before Raja Sahu 1 . Though 
he tried to stir up the Raja, and did his best to make him disturb 
the peace in the Deccan, he did not succeed. When Asaf Fath 
Jang took the parganas appertaining to Chanda out of the possession 
of the lima 2 , who were a tribe from Telinga, he waited on him. 
Asaf Jah, out of consideration for his experience, thought of giving 
him a job, but death did not allow this to happen. He was buried 
in the same place. He was closely related to the author. There 
was an exhuberance in the disposition of the deceased such as the 
author has not seen in anyone else. 

(RAJA) MAN SINGH' 1 

(Vol. II, pp. 160-170). 

He was the son of Raja Bhagwan Das Kachwaha. On account of 
his high intellectual attainments, abundant courage, high position 

and Jarretc's translation of A’in, 11 1 pp. 204-206. Bijagarh was the old capital of 
Niniar in Central India for which see Imperial Gazetteer, XIX, p. 106. 

1 Raja Shahu, the grandson of Shivaji, who ruled from 1777-1810. 

2 Probably the Bhils. 

3 There are notices of Raja Man .Singh in Stewart, History of Bengal, 
pp. 180-191, Blochmann’s translation of A'in j I (2nd edn.), pp. 361-363 and Aziid; 
Darbar-i-Akbari (1939), pp. 535-566. In Tod, Annals and Antiquities of Rajas¬ 
than (1914 edn.), p. 286, note 2, it is stated that Raja Bhagwan Das had three 
sons; apparently he was an adopted son of Raja Bhagwan Das. 
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and close connection (with the King), he was at the head of the 
Amirs and nobles of 'Akbar. Through his great loyalcy and devotion 
he received the title of Farzand, and was sometimes called the Mlrza 
Raja. In the end of 984 A.H., he was appointed to chastise Rana 
Kika, and in the beginning of 985 A.H., a great battle took place at 
Goganda 1 which had been established as a city after Chittor. Raja 
Rain Stih of Gwaliyar and his sons were killed. In the engagement 
the Rana and Kunwar Man Singh came face to face with each other; 
the Rana and the former were wounded and fled. Raja Man Singh 
stayed in his palace, and sent to the Court the famous elephant Ram 
Sah 2 * 4 along with other spoils. But, as it was alleged that he had 
strictly forbidden the soldiers from devastating the Rana’s lands, the 
King censured him and recalled him to the Court; and for a time 
did not allow him to pay his respects. 

When the post of the Commander-in-Chief of the Punjab was 
entrusted to the Raja Bhagwan Das, the charge of defending the 
districts bordering on che Indus devolved on the Kunwar' 1 . In the 
30th year, 993 A.H. (1583 A.D.) Mlrzd Muhammad Hakun, half- 
brother of Akbar, who was the ruler of Kabul, died, and the Kunwar 
was ordered to hasten to Kabul. He reassured the inhabitants, and 
with the deceased sons Mirza Afrasiyab and Mirza Kaiqubad and 
their relations and dependants and retinue returned to the Court. 
Akbar went as far as the Indus, and honoured Kunwar Man Singh by 
appointing him as the governor of Kabul. He by his bravery and 
courage punished' 1 che Raushms, who owing to their plunderings and 

1 See Akbarnama, Beveridge’s translation 111 , pp. 244, 245, according to 
which the battle took place at “Khamnur which is the mouth of the Hnldi defile 
and is a dependancy of Goganda.” The battle is usually styled as the battle of 
Haldighat, and a good account is given by Badayuni (Lowe’s translation of 
Muntakhabut-Taw-irikh II, pp. 236-230), where it is stated that it took place in 
the first half of Rabi‘ I, 984, and Blcthmann, op. cif., p. 460, note 2, states that 
it took place on 21st Rabf 1 ; 19th June, 1576 A.D. 

2 In Akbarnama, loc. at.. p. 247, the name of the elephant is "Ram 

Pershad." 3 Op. cit., 493. 

4 Op. cit., p. 734; the Afghans were defeated at 'Ali Masjid. 
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highway robberies were a stumbling block on the Khyber route. 
When Raja Birbar 1 fell in Swat at the hands of the Yiisufza’Is, and 
Zain Khan and Hakim Abul Fath were recalled to the Court, this 
business was also entrusted to Man Singh. When Afghanistan was 
made over to Raja Bhagwan Das, and he after crossing the Indus 
became mad, the government of that place again reverted to the 
Kunwar 2 . In the 32nd year when it appeared that the Kunwar was 
being worried by the cold climate, and that injustice was being prac¬ 
tised on the peasantry of Afghanistan by the Rajputs and that the 
Kunwar was not paying any heed to the oppressed, this country was 
taken from him, and a fief was granted to him in the Eastern districts 3 . 
Meanwhile he was employed in chastising the Raushnls. In the same 
year when Bihar was assigned to the Kachwaha clan as their fief, the 
Kunwar was sent off to protect that country. In the 34th year when 
his father died, he received the title of Raja' 1 and the rank of 5,000. 
After reaching Bihar he carried by assault the dwelling of Piiran Mai 
of Gidhaur,'’ who had become very presumptuous, and captured many 
places. Puran Mai could not save his fort and begged for quarter. 
From there he proceeded to attack Raja Sangram, who submitted and 
presented elephants and rarities of his country. The Raja returned to 
Patna and attacked Ranpat 6 Choruh, and obtained much plunder. 

When he had disposed of the refractory malevolents there, he in 
the 35th year 7 went to Orissa by way of Jharkhand with a large army. 
Orissa has always been governed by independent rulers. Previously 
it was for a time ruled by Pratap Deo. His son Bar (or Nar) Singh 
Deo wickedly rose against his father, and finding an opportunity 

1 Of. tit., pp 730-732. It was in the Balandari Pass that Birbar was killed 
on 16th February, 1586, j)j .. in the Text is what is now generally known 
as Swat. 

2 Op. cit p. 745. 3 Of. tit., p. 790. 4 Of. tit., p. 863 

5 Of. tit., p. 872. Gidhaur in Monghyr district (Jmftiial Gazetteer XII, 

p. 237) is in the Text. 

o Ranpat Cherut o£ the Text is Anant Ccruh in Akbarnama. 

7 °f- cit - PP- 933 - 937 - 
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poisoned him, thereby acquiring eternal death for himself’. About 
this time Mukand Deo came from Telingana, and entered his service. 
He was enraged by Bar Singh's wicked act and determined to be re¬ 
venged. He gave out that for wife was coming to visit him (Bar Singh). 
In this way he sent litters ( dolts ) filled with arms, and, with a tnbuie 
of silk cloths carried by 20 brave" and experienced men, entered the 
fort. As a parricide docs not last very long, he was soon disposed of. 
He lost his authority. It was not the custom for the Raja to take 
possession of the treasures hoarded by his predecessors, but he broke 
the locks of 70 old treasuries, and took possession of their hoards. 
Though he displayed generosity, he was not a just and wise ruler, and 
gave himself up to sensual gratification. Sulaiman KararanT, who 
had taken possession of Bengal, sent his son Bayazld by way of Jhark¬ 
hand to conquer that country, and sent with him Iskandar Beg Ozbcg, 
who had rebelled against Akbar and taken shelter with him. The 
case-loving Raja appointed two armies under the commands of Jhapat 
Rai and Durga Tsj to oppose him. These men, unfaithful to their 
salt, intrigued with the officers of the army, and turned against their 
master. A hot engagement took place. The Raja submitted to his 
misfortune and waited upon Bayazld. With his aid a great battle was 
fought, and both the Raja and Jhapat Rai fighting bravely were killed. 
The government reverted to Durga Tej. Sulaiman by guile called him, 
put hint to death, and took possession of the country. 

During the viceroyalties of Mun'im Khan Khan-Khanan and Khan 
Jahan Turkman much of the country was annexed. As a result of 
the dispersal of the Bengal officers Qutlu Lohani took possession of the 
country (Orissa). When the Raja in this year came to this country, 
Qutlu prepared to fight. Though the royal army was defeated’, the 
Raja remained firm (in his resolve). Suddenly Qutlu, who was ill, 

1 So in the Text; it apparently means a retribution for patricide. 

z According to Akbarnama, loc. tit,, p. 933, note 3, 200 and not 20 men 
carried the presents. 

3 Jagat Singh son of Raja Man Singh was defeated in this battle. 
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died, and ‘Isa, his minister, raised his young son Naslr Khan to power 
and made peace with the Raja. The Raja included in the crown-lands 
the temple of Jagannath and its appurtenances, and returned to Bihar 1 . 
Jagannath is a famous place of worship among the Hindus, and is 
situated in the city of Purushotam (Purl) on the seashore. Near 
(inside) it are erected the statues of Kishan (Krishna) and his brother 
and sister, made of sandalwood. 

They say that over four thousand years ago Raja Indraman 2 , the 
ruler of Nilgar Hills, at the instance of an enlightened one, who stated 
that this place was very dear to God the Creator, had founded a big 
city there. It was revealed to the Raja in a dream one night that 
071 a certain day a piece of wood 52 fingers in length and i 1 /* cubit 
broad would arrive. This was the special figure of the Deity, and he 
was to take it and place 11 in his house. He was to watch over it for 
seven days, and with whatever shape it assumed, it was to be put in 
the place of worship. It so happened when he awoke, and he gave it 
the name of Jagannath. They say that when Kala Pahar, the servant 
of Sulaiman KararanI, conquered this country, he flung this piece of 
wood into the fire. It was not burnt. Then he flung it into the sea, 
but it came back. It is said that the image is washed six times a day, 
and is dressed anew, and waited upon by 50 or 60 Brahmans. Bach 
time large banquets are spread before the image, and some 20,000 
people can partake of this food. A car with 16 wheels is prepared 
and the images are set upon it, and it is believed that whoever draws 
it is cleansed of all his sins, and does not suffer any ills in future. 
They narrate wonderful things about it. 

In short, so long as ‘Isa, the minister of Qutlii, lived, he observed 
the rights of the treaty with the Raja. After hun Khwaja Sulaiman and 
Khwaja ’Uthman, the sons of Qutlu, broke the treaty, and raised the 
head of disturbance. The Raja, in the 37th year, addressed himself firm- 

1 Tire conquest of Orissa is described in Akbamama > loc. tit., pp. 878-880. 

2 The account of the temple of Jagannath at Puri is adapted from the A'tn 
(Jarrett’s translation) II, pp. 127-129. Tire three images are of Krishna, Balbadhra 
and Subhadra. 



uLUmard] 


Man Singh 


53 


ly to the task of extirpating them-and conquering that country. Sa'ld 
Khan, the governor of Bengal, also joined him. In great battles they 
(the two Khwajas) were defeated, and took refuge with Raja Ram 
Chand who was a leading Zamtnddr of the country. Although Sa‘Id 
Khan returned to Bengal, the Raja did not cease to pursue them, and 
besieged Sarangarh which they had regarded as their asylum. They 
were obliged to wait on the Raja. They received a fief in the Sarkdr 
Khalifabad 1 2 3 4 , and in the year 1000 A.H. (1591-92 A.D.) Orissa 
became part of the imperial dominions. In the 39th year, 1002 A.H. 
(1593-94 A.I).), when Sultan Kluisrau was raised to the rank of 
5,000 and gnen Orissa in fief, the Raja was appointed his guardian, 
and w’.as permitted to go to his fief in Bengal and to protect that 
area'. By his excellent arrangements and the might of his sword, 
the Raja took much territory from the countries of the Bhiitl and other 
Z tntnddrs, and included it in the imperial dominions. In the 40th 
year, 1004 A.H. (1 595-96 A.D.), lie selected near Akmahl a place 
where there was less danger of attack by boats. Sher Shah had also 
approved of this place. The Raja founded 3 city there as the seat of 
government and called it Akbarnagar 1 . They aiso call it Rajmahal. 
In the 41st year Lachmi Narain, the Zamindar of Kuch (Cooch Bchar), 
a populous country to the north of Ghoraghat, 200 kos long and 40 
to 100 broad, submitted and had an interview with the Raja. He 
gave his sister in marriage to the Raja 1 . 

In chc 44th year, 1008 A.H. (1999-1600 A.D.), when Akbar 
was going to the Deccan, and Prince Salim was appointed to the 
AjmEr Siiba to punish the Rana, the Raja through still holding the 
government of Bengal, was commissioned to accompany the Prince. 
As at that time ‘Isa, who was the great landowner in Bengal, died, 
the Raja thought that it would be easy to manage the country, and 

1 Khalifabad in Eastern Bengal; it included Bakarganj, Jessore etc.; see Jarred, 
op. cit., p|>. 123, 134. 

2 Akbarnama, Beveridge's translation III, p. 999. 

3 Op. cit., pp. 1042, 1043; SClJ a * sc Imperial Gazetteer , V, p. 179. 

4 Op. cit., p 1068. 
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sent his eldest son jagat Singh there. Jagat Singh died on the way, 
and his son Maha Singh, who was still young, was sent to Bengal. 
In the 45th year Khwaja ‘Uthman, the son of Qutlu stirred up 
strife 1 . The Raja’s men considering the affair to be an easy one 
came out to fight. They were defeated. Though Bengal was not 
lost, but extensive areas were taken possession of (by the enemy). 
Prince Sultan SalTm, who in self-indulgence, drinking and evil company 
had spent a long time in Ajmer, left for Udaipur. Before he had 
settled the affair there, he became presumptuous, and wanted to leave 
for the Panjab. Suddenly the disturbance of the Afghans 111 Bengal 
became serious, and Raja Man Singh suggested to the Prince to go 
there, but at the instigation of opportunists he started towards Agra. 
Maryam MakanT came out of the fort to advise him, but out of shame 
he turned back when he was within four kos of the Capital, and started 
by boat for Allahabad 2 . The Raja separated from the Prince, and went 
off to chastise the Bengal rebels. Near Sherpur he defeated them in 
a battle, Mir ‘Abdur-Razzaq Ma'muri, the Bakbshi of Bengal, who 
had been captured, was found in the field in chains and with a collar 
round his neck. When the Raja had settled the country satisfactorily, 
he returned to the Court, and was exalted to the rank of 7,000 with 
7,000 horse' 1 . At that time no Amir had risen higher than 5,000, 
but later Mirza Shahrukh* and Mirza 'Aziz Koka 5 also received this 
rank. At the time of Akbar’s death the Raja and ‘Aziz Koka were 
plotting to raise to the throne Sultan Khusrau whom people considered 
the heir apparent. But Jahangir won him (the Raja) over by confirm- 


1 The appointment of Prince Salim to Ajmer and the rebellion in Bengal 
are described in Akbarnama, loc. cit., pp. 1140, 1141. 

2 Akbarnama, loc. cit., p, 1155- 

3 In Akbarnama, loc. cit., p. 1257, the rank is given as 7,000 with 6,000 
horse. 

4 Mirza Shahrukh son of Mirza Ibrahim was married to Akbar’s daughter 
Shukr-un-Nisa Bcgam, For his account see Blocbmann, of. cit, pp. 326, 327. 

5 For ghan A'zani Mirza ‘Aziz Koka son of Atka Khan sec Blocbmann, 
op. cit., pp. 343-347. 
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ing him in his Bengal appointment and otherwise conciliating him 1 . 
After Jahangir’s accession he left for Bengal, but in the same year was 
transferred and was engaged for a while in chastising the rebels of 
Rohtas. From there he returned to the Court, and in the 3rd year 
obtained leave to go to his home so that he might make arrangements 
for the Deccan campaign, 2 and go there to assist the Khan-Khanan. 
He was in the Deccan for a long time, and died there a natural death 
in the 9th year of Jahangir’s reign 3 . Sixty persons were 4 5 burnt with 
him. 

The Raja had established wonderful pomp, greatness, influence and 
authority in Bengal. His panegyrist (bad fardsb) had 100 elephants, 
and all his soldiers had good allowances. He had many trustworthy 
servants, all of whom were holders of high offices. They say that at 
the time when the Deccan campaign was assigned to Khan Jahau Lodi, 
there were 15 Panjhazarts 3 (of the rank of 3,000), owning flags and 
drums, such as Khan-Khanan, Raja Man Singh, Mirza Rustam Safavi, 
Asaf Khan Ja'tar and Sharif Khan Amlr-ul-Umara, and 1700 auxiliary 
officers holding the ranks of 4,000 to 100. When owing to lack of 
supplies there was such a scarcity in the Balaghat area that a seer of 
flour could not be had for a rupee, the Raja one day rose in the 
Assembly and earnestly said, “If I were a Muhammadan, I would once 
every day eat with you. As I have a grey beard, would you all accept 
from me the price of pan leaves.” Before all the others Khan-Khanan 
put his hand on his head and answered, “I accept the offer.” The 
others also concurred. The Raja gave Rs. 100 to every Panjhazart and at 
this rate made daily allowances to everyone down to the rank of 100. 
Every night he put money in a purse with the name of the person on 

1 Khafi Khan, I, pp. 233, 234, Beni Prasad, History of lahangir, pp. 72, 73. 

2 Tiizuh-t-Jabangiri, (Rogers & Beveridge), I, p. 148; and lqbalnama-i- 
labcingtri, p, 34. 

3 Tuzuk-t-lahtingiri, loc. oil., p. 266, note 1. He died in the month of June, 
1614. 

4 Apparently 60 of his wives burnt themselves on his pyre. 

5 Only five ‘ ut of the fifteen are enumerated. 
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it, and sent one to each. For the three or four months that this expe¬ 
dition lasted, he never once missed (to send such gifts). For the men 
of the camp until supplies ( Rasad ) arrived, he sold provisions at the 
rates prevailing at Ambar. They saw that his wife Kunwar Rani, who 
was an expert manager, sent the provisions from his home. The Raja 
on his marches used to set up mosques and baths constructed of cloth 
for the Muhammadans, and supplied daily one meal to every one of 
his followers. 

They say that one day a Saiyid argued with a Brahman about the 
superiority of Islam over the Hindu religion. They referred the 
matter to the Raja for his dictum. The Raja said, “If I were to admit 
the superiority of Islam, people would say that it was out of flattery for 
the reigning sovereign, and if I said the opposite, I would be accused 
of partiality.” When they pressed him for his opinion, the Raja said, 
“1 have no learning, but with regard to the Hindu religion which is so 
old (I see that) if there are perfect men in it, they are burnt as soon as 
they arc dead, and their ashes dispersed to the winds. If anyone goes 
there at night, there is a fear of his being influenced by the demons 
( Jinns ). In Islam there are, in every town and city, saints at rest, and 
people receive blessings from them and various assemblies are held 
there (in their shrines).” 

They say that at the time of going to Bengal he met one Shah 
Daulat, who was a sainc of the time, at Monghyr. The Shall said, 
“With all your wisdom and intelligence why don’t you become a 
Muhammadan.” The Raja said, “In God’s word it is stated ‘God’s 
seal is on the heart of every one’. If by your efforts the lock of evil 
destiny (Shaqawat) is removed from my bosom, I will at once become 
a believer”. For a month he waited hoping for this to happen, but 
as Islam was not in his destiny, there was no result. As has been 
well expressed m the verse : 

Verse. 

Congealed hearts profit little from the blessing of darvlshes, 

When Copper is dead, nought results from alchemy. 
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They say that Raja Man Singh hah 1,500 wives and two to three 
children from each, but all except Raja Blu’o Singh 1 died during 
their father’s lilecime. Soon after his father’s death he also died of 
excessive drinking. A separate account of his life has been included. 

(SAIY1D) MANSOR KHAN BARAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 449-452). 

He was the eldest son" of Saiyid Khan Jahan Shah-JahanlL fie 
held a rank and a fief. When his father died in the 19th year (of 
Shah Jahiin’s reign), he without any apparent reason 4 and from foolish 
apprehensions went off into the wilderness. Shah Jahan sent Yadgar 
Beg, Superintendent of chc mace-bearers with a posse of men to 
Sirhind as it appeared likely that he had gone to his home there. 
They were directed to get hold of that fool as soon as possible and 
bring hitn to the Court. Later it was found that he had gone to the 
Lakht Jangal 4 and had been arrested by the Krori there. Shafi'Ullah 
Barlas, Mir Tuznk, was sent with a number of Yasaivals to bring 
him. As the Krort was related to the daughters of Khan Jahan, who 
had been a pillar of the State, he had not taken all the necessary 
measures for che safe custody of that ill-mannered person, he 
escaped 6 before Shafl'UUah’s arrival. The latter on reaching there 
threatened the Kror'i with Shah Jahiin’s wrath—which is a sample of 
the wrath of God—regarding his neglect of duty. He immediately 

1 He is mentioned in TUzuk-i-]ahangm (Rogers & Beveridge) I, pp. 24, 140, 
266, 268, 282, 297, 329, 372 and 11 , pp. 81, 108 mid 218. He died of excessive 
drinking in the 16th vear of Jahangir's reign in 1621 A.D. No separate biography 
of his is included in the MaHtbir. 

2 Khali Khan, 1 , p. 618, rails him grandson, but on p. 646 as the son ol 
Saiyid Khan Jahan. 

3 For his biography see Maathir-ul-Umara, 1 , pp. 758-766 and translation, I, 
pp. 791-794. He died in 1055 A.H., 1645 A.D. 

4 Badshabnama, II, pp. 473, 474; Khafi Khan, I, p. 618. 

5 Lakhi Jangal 01 a forest with hundreds of thousand trees was situated near 
Bhatinda in the Panjab. 

6 Op. cit., p. 477. The account is adapted from Badsbabn 3 m/i. 
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wrote to iiis uncle, the Krort of Tihara (on the liver Sutlej) that if 
that wretch had gone there, no pains should be spared in bringing 
about his capture, otherwise his post and life were at stake. After 
endless search he found, through trackers, that Mansur Khan had 
gone from the neighbourhood of Tihara to Sirhtnd. He started 
immediately after him, and joined Yadgar Beg, who not having found 
any trace of him up to Sirhind was still searching for him. They 
together took fresh measures for his search. After endless search and 
enquiries for that ungracious fool they found him. He after much 
toil had reached Sirhind with two companions, and leaving the horses 
in the desert had thrown the saddles in a well, and had hidden himself 
as a fdq'tr in a corner of the garden of Hafiz Rakhna. Yadgar Beg 
arrested him and brought him in chains to the Court. He was sent 
to prison. In the 20th year, he was released' at the request of Prince 
Muhammad Aurangzlb when the latter was leaving for Balkh, and 
was made over to him so that he might be taken to Balkh as one of 
his servants. Later when he was reformed, he was honoured by being 
restored to his mansab. But his nature was evil, and he from time 
to time committed faults, for each one of which he deserved exemplary 
punishment and castigation, but, in view of the services of his father, 
his faults and commissions were overlooked by the Emperor. 

When Prince Murad Bakhsh went off to take charge of Gujarat, 
he was sent with him in order that lie might proceed from there to 
holy Mecca and offer retribution for his ill deeds, in the hope that 
this might change his unbecoming habits into praiseworthy actions. 
In the 30th year he returned from there, and as he showed signs of 
penitence and reformation, he was, at the request of the said Prince, 
granted the rank of 1,000 with qoo horse, and enlisted among the 
auxiliaries of Gujarat. Later he accompanied the Prince, and in the 
battles with Maharaja Jaswant Singh and Dara Shikoh rendered 
valuable services, and was rewarded with an increase in his rank 


1 Khafi fjihnn, I, p. 646, 
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and the tide of Khan. When the shortsighted Prince 1 was imprisoned 
by Aurangzib, the rank of Saiyid Mansur Khan was increased to 
3,000 with 1,500 horse, and lie accompanied Khalil Ullah Khan 2 3 4 5 , 
who was sent in advance in pursuit of Data Shtkoh. What was 
his later fate' 1 and when he d : cd, is not known. 


MARHAMAT KHAN BAHADUR GHADANFAR JANG 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 713715). 

His name was Mir Ibrahim and he was the son of Amir Khan 
Kabuli' 1 . In the 48th year of Aurangzib’s reign he had the rank of 
1,000 with qco horse. In l arrukh-siyar’s reign he was baujdar and 
governor of tlu fort of Mandu in Malwa. He occupied lumself in 
chastising the rebels in that quarter, and acquired a name for gallantry. 
About the close of the reign of that Emperor when Husain ‘All Kh an' 1 
was coming to the Capital from the Deccan, Marhamat Khan, though 
he was on the way, out of jealousy or because he knew that the 
Emperor did not like Husain ‘All, pleaded illness and did noc come to 
sec him. Husain ‘All Khan after reaching the Court dismissed him, 

• - w 

and wrote to Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah, who was then die governor of 
Malwa, to transicr him. Asaf Jah in accordance with the order 
summoned him from the fort, and, as he could not return to the Court, 
appointed him as ihe governor of the fort of Sironj etc. appertaining 


2 the name is not mentioned, bur apparently Murad Bakhsh who was 
treacherously made a prisoner by Auranzib. Sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of 
Aurangzib, II, pp. 432-436. 

2 'Alamgirnama, pi 164. 

3 In ‘ Alamgirnarna, p. 338, it is nicmioncd that he was granted .1 kjiil’at and 
included among the auxiliaries of the Deccan. 

4 His full name was Amir Khan Mir Milan; for his biography see Maiithir- 
ul-Umard } I, pp. 277-287, and Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 246-253. 

5 For Husain ‘All Khan’s journey from the Deccan to Delhi see Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar’s edition of Irvine's Later Mttghals , I, pp. 355-362, 368, 
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to the grants of the Saba of Malwa. When about the same time Asaf 
Jah resolved to return to the Deccan, Marhamat KJian also decided to 
accompany him with a suitable force. In the battle 1 2 3 with Saiyid Dila- 
war 'All he had the command of the left wing. He exerted himself 
bravely, and advanced upto the vanguard. Many Rajputs in the ene¬ 
my’s forces were killed. He also rendered good service in the fight 
with ‘Alain ‘All Khan 8 . After the victory he was exalted to the rank 
of 5,000 with 5,000 horse, granted the title of Marhamat Khan 
Bahadur Ghadanfar Jang, and appointed governor of Burhanpur. He 
rendered notable services in fighting with the Rawals of Khandesh. But 
as complaints of oppression by his servants reached Asaf Jah, he was 
transferred from the governorship of Khandesh to the Faujdarl of Bagla- 
na, and allowed to retain a fief of fourteen lacs. He did not apply 
himself to the duty of tins office, and when lie heard that Muhammad 
Shah had ascended the throne and that the Barah S’aiyids had been 
discomforted, he hastened to the Court, and for a time was the Faujdar 
of Mcwar, and later was appointed governor of Patna. He died at his 
appointed time. His son Bacja’ Ullah who was the son-in-law of 
Mlrzii Muhsin, the brother of Abul Mansur Khan Safdar Jang, served 
for a long time as the deputy oE the said Khan in his appointment as 
the governor of Allahabad. I11 the disturbance created by Ahmad 
Khan Bangash’, lie did not neglect to take proper measures, and preven¬ 
ted the fort of Allahabad from falling into the hands of the 
Afghans 4 * . 


1 Dilawar ‘Ali was the Bakhshi of Husain 'All Khan's army. Tor the batik 
in the hilly country of Pandhar on 19th June, 1720, sec Irvine, op. cit., II, 
pp. 28-34. 

2 Battle of Balapur, 10th August, 1720; sec Irvine, op. cit., II, pp. 47-50. 

3 For Navvab Ahmad Khan Ghalib Jang of Bangash see Irvine, 7 he Bangash 
Nawabs of Farrnkhabad, Jottrn. As. Soc. Bengal, XLVIII, pp. 58 ft set ry. 

4 For the siege of Allahabad from September 1750— April 1751, see Irvine, 

he. cit,, pp. 77-82, 
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(MIR) MA-SOM BHAKKARI 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 326-329). 

His pen name was Nairn. His ancestors were Saiyids of 1 nrnnidh, 
but for two or three generations Had lived in Qandahar. His ancestors 
with some other Saiyids had charge of the tomb of Baba Sher Qalandar, 
who was one of the spiritual leaders of his time and who was buried at 
Qandahar. His father’s name was Mir Saiyid Safa’I, and on this 
account Mir Ma'sum was called Saiyid Safa’I. Mir Ma'sum’s father 
came to Bhakkar, and was graciously received and honoured by Sultan 
Mahmud, its ruler, and so he took up his abode at that place. He 
married into the family of the Saiyids of Khabrut in Slwistan. Mir 
Ma'sum and his two brothers were born at Bhakkar. After his father’s 
death Mir Ma'sum studied under Mulla Muhammad of Kingrl, which 
was a depcndancy of Bhakkar, and also acquired five accomplishments. 
As he was very fond of hunting, he spent much time in its pursuit. 
Suddenly lie became very poor, and went off on foot to Gujarat. Shaikh 
Ishaq Fiiruqi of Bhakkar, who was one of the influential officers in the 
service of Khwaja Nizam-ud-Dln Ahmad of Herat, the Divan of that 
province (Gujarat) introduced the Mlrz.a to the Khwaja on account of 
the old acquaintance with him dating from the time when they 
studied together in their native place. It so happened that the 
Tabaqat'i-Akbari 2 was being prepared at the time, and the Mir, who 
unrivalled in his knowledge of history, took part in its preparation. 
Accordingly the Khwaja acknowledges in the work his share in its 
compilation. Later Mir Ma'sum entered the service of Shihab-ud-Dln 
Ahmad, the governor of the province, and received an office. In course 

1 For accounts of Mir Ma'sum see Blochmann’s translation of A'h i, I (2nd 
eiln.), pp, 578-580, Rieu's Catalogue I, p. 291, and Badayuni’s Muntakhab-ul- 
lawiirtkh. Text III, pp. 361-375 arid Ha'g’s translation III, pp. 498-508, and for a 
short life note 1 cn pp. 498, 499. 

2 See Prashad’s preface to Vol. Ill of Dc & Prashad’s edition of TabaqaL-r 
A khan , pp. vi-xxxvii. 
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of time lie acquired a name for bravery and courage, and was honoured 
by being taken into the service of Akbar. In the 40th year his rank 
was 250, The King had such confidence in him that he was sent on 
an embassy to Iran 1 , where his intelligence and skill made him a favou¬ 
rite of Shah ‘Abbas Safavl. After his return from Iran, he in the year 
1015 A.H. (1606-07 A.D.) received from Jahangir the title of Amln- 
ul-Mulk, and went to Bhakkar where he died. They say that he had 
been promoted to the rank of 1,000 under Akbar. He was a good 
poet. This couplet is by him 2 : 

Verse 

How pleasant it is that when I am beside myself (with love), you 
(will come and) enquire about my condition, 

I will explain it to you at length in a speech in which tongue 

plays no part. 

He wrote a Divan, a Mathnavi — the Ma'dan-ul-Afkdr (the mine 
of Thoughts) in imitation of the Makbzan-nl-Asrar 3 4 , a history of Sind 1 , 
and a short treatise on medicine known as MufridatA-Ma'sHml. He 
was also an expert calligrapher and a composer of inscriptions. He 
engraved his verses on the stones of mosques and buildings all the way 
from India to Tabriz and Isfahan. The inscriptions 5 on the gate of 
the Agra fort and of the Jama' mosque at Fathpur are by him. He 
erected many buildings, especially in the city of Sukkur which was 
his native town. In the middle of the Panjab river (Indus), which 

1 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 825, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 1236. His 
return from the Persian Embassy is mentioned on p. 836 of the Text and p. 1231 
cf Beveridge’s translation. 

2 F01 the remaining verses of the composition see Badayiini, op. cit Text, 
p. 366, translation p. 501, and De’s edition of Tabaqdt-i-Akbari, II, Text, p. 300. 

3 For Nizamis Alakhzan-ul-Asrar see Ivanbw, Descriptive Catalogue of Per¬ 
sian MSS. Asiatic Soc. Bengal (1924) p. 466. 

4 Tarikh-Sind or Tarikb-i-Ma‘sumi, see Prashad, op. cit., pp. xxx, xxxi. 

5 Some of his inscriptions are mentioned by Blochmann, op. cit., pp. 379, 
580, while the Fathpur inscription is given in Keene’s Handbook to Agra. 
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surrounds Bhakkar, he built a tower called Satiyasur which is one of the 
wonders of the world. Gunbudh Darya I s — the dome of the river 
(1007 A.H,, 1598-99 A.D.), is its chronogram. He was very ascetic 
and pious, and his spirit and liberality was such that he used to send 
presents from India to the common people of Bhakkar, and for the high 
and low he had fixed presents, annually, monthly, daily, at harvest 
times and on Fridays. But later when he returned to his native land, 
these good actions ceased, and for some reasons people became annoyed 
with him. They say that he used to insist upon some part of his 
jaglr being reserved as a jungle for hunting. His son was Mir Buzurg. 
He was captured on the road armed during the time of the rebellion 
of Sultan Khusrau, and the Kotwal said that he was a partisan of the 
Sultan. He denied the charge, and Jahangir asked him to explain why 
he was carrying arms at the time. He replied, “My father instructed 
me to be armed during the night watch.” The guard-recorder (Cbaukl- 
nav'ts ) confirmed that on that night Mir Buzurg was on duty, and so 
he was released. The King, on account of the favours shown to house- 
born ones, gave him his father’s property. He served for a long time 
as the Bakbshj of Qandahar. He spent in extravagance the 30 or 40 
lacs of rupees which his father had left, and was so haughty that he 
paid respect to no one; and was not on terms of intimacy with any 
governor of the province. He kept his men in good trim. He 
composed both prose and poetry, and wrote a good hand. But he was 
fickle and tyrannical. Arriving at Mandu he waited on Jahangir and 
was appointed to the Deccan, where he was for a long time. As the 
income of his jaglr was not sufficient for his expenses, he left service 
and retired to his native country. He was contented with the land 
and gardens of his father. He died in 1044 A.H. (1634-35A.D.). He 
left some sons, a number of whom moved over to the city of Multan. 


8 It is still standing, vide Imperial Gazetteer, XXIII, p. 126, where it 
is described as the minaret of Mir Masum Shah, erected about 1607 on the 
Western side of the town of Sukkur, overlooking the Indus, 
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MA-SOM KHAN FARANKHUDI 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 246-249). 

He was the son of Mu‘In-ud-Dln Khan Akbarl 2 . After his father’s 
death he was favoured by the King with the rank of i.ooo, and 
granted the fief of Ghazlpiir 3 4 . At the time of the rebellion in Bengal 
and Bihar by Ma'sum Kabuli and Baba’i Qaqshal, he accompanied 
Raja Todar Mai and apparently set his heart on the pursuit of the 
rebels, but he behaved obstinately and presumptuously. The arrival 
of Mlrza Muhammad Hakim 1 in the Panjab and - the movement of 
Akbar in that direction caused his evil nature to reveal itself and he 
took the path of disobedience. He forcibly seized Jaunpur from 
Tarsiin Khan’s agents. As from his childhood he had been favoured 
by the King, Akbar, out of excessive kindness, gave him Oudh in 
fief on the condition that he would surrender Jaunpur. Apparently 
obeying the royal order he left for Oudh, but in reality he was 
preparing for rebellion. Shah Qull Khan Mahram and Raja Blrbar 
were sent from the Court to reform him. That headstrong fool 
threw off the mask of shame and uttered improper expressions. 
Finding that it was impossible to reform him they returned. Shahbaz 
Khan was hurrying to chastise the Bihar rebels; heard of Ma‘sum 
Khan' s behaviour, and in the 25th year marched to punish him. A 
battle took place near Sultanpur Bilharl 5 . Ma'sum Khan attacked the 

1 Blochamann gives goed account of his life in his translation of A’in % 1 
(2nd edn.), pp. 491, 492. For Shahbaz Khan’s expedition against him see p. 4^8. 

2 See Blochmann, op. cit., p t 480. 

3 Ghaziporc in die United Provinces, see Imperial Gazetteer, XII, pp. 222-230. 
In Akbarnama, Text III, p. 281, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 410, it is recorded 
that he was granted Ghazipflr as his fief and Jaunpur was taken from him and 
given to Tarsun Muhammad Khan. 

4 The account is based on Akbarnama Text III, pp. 329-333, 338-340; 
Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 483-488, 496-499. Muza Muhammad Hakim, 
Akbar’s brother was the governor of Kabul. 

5 Now known as Barausna in the Sultanpur pargana, Beveridge, op. cit., 
486, note 2. 
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centre with great force, and Shahbaz Khan losing courage took to 
flight. He did not draw rein till he reached Jaunpur which was at a 
distance of 30 kos. Accidentally a rumour gained curreny in the 
army that Ma'sum Khan had been killed, and his men began to 
disperse. He reached the battlefield and was surprised. Meanwhile 
the left wing of che imperialist army, which did not know of the 
defeat of their leader, appeared. Ma'sum Khan was taken by 
surprise, and on being wounded withdrew to his camp. As his camp 
had been plundered by the imperialist army, he hastened to the 
town of Oudh. Shahbaz Khan having consolidated his position 
at Jaunpur started again to fight. The battle took place at a distance 
of seven kos from Oudh, and Ma'sum Khan after being defeated shut 
himself up in Oudh. ‘Arab Bahadur and Niyabat Khan, who were 
the mainstay of his folly, left him. Ma'sum Khan abandoned his 
family and property, became a vagabond, and to disguise himself he 
shaved off Ins beard etc 1 . The Zamtndar of Gawarich 2 on account of 
his former acquaintance brought him to his house, and seized his cash 
and valuables. In a wretched plight he crossed the Saru, and went 
to Raja Man the proprietor of that area. He sent some men with 
him on the pretext that they were guides, but suspecting that he had 
jewels in his possession, he secretly prompted them to murder him. 
Ma'sum Khan found this out, and won them over with a bribe and 
retired from chat place. 

Meanwhile Maqsud, one of his servants, joined him, and placed 
all his savings at his disposal. That headstrong again thinking of 
rebellion starced intriguing. In a short while a number of mercenaries 
were collected. He plundered the city of Bharaich after its capture. 
Vazlr Khan and others started from Hajipur to punish him. For 


1 The expression t 0 j <->ye jfa. is discussed by Beveridge, Akbarnama, 
translation J, p. 574, and translation Ill, p. 408, note 4. It apparently means 
shaving off the beard and moustaches, 

2 Text 1 . A but Gawarich in Gonda district, sec Beveridge, op cit., 

p. 498, note 5, 


9 
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a long time there was a battle of cannon and muskets. One night 
Ma'sum Khan leaving everything fled. He went to Jalanpara 1 and 
once again collecting men plundered the town of Muhammadpur. He 
was making preparations for the sack of Jaunpur, but the fief-holders 
of the area made a compact against him. When he saw that his 
scheme was not likely to succeed, he made a supplication to the Khan 
A‘zam Koka. The latter sent a petition to Akbar, and securing a 
pardon for him had the area of Mihsi 2 granted to him as his jdglr. 
He was about to rebel again when Mlrza Koka proceeded to amend 
matters. Hearing of this development and not being strong enough 
to oppose Mlrza Koka, he took leave and started for the Court. In 
the 27th year he reached the Court at Agra, and through the interces¬ 
sion of Maryam MakanI his offences were again excused. During this 
time, in the year 990 AD. (1582 A.D.) he was at midnight return¬ 
ing to his lodgings from the Darbdr, when some men attacked him, 
and he was killed. Enquiries were instituted, but the affair was not 
cleared up. Some people at the time believed that occurrence' 1 4 had 
taken place at Akbar’s instigation. But God alone knows! 

MA‘SOM KHAN KABULI 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 292-296) 

He was a Saiyid of Turbat in Khurasan. In the reign of Humayun 
his uncle Mlrza ‘Aziz 5 was promoted to the high office of Vaztr. He 
was the foster-brother of Mlrza Muhammad Hakim, and was distin- 

1 Text jL. variant j.1; Jso but it appears to be Jalanpara. 

2 ln the Jext is apparently Mihsi in Champaran district in Bihar. 

3 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 309, and Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 576, 577. 
In note 1 on p. 577 Beveridge discusses the contemporary records of his murder 
and notes that according to Iqbalnama-i-jahagiri he was by Akbar s order 
murdered by Sikandar Qalmaq. 

4 Blochmann’s translation of A’in, I (2nd edn.), p. 476, note 1, 

5 He is not mentioned in Akbarnama, but in Blochmann’s A'in, of. cit., 
p. 595, he is mentioned as first on the list of Vazirs or ministers of finances. 
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guished for his bravery and bis work. As Khwaja Hasan NaqshbandT, 
who was the Mirza’s factotum, was for some reason not on good terms 
with Ma'sum Khan, and wanted to ruin him, he, from foresight, in 
the 20th year came to Akbar’s Court. He was granted a rank of 
500, and was granted a jagtr in Bihar. In that province he fought 
with Kala Pahar, who was one of the great Afghan leaders, and dis¬ 
tinguished himself by his courage and bravery. He was victorious, 
but received several wounds. As a reward his rank was increased to 
i,ooo and in the 24th year Orissa 1 was included in his fief. But as 
the nobles of that province (Bihar) were oppressed by the severity of 
the imperial clerks in the execution of the branding regulations, and 
they were stirring up rebellion, 2 Ma'sum Khan, out of ingratitude and 
presumption, joined them, became their leader and started a commo¬ 
tion. Eventually he became known as Ma'sum ‘Asi (the rebel). 
When the news of the approach of the imperial army was received, 
he hurried off to Bengal, and joined the Qaqshals and rebels of that 
area; and with all the combined forces he besieged Muzaffar JQ]an at 
Tanda. In spite of all his resources for resistance he lost heart, and 
out of avarice and love of life sent Ma'sum Khan 20,000 ashrafls in 
return for a promise that his honour would be safeguarded. As a 
result of the confusion Qaqshals and other rebels swarmed over the 
fort from all directions. Ma'sum Khan in accordance with the promise 
that he would get most of the property, came alone to Muzaffar Khan’s 
quarters where the latter was standing armed with some of his slaves, 
and was wavering whether to fight or Hy. Ma'sum Khan proffered 
affection, but as that unfortunate (Muzaffar Khan) had lost his senses, 
he did not use chc opportunity and put the rebel to death. Suddenly 
there was a disturbance in the female apartments, and Muzaffar Khan 

1 Akbiirnama Text Ill, p. 410. Oiissa is a long way from Bihar, and if the 
name is correct, it looks as if he had been sent away to get rid of him. From 
Text p. 285 and translation pi 418, it appears that he held Patna also as his fief. 

2 Tile accounts of the rebellion and Ma'siim Khan’s share in it are adapted 
from Akburnama, Text III, pp, 400-304, Beveridge’s translation 111 , pp. 444-440, 
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went there. Ma'sum Khan repenting of his own courage came out, 
and always blamed himself for this rashness. After Muzaffar 
Khan was put to death, grand titles and jagirs were distributed, and 
coins struck in the name of Mlrza Hakim. This verse—which 
Ghazzalf of Meshd had composed, perhaps at the time when he was 
accompanying Khan Zaman ShaibanI, who also had the Kbutba read 
in the name of Mlrza Hakim—became famous: 

Verse 

In the name of God, The Merciful, The Compassionate ! 

Muhammad Hakim is the heir of the Kingdom. 

When Khan A'zam Koka was appointed to punish the rebels, 
Ma'sum Khan made a pact with Qutlu Lobain, who during this oppor¬ 
tunity had taken possession of Orissa and a part of Bengal, and 
opposed the imperial army. When the Qaqshals having quarrelled 
with him, sent a message of submission to Mlrza Koka, Ma'sum Khan 
took to (light 1 . In the 28th year 2 he renewed the strife, and hotly 
engaged Shahbaz Khan who had joined the Bengal army. But he 
suffered a signal defeat, and, when Jabbarl and other rebels left him 
he took refuge in the BhacI country. With ‘Isa Khan the Zamtnddr 
of that area he repeatedly attacked the royal territories, but every time 
he was defeated by the imperial army. At last in the 44th year 
1007 A.H. (1598-99 A.D.) he died in the same country. After his 
death his son Shuja 3 with Qalmaq—a purchased slave of Muzaffar 
Khan, who had become famous as a swordsman and called himself Baz 
Bahadur—joining with some evil Turanls created disturbances for some 
time. In the 46th year he surrendered, waited on Raja Man Singh 
Kachwaha, the governor of Bengal, and was favourably received. In 
the reign of Jahangir he was exalted by appointment to Gh azni as 

1 Akbamama, Text III, pp. 400, 401 t Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 619-623. 

2 Akbarndmn, Text III, pp. 787, 788, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 1180. 

3 BadshahnSma, I, p. 399. His appointment as thdnadar of Ghazni is also 
mentioned there. 
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thanadar , and in the reign o£ Shah Jahan he was granted the rank of 
1,500 with 1,000 horse and the title of Asad Khan. He died in 
the 12th year. His son Qubad attained the rank of 500 with 300 
horse 1 . 


MATLAB KHAN MIRZA MATLAB 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 650-653). 

He was the daughter’s son of MuHitar Khan 2 of Sabazawar. His 
mother was the famous Gulrang Banu Bcgam, who was married to 
Mlrza Muhsin son of Saiyid Mlrza younger brother of Mukhtar 
Khan. Matlab Khan, through his lucky star and the recommen¬ 
dation of his mother, rose high in Aurangzib’s reign, and was appoint¬ 
ed to the high office of the Bakhsht 2 * of the AhadTs. In the 29th year 
he became 2nd Bakhsht as deputy of Bahramand Khan who was sent 
to the station (i thana ) of Anandl. In the same year, on the death of Saif 
Ullah Khan, he was appointed MtrTuzuk. In the 41st year he received 
the title of Khan, and his rank was increased to 1,500 with 500 
horse' 1 . As at the Court he had been found to be zealous and 
energetic, he was often nominated as Army-Sazawal of the forces 
deputed to chastise the robbers (Mahrattas) which duties he discharged 
successfully. Afterwards when, on the death of Bahramand Khan, 
Nasrat Jang became the Mir Bakhsht , bur. was principally occupied in 
scouring the country of the Mahrattas, Matlab Khan returned to the 
Court and acted as his deputy with full authority after the conquest 
of Wagingera. In this post his influence gradually increased, and 
he was honoured with an increase in the number of horses of his 
rank and granted kettle-drums 5 . Towards the close of Aurangzib’s 

1 He is described in Badsbahnama, II, pt. 2, p. 223, as Qubad son of 
Shuja Kabuli. His rank according to the list at the end of the work, p. 749 was 
500 with 200 horse and not 300 horse as given above. 

2 For a notice of Mukhtar Khan of Sabazawar see Madthir-ul-Vmara. III, 

pp. 409-413. 

3-5 Maathir-i- A lam girl, pp. 240, 386, 505. 
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reign he was one of the relatively small number of the principal 
officers, and was appointed from time to time to chastise the enemy 
(Mahrattas) in the neighbourhood o£ the camp. On the death of 
Aurangzlb he joined Prince Muhammad A'zam Shah, and was the 
recipient of special favours. He received the title of Murtada Khan. 
He was a man without distinction of constancy. Ni'mat Khan 
Mijrza Muhammad Hajl, from whose compositions scarcely anyone 
escaped, wrote chis verse : 


Verse 

I will give up rectitude for crookedness, 

If this person be the Murtada the favoured I’ll be an outcast 

Matlab Khan in company with the Prince received several severe 
wounds in the battle 1 against Bahadur Shah. Khan- Kh anan Mun‘im 
Khan carried him off the battlefield seating him behind his elephant 
driver. He died of these wounds. He was powerfully built and 
tall, and notorious for his stupidity and ignorance. As the possession 
of paternal qualities proves genuineness of origin, his sons also were 
not without these characteristics. He had two sons. The eldest, 
who was the son-in-law of Jan Sipar Khan Bahadur Dil, received his 
father’s title in the reign of Bahadur Shah. The second, who was 
the son-in-law of Tarbiyat Khan Mir Atisb, had the title of Abu 
Talib Khan. In Farrukh-siyar’s reign the elder was the Faujdar of 
Gujarat. When he was removed from there, he, in consequence of 
the new relationship established as a result of the marriage of his 
sister’s daughter — the daughter of the deceased Kamyab Khan—with 
Amlr-ul-Umara Husain ‘Alt Khan, went to Aurangabad, and settled 
there. His younger brother was made Faujddr of Godhra and Thasra 2 

1 Battle of Jajau, 18th June, 1707. See Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s edition of 
Irvine’s Later Mttghals , I t pp, 22-34. 

2 This appears to be the Tausrah of Bayley’s map, west of Godhra and 
between it and Ahmadabad. 
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in Gujarat; he had a commanding personality. Later the AmTr-ul 
Umara appointed him as the Faujdar of Baglana. He joined ‘Alam 
‘All Khan with a strong contingent, and in the battle 1 with Asaf Jah 
lost everything. At the same time Mubanz Khan, the governor of 
Haidarabad, had come to interview Fath Jang. He asked for Matlab 
Khan’s daughter for his son Khwaja Asad Khan. They say that on 
account of his indigent circumstances a sum of money was fixed for 
the marriage expenses. Matlab Khan demanded more, but he refused. 
Matlab Khan became angry and said to the marriage brokers who were 
negotiating for the match, “Be just. She is a daughter of the Bant 
Mukbtdrs 2 .” One of them, who was very convivial, replied, “You 
also are an agent for the marriage.” Abu Talib Khan, who was 
stricken with misery, went with the said Khan to Haidarabad, and 
was appointed governor of the fort of Shahpur in Kiilpak, and attained 
prosperity. In the battle between Asaf Jah and Mubariz Khan he 
had been wounded. Botli the brothers died in Aurangabad at their 
appointed times. 


MIHR ‘ALT KHAN SILDOZ 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 217, 218). 

He was an officer of the rank of 1,000. About the close of the 5th 
year of Akbar’s reign be was sent 3 with Adham Khan to take Malwa 
and rendered good service in the battle with Baz Bahadur. In the 
17th year he was with Mir Muhammad Khan Kalan in the vanguard 4 

1 Battle of Balapur, 10th August, 1720. 

2 Literally: sons of the chosen or the Saiyids. In the expression fail mttkhuir 
in the reply, there is a pun on the double meaning of the word mukbtar. This 
expression is also used in Ttext III, page 660 in the second line of the verse. 

Matlab Khan is designed as Matlab Khan Bani Mukbtar in Text Vol. 
Ill, p. 744, where his son-in-law As'ad Khan’s death is recorded. 

3 Akburnama, Text II, p. 135, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 208. iThc battle 
with Baz Bahadur is described by Beveridge on pp. 211, 212. 

4 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 24, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 33, The battle 
is described by Bcvcndge on pp. 32-36. 
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which marched to Gujarat, and took part in the battle against 
Muhammad Husain Mlrza. Later he joined Qutb-ud-Dln Muhammad 
Khan in pursuing the said Mlrza. In the 22nd year when Akbar 
went to hunt at Hisar he honoured 1 Mihr ‘All by alighting at his 
house. In the 23rd year he accompanied Sakina Banu Begam 2 who 
was sent to Kabul to advise Mlrza Hakim (her brother). In the 24th 
year he accompanied Raja Todar Mai' 1 to chastise ‘Arab who was 
creating a disturbance in the Eastern districts. He rendered good 
service there. Nothing more is known about him 1 5 6 , 

MIHTAR KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, PP . 344, 345). 

He was a slave of Humayun, and his name was Anls*. He was 
captured from Karrah Manikpur, and became gate-keeper among the 
servants of the Zanana. In the early days on Humayun’s journey to 
‘Iraq he followed the royal stirrups, and served as the treasurer. When 
in the 14th year of the reign of Akbar the fort of Ranthambhor was 
captured, he was appointed co guard it*. In the 21st year when 
Kunwar Man Singh was appointed 7 to chastise Rana Pratap of Mewar 

1 Akbarnim/i, Text III, p. 232, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 328. 

2 Op. cit. t Text III, p. 245, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 352, 333; also 
see note 3 on p. 352 for Sakina Banu Begam. 

3 Op. cit., Text III, p. 287, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 422. 

4 For some further details of his life see Blochmann’s translation of A in, I 
(2nd edn.), p. 481. Sildoz was the name of a Chaghta'i clan. According to the 
Tabaqat-i-Akdhari, De’s Text II, p. 443, translation II, p. 672, he was originally 
a servant of Bairam Khan and rose to the rank of 1,300. 

5 Anis-ud-Din according to Blochmann, A'in (2nd edn.) I, p. 439. Mihtar, 
according to the same author means a prince. 

6 Akbarnama, Text II, p. 338, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 439. The fort 
was taken from Rai Surjjnn Harai in March, 1369. 

7 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 166, Beveridge's translation HI, pp. 236, 237. 
Kunwar Man Singh, who was appointed to the expedition, left Ajmer in April, 
1576. 
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the name of Mihtar Khan was also included among his followers. On 
the day of the battle he was in the rear of the victorious army. Later 
on being appointed to help the Am'trs of the Eastern districts he was 
able to render valuable services. After a time he was left in the 
Capital city of Agra. Having been appointed to a mansab of 3.000 
dhdt-o-sawar, he died 1 in the 3rd year of Jahangir's reign corresponding 
to 1017 A.H. (1608 A.D.). He was eighty-four years of age. His 
simplicity was well-known all over. They say that during his gover¬ 
norship of Akbarabful, a caravan of merchants had encamped outside 
the city. Their camels were stolen by thieves. When this news came 
to the ears of the said Khan, he came to the spot, and looking right 
and left said, “I have found it.” After a while someone enquired: 
“What have you found?” He replied, “It is the work of thieves.” 
So the people in the neighbourhood were collected, and after having 
reprimanded them he said, “I am granting you a respite for tonight. 
You should look round. If the camels are not produced tomorrow, 
you will render yourself liable for punishment.” With his simplicity 
he was very good-natured. He used to pay the allowances of his army 
month by month. And he was not devoid oE courage and valour. 
As he was Kayath 2 3 (Kayasth) by origin he used to favour this sect 
greatly. His son Munis Khan, m the reign of Jahangir, received a 
mansab of 300 foot and 130 horse. Abu lalib the grandson of 
Mihtar Khan was 111 that reign the treasurer of the province of Bengal. 
They say that one day Abu Tahb came to Qasim Khan a the Stibadar 
of Bengal, and in the open Darbdr remarked apropos of nothing that 
the nature of his office was fully known to the Nawab. As earlier on 
Qasim Khan had been a treasurer of that province, he was greatly 
displeased and broke up the assembly. People said to Abu Talib ; 

1 Tuzuk-i-/ahangir't (Rogers & Beveridge) I, p. 153. 

2 Apparently he was a convert from the Kayasth or the writer class (Imperial 
Gazetteer, I, p. 294). Blochmann's reading Kali (op. cit., p. 459) is apparently 
incorrect. 

3 Qasim Khan son of Mir Murad Juwaini.for his life sec Blochmann, op. cit., 
pp. 559, 560. 

IO 
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“Why did you make this remark? Don’t you know, that the Nawab 
previously held your post.” The next day he came and in the open 
Darbar expressing his regret stated that he was not aware that the 
Nawab also had previously held that office. Qasim Khan smiled a 
sardonic smile and said: “All this is after the manner of your ancestor 
Mihtar Mian.” 


MIR JUMLA K H AN-K H AN A N 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 711-713). 

His name was ‘Abdullah 1 2 and he was by birth a Turanian Mulla. 
He himself told someone that when he was in his native country as a 
student, he one day for the sake of amusement went with a party 
to a garden outside the town. Suddenly a member of Uzbeg robbers 
came and put the party to flight. He climbed over the garden wall, 
and took the road to India. As he had no equipment he endured 
great hardships in the journey. During the reign of Aurangzlb when 
he reached India, he was at first appointed Qacti of Jahanglrnagar 
(Dacca) in Sitba Bengal, and was later transferred as the Qadi of 
‘Azlmabad (Patna). When Muhammad Farrukh-siyar reached Patna 
and sat on the throne, he developed a close friendship with him, and 
later accompanied his stirrups. And later when Farrukh-siyar fought 
with Jahandar Shah and was victorious, lie was appointed to the rank 
of 7,000 with 7,000 horse, and exalted by the grant of the title of 
Mir Jumla Khan- Kh anan Mu'azzam IChan Bahadur Muzaffar Jang. 
Although ostensibly 11 he was the Superintendent of the Dtvan-i-Khas 
and Superintendent of the Post {Dak'), but he was all-powerful and 

1 For further details about his name, life and titles sec Irvine, I urn. As. Soe. 
Bengal j LXVII (1898), p. i6r, and his Later M ughals (Sarkar edn.) I, pp. 267, 268. 
According to this account he was born in 1081 A.H., 1670-71 A.D. 

2 Khafi Khan, II, pp. 728, 720. According to Irvine 1898, op cit, p. 
and Later Mugbals, I, p. 260, lie was the “superintendent of the kbaums or 
attendants and of the ghusal-khana i or privy council loom.” 
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the Emperor’s signeting was in his keeping. As this hot-tempered 
Mughal had suddenly risen to such a great rank, he became very 
jealous of the influence of the Barali Saiyids—who attached no impor¬ 
tance to the services of others as compared to their own, and out of envy 
reported highly exaggerated accounts of their actions to the Emperor. 
He became known as an informer and instigator of punishments from 
the executions of Dhulfaqar Khan, Hidayat Ullah Khan and others 1 2 . 
This was the cause of the resentment of Saiyids ‘Abdullah jKhan and Hu¬ 
sain ‘All Khan and they ceased to attend the Darbar, In the 2nd year of 
Farrukh-siyar’s reign Amlr-ul-Umara Husain ‘All, who was appointed 
governor of the Deccan, did not agree to proceed to the Deccan until 
Mir Jumla, 3 who was appointed as the governor of Patna, had left. 
On his arrival there, Mir Jumla, who had a large force' 1 and much equip¬ 
ment, got into difficulties about the payments to the troops. Fie, 
therefore, was alarmed, and secretly getting into a screened palan¬ 
quin left for the Court. At that time a quarrel had sprung up with 
the Saiyids, and as every day was full of suspicions, the Emperor 
refused him ail audience. Consequently he went to Saiyid ‘Abdullah 
and humbled himself before him. He resorted to dissimulation. 
And men went after him and demanded their salaries. In his help¬ 
lessness he sought refuge in the house of Muhammad Amin Khan 
Bahadur. The King with a view to ending this affair punished him 
by reducing his rank, appointed him to the Punjab, and ordered that 
the salaries of bis men be paid from the royal treasury. After the 
arrest of the Emperor, be presented himself before the Saiyids, and 
was exalted by being appointed as the Sadr-i-Kull. But he did not 
have the honour and dignity that he had formerly enjoyed. He died 
in the reign of Muhammad Shah. In the province of Patna the 

1 Irvine, Jouru. As. Soc. Bengal, LXXII (1903), pp. 37-42, and Later Mugbals, 
p. 275-281. 

2 Kljafi Khan II, pp. 741, 742. Also see Irvine, fonrn. As. Soc. Bengal 
(1904) LXXII, pp. 57-60, and Later Mugbals, I, pt. 300-302. 

3 Khali Khan. II, pp. 769, 770. Irvine, 1904, op. cit., pp. 295-298, and Later 
Mugbals, I, pp. 329-332. 
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Mughals with him greatly oppressed the peasantry and inhabitants. 
He also was without pity, kindness and prudence. In spite of this 
he did his best to counsel everyone who turned to him for advice. 

(MIRZA) MIRAK RADAVI 
(Vol. HI, pp. 218, 219). 

He was a Radavi Saiyid of Mashhad. Originally he was a compa¬ 
nion of ‘All Qull Khan Zaman. In the 10th year of Akbar s reign 1 2 * 4 he 
came to the Court to offer excuses on behalf of Khan Zaman, and, as 
a result of his intercession, the misdeeds of Khan Zaman were 
pardoned. In the 12th year when the news of the rebellion of Khan 
Zaman reached the Court, the Mlrza 'was seized and made over to 
Khan Bat]I Khan". The Mlrza Binding an opportunity managed to 

escape from the prison, but he was caught after Khan Zaman was 

killed. By Akbar’s orders he was every day thrown before a mast 
(intoxicated) elephant, but the driver had been instructed to deal 
with him gently- On the 5th day he received the good news 

of his life having been spared at the solicitations of the courtiers 

and after a time was received into favour, and was granted a suitable 
mansab and the title of Radavi Khan. In the 19th year he was 
appointed the Divan of Jatinpur. In the 24th year he was made the 
Bakbsht of Bengal' 1 . In the 25th year when the rebellion of the fief- 
holders of Bengal took place, and they assembled on the other side 
of the Ganges, he with Muzaffar Khan, the governor of Bengal, was 
on this side of the Ganges. When there was a talk of settlement he 

1 Akbarnama, Text II, p. 268, Beveridge’s translation II, p. -598. 

2 Akbarnama, Text II, p. 285, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 421, and note 1, 
for Khan Baqi Khan. The escape cf Mlrza Mirak is recorded on p. 288 of the 
Text and p. 424 of the translation. A detailed account of his being thrown 

before an elephant is given on p. 297 of the Text and p. 446 of the translation. 
In a note on the same page Beveridge adds that according to Bayazkl Mirak 
was the Atka of Salima Beg am. and that the mahout was told not to kill him. 

4 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 265, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 486. 
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and Ra’i Patr Das with one or two men were sent by Muzaftar Khan 
to counsel the rebels. Some of the companions of Ra’i Patr Das 
suggested the slaying of all the rebels, and he in his simplicity men¬ 
tioned this secret to Radavl Khan. The latter, who was known for 
his duplicity and cowardice, conveyed a hint about the plot to the 
rebels 1 2 3 4 . They went away from the Assembly, and raised the cloud of 
rebellion and took him under their protection, Nothing more 
is known about him. 


MIRAK SHAIKH HARAVP 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 518,519). 

He was the brother’s son of Qadi Aslam'. During Jahangir’s 
reign he came in his early youth to India from Khurasan, and lived 
with Mulla ‘Abdul Salam in Lahore. The latter was one of the 
recognized learned men of that city, and had a high reputation as a 
theologian. Tor nearly fifty years he sac upon the masnad of autho¬ 
rity, and composed a commentary on BaydavT 1 . He was appointed 
Mufti of the royal camp, and died in the first year of Shah Jahan’s 
reign. Mirak Shaikh studied a great deal, and later entered the 
service of Shah Jahan. He was honoured by his appointment as the 
instructor of Prince Dara Shikoh and the other princes. As a mark 
of royal favour he was appointed Writer of Authentic Accounts, and in 
the 17th year p>romoted to the post of the Examiner of Petitions. 
In the 28th year he became the Dlviin of the Begam Sahiba (Jahan 

1 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 294, Beveridge’s translation 111 , pp. 433, 434. 
Mir Mirak’s name is given there as Rndavi Khan, and it is stated that after his 
betrayal “that ignorant rendered of the veil (Razavi K.) was imprisoned.’’ 

2 For an account of his life see Dadshiihnama, II pt. 1, p. 344, pt. 2, p. 753. 

3 His full name was Qadi Muhammad Aslani; for his life see Madlhir-ul- 
Umara, III, pp, 89-02. 

4 The reference is to the famous commentary on the Qura’n by Nasii-ud-Din 
Abu Sa'id ‘Abdullah A 1 Baydavi, see Blochmann's Ges Arab. Lit., I, pp, 416, 
4:7. 
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Ara), and by an increase of 500 foot with 50 horse his rank became 
2,000 with 200 horse. Later he was granted a further increase of 

5 °o. 

When Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur through his conquests and 
good fortune brought the whole of India under his control, Mlrak 
Shaikh received increased favours, and on the occasion of the an¬ 
niversary of the 2nd year of the reign he was granted an increase of 
500, and thus his rank was raised to 3,000. At the end of the 2nd 
year he was appointed the Chief Sadr in succession to Saiyid Hidayat 
Ullah Qadiri. As he had grown very old, he was removed from that 
office in the qth year, and about the same time he died in 1071 A.H. 
(1660-61 A.D.) 


MIRAN SADR JAHAN P 1 HANI 1 2 3 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 348, 351). 

Pihanr is a village of the Lucknow depcndancy, Mlran was a 
learned and pleasant-dispositioned man. During the reign of Akbar 
he was, through the influence of Shaikh ‘Abd-un Nab?' 1 , appointed 
the Chief Mufti (Law Officer) of the imperial territories. When 
‘Abdullah Khan Ozbeg, site ruler of Turfui, wrote to Akbar that the 
■'chief obstacle to their correspondences was Akbar’s reported heresies, 
Akbar, in the 31st year, sent Mlran as an ambassador with Hakim 
Humam, and in his letter, in reference to this affair, contented' 1 
himself with the following two couplets; 


1 For his life see also Btochmann’s translation of A’in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 522, 
523; his name is given as Sadr Julian Mufti. 

2 Pihani in the Hardo’i district in the United Provinces. See Imperial 
Gazetteer, XX, p. ■ 136. Badayuni, Muntakbab-ul-Tawarikh, Text III, p. 141, says 
that it is in Qanauj; see also Haig’s translation III, p. 198, note 3. 

3 This is hardly correct. Akbar’s letter is a laboured defence of his ortho¬ 
doxy and zeal for faith, see Akbarrtama, Text III, pp. 496-501, Beveridge’s trans¬ 
lation III, pp. 752-761. 
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Couplets 

Of God, men say, He had a son; 

Of the Prophet that he was a sorcerer. 

Neither God nor the Prophet has escaped the slander of men, 

How then can I escape their malicious tongues? 

Miran returned from Turan in the 34th year, and was appointed 
to Kabul. In the 35th year on the occasion of the feast of the month 
of Aban there was a wine party in the King’s presence. Mir Sadr 
Jahan MuftT and Mir ‘Abdul Hayy, the Mir ‘Adi both tjuaffed the 
cups. The King recited this verse 1 : 

V ersc 

In the reign of the King, who pardons offences and 

condones sins, 

Hafiz swills and the Mufti empties the cups. 

Up to the 40th year his rank was 700, and he became the Chief 
Sadr. Later he was promoted to the rank of an Amir with the mansab 
of 2,000. When Jahangir as a prince read the 40 Traditions with 
-Abd -un-Nabi, the Sadr, the Saiyid acted as his Khalifa (Preceptor in 
religious matters). The Prince was very fond of him. One day he 
promised the Saiyid that if he became the King, he would pay his 
debts or give him whatever office he desired. After ‘his accession 
Jahangir left the choice to Miran. He took the payment of debts 
upon himself, and asked for the rank of 4,000. Jahangir gave him 
this rank", and increased his power and influence by confirming him 
in the office of Sadr; he also granted him Qanauj as his fief. The 
Saiyid was a public benefactor. During his tenure of office as the 
Sadr of Jahangir lie gave away so many maintenance-lands that Asaf 
Khan Ja'far reported to the King, that Miran had given away in five 


t This is tiic first verse of an ode of Hafiz of Shiraz. 

2 Ttizuk-ilahangtr'i (Rogers & Beveridge) I, 22. in a note on the same 
page Beveridge includes a short account of Jahangir reading the Forty Traditions 
l>y |ami with ‘Abd-un-Nabi and the murder of ‘Abd-un Nabi by Abfil Fadl. 
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years what Akbar had granted in fifty years. He lived to the age of 
120 years, but there was not the least failure either in his intellect 
or in his senses. It is stated that he had been reduced to a skeleton, 
and always remained lying on his bed of weakness in his house. But 
when he came to the King’s Presence, he, out of strength for his 
love of dignity, remained standing for long periods, and came and 
went by the steps without any assistance. 

■ Verse 

Out of weakness he cannot stand up for prayers, 

But before the King he remains standing till night without 

a staff. 

He died in 1020 A.H. (161 1 A.D.). It is stated that the Saiyid had 
a poetical frame of mind, and in the beginning of his career he used 
to compose verses. Later when he was exalted by his appointment as 
the Mufti, he in accordance with the strict tenets of Shari'at abstained 1 
from writing verses. His eldest son Mir Badr ‘Alam became a recluse. 
His second son Saiyid Nizam Murtada Khan rose to the rank of an 
Amir'; an account 2 of him is given in another place. 

MIRZA KHAN MAN 0 CH 1 HR 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 586-589). 

He was the sou of Mirza Iraj Shahnawaz Khan 3 son of ‘Abd-ur 
Rahim Khan-Khanan 4 , He was the last relic of the family of Bairam 
Khan, and except for him there was no one belonging to this august 

1 Sec Badayuni, op. cit., Text III, p, 141, Haig’s translation III, p. 199. 

2 Maathir-ul-IJmara, III, p. 479-481. He was the son of a Brahman wife 
of Milan, 

3 See M/uithir-ul-Umarii, II, pp, 645-648. His name there is given as Shah¬ 
nawaz Khan Traj. See also Blochmann's translation of A'tn, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 360, 
36r, and pp. 550, 551. 

4 Maalhir-ul-Umar 3 , 1 , pp. 693-713; Beveridge’s translation, pp. 50-65; also 
Blochmann, op. cit., pp. 354-361, 
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family who could keep alive the name of his ancestors. He was 
distinguished for courage, bravery, valour and daring, which were the 
characteristics of the family. His sound judgment, perceptive powers 
and sterling qualities singled him out among his contemporaries. 
Owing to wounds received during a battle he was subject to lapses of 
memory, and became addicted to intoxicants, and so did not rise 
very high. For a long time he was attached to the auxiliaries of tire 
Deccan forces. In the 19th year of Jahangir’s reign at the battle of 
Bhaturl 1 when Lashkar Khan and many other officers were taken 
prisoners by Malik ‘Ambar, Mirza Manuchihr, who was at the height 
of his youth, was severely wounded, and made a prisoner. For a long 
time he was imprisoned in Daulatabad. As he had behaved bravely 
in the battle, lie, after his release, received 2 from Jahangir the title of 
Mirza Khan, the rank of 3,000 foot with 2,000 horse and a flag and 
drums 3 . After the accession of Shah Jahan he received royal favours, 
and in the 6th year was appointed as the Faujddr of Bharaich 4 . When 
in the 8th year Najabac Khan was censured for mismanagement of 
the expedition to Srinagar (Garhwal), Mirza Khan was appointed 
Faujddr’ of the Ddmdm-i-Koh Kangra in his place, and received a 
jdgir. About the end of the 9th year he owing to a derangement of 
his mental powers" went into retirement, and was insane for a long 
time. After his recovery, he served for a time as the governor of 
Oudh, and later as the Faujddr and fiefholdcr of Mandu. In the 25th 

1 Tdznk-i'/ahangiri, Text, p. 392; IqbUlnama-i-Jtihangiri, p.236. The battle 
is stated to have been, fought at a distance of 5 kos from Ahmadnagar. The name 
of the batde is not mentioned in Cambridge History of India, IV, but it is briefly 
described and the capture of many imperial officers by Malik ‘Ambar’s forces is 
noted, see pp. 173, 262, 263. 

2 It is mentioned in Tuzuk-i-Jahangxri (Rogers and Beveridge), p. 88, that he 
was granted the rank of 2,000 personal and r,ooo horse. He is also stated as 
having separated hmself from Shah Jahan, and joined the service of Shah Parviz, 
p. 269. 

3 Badsh 7 ihnama, I, p. 121. 4 Badshabniima, I, p. 484. 

g, 6 Badsbakniima, II, pt, 1, pp. 93; 216, 217. 
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year after the death of Ahmad Khan Niyaz!, he was appointed gover¬ 
nor of the fort of Ahmadnagar, and in the 28th year was made the 
governor of Tlichpur 1 . As Kukiya, the Zamindar of Deogarh, had 
paid tribute to Khan-Dauran Nasrat Jang after the loth year, and since 
Kirat Singh 2 , his son, who succeeded him, had not paid a farthing to the 
Court, Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb, the Viceroy the Deccan, in the 
29th year in accordance with orders, sent Mirza Khan with Had! Dad 
Khan, governor of Telingana and a number of Deccan! Amirs against 
him. When Mlrza Khan reached the borders of Kirat Singh’s terri¬ 
tory, the latter was farsighted enough to realize that it was in his 
interest to obey the royal orders, and therefore submitted peacefully. 
He waited on Mlrza Khan and agreed to pay up the arrears of the 
tribute due for all years upto the last year. Mlrza Khan returned 
from the expedition, and brought with him Kirat Singh and all the 
twenty elephants which he had, to the Prince. In the 30th year he 
rendered good service in attendance on the Prince in the Golconda 
campaign. He had charge of the north battery and made himself 
well known by his brave deeds in chastising the enemy. After peace 
had been made with Sultan 'Abdullah Qutb Shah, and the Prince turn¬ 
ed back to Aurangabad, he was permitted to return to Tlichpur. But he 
did not render any service during the campaigns which the victorious 
Prince (Aurangzib) had to conduct against the other claimants to the 
empire. On this account, and perhaps for other reasons also, he was 
deprived of his rank by AurangzTb, and spent a long time in retire¬ 
ment. At last owing to his devotion to Shaikh ‘Abdul Latif Burhan- 
purf, who was held in great respect by the King also, he in the 10th 
year was restored to favour, and was exalted by the grant of the rank 
of 3,000 with 3,000 horse; and was appointed fiefholder and Faujdar 

1 Badshiihnama, II, pt. i, pip. 231-233 and Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s History of 
Aurangzib, I, pp. 41, 42. 

2 Sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. at., pp. 183-186. The name of ZamindSr of 
Deogarh is given there as Kesari Singh and it is stated that he had only 14 
elephants. 
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of Irij. There he died in the 13th year, 1083 A.H, (1672-73 A.D.). 
He laid out a garden in Burhanpur and presented it to Shaikh ‘Abdul 
Latlf, of whom he was a special disciple. His son Muhammad 
Mun‘im was a good and noble man. He accompanied AurangzTb to 
Upper India during his march from the Deccan in his attempt for the 
kingdom, and was granted the rank of 1,500 and the title of Khan. He 
accompanied Aurangirib’s stirrups in all the battles and rendered good 
service. In the 2nd year he was appointed governor of the fort of 
Ahmadnagar in succession to Darab Khan. 


(KHWAJA) MU-AZZAM 1 
(Vol. I, pp. 618-622) 

He was a full brother 2 of Maryam Makani. From his early years 
he was not free from a perturbed brain and hot temperament. He 
frequently committed improper acts. Humayiin, out of regard for 
Maryam Makani treated him with forbearance. As he was attached 
to the King’s stirrups during the journey to ‘Iraq, he acquired greater 
regard and influence. After the conquest of Kabul he foolishly wanted 
to join Kamran, but the King though aware of his intentions took no 
notice of this. In the expedition to Badakhshiin, he had an alterca¬ 
tion about matters of religious bigotry with Muhammad Rashid, who 
was the Vaztr, and at the end of the month of Ramadan he entered 
his house with a number of desperadoes, and murdered him with the 
sword of injustice. Being afraid of the King’s wrath he fled to Kabul, 
and was, according to orders, imprisoned there. Through the medita¬ 
tion of intimates he has again admitted to the Court, and received 

1 The biography is based mainly on Akbarnama, Text I, pp. 216-219, 
Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 333-337, and Tabaqat-i-Akbari, De’s Text II, pp. 175, 
176, translation, pp. ioy; 287-289. A short notice of his life is also included in 
translation III, pp. 466, 467, notes 1-3. 

2 Half-brother or uterine brother on the mother’s side according to Beveridge 
who comments on the words ayyiini and akby/ift, see Akburnamd, Beveridges 
translation I, p. 44, note 3. 
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Z a min Dawar in fief. As he was, however, without any true relation¬ 
ship with the King, this outward relationship acted as a drug which 
produced infatuation and he several times behaved improperly. At 
last in the year 962 A.H. (1554-55 A.D.) he distinguished himself in 
the battle of Sirhind 1 2 with Sikandar Shah Stir, but after the victory he 
wrote improper things to Sikandar, and manifested loyalty to him. 
When the Khwaja was questioned he stated, “I was doubtful about 
the King’s opinion about myself, and I so arranged that this writing 
should reach bint in order that he might have greater consideration for 
me and I might be granted higher employment.” Humayun impri¬ 
soned him, and later banished bun. He hastened off to the Hijaz, 
and committed violence upon violence. He returned to India, and 
displayed the same evil qualities. One day in Akbar’s Durbar, when 
the nobles were assembled, lie Intel a futile altercation with Mtrza 
‘Abdullah Mughal, who was one of the great officers, and running up 
to him fisticuffed and kicked him. On another occasion he behaved 
rudely to Bairam Khan, and placed his hand on his dagger. He was 
again banished. He went to Gujarat, and spent some time in distress. 
After being in miserable circumstances, he has exalted by being re¬ 
admitted to royal service, and was treated with favour. 

As by nature he was not possessed of moderation, he again became 
a mirror-holder of violence. Bairam Khan was thinking of banishing 
him when he himself fell into disgrace, and after his fall the Khwaja 
by virtue of his exalted lineage received high honours. But he fell 
a victim to his evil nature, and committed several improprieties. At 
last in the 9th year, 971 A.H, (1563-64 A.D.) Blbi Fatima—who 
was Humayun’s Urdu Begf, and also held an influential position in 
the harem of Akbar and whose daughter Zuhra Aqa 3 was married to 
the Khwaja and was continually ill-treated by him—came one day to 


1 Battle of Sirhind on 2nd Sha'ban, 962 A.H. (22nd June, 1555 A.D.), see 
Akbamama, Beveridge’s translation 1 , p. 631. 

2 For Bib! Fatima see Beveridge’s translation of Akbarnama, 1 , p. 494, note 3. 

3 Zuhra Agha in Beveridge’s translation of Akbarnama. 
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Akbar and lamented that the Khwaja was preparing to go to his 
pargana-fief, and to take his wife with him. On account of his 
inhcrenc wicked and suspicious nature, it was certain that he medita¬ 
ted the murder of this chaste lady; he had threatened to do this 
repeatedly, but had not carried out his intentions in the Capital 
owing to his apprehensions of the King’s justice. Now that he was 
taking her to his fief, what would happen to her. Akbar showing 
compassion for the distress of this old servant answered that he was 
going out to hunt, and that for her sake he would pass by the 
Khwaja’s house, and when the latter appeared before him, he would 
give him good advice, and forbid him to take his wife with him. 

Akbar crossed the Jumna by boat, and started for the 
Khwaja’s house attended by not more than twenty servants. As the 
obstinate nature of the Khwaja was well known to him, he sent Mir 
Faraghat and Peshrau Khan to acquaint the Khwaja of his august 
arrival. When the Khwaja heard that the King had sent these 
officers after crossing the river, he became violent and said “I will not 
present myseli before the King.” Then full of wrath he hurried to 
his harem with a dagger in his hand, and with the dagger killed 
Zuhra Aqa, who had just come out of the bath and was dressing. 
Then he put lus head out of the window, and throwing the blood¬ 
stained dagger, exclaimed in a loud voice "Go and tell (His Majesty) 
I have shed htr blood.” When the King heard of this outrage, he 
boiled over with indignation and entered his house. The mad man 
buckled his sword, and came to the presence holding the hilt of the 
sword in his hand. Akbar angrily asked him "What docs this mean? 
You have your hand on your sword, but understand that if you 
make the least movement, I will give you such a blow on the 
head that your soul will fly out.” The mad man lost control of his 
hand and feet, and those present arrested him. When he was ques¬ 
tioned as to why he had killed his innocent wife, that monster replied 
in a raving manner and used abusive language. At last he was silenced 
by blows and kicks, and was taken off to the river dragged by the hair 
and kicked. Although they ducked him several times, he showed a 
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great tenacity of life and did not cease to abuse. While it appeared 
certain that he would perish in the whirlpool of royal wrath, but from 
the tenacity of life and hardness of heart he remained alive. The 
King sent him to the fort of Gwaliyar for imprisonment, and told 
Maryam MakanI that as a retaliation for the murder of his innocent 
wife he had put him to death. That chaste and noble lady approved 
of this action. Later he had an attack of melancholia, and died 
of this derangement of the brain; and was buried on the ridge in the 
precincts of the fort. Later his body was taken to Delhi. 

It is the sine-qua-non of the high office of sovereignty in matters 
of retribution that no consideration should be shown for friends or foes 
and relations or strangers, and to administer justice to the oppressed, 
so that royal associates and government officials might not use their 
positions as a means for oppression and tyranny. It is well-known 
that Akbar paid no regard to relationship, and inflicted condign 
punishment on him the same day. Accordingly one 1 composed the 
following verses in reference to the date. 

Verses 

The great Khwaja whose name was Mu'azzam, 

And who was an ornament of the world, 

Slew his wife and himself was killed 

By the wrath of the Empieror, Jalal-ud-Dln Akbar. 

When I asked him the year of his death, 

That emblem of auspicious qualities answered at the time: 
Without the face of that world-illuminating beloved 
I suffered at length the great martyrdom. 


i According tx> Badayuni (op. cit.) the verses were probably composed by Mir 
‘Ala-ud-Dnulah, the author of Tadhkirat -ash-Shu'ara (sec Badayuni, loc. cit p. 239, 
note 1). As pointed cut by Sir Wolscley Haig the chronogram gives the year 973 
and not 971, but it may be that the Khwaja was in Gwaliyar for two years before 
he died or was put to death. 
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MU'AZZAM KHAN SHAIKH BAYAZID 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 365, 366). 

He was one of the grandsons of Shaikh Salim 1 of Fathpur. His 
mother was the wet-nurse 2 of Jahangir. About the end of Akbar’s 
reign he was raised to the rank of 2,000. After Jahangir ascended the 
throne, he was granted an increase of 1,000 and exalted by the title of 
Mu'azzam Khan. In the 3rd year his rank, personal and by increase, 
was raised to 4,000 with 2,000 horse. Later he was appointed 
to the high office of the governor of Delhi 3 . Mukarram Khan' 1 was 
his son, and son-in-law of Islam Khan ‘Ala’-ud-Dln 5 , who was a 
high official and had been granted a flag. For a long time he served 
under his father-in-law, who was the governor of Bengal. He behaved 
firmly in the expedition of Kuch Haju 6 , and distinguished himself 

1 Shaikh Salim Chishti, surnamed Shaikh-ul-Islam, was a descendant of 
Shaikh Farid of Shakarganj. Jahangir was named Salim after him. For an 
account of him see Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1881), pp. 233, 234. 

2 TUzukri-Jahangtri (Rogers & Beveridge), I, p. 32; where it is stated that 
Shaikh Bayazid’s mother was the “first person who gave me milk, but for not more 
than a day.” On the same page it is noted that Bayazid was promoted from the 
rank of 2,000 to 3,000. The grant of the title of Mu'azzam KJ}an is recorded 
on p. 79, and his promotion and appointment as governor of Delhi on pp. 137 
and 171. 

3 The biography of Shaikh Bayazid ends here and the remainder is devoted 
to an account of his son. Jahangir mentions Mu'azzam Khan’s tomb at Fathpur 
Sikri in the record for the 13th year or 1618 A,D. (op. cit., II, p. 73). Perhaps 
he died much earlier as the promotions of his sons and their being sent to Bengal 
to Islam Khan are mentioned in the 6th year, 1611 A.D., op. cit., I, p. 202. 

4 A short account of Mukarram Khan based on the notice of his life in 
Mdiithir is given in Salam’s translation of Riyad-us-Salatin, pp. 205, note 2. 

5 For Islam Johan's governorship of Bengal see Riydd-us-Salattn, Text, 
pp. 175-181, translation, pp. 173-179. For his life see Maathtr-ul-Umarix , I, 
pp, 118-120, and Beveridge & Prashnd’s translation, pp. 692, 693. 

6 Kuch Haju was the western part of Cooch Behar. For an account of Mukar¬ 
ram Klein's conquest of Kuch Haju see Badshdhnama, II, pt, 2, pp. 64-67. 



88 


Mubarak Khan NiyazI 


[Maathir- 


by his services. He brought Panchat the Zamtndar of the area before 
the governor. As his father-in-law died at that time, and the charge 
of Bengal was assigned to Muhtasham Khan Shaikh Qasim, the 1 
brother of Islam Mian, he served under him for a year as the 
Faujdar of Ktich Haju. At last becoming disgusted with the improper 
behaviour of Qasim Khan he returned to the Court. In the 21st 
year of Jahangir’s reign he was appointed governor of Bengal in place 
of Khanazad Khan, and a farman to this effect was sent to him. He 
got into a boat to go and receive the farman. En route he asked the 
boatman to steer the boat to the shore as he wished to say the 
afternoon-prayers. A storm rose up meanwhile, and the boat was 
sunk. Mukarram Khan was drowned with his companions 2 . 

MUBARAK KHAN NIYAZ! 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 511-513). 

He was the grandson of Muhammad Khan Niyaz! 3 . His father 
Muzaffar Khan died without attaining any distinction. He in his 
youth became a servant of Jahangir. When in the 3rd year of Shah 
Jahan’s reign Burhanpur became the seat of royal residence, Mubarak 
Khan’s rank was increased to 1,000 foot with 700 horse, and he was 
sent with Rao Ratan to Telingana' 4 . When Naslrl Khan Khan Dauran 

1 His name is given as Qasim l<han in Riydd-us-Salalin, Text, p. 181, trans¬ 
lation, pp. 179, 180. His full name was Muhtsham Khan Shaikh Qasim Fatlipuri. 
For an account of his life see Maathir-ul-Umara III, p. 355. 

2 lqbalnama-i-Jahangirt, p. 287 and Riy^d-us-Salatin, Text, pp. 205, 206, 
translation, p. 207. Form the latter account it appears that the accident took 
place in 1036 A.H.,1627 A.D.), but the place whence he started is not mentioned. 
Jn Stewart’s History of Bengal, p. 238, he is stated to have started from Dacca. 

3 For his life see Maathir-ul-Umara, Ill, pp. 372-376. 

4 Badshiihnama, I, .p. 298. The appointment of Naslri Khan as Coniman- 
dcr-in-Chief in place of Rao Ratan is mentioned on p. 308. The details of various 
increases in the rank of Mubarak l£han are taken from BSdshanama. In the list 
of officers is given as 2,000 horse. 



8 9 


til-Umard] Mubarak an Niyazi 

was reappointed Commander-in-Chief in that area, Mubarak Khan 
whose family was noced for bravery and courage, and with whom per- 
formance of duty and sacrifice was but natural—performed deeds of 
valour and distinguished himself in the company of the said Khan in 
the conquest of the Qandahar fort 1 . He was rewarded with an 
increase of 500 with 300 horse in his mansab, and in a short time his 
rank was gradually increased to 2,000 foot with 2,000 horse, and he 
was raised to the dignity of an Amir. And as he in the company of 
Khan Dauran again distinguished himself in the conquest of the forts 
of Udgir and Ausa 2 , his bravery and loyalty became apparent to all. 
In the 10th year at the request of Khan Dauran he was granted a flag 
and drums. He was for a long time employed in the Saba of Berar, 
and laboured hard to improve the town of Ashti 3 , which his grand¬ 
father had made his home, and which his uncle Ahmad Khan Niyazi 
had developed. Consequently he is remembered there to this day. 
During the period of government of Islam Khan Mashhadl, hot words 
passed in the Divan in connection with some affair. Because of his 
anger and self-respect he could not restrain himself, and started for the 
Court. On arrival he was graciously received, and was attached to the 
auxiliary forces of Kabul area. In the 2yth year he was appointed to 
the thanadan and fief of the two Bangashes, which formed the assign¬ 
ment of Sultan Sulaiman Shikoh.. As he could not properly manage 
this area which was a hot bed of sedition, he was removed from his 
office in the 29th year, but remained attached to that province. In 
the 2nd year of AurangzTb’s reign he was again appointed Faujdar of 
Bangash in place of Husain Beg Khan. It has not been possible to 
ascertain the date of his death. He was very fond of faqlrs and loved to 

1 This is in the “Kandahar taluk in Nander District, Hyderabad”—see 
Imperial Gazetteer, XIV, p. 377. 

a “Udgir taluk in Bidar District, Hyderabad,” Imperial Gazetteer, XXIV, 
pp. no, in, and “Owsa in Osmanabad District, Hyderabad, id. XIX, 293. 

3 “Ashti in Bhir District, Hyderabad,” Imperial Gazetteer, VI, p, it. In 
reference to Ashti also sec Maathir-ul- Umar a III, p. 376. 
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serve darvishes. None of his family after him acquired distinction. 
At present in AshtI also nothing remains but ruins and vestiges. 

MUBARIZ KH AN ‘IMAD-UL-MULK 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 729-746). 

His name was Khwaja Muhammad, and he came in his infancy 
with his mother from Balkh, his birth place, to India. When they rea¬ 
ched Gujrat in the Panjab, lie was presented to Shah Daulah 2 , who was 
a Sufi darvish and who was greatly revered by the inhabitants of the 
Panjab. That great man foretold the child’s good fortune and pre¬ 
sented him with a portion of his own darvish-dress. Later, when he 
came to years of discretion, he, after searching for employment for 
some time, attached himself to Mirza Yar ‘All, who, though he held 
only a minor office, had a high place in the Emperor’s (Aurangzib’s) 
affections. The Mirza handed over to him his own signed papers and 
made him do his work. At last by the Mirza’s kindness his fortune 
was made, and being appointed to government service he was made 
adjutant to the 3rd Bakhshi. Later he became known as the deputy 
of Sardar Khan Kotwal 3 . About the same time be married the daugh¬ 
ter of ‘Inayat Ullah Khan 4 , who was one of the great men of Kashmir. 
The garden of his fortune started to blossom and the river of his pros- 

1 This account with information from other contemporary sources forms the 
basis of the excellent biography of Mubariz Khan by Irvine in Later Mughals (Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar’s edition) II, pp. 138-150. 

2 According to Davis, Gttjrat Gazetteer (1892-93), p. 161, "Shahdaula was a 
Pathan and claimed descent from the Emperor Bahlol Shah Lodi; at the same time 
the Gujars assert that he belonged to their class, and the present high priest at 
the shrine professes to be a Saiyad.” According to the Imperial Gazetteer XII, 
374, the shrine of Shah Daula in Garhi Shah Daula at Gujrat in the Panjab is 
famous throughout and beyond the Province; it is the home of “human mons¬ 
trosities with narrow heads and weak intellects known as Shah Daula’s rats.” 

3 Maathir-uLUmarH II, pp. 491-494. 

4 MaatLir-ul-Umetra II, pp. 829-832. 
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petity began to overflow. His rank was increased and he was appoin¬ 
ted Bakbshi on the establishment of Prince Kam Bakhsh, During 
the siege of the fort of Panhala 1 he had charge of a battery, and 
afterwards was appointed Faitjddr of Sangamner 2 which was one of the 
Crown-estates of Aurangabad. For his skill and ability he was 
rewarded with the title of A manat Khan, and in the 47th year was 
appointed Fanjddr of Baidapur, which was 24 kos from Aurangabad. 
In the time of Bahadur Shah he was made Superintendent and Faujddr 
of holy Surat, and went off there. 

When Khan Flruz Jang' 1 4 , the governor of Gujarat, died, Amanat 
Khan hastened to Ahmadabad, seized all his money and property, and 
took proper measures for the protection and government of that 
important area. His rank was increased as a reward, and he was 
exalted by his appointment as the governor of Gujarat and also 
raised to the dignity of an Amir. When Jahandar Shah became the 
Emperor, the province of Gujarat was granted to Sarbuland Khan 5 , 
and Amanat Khan, through the intervention of Kokaltash Khan Khan- 
Jahan, was appointed governor of Malwa. After his arrival at Ujjain, 
the capital of the province, he sent peaceful messages to Ratan Singh 
Chandrawat, the Zamlnddr of Rampfira, who in Aurangzlb’s reign had 

1 Parnaln of Text and in Maathir-i-'Alamgiri is Panhala the historic hill fort 
in Kolahpur State, Imperial Gazetteer, XIX, pp. 396, 397. It was attacked on 19th 
March 1701, and on receipt of a heavy bribe delivered by the Commandant 
Triniback on the 7th June; see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, V, 
pp. 173-177. 

2 Sangamner in Ahmadnagar District, Bombay, Imperial Gazetteer, XXII, 

p. 50. . 

3 MaHthir-i-'Alamgiri p. 472. 

4 His full name was Mir Shihab-ud-Din, Ghazi-ud-Din Khan Bahadur 
Firuz Jang; see Maatbir-ul-Umara, II, pp. 87-882, Beveridge’s translation, 
pp. 587-592. Hi died in 1122 A.H., 1710 A.D., in the fourth year of Bahadur 
Shah’s reign. 

5 Khafi Khan, II, p, 693. Amanat Khan's appointment as the governor of 
Malwa is mentioned on the same page, and his fight with Islam Khan is des¬ 
cribed on pp. 693-697. 
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become a Musulman, and taken on the name o£ Islam Khan. At this 
time, owing to the slackness of authority, he had imbibed ideas of 
power and leadership in his empty head, and having collected a num¬ 
ber of men had laid hold of imperial estates. It is notorious, however, 
that Dhulfaqar, in view of his enmity with Kbkaltash Khan, had hinted 
to the Raja that he should disturb Mubariz Khan in his work in order 
that his patron (Kokaltash Khan) might be discredited. Ratan Singh, 
who was weak in Islam and strong in rebellion, in his pride refused to 
accept Mubariz' Khan's overtures, and obstinately opposed him. He 
sent Dilcr Khan Rohila, who was one of the leading men of the 
province, with a large force to the town of Sarangpur, and he defeated 
‘Abd-ur-Rahim the Thdnaddr of the place; a large number of persons 
were taken prisoners and many were killed. The great Khan, out of 
regard for his self-respect and due dignity could not stand this injus¬ 
tice on the part of that ignoramus, proceeded with a force which was 
not more than 3,000 horse, to put down the rebel, and prepared for 
battle near the town which was not more than 23 kos from Ujjain. 
Ratan Singh opposed him with 20,000 horse, many of whom were noted 
Afghans, such as Dost Muhammad Rohila, who had not yet acquited 
a Zamtnddrt there, but had 3 to 4,000 horse. He attacked that Kh an 
on three sides so that he might capture him alive. After a fight with 
rockets and guns, which were the fiery sinews of battle, there was a 
stubborn engagement and the Khan was victorious. After the victory, 
a man found the Raja lying on the field, and cutting off his head 
brought it (to the Khan). It appeared that while the fighting was in 
full swing, a cannon ball ( gola'-i-rabkaUy had found its mark and 
killed him. The lucky Khan was loaded with booty, but wanted at 
this opportune time to plunder and devastate Rampura the home of 
that rebel. The wife of the Raja imploringly came with a tribute, and 
induced him to refrain from doing so. Jahandar Shah sent him con¬ 
gratulatory farmdns and granted him the high title of Shahamat Khan. 

In the beginning of the reign of Farrukh-siyar, he was again 


1 See Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls , pp. 1-35, 139. 
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appointed as the governor of Gujarat. He had not been there a fort¬ 
night when the post was assigned to Da’tid Khan Pam 1 , and he was 
granted the title of Mubariz Khan and appointed as the Subadar of 
Haidarabad; he took leave and started for his new post. He spent 
nearly twelve years there in punishing the rebellious, and favouring the 
submissive. The intractable recalcitrants were uprooted and the loyal 
subjects were honoured by his kindness ahd favours. He never ceased 
to exert himself, and was continually touring from one end of the 
territory to the other. Although he did not have more than 3,000 
horse in his service, yet he drove off large armies of Mahrartas. One 
of the wretches, wherever he advanced beyond the borders received a 
severe reverse from the Khan, and every time he wanted to attack 
this zone, had to run away after being defeated by his strong force. 

During this period Husain ‘All Khan came as the governor of the 
Deccan and Mubariz Khan went to Aurangabad to interview him. 
The latter immediately recognized his merits and treated him with 
courtesy befitting his rank and position, and allowed him to return to 
his post. When Asaf Jah embraced Muhammad Shah’s cause, and 
started from Malwa for the Deccan, the said Khan, as he had pro¬ 
mised to support him, left Haidarabad. Later, when Asaf Jah after 
getcing rid of his opponents, took up his quarters at Aurangabad, 
Mubariz Khan established a closer contact by waiting on him. And 
both having agreed to a common cause he was promised the rank of 
7,000 foot with 7,000 horse, and the title of ‘Imad-ul-Mulk. 
Fortunately the Saiyids (of Barah) from fear of whose malevolence, 
Asaf Jah could not rest even at night, selected the road of failure, 
and serious suspicions were aroused. Mubariz Khan was making 
arrangements for the marriages of his sons, and was preparing wedding 
feasts. At this time Asaf Jah resolved to go to the Court, but 
Mubariz Khan, who was very prudent and his well-wisher, did not 
approve of this idea and pointed out his objections. After reaching 

i Maathir-ul-Vmar 3 ,\\, pp. 63-68; Beveridge’s translation, pp. 458-462. His 
appointment as governor of Gujarat is mentioned on p. 460. 
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the pass of Fardapur, Asaf Jah realized the importance of the reasons 
for his staying back in the Deccan, and turned back. He wrote a 
letter to the Khan praising him for his counsel and concluded with 
the following verse: 


Verse 

What youth sees in a mirror, 

An aged man sees it in an old brick. 

Afterwards by mutual agreement Asaf Jah went to Adorn, He 
demanded from the chiefs and the southern Afghans, who had long 
been refractory and had accumulated a great deal of wealth, a fixed 
tribute 1 2 . Mubariz Khan who was fully conscious of the change in 
the position, first went back to his own estates, and though he should, 
to inspire terror, have brought a large force, he only had a small force 
with him when he joined Asaf Jah. Mubariz Mian did not see his 
advantage in the Sardars submitting and giving over whatever Asaf 
Jah demanded 3 , for he himself drank water from the same cistern, 
and as a result Fath Jang could not obtain even a hundredth part of 
his expectations. Though in view of the prevailing situation he did 
not express his dissatisfaction and the dust of dissension did not rise, 
yet he was inwardly greatly displeased. From that time he and the 
other southern governors gave up all idea of their being accountable 
to Delhi, and took possession of the territory of Sekaol—which was 
a crown-land and for which he occasionally paid revenue dues—and 
of other estates as the proprietor. When Nawab Fath Jang came to 
the Court, and was seated on the masnad of the Vazdrat, he instituted 
an enquiry about the allowances of Mubariz Khan and his sons and 

1 Apparently Asaf Jah demanded this tribute as a representative of the 
Emperor and widi the intention of sending it to the imperial treasury at Delhi. 

2 This was apparently in view of the fact that his interests and those of the 
Southern Afghans were identical. He also was in unauthorised possession of 
imperial lands at Sekakol and elsewhere, and would have to pay for them. Sekakol 
is apparently the Chicacole subdivision in Ganjam District, Madras, Imperial, 

Gazetteer, X, p. 217, 
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companions, and raised the question of the decrease in the imperial 
revenue. A demand was also made upon his agent for the payment 
of the dues of the crown-lands. There was a verbal altercation, and 
the Nawab openly declared his hostility. When the question about 
the appointment of the governor of Kabul came up, Asaf Jah represen¬ 
ted to the Sovereign that no one was better suited for the post than 
Mubariz Khan; in the guise of friendship he wanted to get rid of him. 
Later when in lieu of the Deccan, Millwa and Gujarat were assigned to 
Asaf Jah as a perquisite of the post of the Vazdrat, he considered it 
better that Mubariz Khan should be the Siibabdar, rather than a 
foreigner being appointed to this post; he accordingly represented to 
the Emperor that perfect sincerity existed in the relations between him 
and Mubariz Khan; and by a great deal of talk and writing made the 
latter agree to it (made the balance of his mind incline in this direc¬ 
tion). But meanwhile his father-in-law ‘Inayat Ullah, who was the 
Khan-i-Saman and Deputy Vaztr at the Court, at the instigation of 
the Emperor, held out prospects of castles in the air to him (showed 
him green gardens), and excited his ambition. He flattered him 
(rubbed in goose’s oil), and inspired him with expectations. The 

Khan in spite of his long experience was misled, and without consul¬ 
ting Nawab Path Jang, obeyed the Emperor’s commands on the 

grounds of fidelity and loyalty. He had spent six or seven months 

in the siege of the fort of Phtilcharl, which was near MachlTbandar, 

and which was held hy Apa Rao, rebellious Zamindar who was 
showing bravery and courage in battle, when the farmdn investing him 
with the government of the Deccan arrived. The Khan spent some 
further time there, and having obtained possession of the fort by 
treaty returned to Haidarabad. 

As the Southern Afghans were also concerned in this affair, 
Bahadur Khan PanI Faujdar of Kurnul, Abu! Fath son of ‘Abd-uu- 
Nabl Khan Faujddr of Cuddapah 1 , ‘Abdul Majid Khan grandson 

i iiji in the Text is the Cuddapah District in Madras, Imperial Gazetteer, 
XI, pp, 57-71. 
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of Diler Khan and his adopted son ‘All Khan, and as represen¬ 
tative of Sa'adat Ullah Khan Faujdar of the Carnatic, Ghalib 
Khan son of Amir Abu Tahb Badakhshl came with a well 
equipped force, and in the height of the rains crossed the 
Godavari near Nander, and proposed to spend the rainy season in 
Aundih 1 which was a pargana of Sarkar Balaghat in Berar. Mean¬ 
while Nawab Path Jang Asaf Jah, who, on account of the improper 
behaviour of the imperial servants, had gone off on the pretext of 
hunting, heard of the incursions of the Marhattas into Malwa, and 
advanced thither from Soron 2 on the banks of the Ganges-Bhaglrathl. 
After expelling the bandits from that area, he turned back from near 
Ujjain, and had reached the pargana of Sahur near Saronj when he 
received a letter from Muhammad ‘Inayat Khan Bahadur from 
Aurangabad informing him that at the instigation of the worthless 
courtiers of King and backed by Southern Afghans, Mubariz Kh an 
had accepted the governorship of the Deccan, and having received the 
orders was proceeding in that direction. It was also generally reported 
that after taking charge of the government, he proposed to advance with 
the DcccanI troops to Malwa. Further, a body of men had been 
deputed from the Court, who together with the troublesome elements 
among their servants would give them no end of trouble, as it would 
be objectionable to resist and difficult to submit. While he was cogita¬ 
ting, a letter of Mubariz Mian’s Vakil came into his hands. As this 
contained the very purport of Muhammad ‘Inayat Ullah Khan’s 
message, it confirmed the statements of Muhammad ‘Inayat. His 
hesitation was, therefore, at an end, and he turned the reins towards the 
Dcccan. He marched rapidly and in the month of Dhul Qa‘da of the 
6th year of Muhammad Shah’s reign (July-August, 1724) 3 he en- 

1 Aundeh in Jarrett’s translation cf A'in, II, p. 236. 

a Khafi I£han, II, p. 949. Soron is in the Etah District, United Provinces, 
Imperial Gazetteer, XXIII, pp. 88, 89. Sahur is Sehorc in Bhopal, Central India, 
Imperial Gazetteer, XXII, pp. 160-162. 

3 Irvine, loc. cit., p. 142, gives “end of Ramadan (21st June)” as the date of 
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tered Aurangabad. At first he wrote urgently (to Mubariz Khan) 
strongly deprecating the shedding of the blood of Muslims. The 
noble-minded Khan, though he regretted that their concord should 
have ended in this fashion, did not think it consistent with his reputa¬ 
tion and position, which was well known all over, to lose heart and 
turn back, especially how was such a thought befitting his name and 
honour while he was still an imperial servant. He, therefore, ignored 
internal exhortations and prepared for battle. Asaf Jah in concert with 
BajI Rao and other Mahrattas marched forward with 6,000' Mahrattas 
to oppose Mubariz Khan. When he reached the Charthana pargana, 
the doomed and accursed Khan in spite of all his courage and ex¬ 
perience, listened to the advice of a number of visionaries and pro¬ 
ceeded towards Zafarnagar, which was held in perpetual grant 
( dltamgha ) by Bahadur Khan and was inhabited by the Afghans, with 
the intention that he would get there rapidly by night marches, and 
then without halting proceed straight to Aurangabad. There were two 
alternatives. One that the enemy would pursue them in a hurry, but 
then they would have to leave behind their artillery on which they 
mainly relied, and under such circumstances the chances would be in 
his favour. And the second was that the enemy would not leave 
their artillery behind, and so their arrival would be delayed. During 
that time Mubariz Khan’s army would be able to take possession of 
the city, which was the capital, and the family and the treasury of the 
leader (Asaf JalV) and also the families and goods of the soldiers, and get 
ready for battle. Leaving the River Purna 2 , from which he had 
marched 10 to 12 kos, he returned and recrossed it. He forgot that 

his arrival at Aurangabad; this is apparently based on Khali Khan. II p. 952, 
where Asaf Jah is stated to have reached Aurangabad in the end of Ramadan. 
He stayed there for two months and repeatedly wrote to Mubariz Khan. At 
last he marched in die end of Dhiil Qa'da and encamped at the bank of Jaswant 
near the city of Aurangabad, 

1 fCbSfi Khan, II, p. 955, has 7 or 8,000. Chartrana pargana is in Sarklr 
Basirn, see Jarrett, of. cit., p. 235. 

2 Kb : "dl Khan, II, p. 953. 


*3 
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in India to turn away from the enemy was looked upon as equivalent 
to flight, while it inspired in the enemy the ideas of victory. In fact 
the writer of these pages was with Asaf Jah. From that very day the 
Khan’s prestige and dread vanished. Doubts regarding his victory, 
of which most people were sure, were now expressed afresh; rather 
there was fear of life, and everyone wanted to run away, the congra¬ 
tulatory offerings disappeared from before his eyes. Versifiers com¬ 
posed chronograms. One author made an interesting chronogram in 
Hindi of this date: 

Dar giya Mubariz Khan (Mubariz Khan was frightened; 1136 

A.H., 1724 A.D.). 

In fine, at the time of crossing, some outstanding spirits of Path 
Jang’s vanguard attacked Mubariz Khan’s men, and there was a hot 
engagement. His Chief artillery officer and a number of the men 
were cut off. The vanguard were not satisfied with this result, and 
advanced along with the Mahrattas 111 skirmishing order, and so 
restricted the movements of the enemy that they could hardly advance 
a few paces. Mubariz Khan was obliged to turn back his baggage 
to the town of Shakar Khera 1 , and to remain outside with his 
soldiers. When this isolation lasted for two days and two nights, 
the men, who had nothing more with them than their horses and 
whips, were reduced to such a state as to be worse than dead. On 
22nd Muharram 1137 A.H. 2 (30th September, 1724), when a third 

1 Shakr Khera of Irvine, who notes (p. 1455, note) that it is “now called Fath 
Khera, in the southern part of Baldana district of Berar, some 80 miles from 
Aurangabad.” Sharkar Khelda and Fath Khelda of the Imperial Gazetteer,XU, 

p, 86, 

2 23rd in Khali Khan, II, p. 953 and in Tdrikh-i-Muzzafari as stated in a 
note on p. 741 of the Text. It is also 23rd in Maathir-ul-Umara . HI, p. 878. 
Khiifi Khan seems to place it in 1135 or 1136 A.H., but the battle took place in 
1137 A.H., 1724 A.D. See also Siyar-ul~M.»taa khkh arin (Text, Newal Kishore 
edn.) II, p. 439, whete the date is given as 24th Muharram, 1137. Irvine adopts 
23rd Muharram, 1137, nth October, 1724, and this date is followed in the 
Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 350. 
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o£ chat day of Friday remained, Mubariz Khan with less than 10,000 
horsemen marched against Fath Jang who had drawn tip two armies, 
one under his own command and the second under ‘Adad-ud-Dauluh 
‘Iwad Khan Bahadur two kos from the town in quescion. Mubariz 
Khan advanced on the right of ‘Iwad Khan, who commanded the right 
wing of Asaf Jail’s army. Suddenly there appeared such a stream 
(nala) in front that men and horses sank in its mud up to their 
chests. Finally the arrangements for the advance broke down and 
their line became confused. There were hand to hand fights. If a 
horse reared up, the pressure owing to the want of space was such that 
it was pushed along in that posture. If a trooper fell, he did not 
reach the ground, but remained hanging between the heads and flanks 
of two horses and was carried aloft. At fast the forces of the left 
wing arrived. Meanwhile, the artillery thundered and flashed, and 
leaving the enemy on the right, Mubariz Khan’s forces came like 
growling tigers and fell on ‘Iwad Khan’s right wing and reserves 
( /lltamash ). The leaders of the victorious army (of Asaf Jah) arrived 
and delivered a heavy fusillade and slew the rash foe. Mubariz Khan 
and his two sons were slain, and many leaders, such as Bahadur Khan 
Pan! who commanded the right wing, Mukarram Khan Khan Zaman 
the leader of the lefc wing, Ghalib Khan of the vanguard, Abul 
Path Khan Miyana, Husainl Khan son of ‘All Mardan Khan 
Haidarabadl, Amir Khan Dcccani, Jagdeo Ruo Jiidun, both of whom 
had deserted from this side and joined (Mubariz Khan’s forces), and 
Muhammad Fa’iq Khan Kashmiri who was the Divan of the deceased 
and one of the distinguished men of the times, were killed (gave their 
collars to the claws of death) with 3,500 men. 

It is evident to the experienced that that unhappy Khan (Khan 
Nakam ) owing to his bad fortune acted with inopportune negligence 
and languor in his enterprise. If on receipt of the farman he had 
withdrawn his hand from the siege of Pondicheriy and had given 
his attention to the affairs 111 hand, things would not have come to 
such a pass. After the siege too it is not clear why matters should 
have been so protracted. Besides, he could have collected and equipp- 
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ed a large army. Even at the time of the battle the Marhatta leaders 
sent him messages offering assistance. Especially Kanhu Bhonsle, 
who had 5,000 horse, would have been contented with a little grant. 
Mubariz Khan, however, would not agree at all, and said that they 
all had felt his strong hand, and had been chastised by him, and that 
he intended to control them in the future as well. “I shall not make 
entreaties to them. If they will come without being paid, I have no 
objection.” 

He was buried near that town, in a charming plain. He was the 
head of the Amirs of his day. Rather, he had nothing in common 
with the Amirs of the day. He was like the leaders of old times. 
He had courage and wisdom, and his possessions were ruled by disci¬ 
pline. In firmness and solidity he was a mountain which could not 
be shaken by the fierce blasts of fortune. He was, for sound judg¬ 
ment and excellent planning, a marksman whose arrow never deviated 
to the right or left of the target. He was neither standoffish in his 
ways, nor was he rashly intrusive. Though he had favourites, and 
loved society, he was very considerate to his servants and befriended 
his comrades. He was not self-indulgent or a lover of pleasure. He 
had a soldierly bearing. He was also laborious and shrew’d, and 
always enquired inco details. He was neither violent nor quarrelsome. 
Alas! that he died in vain and did not reach the acme of his fortune. 
He had by the daughter of ‘Inayat Ullah Khan five sons and one 
daughter. Two sons, As‘ad Khan and Mas'ud Khan, died in early 
youth along with their father. One of them was married to the 
daughter of Matlab Khan, the son of Matlab Khan Ban! Mukhtar, and 
the other to the daughter of Khan Zaman Mukarram Khan the son 
of the Klian-Khanan Bahadurshahl. His eldest son was Khwaja Ahmad 
Khan whom his father always left in the city (Haidarabad) as his 
deputy. But all work was carried on by Jalal-ud-Dln Muhammad 
Khan, who by his ability and honesty had gained such a place in 
Mubariz Khan’s estimation that he never objected to anything that he 
did or arranged. After his father was killed Khwaja Ahmad with his 
followers put into order the fort of Muhammadnagar or Gdloconda 
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by dispossessing the fort governor Sandal Khan. He conveyed 
materials and men into the fort, and strengthening its fortifications 
guarded it for a year. But he had no talent for such work and was 
helpless. He slept all day and kept awake all night, and carried on 
the work according to the advice and planning of others who were his 
well-wishers. Later Dilawar Khan who was his father-in-law and 
had also married his aunt, acted as the mediator, and through him 
Ahmad Khan received the rank of 6,000, the title of Shahamat Khan 
and a fief in the same province. He was also excused service, and no 
enquiry was made regarding his father’s property. He then surren¬ 
dered the fort, and after some time received in lieu of Haidarabad the 
fief of Othapur and Qawal. At present and since a long time he is 
in Aurangabad, and has no business with anyone; he has also received 
a fief in Khandesh. Another son was Khwaja Mahmud Khan, who 
was severely wounded in the battle, but recovered. Asaf Jah granted 
him the rank oi 5,000, and the title of Mubariz Khan. At present 
he has the title of Amanat Mian, and holds in fief Amnera (Amner?) 
in Khandesh. He is a true descendant (of Mubariz Khan). In his 
father’s lifetime he was governor of forts. He is a brave and intelli¬ 
gent man, and fitted for high offices. He is kind to the dervishes, 
and is adorned with every virtue. He is an honoured companion of 
Asaf Jah. Another son was ‘Abdul Ma'bud Khan, who went to the 
Court in his father’s lifetime, and Muhammad Shah, as the price of 
his father’s blood, granted him a high rank and the title of Mubariz 
Khan, and appointed him Superintendent of the mace-bearers. He is 
no longer alive. The daughter was married to Tdiana Ullah Khan the 
grandson of ‘Inayat Ullah Khan, During the government of his 
farher-in-law he was the Faujdar of Slkakol. Afterwards Asaf Jah 
appointed him governor of Bljapur, There he was signally defeated 
by Oda Chohan, a Mahratta leader, and later died as the governor of 
the fort of Parenda. Though he was only a babbler he had acquired 
some taste for letters. Mubariz Khan also had other sons. One of 
them was Hamid Ullah Khan. Nawab Asaf Jah, in accordance with 
the Indian custom of wiping out blood feuds by marriage, married him 



Mubariz Khun Mir Kull 


102 


| Madtbir- 


to his own sister, but even this close connection did not bring about a 
reconciliation. 


MUBARIZ KHAN MIR KULL 
(VoL Ill, 595-597) 

He was one of the Saiyitls of Badakhshan. In the 23rd year 
of Shall jahan’s reign he left his native land, and came to the royal 
Court in India with some of his brothers and other relations. And 
having been favoured by fortune he received the rank of 500 foot with 
200 horse, and a present of Rs. 3,000. In the 22nd year he was 
appointed Tbanadar of the Tumdn of Panjshlr’, which was one of the 
tumdns of the S uba of Kabul. As he was not without resources, 
he regularly received further promotions and in the 29th year his rank 
was increased to 1,500 foot with 1,000 horse and he was granted 
the tumdns of Alsa’i and Badra’o' which are dependencies of the 
Kabul Saba. In the 30th year ‘Aziz Beg Badakhshl' 1 2 3 , who was one of 
the auxiliaries of the Kabul forces, was treacherously slain by the' people 
of the village of Balghain—a dependency of Mahmud ‘Iraqi, which 
was in his (Mubariz Khan’s) fief. Bahadur Khan Dara Shikohl, the 
governor of the province, who was in Peshawar, in accordance with 
the royal orders wrote to Mir Kull that he in company with the Naib 
(Deputy governor) and other officers of Kabul, and the men of 


1 See Jarrctt’s translation of Ain, II, p. 41 r, where this Tit man is included 
in the northern dependencies as Panjhir or Panjshlr. 

2 Various variants are given in footnote in the text, but the only likuly 
dependencies arc Badra’o and Alsa’i and nut Isa and Bahia as in the text. See 
Jarrctt, op. tit., p. 411. 

3 Some details of the murder of ‘Aziz Beg Badakhshl are given in Khali 
Khan, 1 , p. 736, and a complete account is included in Warith’s continuation 
of BAtlshabtutma. ‘Aziz Beg had gone to celebrate his marriage. Tire inhabi¬ 
tants of Balghain (P) invested him, and murdered him ami his companions 
some 900 in number, on account of his having formerly put to death two of 
their headmen. Balghain and Mahmud ‘Iraqi are not mentioned in the /Tin. 
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Ghilza’I and Sani 1 tribes should proceed to punish the murderers. He 
with great energy and skill collected a large army and set off. With 
great exertions and excessive bravery, and leading their horses they 
crossed the difficult mountains, and arriving in the rebel country 
fought with them. Many of the enemy were slain. Among them 
were fourteen of the leaders of Badra’o, who had come to help. The 
sedition-mongers of Balghain were forced to withdraw into their 
entrenchments. The Khan pursued them relentlessly, but on account 
of snow and the very rocky nature of the terrain had to follow on 
foot, and by excessive exertions reached the retreat of the rebels. 
Though the latter did their best in the defence of their entrenchments, 
the Khan and his companions carried away by force their sheep, and 
at the time of return hurnt their houses and returned victorious. As 
a reward the Khan was granted an increase of 500, and granted a 
flag and the title of Mubariz Khan. In the time of Aurangzlb also 
he served for a long time in Kabul, In the yth year lie was appointed 
governor of Kashmir 2 , and in the 13th year governor of Multan in 
succession to Lashkar Khan. Later he was appointed as the I'aujddr of 
Mathura, but in the 1 9th year he was removed from there. Nothing 
further is known about him. 

MUBARIZ KHAN ROHILA 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 442-444) 

In the reign of Jahangir he attained to the high rank of Amarat, 
and held the mansab of 3,000 with 3,000 horse. From the time of 

1 of Text, but the variant is nearer Ghilz.Vi 

and Sfini which arc two tribes of Afghanistan, vide Jarrett, op. cit., p. 407. 

2 This appointment as governor of Kashmir is mentioned in the i2t)i 
year, 1079 A.H. in Maatbir-i-'Alnmgiri, p. 83, as governor o( Multan in plate 
nf Lashkar Khan in the 13th year, 1080 A.H., id., p. 104, and ‘Ahid Khan’s 
appointment in his place in die 1 ^tJa year is recorded on p. 110. His dis¬ 
missal from the fauidari of Islamabad Mathura is mentioned in the nineteenth 
year, 1087 A.H. on p. 152. 
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thac monarch up to the governorship of Lashkar Khan* in the beginn¬ 
ing of Shah fahan’s reign he was attached to the government of Kabul. 
In the battle which IbangtSsh 1 2 Uzbeg, the general of Nadhar 
Muhammad Khan, the ruler of Balkh, fought against Khanazad 
Khan Khan Zaman near Ghazni, Mubariz Khan was in the victorious 
vanguard and did great deeds. Afterwards he became one of the 
auxiliaries of the Deccan and in the conquest of Daulatabad he 
distinguished himself 3 , especially on the day when Khan Zaman 
conveyed treasure and provisions from Zafarnagar to KhirkI which is 5 
kos from Daulatabad, and is at present known as Aurangabad. The 
‘Adil-Shahls and the Nizam-ShahTs formed one body and suddenly 
attacked the centre. The leaders stood firm, and there was a fierce 
fight. The enemy failed in their attack and retreated. With a view 
to retrieving the situation they attacked the rear. On one side 
Bahadurjl the son of Jadti Rai attacked like a storm and dispersed the 
enemy who opposed him. On the other side Mubariz Khan, who 
was also in the rear, advancing in a short while slaughtered with his 
mighty sword large numbers of the enemy, and mixed with the dust 
of the battlefield the blood of those wretched vagabonds on whose 
heads the hand of death had scattered the dust of misfortune, and so 
marked the end of their existence 4 . 

After the death of Mahabat Khan Khan Khanan when the charge 
of the province of the Deccan was divided into two in the 8th year, 
the Balaghat being assigned to Khan Zaman, and Payanghat to Khan 
Dauran, the auxiliaries were also distributed. The fixed land customs 
were also settled by mutual agreement. Mubariz Khan was appointed 
to serve with Khan Zaman and went to Daulatabad, and received an 


1 He is Lashkhar Khan Abul Hasan Mashhadi, Maathir-ttl-Umara, III, 
pp. 163-167, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation I, pp, 831-834. 

z He is called Palangtosh in Banana Prasad’s History of Shabjahan. p, 189. 

3 Badsbahnama, I, p. 517. The whole chapter beginning from p. 496 is 
devoted to an account of the conquest cf Daulatabad. 

4 This is a highly rhetoric passage meaning only that lie defeated the 
enemy. 
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increase of 500 ivich 500 horse in his rank. Later he returned ro the 
Court and in the x ich year received promotion to the rank of 4,000 
foot with 4,000 horse. As he had spent a long time in Kabul, he 
had become well acquainted with the Afghans’ mode of fighting and 
also knew the country and the people, and was, therefore, deputed as 
an auxiliary to that province. In the 18th year, 1056 A.Id.,' while 
he was faujddr and fiefholder of Dlpalpur, a house fell over him and 
he was killed. He was famous for his .saintliness and piety. He 
spent his days in fasting and prayer and in reading commentaries and 
theological works. His soldiers, whether infantry or horsemen were 
faimilar with the Qur’an, and while marching used to repeat the 
Kalima. By this habit they were distinguished as Mubariz Khan’s 
men. They say that Mubariz Khan in piety was the equal of Omar, 
the son of ‘Abdul ‘Aziz, and in planning and thoughtfulness a second 
‘AmriT, the son of As. His whole life was spent honourably and res¬ 
pectably. 


(RAJA) MUDHKAR SAH BUNDILA' 1 2 3 
(Vol. II, pp. 131-134) 

He belonged to the Gaharwara 4 tribe. In former times they had 
not so much distinction, wealth and property, and hved by robbery 
and infesting the roads. When Partab who had founded Oorcha 5 , 

1 The date in the Text is wrongly given as 1056 A,H. It should be 1054 
A.H., 1644 A.D., see Bddshdbnama, 11 , pt. 2, p.386. 

2 The conqueror of Egypt who destroyed the Library at Alexandria. 

3 Tlie history of Bunciilas wiitten as Bundeias is described in the Imperial 

Gazetteer, IX, pp. 70-72. They claim to be descended from Pancham, a Gahar- 
war Rajput. The n ime is written as xhoxj #U, in the text. 

4 See Note 3 above. According to tradition the Gaharwar Rajputs were the 
first rulers of British Bundelkhand, vide Imperial Gazetteer, IX, p. 69, j 

in the Text. 

5 Sec Blochmann’s translation of A'\n, I (2nd cdn.), p. 500, note 1. Vdcba 
of the text is Ondchha, Urccha Orchha or Tikamgarh, which is a Treaty State of 
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became the Raja, he acquired power and frequently fought with Sher 
Shah and Salim Shah. His son Raja Bharath Chand succeeded him. 
As he was childless, his younger brother Mudhkar Sah succeeded him. 
He became famous by his skill, diplomacy, courage and bravery and 
surpassed his ancestors. In course of time he seized many places 
in the neighbourhood. As a result of his large property, following, 
and the increased territory, he became proud and challenged Akbar’s 
authority. Akbar frequently sent armies against him, and he submi¬ 
tted sometime only to reassert himself again 1 . In the 22nd year 
Sadiq Khan of Herat, Raja Askaran and Raja of Mirath were appointed 
to chastise him. The generals tried to come to terms with him, but 
he refused, and they had to cut down the jungle. The area was very 
heavily forested and consequently it was very difficult for the army to 
march. One day they cut the trees, and the next day they marched. 
They arrived at the river Sawa"(?) which was known by the name of 
Satdhara (seven channels) and arrived in the north of Oorcha. Raja 
Mudhkar prepared for battle with a large force on the bank of this 
river. A great fight took place, and the imperial army was nearly on 
the point of defeat. But Mudhkar Sah with his son Ram Sah fled 
and Hodal Rao :i , the 2nd son, was killed by a ball from a Gajnal 
Sadiq Khan after the victory took up his quarters there, and Mudhkar 
Sah finding himself in difficulty sent his brother’s son to him, and 
asked for pardon. In the 23rd year he, on hearing the good news of 
forgiveness, came with Sadiq Khan to the Court, and received various 
favours. 

When Shahab-ud-Dln Ahmad Khan, the commander-in-chief of 


Central India in the Bundclkhand Agency. The State lies “in the Betwa-Dhasan 
Doab, and is bounded on the north and west by Jhansi District’’—see Imperial 
Gazetteer XIX, p. 241. 

; On 26 RabiT, 985, vide Blochmann, op. tit., p. 475, and Akbarnama, 
Text III, pp. 229, 230, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 324-326. 

2 Apparently Betwa river, sec Note above. 

3 He is called Horal Dev the cldciy: son in Akbafnama, op. cit., p. 326. 

4 A gun carried on an elephant, sec Akbarnama, op. cit., p. 326, note i. 
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Malwa, was appointed with Murza 'Aziz Koka to the Deccan cam¬ 
paign, the Raja was also ordered to accompany him. He was recal¬ 
citrant, and Shahab-ud-Dln Ahmad with other officers proceeded to 
chastise him. When he came within four kos of Oorcha, Mudhkar 
came forward with pledges, and through the intermediate of Raja 
Askaran obtained deliverance, and came and saw the commanders. 
His ruinous ideas again compelled him to flee; and his abode was 
plundered. His son Indarjlt took up his ejuarters in the fort of Khajwa 
and opposed the forces, but soon fled. In the 36th year, 999 A.H. 
(1590-5 j A.D.) Prince Sultan Murad was appointed to Malwa and 
all the leaders oL : that country waited on him. Raja Mudhkar Sah 
kept aloof, and so the Prince led an army against him. The Raja 
retired. Akbar recalled the Prince and afterwards on the recom¬ 
mendation of Sadiq Khan, the Raja came and did homage. In the 
37th year, 1000 A.H. (1591-92 A.D.) he died. His son Ram Sah 1 
came with Sadicj Khan and waited on Akbar in Kashmir, and was 
graciously received. Another of his son was Blr Singh Deo Bundela, 
whose account 2 is given separately. 


MUGHAL KHAN 
(Vol. III, pp. 490-492) 

He was the sou of Zain Khan Kdka 3 4 . During the reign of 
Jahangir 1 he had been promoted to the rank of 1,000 and 500 horse. 
In the beginning of the reign of Shah Julian he was appointed to the 

1 He is called "Ram Chand son of Madlmkar (Bundcla)” in Blochmann, 
op. cit., pi 545, Jahangir in Tiizttk-i-)ahangirl (Rogers Beveridge’s translation) 
I, p. 160, refers ro liis marriage with Ram Chand’s daughter in the 4th year. 

2 Miiatbir-ul'Ur/iara, Text II, pp. 197-199, Beveridge's translation, 
pp. 413-425. 

3 For an account of Zain Khan Koka see Maathir-ul-U mara. Text II, 
pp, 362-3370, and Blochinann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd cdn.)', pp. 367-369, 

4 Diulshahnama, I, p. 184. 
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governorship of Kabul 1 2 3 . In chc qch year when Daulatabad became 
the seat of encampment for che royal force, and the triumphant armies 
under the leadership of distinguished officers were despatched for the 
plunder and destruction of the ‘AdtUShahl territory, and che subju¬ 
gation of all the Nizam-Shahl forts, Mughal Khan’s heart’s desire was 
fulfilled by an advance in his command by 500 and 500 horse, and he 
was attached 1 * to Khan Dauran Nasrac Jang. And at the end of this 
year on che 8th Jumada I, 1046 A.H. (28th September, 1636 A.D.) 
through the bravery and courage of the great Sardar (Mughal Khan) 
the fort of UdgiH, which was one of the strong forts of the Balaghat 
Deccan and is now included in the $iiba of Muhammadabad Bldar, 
passed into the royal hands after a siege lasting a little more than 
three months. The said Khan as a reward was granted an advance 
in his rank of 500 foot and 500 horse, and appointed to look after 
and safeguard that fort. He spent some time there, and became well 
known for his humanity and bravery. 

The author of these lines, during a sightseeing tour, visited the 
said fort in the 15th year of the reign of Shah ‘Alam (in 1188 A.H., 
1774 A.D.), and observed that in the wall of a building, which was 
situated inside the fort, an engraved stone was fixed bearing the date 
of the conquest of the fort and the appointment of Mughal Khan; 
probably it was fixed at the instance of the said Khan, Later in the 
18th year he returned to the Court, and his rank was increased to 
2,500 and 2,000 horse'. As about the same time Khan Dauran 
was appointed as the governor of the Deccan, che said Khan was 
granted kettle drums, and attached to the forces under him". In the 

1 Bddshahndma, I., p. 191. The name on this page is Mughul Khan 
instead of Mughal Khan. 

2 Badshahnama v 1 , pt. 2, pp. 136, 138. 

3 Udgir in Bidar district, Haidarabad, vide Imperial Gazetteer, XXIV, 
p. no. For Balaghat or the upland country of Berar see Imperial Gazetteer , VI, 
p. 22. The appointment of Mughal Khan as governor of Udgir is mentioned 
in Badshahnama, 1 , pt. 2, p. 221. 

4-5 Badshahnama, II, pp. 417, 423, 641. 
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25th year on being appointed as the governor of Tliatha 1 lie sec off 
for that area via Gujarat. He was full of valour and pleasant dis¬ 
position. He always tried to gain the confidence of the people who 
were in trouble, and to comfort them; he thus gained a good repu¬ 
tation. 

As Mughal Khan, owing to laziness and carelessness, did not 
come to Qandahar for service under the exalted Prince Muhammad 
Data Shikoh, he was for this lapse of duty deprived of his rank of 
3,000 foot and 2,000 horse, and his fief. He passed some time 
111 these wretched circumstances, and later in the 30th year, at the 
request of Dara Shikoh, was granted an annual allowance of Rs. 
1,500. No record of his death has been found. They say that he 
was fond of hunting, and as lie loved to hear vocal and instrumental 
music, he had collected a large number of musicians and singers. 

MUGHAL KHAN ‘ARAB SHAIKH“ 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 623-625) 

He was the son of Tahir Khan' 1 of Balkli. He was presented to 
AurangzTb in his father’s lifetime, and attracting Ins attention was in 
die 9th year was granted the title of Mughal Khan. Later he was 
appointed Reviser of Petitions. In the 13th year Ins rank was in¬ 
creased to 2,000, and lie was appointed Superintendent of the Mace- 
bearers in succession to Multafat Khan. In the same year he was 
appointed Mir Tnzuk (Master of Ceremonies) and received a golden 
staff. In the 15th year he was made Chief falconer ( Qiishbegi ) and 
in the 19th year he was for some reason deprived of Ins rank and 
fief. Afterwards he was reappointed to a lower rank, and in the 

1 Bacisbahn'ama, II, pp. 417, 4 2 3 3 . ^> 4 r. 

1 The biography is mainly based on references to Mughal Khan lr 
Mddibir-i- Alamgtn where further details about his appointments and his 
expedition ate given. 

3 Maatbir-ui-Umara, II, pp, 751-754. 
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21st year he was made Master of Horse in succession to Ruh Ullah 
Khan, and later was deputed to the Deccan. When the King mat¬ 
ched from Udaipur to Ajmer he was exalted with the grant of the 
Kbit at of the 1 st Mir Tuzuk, He was later deputed to put down 
the turbulent elements of Sambhar and Dandwana. When in the 
26th year Durjan Singh Hara besieged Bundi 1 and captured it, he 
set about putting down the rebels. When the Khan reached the 
borders of Bundi Durjan Singh sh ut himself up in the fort. The 
courageous Khan started to assault the fort and arrows and bullets 
rained for some nine hours. Whereupon Durjan Singh made the 
night a cover for his wickedness and fled, Anrudh Singh, the 
grandson of Rao Bhao Singh Hara 2 , who had also obtained leave 
from the King, was, by the King’s orders, admitted into the fort. 
Mughal Khan returned and after kissing the threshold was exalted 
with the .grant of a robe of honour. In the beginning of the 28th 
year, he, on the death of Khan Zaman, 3 4 was appointed the governor 
of Malwa. He was presented the elephant by the name of Dhul- 
faqar, and his rank was increased to 3,500 with 3,000 horse. In 
the end of the same year, 1096 A.H.(i 685 A.D.) he died. His son 
was granted his father’s title and did good service. After Aurangzlb’s 
death he was long without employment in the capital, and died some 
years before this account was written. He was not without self- 
respect and nobility of character. The sister of Saiyida Begam the 
wife of Asaf Jah Fath Jang' 1 was married to him. When the Nawab 

1 Bundi State in Rajputana, sec Imperial Gazetteer, IX, pp. 77-87. 

2. Maatbir-ttl-Umara, Text II, pp. 305-307, Beveridge’s translation I, 
pp. 405-407. 

3 For Khan Zaman see Maathir-uLUmnra, I, pp. 785-792. Fie died in the 
27th year (1095 A.H.) of Aiuangzib’s reign, and Mughal Khan was appointed 
in his place in the 28th year, Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 246. 

4 Maathir-ui-Vmara, III, pp. 875-910. According to diis account he arrived 
in Delhi in 1134 A.H., and was appointed Vaztr on the 5th Jumada I (p. 877). 
See Irvine, Later Mttghals (Sir Jadunath Sarkar edn.), II, p. 106, where the date 
of his leaving Aurangabad is given as dhul Hijjah, 1133 (October, 1721) and 
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returned from the Deccan to the Court and became a distinguished 
Amir, Mughal Khan did not visit him at all, in fact he had no inter¬ 
course whatsoever with him. 


MUHAMMAD ‘ALT KHAN KH AN-I-SAMAN 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 625-627) 

He was the son of Taqarrab Khan Hakim Da’ud 2 . He was born 
in Persia. His father, who was an exceptionally clever physician, 
long served Shah Jahan, and received royal favours as a reward for 
his skill and was raised to the dignity of an Amir. Muhammad 
‘All also was granted the rank of 1,000. After AurangzTb’s 
accession when the victorious army returned to the Capital from 
the Panjab, Muhammad ‘Alt was granted the title of Khan. As 
Taqarrab Khan had for treatment been kept in attendance on the 
King(Shah Jahan), who had been deprived of the sovereignty, 
Aurangzlb for some reason became displeased' 1 with him, and censured 
him. The son also, in view of his following his father, was deprived 
of his rank and fell out of royal favour. When in the 5th year the 
father died a natural death, the son was awarded a robe of honour as 
an instance of his restoration to royal favour, and granted the rank of 
1,500 with 200 horse. In the 17th year on the death of Hakim 


appointment as the Chief Minister 20th February, 1722, but 5th Jumada I was 
21st February. 

r He was the Khan-i-Saman of Aurangzib from ? 1678—May 1687. See 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, III, p. 71. 

2 Madthir-ul Umara , I, pp. 490-49:$ and Yazdani’s edition of ’Amal-i- 
Siilih, III, pp, 395, 396. 

3 See Maatbir-ul-Umara, I, p. 493. In Maathir-i- Alamgiri, p. 42, it is 
stated that Muhammad 'All Khan, the son of Hakim Daud, who had been 
deprived owing to the Emperor being annoyed with his father, was restored to 
favour, and was granted a mourning Khil'at and the rank of 1,500 with 
horse. 


200 
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Salih Khan he was appointed Superintendent oE the Furriery 1 (Kar 
Karaqkhanii), and his rank was increased to 2,000 with 1,000 horse. 
Later he was made Superintendent oE the China-ware department 
{Chirii Khana). 

As he had been Eound trustworthy, careEul, capable and skilful, 
he was, before the march to Ajmer appointed to the high office of 
Kban-i-Saman in succession to Ruh Ullah Khan. His good qualities, 
such as his integrity, truthfulness, righteous counsels and piety, gained 
him a place in the King’s heart, and he became the most trusted of 
his compeers, and he became an object of envy even to the Amirs. 
At the time of the siege of Ghlconda, before it fell, he died 2 on 18th 
Rajab 1098 A.H. (20th May, 1687 A.D.). He was distinguished 
for his skill in physiognomy, wisdom, magnanimity 3 and high-minded¬ 
ness. He was scrupulously honest, and exercised great care in 
looking after the royal property. He was very affable, and whoever 
approached him was gratified. He was also very pious and very 
abstinent. He spent his days in prayer and fasting. He was always 
reciting chapters of the Qur’an. Ni'mat Khan, the satirise {Hap) 
jestingly designated him as a dry ascetic and a hypocritical devout. 
Presumably when Muhammad ‘All held the superintendencies in 
connection with the post of the Khan-i-Samari , he kept Ni‘mat Khan 
at a distance, and that is why the latter has relieved his mind about 
him. Muhammad ‘All used to wear a large turban like those of the 
Qadls , and Ni'mat Khan referring to it says: 

Verse 

You may have plenty of grandeur in your head, 

We, however, see nothing but a turban. 


x These appointments are mentioned in Maathir-P’Alamgirt. pp. 131, 165, 

2 Op. cit., p, 297. 

3 Btizurgi in the Text, which may also mean saintliness. 
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MUHAMMAD ‘ALT KH AN MUHAMMAD ‘ALI BEG 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 488-489) 

He was die son-in-law of Qullj Khan, and one of the officers of 
the Dakhili 1 troops of Prince Dara Shikoh. As the Sarkar of Hisar 2 
(Hissar) had always been the appanage of the heir-apparent—as for 
instance in Babur’s time ic was held by Humayiin, in Humayun’s 
time by Akbar, and similarly it formed the Tankhwdh (the allowance 
or assignment) for Jahangir and Shah Jahan—it was in Shah Jahan’s 
reign assigned to the eldest Prince (Dara Shikoh) and Muhammad 
‘All was appointed its Fattjddr. As che solution of every problem is 
intimately connected with its appointed time, and the agents of 
Providence are able to achieve their ends by very simple means, it so 
happened that the dress of the Begam Sahiba 3 caught fire, and she 
received severe burns on her limbs. Although she was medically 
treated and got better, but the pain occasionally returned. Muhammad 
‘All 4 reported to the Court, that there was a poor faqlr by the name 
of Hamlin in his Sarkar , and a balsam (or an ointment) prepared by 
him was said to be very efficacious for such injuries. He was ordered 
to produce him, and the balsam proved most effectual. The King 
gave the faqlr a sum of money equal to his own weight, a robe of 
honour, a horse and an elephant and an Altamgba (perpetual) grant 
of a village near his home. Muhammad ‘All who had been the agent 

1 Diikhili troops, according to Blochmann Ain, I (2nd edn.), p. 241, are 
soldiers “who accept the imperial brand.” 

2 Hissar District in the Panjab, Imperial Gazetteer, XIII, pp, 144-155. 
The Sarkar of Hissar Fituzah was much more extensive and included 27 Mahals, 
see Jarrett’s translation of A’in, II, pp. 293-295. 

3 Jahanira, the favourite daughter of Shah Jahan. She was burnt on 27th 
Muharram, 1054 A.H., 6th April, 1644, vide Yazdani’s edition cf ' Amal-i-Salih, 
II, p. 400. Details of the burns and treatment are given on pp. 400-403, and 
it is stated thac the burns were healed not by the treatment of the Hakims and 
doctors, but by an ointment prepared by ‘Aril, one of the royal slaves. See also 
Badshahnama, II, pt. 2, pp. 363-369, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of 
Aurangzib, I, pp. 63-66. 

4 Badshahnama, 11 , pt. 2, pp. 408, 409. 
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for this important happening, became an object of favour, 3 nd in the 
18th year received the title of Khan. In the 26th year when the 
Mulcan S fiba was assigned to the said Prince (Dara Shikoh) in lieu of 
the S uba of Gujarat, Muhammad ‘Ali Khan received a Kbil'at and was 
appointed to guard Multan. When Thatha (Sind) was also added to 
Prince Dara Shikoh’s provinces, he was ordered to take charge of it. 
In che 30th year corresponding to 1066 A.H. (1656 A.D.) he died. 

(PTIMAD-UD-DAULA) MUHAMMAD AMTN KHAN 
CHIN BAHADUR 
(Vol. I, pp. 346-350) 

He was the son of Mir Baha’-ud-Din son of ‘Alam Shaikh of 
whom an account has been given in the biography of Qullj Khan 1 
‘Abid Khan. Mir Baha’-ud-Din lived for a long time in his ances¬ 
tral home. When Anusha Khan 2 the ruler of Organj had a quarrel 
with his father ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Mian 2 , the ruler of Bokhara, the Mir was 
put to death on suspicion of his being in league with the son (Anusha 
Khan). On this the Khan (Muhammad Amin) left his home and 
proceeded to India. In the 31st year of the reign of Aurangzlb he 
took off the sandals of exile in the Deccan (where Aurangzlb was), 
and entered the Emperor’s service. He obtained the rank of 2,000 
with 1,000 horse, and the title of Khan. He served along with Khan 

1 Maathir-ul-Umara, III, pp. 320-123. 

2 Anusha is a form of the name Enoch. 

3 Anusha’s father was ‘Abul Cjhazi the historian, and not ‘Abdul ‘Aziz. 
Organj is in Khiva. Apparently Muhammad Amin’s father must have been 
killed some considerable time before 1098 A.H. for ‘Abdul ‘Aziz the ruler of 
Bokhara and who was the son of Nadhr Muhammad seems to have retired 
to Mecca in 1091 A.H. (1680 A.D.), see Vambcry’s Bokhara , p. 327. 

The statement that Anusha quarrelled with his own father is apparently the 
result of a copyist’s error. The passage is taken from Maathir-i-‘Alamgtrt 
p. 303, where it is stated that Anusha quarrelled with his father-in-law ‘Abdul 
‘Aziz ~ba pidr-i-zan-i-khttd, not, ba pidr kbud. I’timad-ud-Daula Muhammad 
Amin’s father Baha’-ud-Din was killed, apparently, by ‘Abdul ‘Aziz on suspicion 
of his being in league with Anusha. 
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Flruz Jang who had been appointed to capture the forts and chastise 
the enemy (Marhattas). In the 42nd year when QadI ‘Abdullah the 
Sadr died, he was summoned to the Presence, and received the robe of 
the supreme Sadrship (Saddrat-i-Kutl) and a presenc of three enamelled 
rings studded with emeralds. When the imperial army marched to 
capture the fort of Khelna, which after its capture received the name 
of Sakbkhar-un-na 1 2 3 4 (“He hath subjected (these) unto us”), the Khan 
received an increase of 200 horse and was appointed to hasten by the 
pass of AmbiighaC to the Tal-i-KokarT (Concan) and to prevent ingress 
and egress from the forts on that side. He rapidly went there and by 
his energy took possession of the ridge which had been in the hands 
of the besieged. As a reward for this he received the title of Bahadur. 
In the 48th year his commission was of 3,500 with 1,200 horse, and 
in the 49th year he did good service in the siege of Wagingera 1 and 
in pursuing its Zamtndar who had taken to flight, and received a com¬ 
mission of 4,000 with 1,200 horse. Afterwards he was sent to chas¬ 
tise the rebels, and when he returned safe and rich, he, in the 51st 
year, received an increase of 300 horse and the title of Chin Bahadur. 

1 Text Task bar-al-na IjJ but the passage is copied from Ma- 

athir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 457 where it is Sakhkhar-an-na, and it appears that 
Aurangzib chose this name because he had taken an omen from the Quran. 
The news of the capture reached Aurangzib when the chapter of the Qur'an in 
which the word occurs was being read, for he was probably too good a Muslim 
to take omens, see Khafi Klian, II, p. 501. The passage in the Qur’an is in 
Suta 43, verse 12 which is translated by Sale “Praise be unto him who hath 
subjected these unto our service.” The fort was afterwards called Vishalgarh, 
and is in the Sahyadri Range in the Concan and S. Satara, see Imperial 
Gazetteer. XV, p. 381. 

2 In die Ghats just below Lat. 17, see Elliot, VII, p. 371 and Khafi Khan, 
II, p. 492, 

3 There is the variant Nal, but Ta!, a hill, is probably right, for a ridge is 
mentioned later. 

4 Wakinkera in Text, is Wagingera, the Capital of the Berads. The siege 

began on 19th February, 1705, and the fort was evacuated on 8th May, 1705, see 
Cambridge History of India, IV, pp, 298, 299. 1 
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He had been appointed to accompany Sultan Kam Bakhsh and when 
a few days afterwards news came of the death of Aurangzlb he without 
giving notice to anyone, went off to A‘zam Shah. But as he did not 
like his position there, he separated from the Prince when he was going 
to Upper India and came to Aurangabad. Later when Bahadur Shah was 
victorious and proceeded towards the south to fight with his brother 
Kam Bakhsh, Chin Bahadur, who had joined him, was made after the 
return to Upper India Faujdar of Muradabad. In the 4th year of the 
reign of that Sovereign he in the affair of the Sikhs 1 bound the skirt 
of zeal round the waist of devotion. When the sovereignty came to 
Muhammad Farrukh Siyar he, through the instrumentality of the 
Qutb-ul-Mulk and Husain ‘All Khan, entered into service and obtain¬ 
ed commission of 6,000 with 6,000 horse and the title of I‘timad-ud- 
Daula Nasrat Jang, and was appointed 2nd Bakhsht. In the 5th year 
of the reign of that Prince he was sent off to make a settlement 
of the province of Malwa. As at that time Husain ‘All Khan 
left the Deccan for the Court, he sent messages containing both 
promises and threats to the Khan, who was then near Ujjain and 
engaged in collecting troops. He without waiting for orders proceed¬ 
ed towards the Capital and was censured on this account, and 
dismissed from his appointments. When Husain ‘All Khan had 
arrived at the Capital and had imprisoned Farrukh Siyar, the Khan 
went with the troops and joined the Saiyids. In the time of the 
sovereignty of Sultan RafI‘-ud-Darajat he was restored to his rank and 
to his post of the 2nd Bakhsht. After some time there was a quar¬ 
rel between him and Husain ‘All Khan when the latter was killed in 
the beginning of Muhammad Shah’s reign in the manner described 
in his biography, and when his sister’s son Ghairat Khan was also 
killed, the Khan was raised to the rank of 8,000 foot with 8,000 horse 
consisting of two-horse and three-horse troopers. He received a present 
of one kror and fifty lacs of dams, and was appointed Vazir with the 

1 Text ^ yf or should be ^ ^ The affair referred to was the attack 
on the Sikhs, see Khafi Khan, If, p. 669 and Elliot, VII, p. 423. 
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title of Vazlr-ul-Mamdlik. In the same year four months after his 
appoinment, he died in 1133 1 A.H. (1721 A.D.). He was an Amir , 
possessed of courage and talent. He helped his companions, especially 
those who were Mughals. During the short time of his V azirsbip, 
whoever of the King’s servants complained to him of being without a 
fief received one from him out of the fiefs 2 3 in reserve. He appointed 
his own usher ( Chobdar ) as collector of its revenue, and had sanad for 
the fief made out, and delivered it with his own hand. His son was 
l‘cimad-du-Daula Qatnar-ud-Dln. A separate biography 1 has been 
given of him. 

(MIR) MUHAMMAD AMIN MIR 
juml’a SHAHR 1 STANI 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 413-418) 

He was one of the noble Saiyids of Isfahan (District), wl'io 
were known as the Saiyids of Shahristan. His elder brother 
Mir Jalal-ud-Dln Husain had the pen-name of Salii’T. He was very 
learned, and a great favourite of Shah ‘Abbas I. He was appointed 
the Sadr which was one of the chief appointments in the Iranian 
administration. When he died, his nephew Mlrza Radi son of Mlrza 
Taqi succeeded him in this office, and by his ability and good fortune 

1 On 10 Rabi‘ II, 1133 A.H., 9th February 1721, after a short illness, see 
FCh.tfi Khan, 11 , p. 939. 

2 Text has jagir pan bat 1 and there is the variant panpat} . But the true 
reading is jagir paibaqi or estates in reserve for which see Wilson’s Glossary 
according to which, p. 388, paibaqi in Muhammadan finance is the designation 
of such lands as were set apart for Jagir grants, if required, and also the revenue 
from lands so reserved and not yet alienated. 

3 Maathir-nl-Umara, I, pp. 358-362. Both biographies are by ‘Abdul Hayy, 
There is a notice of Muhammad Amin in Irvine’s Later Mughals (Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar cdn.), I, pp. 263, 264. Muhammad Amin seems to have been the man 
who instigated the assassination of Husain ‘All of Barah. He is mentioned 
several times in the first volume of Siyar-ul-M«f/ a khkh ann\ its author 
abhorred him as being a Sunni and a Mughal. 
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became connected with the Shah by marriage. On account of his 
talents he had charge of the properties assigned by the King to the 
Imams, and in addition to holding the office of the Sadarat, he was the 
Keeper of the Royal Seal. He died in 1026 A.H. (1617 A.D.). The 
Sadarat of Iran was conferred on his son Sadr-ud-Dln Muhammad, 
who was the Shah’s daughter’s son and an infant, while Mirza Rafl\ 
the cousin of the deceased, was appointed his deputy; later he was 
confirmed in this office. 

Mir Muhammad came in 1013 A.H. (1604-05 A.D.) from Iran 
to the Deccan, and entered the service of Muhammad Qull Qutb Shah 1 , 
the ruler of Telang (Haidarabad and Golconda) through the inter¬ 
mediation of Mir Mu’min of Astarabad. Mir Mu’min was the 
sister’s son of Mir Faldir-ud-Dln SamakI, and had a high reputation 
for devotion and piety, and in Iran was the tutor of Sultan Haidar 
Mirza son of Shah Tahmasp Safavl. After the Shah died and Mirza 
Haidar was killed, and Shah IsmtVll II succeeded to the throne, Mir 
Mu’min could not remain (in Iran), and migrated to the Deccan. As 
he belonged to the same religious sect as the rulers of that area, he 
became a servant of Muhammad Qull Qutb Shah, and was appointed 
as the Peshwd and Vakil, and for a long time he was the factotum of 
the Qutbshahl government. Mir Muhammad Amin by his good 
fortune gamed such influence with Muhammad Qull, who on 
account of his continuously drinking wine all day long could not 
attend to state affairs, chat he was granted the title of Mir Jumla, 
and was left in charge of all business. As Muhammad Qull 
had no son, the sovereignty after his death devolved on lus brother s 
son Muhammad Qutb Shah 2 . He, out of his sense of justice 
and prudence, himself attended to the affairs of the State, 
and the Mir did not succeed very well with him. Sultan Muhammad 

1 He was the 5th ruler of Golconda from 1580-1612; see Cambridge 
History of India, III, p. 706. 

a He was also the son-in-law of Muhammad Qull Qutb Shah. His period 
of rule was from 1612-1626, op. cit„ p. 706. 
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honourably dismissed him and did not lay hands on his property and 
goods. The Mir went from Golconda to Bljapur, but could not get 
on with ‘Add Shah. Consequently he returned by sea to his native 
land, and entered the service of Shah ‘Abbas. On account of Mir 
RafT* 1 * 3 Sadr, who was his nephew, he was treated with much favour. 
Several times he presented fitting peshkasbes co the Shah, and spent 
four years with honour and respect. The Mir wanted to enter the 
service of a King who would confer great offices on him, while the 
Shah repaid him by verbal favours only for his presents, which he had 
collected during this period. When the Mir realized the true state of 
affairs, he applied for a post under Jahangir. Several people through a 
lack of understanding represented him to Jahangir not accurately as 
they should have done, but extolled his merits a hundredfold. The 
King wrote a farmdn with his own hand and sent for him. He fled 
from Isfahan, and entered Jahangir’s service in 1027 A.H. (1618 
A.D.). He received the rank of 2,500 with 200 horse, and the 
appointment of the Reviser of Petitions. In the 15th year he was 
appointed Mlr-i-Sdmdn in succession to Iradat Khan. 

When Shah Jahan succeeded to the throne, he* by virtue of his 
long service retained the office of Mir-i-Sdmdn for a time. In the 
8th year he was appointed to the high office of Mir BakhshV in 
succession to Islam Khan; and by an increase of 1,500 his rank 
became 5,000 with 2,000 horse. On the 10th Rabl‘ II, 1047 
(22nd August, 1637 A.D.), in the loth year he died of paralysis and 


1 He is called “Mir Riza” in Tilzuk-i-lahangirl (Rogers & Beveridge’s 
translation), 11 , pp. 3, 4 and notes on p. 3. The biography appears to be adapted 
from the account in the Tuzttk. The grant of the rank of 1,500 with 200 
horse is recorded on p, 15, appointment as 'Ard-i-Mukarrir on p, 37, promotior 
to rank of 2,000 with 300 horse on p. 154, and increase of rank by 200 horse 
on p. 175, and final promotion to the rank of 3,000 with 200 horse on p. 276. 

a Badshahnama, I, p. 181, and ‘Amal-i-Salih (Yazdani edn.) I, p. 280, 
where the grants of robes of honour, rank etc. are mentioned. 

3 ’Amal-i-S tiih , II, p. 98. His death is mentioned on p. 251. 
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hemiplegia. Though the Mir was of a high birth and a Saiyid, he 
was without good manners. rle was hot-tempered and rude, and was 
very bigoted in his Imamiya religion. One day in the presence of 
Shah Jahan, the question of religion came, and the Mir spoke forcibly. 
The King said “The Mir is a true Isfahan!—for the men of that city 
are noted for their roughness and vehemence”. It is said that in the 
4th year when Shah Jahan was residing at Burhanpur, there was such 
a scarcity of corn on account of insufficient rain that men offered their 
lives for bread (Jane ba ndne medadand ), but no one bought them. 
They were willing to sell a sharif (a nobleman) for a ragblf (a loaf of 
bread), but there were no customers. In accordance with the King’s 
orders, the imperial secretaries and the leading men set up in every 
city kitchens for cooking broth (dshpttzkhana), which were commonly 
known as langars. On this occasion Mir Jumla gained a name for 
liberality. He kept open night and day eating houses in Burhanpur, 
and also distributed money and clothes. But even at chat time the 
Iranians said “The Mir’s kindness is not innate; scoldings and abuse 
are the genuine products of his soul.” Still what he did was praise¬ 
worthy, and should obtain recompense. 

Isfahan is one of the chief towns of Iran. 

Verse 

Isfahan has been designated as half the world. 

They only described half the virtues of Isfahan. 

According to accredited accounts 1 Isfahan should be included in 
the Fourth Clime, although some owing to its longitude and latitude 
include it in the Third. It is one of the old cities of ‘Iraq. In olden 
times it was called Judea, as the descendants of Isra’il, in the course of 
their forced wanderings, finding the earth of this place similar to that 
of the Holy Land, founded a city here, and named it Judea. Some 


i The rest of the note is devoted to a rambling description of Isfahan and 
its people. 
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connect its foundation with Isfahan son of Sam, while others regard 
it as one of Alexander the Great’s establishments. Ibn Duraia states 
that Isfahan is a compound word, Isf meaning a city, and Han meaning 
horsemen. According to Farhang'i-Rash'idt hpab and Ispa are army 
and dogs, and so also Sipab and Sipa, and from this is derived 
Ispahan, as the city in question was always the headquarters of the 
army of Iran. It also had large numbers of dogs, as was recorded by 
‘All son of Hamzah the author of the History of Isfahan. And alif 
and niin are connecting letters. Here ends the account of Kaldm-i - 
Rashtdl. Isfahan is the Arabic form of Ispahan. It is stated that 
there were originally four villages, Kiran, Koshak, Juyara and Dasht. 
When Kaiqubad made it his Capital, it grew into a large city, and 
the four villages were designated as its streets. Zinda Rud also known 
as Zayinda Rud—and from which, it is said, that i ,000 canals 
originate—flows below the city. Shah ‘Abbas II during his reign 
made it his Capital; he built such grand buildings and laid out such 
pleasing gardens in the layout of the city, that nothing better could 
have been thought of. It was the Capital up to the end of the Safavl 
dynasty. During the disturbances of the Afghans the city suffered 
materially. It has a salubrious climate. The people are very hand¬ 
some and good mannered. It was the home of many leading men in 
all branches of worldly and religious affairs. Earlier on the people 
were of the Sbdf’iy sect, but now they are all Shl'as. Most of them are 
rough, bold and impetuous. It is stated that Ispahanls are not without 
avarice and covetousness. It has been recorded of Sahib son of ‘Ibad, 
that he used to say “Whenever I reach Ispahan, covetousness comes 
on to me. In reference to this city it has been widely circulated: 


Verse 

It has all good qualities, but 
Ispahan! does not exist there any more”. 
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(QUTB-UD-DAULA) MUHAMMAD ANWAR KHAN 

BAHADUR 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 141-143) 

He was descended from Shah ‘Isa Jandalla 1 , who-was a pupil of 
Shah Lashkar Muhammad ‘Arif, and who was buried in the city of 
Burhanpur. Shah Lashkar was a disciple of Shah Muhammad 
Ghauth 2 3 4 of Gwahyar, and was buried outside the city (of Burhanpur). 
Qutb-ud-Daula was a favourite of Slifth Nur Ullah darvtsb, who was 
greatly trusted by Qutb-ul-Mulk and Husain ‘All Khan (the Barah 
Saiyids). On Shah Nur Ullah’s recommendation the Saiyids befriend¬ 
ed him, and he was taken in the imperial service in the reign of Far- 
rukh-siyar. During the time when ‘Alam ‘All Khan 1 was the Deputy- 
governor of Aurangabad, he was appointed Bakhsbi of the Deccan 
and Deputy-governor of Burhanpur. His cousin Muhammad Anwar 
Ullah Khan, who was the Divan of the province, had charge of the 
defence of the city under him. 

When the news came of Nizam-ul-Mulk Fath Jang having crossed 
the Narbada, ‘Alam ‘All Khan sent him and Sankra Malhiir 1 , a Brah¬ 
man, to look after Burhanpur. When the Nizam-ul-Mulk arrived 
near the city, Qutb-ud-Daulah waited upon him and afterwards 
remained with him. In the time of Niisir Jang Martyr, he was Bakb- 
sbl of the Deccan. I11 Salabat Jaug’s time he had the title of Qutb- 
ud-Daula. He died in Burhanpur in 1171 A.H. (1758 A.D.). He 
was a worthy man, and made his devotions every day; he was, how- 

1 It is not dear whether ibis was part of liis name or means that lie was 

of Jandiala, of which name there .lie two villages in the Panjab. 

2 One of die muse highly respited sums ol India. lor his life see 

Beale’s Orient,;} Biographical Dictionary (1881 edn.), p. 187. 

3 "file nephew of the Saiyul brothers of Bat.ill. He was killed in die battle 
of Baliipiir on 10th August, 1720. 

4 His name is Shankar M.ilhar. Hi was a Dishastli Brahman who was 
sent by Husain 'Ali {shun as .111 ambassador to Shahu’s court at Sat.ira. He 
war killed at Balapur; see Kincaid and Paiasuis, History of the Mar at ha People, 
pp. 212, 217. 
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ever, a time-server in the extreme. He left no children. His mater¬ 
nal cousin Anwar Ullah Khan was for a long time the Divan of Naw- 
ab Asaf Jfth 1 . He was not devoid of rectitude, and was celebrated 
for bis religiousness. Descendants of his brothers arc still flourishing. 

(QADT) MUHAMMAD ASLAM 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 89-92) 

He was a descendant of Maulana Kluvaja Kohl. He was born in 
Herat and lived in the city of Kabul. In the early years of Jahangir’s 
reign he came to Lahore and studied under Shaikh Bahlul, who was 
one of the famous 'Ulema of the place. After acquiring a knowledge 
of the usual subjects he went to Agra, and entered the service of Jahan¬ 
gir. On account of his connection with Maulana Mir Kalan 2 Muha- 
ddith, he received royal favours and was appointed Qadl of Kabul. 
The above mentioned Maulana was Maulana Kbwaja Kohl’s daughter’s 
son. He studied tradition under Saiyid Mirak Shall son of Mir 
Jamal-ud-Dln Muhaddith. When he came to India, Akbar developed 
ties of faith and friendship with him and appointed him as the tutot 
of Jahangir. Many people learnt the traditionary lore from him. He 
died in Agra. 

When Qadl Muhammad Aslam had served for a long time and 
had acquired a reputation for piety and asceticism, he was summoned 
to the Court by Jahangir, who appointed him as the Qadl of the 
Camp. Shah Jahan, afeer his accession, confirmed him in this post, 

1 The first Nizam of Haidarabad. Dcccan, and one of the most outstanding 
personalities of the later Mughal period; see AI adthir-nl-Umara, 111 , pp. 875-910, 
Irvine’s l^atcr Mughals (Sir Jadunath Sarkar cdn.) I, II, and Cambridge Hnlory 
of India, IV, pp. 377-386. 

2 According to Blochmann’s translation of A'bi, I, (2nd cdn.) p. fim, he 

was Jahangir’s first teacher. He died in 981 A.H., and was buried at Agra. He 
is mentioned in Akbarnam.i Text 111 , p. 76, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 106 
where the ccremonv of Prince Sarun’s going to school is described. j s 

an orthodox believer in the Traditions, and was apparently an appellation of the 
M uilana in view of his great knowledge. 
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and appointed him to a rank of i,ooo. In the 16th 1 2 3 * year a present of 
Rs. 6,500, which amount was equal to his weight, was given to him. 
He remained the Qddi for nearly thirty years. In the 24th year 1060 
A.H. S (1650 A.D.) when horses were, as usual, being paraded before 
the King, a horse-trainer brought one galloping (in the arena). When 
it came near the Qddi, he out of apprehension slipped, and was con¬ 
fined to bed for nearly four^npnths. When he was somewhat better, 
he was deputed to go to Mecca to take offerings to Arabia and to 
divide them among the holy places. But he had not the honour of 
doing so. He pleaded his lameness, and begged that he might be 
sent to Kabul. His request was granted, and he received a fief in 
Kabul which yielded more than Rs. 10,000 in addition to the Mansab, 
which was conferred on him. There he died in 1061 A.H. (1651 
A.D.). 

They say that he was very dogmatic and bigoted in his religious 
views. It is reported that at Kabul he put into fire the work of 
Kulaini 5 which is one of the four books on traditions of the Imamiya 
sect. His heir was Mir Muhammad Zahid. He was famous for his 
learning, specially of Qur’an, and in philosophy and became the 
leading scholar of his time. He wrote a valuable commentary on the 
Sbarabd-Mawdqif (pilgrimage solemnities?) and other works. His 
loftiness of thought and correct reflections would be apparent to the 
wise and pious from these works, and many of the people through his 
company and teaching attained a high degree of proficiency. In the 
28th year of Shah Jahan’s reign he was appointed WdqVa-navls of 
Kabul, and in the 8th year of Aurangzlb’s reign, on the death of 

1 Badshahtiama, It, pp. 321, 322; and ‘Amal-i-Salih Yazdiini cdn., II, 
P- 379 ' 

2 The year of this event is wrongly given in Maathir-ul-Umara, as accord¬ 
ing to'Amal-i-Sdlib, III, pp. 113, 1 14, it occurred in the 23rd year on 4th Rabi' 
II; it is, however, included in the account of the 24th year. 

3 The author’s name is Abfi Ja‘far Muhammad son of Ya'qub al-Kulaini, 

and the name of the work is al-Ka[i ft ‘Ilm-ad-D'm, sec M. Hidayat Husain, 

Cat. Arabic Mss. Unbar Library, Calcutta, II, p, (1923). 
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Qadir Khan, he was honoured by his appointment as the Censor 
(fbtisab) of the Royal Camp. Later he was promoted to the high office 
of the Sadr at Kabul, which was his home. A separate account has 
been given of his son 1 Muhammad Aslam, who rose to higher ranks 
than his grandfather and father, and became an Amir. 

MUHAMMAD ASLAM KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 666, 667) 

He was the son of Mir Ziihid of Herat, whose biography 2 3 4 5 has been 
separately written. In the time of Aurangzib, he, after reaching the 
age of discretion, received a suitable rank and was granted the title of 
Khan. He was for a long time the Divan of Kabul, and latter was 
appointed in addition the Divan of Shah ‘Alam. In the 48th year he 
was relieved of these duties, and appointed Divan of Lahore 1 in suc¬ 
cession to Saiyid Mtrak Khan. In the 50th' 1 year he was transferred 
from this appointment, but later served for a few years as the governor 
of Lahore' 1 . In the time of Bahadur Shah he died there. His sons, 
Muhammad Akbar and Muhammad A‘zam, as they were in the 
King’s service, relinquished their names out of respect to the Princes, 
and took up the names of Muhammad Akram and Muhammad 
Asghar. The first one was granted the title of Khan, and died in 
Upper India. The second received his father’s title, and after Nadir 

1 Maathir-itl-Umara, III, pp. 666, 667. 

2 Ibid., II, p. 370. His name there is Zahid Khan. 

3 Maathir-i-‘Alamgiri, p. 482. On this page his appointment as Divan 
of Lahore and the appointment of Mun'im Khan as the Divan of Kabul in his 
place arc mentioned. 

4 41 st year in the Text is certainly incorrect, as 4^th year is mentioned 
above. In the Maalhir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 5 >3. °n die other hand, it is stated that 
in the 5oth year, 1117 A.H. (1705-06 A.D.) he was relieved of his office, and 
Hafiz J£han appointed in his place. 

5 Khafi j£han, II, p. 660, in the course of a long discourse on Sikhs 
mentions an Islam £han as the Prince's Deputy and Deputy-governor of Lahore 
in 1120 A-H. (1708 A.D.); apparently he was the Islam Khan of this note. 
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Shah’s invasion went' to the Deccan with Nizam-til-Muik Asaf Jah. 
For a time he was the Divan of the provinces there, and later was 
exalted by being appointed as the Chief of the Artillery. In the time 
of Salabat Jang" he was promoted to the post of the Bakhsbi of the 
Dcccan. Afterwards he was granted the title of Hashmat Jang 
Bahadur and appointed in charge of Burhanpur. In the time of 
Nizam-ud-Daula Asaf Jah 1 , he was granted the additional title of 
piya-ud-Daula. He died a few years prior to this account was 
written. He had attained the rank of 6,000 with 6,000 horse. He 
left some heirs. 


MUHAMMAD BAD! 1 SULJAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 636, 637) 

He was the son of Khusrau 1 son of Nadhr Muhammad Khan. He 
came to India with his father in the 19th year of Shah Jahan’s reign. 
In the 20th year he paid his respects to the Emperor 5 and received a 
robe of honour, a jigba (an ornament for the turban), and a horse wich 
a gilded saddle. In the 27th year he was granted a yearly pension of 
Rs. 12,000''. Later he was exalted by the grant of the rank of 1,500, 
and this was increased by 500 in the 28th year 7 . In the 30th year 

1 Asaf Jah lcfr Delhi on 7th August, 1740, and reached Burhanpur on 191)1 
November, sec Cambridge History of India , IV, p. 383. 

a The fourth Nizam of Haidarabad (Hyderabad) who ruled from 1751-1762 

3 Apparently the fifth Nizam, Nazim ‘Ali who deposed Salabat Jang in 
1762, and was created the Viceroy of the Dcccan with the title of Nizam-nl- 
Mulk Asaf Jah 11 ; see Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 391. 

This biographical note is by ‘Abdul Hayy who apparently included events 
up to his own time. 

4 For the biography of Khusrau Sultan see Maiiibir-nl-UmarTi, I, pp. 767- 
772, Beveridge and Prushad’s translation, 1 , pp. 820-823. 

5 This is based on 'Antal i-Salib, see Yazdani's edition, 11 , p. 4 y 2 - 

6 See ‘Am.d-i-Sahh, III, pp. 180, 181, but he is described there as the 

7 ‘Amal-i-Sjlih, op. cit , p. 192. 
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his rank was 2,501) with 300 horse'. Later when Aurangzlb succeeded 
to the throne, he paid lus respects at Agra along with his father and 
uncle. In the battle with Shujfi' 2 and the second engagement with 
Darfi Sliikoh he attended the King’s stirrups. He was appointed to 
serve with Sarbuland Khan Alir Bakhsb't and ka'adandaz Khan Alir 
Atish. Later lie fell into disgrace, and was deprived of his mansab. 
In the 36th year he was again received" 1 into favour, and was granted 
the rank of 3,000 with 700 horse. His later career is not known. 

(SHAIKH) MUHAMMAD BOKHARI’ 

(Vol. II, pp. '541, 542) 

He was one of Amirs of the rank of 2,000, and one of the distin¬ 
guished Saiyids of India. He was the maternal uncle of Shaikh Farid 
Bokhari. He was well known for his wisdom and sincerity. Haying 
spent several years in the service of Akbar he had fully developed these 
high ideals. F.utu Afghan Khasa Khail, who, having taken possession 
of the fort of Cliuniir, had made it lus refuge ’, through the mediation 
of Shaikh Muhammad 11 left the fort and handed it over (to Akbar s 
forces) when an army was appointed for its conquest. 

In the 14th year of the reign he was appointed' by the Lmperor 
to take charge ol the tomb of Kliwaja Muhn-ud-Din—May his heart 
be sanctified !-—is the Khadims were continually quarrelling about the 

L See ‘ AmaliShltb , op. at., p. 448, where lus rank is wrongly given as 
2,500 with 600 hone, bang .1 mistake tor 

1 The two battles referred to were Kh.ijwa, 15th January i*> 59 , ‘"id 
Dcora’i. 22nd-24rh March 1659. see 5 ir Jadunaih Sarkar. History of Anrangzib, 

U, pp. 486-49*), and 5 ° 7 ' 3 ' 7 - 

3 Maithtr-i-'Alamgir) , p. 350. he is designated there as Mnliainniid B.uli 
Balakhi. 

4 Blodun.inn's translation of A'in , l (and eiln.J, pp. 4 i 1 ’ 43.6 

5 A kbamama Text If, p. 150, Beveridge's translation II, p. 231. 

6 Beveridge, up. cit ., p. 232, note r, has wrongly identified Shaikh 
Muhammad with Muhammad Chaus of Gwiiliyar. 

7 Akbar nama. Text II, p. 351, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 5 “- 
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emoluments and offerings (presented by the pilgrims) and the claims 
of their being the offsprings of the Khwaja had not been upheld. In 
the 17th year he was appointed an auxiliary to the force of Khan 
A'zarn 1 Koka who had been posted to the Siiba of Gujarat; and was 
later summoned back to the Presence. When the disturbance of 
Muhammad Husain Mirza, who in conjunction with Sher Khan FuladI, 
had created a disturbance, became fully known, Khan A'zarn recalled 
the said Khln, who was preparing at Dulqa to go over to the Emperor 
at Surat 8 , and placed him in the left wing of the army. When the 
force of the battle was at its height, several of the royal army became 
scattered. The Shaikh fought bravely 3 , and was severely wounded. 
During the assault he fell from his horse to the ground; and died 
of a spear wound received in the year 979 A.H (1571-72 A.D.). 
The ever appreciative Emperor had the debts, which were outstanding 
against this truly devoted servant, paid to the creditors from the royal 
treasury. 

(MIR SAIYID) MUHAMMAD CHISHTI OF QANAUJ 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 604-611) 

He was a learned man with an excellent nature, and one who 
had an experience of poverty. His ancestors had long resided in 
Qanauj 1 , which in old times was the capital of the powerful Hindu 
Rajas, and was a great city—they say that it had 3,000 shops of 
sellers of Pan (betel leaf). At present it is a dependancy of Agra 
and lies between it and the provinces of Allahabad and Oudh. In 

1 fyian A'zam Mlrza ‘Aziz Koka, for his life see Blochmann, op. cit., 

PP- 343 - 347 - 

2 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 24, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 32. 

3 Of. cit., Ill, p. 25, Beveridge’s translation, pp. 34,35, where the battle 
and death of Shaikh Muhammad are described. 

4 Kanauj in the Imperial Gazetteer, XIV, pp. 370-372, ancient town in 
Farrukhabad District, United Provinces. 
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the early days the Mir 1 lived in his native town, and spent his days 
in retirement, and in poverty and full reliance upon God and in 
contemplation of spiritual ideals. About the end of Shah Jahan’s 
reign, he at the urgent request of that appreciative Sovereign came 
to the Presence. Shah Jahan was a true patron of learned men, 
and he regarded the arrival of the venerable Saiyid, who was a 
paragon of esoteric and exoteric knowledge, as a rare boon, and 
fervently welcoming him admitted him to his intimate circle. Many 
days had not passed before the merciless and destructive Fortune 
threw the dice of retirement and loss of power of that great Sovereign, 
and by Aurangzlb’s orders people were prohibited from waiting upon 
him. But the Mir in question was constantly in attendance on 
him, and from the beginning of the 32nd year to his (Shah Jahan s) 
death 2 profitably discoursed to him on spiritual matters and Tradi¬ 
tions. Afterwards Aurangzib summoned him with all honour from 
Agra, and exalted him by admitting him to his intimate circle. For 
three days in the week he used to discuss with the venerable Saiyid 
the writings of the Hujjat-ul-Islam Imam Muhammad Ghazzall, 3 4 
especially the Traditions recorded in Ihiya'-nl-'Ulum and the Fatawa-i- 
‘ Alamgirsbiibi 1 which was compiled under the superintendence of 
that Monarch. That great man (the Saiyid) was always zealously 

1 Tliis part of the biography is based on the account in 'Amal-i-'Salib 
(Yazdani edn.) III. p. 379. 

2 For an account of the last years of Shah Jahan see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
History o$ Aurangzib, pp. 122 - 143 . In the account of his death in ‘Alamgir- 
tiama , pp. 931-933, the summoning of Saiyid Muhammad Qanauji and Qadi 
Qurban to perform the last rites is mentioned on pp. 932, 933, also in Maathir- 
t-'Alamglrt, p. 53. 

3 Hujjat-ul-Islam Imam Muhammd Ghazziili; lor his life see Beale, Oriental 
Biographical Dictionary (1881 edn.), p. 96, and (1889 edn.), p, i 44 . 

4 For the preparation of Fatawa-i-' Alamgiri see Maalhir-i-'Alamgirt, p, 53 °- 
It was prepared under the editorship of Shaikh Nizam and cost nearly two lacs 
of rupees. The preparation of this work was started during the first decade of 
the reign, as it is mentioned in ' Alamgirmma , pp. 1086, 1087. 

*7 
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engaged in giving religious instructions, and in trying to improve 
the religious views of the people. On the journey to Ajmer he 
did not accompany Aurangzlb. In the 24th year 1 * after the 
flight of Muhammad Akbar (the Prince) he came to the Presence 
from the Capital, and was accorded a royal welcome. After the 
Saiyid’s death Aurangzlb often referred to him as: the Teacher of 
A'ld Hadrat (Shah Jahiin) and myself who am forgetful of death. 

It is well known that the Saiyid was a disciple of Shaikh Muhibb 
Ullah 3 4 of Allahabad, who was well versed in esoteric and exoteric 
learning. Though he was inclined towards the Khwajgan-i-Janat J , 
but his teachings were similar in many respects to those of the great 
Shaikh Muhyy-ud-Dln ‘Arab! 1 . He wrote a commentary called the 
Akhds-i-Khawwds on the Fasus-al-Hukam . In his lifetime and up 
to the present day, perverse people create a commotion alleging 
that the book was heretical. The treatise cm fallacy by the Shaikh 
acquired great celebrity. They say that when it was brought to 
the notice of Aurangzlb, the Shaikh himself was dead at the time, 
but two disciples of his were well known in Delhi at the time. 
One Mir, who was a person generally respected and honoured, and 
the other Shaikh Muhammad!, who dressed as a darvtsh and lived 
a religious life. The King first asked the Mir about the difficult 
passages in the treatise, but the Mir denied that he was a disciple 
of the Shaikh. After that a message was sent to Shaikh Muhammad! 
to the effect that if he was a disciple of Shaikh Muhibb Ullah, he 
should reconcile the statements in that treatise with the sacred laws 

1 MaathjrA-'Alamgiri , p. 206. 

Z See Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1881 edti.), p. 1 94, (1894 
cdn.), p. 275, where he is staled as being “the author of a book on Ethics called 
‘lbadat-ul-Kbawas," this is apparently the same work as the Akhas-i-Khaww'as 
referred to later. 

3 The Chishtiya sect of the Sufis founded by f£hwaja Mu'in-ud-Din Chishti 
the well known saint of Ajmer, see Beale, op. cit. (1894 cdn.), p. 276. 

4 See Beale, op. cit. (1881 edit.), p. 112, (1894 cdn.), p. 167, where the 
book FasHs-al-Huktim is described; for this work also see Rieu, Cat., p. 831b. 



ul-Umara ] Muhammad Chishti of Qanauj 131 

of the SharVat, otherwise he should renounce his discipleship, and 
put the treatise into the fire. He replied thac he did not deny 

his discipleship, and that he also could not renounce the doctrines. 
He had not yet attained to the station ( Muqam ) from which 
the Shaikh had discoursed. As soon as he would attain that 
high station, he would, in accordance with the request, write an 

exposition of the difficulties. If His Majesty had decided to burn 

the book, there was more fire available in the King’s kitchen than 
in the houses of religious mendicants trusting in God. The King 
ordered it to be burnt. In short, the Mir showed no desire for 
office or for Amlrship, and did not leave the ranks of the learned 
(the owners of broad turbans), but in his own country became 

the owner of land and villages 1 . His two sons, Saiyid Amjad Khan 
and Saiyid ‘Abdul Karim Sharif Khan, who became famous as the sons 
of the King’s teacher, attained to Mansabs and jagir s, and suitable 
offices. The first in the 13th year was appointed the Censor of the 
Camp 2 on the death of QadI Muhammad Husain of Jaunpur, and for 
a long time performed the duties of that office with great dignity. 
His son also had the name of his father, and was exalted and respected 
as the Sadr of Delhi. Later he was made the Bakhshi and the Wdqi'a- 
navls of the same place. It is stated that he used to hold a review of 
the mansabdars for the Friday prayers (i.e. he saw that they attended 
the Friday prayers). In the reign of Bahadur Shah he was promoted to 
the office of the Sadr-i-Kull, and granted the title of Sadr-i-Jahdn, and 
a high rank. In the time of Jahandar Shah he was removed (from 
his office). He was really trustworthy. In the beginning of Muham¬ 
mad Farrukh-siyar’s reign he, at the instance of Qutb-ul-Mulk, was 
appointed Sadr-us-Stidiir, but was removed on account of the differences 
between the Mir and the Vaz'tr. Perhaps he was also for a time the 

1 In the 'Alamgirnama the grant of a present of Rs. 4 >°°o to him is 
mentioned on p. io6z. 

2 The appointment of Saiyid Amjad Khan as the Censor of the Camp 
«_a!£) ut. ‘ b mentioned in Maathir-i-‘Alamgin, p. c>8. 
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Divan of Ajmer and Faujilar of Sambhar. About the end of Farrukh- 
siyar’s reign he took on lease some of the crown-lands, and on the 
settlement of the accounts suffered a heavy loss. The second son 
Saiyid ‘Abdul Karim, who also had studied the prescribed courses at 
school, was appointed as the Amin for collecting the poll-tax ( 'Jizya ) 
in the city of Burhanpiir during the time when the Court was stationed 
there. He worked honestly, and vigorously, and used strong measures 
in the collection of the tax. In the past year only Rs. 26,000 had 
been collected from the whole city, but in three months he collected 
Rs. 1,20,000 from half the city and deposited it into the royal trea¬ 
sury. His salary was increased, his services were recognized and 
praised, and he was appointed Amin for the collection of the poll-tax 
in the four provinces of the Deccan. Later he was exalted by the 
receipt of the title of Saiyid Sharif Kh an. When during the seige of 
Haidarabad, owing to the heavy rain and consequent flooding of the river 
Manjara, the arrival of the provisions was stopped, and there was such 
scarcity that living did not refrain from eating the dead, and heaps of 
dead were to be seen everywhere, the post of krorl 1 of the market fell 
upon Saiyid ‘Abdul Karim whose probity and strictness had become 
well known; while Mltza Yar Beg, although such an appointment 
in the four provinces was likely to lead to an increase in honour, refu¬ 
sed to undertake the task in face of the great havoc that prevailed. 
As such an employment coufd result in nothing but disgust and a bad 
name, the people bitterly complained of his severity, but the royal 
secretaries, who had worked under him, were greatly pleased at his 
appointment. When the rains lessened, things became cheaper, and 
the Kh an received permission to proceed to the four provinces and 
collect the poll-tax according to the Sharl'at law. 

After his death, his sons, Imain-ud-Dln Khan and Mir ‘Abd-ur- 
Rahlm Sharif Khan who were real brothers, fell out with their half 
brothers Faslh-ud-Dln and others. After some time a signed note 
(by Aurangzib) was received by ‘Inayat Ullah Khan (saying) that they 

1 Maatbir-i-'Alamgtrl, p. 252. 
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had become accustomed to Mansabs and jaglrs, and had given up the 
ways of poverty and of the children of faqirs. “And their father 
was a righteous 1 man.” So their appointments should be confirmed. 
Among them Saiyid ‘Abd-ur-Rahlm was appointed Amin of the poll- 
tax for the province of Berar, and during the reign of Bahadur Shah 
received the title of his father. In Jahandar Shah’s time he was nomi¬ 
nated as the Deputy-governor of Agra, and in the reign of the present 
Sovereign (Muhammad Shah) he was appointed Fattjdar of Jaunpur as 
the Duputy of ‘Azlm Ullah Khan, and received the area on lease. He 
employed a large force, but could not manage it, and losing his ances¬ 
tral property left for the Deccan. Nawab Asaf Jah recognized his 
merits, and appointed him for a time the Deputy-governor of the 
Deccan, and later made him Superintendent of Aurangabad. When 
Nadir Shah the Great invaded India, he was summoned to the 
Presence for certain explanations together with the clerks of that great 
officer (Asaf Jah). The Khan presented himself before Nadir Shah— 
before whose majesty even the planet Mars trembled—and without 
fear answered all questions. On the return of Asaf Jah to the Deccan 
he was appointed the Bakhshi and granted the rank of 3,000 with 
2,000 horse, and received the gift of drums. In the end of Safr 1139 
A.H. (March, 1746 A.D.) he was nominated as the Deputy-governor 
of Berar. He was an accomplished military man, and one who had 
seen the world, but it is stated that he was not generous. Out of a 
hundred promises that he made not one was fulfilled. 

* 

Hemistich 

He is happy, whose hand is longer than his tongue. 

God be merciful ! AurangzTb, who was highly suspicious of his offi¬ 
cials, wrote to ‘Inayat Ullah Khan—ns appears in Kalmat-i-Taiyibdt 2 — 
“ ‘Abd-ur-Rahlm son of Sharif Khan who was a Saiyidzada, and a 

1 Sale’s translation of Qur’an, Sura 18, verse 81, chapter Cave. 

2. For details see Ethe, Cat. Persian Mss. India Office , I, Nos. 373 ' 
374 and Ivanow, Descr. Cat. Persian Mss. A.S.B. (1924), p- >67. 
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trustworthy student of theology, has sold pearls worth nearly Rs. 
io.ooo to a jeweller. Call for his explanation and take over the 
money. Do not give him any employment for he displays wheat 
and sells barley (is deceitful), and is only gilt ( zarandiid —gold- 
encrusted or unreal). In fact, the characteristics which he showed in 
his youth have now become more marked. The lines of his character 
have deepened with his years.” 

MUHAMMAD GHIYATH KHAN BAHADUR 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 769-771) 

His name was Ghiyath Beg. His father Chant Beg was a servant 
of Khan Firuz Jang. He placed the hand of reliance in the prosperous 
lap of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah, and attached himself to him. In 
the beginning he was the Superintendent of the Artillery, but later 
was attached to Muradabad and appointed the Deputy-faujddr. As 
he was prudent and sagacious, and brave and courageous, he obtained 
a position of trust and confidence and no important business was 
transacted without his advice. When the Nizam-ul-Mulk went 
from the Malwa to the Deccan, Ghiyath Mian played an important 
part in the battle 1 with Saiyid Dilawar ‘All Khan. He was already 
blind of one eye. His second eye also became useless as a 
result of a wound by an arrow in the last battle. Nizam-ul-Mulk 
recognised his worth and fidelity, and after the victory granted 
him the title of Bahadur, the rank of 5,000 with 5,000 horse 
and appointed him the Faujddr of Baglana in Khandesh Suba. 

1 According to a footnote by the editor the battle according to the 
Tarikh-i-Muzaffari took place opposite the town of Hasanpur in the Sarkar of 
Handiya, 14 kos from Burhanpur, but see, Irvine's Later Maghals (Sarkar 
edn.) II, pp, 28-34, where it is called the battle of “Pandhar between Burhan¬ 
pur and the Narmada” on 19th June, 1720. Ghiyath Khan was in command 
of the vanguard, and played a very important part. He and ‘Iwad F£han were 
the only two officers of Nizani-ul-Mulk’s army who were wounded in the 
battle. 



‘35 


nl-Umara\ Muhammad Hafiz 

Later he was exalted by the charge of the estates in the 
province of Aurangabad; he held this post for a long time. In 
1148 A.H. (1735 A.D.) he died. He was buried in the courtyard 
of the Madrasa in Mughalpura which he had founded. He was 
distinguished for his constancy in friendship and his liberality. His 
son Rahim Ullah received a suitable appointment and the fief of the 
pargana Seona 1 (SeonI) in the Berar, and for a time was the Faujdar 
of Baglana in Khandesh. He also acted for a time as the Collector of 
the Estates in Aurangabad. In the time of Salabat Jang Bahadur he 
had a high rank and was honoured with the title of Mandur-ud-Daula 
Muthawar Jang. He died a few years back. He had inherited his 
father’s courage. He left several sons. The best of them was Fad! 
Ullah Khan, who has at present his father’s title and his fief. 

(DIYA’-UD-DAULA) MUHAMMAD HAFIZ 
(Vol. II, pp. 748, 749) 

lie was the son of Khwaja Sa‘d-ud-Dln Khan, who at first was a 
servant of Sultan Jahan Shah 3 , and was Qurbegt 3 (Head of the 
Armoury) and Reviser of Petitions until the Prince was killed in the 
battle against lus brothers. Afterwards Diya’-ud-Daula became attached 
to Asaf Jah and was appointed his Kbdn-i-Sdmdn. He had an active 
share in the battle against Saiyid Dilawar ‘All Khan 4 , and after the 
battle with ‘Alam ‘Alt Khan s he received the rank of 3 ,000 with 
2,000 horse, and was granted the title of Bahadur and the gift of 
drums. When Muhammad Shah son of Jahan Shah became the 

1 Seoni in the Jubbulpore Division, Central Provinces, Imperial Gazetteer, 
XXII, pp. 164-175. 

2 Fourth sun of Shah ‘Alam Bahadur Shall. He was killed in the battle 
against Jahfuidar Shah on 27th March, 1712, at Handu Gujar (Mandii Gujran) 
near Mian Mir, Lahore; Irvine's Later Mughals (Sarkar edn.) I, pp. 179-183. 

3 See Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls, p. 205. 

4 Battle of Pandhar, 19th June, 1720, see Irvine, op. cit., II, pp. 28- 

34 - 

5 Battle oi Balapur, 9th August, 1720, Irvine, op. cit., pp. 47 - 5 °- 
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King, Diya’-ud-Djula took leave from Asaf Jah and hastened to the 
Capital (Delhi). He joined the service of the Emperor, and was first 
appointed Superintendent of the office of Revision of Petitions, and 
later in charge of Buytitdt. Finally he was raised, in addition, to the 
high post of Mir Atish. When he died his son received his title and 
office, and was also appointed Kbdn-i-Sdmdn. Gradully he rose to a 
high rank, and received the title of Diya’-ud-Daula. They say that 
he settled down in Delhi after the affairs of the Sovereignty became 
disorganised. He was dependant for his living on his Jagtr . He was 
with Najib-ud-Daula 1 2 in the battle with Jawahir Singh Jat. He 
died in 1179 A.H. (1765-66 A.D.). 

(MIRZA) MUHAMMAD HASHIM 3 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 677-682) 

By two intermediaries he was a grandson of the famous Khalifa 
Sultan, and by three intermediaries the daughter’s son of Shah ‘Abbas 
I. In the 4th year of Bahadur Shah’s reign he opened the load of 
his poverty at the port of Surat (i.e. arrived there from Iran). Baha¬ 
dur Shah was an ocean of kindness. When he heard of his arrival, 
he because of his perspicacity and bounteous nature assigned him an 
allowance of Rs. 3,000 and appointed an attache (Mehmanddrf to 
honour him. He also ordered Flruz Jang, the governor of Gujarat 
that after Muhammad Hashim’s arrival in Ahmadabad, he should 
look after him, and send him to the Court, and treat him in the same 

1 MadtEir-ui-Umara, III, pp. 865-868; sec also Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
Fell of the Moghul Empire , II, pp. 382-416. The battle referred to is 
apparently the attack on Delhi by Jawahir Singh in November, 1764, and 
which ended with his defeat on 4th February, 1765, on the hill close to the 
Sabzi-mandi, see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit,, pp, 459*466. 

2 The biography is based on the account in f£hlfl I£han’s Aluntakhab-ul- 
Lubb'ab, II; see pp. 663,665,677-680, 

3 An attache or secretary appears to be the correct equivalent of Aleh m- 
anddr, though later on host appears more suitable. 
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way as Muhammad Amin Khan, a former Governor of Gujarat, had, 
in the time of Aurangzlb, treated, according to orders, Qawani-ud- 
Din-Khan the brother of Khalifa Sultan when he came from Iran. 
Firuz Jang sent his young son to welcome him, and himself advanced 
a few paces to meet him; he presented to him Rs. 15,000 in cash, 
a horse and an elephant. Later when the Mirza reached the royal 
camp, Koka Khan—whose mother was a companion [Mu sahib a) of the 
King—was nominated as his host. On the day of paying his respects 
he received various gifts, and as owing to heat the sweat of weakness 
appeared on his face, it was ordered that he should be taken to the 
Kbaskhana (cool chamber) and given iced water. 

At this time the Khan-Khanan 1 had died, and there were talks 
about his successor to the Vazarat, Muhammad ‘Azlm.ush-Shatr, 
the second son of the King, who had great influence in the matters of 
government, wanted that Dhulfaqar Khan 3 should be nominated as the 
Vazir, while the two sons of the late Khan-Khanan should respectively 
be appointed Mir Bakbsbi and Governor of the Deccan. Dhulfa¬ 
qar Khan 4 said that while his father 4 was alive, the Vaztrship was his 
right; and in this way wished to keep all the three appointments in 
his hands. The dispute lasted a long time, and the King often said 
in private that he was tired of the altercation, and proposed to give 
the Vazarat to the Prince of Iran, and appoint one of the Divans of 
Tan and Khdlsa as his Deputy, and make the latter do the work of 
the Vazarat, But before the Mirza paid his respects and after his 

1 Mun'im Khan Khan-Khanan, Maathir-ul-Umara, 111 , pp. 667-677, 
and Irvine, op. at., pp. 125-127. The wrangles about the appointment of his 
successor and the project of appointing Mirza Muhammad Hashim are described 
in the same work on p. 128. 

2 He was really the third son of Shah ‘Alain Bahadur Shah; see Irvine's 
Later Mughals (Sarkar edn.) I, pp. i 43 ,i 44 - For his proclamation as Emperor 
sec p. 134, his struggle with his brother Jahandar Shah and final death pp. 
163-177. 

3 Maatlnr-aLUmara, I, pp. 93-107, and Irvine, op. cit., pp. 9,10. 

4 Asad l£han Asaf-ud-Daula Jumlat-ul-MuIk, Madthir-Hl-U mara, I, pp, 
310-321, Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 270-279. 
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-coming, certain representations had been made to the King, by the 
princes, especially in reference to his misplaced arrogance and airs. 
The Mirza did not lower his head in respect to the princes, and had 
annoyed aH the officers. At last his host (Koka Khan), at the instance 
of Mirza Shah Nawaz Khan Safavi'— who was the Mirza’s rival from 
early days, and was very envious of him—made a written representa¬ 
tion to the King. In this he requested for information as to how his 
guest should behave towards the princes on the road, i.e. in procession, 
and in the Darbar, how he should treat the officers, and finally where 
he should sit if he happened to come to the Darbar (hall) before the 
King’s arrival. The King put his signature (i.e. replied to the peti¬ 
tion) on the face of the petition, to the effect that with regard to 
the princes, during processions he should dismount and pay his 
respects, and in the Darbar he should salute in the way prescribed 
for the Amirs. For the Amirs up to the rank of 3,000 he should 
raise his hand to the head. When the King came to the third question 
he turned to Mirza Shah Nawaz Khan and asked what signature 
(order) should be made. He represented that till His Majesty’s arrival 
he (the Mirza) should sit in the pesbkbana (ante-room) of Khanazad 
Khan. Accordingly next day when the Mirza arrived in the Darbar 
before the King, the Sazawals (Court messengers) came, in accordance 
with Shah Nawaz’s suggestion, and seated the Mirza in the pesbkbana 
of Shah Nawaz Khan. The owner of the house in view of the Mirza’s 
arrogance did not treat him with the usual etiquette and regard. 
Though Shah Nawaz Khan on the next day went to his house and 
offered apologies, but the representation and the mode of coming 
became the subject of jests and the matter was talked of in councils 
and assemblies. At last he received the rank of 5,000 with 3,000 
horse, and the title of Khalifa Sultan, which lie himself had applied 
for. He had not an accommodating nature. Though the assembly 
notables behaved rudely and without regard, but he turned his face 

1 He should not be confused with Shah Nawaz, Khan Safavi of Maaihir- 
ul-Umara, II, pp. 670-676, 
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from their sour looks and displayed his arrogance. His fief had not 
so far been allotted to him when Bahadur Shah died, and after that no 
one paid him any attention. He lived in the Capital for a long time, 
and died at his appointed time. 

KhafI Khan, 1 the author of the history known as Muntakbab-ul- 
Lubbab, who was very intimate with the author of these pages—whom 
Khan Flruz Jang from Ahmadabful had by chance appointed on his 
own behalf as an attache to the Prince, and who had also been appoin¬ 
ted by the Prince as his Divan — used to say that the Mlrza’s stock 
of knowledge was his lineage. Except for selling the bones of his 
ancestors and a worship of his lineage he had learnt nothing; and 
further he was so proud of his birth that he acted as if he had no com 
ncction with mortals. He forgot the saying: 

Verse 

To be proud of lineage is folly and lack of sense. 

How can one be like a signet ring and live by the name of others. 

When he came from Ahmadabad to Delhi, his companions who 
had accompanied him in the hope of advancement, induced him to 
have an interview with Asaf-ud-Daula 2 . The latter put another seat 
(sozni) opposite his own scat for the Mirza. This displeased him. 
After the interview though Asaf-ud-Daula expressed himself warmly 
towards him, he did not expand (respond). At last to please him 
Asaf-ud-Daula said, “When you enter the King’s service, you will get 
the rank of 7,000 (which is the highest rank in India) on the first 
day.” The Mirza at once became angry and replied, “Here every 
mean fellow (paft) has the rank of 7,000. What honour is such a 
rank to me.” Good God ! afterwards when the affairs of Iran 
became confused, and the Safavi dynasty came to an end, many 
of this family saved themselves by migrating to India. When the 

1 ^j| i, in Texc ' but more corrt ' ctl y J- L His real llamc was 

Muhammad Hashim Khan. 

a For Asad Khan, see note 4, p. 137. 
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Empire here also fell from its glory, and the administration was in 
disorder, the respect and honour formerly paid to them disappeared. 
All of them went away somewhere, and obtained a livelihood by 
becoming connected with some high family. Stranger still some 
people by giving them their daughters in marriage established a 
connection with that august family (Safavl), and gave themselves out 
as Khalifa Sultanls. For example one of the Governors of Bengal estab¬ 
lished a relationship with one of them. Later it became known that 
the alleged claim (of being a Safavl) was false. Some also came to 
the Dcccan, and were honoured as scions of that family. Later when 
the Mlrzas, who really belonged to the family, came, it became known 
to all that they had in fact no relationship with the family. 

(KHWAJAGI) MUHAMMAD HUSAIN 
(Vol. I, pp. 671, 672) 

He was the younger brother of Qasim Khan Mir Bahr y whose life 
has been separately described. In the 5th year of Akbar’s reign he 2 
came from Kabul with Mun'im Beg Khan-Khanan, and did homage 
and was exalted by royal favours. When a disagreement arose between 
GhanI Khan the son of Khan-Khanan and Haidar Muhammad Khan 
Akhta Begl, to both of whom the Khan-Khanan had committed the 
charge of Kabul, the King recalled Haidar Muhammad and sent Abfil 
Fath, the brother’s son of die Khan-Khanan to Kabul to assist GhanI 
Khan. He went to Kabul with Khwajagi Muhammad Husain 3 . They 
spent some time there and then the latter returned to the Court. In 
die journey to Kashmir he was attached to the royal stirrups. As he 
had few equals for truth and honesty, he harmonised with the King’s 

i- Maathir-al-Umara, III, pp. 62-66, 

2 When Mun'im Khan returned from Kabul in obedience to the royal 
command and joined Akbar at Sirhind in the Panjab, he was accompanied by a 
number of officers among whom Khwajagi Muhammad Husain is mentioned; 
see Akbarnama Text II, p, 114, Beveridge’s translation II, p, 174. 

3 Akbarnama , Text II, p. 122, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 1847. 
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disposition. At last he was appointed Bakaiual Begi (Superintendent 
of the Kitchen) and received the rank of j,ooo’. In the 5th year of 
Jahangir’s reign when the governorship of Kashmir Siiba was assigned 
to Hashim Khan 1 2 , his brother’s son who was the Governor of Orissa, 
the King sent him to Kashmir to administer the province till Hashim 
Khan’s arrival. In the 7th year 3 he returned to the Court and paid 
his respects. In the end of the same year corresponding to 1020 A.H, 
(i6n A.D.) he died. He left no son. The King writes in the 
Jabangtrnama 4 that he was beardless and had not a single hair on his 
beard or moustache, and at the time of speaking his voice resembled 
that of eunuchs. 

(MAFHOM MABROR) 5 6 MUHAMMAD KAZIM 
KHAN MAGHFOR 
(Vol. Ill, PP . 715-729) 

He was the paternal grandfather of the writer. When his father 
Mlrak Mu‘In-ud-Din Amanat Khan 0 went to Paradise, the appre¬ 
ciative and judicious King Aurangzlb gave suitable ranks and appoint¬ 
ments to all the virtuous and deserving descendants of that noble and 

1 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 790, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 1184 
This appointment was made in the 46th year or j6oi A. D. 

2 A'lnalbir-ul-UmarFi, III, pp. 940,941. Khwajagi Muhammad Husain’s 
deputising for his cousin is mentioned on p. 941. Also see Tuziik-i-labungiri 
(Rogers & Beveridge! 1 , p. 199; his name there is given as Khwaja Muhammad 
Husain. 

3 The year is wrongly given as 6th in the Text, it was the 7th, 1021 A.H. 
(1612 A. D.) during which he returned to the Court from Kashmir, see 
Tuzuk-i-Jakangm, he. cit., p. 229. His death also occurred not in 1020 A.H. 
as in the Text, but in 1021 A.H. (op. cit.. p. 233). 

4 This is from Tuzuk-i-lahangiri (Rogers & Beveridge), loc. cit., p. 

2 33 - 

5 These epithets literally mean, the late, the purified and the for¬ 
given , 

6 For his life see MaatJnr-ttl-Umara, I, pp. 258-268, Beveridge’s transla¬ 
tion I, pp, 221-230. He died in 1095 A.H. (1684 A.D.). 
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dignified nobleman. Kazim Khan had his rank increased in his early 
youth, and was first appointed to the Buyutaft of; the Bijapiir province, 
and afterwards to the Faujdart of Jalnapur in the Aurangabad province; 
other parganas were also assigned to him. At the time when Brahma- 
purl 1 was the seat of the imperial camp, he was sent off to the Dlvarii 
of Lahore. In those days household-born ones were promoted. They 
say that in those days the Khan was addicted to wine-drinking. One 
of Vazlr Khan Shahjahani’s grand children—who was the reporter for 
the Capital (Lahore)—mentioned this among the report of events, and 
the Superintendent of Posting ( Darogha-i-Ddk ) laid this report word 
for word before the King. After it had been read, Aurangzlb dis¬ 
cussed all the facts with Irshad Khan 2 the brother-in-law (of Kazim 
Khan) who was the Divan of the Khalsa and observed that such a 
trait was extraordinary in a descendant of Amanat Khan' 1 , but then 
the writer also was a household-born (and so reliable). After reflection, 
and in spite of all his observance of the law and his strictness, he, in 
consideration of his father ordered the Superintendent (of Post) that 
he should write in reply that both of them were Khinazads, and that 
it was highly improper for one Khanazad to write to the Court such 
disgusting things about another Khanazad. 

When Prince Muhammad Mu‘izz-ud-Dln (Jahandar Shah) the 
eldest son of Prince Muhammad Mu'azzam Bahadur Shah—who was 
going to 4 Multan—came to the city (Lahore), Kazim Khan waited 
upon him, and was treated with great honour, appreciation and regard. 

1 Brahmaptiri later named Islampuri some 20 miles south-west of Pandhar- 
pur Sholapur District on the southern bank of the Bhima river. Aurangztb 
stayed there for four and a half years from May, 1695—October 1699, scc 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, V. p. 6. 

2 Maaihtr-ul-Umar 3 . Text I, pp. 290,291, Beveridge & Prashad’s 
translation I, p. 687. 

3 The reference is to the upright nature, disinterestedness and honesty 
of Amanat Khan, see Maatbir-ul-Umara, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 228. 

4 The appointment of Prince Mu‘izz-ud-Din as the governor of Multan 
is recorded in £hafi l£han, j[, p. 444 and his victory over Baluchis on pp. 462, 
463. 
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After two or three days he became an intimate 1 friend of the Prince 
so that the latter was always eager for his society. The position deve¬ 
loped so favourably that he several times petitioned the King about 
this, and an order came adding to his charge the Dtvarit of Multan, 
Thatha, and parts of Bhakkar and Siwistan. When he came to Mul¬ 
tan—and'as both of them were fond of drinking and consumption of 
wine—their intimacy increased, and Kazim Khan was treated with 
great distinction even in the most select and private entertainments. 
But with all this—in contrast with the conduct of the other Amirs 
who knew that the coming and going of their ladies to the palace was 
indispensable to their position—though the Prince came for a night 
and day to his garden and walked about with his special attendants 
and there were hints about the attendance of Kazim Khan’s ladies, 
the latter did not consent to such impropriety. In the Baluch expedi¬ 
tion, which was one of the special activities of the Prince and of 
which Aurangzlb was also proud, after the army had devastated the 
territory, and the force of the tribe had been disintegrated, the Prince 
wanted that a body of men under the leadership of one of his imme¬ 
diate followers should be stationed in the houses of the Baluchis. 
Many refused, but this sincere officer (Kazitn Khan) readily accepted 
the cask. The Baluchis out of respect for his Saiyidship, and in spite 
of their strength, left their property and took to flight. When the 
Prince’s report was received, his (Kazim Khan’s) rank was increased 
and he received the title of Khan. Afterwards, when Aurangzlb died, 
and the Prince' accompanied his father (Muhammad Mu'azzam), who 


1 w-xc* * n place of . .. . in the Text. 

2. According to l^hafi Khan, II, pp. 573, 57^. the news of Anrangzib's 
death reached Muhammad A'zam Shah ‘Alain or Bahadur Shah as he was 
known after his coronation at Peshawar on 27 Dlnil Hi|)a 11 18 A. H. (2nd 
April, 17o7 A.D.). He started immediately and reached Lahore about the end of 
Muharram 1119 A.H. The Khutba was recited and the coins struck in his name, 
and he. was crowned as the King there, and an order was sent to his son prince 
Muhzz-ud-Dln governor of Multan and Thatha to join him at Lahore, In 
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marchcd from Peshawar to engage in battle with his brother Muha¬ 
mmad A‘zam Shah—both of whom struck money and recited the 
Khutba in their own names—Kazim Khan was left in Multan as the 
Deputy -Subadar. After removal from office—as he came to Lahore, 
and Bahadur Shah went to the Deccan, Kazim Khan on account of 
the distance, could not accompany him. He spent two or three years 
in that city without employment, and his expenditure was greater than 
his income, while the opposite condition was necessary for happiness. 
As he possessed perfect integrity, and as most of the income of his 
fief was expended on the purveyors of delight and amusement, every 
artist being in receipt of a salary, the proceeds of the lands of his sons 
and their money allowances—they being both officers under the King 
and the Prince—were also spent. When in Sadhaura 1 , a district of 
Sirhind, he had the good fortune to wait upon the King and the 
Prince, he was granted a fief in the Panjab and appointed to the office 
of 2nd Bakhsbt of the Prince who had received the title of Jahandar 
Shah. After Jahandar Shah 2 became the Sovereign of India, Kazim 
Kh an obtained the rank of 4,000, but owing to his independent and 
careless disposition, and want of regard for the prevailing conditions 
of the times, and the malice of Kdkaltash Khan 3 —who in the guise of 
friendship worked against him — the gates of affluence did not open for 
him. He became disheartened, and even left off attending the Court. 
One day he by chance met the King who remembered his former 
regard and made inquiries after him. He regretted his unemploy¬ 
ment and his distressed circumstances and justly rebuked Kokaltash 
Khan. A proposal was made for his appointment as the Governor of 

Irvine’s Liter Mnghals (Sarkar edu.) I, the date 22nd March, 1 7 c> 7 , is appar¬ 
ently according to the Old Style. The news, it is stated, reached Bahadur 
Shah at Jamrud twelve miles west of Peshawar. 

1 It is Sodhra near Sirhind in the Patiala State, Panjab. 

2 Jahandar Shah was crowned as the King in March, i 7 i 2 . 

3 His full name was ‘All Murad I£han Jahan Bahadur Kokaltash Khan 
Zafar Jang, Maatbir-ubUmara, Text I, pp. 817-819, Beveridge’s translation I, 
pp, 196,197. Also see Irvine, op, cit., I, p, 197. 
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Gujarat or Lahore, but as bribery and intrigue were the order of the 
day and Mirs and Vazirs were the arbiters of destinies. As such prac¬ 
tices were quite foreign to Kazim Khan’s nature, nothing was arrang¬ 
ed. At last he had to be content with the government of the fort of 
Lahore. Some months had not elapsed before another flower bloomed 
and Farrukh-siyar came to the throne, and Kazim Khan was nearly be¬ 
ing censyred on account of his long companionship with Jahandar Slurb. 
Qutb-ul-Mulk (the Barah Saiyid), who had been for a time in Multan, 
and knew the facts, came to his assistance. He explained that Kazim 
Khan had held himself aloof on account of Jahandar Shah’s consulting 
Kokaltash Khan in all affairs and himself remained content with 
nominal powerj and so the danger passed away. At the close of 
Farnikh-siyar’s reign when 1 ‘tiqad Mian Farrukh-Shahl became influ¬ 
ential, he, in consequence of old acquaintance—for he too had been 
a servant of Jahandar Shah—procured for the pleasure-loving Kazim 
Khan the position of the Divan of Kashmir, which was an agreeable 
haven for pleasure loving sybarites and was a beautiful and exhilarating 
landscape. When the affair of Mtihtawl Khan—which has been des¬ 
cribed in detail in the biography of Ahmad Khan II 1 who was the De¬ 
puty governor of that province—produced confusion there, and though 
Kazim Khan’s skiff reached the shore of safety while the boats of many 
officials were wrecked, yet he was put on the unemployed list by the 
Court officials. Afterwards he came to Delhi, and spent some years 
without office or comfort and died in 1x35 A.H. (1723 A.D.) when 
he had passed his sixth decade. 

His eldest son, the pardoned Mir Hasan ‘Aii, was the honoured 
father of the writer of these pages. Fie died in the early spring of 
his youth when his years had not exceeded nineteen. As yet the 
plant of his wishes had not bloomed, when he died in Lahore in 
i xi 1 A.H. (1700 A.D.). The flower of his life shed its petals 
from the calamity of the autumn of death. Fifteen days afterwards, 

1 Maathir-ul-Umarl. Text III, pp. 760-765, Beveridge’s translation I, 
pp. 160-163. 
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nainely on the a8th Ramadan, 1111 A.H. (9th March, 1700 A.D.) 
this imaginary image showed itself on the page of existence (that is, 
the author was born) 1 2 . Though his paternal uncles and some of 
his maternal relatives were still in Lahore, yet this weak slave left 
Lahore in his grandfather’s lifetime on account of his meeting with 
other relations. This he did in the year* when Amlr-ul-Umara 
Husain ‘All Khan marched (for the first time) to the Deccan. The 
writer came co Aurangabad, and having for the sake of a home 
(ab khurd) loosened the sandals of travel, he cast his anchor there. 
On account of his protracted stay there remained no chance for his 
return. He abandoned friends and country and became bound by 
family cies (t.e. he married) and turned his face to the profession of 
service. In 1145 A.H. (1732-33 A.D.) he was appointed by Nawab 
Asaf Jfih Divan of the province of Berar. That disordered copy 
was rearranged and became resplendent, and that withered flower, 
by the help of the water of exertion, acquired new colour and fragra¬ 
nce. Excellent performance and good service displayed themselves 
and there fell from the truthful lips of Asaf Jah the words “The work 
of such an one has smartness ( nimakt ).” 

When Nawab Nizam-ud-Daula Bahadur Nasir Jang 3 —May his 

1 See ‘Abdul Hayy’s life of Samsam-ud-Daula, Alaathir-ul-Umara Text 1 , 
pp. 16-18, Beveridge's translation I, pp. 14,15. His date of birth there is 
given as 29th Ramadan and not 28th as here; Beveridge gives the corresponding 
date 9th March, 1700, according to the Old Style, 

2 See Beveridge, op-cit., p. i 5 - notes 2 - 4 , p. 16, notes 1-3; also 
Maathir-ul-Umara Text 1 , p. 326 and translation I, p. 631 and Beveridge 
& Prashad’s translation I, p. 631. He started for the Deccan in the 4th year 
of Farrukh-siyar’s reign. 

The rest of the note is an autobiography of the author Samsam-ud-Daula 
Shah Nawaz IChfm up to the time he completed the preparation of Aladlhtr-ul- 
Um/ira. 

3 See in the account of Nasir Jang in A laatbir-ul-UmarU Text III, pp. 
848, 849; also in the biography of Nizam-ul-Mulk. Asaf Jah, tel., pp. 844 - 84 *>. 
The battle took place near Aurangabad 011 20th Jumiida I, 1154 A.D, (3rd 
August, i 74 t A.D.); also see Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 383. For an 
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fortune endured—was obliged by circumstances to take over the 
management of the affairs of the Deccan, a happy chance brought 
the writer also to Aurangabad. By kissing the carpet of association 
with that youth of genius and happy fortune the gates of success 
opened for my countenance of loyalty. As Divine clemency through 
the intermediation of some agents admitted one to close association, 
and the glorious Fortune brought to the forefront a patron less 
unknown, so without the intervention of anyone that exalted 
personality recognised my inability as my qualification and made 
the smell of my service fragrant with his special favours. And 
having admitted me to a position of close association and trust and 
without any rival or partner, he exalted me to his close companionship 
and intimacy. 

As the accomplishment of everything is dependant on its appoin¬ 
ted time, after an interval I was appointed by him as the Divan of 
the Deccan and the Deputy -Divan and Kban-i-Saman of Asaf 
Jah’s establishment, and in thankfulness and gratitude, therefore, I 
bound the straps of devotion and service round my waist. In accord¬ 
ance with the practice of my ancestors I regarded bribery and corrup¬ 
tion—which men of the day called the dues of labour, and considered 
as even more legitimate than the mother’s milk—as utterly abominable 
and unbecoming, and cast them away from me. It is well known 
that this exalted nobleman is never forgetful of the fear and dread 
of the Almighty. It is never possible nor allowable for one ro 
display more than normal concern for the master or to expect excessive 
favours beyond what are due to one’s position and dignity; these latter 
have disappeared in these terrible times. Not even one out of a 

account of Muthawwar Khan in whose house Samsam-ul-Daula took refuge sec 
MaSthir-ul-Umarii, III, pp. 776-793 and p, 108, in the notice of Qurb-iid-Dm 
Khan Khweshgi. The work of compilation of the Maathjr-nl-Umar 3 , according 
to the account, took 6 years and so must have been completed in 1747 A.D., 
when he was appointed Divan of Berar. 

For the life of the author by Ghulam -Ali Azad see Text I, p. 19, Beveridge’s 
translation I, p. 16, 
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hundred possessed these virtues in these days when incapacity and 
unsteadiness were the outstanding characteristics. God be praised! 
in this case the last mentioned quality is absent. This noble Lord 
of ours, from obedience to whom our store of felicity was increased, 
was in the matter of courage like a sun, which provides an example 
for all and sundry. His excessive kindness is like an uncomparable 
cloud which grants favours to all; and his contemplative judgment 
by simple orders, which cannot be faced or ignored, makes people 
avoid committing sinful acts. 

Verse 

You cannot raise jour head because of shame; 

To some ic is like a wolf, the capture of which is an art. 

When things assumed another aspect and that high born well- 
wisher (Nasir Jang) out of own judgment went into retirement, as 
has been detailed in his account, the writer followed him as the 
shadow follows the substance, and consoled himself with drinking the 
wine of Shiraz. 

Verse 

When throne and glory depart, 

To suffer sorrow is not right; ‘tis better to drink wine. 

Wc spent some days in retirement and happiness; and we used to 
repeat:- 

We have not retired into seclusion for the sake of contentment. 

Preservation of our bodies has been our guiding motive. 

Suddenly the envious heavens changed their lot. They who had 
withdrawn their feet from the world, found themselves exposed to 
mountains and wilderness, and were driven out of the narcissus 
garden (Rattda-i-‘ Abhar). In the midst of these changes most of 
diem lost courage. The writer and his friend and patron had only 
taken a few breaths when the malevolent influence of the untoward 
heavens forced them into a battle. And on that day, as always, the 
writer accompanied his patron, and was seated behind him on his 
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elephant. And when the affair was extended, and the injury was 
changed into a defeat, and the leaders and commanders of their party 
took refuge in an enclosure ( muhanwata ’) near die battlefield, and 
nothing remained on the field except the elephant of that noble one; 
it also had approached the wall of the enclosure, and the others had 
meanwhile disappeared. On this happening of the Fortune Nasir 
Jang asked the writer as to what was now to de done. I replied, “I 
see no advantage in staying in this sheltered place, which is worse 
than no shelter—it is the target of bullets and rockets from all sides; 
and sacrificing one’s life would be to no purpose.” On hearing this 
that brave hearted, cjuick wrtted warrior rushed into the battlefield. 
He saw that elephant riders, perceiving that he was alone, were 
advancing against him at full speed, but he courageously and all by 
himself pushed on his elephant. When the enemy saw this, they 
shouted praises for his bravery, and refrained from attacking him. 
They formed a circle round him, and took him away towards Asaf 
Jah. They were only a few paces from where he (Asaf Jah) was, 
when some brave men, who valued their honour, drew their swords 
and came out like lightning from their shelter. As the day was lost 
(the time had gone out of hand)—and though that gallant man 
(Nasir Jang) and the writer strongly forbade them — the only effect of the 
proceeding was the irritation of the opposing party, and they in self- 
defence were compelled to restrain them by pouring in a rain of 
bullets. Through a strange happening of our fate, though we 
came safely out of the battle, wc were wounded when peace prevailed. 
Suddenly during that commotion some vagabonds rushed at me with 
uplifted swords and attacked me. An officer (‘ umciat ) shouted 
‘‘Why are you letting yourself to be killed?”, and I realizing the 
situation climbed down from the elephant. As God was protecting 
me, 1 fell down among a herd of elephants whose trunks and tails 
were entangled. Another officer out of loyalcy for the great man (Nasir 
Jang) placed him on his own elephant and carried him out of danger; 
and the flames having blazed up settled down. Thus abandoned and 
in distress I met a friend and was taken to the house of Mtithawvvar 
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Kh an deceased, of whom an account has been given. Though I was 
deserving of severe punishments for my offensive conduct, lire clemen¬ 
cy of Asaf Jah—which is a Divine quality—was satisfied with censur¬ 
ing me and depriving me of my rank and fief, and by appointing 
someone to attach my house. 

Although in the world of fancy and mediation there was the 
possibility of grave dangers, but, God be praised, for my corner of 
retirement was not disturbed by unheard of and unseen worries. 

Verse 

O! corner of retirement, you have made my face glorious; 

If I do not realize your worth, I become a vagrant. 

It was this retirement, which led to the compilation of this work, 
as has been hinted in the preface. Till the invisible mystery unfolds 
itself and the indubitable grace comes forth, and a suitable occupation 
is found, I have attempted to fill up my unemployed time with 
this pleasant work. It is apparent that it is nothing more than record¬ 
ing foolish sayings and useless talk. As my mind is averse to the 
scourge of unemployment, and to keep away vain thoughts from worry¬ 
ing my mind during this forced situation I could do nothing better 
than to employ myself diligently to this task; and nearly six years 
have passed. 


Verse 

We have slvmncd even the suspicion of pleasure as a result of 

misfortune, 

The wine was not enough to leave even a trace of intoxication. 

Although for some time as a result of this pre-occupation I was 
safe from the disturbances of the time. 

Verse 

Whoever is busy, Fortune sets to something else. 

The time has come when my unemployment proves useful to me, 
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Once again as a result of my natural inclinations which again 
become active as action increases—so do the results—water becomes 
polluted if left stagnant for a long time—how long can the mind 
remain afflicted — I am unable to divine. 

Verse 

We do not complain against the unjust heavens, 

They have taken a bond with the seal of silence from us. 

As the world has Leen endowed with hope, there is no harm in 
hoping. 


Hemistich 

Perhaps cur night will also have a morning. 

A chasm of difficulties has appeared between two stages of opu¬ 
lence; and the light of the moon of the morning is chasing the dark¬ 
ness ol the night. 


Verse 

The shield of the face of hope comes round despair 

The dust of the eyes of Jacob in the end becomes the collyrium. 

Oh God! I do not possess the necessary courage for the manage¬ 
ment ol affairs, and without means there is no hope for my achieve¬ 
ment. Grant a little support to straighten the affairs of this destitute, 
and if you do not make me helpless, make the affairs easier for me, 
and do not leave me to my fate; and whatever is to happen, let it 
happen. Oh God! we crave your forgiveness for what we have done 
to you, and may Your gracefulness always be on the increase, and may 
we always receive Your favours, and may these always be on the 
increase; and for the sake of the Prophet Muhammad and his descen¬ 
dants! May God grant blessings to Muhammad and his descendants! 
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(MIR) MUHAMMAD KHAN, known ns KH AN KALAN 1 
(Vol, III, pp. 21 I '2 I 6 ) 

He was the cider brother of Shams-ud-Dln Muhammad Khan 
Atka 2 . In courage and bravery he was unique in his time. He dis¬ 
tinguished himself in the company of Muza Kamran and in attend¬ 
ing upon the stirrups of Humayun, and also did great deeds during 
Akbar’s reign. For a long time he was the governor of the Siiba of 
Panjab. Many parganas in that province were held in fief by the Atka- 
Kliail which was a name for the brethren, sons and other relations 
of the Atka Khan. He did good work in conquering the Gakkhar 
country, in routing Sultan Adam, and in establishing Kamal Khan in 
the government of that area. Along with his brethren he showed bravery 
and daring, and a victory, which former sovereigns of Delhi had been 
longing for all the time, fell to his loc by the good fortune of Akbar 3 , 
In the qth year Mlrza Muhammad Hakim 4 , Akbar’s half-brother 
and ruler of Kabul, who was oppressed by Mlrza Sulaiman, the ruler 
of Badakhshan, crossed the Indus and begged for Akbar’s help. The 
Emperor appointed Khan Kalan with the Panjab officers to accompany 
the Mlrza. It was ordered that the officers should stop Mirza Sulai¬ 
man from interfering with the Kabul territory, and having established 
Mlrza Muhammad Hakim there under the guardianship of Khan 
Kalan’s younger brother Qutb-ud-Dln Khan 5 return to their posts. 
When Khan Kalan with the Panjab army and in company with the 

1 In Blochmann’s translation of A’ in, I (and edn.), pp. 338, 339, his 
name is given as Kli.m i-Kalan Muhammad. 

2 Maalhir-ul-Umara, II, pp. 53 1 ' 535 . and BI0chn1.m11, op. tit., pp. 337, 
33 8 . 

3 For the Gakkhar campaign see Kama! Khan’s biography, Maatbir-ul- 
Utrtara Text III, pp. 144-146 and Beveridge & Prashad’s translation I, pp. 758- 

760. 

4 This is based 011 Akbnrnama Text 11 , pp. 238-242, Beveridge’s transla¬ 
tion II, pp. 262-365. 

5 Madlbir-ul-Umnra, III, pp. 56 - 59 . and Blodunann, op. tit., 353 , 

354 - 
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Mlrza (Muhammad Hakim) arrived in the neighbourhood of Kabul, 
Murza Sulaiman gave up the siege and started for Badakhshan. Mlrza 
Muhammad Hakim having achieved his object entered Kabul with the 
royal officers. Khan Kalan remained there, as he preferred to act as 
the Vakil of the Mlrza and manage the affairs of that province, and 
sent back to India Qutb-ud-Dln and other officers. But the Mlrza 
owing to his youch was not possessed of sound reason, and always lent 
lus ears to the falsehoods of the sedition-mongers of Kabul, who in 
this way wanted to stir up a strife. Khan Kalan, who was known 
for his loyalty and impetuosity, did not have recourse to conciliatory 
methods. He was upset by minor matters, and used harsh measures; 
as a result tilings did not proceed harmoniously between him, the 
Mlrza and the Kabulis. Though the Mlrza professed submissiveness, 
he transacted most important matters without consulting Khan Kalan. 
At last, he without referring to Khan Kalan gave his sister 1 , who was 
previously married to Shah Abul M.Vali, in marriage to Kh waja Hasan 
Naqshbandl who was passing his days in Kabul. The latter as a 
result of this noble alliance became arrogant, and began managing the 
Mlrza’s affairs. Khan Kalan, who in spite of his imperious disposi¬ 
tion was acute, far-sighted and a good judge of men, realized that 
things would become unpleasant in the end. Out of far-sightedness, 
therefore he, one night and without anyone knowing about it, marched 
out of Kabul and took the high road to India, and on reaching Lahore 
breathed the sigh of ease and relief. 

As the spiritual gardeners and ancient sages 3 have likened kingship 
to gardening, for as a gardener improves a garden by taking up a tree 
from one place and planting it in another; he rejects many, waters 
others moderately, labours hard for their proper growth, uproots wild 
trees, lops off ugly branches, removes trees that are huge, grafts some 

1 Fakht-un-Nisa Be gam, a daughter of Humayiin by Jujak Begam and 
widow of Mir Sha.fr Abiil Ma'all. 

2. This highly elaborate simile is copied almost verbatim from AkbarnZma 
Text II, p. 332, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. ^P> 6 , 487. 
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upon others, collects fruits of different kinds and flowers of varied 
colours, enjoys their shades when necessary and does such things as are 
laid down in the science of horticulture; so the far-sighted kings by their 
instruction and regulation of the affairs of their servants keep alight the 
lamp of wisdom, and raise the standard of guidance. Wherever a large 
number of people of one mind and language are gathered and there are 
signs of crowding and commotion, the rulers must disperse them, firstly 
for their own good, and secondly for the welfare of the community, 
even though no improper acts by this crowd may have been noticed or 
suspected. They regard this dispersal as the basis of union, particu¬ 
larly as peace cannot be established when mischief comes about from 
the consumption of potent liquors, resulting in the intoxication of the 
weak-headed consumers of these cups of inebriation. This is specially 
the case when strife-mongers, tale-bearers and disturbers abound. As 
negligence is naturally implanted in human constitution, the loyal 
members of the Atka- Kh ail, who had for a long time been gathered 
together in the Panjab and were administering these territories, were 
in the 13th year removed from their charges, and summoned to the 
Court. In 976 A.H. (1568 A.D.) they came to Agra and did 
homage, and each of them was granted a select and fertile fief. The 
Sarkar of Sambhal 1 , which was the finest district in India, was granted 
as a fief to Mir Muhammad Khan, and Husain Qull Khan Dhfilqadar 2 , 
the fief-holder of the Nagor Sarkar was appointed the Governor of the 
Panjab. That wide tract (Sambhal) was given to Khan Kalan 3 . In 
the 17th year when Akbar was encamped at Ajmer and decided on 
the conquest of Gujarat, Khan Kalan 4 and many other officers were 

1 Sarkar of Sambhal in the Moradabad District, United Provinces, 
Imperial Gazetteer, XXII, pp. 18, 13, 

2 His name is given as Khan Jahan Husain Qull Beg in Maathir-ul-Umara 
Text III,-pp. 645-653, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation I, pp. 645-649. See 
also Blochmann, op. cit., pp. 348-351. 

3 Tliis sentence is only a repetition, as the grant of Sambhal to the 
Mir is already described in the previous sentence. 

4 See Akbarnama Text III, p. 4, Beveridge’s translation Ill, pp. 6, 7; 
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sent in advance in that direction. When Khan Kalan reached near 
the town of Bahadrajan, near Sirohi, Raja Man Singh Dephara who 
was the chief of the area, played a trick. After reaching Gurbazi he pro¬ 
fessing obedience sent some Rajputs by way of a mission. After they 
had waited on Khan Kalan, he at the time of their taking leave was, in 
accordance with the Indian custom, giving each of them a and 
bidding them adieu. One of these daring and furious men struck the 
Khan with a dagger under the collar-bone so hard that its point came 
out three finger-breadths under the shoulder-blade. His men killed 
the Rajput and his companions. In spite of the severity of the wound 
the Khan recovered within fifteen days. 

When Gujarat was conquered in the same year by Akbar, Khan 
Kalan was appointed Governor of Pattan 1 , which was an old town and 
was also known as Nahrwala; it was formerly the Capital of the country. 
In the 20th year, 583 A.H. 2 (1575 A.D.) Khan Kalan 'died. He 
was a very accomplished man 3 , and composed poetry both in Turkish 
and Persian. He composed a Divan consisting of odes and ghazals. 
His pen-name was Ghaznavi. He was also a skilled musician. It is 
stated that his assemblies in no place were without poets and scholars. 
He was an ardent admirer of elaborate compositions, pleasant and 
sweet songs, and a patron of master artists. The verse is his: 


and Tubaqai-i-Akbart, De’s Text II, pp. 237, 238, translation II, pp. 371, 372. 
Sirohi is a state in Rajputana, Imperial Gazetteer , XXIII, pp. 28-37. Bliadrajan 
is situated to the north of Sirohi and east of Siwana. 

1 Pattan is described as Anhilvada Patan in Imperial Gozetteer, XX, pp. 
24, 25. It is famous for its Jain Temples. Khan Kalan’s appointment as its 
Governor is mentioned in Akbarnama Text III, p. 33, Beveridge’s translation III, 
p. 46. 

2 In Akbarnama Text III, p. 163, it is stated that he died on Farwadin 
19 ; December 1575 according to Beveridge’s translation III, p. 231. 

3 This appears to be adapted from Badayuni, Mnntakhab-tit-Tawarikh 
Text III, p. 287, where some more of his verses are given. See also Haig’s 
translation III, pp. 396, 397. According to Badayuni, he told Akbar that the 
glory of his reign was that a man like me has lived in it. 
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Muhammad Khan Atka 
Verse 

During youth the best part o£ iny life was spent in folly; 
What was left, has been passed in repentance. 

Verse 

None gives water save the pupil of the eye 1 ; 

No breath for me save a morning sigh. 

Fadil Khan his son had the rank of 1,000. During the time 
when Mlrza ‘Aziz was besieged at Ahmadabiid, and every day zealous 
men went out to fight, he displayed devotion and was killed 2 . His 
second son was Farrukh Khan' 1 who in the ^oth year of Akbar s reign 
attained the rank of 500. 

(SHAMS-UD-DIN) MUHAMMAD KHAN* ATKA 
(V°l- II. pp- 53 1 ' 535 ) 

He was the son of Mir Yar Muhammad of Ghazni, who was a 
spiritually-minded landlord. When Shams-ud-Dln was twenty years 
old 3 4 5 , he dreamt in Ghazni due the moon came into his arms. He 
related this to his father, who interpreted the dream as meaning that 
some good fortune would happen to him; and this would be the 
means of exalting the family. Ac first he was the servant of Mlrzii 
Kamran the brother of Emperor Humayuu. When Humayun went 

1 There is a piny on the word fOy - in the expression fOp*. It gener¬ 
ally means a inan, but in this verse it is the man in the eye or the pupil. 

2 Akbarnama Text III, p. 43, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 61. 

3 He is often mentioned in Vol. Ill of Akbarnama. 

4 His life based mainly on the account in the Maathir-nlAImar 3 was pub¬ 
lished in Blochmann's translation of the A'in I (2nd cdn.). pp. 337-338. 

5 See Akbarnama Text l, p. 14, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 43, where 
the dream is stated to have been in the 22nd year of his life. Beveridge added 
a note (p. 43, note 2) about Atga stating that it is the Turkish word Ataga 
meaning "the state of being a father”, but in the. later volumes of Akbarnama 
adopted Atka, and this is followed here. 
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from Agra a second time to encounter Sher Kh an Stir 1 , Mirza Kam- 
ran did not accompany him, and leaving his troops with the Emperor 
proceeded to Lahore. Mir Shams-ud-Din was one of them. When 
on loch Muharram 947 A.H. (17th May, 1540 A.D.) near Qanauj 
and one farsakb 2 from the river a great defeat was inflicted on the 
royal army; the officers fled without fighting, and rushed to the river; 
a large number of them were drowned. Humayun himself attacked 
the enemy twice, but later at the urgent requests of his well-wishers 
lefc the field and crossed the river on an elephant. He dismounted on 
the opposite bank and was looking for a way of escape. As the bank 
was high he could not find one. One of the soldiers escaped from 
the whirlpool and reached there, and taking hold of the Emperor’s 
hand drew him up. Humayun asked his name and birthplace. He 
replied that his name was Shams-ud-Dln Muhammad, that he was 
born at Ghazni and was a servant of Mirza Kamran. Humayun made 
him hopeful of royal favours. Accordingly after reaching Lahbre he 
was taken into royal service. 

Near the time of Akbar’s birth 3 , Humayun as a reward for the 
service rendered at Qanauj promised Shams-ud-Dln’s wife that she 
would have the nursing of the Prince. Maryam MakanI, in accord¬ 
ance with the royal order, made over the fortunate baby to the wife of 
the said Khan who had the title of Jljl Anaga. As her delivery had 
not yet taken place, other nurses suckled the Prince, till Jljl Anaga 
attained this blessing. When Humayun went to ‘Iraq (Iran), Mir 
Shams-ud-Dln was left at Qandahar in the service 4 of the Prince, 


1 Akbarnama Text I, pp. 162-167; Beveridge’s translation 1 , pp. 349-354- 
For details of the battle of Qanauj see Banerji, Humdydn Badshah (1938), pp. 
243-249. 

2 Farsakh or parasang about 18,000 feet in length. 

3 This is adapted from AkbarnUma Text I, p. 44; see also Beveridge’s 
translation I, pp. 130, 131, where the names of all his nurses are enumerated 
and valuable notes are added regarding a number of them. 

4 This is not quite correct, as Humayun had to fly from Mustung when 
pursued by Mirza ‘Askari leaving Akbar behind, sec Joher (Johur) Stewart’s 
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When Humayun returned, he at the behest o£ Mlrza Kamran came 
with the Prince to Kabul. On hearing of the conquest of Qandahar 
by Humayun’s forces, the Mlrza 1 took the Prince to his house, and 
imprisoned the Mir in an unworthy place. As Fortune was his fate, 
he remained safe from the machinations of his enemies, and after the 
conquest of India when the Sarkar of Hissar was assigned as appanage 
of the Prince, Atka Khan was appointed to the government of that 
area. When the dais of the Caliphate was adorned by the enthrone¬ 
ment of Akbar, Atka Khan 2 and other grandees were sent to Kabul 
to bring Maryam Makairi and the other Begams. When Akbar s 
mind became alienated from Bairam Khan, an order was sent to the 
said Khan, who was in his fief in Bhera-Khushab 1 ' to make over 
Lahdre to his elder brother Mir Muhammad Khan, and to present 
himself at the Court. On his presenting himself lie received a flag, 
drums and the Tdman-togh 4 of Bairam Khan, and was appointed 
Governor of the Panjab. 

When it became certain that Bairam Khatv was advancing to the 
Panjab from Blkanlr with rebellious intentions, Atka Khan was sent in 
advance 5 , and the Emperor himself left Delhi. Though Shams-ud-Dln 0 
Khan was not a warrior like Bairam Khan, but by the Emperor’s good 

translation (1832). pp. 5 1 , 5 2 > Erskine, History of India (1854) II, pp- 267-270, 
and Bayazid’s Memoirs Text, Hidiiyat Hosain’s edn. (ip 4 ')' P- 7 - 

1 Akbarnama Text I, p. 236, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 468. 

2 Ibid Text II, p, 17, Ibid II, pp. 30, 31. 

3 Bhcra and Khushab, in the Shahpur District, Panjab. 

4 See Blochmann’s translation of A'tn I (2nd edn.), p. 5 2 > pi. ix, fig- 4 
where it is called Tumantoq. In Irvine, Army of the Indian Mughals, p. 34 , it 
is Tdmdntogh , while the Text has ^ j 

5 Manqald or Manqaldb, advanced troops, vide Irvine, of>. cit., p. 225. 

6 The appointment of Atka l^han to quell the sedition of Bairam Khan 
and the battle are described in the Akbarnama Text II, pp. 110-115, Beveridge’s 
translation II, pp. 168-176. In note 1 on p. 169 the author suggests that 
Dikdar is probably Dardak in Jalandhar District, Panjab. An exact copy of the 
petition is reproduced on pp. 11^121 of the Text and pp. 182-185 of the 
translation. 
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fortune, a great battle took place between them in the village of 
Gunachor, pargana Dikdar near Jalandhar. Bairam Khan s men fought 
bravely, and threw most of Atka Khan’s forces into confusion. But: 


Verse 

If you fight with your benefactor 

Ev<n if you are in heaven, you will fall head downwards. 


Atka Khan attacked Bairam Khan’s centre and dispersed it, and 
was victorious. At Sirhind he did homage, and was exalted with the 
title of A'zam Khan. When Mun'im Khan was appointed the Vakil, 
Atka Khan showed his dissatisfaction and wrote from Lahore to Akbar 
that as he had rendered invaluable services in confronting Bairam 
Khan, he ought to have received his appointment. Accordingly in 
the 6th year he came to the Court, and received charge of the 
political and financial affairs. Both Maharn Anaga, who consi¬ 
dered herself as the real Vakil and Mun'im Khan who ostensibly 
held that post, were vexed. At last in the 7th year 1 , on 12th 
Ramadan, 969 A. H. (16th May, 1562 A.D) when Atka Khan, 
Mun'im Khan and Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad Khan were engaged in 
public business in the Hall of Audience, Adham Khan son of Maharn 
Anaga, who out of his pride of youth and prosperity was a fearless 
desperado, and innately given to creating disturbances, came there 
and all the officers stood up out of respect. As Adham Khan was 
full of envy and regarded him as a rival, he laid hold of his dagger 
and advanced. He said to Khusham Beg his servant “Strike this 
traitor”. He unsheathed his dagger and struck it into Atka Khan’s 
breast. The latter was wounded and in consternation fled towards 
the royal harem. Another of the servants of that murderer (Adham 
Khan) struck him with a sword in the courtyard of the Hall and 
finished him. There was a great uproar in the royal palace, and the 


1 For a detailed account of the murder etc. see Akbartnima Text fl, pp. 
174-178 and Beveridge’s translation 11 , pp. 269-275. 
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Emperor waking up asked for an explanation. He then inflicted 
retribution on Adham Khan, as has been related in his account. 

Verse 

Would that he had been martyred the following year 

As then the chronogram of his death would have been Khan Shahid 1 . 

On hearing of this catastrophe, the Atka Khail 2 armed themselves 
and blocked the way of Adham Khan. Although they heard that 
he had been killed, but on account of the high position and 
influence of Maharn Anaga they regarded the statement as false 
and went on creating a disturbance. At last some of them went and 
saw for themselves what had happened; and the disturbance was 
over. Akbar took great pains to comfort and console the sons and 
brothers of the martyred Khan, and to train and promote the members 
of the clan. Atka Khail were a large crowd. Offices of 5,000 to 
100 were in their hands. No other family was at that time so large 
and powerful. There were also many foster-brothers of the Emperor, 
and most of them attained the ranks of 5,000 and 4,000. It is not 
known whether there were ever so many foster-brothers so highly 
placed under any other Sovereign. 

MUHAMMAD KHAN BANGASH 3 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 771774) 

In the beginning he was Jamd‘atdar (Jama'dar). The Barah 
Saiyids brought him to notice and introduced him into royal ser- 

1 The martyred t^han, which according to Abjad yields 970. 

2 The Atka f£hail formed a very influential clan in the Panjab, and Akbar 
found it necessary to remove them from there in the 13th year; see Akbarnama 
Text II, pp. 332, 333, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 486-488, and note I on p. 
486. 

3 A much more detailed account of Muhammad ghan Bangash was pub¬ 
lished by Irvine in his classical article The Bangash Nawabs of Farrukhabad, 
journ. As. Soc. Bengal, XLVII, pp. 268-357. The account in Maathir deals not 
only with Muhammad Khan, but includes short notices of his sons Qa'im Khan 
and Ahmad Khan. 
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vice 1 2 . In the 3rd year of Muhammad Shah’s reign 1 , in the battle 
which took place with Qutb-ul-Mulk under the generalship of Sultan 
Ibrahim, the Khan was with Qutb-ul-Mulk. He came with his follow¬ 
ing and joined the Emperor, and rendered useful service, and received 
a high rank and the title of Ghadanfar Jang 3 4 . In the 13th year corres¬ 
ponding to 1143 A.H' 1 . (1730-31 A.D.) he was appointed Governor of 
Malwa on the death of Raja Girdhar 5 Bahadur. At that time he led a 
force against Chattarsal 6 Bundlla, and having fought with him for a 
year he released from him the royal estates of which he had taken 
possession. Chattarsal was awaiting his opportunity, and after the said 
Khan had dismissed the additional forces, Chattarsal joined with the 
Mahrattas, and suddenly advanced and besieged him in GarhI. After 
a siege of four months, as there was an outbreak of Plague, the 
Mahratta army abandoned the siege and left. Chattarsal was still 
persisting with the siege when Qa’itn Khan the son of the Khan arrived 
with a force, and as a result Chattarsal made peace. The Mian was 

1 See Irvine, op. cit., p. 274. He was presented to the Emperor Farrukh- 
siyar at Barahpul on 9th February, 1713, and received various honours and 
assignments. 

2 Muhammad Shah’s enthronement took place at Bidyapur (at Tajpur 
about 4 miles from Bidyapur according to a footnote of Sir Jadun3th in Irvine’s 
Later Mugbals, II, p. 1, note) on 15th Dhul Qa’da 1131 A.H. (28 September 
1719 A.D.). The battle referred to is that of Hasanpur which took place on 
13th and 14th Muharram, 1133 A. H. (13th and 14th November, 1720 A.D.). 
see Irvine, lac. cit. pp, 85-93. See also Irvine, ]ourn. As. Soc. Bengal, XLVII. 
pp. 280-282. 

3 in the Text is certainly incorrect. 

4 Sec Irvine, hum. As. Soc. Bengal, XLVII, p. 305, where it is stated that 
the “Sanad for Malwa is dated 17th Rabi I of the 12th year”, i.e. in 1730 A. D. 

5 Raja Girdh.ir Bahadur was appointed Governor of Malwa in place of 
Nizam-ul-Mulk in 1725 and was killed in a battle with Mahrattas in the 

neighbourhood of Ujjain on 8th December 1728, sec Irvine, Later Mugbals, II, 
pp. 152, 243. 

6 in the Text is an error for QL* For an account of 
the expedition against the Bundilas see Irvine, loc. cit., pp. 284-305. 
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now free and proceeded to the Court. In the battle with Nadir Shah 
he was in the rearguard. He died at his appointed time. After his 
death his eldest son Qa’im Khan 1 became Faujddr of the estates of 
Farrukhabad etc. in the Siiba of Akbarabad. Later when Safdar 
Jang became the Vaz'ir, he, at the instance of the latter (Safdar Jang), 
attacked Sa‘d Ullah Khan son of ‘Alt Muhammad Khan Rohila and 
besieged him in Badayun. Though the latter made entreaties, they 
were of no avail. Being helpless he came out and engaged in battle. 
Qa’im Khan and his brothers were killed. When Safdar Jang incited 
Emperor Ahmad Shah and wanted to confiscate Qa’im Kh an’s estates, 
the latter’s mother came veiled, and settled the matter for sixty lacs of 
rupees 2 . Safdar Jang confiscated all the garganas, but gave back 
Farrukhabad with twelve villages which had formed the perpetual 
grant ( Altamgha) of Qa’im Khan’s mother since Farrukh-siyar’s time. 
He appointed Nawal Rai to collect the revenues, and went off to 
Delhi after the Emperor. Ahmad Khan the brother of Qa’im JCJ)an 
collected a force of Afghans, and killed Nawal Rai in a battle. Safdar 
Jang who had set out from Delhi to help Nawal Rai on hearing of the 
catastrophe came to a place between the towns of Patiyali 3 * and Saha- 
war in 1163 A.H. (1749-50 A.D.), and engaged Ahmad Khan. He 
was signally defeated, and escaped in his canopied (brass) haudah. 
Though he was wounded, and his driver and a special attendant 
( sawar-i-kbauids ) had been killed, but he escaped from the clutches of 
the Afghans owing to their being unware of his being in the haudab. 
Ahmad Khan sent his son Mahmud Khan to confiscate the province 
of Oudh, and himself went to Allahabad. He did not fail to plunder 
and to take prisoners (on the way). In 1164 A.H. Safdar Jang 

1 For Qa’im l£han, see Irvine, ]ourn. As. Soc. Bengal, XLVII, pp. 371- 

3 8 3 - 

2 Sec Irvine, Journ. As. Soc. Bengal, XLVIII, p. 53. where the amount is 
given as fifty lacs of rupees. 

3 Sail in the Text should be Patiyali (Patiali), see Irvine, loc. tit., p, 71. 

The battle took piece on 24th September, 1750. 



ttl-Umari ] Muhammad Khan Niyaz! 163 

collected a force and having allied himself with Mulhar Rao Hdlkar 
and Jai Apa Sindhia advanced to retrieve the position. 

The Mahrattas first drove off Shadil Khan 1 who was the Governor 
of Kul Jalesar on behalf of Ahmad Khan. Ahmad Khan, who was 
besieging Allahabad, on receipt of this news started for Farrukhabad. 
The Mahrattas followed him and besieged him there. He made most 
of his opportunity and went away to Husainpur which was a better 
fortified place. On the day when Sa’d Ullah Khan son of ‘All Muha¬ 
mmad Khan came to his assistance, a battle took place. He was 
defeated and took refuge in the skirts of the hills. His country was 
devastated. At last he humbled himself and made peace in accordance 
with Safdar Jang’s wishes. For a long time he managed affairs in his 
country, and his good nature became well known. He was most 
assiduous in attending to many high born men and women who took 
refuge with him after the sack of the Capital 2 , and without expecting 
any service of them sent monthly allowances to the house of each one 
of them. His behaviour to people was very gentle and humble, and 
he left a record for the time of doing good without expecting a return 3 4 5 . 
There is no information about his descendants 1 . 

MUHAMMAD KHAN NIYAZ! 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 372-376) 

He was an Amir of the time of Akbar, and was distinguished by 
his services among the Afghan officers of his Court. The author of the 
Tabacjat-i-Akbarl states that he had attained the rank of 2,000 s , but 

1 Shadi f£han in the Text, but it should be Shadil Khan Cihilza’i, see 
Irvine, loc. cit., p. 86. 

2 Irvine, loc. cit., p. 128 ct seq. 

3 For Ahmad Khan's habits and character sec Irvine, he. cit., pp. 

154-159. 

4 For his children see Irvine, loc. cit., pp. 159, 160. 

5 This is apparently incorrect, as in the Tabaqat-i-Akburi, De’s Text II, 
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Shaikh Abul Fadl in the 40th Ilahl year does not place his rank higher 
than 500. In Jahangir’s reign, however, he rose to a high rank and 
became famous. It is stated that Jahangir proposed to award titles to 
three persons, but they refused. They were Mlrza Rustam Safavl 1 , 
Khwaja Abul Hasan Turbatl 2 and Muhammad Khan NiyazI 3 . The 
last mentioned said “What name can I take that is higher than mine, 
which is Muhammad?” In the beginning of his career he distin¬ 
guished himself in Bengal in company with Shahbaz Khan 4 Kambu. 
He specially acquired a name for bravery and courage in the battles on 
the Brahmaputra. It is stated that Shahbaz Khan in view of his com¬ 
panionship and service used to give him a lac of rupees every year 
from his own resources. In the Thatha campaign he was an auxiliary 
of Khan-Khanan. 

When in the year 1000 5 A.H. (1591-92 A.D.) Mlrza Jam Beg 
the ruler of Sindh came out of the fort where he was besieged, and 
proceeded towards Slwistan so that he might attack the boats of the 
victorious army, Khan- Kh anan sent a force, which included Muhammad 
Khan NiyazI, in that direction and himself followed later. When the 
force sent reached the boats, some thought that they should fortify 


p. 452, it is stated: ^ 1^*1 £h jt See also De’s 

translation II, p. 680. 

1 See Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 540, 541, where 
a short biography of his is given. 

2 Maatbir-ul-Vmara, III, pp. 434-441. 

3 Ibid I, pp. 737-739. Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 128-130. 

4 For Shahbaz Khan Kambu see Maatbir-ul-Umara, II, pp. 590-601 and 
Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 436-440. The battles on the 
Brahmaputra are detailed in Akbarnama Text III, pp. 438-440, Beveridge s 
translation III, pp. 657-659, in the account of the 28th year of Akbar s reign in 
/584 A.D. There is no mention, however, of Muhammad I^ban NiyazI there. 
See also Riyad-us-Salatm (Salam’s translation), p. 167, and Stewart, History of 
Bengal, pp. 178, 179, 

5 Akbarnama Text III, pp. 6o8, 609, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 929- 
931; see also Maathir-i-Rahimi (Hidayat Husain edn.) II, pp. 357 " 373 - 
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Lakh!, and await reinforcements, but on the urgent representation of 
the brave men it was decided to fight. Under the leadership of Muha¬ 
mmad Khan Niyaz! they passed Lakh!, and engaged the enemy. The 
latter drove off the vanguard and the right and left wings and were 
exultant at their success. Muhammad Khan arrived with the centre 
and by hard fighting defeated the enemy which were 5,000 strong, 
while the imperial force did not consist of more than 1,200 soldiers. 
Mirza Jan! turned back several times and fought, but it was without 
effect. It is stated that from this date Khan-Khanan had full confi¬ 
dence in his leadership. In the time of Jahangir in the battle of 
Khirk!—which was one of the famous engagements in the Deccan— 
Khan-Khanan entrusted the charge of his son Shah Nawaz Khan 1 to 
Muhammad Khan and Yaqub Khan Badakhsh! who were both experien¬ 
ced soldiers of the time. On that day Muhammad Khan employed an 
excellent stratagem. He took possession of the stream which flowed 
through the plain (of battle), and stopped all its crossings. He held its 
bank, and did not allow Shah Nawaz Khan to rush forward. Malik 
‘Ambar with all his force and equipment was met by a shower of 
arms and bullets wherever he tried to cross. Malik ‘Ambar lost 
many of his troops and was compelled to fly; owing to the pursuit of 
his brave foes he found no resting place till he reached his base 
(home). 

When Prince Shah Jahan undertook the campaign in the Deccan, 
Muhammad Khan did not slacken in the performance of brave deeds. 

1 His name was Iraj and he was the eldest son of Khan-Khanan ‘Abd-ur- 
Rahim. He was granted the title of Shah Nawaz I£han in the 6th year, 1611 
A.D., of Jahangir’s reign, sec Tuzuk-i-Jahangm (Rogers and Beveridge) 1 , p. 197. 
For his life see Maathir-i-Rahimi (Hidayat Husain edn.) II, pp. 6x2-635, and 
Maathir-ttl-lJmara II, pp. 645-648. The battle of Khirki is mentioned in the 
last work on p. 646 as having taken place in the 10th year of Jahangir’s reign 
in 1024 A.H. (1615 A.D.). It is called Karki in Tttzuk (of. cit., p. 314) and 
Kirki by Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, p. 263; while m Maiithir-ul-U tnara, 
II, p. 647, it is stated that it is now known as Aurangabad, and is situated 5 kos 
from Daulaiabad. The battle took place some miles from Kirki. 
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In face Muhammad Khan was a conscientious official and was gener¬ 
ally liked by most people. It is said that he had divided his time, 
both during day and night, and during his life of eighty-five years 
made no change whatsoever in it; occasionally, however, when travelling 
or during sudden expeditions there were some omissions. From the 
last three hours of the night till sunrise he spent the time in reading the 
Qur’an, and till six hours of the day he used to read commentaries and 
books of travel. Consequently he was fully conversant with the Afghan 
genealogies. After that he took his food and rested, and in the end 
of the day he attended to business. The first part of the night he 
spent in discussions with soldiers, ‘Ulamd and faqtrs, and spent the 
next six hours in the harem. He was also ceremonious about eating, 
and had a posse of sentries on duty at that time. Most of his soldiery 
belonged to his tribe. If one of them died, he assigned his full pay 
to his son. If, however, he was childless, his other heirs received half 
his pay. He was possessed of devotion, piety and orthodoxy in full 
measure. He never failed to perform ablutions. People told tales 
about his miracles. He died in 1037 A.H. (1627-28 A.D.). Ba¬ 
rnard afiltya Muhammad Khan (The saint Muhammad Khan is dead) 
is the chronogram. 

As he spent much time in the Deccan, and the pargana of AshtI 1 
in Berar on the further (»'.<?. east) side of the river Wardha 2 was in 
his fief, he made his home in that town. Through his efforts he great¬ 
ly developed the place by increasing its population and erecting build¬ 
ings, He was buried there. Ahmad Khan 3 , his son and successor, 
built a tomb and a mosque, and laid out a garden; this public park 
was greatly frequented by the public. At present the town, the 
pargana and in fact the whole neighbourhood has become desolate. 


1 In the Wardha District due west of Nagpur in the Central Provinces, see 
Imperial Gazetteer, VI, p. 11. 

2 Imperial Gazetteer, XXIV, pp. 375, 376, 

3 Maathir-ul-Umara Text I, pp. 185-188, Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 
167, 168. 
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Out of a hundred houses there is only one with a light in it (i.e, is 
occupied), and one village in ten yields rent. No one of the family 
either is left, who holds any position 1 . 

(HAJI) MUHAMMAD KHAN SISTANI 
(Vol. I, pp. 548-551) 

He was one of the distinguished servants of Bairam Khan 2 , who 
always treated him as a companion and counsellor. Accordingly in 
the year 961 A.H. (1551A.D.), when a number of insurgents made 
certain representations to Humayun about Bairam Khan, who was then 
Governor of Qandahar, the King went there from Kabul. After reach¬ 
ing there he was convinced that there was no truth whatever in all that 
had been said, and after spending the winter there, he confirmed Bairam 
Khan in his post at Qandahar, and returned. As a precautionary 
measure, however, he took Haji Muhammad 3 with him, as people 
always suspected him of plotting. After the conquest of India, he, 
through Bairam Khan's instrumentality, received the title of Khan and 
promotion to a high office. In the 1st year of Akbar’s reign, when 
i he Emperor started towards Delhi from Jalandhar to extirpate Hcmu, 
lie sent Khidr Khwaja Khan 4 with Haji Muhammad Khan Slstani and 
a her officers to Lahore to put down Sikandar Shah Sur and to settle 
he affairs of the Siiba of Panjab. When the defeat of TardI Beg 
I h m in the vicinity of Delhi introduced confusion in the affairs, 
Mulla ‘Abdullah Makhdum-ul-Mulk, who outwardly declared himself 
a supporter of the Emperor, but in secret was a partisan of the 

1 See Blochmann, loc. cit., p. 541, note 2 and Beveridge, loc. cit., pp. 168 
t note 5 in respect to AshtI and the tombs of the father and the son. 

For Bairam f£han Khan-Khanan see Maathir-ul-Umara Text I, pp. 381- 
I Beveridge's translation I, pp. 368-378. 

i Akbarnama Text I, p. 334, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 612. 

! In Akbarnama Text II, p. 31, Beveridge’s translation p. 50, it is stated 
tli, Akhar left fitiidr Khwaja I£han to settle the Panjab affairs and quel the 
,ii enhances caused by Hemu. 
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Afghans, wrote to Sikandar Sur instigating him to come from the 
Siwalik hills. Khwaja Khidr Khan 1 left the defence of the city to 
Haji Muhammad Khan Slstanl 2 3 and went himself to oppose Sikandar 
Sur. When the HajI became convinced of the bad faith of the Mulla, 
he tortured him with racks and irons, and, having buried him up to 
the waist in the ground, cook from him certain treasures which he had 
buried in a miserly fashion under the earth. In the 3rd year, 966 
A.H. (1559 A.D.), Bairam Khan became alienated from Mulla Plr 
Muhammad SharwanT, who was his deputy and Vakil of the empire, 
and having taken from him the insignia of office sent him to the fort 
of Biyana; in his place he appointed HajI Muhammad Khan as the 
Vakil. At the time when Akbar became alienated from Bairam 
Khan, and leaving Agra for hunting came to Delhi, Bairam Khan, on 
receiving the news that royal attitude towards him had changed, did 
not at first believe it. Later, however, when he was convinced that 
Akbar had actually broken off with him, he deemed it expedient to 
send HajI Muhammad Khan 4 and other officers to the Court, and des¬ 
patched them with messages of obedience, loyalty and all apologies 
for his offences. When HajI Muhammad Khan reached the Presence, 
he saw that the Emperor was highly displeased, and realized that it 
was best to remain silent. He also did not receive permission to 
depart. Afterwards when Bairam g3ve himself up, and coming out 
of the Siwaliks waited upon Akbar, and was granted leave to go on 
pilgrimage to Hijaz, Akbar sent HajI Muhammad Khan Slstanl and 
Tarsun Muhammad Khan to accompany him, and acting as his guides 


1 So in the Text, but the correct name is Khidr Khwaja Khan. 

2 Haji Muhammad KJ]an was left in charge of Lahore and tortured 
Mulla 'Abdullah Sultanpuri, Shaiyi-ul-Isiam, Makhdum-ul-Mulk, see Akbarnama, 
Text II, p. 47, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 73. 

3 Akbarnama, Text II, p. 87, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 132. 

4 Bairam Khan sent Tarsun Mahammad Khan, Haji Muhammad Khan 
and Khwaja Amin-ud-Din Mahmud with the message of submission etc., 
Akbarnama Text II, p. 96, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 145. 
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to escort him over the dangerous roads up to the borders of the impe¬ 
rial territories 1 . 

It is stated that one day, on the road, Bairam Khan said to the 
HajI, “The opposition of no one has pained me so much as your 
unfaithfulness. You have forgotten all your old obligations.” HajI 
Muhammad Khan replied, “You in spite of your assertions of loyalty 
and faithfulness to Humayun, and all favours and kindness shown to 
you by Akbar, rebelled and drew the sword. What occurred is well 
known. If I withdrew from your companionship, what is there extra¬ 
ordinary in it”. Bairam was ashamed and did not reply. HajI Muha¬ 
mmad Khan conducted him to the borders of Nagor and then returned 
to the Court; and afterwards was always attached to the royal stirrups. 
He fought bravely in the field, and was raised to the rank of 3,000. 
In the 12th year when Akbar marched to take Chittor, he was sent 
from fort of Gagrun 2 , which is situated on the border of Malwa, with 
Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad Khan to extirpate the sons of Sultan Muha¬ 
mmad Mlrza who flying from Sarkar Sambhal were stirring up distur¬ 
bances in that province; and received a fief in the Sarkar of Mandu. 
In the 20th year he was appointed an auxiliary of the Bengal forces, 
and in the battle' 1 against Da’ud Khan KararanI when affairs were 
confused, he was in the company of Khan-Khanan Mun'im Khan and 
was wounded. When Khan-Khanan took up his residence in the city 
of Gaur, which in the early days was the Capital of Bengal, a large 
number of nobles and great men fell victims to the ravages of Malaria. 
HajI Muhammad Khan 4 also died there of the same disease in 983 

A.H. (1575-76 A.D.). 

1 Akbarnama Text II, pp. u 7 , u8, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 179- 
182. 

2 Ibid p. 313, Ibid p. 462. 

3 Battle of Takaro'i or Haripur on 3rd March, 1575, Akbarnama Text 
III, pp. 122-124, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. * 74 -177; see a l so Blochmann’s 
translation of A'irt, I (2nd edn.), pp. 405, 4 ° 7 - 

4 See Blochmann, loc. cit., pp. 4 ° 5 > 4°d for his life, and pp. 407, 408 
for a list of the officers who died of Malaria at Gaur in 983 A. H. 
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MUHAMMAD MURAD KHAN I 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 2 I9-221) 

He was the son of Amir Beg 1 Mughal, and one of Akbar’s officers 
of the rank of 3,000. In the 9th year he was appointed with Asaf 
Khan 2 ‘Abdul Majid to conquer the country of Garh Katanka 3 . In 
the 1 2th year he received a fief in Malwa and was sent with Shihab- 
ud-Dln Ahmad 4 to put down Ibrahim Husain Mirza and Muhammad 
Husain Mirza. When the Mlrzas becoming frightened of the royal 
armies fled and took the route to Gujarat, the officers of the expedition 
all halted in their respective fiefs, and the said Khan also took up his 
quarters in Ujjain which formed a part of his fief. In the 13th year 5 
when the Mlrzas again came to Malwa from Kjhandesh, and stirred up 
strife round Ujjain, the said Khan and Mir ‘Aziz Ullah Divan of the 
Stiba of Malwa having received news of their evil intentions two days 
ahead, took steps to strengthen the fort of Ujjain. When the news 
reached the Emperor (Akbar), he deputed a force under Qullj Khiln. 
The Mlrzas were frightened of the royal army and hastened towards 
Mandu. The Khan and other Amirs pursued them. The Mlrzas 
crossed the Narbada. In the 17th year when the Mlrzas stirred up 
a disturbance in the province of Gujarat, and the Malwa fiefholders, 
in accordance with the Orders, joined Mirza ‘Aziz Koka, Muhammad 
Murad Khan also came, and on the day of the battle 6 was in the left 

1 Amir Khan Mughal Beg according to Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I 
(2nd edn.), p. 4 t >4 where Murad Khan’s biography is given. 

2 For his life see Maatbir-al-Umara Text I, pp. 77-83, Beveridge’s 
translation I, pp. 36-40, and Blochmann, op. cit., pp, 395-398. 

3 For Garh Katanka or Gdndwana see Blochmann, op. cit., p. 396, 
note 2. 

4 Maathir-ul'Umara, II, pp. 567-570. His appointment to the Malwa 
expedition in che 12th year of Akbar’s reign is mentioned on p. 568. 

5 Akbarnama Text II, pp. 330, 331, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 484- 
486. 

6 Akbarnama Text II, pp. 24,25, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 33-35. 
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wing of the army. When the enemy was victorious, and dispersed 
both wings of the imperialist army, Muhammad Murad withdrew and 
became a spectator. Later according to orders, he went with Qutb- 
ud'Din Muhammad Khan Atka in pursuit of Muzaffar (Gujarati). 
Afterwards he was deputed with Mun‘im Khan to conquer Bengal. 
In the 19th year he was sent by Khan-Khanan towards Fathabad and 
Bogla 1 with a view to maintaining peace in that area. When Khan- 
Kh anan died, and Da’ud and others raised disturbances in that 
country, the said Khan left Jalesar 2 (in Orissa) and came to Tanda. 
In the 25th year corresponding to 958 A.H. (1551 A.D.) he died in 
the same district. 


MUHAMMAD MURAD KHAN II 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 682-692) 

He was the son of Murshad Qull Khan Muhammad Husain. 
His maternal grandmother had the name of Mah Banu; she was 
brought up by Najiba Begam\ an aunt of Aurangzlb. Later she had 
great influence in the royal seraglio. On this account the Khan and 
Mir Malang his sister's son—who was Kam Bakhsh’s Mir Bakhshi 
and received the title of Ahsan Khan—were brought up in the harem. 
His father had the title of Murshad Qull Khan. His brother Mirza 
Muhammad 4 was at first the Accountant of the Gbusalkhdna, and in 
the 27th year, when he was deputed to collect the balance of the 

The battle took place at Pattan on 22nd January, 1873. and was nearly lost, 
but was retrieved by Mirza ‘Aziz Koka and Qutb-ud-Din Muhammad Khan 
Atka. 

1 Akbarnama Text 111 , p. 119, Beveridge's translation 111 , p. 169. Baglana 
in the Text is a mistake for Bogla in the Baqargunj District, Bengal. 

2 Akbarnama Text III, p. 161, Beveridge’s translation Ill, p. 161. 

3 She was the sister of Mumtaz Mahal, the famous queen of Shah Jahan 
who is buried in the Taj Mahal at Agra. 

4 Apparently the Mirza Muhammad who is mentioned in Maatbir-i- 
'Alamgiri, p, 245, as having been sent to Qutb-uLMulk. 
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tribute due from Abul Hasan 1 , an order was passed that “As we 
know you to be a household-born and one who is acquainted with our 
wishes, it is proper that, as others have been led away by avarice, 
you should not flatter him. Rather you should speak to him plainly, 
and be rude to him so that he also may be rude to you, and we may 
thus have a cause for his extermination 2 .” So he went, and, in 
accordance with the Emperor’s wishes, used audacious language and 
behaved improperly. Abul Hasan bore all this patiently. It is 
stated that one day Abul Hasan remarked: “I also am a King of 
this country. Why am I treated with contempt?” Mlrza Muham¬ 
mad became angry and replied,'“You have no right to use the appella¬ 
tion of king with your name; this very presumption will be the cause 
of anger on the part of ‘Alamgir Badshah.” Abul Hasan replied, 
“Mlrza Muhammad, this objection of yours is incorrect. If I am not 
to be called a king, how can His Majesty ‘Alamgir be styled as the 
King of Kings?” 

In the beginning of his career the Khan was granted the title of 
Sa'adat Khan, and appointed to the high post of the Recorder for the 
whole of the Deccan. In the 27th year when the King deputed 
Sultan Muhammad Mu‘azzam on the expedition of Ramdara, the 
Khan was appointed Recorder of the Prince's army. Later when the 
Prince was sent against Abul Hasan, he was promoted to the post of 
the Dwan of Khan Jahan Bahadur’s army. In one of the battles 
there his loyalty was made apparent by his being wounded. After¬ 
wards when the Prince’s expedition after repeated fights with Abul 
Hasan ended in a peace, the Khan was greatly favoured and left 
behind to collect the balance of the tribute. As the peace was not 
approved of by the King, he, in the 29th year, after conquering 

1 For Abul Hasan Tana or Qutb Shah see Irvine’s note in Manucci, IV, 
p, 444 and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, IV, pp. 330-386. 

2 This is apparently adapeed from IChafl Khan, II, p. 294, but there is no 
mention of the precious stones which Aurangzib demanded of Abul Hasan, 
See also Siyar-ul «/-Afxta'a khkh rin (Nawal Kishore edn.), I, p. 349. translation, 
Calcutta reprint edn. IV, pp. 166-168. 
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Bijapur proceeded to Golconda. He communicated to the Khan what 
was in his mind, and sent him strict orders for the collection of the 
tribute. Abul Hasan out of vain hope deposited as a security with 
the Khan nine trays of jewels with a memorandum, and arranged that 
whatever cash also could 1 be raised should be sent to Aurangzlb with 
the jewels, the value of which was to be appraised. It so happened 
that after this arrangement Abul Hasan sent some loads 2 ( Bahngts ) of 
fruit as an offering to the King, and Sa‘adat Khan also on his 
account sent some bearers with presents of fruit. Meanwhile it 
became certain that the King was marching in that direction; 
Abul Hasan demanded back his jewels from the Khan, and appointed 
a force to go to his house. The commotion lasted two days. The 
Khan did not surrender his loyalty and remarked, “You are undoubt¬ 
edly right. But when I knew that the King and his victorious army 
were marching in this direction, I saw that my deliverance lay in my 
sending the trays of jewels to him 3 , and this I did by bearers. My 
head is at your disposal. You may kill me, but the King could not 
desire a better excuse for your extirpation than the killing of his 
envoy.” Abul Hasan left him alone. 

After the conquest of Golconda the Khan, as he did not, out of 
his good nature, wish to increase the fire (of discord), made no mention 
of one or two matters in his reports. The King came to know of 
these from some, other sources, and he was censured; his rank was 
reduced by 200 and 200 horse, and he was deprived of his title. 
During this time he tried to hand over the trays of jewels, which were 
worth about ten lacs of rupees, to the royal officials, but no one agreed 

1 The Text here is rather confused, but is quite clear in Khafi Khan, 
II, p. 323, where it is stated that as Abul Hasan found it impossible to pay 
the tribute in cash, he sent to Sa'adat £han nine trays of jewels and promised 
to raise as much cash as he could within two or three days, after which the 
whole lot was to be sent to Aurangzlb. 

2 Khafi Khan, II pp. 324. 325 - 

3 This was not correct, as he had not sent the trays of jewels to Aurang- 
zib 
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to take charge of them. After a year the officials reported about the 
matter. The King, who was appreciative of his character, remarked, 
“I am satisfied about his honesty. Take over the goods and give him 
a receipt.” During those very days he was restored to his former rank, 
and it was proposed to grant him his father’s title. He, however, 
asked for the title of Khan to be added to his name, and was designat 
ed Muhammad Murad Khan. Up to the end of Aurangzlb’s reign, 
as he was rather indifferent to the officials of the Bakhshi department, 
he only attained the rank of 700 with 400 horse. Contrary to regular 
arrangements he was the Recorder of the city and parganas of the Saba 
of Ahmadabad in succession to various officials, and also serve as Faujdar 
of GSdrah 1 and Thasrah 2 in the same province. Laterd when Bahadur 
Shah succeeded as the King, though the Khan had behaved loyally 
ever since he was a Prince to the Haidarabad expedition—when the 
said Khan was deputed by Aurangzlb as the Recorder of the Royal 
Army—but as he had the title of Sa'adat Khan at the time, 1 ‘timad 
Mian represented through Dhulfaqar Khan, who also was in ignorance 
of the change of the title, that Muhammad Murad Khan was related to 
Kam Bakhsh’s Bakhshi , and was in charge of the lands in the province 
of Gujarat which was a good recruiting ground for soldiers. According 
ly he was removed from service and summoned to the Presence. 

Though Khan-Khanan on hearing of this business, which had 
been instigated by his foes, convinced the King of his innocence, 
and an order was sent reinstating him in his charge, but he to prove 
the assignments in his charge left the affairs to other officials, and 
came to the Court in the and year of the reign. After his presenta¬ 
tion he received a robe of honour and 3 decorated sarpech, and was 
raised to the rank of 1,500 with 1,000 horse. Later on review his 
rank was advanced to 2,000 with 1,500 horse and he was appointed 
Superintendent of Branding. In the 3rd year when the King, after 

1 Headquarters of Panch Mahal district in Bombay, some 50 miles north¬ 
east of Baroda, see Imperial Gazetteer, XII, p. 301. 

2 Thasrah of the Text is probably Tausrah which is shown west of Godhra 
in Bayley’s map of Gujarat. 
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disposing the affair of K 3 m Bakhsh proceeded from Haidarabad to 
Upper India, his rank became 3,000 with 2,000 horse, and he 
was awarded the drums and appointed Governor of Bijapur. But for 
want of funds—although Dhulfaqar Khan helped him—he could 
not proceed to his taddqa. He was consequently made the 

Deputy governor of Aurangabad—the substantive appointment 
of which was with Dhulfaqar Khan — and he went there. In 
the same year he was removed from there. In the qth 

year corresponding to 1122 A. H. (1710 A. D.) he died. He 
was unique for courage and zeal. In the later years 1 when 

‘Alamglr Badshah required more troops, he sent orders to most of the 
governors that they should send to the Court the unemployed sons of 
officers on the prospect of their being taken into service. Muhammad 
Murad, who was then the Faujddr of Godra and Thasrah, on hearing 
of this represented that while His Majesty was himself proceeding 
to put down the infidels, it was unbecoming that his servants should 
sit in the shade of the wall, and rest in ease. Whatever order he 
issued in regard to the officers’ sons, he hoped that this slave (him¬ 
self) might be allowed to serve in person. The King in reply 

greatly praised him, and sent an order requiring him to come with 
the troops. He also wrote a letter of censure to Shuja'at Khan 
Khan Muhammad Beg the SUlMiddr of Gujarat, who had reported 
that there were no more men fit for service. Muhammad Murad’s 
representation was added as an appendix. Shuja'at Khan on receipt 
of this censure warned the inhabitants of the city against agreeing 
to accompany Muhammad Murad Khan. The latter on seeing this 
situation was helpless, but he arranged with a man—who formerly 
had been the Bakhshl of Shuja'at Khan’s household, but, as he 
was dissatisfied, had retired from his service sometime back—and 
by giving personal guarantee (?) collected 2 men through him, and 

1 This account is adapted from Kb a h Khan, II, pp. 478-483. 

2 According to Khafi Khan, III, p. 481, he as a result of great efforts 
collected some '500 men, and he promised to intercede specially for Hidayat 
Ullah, the retired Bakbsbi of Shuja'at Khan. 
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left for the Presence. On arrival at the royal Court he was 
appointed to the charge of a battery at the siege of the fort of 
Panhala 1 2 . 

One day one of his sons went out of the battery for recreation, 
and with a bow and arrows went in pursuit of some buffaloes which 
were grazing on the plain. As the buffaloes belonged to the fort, 
they as usual went up the hill. He came and informed his father of 
this discovery. The latter with his men established a battery in the 
waist of the hill, and representing the matter to the Emperor asked 
for assistance. The Emperor ordered Ruh Ullah Khan and Tarbiyat 
Khan co assist him. They purposely delayed, and sent a message 
to the jChan that they would never help him, and that he had better 
report that the position was untenable and he had erred in selecting 
it. When his representation was laid before the Emperor, he remark¬ 
ed, ‘‘Why did he make a futile movement? He should return to his 
battery.” But the Emperor came to know of the real facts from his 
scouts. Next day the Khan contrary to custom came alone to pay 
his respects. The Emperor said, “Why have your companions not 
come?” He said in reply, “Because they are tired of the futile 
movement that was made yesterday.” 

He was a master of repartee. It is stated that while he was 
an envoy at Haidarabad, one day in Abul Hasan’s assembly, when 
the learned men of the place were all present, there was a talk about 
the virtues of ‘Alamglr Badshah. The talk brought up a reference 
to the occasion when a disagreement arose between the Emperor 3 
and the ruler of Iran in regard to the disrespect shown to Tarbiyat 
Kh an the ambassador. An order was issued that the horses sent by 

1 Parnala in the Text. It is Panhala the historic hill-fort in Kolhapur 
State. Bombay; Imperial . Gazetteer, XIX, pp. 396, 397. For the siege of 
Panhala in 1701 A. D., see Khafi Khan, II, pp. 477-489, where Muhammad 
Murad i£han's part in occupying a hill between Panhala and Pavangarh is 
described in detail. Also see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of A urangzib, V, 
pp. 173-179. 

2 |£hafl £han, II, pp. 325-327. 
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the ruler of Iran be slaughtered and che carcasses distributed among 
the poor. Ic was said chat in spite of the very strong grounds for 
resentment this act could only be ascribed to their acting to the dictates 
of passion. The horses should have been given to the learned and the 
pious. The Khan said, the ruler of Iran played no part whatsoever in 
the matter. The real facts were that the Master of the Horse brought 
the animals for inspection while the King was engaged in reading the 
Qur’an. He wanted to defer the test of the reading to the next day 
and inspect the horses. Just then the verse 1 was read which men¬ 
tioned thac prophet Solomon while inspecting the gift of horses had 
omitted to perform the necessary prayers, and how in atonement he 
had slaughtered the horses. Accordingly Aurangzlb, with tears in 
his eyes, passed the order to regulate his will. They thereupon asked, 
“What was the reason for sending the horses to the gates of che 
houses of the Iranian officers 2 ?” The Khan replied, “This is an 
incorrect report. The real facts are that Shahjahanabad was a newly 
founded city, and there was no ward in which there was not the 
house of some Iranian officer; and such wards were known by the 
names of these officers. As the killing of horses in one place was 
objectionable on account of che crowd of the poor, it was decreed 
that one or two horses be killed and distributed in each ward.” The 
Reporter sent this news to che Court, where it reached the royal ears; 
and the Khan was praised for his skill. 

It is stated that when Ibrahim Khan Zig after his appointment 
as the SUbadar of Gujarat arrived there and Prince Btdar Bakht was 
summoned to the presence, Muhammad Murad Khan, who was 
the Faujdar of Godrah and Thasrah, received a robe of honour at 
night from che Prince and was allowed to depart to his assignment. 


1 The verses teferred to arc in Sura XXXVIII entitled S (Sad), verse 31 
onwards, see Sale, II, p. 320, note p; also Abdullah Yusul Ali, pp. 1224, 
1225. notes 4183-4187. 

2 Sec Irvine’s :dn. of Manucci II, p. 146, and note 2 for the story 
in reference to the horses. 
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As soon as he reached his home he was summoned by Ibrahim Khan 1 , 
and the latter after enquiries about the Prince informed him about 
the death of AurangzTb—news of which had just reached him—’and 
said it was essential that he should go immediately and inform the 
Prince. The Khan reached the Prince’s Darbar at midnight. The 
eunuch on duty said that the Prince was sleeping. The Khan remark¬ 
ed that the matter was urgent and the Prince must be informed. As 
the Prince turned in his bed, the eunuch represented that Muhammad 
Murad was in attendance. The Prince enquired whether he was 
wearing the dress that had been presented to him or had changed it. 
The eunuch replied that he was wearing a white dress. The Prince 
sent for him, and after hearing the news showed signs of grief. The 
Khan after expressing his sympathy congratulated him on his inheri¬ 
ting the sovereignty. The Prince said, “Certain people did not appre¬ 
ciate Aurangzlb. What likelihood is there that time would be favour¬ 
able to us. Now it will be seen what a madman they will have to 
deal with”. 

Muhammad Murad Khan had many sons and daughters. His 
eldest son Jawad ‘All Khan was an expert calligrapher. In his old age 
he was afflicted by weak eyesight and lived in retirement at Auranga¬ 
bad. His eldest daughter was married to Mir Husain son of Amanat 
Khan Mir Husain. Some other descendants of his sons are living in 
Gujarat and Aurangabad. 

MUHAMMAD QASIM KHAN BADAKHSHT 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 202-204), 

His pen-name was Maujl 2 , and he was the son-in-law of Mir 
Muhammad Jalahban 3 . He held the office of ialabban ( Raft- 

1 See also MaHthir-ul-U m/tra, II, p. 299, where the statement of Prince 
Bklar Bakht is differently worded. 

2 Akbarndma, Text 1 , p. 223, Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 450,451. 

3 In Mrs. Beveridge’s Memoirs of Babur, II, p. 599, he is mentioned as 
having built a bridge on the Ganges in 934 A. H., 1528 A. D. See also p. 
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Superintendent) in Badakhshan. When Humayun 1 in obedience to 
his father’s orders went from India to Badakhshan and spent some 
time there, he favoured Muhammad Qasim, and the latter, consider¬ 
ing the constant favours of that exalted personality to his advancement 
and benefit, continued to serve him zealously. It is stated by some 
authorities chat in his early days he was a servant of Babur, and from 
his boyhood he grew up in the service of Humayun. In any case he 
was with Humayun on the hazardous journey to Iran which had to 
be undertaken owing to adverse circumstances and misfortune, and 
was a real test of the fidelity of his followers; he followed Humayun 
on the royal stirrups. After the return from ‘Iran and the conquest 
of Kabul 2 in 954 A.H. (1547 A.D.), Humayun stayed in Badakh¬ 
shan to settle the affairs of that area. Mlrza Kamran, who had been 
waiting for an opportunity, regarded Humayun’s absence as favourable 
to himself, anc coming to Kabul took possession of the city. Huma¬ 
yun returned rapidly, and besieged it. The Muza 3 in his foolishness 
addressed himself to the punishment of innocent children and dis¬ 
honouring chaste women, and cruelly exposed Akbar, who was then 
four years old and was in the fort of Kabul, in front of guns, but he 
was protected by God. One day Mlrza Kamran hung up the wife 
of Qasim Khan by the breasts, but even this treatment did not shake 
Qasim Khan’s loyalty and zeal, it rather increased his devotion. Later 
in the reign of Akbar Qasim Khan was promoted from the post of 
Jalahbant to that of Mir Bahr (Admiral) of India. He built a delight¬ 
ful residence in the capital on the bank of the Jumna 11 . In later 

633, Mir Muhammad the raftsman was awarded a dagger as a reward for the 
excellent bridge built by him. 

t In 1527 A. D. Humayun left from near Alwar for Badakhshan, sec 
AkbarnUma, Text t, p. Ill, Beveridge's translation I, p. 267; also Mrs. Beveridge's 
Memoirs of Babur, II, p. 579. 

2 This is a reference to the recovery of Kabul by Humayun for the second 
time in April 1547 AkbarnUma, Text I, p. 267, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 
514. 

3 Sec Akbarnama, Text I. pp. 264,265, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 5 t°- 

4 Sec ante note 1. 
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days he resigned service and went into retirement. In the end oi 
975 A.H. (1572 A.D.) he died’. He wrote a poem of 6,ooo verses 
on the theme of Yfisuf'U-Ztilaikba'*. These two verses are from this 
composition 3 4 ; 


Verses 

In passing her hand of refusal she displayed its dexterity; 
From the new to the full moon are exhibited on her nails. 
Her walking transcends the bounds of description; 

For there the utmost delicacy is evident. 

And this verse is also his: 


Verse 

Cup-bearer, how long shall l dilate on my tale of woe at 

the hands of fate? 

Fill the cup, that I may free my mind of grief for a moment. 

MUHAMMAD QULI KHAN (the Convert) 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 577-580). 

He is Ncttijl Bhonsle' 1 2 , He was nearly related to the famous 
SivajT (Shivaji) and was the chief officer of his state. When as a 

1 Literally—He drew the boat of his life to the bank of non-existence; 
apparently an allusion to his office as the Admiral. 

2 The famous Matlsnavi of (ami, see Ivanow, Descriptive Cal. Persian 
Mss. A. S. D. (1924), p, 270. 

3 Other verses by MaujI ate reproduced in Badayiini’s Munlakhab-ul 
Tawdrikb, Text III, pp. 324-326, Haig’s translation III, pp. 448-450. 

4 More correctly Netuji Palkar, or Netiji Palkar {Cambridge History of 
India, IV, p. 254), the famous general of Shivaji, who played an important part in 
the rout of Bijapuri army after Afdal Johan’s murder. According to Kincaid & 
Parasnis, History of the Maratba People , p. 39, he was one of the three people 
whom Shivaji took into his confidence, and he was to be the Regent for his young 
son Shatnbhuji in case Shivaji was killed. His name is Nathuji in f^lyafi ^han, II, 
p. 191. According to Grant Duff, History of the Mahrattas (1921 edn.) I, pp. 
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result; of the masterly campaign of Mirza Raja Jai Singh, Sivaji, in the 
8th 1 year of Aurangzib’s reign, entered on the path of obedience and 
loyalty to the Emperor, and his son Sambhajl (Sliambujl), who was 
eight years old, became a servant of the State, it was also agreed that 
he (Shambujl) would accompany the Raja, and his army and attendants 
will be in attendance to perform service. Siva also, in case there was 
an important duty in those regions, would gird up la is loins and render 
military duty in person. At this time Nftuji, who was his confidant 
and the head ol his troops, was on the recommendation of Mlrza Raja 
raised to chc rank of 5,000. When the Raja, after the conclusion of 
the expedition against Siva, was deputed to accack the Bljiipur terri¬ 
tory, NgrujI, in the beginning of that campaign as the leader of Siva’s 
forces, rendered valuable service. He by his own exertions conquered 
Mangalbera 2 and other forts on the border of Bljapur from the ‘Adil- 
Shaht forces, and established imperial stations ( Thanas ) there. 

As the Raja did not really intend to besiege Bljapur, and moreover 
did not have the necessary paraphernalia for the siege, he turned back 
when he was five kos from Bljapur, and proceeded to chastise the Bija- 
puri leaders who had entered the imperial territories and had stirred up 
a commotion. He sent Siva to the fort of Panhala 3 , which was one 
of ‘Adil Shah’s great forts, in order that the enemy might be alarmed 
and send part of their forces in that direction; and if Siva was success¬ 
ful he should conquer the fort. Siva arriving at the foot of the fort 
attacked it with his men, but, as the garrison had been forewarned, 

128,157, he was ,11’pointed Suriwbal in 1657 and continued to play an active 
part in all campaigns up to 1664. According to MaSthir'i-'Alarngtri, p. 58, 
and f^hafi ^dian, II, p. 200, he was the son-in-law ( Khwesh ,) of Shivaji. 

1 Raja Jai Singli was appointed to the Dcccan campaign in the 7th year, 
1074 A.H., and successfully concluded the campaign with the Treaty of Puran- 
dliar (Piuandar) in the 8th year, 1075 A.H.(i6f>5 A.D.), see Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, 
pp. 48, 50, 51. Also see Irvine’s edition of Manned II, pp. 120-125, 137, and 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Shivaji, pp. 105-138. 

2 Mangalbirah Mangalvcdhe) in Sarkar’s Shivaji, j>. 133. 

3 Parnala in the Text, see also Manned, IV, p. 436- where it is called 
Panalah. 
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they resisted and a battle ensued. Siva lost a number of his men, 
and retired to the fort of Khelna which was twenty kos distant and 
in his possession. At this time there arose a disagreement between 
him and Netuji the general of his forces, and the latter left and 
joined the Bljapuris. He, in company with the Bijapurl officers, left 
no stones unturned in creating disturbances in the imperial territories. 
The Muza Raja, in view of the prevailing conditions and as a matter 
of policy, by cajolery and skilful handling conciliated him, and he 
again entered on the path of obedience. In the beginning of the 9th 
year through good luck he gave up his wicked ways and leaving the 
enemy joined the Raja, When the Raja turned his reins towards 
Aurangabad, he kept Netuji under surveillance in Fathabad Dharwar. 

It happened chat at this time 1 the crafty Siva, who, of his own 
accord had gone to the Court, fled from Agra where the Emperor was 
staying at the time. Accordingly an order 2 3 was sent to the Raja to 
contrive to get hold of Nctu, and to send him to the Court, lest he 
should once again be induced by his old companionship to join the 
fugitive. The Raja appointed a force to take him and his son from 
Fathabad, and place him at Bir in the charge of Diler Khan, who in 
accordance with orders was proceeding to the Court. Dil^r KhaM 
crossed the Narbada and according to orders was appointed to Chanda. 
Netu after arrival at the Court was handed over to Fida’I Khan 4 A.ltr 
Atish, and a party of the artillery men was appointed to look after 

1 This happened in the 9th year of Aurangzib's reign in 1076 A.H. (1666 
A.D.), see 'Alamgtrnama,' p. 971; Manned, op. cit., pp. 139, 140; Sarkar, op. 
tit., pp. 150-157. In the last work full details and references to most sources arc 
given. 

2 jKhafi Indian, II, p. zog. 

3 Diler fyhati Da’iidza’i, see Maathir-ul-Umara, II, pp. 42-56, Beveridge's 
translation, I, pp. 495-505. 

4 His account is given under his titular name A'zam Khan Koka in 
MttAthir-til-lJmara, I, pp. 247-252, Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 311-314. He 
was appointed Superintendent of Artillery or Mir Atish in the 4th year of 
Aurangzib’s reign. 
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him. After some days 1 he conceived a desire to turn a Muhammadan. 
When the King was informed of this through the Khan (Fida’i), he 
pardoned Netfl’s offences, and favoured him in various ways. That 
favourite of fortune, who had spent his life in idolatory, had the good 
fortune of acquiring a knowledge of the edicts of the holy Islam, and 
his mind was cleared of the darkness of polytheism. After having 
been trained in the tenets and observances of Islam, he became the 
recipient of royal favours; he was exalted by appointment to the rank 
of 3,000 with 2,000 horse, and granted the title of Muhammad Qull 
Khan and other high indulgences. Later 2 3 he was appointed as an 
auxiliary to Kabul, and received an elephant. By his instrumentality 
his uncle Kundaji also embraced Islam, and received the rank of x ,000 
with 800 horse. 

MUHAMMAD QULI KHAN BARLAS 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 204-207). 

He was a descendant of the Barantaqs^. His noble tribe was 
greatly esteemed and distinguished in the service of the Chaghta’T 
sovereigns. His great-grandfather Amir Chaku-i-Barlas 4 was one of 
the chief officers of Amir Timur. Muhammad Qull was a cultured 

1 See £hafi Khan, II, p. 207. The date o£ his circumcision is given as 1st 
of Shawwal 1077 A.H. (27th March, 1667 A.D.), see Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 60. 
See Manucci, op. cit., p. 139, note 1, where his new name is wrongly given as 
Murshid Qull Khan, and also Grant Duff, op cit., p. 173, note 6. 

2 See Manucci, op. cit., p. 140. It is curious that in the Maathir biogra¬ 
phy no mention is made of his escape to the Deccan at a later date where he 
caused much trouble to the imperialists, see Kh.ifi Khan, II, p. 207. lhe date 
according to Saikar, op. cit., p. 288, was June 1676, when he returned to the 
Deccan “after ten years’ service under the Delhi Government as a Muhammadan, 
and he had ‘now been remade a Hindu’ by means of religious purification.’' 

3 See Bloclunann’s translation of A in, I (2nd edn.), p. 3 ^ 4 ’ note 1 1 where 
Barmaq is given as a variant for Barantaq. 

4 Amir Jaku Barlas in the Text, but as Blochmann, 
loc. cit., has shown it is Chaku. 
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man of good judgement, and was distinguished amongst his compeers 
for his bravery and skill for leadership. In the time of Humayun he, 
as a result of his distinguished descent and valuable services, was raised 
to the rank of an Amir, and received Multan as his fief. In the 
beginning of Akbar’s reign he 1 and Shams-ud-Dln Khan Atka were 
deputed to bring the Begams, and the wives and families of the Amirs 
and other servants, who were disheartened on account of their absence 
and the lack of their households; it was thought that if the families 
were brought to India, the officers would perhaps become attached to 
India and give up their yearnings for returning to Kabul. After his 
return he received the fief of Nag5r 2 and was for some time the 
Governor of Malwa. 

During the period of his attendance at the Court, Khwftja Had! 
known as Khwaja Kalan, who was his son-in-law, managed the pro¬ 
vince as his deputy. The rebel Mirzas attacked him, and though out 
of respect for his noble descent they did not kill him, they in fact 
ravaged the whole area 3 . In the 12th year he was appointed to proceed 
against Iskandar Khan Ozbeg 4 , who out of pride was behaving rebelli- 
ously in Oudh. When at this time Khan Zaman and Bahadur Khan 5 
Shaibani who were the leaders of the rebels, received the punishment 
for their deeds and were arrested. Iskandar Khan took to flight and 
became a vagabond. The Sarkar of Oudh was granted in fief to 

1 The names of other officers who were sent with Muhammad Qull Khan 
are given in Akbarndma , Text II, p. 17 and Beveridge’s translation II, p. 31. 

2 In Akbarndma, Text II, p, 54 and Beveridge’s translation II, p. 84, 
Muhammad Qull Khan is described as the former Jagirdar of Multan, and the 
grant to him of Nagor as his fief is also recorded. 

3 Akbarndma, Text II, p. 280 and Beveridge’s translation II, p. 415. 

4 Akbarndma, Text II, pp. 298-300, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 437-440. 
The grant of Oudh as fief to Muhammad Qull Khan is also recorded there. For 
Iskandar Khan Ozbeg see Maathtr-ul-Urnard. Text I, pp. 84-87, Beveridge & 
Prashad’s translation I, pp. 691,692; and Blochmann, op. tit., pp. 394,395. 

5 For 'All Qull Khan Zaman see MadAir-ul-Umard, Text I, pp. 622-630, 
Beveridge's translation I, pp. 197-204, and Bahadur KJhan Shaibani, id.. Text 
I, pp. 384-387 and Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 348-330. 
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Muhammad Quli. In the conquest of Bihar and Bengal he 1 was 
associated with Khan-Khanan Mun‘im (Klian), and rendered good 
service. When through heavenly grace Bengal was conquered in the 
19th year 2 , and Da’iid KararanI retreated towards Satganun 3 and 
Orissa, Khan-Khanan and Raja Todar Mai took up their abode at 
Tanda, which was the Capital of that province, and applied themselves 
to the settlement of the area. A number of officers under the com¬ 
mand of Muhammad Quli Khan Barlas were sent towards Satganun 
to get hold of Da’iid before he had an opportunity of collecting the 
necessary equipment. When the said Mian reached within 20 kos of 
Satganun, Da’iid became apprehensive and retired towards Orissa. 
The officers of the army wanted to set about ameliorating the distress 
in the country, when Raja Todar Mai joined Muhammad Quli, and 
urged him to march forwards to Orissa for the extirpation of Da’ud. 
Muhammad Quli died at Mandalpur (Midnapur) in Ramadan 982 
A.H. (December 1574—January 1575 A.D.). Except that he ate 
pan* when he broke his fast, and developed a fever, no reason for his 
death could be discovered. Some, however, were of the opinion that 
it was due to the machinations of his eunuchs. Muhammad Quli 
Khan was a distinguished officer of the rank of 5,000 during the reign 
(of Akbar). His vigour and discretion were well known. His son was 
Faridun Khan Barlas 5 , a separate account of whose life has been given. 

1 AkbarnSma, Text III, p. 104, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 145. 

2 Ibid , pp. i20,izi, Ibid, pp. 171,172. 

For Mandalpur see Beveridge, op.cit., p. 172 note 2. 

3 It is Satga’on, the ruined commercial Capital of old days in the Hooghly 
District, Bengal, Imperial Gazetteer, XXII, p. 129. 

4 Text or bread, but pan in Akbarndma which appears to be 
more correct; see Beveridge's note 3 on p. 172 in reference to his death, and 
also Dc s edition oi Tabaqdt-i'Akbari, Text II, p. 304, Translation II, p. 461, 
according to which Muhammad f£han lay on the bed of weakness for some days, 
and diet!. He was an Am it of Hiunayun’s time and probably died of old age. 

5 Maatbir-ul-Umara, Text III, pp. 354 , 355 , Beveridge’s translation I, 
PP- 527 > 5 2 8 . 
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Muhammad Quil Khan TogWi 

MUHAMMAD QULT KHAN TOQBAT 
(Vol. Ill, p. 204) 

During Akbar’s reign he was an officer of the rank of 1,000., In 
the end of the 5th year he 1 2 was appointed with Adham Khan for the 
conquest of Malwa. In the 8th year he was sent to assist Husain 
Quli Khan who, after Sharaf-ud-Dln Husain's flight, had been granted 
hi sjdgir 3 . In the 17th year he 4 was sent to Gujarat with the vanguard 
with Mir Muhammad Khan Kalan, and was one of the officers sent 
in advance during the rapid march to Gujarat. Later he was sent with 
Khan-Khanan Mun'im Khan to Bengal. His later history is not 
known. 


MUHAMMAD QULI TURKMAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 342, 343). 

He was one of Akbar’s officers. At first he was appointed to 
Bengal. When in Muzaffar Khan’s 5 time the rebellion occurred in 
Bengal, Muhammad Quil 6 * * * for a while joined the rebels. His offences 
were later forgiven, and in the 30th year he was deputed to Kabul 
with Kunwar Man Singh; he rendered valuable services in the 

1 Set the brief account of his life in Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I 
(and edn.), pp. 480-481, and note 2, in which the Gujarat Expedition is fully 
discussed. Tdqba, according to the same author, is the name of a Chaghta’i 
clan. 

la See Akbarndma, Text II, p. 134, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 208. 
See also Beveridge’s note 1 on the same page in reference to the date of this 
appointment. 

2 Ibid, p. 196, Ibid, p. 204. 

3 Apparently he is the Muhammad Quli Khan who and Sadiq Khan killed 

the Rajput who attacked Kilim Kalan at Bhadrajan, see Akbarndma, Beveridge’s 

translation III, p. 7. 

1 Muzaffar Ki 1 ® 11 Turbati see MaaOnr-uLUmara, III, pp. 221-227, and 

Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 373 - 375 - 

2 Akbarnama, Text III, pp. 293,304, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 

450, 482. 
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Afghan campaign. In the 39th year, when the charge of Kabul 
reverte'd to Qulij Khan 1 , the government of Kashmir was transferred 
from Mlrza Yusuf Khan, and assigned to Muhammad Quil, his brother 
Hamza Khan and some other officers 3 . In the 43th year when the 
King marched to the Deccan, some Kashmiris raised Abiya 3 Chak son 
of Husain to power, and stirred up sedition. ‘All Quli son of Muha¬ 
mmad Quli fought with the rebels and distinguished himself. In 
the 47th year Muhammad Quli was exalted by being raised to the 
rank of 1,500 with 600 horse, and the present of an elephant, while 
Hamza Beg was given the rank of 700 with 350 horse. In the 48th 
year when ‘All Rai" 1 , the landowner of Little Tibet became rebellious 
and advanced into Kashmir, Muhammad Quli with his contingent 
marched to lace him. The landowner was struck with awe and fled 
without engaging in a battle. Just then Saif Ullah Khan son of Quli 
Khan, 111 accordance with orders, arrived with reinforcements from 
Lahore. Pursuit was made as far as the cavalry could advance. In the 
49th year of Akbar’s reign he distinguished himself in punishing Idar” 
the Zamtndar or (Koh) Maru c , and in chastising Abiya Chak, and 
though the enemy took posssession of the pass and shot stones and 
arrows, he emerged on the mountain, and the enemy was put to flight. 
In the 2nd year of Jahangir’s reign he was removed from the govern¬ 
ment of Kashmir. The rest of his history is not known. Hamza B5g 
in the 49th year 7 of Akbar’s reign had attained the rank of 1,000. 

1 Qulij Julian Andajani, MaSthir-ul-Umard, III, pp. 69-72, Blochmann, 
of. cit., p|'. 380-382, and 35. note 2. 

2 Akbarrulma, Text 111, p. 654, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 1004. 

3 Variant Anba, but see AkbarnUma, 1’ext III, p. 775, Beveridge s 
translation III, p. 1160. 

4 Akbarn.ima, Text III, pp. 823,824, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 1235. 

3 He appe ars to be Zaida of Akbarnama, Text III, p. 835, Beveridge’s 
translation 111 , p. 1250. The fight is described on the same page. 

6 Maru in the north-east of Kashmir, called Maru Adwin in jarrett’s 
translation of A in, III, p. 358. 

7 49th year in the Text, but 5°th year according to Akbarnama, Text 
III, p. 836, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 1252. 
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Muhammad Sa‘ld Mir Jumla 


[Maathir- 


(MIR) MUHAMMAD SA'ID MIR JUMLA, styled 
MU'AZZAM KHAN KHAN-KHAN AN 
SIPAH-SALAR 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 530-555)- 

He was a Saiyid of Ardistan 1 in the province of Isfahan. After 
coming to Golconda he was favoured and cherished by Sultan ‘Abdullah 
Qutb Shah 2 the ruler of that country, and for a long time the govern¬ 
ment and the management of the affairs of the territory were in his 
hands. By his skill and energy he acquired a territory in the 
Carnatic 3 , 150 kos in length and 20-30 kos in breadth, and the 
revenue of which was 40 lacs of rupees. It contained diamond mines 
and several very strong fortresses such as Kanchl Kot and Sadhut. 
This territory is known as the Carnatic Balaghat, and Cuddapah is its 
Capital city. None of Qutb-ul-Mulk’s ancestors had succeeded 
in conquering this country. His grandeur and authority increased so 
greatly that he had 5,000 horse in his own service, and he was above 
all his contemporaries. On this account a number of his enemies 
under cover of loyalty but with a view to creating trouble, made 
untrue reports to Qutb Shah, and aroused his suspicions. Mir Jumla’s 
son Mir Muhammad Amin, who was at the Court (Haidarabad), 
suffered from the dual intoxication of youth and prosperity, and 
being puffed up by the brilliant victories of Ins father behaved 
presumptuously and exceeded all bounds. For example, he came 
drunk one day to the Darbdr, and went to sleep on the royal Masnad, 
and added to his offence by vomiting there (istifrdgb namiida). As 

1 A town in Persian ‘Iraq some 36 leagues from Isfahan. 

2 For ‘Abdullah Qutb Shah and Golconda campaigns in the time of Shah 
Jahan, see Banarsi Prashad, History of Sbahjahan, pp. 170181. In the Text 
he is indiscriminately called Qutb Shah or Qutb-ul-Mulk. 

3 Tbe account of the Carnatic is apparently based on ‘Amal-i'Salib 
(Yazdani edn.) Ill, p. 213. The grant of the ranks to Mir Jumla and his son 
is also described on the same page, while Aurangzib’s expedition to Golconda is 
detailed on pp. 221-230. Mir Jumla’s arrival at the Court is recorded on 
p. 231. 
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a result the signs of annoyance became apparent. Mir Jumla, who 
had high expectations on account of his victories, but saw results 
to the contrary making their appearance, became disheartened, and 
111 the 29th year (of Shah Jahan’s reign) sought an alliance with 
Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb, who was the Viceroy of the Deccan, 
and begged that he might be sent for. At Aurangzlb’s request 
Shah Jalian sent him a gracious farman appointing him to the rank 
of 5 ,000 foot and horse, and his son Muhammad Amin to that of 
2,000 with 1,000 horse. He also sent through Qadi Muhammad 
‘Arif of Kashmir an order to Qutb Shah desiring him not to interfere 
with Mir Jumla and his dependants. As soon as Qutb Shah received 
this news he imprisoned Muhammad Amin and his dependants, and 
confiscated all his movable and immovale properties, and he stuck 
to his decision even after the receipt of the royal farman. Prince 
Muhammad Aurangzlb first sent the royal rescript with a despatch 
stating that Sultan Muhammad wished to proceed 1 2 by the route of 
Orissa to his uncle Muhammad Shuja' in Bengal, and Qutb Shah 
should arrange for his passage through his territory in a fitting manner. 
That simpleton without thinking of the jugglery of the times, made 
arrangements for an entertainment. The Prince in accordance with the 
orders sent off on 8th Rabi‘ I, 1066 A. H a . (26th December, 1655 
A. D.) Sultan Muhammad his eldest son in advance to Haidarabad, 
and himself marched on 3rd Rabl‘ II (20th January, 1656 A.D.). 
Meanwhile Qutb-ul-Mulk woke from his somnolence and sent off 
Muhammad Amin and his mother, and waited upon Sultan 
Muhammad at a distance of J2 kos from Haidarabad. As foolishly 


1 According to Aqil £han Radi, this was a ruse adopted by Aurangzlb to 
throw Qutb-ul-Mulk off his guard, the suggestion being that Sultan Muhammad 
was proceeding to Bengal to marry the daughter of Shah Shuja‘, but see Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar, History of Auratigzib, 1 , p. 227, who is of the opinion that 
this story is not borne out by the authentic records. 

2 Wustenfeld-Mahler’s Vcrgleicbungs-Tabcllen have been used for the 
conversion of Hijri dates; the dates given often differ by a day or so from the 
dates given by Sir Jadunath Sarkar. 
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his property had not been restored, Sultan Muhammad continued his 
march to the city, and on hearing of this Qutb-ul-Mulk in great 
agitation went off with all lus cash, jewels, gold and silver on 5th 
Rabl‘ II (1st February) to the fort of Golconda which is 3 kos from 
the city (of Haidarabad). 

When Sultan Muhammad’s troops encamped by the Husain Sagnr 
tank, the Qutb-Shahl troops appeared and showed a disposition to 
fight. Sultan Muhammad bravely attacked them, and pursued them 
to the city wall. Next day he took possession of the city of Haidara¬ 
bad. Though the houses and the inhabitants were to some extent 
protected from being burnt and harried, many houses including 
Qutb Shah’s workshops were plundered. Many choice books, china- 
ware and other valuable objects were seized. There was so much of 
property that at the time of departure after several days of plunder 
a great deal was still left in the houses. Though Sultan ‘Abdullah 
ostensibly acted submissively and repeatedly sent jewels and elephants 
as tribute, but he exerted himself in preparing war-materials, and in 
strengthening the fort, and wrote repeatedly to ‘Adil Shah for help. 
When the Prince 1 in the course of 18 days arrived within one kos of 
the fort, he set up his camp there, and arranged his batteries round the 
fort which was three kos in circumference. There was a regular rain 
of cannon balls and musketery from the fort, and there were several 
fierce fights in the open, but in all of them the imperialists were victo¬ 
rious. 

When Qutb Shah perceived the earnestness with which the Prince 
was prosecuting the siege, he became helpless. He sent his son-in-law 
Mir Ahmad with the arrears of the tribute for earlier years, and the 
effects of Mir Muhammad Amin, and begged for a comforting letter. 
After its receipt he sent his own mother in the hope of obtaining his 
desire. That chaste lady waited upon the Prince, and obtained his for¬ 
giveness of her son’s faults on the condition of the payment of a kror of 

1 In Elliot, VII, p. 112, Aurangzib is designated as the Prince, but it 
was Sultan Muhammad who arrived there* 
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rupees as tribute and of giving Qutb-ul-Mulk’s daughter in marriage 
to Sultan Muhammad. The daughter with ten lacs as a marriage 
present was brought with all due respect from the fort to the quarters 
of Sultan Muhammad. On 12th Jummada II 1 of the 30th year Mir 
Jumla came from his conquered territory and waited on the Prince on 
the bank of the Husain Sagar tank. He was honoured by being 
allowed to sit. The Prince further exalted him by visiting him at his 
residence. On 7th Rajab the Prince turned back to Aurangabad. 
He secretly made pacts of loyalty and concord with Mir Jumla, and 
sent him and his son off from the stage of Indur 2 to the imperial 
Court. At the same stage was received a farman from the Court 
granting Mir Jumla the title of Mu'azzam Khan, and the gift of a 
flag and drums. On 25th of the holy Ramadan 3 4 Mir Jumla paid his 
respects to the Emperor at Delhi, and received the rank of 6,000 with 
6,000 horse, and the high office of the chief Divan , and was granted 
a jewelled pen-case, five lacs of rupees in cash and other royal favours. 
Mu'azzam Khan presented a large diamond weighing nine tanks, equal 
to 216 surkhs i , and the value of which was two lakhs and sixteen thou¬ 
sand rupees, together with 60 elephants and other precious jewels, the 
total value of which was 15 lacs of rupees. As he had been reared 
in the Deccan, he constantly turned his attention to that quarter, and 
in the same year by chance events shaped themselves accordingly. 
Ibrahim ‘Add Shah, the ruler of Bljapur died, and his officers—most of 
whom were slaves—appointed as his successor a person of unknown 

1 The date is 12th Jummada II in ‘Amal-i-Sdlih, of. cit., p. 228, and 
this would be 8th April, 1636 A, D. Apparently Sir Jadunath read it as 2nd 
Jummada II, for he gives the date as 20th March according to the Old Style, see 
History of Aurangzib, I, p. 217. 

2 In Sarkar Telingana, vide Jarrett’s translation of A‘in, II, p. 237. 

3 17th July, 1656. 

4 Khali Khan, I, p. 753. Surkb is said to be the same as ratti, the red seed 
used in weighing gold and silver. The diamond in question is believed to 
have been the famous Kob-i-Ndr, sec Irvine’s note 4 °n pp. 2 37 ’ 2 3 ^ °f 
Manucci I. 
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origin by the name of ‘All 1 whom Ibrahim had adopted as his son. 
Mu‘azzam Khan represented that it would be easy to conquer the 
country, and he was deputed to the expedition. He left Muhammad 
Amin as his deputy at the Court, and with famous officers, such as 
Mahabat Khan, Rao Satr Sal and Najabat Khan joined Prince Muha¬ 
mmad Aurangzlb at Aurangabad. The Prince in accordance with 
Mir Jumla’s advice, quickly captured Bldar which was one of the 
strongest forts of the Deccan. On 1 st Dhul Qa‘da 1067 A.H. ( 1 st 
August, 1657 A.D.) he took the fort of Kalyan, and established 
military posts in most of the well populated places. Later, when the 
standards were raised for the taking of Gulbarga, which was the prin¬ 
cipal city of Bljapur, ‘Adll Shah became frightened, and presented 
a tribute of a kror of rupees and surrendered to the imperialists the 
Kokan (Concan) and the fort of Parenda with its adjacent territory, 
and trod the path of obedience. An order was sent to the Prince to 
return to Aurangabad. Mu'azzam Khan after establishing thanas in 
the Kokan forts waited upon the Prince. The arrangements for the 
payments of the instalments of the tribute, and for the management 
of the conquered country had not been concluded to the satisfaction 
of the Prince, when it became known that Shah Jahan had become 
indisposed, and that the control of the affairs had fallen into the hands 
of Data Shikoh. It is stated by some authorities that this occurred 
while the siege of Gulbarga and the contest with ‘Add Shah was 
still going on, and that it made the enemy more active. In short, 
Data Shikoh out of enmity and to undo the accomplished 
task summoned all the auxiliaries of the expedition to the Court. 
Mahabat Khan and Rao Satr Sal left without obtaining leave from 
the Prince. Consequently on this occasion the Prince resorted to 
peaceful measures in view of the fact that the army had been 
greatly weakened, and in the beginning of 1068 A. D. and the 
end of 31 st year of the reign (of Shah Jahan) retreated safely to 

1 The name of the successor in fihafi ivhan, I, p. 354, ; s Sikandnr. He 
is, however, called ‘All ‘Adil Shah II by Sir Jadunath Sarkar, of, cit., pp.258- 
260, where his parentage is fully discussed. 
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Aurangabad’. During this period through a vicissitude of fortune 
Mu'azzam Khan was deprived of his Vazlrship, and he also like 
others prepared to leave for the Court. 

As the departure of such an able and accomplished officer who 
had so much wealth and army at his disposal was contrary to far¬ 
sighted policy, the Prince sent him a message that it was proper 
that he should take leave before his departure. Mir Jumla to avoid 
compliance replied that as a loyal servant he was obliged to obey 
orders. Aurangzlb next sent Sultan Mu‘azzam for entrapping that 
great and powerful officer, and said that as he himself was sure of 
his loyalty, he wanted him to come and discuss about the disposal 
of some important matters, and afterwards he might go to the Court. 
Mir Jumla’s mind was set at rest by Sultan Mu'azzam’s flattering 
expressions and came to Aurangzlb. As soon as he reached the 
private parlour, he was arrested and imprisoned. It is stated by 
some authorities that he himself did not want to go to the Court, but 
did not consider it right to stay away without a suitable pretext, and 
that what was done (by Aurangzlb) was done at his suggestion. By 
his subtlety he created a situation which made it plain to Shah Jahan 
that (his absence) was due to the injustice and highhandedness of the 
Prince. An order came for the release of the helpless Saiyid, who 
had all along been faithful to his salt, and bidding Aurangzlb beware 
of the day of retribution. The Prince before the receipt of the order 
had represented that he had suspicions about the fidelity of Mir 
Jumla and had imprisoned him lest he should join the DeccanTs 1 2 . 

As the news of the continued weakness of Shah Jahan and the 
supremacy of Dara Shikoh was becoming current all over India, 
Aurangzlb made the wealth of Mu'azzam Khan the instrument of 
his designs, and enroling his servants into his own service kept 
him under surveillance in the fort of Daulatabad. He himself 

1 For the Gblconda and Bijapur campaigns of Aurangzib see Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 204-222,234-252. 

2 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., p. 286. 
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decided to return to Upper India. Later when the Prince as a 
result of his good fortune acquired the sovereignty, he restored to 
Mu*azzam KLan all his property, and making him the subject of 
favours appointed him as the Sitbadar of Khandesh. In the year 
when he went from Delhi to the Eastern districts to put down the 
disturbance of Prince Muhammad Shuja*, he summoned Mu'azzam 
Khan to the Presence. Mu'azzam Khan started post-haste, and arri¬ 
ving at Karra two days before the battle kissed the threshold and 
became a favoured officer of the Emperor. On the day of the battle 
his elephant was stationed next to the royal elephant, and after the 
victory Mu'azzam Khan was raised to the rank of 7,000 with 7,000 
horse, and received a present of ten lacs of rupees. He was sent with 
Prince Muhammad Sultan in pursuit of Muhammad Shuja* who had 
fled from the battlefield. In this campaign 1 Mu'azzam Khan dis¬ 
tinguished himself by acting with great wisdom and performed valiant 
deeds such as were befitting of high officers. When Shuja 1 after 
fortifying Monghyr entrenched himself there, Mu'azzam Khan by his 
skilful manoeuvres forced him to leave that place and stay at Akbar- 
nagar (Rajmahal), which Shuja* regarded as the place of security. 
Mu'azzam Khan left the direct route, and took that of hills and 
jungle in order chat coming from behind he might close the path of 
escape for Shuja*. On receipt of this news Shuja* left Akbarnagar 
which was the mainstay of his government, and crossed the Ganges 
with his family. At Baqirpur in Bengal he collected a fleet of boats— 
which were essential for fighting in that country—and threw up 
entrenchments. Mu'azzam Khan left Sultan Muhammad at Akbar¬ 
nagar to watch the enemy’s front, and himself departed with the 
intention of crossing in another suitable place. For a long time there 
were gallant fights and hand to hand encounters. 

When the rainy season arrived, operations ceased and everyone 
retired to his quarters. Sultan Shuja* used deceit and seduced Prince 
Sultan Muhammad by promising him his daughter. The Prince, as 
l For Mir jumla’s campaign against Shuja* see Sir Jadunnth Sarkar, op. 
cit., II. 566-612. 
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a result of the exertions of some strifemongers, had become dissatis¬ 
fied with Mir Jumla, and went away with two or three companions 
in a boat, and on 27th Ramadan 1069 A.H'. (8th June, 1659 A.D.) 
joined Shuja*. This event produced great alarm in the royal army, 
and it is stated that if there were not a great leader like Mu'azzam 
Khan on the spot, there would have been a disaster. Mu'azzam 
Khan moved from Sub! where he was busy in dealing with the 
enemy, and without losing heart at this calamity reached the army. 
He made far-reaching plans. As the river had everywhere flooded 
the country and the fleet was in the possession of the enemy, there 
was a great scarcity of provisions, and there were other causes for 
distraction. Shuja* again got possession of Akbarnagar, and when the 
rains ceased Shuja* decided on battle with Sultan Muhammad in the 
vanguard. Mu'azzam Khan with Fath Jang Rohila in the vanguard, 
Aslam Khan on the right wing and Fida’l Khan Koka on the left 
wing engaged on the bank of Bhaglrathl the force of Shuja* which 
had three leaders, Sultan Muhammad, Shuja* and his son Buland 
Akhtar. The fight went on till evening with the discharge of cannons, 
muskets and rockets. At night it ceased and both armies retired to 
their camps, Mu'azzam Khan wrote to Da’ud Khan QureshI the 
Stibaiiar of Bihar, who had come to assist, that he should proceed to 
Tanda, and occupy it. As the family and baggages of Shuja* were 
there it was certain that on hearing this news he would waver and 
give way. He himself delayed operations for some time in expecta¬ 
tion of the arrival of Diler Khan who had marched from the Court. 
Meanwhile, as Mu'azzam Khan had anticipated, Shuja* on hearing 
the news about Da’ud Khan retreated in great agitation from the 
bank of the Bhaglrathl, and went off towards Subl in order that he 
might cross the Ganges and reach Tanda. Mu'azzam Khan, who 
was waiting for this opportunity, went off in his pursuit, and for fifteen 
days there was from morning to evening a continuous discharge of 
cannons and muskets between the two armies. At night they used 

1 In the text wrongly given as 969 A. H. 
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to be on guard in their camps. At last Shuja' crossing the Ganges 
took the road to Tanda. Mu'azzam Khan sent Islam Khan with 
10,000 horse to Akbarnagar to take possession of and guard that side 
of the river, and set off himself to extirpate Shuja'. Meanwhile as 
Prince Muhammad Sultan perceived signs of adversity and treachery 
in Shuja', he on 6th Jummada II set off on horseback from Tanda on 
the pretext of going a hunting. He came to the river bank and 
crossed in a boat from the Tanda ferry to the DSgachl 1 ferry. 
Mu'azzam Khan summoned the Prince to his presence and went with 
his officers to welcome him. He provided him with a tent and other 
equipment such as was available, and in accordance with the orders 
sent the Prince with Fida’i Khan to the Court. 

When many engagements had taken place between the two 
armies, and the imperialist force had always been successful, Mu'azzam 
Khan remained for a month at Mahmudabad, and addressed himself to 
crossing the MahanadI river and destroying the enemy who on account 
of the intervening river and the strength of their artillery and fleet 
were holding firmly in the area; and ignoring personal comforts 
laboured hard to carry to completion the work so that the campaign 
might not be protracted to the next rainy season. Fortunately a ford 
was discovered near Baklaghat and that brave warrior with a huge 
force came to the river bank. In spite of the enemy’s opposition he 
crossed and attacked their entrenchments. Many losing courage fled 
to Tanda. Shuja' consequently losing all hopes of retaining possession 
of Bengal left che chauki (post) of Mirdadpur, and came to Tanda, 
and from there went off with a few persons by boat to Jahanglrnagar 
(Dacca). Mu'azzam Khan arrived at Tanda and took possession of 
such of the properties of Shuja' as had escaped the plunderers, and 
also exerted himself in recovering what the rebels had carried away. 
Then he started in pursuit on the wings of endeavour. Shuja' in the 
hopes of receiving help from the Raja of Arrakan (Rakhang)—who was 
alarmed by the approach of the royal forces—left Jahanglrnagar on 


1 Text DSkarl, but Dogachi in 'Alamgtrnima, p 4 543. 
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6th Ramadan (26th April, 1661 A.D.) of the 3rd year of ‘Alamglr’s 
reign, with three sons and some officers, and set off for Arrakan 
(Rakhang), which is a very uncivilized part of the world and was the 
abode of heretical infidels. Except for Saiyid ‘Alam and ten Saiyids 
of Barah and Saiyid Qull Ozbeg and Mughals and a few others— 
altogether there were not forty of them—no one remained with him. 
Mu'azzam KRan, as a reward for his great deeds in this campaign 
which had occupied sixteen months, was granted the high title of 
Khan-Khanan Sipahsdldr. 

As owing to the illness of Shah Jahan 1 disturbances had broken 
out on all the borders of the empire. Plan Narayan, 2 the Zamtndar 
of Kuch Bihar, had become rebellious and attacked Ghoraghat. Jaya- 
dhvvaj 3 4 Singh the Raja of Assam, who had extensive territories and 
numerous troops and much equipment, also sent a force by land and 
water against Kamrup, that is Haju, Gauhatl and their dependancies, 
which for a long time had formed pare of the imperial territories, and 
took possession of it. As Shuja‘ was occupied with his own affairs, 
their boldness increased and they took possession of lands as far as the 
pargana of Karibari, which was five stages from Dacca. Mu'azzam 
Khan, who had come to Dacca in pursuit of Shuja* proceeded to stop 
these disturbances. The Raja of Assam was overcome by his reputa¬ 
tion, and apologising withdrew hif hand from the territory which he 
had taken possession of, Khan-Khanan ostensibly accepted his apolo¬ 
gies, and on the 18th Rabi' I of the 4th year, 1072 A.H. ( 1 st Novem¬ 
ber, 1661 A.D.) left Khidrpur to chastise Pran Narayan. 


1 'Alamgirndma, p. 677 et seq. 

2 I'ctn Narain in the Text and in Fdliyah-i-'lbriyah vide Blochinann, 
Jottrn. As.Soc. Bengal, XLI, pt. 1 (1872), p. 66, should be Pran Narayan, 
vide Gait, History of Assam , p. 125, Note*, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History 
of Attrangzib, III, p. 1 55 , Note*. 

3 Chaidhnj Singh in the Text, but Jayadhwaj Singh vide Gait, of. at., 
p. 125 and Sarkar, op. cit. p. 156. 

4 According to ‘Alamgirnama, p, 686, the city was not entered till the 
next day. 
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When he came to the village of Baripaita 1 , which was the limit 
of the imperial territories, he at the advice of one knowing the country 
took an unknown route which was full of jungle and reeds, and which 
Pran Narayan believed could not be traversed and so had left unguard¬ 
ed. Every day the jungle was cut and with utmost difficulty and hard¬ 
ship a path was cleared in the forest, and the distance bravely covered, 
till on 7th Jummada 1 (9th December, 1661 A.D.) the city of 
Kuch Bihar was reached by the victorious army. It is stated 
that the city was beautifully laid out, and all streets had been made into 
avenues. Ndgesar and Kachndr, both symmetrical and nice-flowering 
plants, had been planted. Mu'azzam Khan sent a force in pursuit of 
Pran Narayan, who had withdrawn himself to the slopes of the hills 
of Bhutan 2 which was 15 kos north of Kuch Bihar. He with a view 
to joining Dharm Raj, the ruler of that hill-country, came out on the 
top of the hills. The hills are very cold and difficult to climb. The 
country (Kuch Bihar) lies to the north-west of Bengal and chiefly to the 
north. It is 55 measured kos in length and 50 broad. It has a good 
climate and abundance of fragrant flowers; its fruits are superior to 
those of the Eastern countries. The whole of Bhitarband and Bahar- 
band—which are phrases for within and without—consists of 89“ 
parganas with a revenue of 10 lacs. As the inhabitants chiefly belong 
to the Kuch tribe, the country is called Kuch Bihar. The idol wor¬ 
shipped by the people was called Narayan, and consequently this has 
become part of the ruler’s name. In the estimation of the infidels of 
India the Zamtndar of this country is descended from great Rajas who 
lived before the advent of Islam, and is highly esteemed by them. 
They coin money which is called Narayanl. 

As Khan-Khanan’s design in this expedition was the conquest 
of Assam, he left Isfandiyar Khan son of Allah Yat Khan 4 deceased 

1 Baripatha in the Text. 

2 iti the Text. 

3 77 in Baharband and 12 in Bhitarband, see ‘Alamgtrnama, p. 692. 

4 For Allah Yar I£han and Isfandiyar £han sec Maiithir-ul-Umara, I, pp. 
182-185, Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 210-21Z. 
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as the Fatijdar of Kuch Bihar which he renamed ‘Alamgirnagar, and 
himself started by way of Ghoraghat. When he reached the bank of 
the Brahmaputra, he crossed it two kos from Rangamatl, and in spite 
of the bad nature of the road continued his march. Great efforts were 
made to clear the impenetrable jungle. Powerful elephants broke the 
jungle with their tusks 1 2 (? trunks) and trod it under their feet, and 
hatchet-men® and infantry also worked hard according to the capacity. 
As the route lay all along by the river bank, everywhere there was 
such a lot of mud that men, horses and elephants sank into it. This 
was filled up with twigs of trees, bundles of reeds and masses of grass, 
and a road was made. In this way the progress was not more than 
2/1 kos per day. When they reached } 5 gTghopa 3 , a hill on the 
bank of the river and opposite which there was another hill named 
Panj Ratan, and each of which had a strong fortress built on it, they 
took possession of them. They also defeated a fleet of war boats 
which had collected there; some boats were sunk and others captured* 
Then chey reached within two kos of Gauhatl which was the old impe¬ 
rial boundary. In that town there was a very strong fort 1 5 , and seven 
kos off there was the fort of Kajll on the borders of a forest known as 
the Kajliban, in which there were many elephants; this is mentioned in 
Indian tales. They took possession of the idol temples of Kamakhya 6 
and Lon a Chamarl and Isna'll Jogi, which were famous temples highly 
revered in Hindi annals, and were situated on the top of a hill for the 

1 in the Text seems to indicate that the jungle was broken 

by the elephants using their tusks, but trunks would be more appropriate. 

2 c/jH’V not vi) \j as in the Text, see 'Alamgtrnama, pp. 685,695 and 
Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls, p. 174. 

3 111 t ^ lc Text is Jogighopn see 1 Alamgtrnama, p.696, Blochmann, 

of. cit. p, 69, Gait of. cit. p. 113, and Imperial Gazetteer, XIV, pp. 200, 

201. Jogighopa or the Jogl’s Cave is on the right bank of Brahmaputra river, 
a little below Gowalpara. 

4 Called Nandu in ‘AlamgirnSma, p, 701. 

5 )y( in the Text, but in ‘Alamgtrnama, p. 702, the famous 

temple at Kamakhya near Gauhati, see Imperial Gazetteer, VI, p. 23. 
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ascent to which they had built a thousand stone steps. More than a 
lac of Assamese, who were collected there, fled in consternation. After 
the country as far as Gauhati—from where Gargaon (Garhgaon) 1 the 
Capital of Assam is a month’s journey—had been delivered from the 
possession of the heretical infidels, Khan-Khanan addressed himself to 
the settlement of the country. 

As the conduct of warfare in that country mainly consists in 
trickery and night attacks, the whole army had to remain alert at 
night, and never put off their armour, nor were the saddles taken off 
their horses. At last they crossed the Brahmaputra, and attacked the 
fort of Simla (Simlagarh), which was a famous fort of the country 
about fifty kos from Garhgaon, and captured it. Nearly three lacs 
of warlike Assamese were collected there, many were killed by the 
bloodthirsty swords of the Muslim warriors. After that there was a 
battle on the river, this was protracted for a long time, and many of 
the Assamese were slain. The fort of Chamdara (Samdhara), which 
was a second Simlagarh, was taken without a fight. This news 
thoroughly disheartened the Assamese. The Raja went away to the 
hills of Kamrup which were four days’ journey from Garhgaon, and 
were very difficult to traverse. On 6th Sha'ban 2 in the end of the 
4th year Garhgaon was resplendant by the shadow of the Crescent of 
Islam, and the Khutba was recited and coins struck in the King’s 
name. 

By the skill and courage of the Commander'in-Chief that so 
distant, difficult and vast country fortified with so many strong forts 
was conquered. It had not been possible for the keys of the genius 

1 in the Text and in ‘Alamgirnama, p. 704. See Foster, 

Journ. As. Soc. Bengal, XLI, pt. 1, pp. 32-41, Blochmann, op. cit., p. 74, 
Gait, op. cit., p. 135. It is spelt variously as Ghargaon or Garhgaon, and is 
now known as Nazira in the Sibsagar District, see Imperial Gazetteer, XXX, 
pp. I. 2. 

2 16th Sha'ban in Blochmann, op. cit., p. 75, is a mistake for 6th Sha- 
‘ban, as the date would then he 7th April and not 27th March, 1662 A,D. 
which is the correct date. It is 6th Sha'ban in ‘Alamgirnama, p. 719. 
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of the Indian princes to undo that bewitched land, and whenever 
previously an army had penetrated there, it had been captured or slain 
at the hands of those rebels. For instance, when Sultan Muhammad 
Tughluq the ruler of nearly the whole of India sent a hundred thou¬ 
sand cavalry there with all necessary equipment, they were all lost in 
that enchanted land, and no trace of them remained. As a reward 
Mir Jumla was granted by the Lord of the Caliphate (Aurangzlb) 
estates yielding a kror of dams , and a Ttimantogh (Yak-tail standard). 
This country lies north-east of Bengal. Its length is nearly 200 kos t 
and its breadth from the northern to the southern mountains is nearly 
eight days’ journey. The distance from Gauhatl to Garhgaon is 75 kos, 
and from there to Khotan—which was the home of Plran Waisa, and is 
now known as Ava, and is the Capital of the Raja of Pegu who claims 
descent from Plran Waisa 1 — is fifteen stages. Of these five in the 
hill-country of Kamrup (Namrup) 2 are thickly wooded and difficult 
to cross. To the north is the desert of Khita by which one passes to 
Mahiichln, and which is commonly designated Machln (Tibet). The 
river Brahmaputra runs from that direction, and after being joined by 
several rivers of which the largest is the Duhang (Dihang), runs along 
the middle of this country. The country to the north of this river 
(Brahmaputra) is called Uttarkol and that to its south Dakhinkol. In 
all these rivers gold is obtained by sandwashing; and this is one of 
the products of this region. It is stated that i2,ooo 3 people are 
engaged in this task, and each one gives one told 4 of gold to the Raja 
every year. The Assamese have no definite religion. They follow 
whatever wish they fancy. The old inhabitants of Assam are of two 

1 Plran Waisa, who was Afrasiyab’s general, is mentioned in Shahndma, 
see also Elliot, VII, pp. 553 > 554 - The passage in the Text is taken from 
‘Alamgirndma, p. 722. 

2 Vjr-K in the Text and Tamrup in ‘ Alamgtrnama , p. 722, should 
be Namrup Vj the most easterly part of Assam, see Blochmann of. cit., 

p. 85. 

3 About 10,000 in Talish’s Fatiydb, vide Blochmann, of. cit., p. 78. 

4 One eightieth of a seer and equal to 180 grains troy. 

26 
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tribes, Assamese and KaltanI (Kalitas) 1 . The second of these have 
precedence over the first in al! affairs except in war. When the Raja 
and the leading men of the country die, their dependants, men and 
women, descend with a tranquil brow and some provisions into the 
tomb ( dakhma ), i.e. voluntarily bury themselves. The city of Garh- 
gaon 2 has four gates, and the distance of each gate from the Raja’s 
palace is three kos. In fact the city is an enclosure composed of 
villages and fields; every one has a garden and cultivation in front of 
his house. The river Dinju (Dikho) flows through the city. It has a 
small bazar which has no other traders in it except pan sellers. 
There is no proper buying and selling in that region. The inhabi¬ 
tants store provisions for a year. They wear nothing but a karpas on 
their head and a lungi round their waist. It is not permitted to leave 
the country, even for a stranger who may have come there. Conse¬ 
quently little is known about the people. The people of India call 
them sorcerers. The Raja of the place has the title of Sargi (?Swargt — 
heavenly). It is stated that one of his ancestors was the ruler of the 
heavens. When he descended to this country, he was so pleased with 
it that he did not return to the sky 3 . 

When Khan-Khanan saw signs of the rainy season—which starts 
in that area much earlier than in any other part of India—he encamp¬ 
ed 4 with most of the troops at Mathurapur, which was at the foot of 
the hills, 3)4 kos from Garhgaon, and proposed to spend the rainy 
season there. He wanted during this period to protect the borders 
and establish thanas, and to put down the Raja and his adherents. 
When the rains came, the whole area was flooded, and the wicked 
Assamese, who were concealed here and there and waiting for an 
opportunity, became active and assembled on all sides. As the brave 

1 Kalitas the writer class of Assam, see Imperial Gazetteer , XI, p. 185; 
and Blochmann, op. cit., p. 8i,_ note. 

2 Adapted from ‘ Alamgirnama , p. 728. See also Blochmann, op. cit., 
p. 83, for Talish’s account. 

3 'Alamgirnama, p. 731, and Blochmann, op. cit., p. 79. 

4 On 20th Sha'ban (10th April, 1662), see 1 Alamgirnama , p. 777, 
Blochmann, op. cit., p. 86, 
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warriors of Islam could not move rapidly, there were night-attacks on 
the military posts, and no area remained in the possession of the victo¬ 
rious army except for Garhgaon and Mathurapur. The bad climate 
resulted in various diseases, and as a result of the poisonous natute of 
the air there was an outbreak of Plague. Many died in all places, 
and the closing of the roads and the scarcity of provisions rendered the 
condition of the survivors worse than death. When in the end of 
Rabl‘ I, the country began to appear from under the water the troops 
of Islam attacked on all sides and heaps of slains appeared all over. 
The Raja again retreated to the hills, and had recourse to entreaties 
and requested for quarter. The Commander-in-Chief did not accede 
to his request, and went towards Namrup. Meanwhile he himself 
fell very ill, and the courage of the officers and men gave way, fearing 
lest he should die, and the army left without a leader might become 
seditious, or the rain might break again before the work of the expedi¬ 
tion was finished. Some of them even contemplated that if Khan- 
Khanan should determine to stay till the rainy season to extirpate the 
Raja, they would go off to Bengal. Mir Jumla, when he received 
this information, was greatly upset mentally in addition to his bodily 
affliction. Though he marched one stage further so that the enemy 
might not become audacious, he resolved both to make peace and to 
return (to Bengal). Accordingly through the instrumentality of Diler 
Khan—whom the Raja had desired to meet—the agreement 1 was con¬ 
cluded that the Raja should send his daughter and the daughter of 
Raja Piyam (Tipam 2 ), who was his relative, together with 20,000 
tolas of gold and i,oS,ooo tolas of sdver with 20 elephants as tribute, 
and 15 elephants for the Khan-Khanan and 5 for Diler Khan. In the 

1 For the terms of the treaty see ‘AlamgirnSma, p. 808, Blochmann, op. 
««., pp. 93, 94, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, III, pp. 177, 
178. In the latter work instead of the daughter of the Tipam Raja it is the 
sons of Tipam Raja. 

- & in Text and fl*} in 'Alamgirnama, p. 807. Batam according 

to Blochmann, op. cit., p. 85, note is Tipam of Gait, History of Assam , 
pp. 5o, 153 etc. 



204 Muhammad Sa'Td Mir Jumla [ Maathir- 

course of one year he would hand over to the royal agents 3,00,000 
tolas of silver and go elephants, and present 20 elephants as a yearly 
tribute. Till this was done, one son and three leading men were to 
remain in Bengal as hostages. Also the district of Darrang in Uttar- 
kol, one side of which adjoined GauhatT, and the district of Biltali 
in Dakhinkol were to be annexed to the imperial territories. As the 
Raja acted according to the agreement, Khan-Khan an on 8th Jummada 1 
I of the 5th year marched from the mouth of the hills of Tlpam, 
and proceeded to return to Bengal. On the way he arranged for the 
administration of the country which had been added to the empire. 
As owing to the use of certain hot medicines he suffered from asthma 
and palpitation and developed dropsy, he was obliged to leave KajlT 
and to encamp at Gauhatl 2 . He appointed Rashid Khan to the 
fanjdart of Kamrup (should be Namrup), and deputed ‘Askar Khan with 
a large force to chastise Pran Narayan, the Zaminddr of Kuch Bihar 
who had again taken possession of that country. He himself started for 
Khidrpur 3 , and on the 2nd Ramadan in the beginning of 6th year, 
1073 A.H. (10th April, 1663 A.D.) he died at a distance of two 
kos from Khidrpur. 

Mir 4 Jumla was a very great officer and a princely nobleman. He 

1 This date is certainly incorrect, as the terms of the treaty were not 
fulfilled till 9th Jummada II, and the order for return to Bengal was not issued 
till 10th Jummada II (20th January, 1663), 5ce ‘ Alamprnima , p. 809, and 
Blochmann, o-p. cit., p. 95. 

2 Pandu opposite Gauhatl according to Fatiyah, see Blochmann, of. cit. p. 95. 

3 For Khidrpur see Blochmann, of. cit., p. 96, note *; it was near Dacca, 
In the Maathir it is not mentioned that Mir Jumla’s body was taken to Najaf 
(Mashhad in fChurasan) for burial. 

The account of the Assam Campaign is based on 'Alamgirnama or Talish’s 
I'atiyah-i-'lbriyah, both of which accounts as Blochmann (of. cit., p. 51) pointed 
out are either copies one of the other or based on identical official reports.. A 
very good summary was also published by Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of 
Aurangztb, III, pp. 157-182. 

4 A good account of Mir Jumla is given by Stewart in his History of 
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was unrivalled among the leaders and Amirs of his age for judgment, 
dignity, farsightedness, wisdom, courage, genius and zeal. No one 
approached him in his talents for conquest, and in his capacity for 
dealing with the officers. As he had passed very little of his time in 
Upper India, there were not many memorials of him there, but he 
left many in the towns of Telingana. His name lives there to the 
present day. In Haidarabad, a tank, a garden and a building are 
named after him. 


MUHAMMAD SALIH TARKHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 560-562). 

He was the second son of Mlrza ‘Isa Tarkhan 1 . In the 24th year 
of Shah Jahan’s reign his father was summoned to the Presence from 
the faujdart of Sorath 2 , and the charge of that district was assigned to 
Muhammad Salih personally. When his father died in die same year, 
be was granted an increase of 500, and exalted to the rank of 2,000 
with 1,500 horse. In the 30th year he was appointed Faujdar and 
(icfholder of Slwistan in succession to Abul Ma'ali and had an increase 
of 500 horse, as a result of which his rank became 2,000 with 2,000 
horse. 

It happened that at this time Data Slukoh could find no place to 
halt from the pursuit of ‘AlamgTr’s forces, and proceeded to Slwistan 
(Sehwan) with intention of going to Thatha. Saf Shikan Khan, the 
Superintendent of ‘Alamglr’s Artillery, who had been appointed to 

pp. 282-295, while short accounts arc given hy Manucci (Vols. I, II) and 
Bernier, and in Riyad-us-Salatin. 

1 Maatb^ir-ul-Umara, Text III, pj>. 4 & 5 " 4 d 8 , Beveridge & Prashad’s tran¬ 
slation I, pp. 689-690. 

2 According to Maathir-nl-Umara, III, p. 488, Mirza ‘Isa Tarkhan was 
recalled in the 25th year of Shah Jahan’s reign, and his death at Sambhar on 
17th Muharram 1061 A.H. (8th December, 1651 A,D.) is recorded in ' Amal - 
i-Salih, II, p. 134; see also Beveridge & Prashad’s translation of Maathir-ul- 
Umara, I, p. 690, note 2. 
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pursue him, was closely following him. At this time Muhammad 
Salih wrote to him that Dara Shikoh had arrived within five kos of 
the fort, and that he should arrive quickly and stop his treasure-laden 
boats. The Khan sent on his son-in-law Muhammad Ma‘sum with 
a force so that he might go ahead of Dara Shikoh’s boats and set up 
batteries on the bank, and himself marching during the night passed 
to a distance of two kos opposite Dara Shikoh’s camp, and waited for 
the enemy’s boats. He wanted to cross the river and check the 
enemy. When the boats came up, the Khan sec about stopping them, 
and sent a message to Muhammad Salih to send boats from the 
opposite side, and also himself help in stopping the boats (of Data 
Shikoh). As the daughter of Dara Shikoh’s foster-brother was married 
to Muhammad Salih, he did not render any assistance. On the other 
hand, out of his affection for her he sent a message to Saf Shikan that 
as on his side the river was waist-deep, Dara Shikoh would go by the 
other bank, Saf Shikan believed this message, did and not cross over. 
Next day from the dust on the other bank it became clear that Dara 
Shikoh had marched, and the enemy had taken the boats along the 
same bank. On this account, as such an opportunity for victory had 
been lost through Muhammad Salih’s trickery 1 , he was censured and 
deprived of his rank and title. In the 2nd year of Aurangzib’s 
reign he was reinstated in the rank of 1,500 with 1,000 horse, and 
accompanied Bahadur Khan, who was deputed to chastise Bahadur 
Bachgotl 2 , who was creating a disturbance in Baiswara (Oudli). 
Later he was appointed to the Deccan campaign, and was sent with 
Mlrza Raja Jai Singh to conquer the forts of Shiva Bhonslc, and 
to devastate his country. The date of his death has not been 
noticed. His son Mlrza Bihroz had the rank of 500 under Shah 
Jahan. 


1 V flamgirnama, pp. 276-279, Maathir-i-‘Alamgin, pp. 16, 17, anil Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, II, pp. 460-464. 

2 Bachgotl is a tribe of Rajputs, sec Bcames's revised edition of Elliot’s 
Supplemental Glossary , I, pp. 47 - 49 - 
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MUHAMMAD SULTAN MIRZA 
(Vol. III, pp. 192-199). 

He was the son 1 of Wais Mlrza, son of Baiqara son of Mansur, 
son of Baiqara. In the time of Sultan Husain Mlrza Baiqara, who 
was his maternal grandfather, he was honoured and favoured. When 
that King died, and a great dispersion took place in Khurasan, he took 
up service under Babur and was treated with regard and favour. Simi¬ 
larly he was graciously treated in the time of Humayun. In spite of 
the fact that he several times exhibited signs of a rebellious disposition, 
Humayun out of excessive kindness instead of punishing him granted 
him a pardon. He had two sons, Ulugh Mirza and Shah Mlrza. 
They also repeatedly showed signs of rebellion, but were restored to 
favour. At last Ulugh Mirza was killed in an attack on the Hazaras, 
and Shah Mlrza died a natural death. Ulugh Mirza left two sons, 
Sikandar and Mahmud Sultan. Humayun gave the titles of Ulugh 
Mlrza to the first and Shah Mlrza to the second. When Akbar 
ascended the throne, Muhammad Sultan Mirza and his grandchildren 
were all treated with great favour. Muhammad Sultan Mirza in view 
of his advanced age was excused from service, and granted the pargana 
A'zampiir in the Sarkar of Sambhal for his maintenance. There 
despite his old age a number of his sons were born, Ibrahim Husain 
Mirza, Muhammad Husain Mirza, Mas'ud Husain Mlrza, and ‘Aqil 
Husain Mirza. All of them were treated with favour by the Emperor, 
and they held valuable fiefs in the Sarkar of Sambhal 2 . In the iitli 
year Akbar marched to put down Mirza Muhammad Hakim, who 
had come from Kabul and was besieging Lahore. Ulugh Mirza and 
Shah Mirza joined Ibrahim Husain and Muhammad Husain, and 

1 A genealogical tree of tile family starting from 'Umar Shaikh Mirza was 
published by Blochmann, translation of A'in, I (2nd edn.), p. 5 ’ 3 - A precis of 
this account is abo given on pp. 5 I 4 - 5 I f>- Wais Mirza is also mentioned in 
Memoirs of Babur, Mrs. Beveridge’s translation I, p. 257. 

2 Adapted from Akbarruima, Text II, pp. 279-281, Beveridge’s translation 
H, pp. 4 i 4 , 4 r 5 - 
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raised the standard of rebellion and plunder. And from there they 
went to Khan Zaman in Jaunpur. As they could not agree with him, 
they went on plundering as far as the precincts of Delhi. From there 
they proceeded to Malwa which Muhammad Quli Khan Barlas held 
in fief. The latter was in attendance at the Court, and so they took 
possession of Malwa. Accordingly Muhammad Sultan was imprisoned 
in the Biyana Fort, and died there in captivity. In the 12th year, 
Akbar after dealing with Mian Zaman marched to conquer the fort of 
Chittor, and deputed Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad Khan to the government 
of Malwa and for punishing the Mirzas. At this time Ulugh Mlrza 
died in Mandu. The others were unable to withstand the attack, 
and hurried to Changlz Khan Gujarati, a slave of Sultan Mahmud 
Gujarati, who after the latter’s death had taken possession of some of 
the cities of the province. He at the time was engaged in fighting 
with 1 ‘timad Khan Gujarati, who was in possession of Ahmadabad. 
He regarded the arrival of the Mirzas as a boon, and as they rendered 
good service in the battle, Changlz Khan assigned Broach as the Jdgtr 
for the Mirzas. But as their navels had been cut in strife (i.e. they 
were innately rebellious), they on arrival in that district also behaved 
oppressively, and Changlz Khan was obliged to send a force against 
them. Though they defeated this force, but finding it beyond their 
capacity to resist Changlz Khan they proceeded to Khandesh 1 . Return¬ 
ing again to Malwa they stirred up strife. Ashraf Khan and Sadiq 
Khan and other officers, who had been deputed for the conquest of 
Ranthambhor, pursued them in the 13th year according to the orders, 
and the Mirzas becoming distressed fled and crossed the Narbada; 
several of their companions, however, were drowned. When they 
learnt that Changlz Khan had been kilted in the disturbance of Jujhar 
Khan HabshI, and the province of Gujarat was without a substantive 
governor, they again proceeded there, and with or without fighting 
took possession of the forts of Champanlr, Broach and Surat. 

When in the 17th year Ahmadabad was annexed to the empire, 


1 In Sambhal in the Moradabad District, LF.P., see Akbarnama, II, p. 4 ' 4 - 
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and the standards of Akbar cast their shade in that province, discord 
came about amongst the forces of the Mirzas. Ibrahim Husain came 
out of Broach and passed the royal camp at a distance of eight kos. 
As imperial officers had been sent a day earlier towards Surat to deal 
with Muhammad Husain Mlrza, Akbar on receipt of this news sent 
Shahbaz Khan to recall the officers, and himself made a flying march. 
When he arrived on the bank of the MahindrI, which is near the 
town of Sarnal, he had altogether forty horse, and most of the troopers 
were without their coats of mail. He waited for a while till special 
armour could be distributed. Meanwhile the officers also arrived, so 
that the number of the royal force rose to 200. A hot engagement 
took place in that town 1 . Ibrahim Husain Mlrza fled towards Agra, 
and his wife Gulrukh Begam, the daughter of Mlrza Kamran, fled 
to the Deccan with his son Muzaffar Husain. In that year Akbar 
proceeded to take Surat, and left Mlrza ‘Aziz Koka at Ahmadabad. 
He summoned Qutb-ud-Dln Khan and other Amirs from Malwa to 
ace as auxiliaries, Muhammad Husain Mlrza and Shah Mlrza, who 
were near Pattan, joined Slier Khan FfiladI and besieged the town 
(of Pattan). Mlrza Kdka started to engage them, and a fierce battle 
ensued. As failure is the final fate of ingrates; there was the appear¬ 
ance of victory for the Mirzas, but it ended in defeat. Muhammad 
Husain Mlrza fled to the Deccan and Ibrahim Husain Mlrza with 
Mas'ud Husain Mlrza—who had created a disturbance in Nagor and 
had been defeated—started for the Panjab. During that time Husain 
Qull Khan the Governor of the area was besieging NagarkSt. He 
concluded a peace with the Raja, and started in their pursuit. Mas'ud 
Husain Mlrza was captured in the battle, while Ibrahim Husain fled 
to Multan, where he was wounded and taken prisoner by the Baluchis. 
Sa'Id Khan Chaghta’I, the governor of Multan, heard about it and got 
hold of him; he died of his wounds. Muhammad Husain Mlrza, 
after Akbar’s return to Agra from Gujarat, turned back from Daula- 


1 Based on the account in Akbarnama, Text 11 , pp, 3 °°> 3 OI > 3 J 3 > 
Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 44 1 > 462, 463. 
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tabad in the Deccan, and again took possession o£ some estates in 
Gujarat. He was defeated near Cambay by Naurang Khan son of 
Qutb-ud-Dln and other royal officers, and joined Ikhtiyar-ul-Mulk and 
the sons of Sher Khan Fuladi, who had raised the head of rebellion. 
With a large force they besieged Mirza ‘Aziz Koka in Ahmadabad. 
Akbar on hearing this news came from Agra in nine days, chiefly on 
fast camels, and on 5th Jummada I, 981 A.H. (2nd September, 1573 
A.D.) reached within three kos of Ahmadabad with less than 1,000 
horse 1 2 . A fierce engagement ensued with Muhammad Husain Mirza, 
who arrayed himself for battle leaving Ikhtiyar-ul-Mulk to carry on 
the siege. The Emperor himself with 100 horse formed the reserve 
and performed great deeds. Muhammad Husain Mirza was wounded 
and took the road of flight, but his horse’s foot was caught upon a 
thorn-bush, and he was thrown down. Two of the royal men came 
up in time, and putting him on the horse brought him to the Presence. 
Each claimed the reward for his capture. By Akbar’s order Raja 
Blr Bar asked the Mirza as to who had captured him. He replied, 
‘‘The Emperor’s salt took me, otherwise what power had these men to 
do so.” After this incident the men dispersed to plunder. A few 
remained with the fortunate Emperor; and Ikhtiyar-ul-Mulk hearing 
of the capture of Mirza took to flight with 5,000 men. As it was 
thought that he would fight, a great uproar occurred. The drummers 
were frightened, but by threats and encouragements they were induced 
to beat the drum. The enemy were going away in a confused state 
when the imperial heroes attacked, and put many of them to death 
by shooting them with arrows. Ikhtiyar-ul-Mulk was separated from 
his men, and came across a Euphorbia-hedge. He wanted his horse 

1 Akbarnama, Text III, pp. 13-16, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 18-22. 

2 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 5 ! > Beveridge’s translation III, p. 73. The 
capture of Muhammad Husain Mirza after the battle is described in Text, p. 
49, translation, p. 84. The question as to who had captured him is there, but 
the name of Raja Bir Bar is not mentioned, and his reply is given as "The salt 
of the king of realm and religion captured me.” Ikhtiyar-ul-Mulk's battle and 
his death are described in Text, pp. 60, 61, translation, pp. 85, 86. 
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to jump the hedge, but fell down. Sohrab Turkaman, who was 
behind him, cut off his head, and brought it (to the Emperor). At 
this time of confusion Rai Singh, who had charge of Muhammad 
Husain, put him to death. Shah Mirza had fled early in the begin¬ 
ning of the battle. 

After this, in the 22nd year, Muzaffar Husain, whom his mother 
had taken to the Deccan, came to Gujarat with a few vagabonds, and 
created a disturbance. As Raja Todar Mai before this had come to 
assist Vazlr Khan, and to arrange the affairs of the province, he and 
the Khan attacked Muzaffar Husain and defeated him. He ran away 
to Juniigarh. When the Raja returned to the Court, the Mirza again 
came to Ahinadabad and besieged Vazlr Khan. He intrigued with 
Vazlr Khan s men, and was about to enter the city when suddenly 
Mihr ‘All KulabI—who had stirred up the youthful Mirza to this 
undertaking—was killed by a bullet. The Mirza on seeing this went 
off, at the moment of success, towards Nandurbar. When he reached 
khandesh, Raja ‘All Khan, the ruler of that country, imprisoned him 
and sent him to Akbar. He was imprisoned for a time, but, as he 
showed signs of repentance and loyalty, he was treated with favour 1 . 
In the 38th year Akbar married him to his eldest daughter Khanum 
Begam 2 , and assigned Sarkar Qanauj to him as his fief. When it was 
reported that he was a drunkard, and entertained evil thoughts, he was 
sent for from his fief and put into prison. In the 45th year, 1008 
A.H. he, at the time of the siege of Asir, was sent off to capture the 
fort of Lalang. The Mirza did not take warning from his earlier 
failures, and from wickedness and drunkenness quarrelled with Khwa- 
jagl Fath Ullah, and one day finding an opportunity went off to Guja¬ 
rat. His companions left him. Between Baglana and Surat he 

1 Akbarndma , Text III, pp. 214-217, Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 301- 
305. 

2 fGianum Begam the eldest daughter of Akbar was born in 977 A.H. 
(1569 A.D) three months after Prince Salim’s birth, vide Blochmann’s translation 
of A’in, I (2nd edn.), p. 321. Her marriage is mentioned in Akbarndma , Text 
III, p. 644, Beveridge s translation III, p. 990. 
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assumed a darvtsh's dress. Khwaja WaisT, who had gone to look for 
him, captured him in this wretched condition and brought him to the 
Presence. The King overlooked his short sightedness, and simply 
imprisoned him. In the 46th year he was again released and treated 
with kindness. Later he died a natural death. His sister Nur-un-Nisa 1 2 3 
BSgam was married to Prince Salim. It is stated that Gulrukh BEgam, 
who was Jahangir’s mother-in-law, was ill at Ajmer in 1023 A.H. 
(1614 A.D.), and Jahangir Badshah went to her house to enquire after 
her. The Begarn presented a robe of honour. The Emperor prefer¬ 
ring the observance of the code (Torn) to the maintenance of royal 
dignity, did obeisance and took the robe of honour. 

MUHAMMAD TAQI SIMSAZ, styled 
SHAH QULI KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 366-369). 

Muhammad Taqi 5 from his early days was in the service of Prince 
Shah Jahan, and attained riches and a position of trust. By his good 
fortune he was appointed Bakjisbl of the Prince’s establishment and 
becapie one of his chief officers. When the Prince’s officers were 
deputed to the Kangra expedition, Muhammad Taqi' 1 was sent with 
Raja Suraj Mai 4 to take the fort. When both arrived there, the 

1 Blochmann, of. cit., p. 533 . note 1 for additional list of Jahangir’s wives 
including Nut-un-Nisa. 

2 This is not quite correct as he was earlier on the Diwan-i-Buyutat in 
Jahangir’s time and was sent to Mandsiir in the 8th year to bring Mirza ‘Aziz 
Koka’s family and dependants to Ajmer, see Tuznk-i-]ahangiri (Rogers & Bever¬ 
idge) I, p. 258, 

3 His appointment with Raja Suraj Mai to the Kangra expedition is men¬ 
tioned in the account of the 12th year, see Tfizuk, of. cit., p. 392. 

4 For Raja Suraj Mai eldest son of Raja Basu see Maathir-ul-Umara, II, pp. 

176-179. His differences with Muhammad Taqi the Bakbsht of Prince Shah 
Jahan are detailed on p. 177; see also T Hznk, II, pp. 54-56 where is also men¬ 
tioned Muhammad Taqi’s recall from the Kangra expedition—see Beni Prasad, 
History of Jahangir, p, 312. 
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Raja—who always had evil designs in his mind and saw that Muha¬ 
mmad TaqI would be an obstacle in his way—began to have disputes 
with him and wrote to the Prince complaining against him. Finally 
he wrote that he could not get on with Shah Qull Khan, and the work 
would not be accomplished by him; he requested that another leader 
should be appointed in his place so that the expedition might be 
concluded successfully. Consequently Muhammad TaqI was recalled 
to the Presence, and he was later appointed as Faujdar of Malwa, and 
to the defence of the fortress of Mandu which was in the Prince’s fief. 
When the Prince came by way of Telang to Orissa, Ahmad Beg Khan, 
who was the Deputy Governor there, found it impossible to resist his 
forces and went away to his uncle Ibrahim Fath }ang in Akbarnagar. 
The Prince made over the province (Orissa) to Shah Qull Khan and 
left him in its charge. After Shah Jahan was defeated, he returned 
from Bengal to the Deccan and encamped at Devalgaon, which was 
above the pass of Rohankhera (Rohankhed). At the instigation of 
Malik Ambar, the Abyssinian, his officer Yaqut Khan had established 
himself near Burhanpur and was plundering the neighbourhood. The 
Prince sent ‘Abdullah Khan and Shah Qull Khan with the idea that 
as Burhanpur had been emptied of the best of the imperial forces it 
might be taken possession of by a rapid movement. 

As Rao Ratan Hara 1 , the Governor of the place, had strengthened 
the fortifications and omitted nothing that was necessary for defence, 
they submitted that the Prince should come in person. When after this 
La<l Bagh of Burhanpur was occupied by the Prince, the two leaders 
were ordered to attack on the two sides. As the main force of the 
enemy was opposing ‘Abdullah Khan, and the paladins of the two 
sides were engaged in single combats, Shah Qull Khan saw his oppor¬ 
tunity and breached the wall, and entered the city. He took his sear 
on the terrace of the Kotwali, and proclaimed the government of 

Shah Jahan Ghazl. 


1 For Rao Ratan Hara see MaSthir-ul'Vmara, II, pp. 208-31/. The siege 
of Burhanpur is detailed in this account. 
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When Rao Ratan’s son, who was opposing him, was defeated, Rao 
Ratan left a large force to face ‘Abdullah Khan, and himself turning 
back fought a fierce engagement in the market place. Shah Quli’s 
men were engaged in plunder, but with the few men who were left 
he offered a stout resistance. When most of his companions were 
slain and there was no hope of his being reinforced, he was obliged to 
take refuge in the fort. It is stated that ‘Abdullah Khan behaved 
treacherously, and that if he had rushed assistance, the attack would 
have been successful. His perfunctoriness was apparently the cause 
of Shah Jahan’s dissatisfaction and led to ‘Abdullah Khan leaving him. 
In fine, an enterprise which had succeeded, failed. Rao Ratan once 
again strengthened the batteries and invested the fort. Shah Quli 
Khan made terms and waited on him, but was imprisoned. After he 
had imprisoned his companions in Burhanpur, he sent off Shah QulT 
to the Court 1 . When Mahabat Khan came to Burhanpur after the 
battle of Tons 2 , he put to death some of the gallant men, and cut off 
the hands of some others. When, as a result of the jugglery of Fate, 
Mahabat Khan was successful on the banks of Jhelum in 1035 A.H. 
(1626 A.D.) he, on the day when he murdered Khwaja ‘Abdul 
Khaliq KhawafI, also put to the sword 3 that brave man Shah Quli 
Khan. 


MUHAMMAD YAR KH AN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 706-711). 

He was the son of Mirza Bahman Yar 1 ‘tiqad Khan 4 , and was a 
son befitting of such a worthy father. In fact, in his free and easy 

1 For connected accounts of Shah Jahan’s revolt see Beni Prasad, History 
of Jahangir, pp. 366-386 and Banarsi Prasad, History of Shahjahan, pp. 4 °' 54 - 

2 Battle of Damdama, a village near the junction of Tons and the Ganges 
in Allahabad District in 1624, Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 173, also see 
labalndma-i-Jahangtri , p. 23Z. 

3 Iqbalndma-i-Jahdngiri, p. 267. The executions took place at Attock. 

4 For his life see Maathir-ul-Umara, Text I, pp. 232-234, Beveridge’; 
translation I, pp, 354, 355. 
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temperament and absence of touting for favours he surpassed his father 
and had little to do with men of the world. The more he kicked up 
Ins heels at the world affairs the more did the hand of riches lay hold 
of his skirt. The more he smote at the breast of Fortune with the 
hand of rejection, the more did she lament (literally: bent her hands) 
and rub her face on his threshold. Though his father spent his days 
in independence, and in pleasure and sport, the son by observing the 
rules of sobriety and prudence enjoyed his life more than the father. 
He suffered little from the hardships of service. In the beginning of 
his service, in the 12th year of ‘Alamglr’s reign, when his father was 
still alive, he received the rank of 400 1 , and was married to the 
daughter of Farrukh Fal, his uncle, who was the youngest son of 
Yamin-ud-Daulah Asaf Jah 2 . Farrukh Fal on account of his great cor¬ 
pulence and love of ease (tanu mandt ) lived in retirement, but he used 
to appear at the Court on the ‘Id and other festival days, and receive 
royal gifts .and presents; and by hoarding these he became a rich man. 
In the 21 st year 3 Muhammad Yar was appointed Superintendent of 
the goldsmith's departments, and afterwards had the charge of QUr- 
khdna (magazine of royal weapons, flags etc.) added to his office. Gra¬ 
dually he rose to the office of the Mir Tiizuk (Master of Ceremonies) 
and was later appointed Reviser of Petitions. Afterwards he was exalt¬ 
ed by his appointment as the Ddrogha of the (ibnslkhdna. But owing 
to his love for comfort and ease, he often kept away from the Court 

1 Maiithir-i 'Alamgiri, p. 90. His marriage is mentioned on p. no in 
the 14th year. 

2 For his life see MaZtjAr-ul-Umara, Text 1, pp. 151-160, Beveridge’s 
translation 1, pp. 287-295. His official title was Asaf f£han, but he was also 
known as Asaf Jahi. No account of Farrukh Fal is published in the Maathir-ul- 
Umara , but see Manucci Ill, p. 204, where there is an interesting description of 
the production of fruits by a magician employed by "Faracfal (Falak fal)”; also 
sec Irvine’s note on p. 447 of volume IV of the same work. 

3 MaatbirA-Alarngirt, p. 163 He was appointed in the same year as the 
Darogha of Qwkhana in succession to Imam Vardi, vide p. 165. On pp. 222 
and 330 arc mentioned the appointments to the posts of Mir Tuznk and ’Ard- 
Mvtkmtir in his place. 
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for periods of one to two months. At last, he could not brook the 
promotions of Dhulfiqar Khan 1 Nasrat Jang, who was always being 
rewarded for his victories over the Mahrattas and the conquest of the 
Deccan forts. Though Muhammad Yar also received increases in his 
office and held the rank 2 of 2,500 with 1,500 horse, he, out of jealousy, 
could not stand the promotions of Dhulfiqar Khan and resigned his 
office. He obstinately stuck to his resolution. Prince Muhammad 
A‘zam Shah was ordered to pacify him, but, though the Prince showed 
him much kindness, he would not yield, and sent a message that his 
service was not of such a nature that it could be directed by the 
Prince’s alluring speeches. The Prince became angry and complained 
bitterly to the Emperor. The latter said, “He wants me to send him 
to a fortress.” When he received this news, he petitioned saying 
that he had discharged all his men, and Bljapur was near at hand, if a 
fortress was to be assigned to him, he would go there and guard it. 
According to orders he was sent there from Galgala. The Emperor 
also later came to Bljapur, and as it was apparent that his heart was 
in no way inclined for service, he received permission to return to the 
Capital. 

It so happened that Prince Muhammad Mu‘azzam also had been 
given leave to proceed to Agra at the same time, and their parties 
started with the same caravan. Muhammad Yar never waited on the 
Prince on the way, and, in fact, would pass by his tent but never 
entered it. After reaching Shahjahanabad he led a free, easy and in¬ 
dependent life. He had, however, not spent many months in unemploy¬ 
ment when Fortune favoured him. In the 40th year, 1108 A.H. 3 

1 Muhammad Isma'Il son of Asad I£han Nasrat Jang, who later had the 
title of Dhulfiqar Khan Nasrat Jang. For his life see Maalhir-ttl-Umari, II, pp. 
93-107; and Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s edition of Irvine’s Later Mughals, I, pp. 9, 
10, 250-253. 

2 Maathir-i-‘Alamgiri, p. 350. 

3 1008 A.H, in the Text is a mistake for 1108 A.H. His appointment 
as Governor of Delhi and increase in rank are mentioned on p. 384 of Maatjotr- 
i-'Alamgiri, while his appointment as Faujddr of Moradabad etc. on p. 462. 
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( 1696-97 A. D. ) an order came from the Emperor appointing him 
the Governor of the Capital in place of the deceased ‘Aqii Khan 
KhawafI 1 . His wish was gratified, and receiving an increase of 500 
with 500 horse his rank was advanced to 3,000 with 2,000 horse. 
In the 46th year his rank became 3,500 with 3,000 horse, and he 
received the gift of drums and the appointment of the Faujdar of 
Moradabad—which office was only granted to selected officers—in 
addition to his governorship. After the unfortunate death of Aurang- 
zlb, when Bahadur Shah 2 arrived from Peshawar within three stages 
of the Capital, Mun'im Khan, who had then been granted the title of 
Khan Zaman, was sent to conciliate Muhammad Yar. Though he 
submitted, and sent his son Hasan Yar Khan with the kevs of the 
fort and a present on the assumption of the sovereignty (by Bahadur 
Shah), and also sent 30 lacs in cash and 80 lacs in silver vessels; he 
himself, on a pretence of suffering from palpitation, stayed in the fort. 
After Bahadur Shah’s accession when Asaf-ud-Daulah Asad Khan was 
appointed Governor of the Capital, he was assigned the duties of the 
Governorship and safeguarding the fort. When Jahandar Shah 3 in 
turn became the Emperor, and started from Lahore for the Capital, 
Muhammad Yar went to welcome him as far as Agharabad, and on 
the same day waited on Asaf-ud-Daula at Nlmdat, and then 
retired to his house. Dhulfiqar Khan, who at the time was the Prime 
Minister of India, frequently went to see him, and observing this 
rule that no one should come into his presence armed, took away the 


1 'Aqil Khan Mir ‘Askari, see Maathir-t*l-TJmara, Text II, Pp. 821-823, 
Beveridge’s translation, pp. 264-266. 

2 See Irvine’s Later Mugbals, I, pp. 18-20 for an account of the march of 
Muhammad Mu'azzam, later Bahadur Shah, from Peshawar to Delhi. For 
Mun'im Khan Khan-Khanan Bahadur Shahi see Maathir-ul-Umara, Text III, pp, 
667-677, and Irvine, op. cit.. pp. 125-27. 

3 Jahandar Shah was formally enthroned outside Lahore on 29th March, 
1712 (vide Irvine, op. cit., p. 186) and arrived at Delhi on 22nd June, 1712, 
Irvine, p. 190, but a day earlier according to Khafl Khan. II, p. 7 i 8 , 
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dagger from his waist before visiting him. On the day 1 that the 
Emperor Muhammad Farrukh-Siyar made his victorious entry into 
Shahjahanabad, Muhammad Yar waited on him in the centre of the city, 
paid his respects, and returned to his own house from outside the fort. 
Though he did not frequent the Court, occasionally cases were referred 
to him in view of his having served as the Governor. When Muha¬ 
mmad Farrukh-Siyar was driven to distraction by the predominating 
influence of the Barah Saiyids and was looking for the help of Aurang- 
zlb’s officers 2 3 , he by pressure induced Muhammad Yar to accept the 
office of Khdn-i-Sdmdn on the death of laqarrub Khan. He agreed 
on the condition that he would not be required to be present at the 
Court. Sometimes he appeared before the Emperor, and whenever he 
went to the Kh dn-iSdmdti's office, he did not get down from his 
palanquin but signed the papers sitting in it. He even had pillars 
fixed for the palanquin to rest upon. He was honest and elegant. 
After Farrukh-Siyar, though he did not hold any office, he retained 
possession of his fief till the end of his life. During the reign of 
Muhammad Shah he was twice or thrice summoned to the Court. 
He died at his appointed time'' 1 . Except for Hasan Yar, who died 
in his youth 4 , he had no son. He was wealthy and had much pro¬ 
perty. He was the owner of many houses and shops in Delhi, and 
exaggerated accounts were current regarding the high rents he used to 
realize for them. 


1 17th Muharram, 1125 A.H. (12th February, 1713 A.D.), vide Irvine, 
op. cit.. p. 254. 

2 See Irvine, op. cit., pp. 336, 33 7 , anti note* in reference to Muhammad 
Yar Khan. 

3 See Irvine, op. cit., p. 337, note* where apparently on the authority of 
"Tarikh-t'Mhdi", it is stated that Muhammad Yar Khan died on 18th Jummada 
I, 1138 A.H. (22nd January, 1726 A.D.). 

4 According to ‘‘Tdrikh-i-Mhdi", vide Irvine, np. cit,, p. 337, note* he 
died aged about 40 between 15-20 Safr 1133 A.H. (16-21 December, 1720 
A.D.), 
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MUHAMMAD ZAMAN TEHRAN! 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 452, 453). 

He was a Mansabdar of the time of Jahangir, and was for a long 
time attached to the province of Bengal. He was the Faujddr 1 2 and 
fiefholder of Sylhet. Afterwards when the affairs of the government 
were glorified by the coronation of Shah Jahan, he in the 1 st year was 
confirmed in the Mansab of 2,000 with 1,000 horse which he had 
held previously. In the 4th and 5th years he received increases of 
200 horse on each occasion. In the 8th year he came to the Court, 
and placed his forehead of determination on the threshold of faith. 
After some time he was granted permission to accompany Islam Khan 3 
who had been appointed Governor of Bengal in place of A‘zam 
Khan. When the Assamese with the help of Baldeo, the brother of 
Parichat 3 Zamlndar of Kuch Hajti, became rebellious, he in company 
with Mir Zain-ud-Dln ‘All 4 , the brother of Islam Khan and who had 
the title of Siyadat Khan, rendered good service, and rose high in his 
office and position of trust. Accordingly his rank in the nth year 
was advanced to 2,000 with 1,800 horse 5 . In the 15th year he was 
granted an increase of 200 horse which made his contingent equal to 
his infantry. When in this year Orissa was assigned to Prince Muha¬ 
mmad Shuja‘ as an appendage to the Governorship of Bengal, Muha- 

1 He is mentioned in the account of the 11th year of Shah Jahan’s reign 
in BadshahnUma, II, p. 75 - 

2 He is Islam Khan Mashhad! (MnatJnr-ul-Umara , Text I, pp. 162-167, 
Beveridge and Prashad’s translation I, pp. 694-696). His appointment as 
Governor of Bengal in place of A'zam Khan { Maathir-ul-Umara , Text I, pp f 
174-180, Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 3 1 5-3 1 9) is recorded in Badshahndma , 
1 , pt. i, p. 83, and 'Amal-i-Salih, II, p. 95. 

3 His correct name according to Borah, Babaristan-i-Ghaydbi, II, p. 807, 
note 16, is Parikshit; see also Gait, History of Assam , pp. 63-68, 

4 Badshahnama , II, p. 75 and Yazdani’s edition of ‘ Amal-Salih ,’ II, p. 287. 

5 Badshahntima, II, p. 90. 
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mmad Zaman was sent there to settle the area 1 . In the 19th year 
he was recalled to the Court. In the 20th year he was attached 2 
to Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur who had hurried to settle 
Balkh etc. When the Prince made over Balkh to the officers of Nadhr 
Muhammad, and returned in the 21st year, Muhammad Zaman, in 
accordance with the orders, reached the Presence before the Prince. 
Nothing more has been noticed about him. 

MUHIBB ‘ALI KHAN 3 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 238-245). 

He was the son of Mir Nizam-ud-Dln ‘Ali Khalifa 4 , who was 
the mainstay of Babur’s power, and on account of his great loyalty, 
close association, farsightedness, correct judgment, outstanding bravery, 
and ability was greatly favoured by that great Emperor 5 . He was also 
very accomplished, particularly in matters of medical knowledge. In 
view of certain incidents, such as normally occur in worldly affairs, he 
was suspicious and afraid of Humayun, and as such he was unwilling 

1 Bddshahniima, II, p, 283. His removal from Orissa is recorded on p. 473 - 

2 He was sent to Badaljhshan to convey treasure to Qulij Khan, Badshah- 
n2ma. II, p. 685. 

3 An account of his life based on the Madtbir is published by Blochmann, 
A'tn, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 463 - 455 - 

4 He is often referred to in Memoirs of Babur; for references see Mrs. Beve¬ 
ridge’s translation II, pp. 796. 797; also AkbarnUma , Text I, p. 119, Beveridge’s 
translation I, p. 281, and Banerji, Humayun Bldsbab , pp. 17, 18. 

5 This occurred while Babur was lying seriously ill, Akbarndma, Text I, 
p. 117, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 277. The account is taken almost verbatim 
from Tabaqdt-i-Akbari (De’s edition) Text II, pp. 28, 29, Translation II, pp. 4 i- 
44. Mrs. Beveridge, Memoirs of Babur, II, pp. 702-708, after discussing in detail 
the available evidence concludes that there was an intrigue to supplant Humayun, 
but is of the opinion that Muhammad Zaman Mirza, Babur’s eldest son in¬ 
law, and not Mahdi Khwaja was the person selected by Mir Khalifa as Babur’s 
successor to the throne of India. Banerji of. oil., pp. 17-26, on the other hand, 
accepts the Tabaqat version as correct. See also Akbarnama, Text I, p. 117, 
Beveridge's translation I, p. 277. 
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that the latter should be Babur’s successor. Although before his death 
Babur had nominated Humayun to succeed him, the Mir Khalifa 
wished to raise to the throne Mahdi Khwaja, Babur’s son-in-law, who 
was a liberal-minded man, and for whom he had an affectionate regard. 
Accordingly this plan became known among men, and the Khwaja 
also began to put on regal airs. One day it so happened that the Mir 
Khalifa was in the cent with Mahdi Khwaja. When the former went 
out, the Khwaja—who was not without a streak of madness—ignorant 
of the fact that some other person was also there, involuntarily placed 
his hand over his beard and exclaimed, “God willing! I will flay your 
skin.” Suddenly his glance fell on Muhammad Muqim of Herat—’the 
father of Khwaja Nizam-ud-Din Bakhshi, and who at the time held 
the post of the Dlwan-i-Bayutat —standing in a corner of the tent. 
The Khwaja was amazed, and took him by the ear and said “O ! 
Tajik” 1 . 

Hemistich 

The red tongue ruins a wide-awake head ! 

Muhammad Muqim immediately conveyed these words to the Mir 
Khalifa, (and added) that this was the result of his evil design, for he 
wished to transfer the sovereignty to a stranger. Mir Khalifa thereupon 
abandoned his improper resolution, and forbade anyone from waiting on 
the Khwaja. After Babur’s death he placed Humayun on the throne. 

Muhibb ‘All Khan distinguished himself in battles during the 
reigns of Babur and Humayun. His wife was Nahid Begam 2 , the 
daughter of Qasim K 5 ka. When Babur was taken prisoner in the battle 
with Ubaid Ullah Khan Ozbeg 3 , Qasim Koka, out of his loyalty 

1 See Elliot, V, p. 188. It is not clear whether the Khwaja recited the 
hemistich or it is only a reflection of the author of the Tabaqat on his conduct. 
Probably the latter is more correct, and all that the Khwaja said was “O Tajik” 

2 See Mrs., Beveridge’s translation of Gul-Badan Begam’s HumUytin-Nama, 
p. 268. 

3 aB) Jae in the Text is incorrect, 
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came forward and said, “I am the King. Why have you seized this 
servant of mine.” The enemy put him to death, but the King was 
saved from this deadly danger, and always favoured Qasim’s family 1 . 
In 975 A.H. (1568 A.D.) Nahld Begam went to visit her mother Hajl 
Begam, the daughter of Mlrza Muqlm the son of Amir Dhu-un-Nun, 
who had married Mlrza Hasan after the death of Qasim Koka. After 
that she married Mlrza ‘Isa Tarkhan the ruler of Thatha (Sindh). It 
happened that before Nahld Bcgam’s arrival the Mlrza had died and 
his son Muhammad Beql had become the ruler. He did not treat the 
Begam properly, and also ill-treated the Hajl Begam. The latter allied 
herself with some rascals in an attempt to seize Muhammad Baqi, but 
he got news of the intrigue, and imprisoned Hajl Begam, and she 
died. Nahld Begam by courage and skill made her escape from that 
country, and when she reached Bhakkar, Sultan Mahmud the ruler 
of the area talked in a friendly way and said that if Muhibb ‘All 
Khan would come there, he would conquer Tbatha and hand it over 
to him. The Begam' believed his idle talk, and when she arrived 
in India, she strongly urged this proposition for Akbar’s consideration. 
The Emperor in the 16th year, 978 A. H. (1570 A. D.) presented 
Muhibb ‘All Khan, who for a long while had left service, with a 
flag and drums, and gave fifty lacs 2 of tankas for his expenses from 
Multan, and assigned him a fief in that province. He also sent 
with him Mujahid Khan, his daughter’s son, who was a brave young 
man, and allowed him to depart to that country. He also wrote to 
Sa'ld Khan the Governor of Multan to assist him. When the Khan 
arrived in Multan, he, relying upon the promises of Sultan Mahmud, 
did not wait for assistance (from Sa'ld Khan) and went off to Bhakkar. 

1 Erskine, History of India, I, pp. 351, 352, and Akbarniima, Text II, p. 
362, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 527. The occount of Nahld Begam and 
Muhibb ‘Ali Khan’s appointment co Sind is taken from Akbarnama, Text II, pp. 
361-363, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. ^26-^28-, and Text III, pp. 90, 91, 
Beveridge’s translation III, pp. 127-129. 

2 The fifty lacs of tankas were apparently the income of the fief in Multan, 
see Tabaqdui-Akbari (Dc’s edition), Text II, p. 233, Translation 11 , p. 367. 
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When he had nearly reached there, Sultan Mahmud sent a message 
that he had only made a casual remark and that he could not accom¬ 
pany him on the expedition. He should either return or march to that 
country by way of Jaisalmer. 

As Muhibb ‘All Khan was not inclined to return, he with his 
small force of not more chan 200 men resolved to conquer Bhakkar. 
Sultan Mahmud got ready a force of 10,000 men, and sent it to the 
fort of Mathila. By Divine aid the small force of Muhibb ‘All 
Khan defeated Sultan Mahmud’s army, and the vanquished took 
shelter in the fort. After a siege the fort was captured, and some of 
the goods fell into their hands. Muhibb ‘All Khan then proceeded 
towards Bhakkar, and it chanced that dissension broke out among 
the enemy’s ranks. Mubarak Khan, who belonged to the Khasa’ 
Khaii (clan) of Sultan Mahmud and was his minister, joined Muhibb 
‘All Khan with 1,500 soldiers. The ostensible reason of this was 
that some wicked persons of the locality had accused his son Beg 
Oghli of intriguing with one of Sultan Mahmud’s women. That 
simpleton without investigating the matter set about extirpating the 
family. Mubarak Khan, who lacked loyalty, fearing for his honour 
joined Muhibb ‘All Khan. The latter put him to death, as he 
coveted his property, and increasing his forces set about besieging 
Bhakkar. The siege lasted three years. Famine and pestilence broke, 
out in the fort. One of the strange incidents was the breaking out 
of the disease of swelling (warm). Whoever drank a decoction of the 
bark of Sirs c tree recovered, and so it was sold for its weight in gold. 
At last Sultan Mahmud petitioned Akbar praying that he would 
present the fort as peshkasb to Sultan Salim, but as he was not on 
good terms with Muhibb ‘All Khan, he could not hope for safety at 
his hands, and therefore begged that some other officer should be 
appointed to take over the fort, and then he would proceed to the 
Court. Mir Gfsu Bakdwd Begt , who in accordance with the prayer 


1 The tree Acacia odoratissima, which grows wiki in the country. 
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had been appointed to the Governorship of Sindh, had not reached 
there when Sultan Mahmud fell ill and died. It is stated that when 
Muhibb 'All Khan heard of Sultan Mahmud’s illness he sent a 
letter saying that he had a skilful physician with him, and if Sultan 
Mahmud desired he would send him for treatment. Sultan Mahmud 
wrote on the same letter: 


Verse 

My hidden pain is preferable to the physicians of the enemy. 

May be that I will receive my medicine from the hidden treasury 

(of God). 

When Mir Gssu arrived in that vicinity, Mujahid Khan was engaged 
in besieging the fort of Ganjaba (in Baluchistan). His mother Sami'a 
Bcgam, the daughter of Muhibb ‘All Khan, was indignant on hearing 
of the arrival of Mir Gesu, and sent out some boats to attack him. They 
made things difficult for him, and the Mir was about to be seized. 
Khwaja Muqim of Herat, who was the Amin there, however, with¬ 
held Muhibb ‘All Khan from this improper warfare, and Mir Gesu 
went to the fort in 981 A.H. (1573-74 A.D.). The officers in-charge, 
who were waiting, surrendered the keys to him, but Muhibb ‘All 
Khan and Mujahid Khan out of empty greed would not leave the 
country, and yet it was difficult for them to remain there without 
orders. Muhibb ‘All Khan adopted a conciliatory course, and it was 
arranged that Mujahid Khan should go to Thatha, and that Muhibb 
‘All Khan and his family should stay in L 5 hari (Rohri). When this 
had been arranged the Mir sent a large force in boats against Muhibb 
All Khan. He could not resist and so retired hurriedly to Mathlla. 
Sami'a BSgam strengthened her house, and resisted for a day and 
night. Meanwhile Mujahid Khan arrived after a forced march, and 
defeated the Mir’s men; for three months more he held that side of 
the river. 

When Bhakkar was assigned to Tarsun Khan, Muhibb ‘All Khan 
returned to the Court. In the 21st year, Akbar, in view of the signs of 
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experience and judgment being patent in Muhibb ‘All Khan, granted 
him a robe of honour, and he was permitted 4 to represent at ail times 
the wishes of the people and to suggest what he thought befitting. As 
he was a prudent companion and possessed of talent, Akbar in the 
23rd year gave him the choice 1 2 of one of the four great appointments. 
Firsc was the office of the Mir ‘Ardi (Master of Petitions), second the 
post of che Superintendent of the Harem, third the government of a dis¬ 
tant province, and fourth the governorship of the city of Delhi. As he 
felc that he did noc have enough physical strength in his body, he chose 
the last appointment. In 989 A.^'(1581 A.D.) he died as Governor 
of Delhi. The author of the Tabaqat-i-Akbari includes him in the rank 
of 4,000, but Abul Fadl lists him amongst the holders of 1,000. 

Bhakkar* is an old fort. In ancient histories it is called Mansura. 
The six noihern rivers join and pass near it. Two portions (of the 
river) run on the south side and one on the north side of the town which 
is called Sakhar (Sukkur); this stands along one bank, and the other 
town is called kohrl (Rohri). Ic has always been part of Sindh. Mlrza 
Shah Husain Arghun, the ruler of Tliatha, rebuilt the fort and streng¬ 
thened it, and made over the governorship to Sultan Mahmud his 
foster-brother. After his death Sultan Mahmud, who was a madman 
and a murderer, had the Khutba recited and the coins struck in his 
own name at Bhakkar, while Mlrza ‘Isa Tarkhan did the same in 
Thatha. They were sometimes at peace and sometimes at war 3 . As 
Bhakkar was conquered by Akbar before Thatha, it was included in 
the Multan province. 


1 AkbiirnAnui, Text III, p. 248, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 357. 

2 Adapted from A’iti, sec Jarrett’s translation of Vol. II, pp. 327, 328, 
note 3. 

3 The short notice of Sultan Mahmud and Mlrza ‘Isa Tarkhan is taken 
from the Tabaqat-iAkbart, see De & Prashad’s translation of Vol. Ill, pp. 784- 
786. 
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MUHIBB ‘ALI KHAN ROHTASI 1 
(Vol, III, pp. 277-280). 

He was an officer of Akbar of the rank of 4,000, and was well 
known for his courage and bravery, and military talents and leader¬ 
ship. As he was for a long time the Governor of Rohtas, he became 
known by the name Rohtasi. That fort is situated in Bihar, and is 
one of the lofty fortresses of India. It is a wonderful work of the 
Creator. It is safe even from the idea of an attack, being situated on 
the top of a high hill which is difficult of access. The circuit (of the 
hill?) is 14 kos and its length and breadth rather more than 5 kos. 
From the level ground at the bottom to the level of the fort is a dis¬ 
tance of more than a kos. Cultivation is carried on at the top, and 
there are many springs there, Stranger still, though the hill is so 
high, good sweet water is found at diggings of 3 or 4 yards. From 
the time of the first building of the fort no ruler had been successful 
in conquering it. In the time of the government of Raja Chintaman 2 , 

1 A condensed translation of this biography was given by Blochmann, A'm 
(2nd edn.) I, p. 466. Rohtas in Bihar is called Rohtasgarh in the Imperial Gaze¬ 
tteer, XXI, pp. 322, 323, and must not be confused with the Rohtas fort in 
Jhelum District, Panjab. The description of the fort is based on A’in, II, see 
Jarrett’s translation, pp. 152, 153. 

2 Based on AkbarnSma, Text I, p. 153, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 335, 
but, as is pointed out by Beveridge in note 3 on the some page there is some 
confusion about the nama of the Raja. The name of the Raja is not mentioned 
in TabaqUt-i-Akbari (Newal Kishore edn., p. 229, De’s Text edition, II, p. 100, 
Translation II, pp. 162, 163, note 3), but 1,000 dolis are mentioned. Ferishta 
(Newal Kishore edn., p. 223) gives Hat Kishan as the name of the Raja, and the 
number of dolts as 1,000; this is followed in Dow’s translation ( History of Hind- 
ostan, II, p. 172, 173), but the number of "covered chairs” or dolts is not given; 
the account is copied almost verbatim in Stewart, History of Bengal, pp. 139- 
i 4 t. In Ahmad Yadgar's Tarikh-i-Sbdbi or Tarikb-i-Satitin-Afagbtna (H. Hosain 
edn.), pp. 187-189, the name of the Raja is not mentioned, and the number of 
dolis is 300. In Khttldsat-ut-Tawdrikb (Zafar Hasan edn.), p,3i9 the name of the 
Raja is Chintaman Brahman and the number of dolls 1,000. In Erskine, History 
of India, II, pp. 1 47 '149 the name of the Raja is Haris Kishcn Birkis, and while 
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a Brahman, in the year 945 (t 538-39 A.D.) when Bengal had been 
conquered by Humayun, Shcr Shah Sur with other Afghans and the 
choice treasures of Bengal came by the route of Jharkhand to the 
neighbourhood of Rohtas. He reminded the Raja of the old services, 
and laid the foundations of concord. He represented that as he was 
at the time in a tight corner, the Raja should be kind to him, and 
grant an asylum in the fort to his family and followers, and so put 
him under obligation. The straightforward Raja was deceived by the 
flatteries and cunning of that trtekscer and agreed. That hypocrite 
(Sher Shah) prepared 600 litters ( dolts ), and placed in each two armed 
youths, and sent servant girls with the litters. By this stratagem he 
introduced soldiers into the fort, and captured it. He left his family 
and soldiers in the fort, and raising the hand of disturbance blocked 
the road to Bengal. After chat the fort fell into the hands of Fath 
Khan Batni 1 , who was one of his chief officers, and later also of his 
son Salim Shah. He defended it valiantly against Sulaiman Kararani, 
who had taken possession of Bengal. After some time Junaid 
Kararani 2 conquered it and made it over to one of his confidential 
servants Saiyid Muhammad. When Junaid Kararani died, that 
Saiyid carried on the government of the fort for a cimc, but considered 
that it would be advisable to present the fort as a peshkash through 
the intermediation of some influential person at the imperial Court, 

giving 1,000 as the number of doth, the author notes that various authorities 
give the number .is 300, 1,000, and 1,200. Qanungo in his work Sher Shah, 
discusses the versions in various contemporary works in detail; he states that 
Churamin, the minister of die Raja whose name is not mentioned, prevailed on 
the Raja to agree to Shcr Khan’s proposal. The number of dolis is given as 
1,200. He docs not accept Abbas Sarwani’s refutation of the doli story, which 
is accepted by Dorn in his History of Afghans, pp. 93-100; in the latter work 
Churaman is the name of a Brahman minister of the Raja. See also J^h.ifi Khan, 
I, pp. 95-98. 

1 Patni or Batni in the Text. Blochmann has adopted Batni. For “Batam 
or Putni” also see Beveridge’s note in his translation of Akbarnama, Ill, Index, 
pp. 58, 59. 

2 Akbarnama, Text III, p. 189, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 266. 
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and so to become one of the servants of Akbar. Meanwhile Muzaffar 
Khan with the Bihar army marched to take the fort. Saiyid Muham¬ 
mad entered into correspondence with Shahbaz Khan Kambu, who 
having defeated Raja Gajpatl had turned him into a vagabond and 
was besieging his son SrT Ram in the fort of Shergarh. Shahbaz 
Khan hastened there, and in the 21st year (984 A.H., 1576 A.D.) 
took possession of the fort. In the same vear he, in accordance with 
orders, made over the charge of the fort to Muhibb ‘All Khan, and 
himself proceeded to the Court. For years afterwards Muhibb ‘All 
Khan held the fort, and was noted for his administrative and judicial 
skill. He distinguished himself always by providing suitable assis¬ 
tance to the Bengal administration, and rendered valuable assistance 
in uprooting sedition in the area. His son Habib ‘All Khan, who 
was a brave young man, acted as his father’s deputy in the govern¬ 
ment of Rohtas and the adjacent country. When most of the 
fiefholders went to serve in Bengal, Yusuf Matl in the 30th year 
collected some Afghans and started plundering the area. Habib 
‘All carried away by youthful enthusiasm fought with him without 
proper arrangements, and performing deeds of bravery and valour 
was killed. Muhibb ‘Ali Mian was so greatly upset on receipt of 
this news as to become mad ( kaltwa sbud). But though he showed 
much restlessness, the Bengal officers would not allow him to proceed 1 
(against Yusuf). As Shah Qull Mahram was going to the Court, he 
was deputed to chastise that wretch (Yusuf), and he in a short while 
put an end to the disturbance. When in the 31st year two officers 
were appointed to each province, so that if one went to the Court or 
fell ill, the other could carry on the work, Bengal was assigned to 
Vazir Khan along with Muhibb ‘All Khan. When in the 31st year 
Bihar was granted as a fief to Raja Bhagwant Das, Muhibb ‘All 
Khan’s Jaglr also was transferred to the Kachwaha (Bhagwant Das). 
Multan was thought of for him, and an order of recall was despatched 
to him. In the beginning of 34th year 2 he came to the Court and hi* 

1 Akbarnama , Text III, p, 460, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 695. 

Ibid., p. 536, Ibid., translation, p. 816. 
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heart’s desire -was fulfilled, and his happiness increased through various 
favours and honours bestowed on him. He accompanied Akbar on 
the first expedition to Kashmir which took place in 997 A.H. (1589 
A.D.). He fell ill in that city (Srinagar), and during the return 
journey he died near Koh Sulaiman. One day before (his death) 
Akbar 1 had gone to his quarters to enquire after him. It is stated 
that when he was dying and had long been incapable of speaking, 
someone said, “Say without God there is no God”. He replied that 
it was not the time to say ; there is no God; rather it was the time 
when all one’s thoughts should be centred in God. 

RAJA MUHKAM SINGH 
(Vol. II, pp. 330-332) 

He was a KhatrT by caste. He was in the employment of Amlr- 
ul-Umara Husain ‘All Khan 2 3 4 , and soon became a trusted servant of 
that high official. By degrees he rose to the post of his Divan , and 
later became his general. In the battle with Da’ud Khan' 1 , which 
took place in 1127 A.H. (1715 A.D.), he was one of the elephant 
riders. After reaching Aurangabad when the disturbance of Khadu' 1 

1 See Akbamama, Text III, p. 553, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 840. 
The version of his reply is somewhat different, for lie is stated to have said "It is 
not the time to say La Allah (without God), rather it is the time to fix all one’s 
heart on God (Ba Allah)." 

2 Maathir-ul.Umara, I, pp. 321-328, Beveridge & Pr.ishad’s translation, pp. 
628-639. 

3 Maathir-til-Umara, II, pp. 63-68, Beveridge’s translation, pp. 458-462. 
Da’ud fjihan Pani was killed in a battle at Burhanpur on 8th Ramadan 1127A.H. 
( 6 th September 1715), see Irvine, Later Mitghals (Sir Jadunath Sarkar edn.) I, p. 
328. 

4 So in Text, he is in iGiafi Khan, II, p. 777. He is 

called Khandce Rao Dhabaray in Grant-Duff, History of the Mahrattas, I, pp. 
320 etc., Khanderao Dabhade in Kincaid & Parasnis, History of Maratha People, 
p. 211 ete., and Khandc Rao Dabhade in Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 
338 etc. His victory over Dhnlfaqar Beg near the edge of the Baglana forest is 
described by Kincaid & Parasnis on pp. 211, 212, and it is stated that Raja 
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Dihariya (Khande Rao Dabhadc), Makiisdar of Khandesh and one of 
the companions of Raja Sahu (Shahu), broke out, Dliulfaqar Beg, 
the Bakhsbi of Husain ‘All Khan, who had been appointed to chastise 
him, was killed, Husain 'All Khan appointed the Raja with a suitable 
force to remedy the matters, and he wrote to Saif-ud-Din ‘All Khan, 
his (younger) brother, who was the Stibadar of Burhanpur, to 
join with the Raja in putting down Khadu Dihariya. A satisfactory 1 
encounter with that troublesome tribe (the Marathas) took place in 
Khandesh, and later Muhkam Singh signally defeated the Maratha 
forces which were plundering near Ahniadnagar, and forced them back 
to the fort of Satara which was the residence of Raja Shahu. After 
that he returned to the Capital with Husain ‘All Khan. When the 
latter was killed, Muhkam Singh, on receiving from Haidar Quli 
Khan' 1 a message of safety for his life and honour, came to the Court' 1 . 
His offences were pardoned and he was favoured with grant of the 
rank of 6,000; this was later raised to 7,000. On the night before 
the battle between the Emperor’s troops and those of Qutb-ul-Mulk, 
Raja Muhkam Singh who as he had previously arranged with him, 
suddenly left the imperial army, and joined him. The battle lasted 
throughout the day, and even after night fall the cannonade from the 
royal guns continued. A ball struck the bowdab of the elephant of 
Muhkam Singh and he descending got on to a horse, and ran away. 
For a long time it was not known whether he was alive or dead. 

Mohkatn Singh and Sarfuddin Ali Khan were not able to achieve, any success 
against him. 

1 So in Text, but the variant iV) D would mean just the 

opposite. Tlie account in ffhafi Khan, II, p. 780, indicates that the variant is 
more correct; see also note 4 on previous page. 

2 Maatb^ir-ttl-Umara, III, pp. 747-751, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, 
pp. 600-602. 

3 See Irvine, Laler Mughals, II, p. 67, where the account of his presenta¬ 
tion before Muhammad Shah is given. His desertion from the imperialist army 
to join Saiyid ‘Abdullah Qurb-ul-Mu)k is described on p. 87, The battle took 
place at Hasanpur on 13th Muharram 1136 A.H. (13th November, 1720 A.D.), 
op. at., p. 85. 
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MUHTASHAM KHAN BAHADUR 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 793-796). 

He was Mfr Muhammad Khan 1 , son of Muhtasham Khan 2 son of 
Shaikh Mir. He was above all his brothers m regard to his office and 
influence. His success was not due to his birth, but because Zinat- 
un-Nisa Begam 3 the full sister of A‘zam Shall—who always devoted 
herself to the service of her revered father (Aurangzlb) and was styled 
Begam Sahiba after the accession of Bahadur Shah—gave her protege 
the daughter of Mir Mas'ud in marriage to him. On the recommen¬ 
dation of the Bfgam he attained the rank of 700 in the reign of 
Aurangzlb. 1 le was a real student, and studying under Mulla Jlvan 
Amaithlval 4 5 —who was well known for his learning and was for long 
an associate ot Aurangzlb and later of Bahadur Shah—became the 
chief pupil of the Mulla. In Bahadur Shah’s tune lie was awarded 
the title of his father. When the affairs of the government became 
unsettled, and the Amirzadas and the descendants of high families 
were obliged to give up hopes of service and advancement due to them 
by the right of their birth, and to look for success to the patronage of 
the influential officials, Muhtasham Khan also, after the sad death of 
the Begam, attached himself to Nawab Asaf Jail Fath Jang, and 
came to Miilwa. He received an allowance of one hundred and fifty 
rupees a month. When that great Amir crossed the Narbada 6 , and 

1 (jjta. in the Text is a printer’s error for lilt* 

2 I he word is omitted in the Text between uRi. iin d 

' 1 

For Muhtasham f£han see Maalhir-ul-lJ mar 3 , Ill, pp. 646-650. 
He w is the son of Shaikh Mir Mtwiifi who was a distinguished companion of 
Prince Atirangzih, and died at an early age. 

3 She was the second daughter of Aurangzlb, and according to Irvine, 
Liter Mugbals (Sarkar edn.), I, p.a, received the title of "Padshah Begam” from 
Bahadur Shah. She died at the age of 80 years on i8rh May, 1721. 

4 Mulla Jiwan Amaithvi, according to Beale, Biographical Dictionary (1894 
edn.), p. 278, was the tutor of Hmperor Aurangzib. 

5 i£hafi l£hin, II, p. 832. See also Irvine, Later Mughals, II, p. 22, where 

the date is given as 1st Rajah, 1 132 A.H. (9th May, 1720 A.D.). 
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having won decisive victories 1 over the huge armies of his enemies, 
took possession of the extensive territories of the Deccan, Muhtasham 
Khan was granted the rank of 3,000 with 2,000 horse and appointed 
the Bakhsht of the Adansabddrs of the Deccan. When Fath Jang was 
sent for to Upper India 2 for taking up the office of the Vazir , Muht¬ 
asham Khan, as he hesitated in accompanying him, was removed from 
his office. After some time he was appointed from the Capital for 
service in the Deccan. After the battle 3 with Mubariz Khan, in 
which he was wounded, he was rewarded by reinstatement in his 
old office (of the Bakjosht) which, according to his own saying, suited 
him and was to his liking. For nearly twenty years he rendered 
approved service, and receiving the title of Bahadur rose to the rank 
of 5,000. 

He was a straightforward man, devoid of guile, and was distingui¬ 
shed for his sincerity and frankness, tde was possessed of candour 
and trust, which are essential qualities for a leader, and never forgot 
the observance of the etiquette of the Court. He carried out the 
duties of his service in a most efficient manner, and did not allow 
nepotism to interfere in his official dealings with relations or acquain¬ 
tances. He preserved an even tenor of life from the beginning to the 
end, and was never presumptuous. Outwardly he was austere and 
morose, but he never spared himself in public service and did his best 
in every possible way. He did not keep up a force equal to his rank, 
but was possessed of much property including elephants. In his 
later days he developed a special attraction for beardless youths whom 
he patronised openly. The pleasure-loving and smooth-faced lads, 
with moustaches just beginning to show up and who had shaved their 

1 Battles of Pandhar, 20th June, 1720, and Balapiir, 11th August, 1720, 
vide Irvine, Later Mughals, II, pp. 29, 47. These dates are according to 
Wiistenfcld-Mdbler's Tabellen, and are one day later than those given in Irvine. 

2 In 1721. According to i£ha£i l^han, II, p. 939, he reached Delhi, and 
on 22nd Rnbi‘ II, 20th February, 1722, was appointed the Vaz'tr. 

3 Battle o£ Shnkarkhera, 11th October, 1724, see Vol. 1 , ante, p. 718, 
notes 7, 8. 
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eyebrows, were dressed and adorned with great pains; this was regar¬ 
ded by him as .1 necessary expense (obligation) for authority ( masarif 
himmai). When Nawab Fath Jang was besieging the fort of 
Trichinopoly he died in 1156 A.H. on i6ch Jummada I (27th June, 
1743 A.D.). His son Hashmat Ullah Khan was appointed Bakhsht 
on his father’s death, and received the rank of 2,500. He was a young 
man of amiable disposition and carried on his duties satisfactorily. 

MUHTASHAM KHAN MIR IBRAHIM 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 646-650). 

He was the eldest son of Shaikh Mir KhawafI, who was the chief 
of the intimates of Prince Aurangzlb in his early days. If death 1 had 
spared him, he would have been one of the chief officers and the 
leading commanders of the state. In the early years of the reign he 
did great deeds and established a claim for recognition at the hands 
of the successor to the sovereignty. The appreciative Sovereign 
showed favours to and brought up his sons, who were still young, 
and granted them suitable ranks. Although they, as a result of their 
evil destiny, were not in accord with the Emperor’s disposition, they 
attained high ranks simply because of the regard for their deceased 
parent; the Emperor never failed to show favours to them. Mir 
Ibrahim received the rank of 1,000 with 400 horse, and during his 
long service received promotion. Later for some reason he left for 
pilgrimage to the Fhjaz. In the 18th year after his return from the 
Hijaz he rendered homage at the Court, and was confirmed in the 
rank of 1,500, and exalted by the grant of the title of Muhtasham 
Mian. From Hasan Abdal he was appointed Fattjdar of Langarkot 2 , 

1 He was killed in the battle of Deori’i, 4 miles from Ajmer 23rd to 25th 
Match, 1659; ‘ AUmgirnama, pp. 314-326, Khali l£han, II, pp. 68—71, and Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, II. pp. 505-517- 

2 Ma 3 thir-i'‘Alamgin, p. 141. His appointment as Faujddr of Mcwat is 
mentioned on p. 158, and transfer from governorship of Agra to that of Allaha¬ 
bad on pp. 246, 247. His reinstatement is recorded on p, 396, and appointment 
as governor of Naldrug in the 47th'year on p. 470. 


3 ° 
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which is 20 kos from Peshawar, and received the gift of a flag. 
After returning from Hasan Abdal he was made Faujdar of 
Sarangpur, and in the 20th year appointed Faujdar or Mgwat. 
When Prince Muhammad Akbar raised the head of rebellion, and 
some of the auxiliary officers willingly joined him, while others 
submitted unwillingly, the Khan and a few others out of loyalty did 
not leave the path of duty, and did not obey the Prince’s orders. For 
a time he was imprisoned because of lus objectionable address, 
but when the Prince fled, he came and did homage, and was gracious- 
ly received. Afterwards he was appointed Governor of Agra, and 
in the 28th year on the death of Saif Khan the Governor of Allahabad 
he was given charge of that province. Later he was deprived of his 
rank, and for a long time lived in retirement. In the 42nd year he 
was reinstated in the rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse, and after some 
time was sanctioned an addition of 1,000 horse, and appointed 
Governor of Aurangabad, but the year of this appointment is not 
known. In the 47th year he was nominated Governor of Naldrug. 
Later he was again suspended from his office and returned to the 
Court. When in the 49th year the Emperor turned his attention to 
the conqucsc of WagingSra 1 , Pirya (Pldiya) Naik, the governor, had 
recourse to craft, and professed a desire for peace. He handed over 
to ‘Abdul GhanI Kashmiri a pedlar (dast fardsb ) of the camp—who 
by deceit had been carrying on dealings with Pldiya—a letter full of 
various requests. This was presented to the Emperor through HidSyat 
Kcsh the recorder (l A aqi‘a Khwan'j and the prayers were accepted. 
Afterwards Muhtasham Khan, who was without office and a debtor of 
the same Kashmiri, was at the suggestion of the Naik restored to 
office, appointed governor of the fort, and sent to take over the fort. 
The hypocrite admitted the Khan and a few others into the fort, and 
the drums of victory were beaten loudly in the royal camp and there 
were rejoicings. At last the Kashmiri brought a message from Pldiyii’s 

1 For the campaign of Wagingera see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of 
Anrangzib, V, pp. 221-234, and Maathir-i-' ALimyin, pp. 498-506. 
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mother that Pidiya had gone mad and run away. Som Singh his 
brother, who had come to the Presence to arrange for the peace, 
obtained leave to return and arrange for vacating the fort. This also 
was allowed. He thought that by his falsehood and deception the 
royal army would march off, but when this did not happen, the flames 
of strife were rekindled, and the helpless Muhtasham Khan was 
imprisoned. On the day when by rhe exertions of the heroes the fort 
was captured, that wicked person shut up the Khan in a house, and 
setting fire to the buildings fled. If the imperialists had arrived 
a moment later, the Khan would have been burnt. It is stated 
that the Khan had eaten some metallic compound ( filzat ), as a result 
even in the height of winter sweat poured from his body, and he 
needed fans. He was well known for his potency and keeping many 
women. His main pastimes were indulgence, sleeping and eating. 
On account of repeated dismissals and lack of employment he was in 
miserable circumstances. At the time of the return from Khelna 1 the 
officers suffered great hardships. Owing to extensive rains every 
stream was flooded, and at every step a bridge had to be built. There 
was not even a trace of beasts of burden or horses. It took a month 
and seventeen days to cover fourteen kos . The Khan, who could not 
exist without women, came along the hillside with most of his women 
folk on foot, a staff in his hand, falling and stumbling. He had many 
children, but none of his sons except for Muhammad Khan who was 
honoured and received his father’s title, attained to any eminence. A 
separate account 2 of the son has been included. 


1 During the return journey of the Mughal army after the fall of Khelna 
in June, 1702; the sufferings of the army during this journey are summed up 
by Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Attrangzib, V, pp. 187-189. 

2 Maiithir-til-Umara, Text III, pp. 793-796, and translation immediately 
before this account on pp. 231-233. 
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MUHTASHAM KHAN SHAIKH QASIM FATHPURI 
(Vol. Ill, p. 355 ). 

He was the brother of Islam Khan 1 Shaikh ‘Ala’-ud-Dln. In the 
3rd 2 year of Jahangir’s reign he was appointed to the rank of 1,000 
with 500 horse. In the 5th year' 1 he was granted an increase of 250 
horse. After the death of Islam Khan he received an increase in his 

rank. In the 8th year he was appointed governor of Bengal' 1 , and is 

the 9th year 5 his rank was increased to 4,000 with 4,000 horse. As 
he did not possess the essential qualities of leadership, and in fact was 
devoid of any powers of management, people of the area were dis¬ 
satisfied with him. He deputed an army without proper preparation 

1 rr<a r>-i q n«- foe_f-l-LQ CA.Q qiiacF A r c/Lro It- ll_3_rl rqjj fc] ^ t~lve.e_ 
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MIR MU‘IZZ-UL-MULK AKBAR! 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 227-231). 

He was a Musawl Saiyid 1 and one of the nobles of the Holy 
Mashhad. In the reign of Akbar he was enrolled among the com¬ 
manders of 3,000, and was highly favoured for his services. In the 
10th year of his reign, 973 2 A.H. (1563-66 A.D.), Akbar moved to 
Jaunpur to punish Khan Zaman, who had sent his brother Bahadur 
Khan with Iskandar Khan Ozbeg to the district of Sarwar 3 for plun¬ 
dering and ravaging that area. For their chastisement Akbar sent a 
strong detachment of officers under Mir Mu‘izz-ul-Mulk. The rebels 
on the arrival of this strong detachment lost courage 4 and restored to 
deception and negotiations. They sent a message that it was beyond 
them to think of opposing the royal forces, and their prayer was for 
pardon. They were willing to send over the well known elephants 
which they had captured, and as soon as their faults had been cleansed 
by the limpid water of forgiveness they would come to the Presence to 
offer their apologies in person. The Mir wrote in reply that the 
record of their crimes was not of such a nature that it could be 
cleansed without the intervention of the sword. In spite of this 
Bahadur Khan requested that if he were granted an interview, it would 
be possible to exchange a few appropriate words. Mir came out of 
his encampment with a few companions, and Bahadur Khan with a 
few attendants also approached from the opposite side; and various 
points were discussed by the two parties. 

As the signs of deceit were patent on the foreheads of the rebels, 
it was not found possible to arrange a peaceful settlement. Akbar 

1 See Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 414, 415, 

2 Akbarnama, Text II, pp. 257, 258, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 384, 
385. For ‘Ali Qull fyhan Zaman see Maatbir-ul-Umarji, I, pp. 622-630, Bever¬ 
idge’s translation, pp. 197-204. 

3 See Beveridge, of. tit,, p. 389, note 1. 

4 See Akbarnama, Text II, pp, 261, 262, Beveridge’s translation II, pp. 
389-391, from where the above account appears to have been taken. 
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on hearing of this news sent Lashkar Khan and Raja Todar Mai to 
the Mir with the instructions that they should arrange for peace 
or war as they thought proper. They after meeting Mir Mu‘izz-ul- 
Mulk sent a message to the rebels that if their faithful and friendly 
words were sincerely meant, they should present themselves at the 
threshold without fear, otherwise they must be prepared to fight. As 
they were not satisfied, they did not agree. The Mir, who was very 
conceited and proud of his fighting qualities, having heard that the 
means employed by Khan Zaman were likely to lead to his offences 
being pardoned, arranged his army and attacked the enemy near 
Khairabad. Muhammad Yar, the nephew of Iskandar Khan Ozbeg 
who commanded the advance guard of the insurgents fell in the first 
attack of the royal army. Iskandar Khan, who was fighting behind 
him, was carried along and fled from the field. The victorious army 
thinking that the flight of Iskandar had decided the battle took to 
plundering, and became scattered. Bahadur Khan, who was lying in 
wait with a force, attacked the left wing of the army during this 
disturbance. Shah Budagh Khan fell from his horse and was taken 
prisoner, and many soldiers throwing the dust of unfaithfulness on 
their foreheads, deserted to the enemy. Bahadur Khan, having de¬ 
feated this section of the imperialist army, attacked the centre, where 
the soldiers without fighting gave up the struggle and took to flight, 
while some out of discord or unfaithfulness crept away. Through 
lack of union, and the presumption and vanity of the Commander, the 
victors were deleated. Though Raja T 5 dar Mai with other Amirs 
firmly held the ground, but, as the army was scattered, nothing could 
be achieved. Later when the province of Bihar was conquered, the 
Mir was granted as his fief the pargana of Arab’ and its surroundings. 
In the 2qth year the nobles of Bihar under the leadership of Ma'surn 
Khan Kabuli, Tayftlddr of Patna, rebelled. They led away Mir 
Mu'izz-ul-Mulk and his younger brother Mir ‘All Akbar from the 
righteous path by their plausible speeches and flatteries, and spread 


1 Arrah in Bihar. 
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the disturbance. But both the brothers after a while separated them¬ 
selves from the rebels, and Mir Mu‘izz-ul-Mulk hurrying to Jaunpur 
raised the standard of independence, and collected (round him) many 
short-sighted opportunists. Consequently in the 25th year, 588 
A.H. Akbar directed Asad Khan Turkman Jdgtrddr of Mamkpur to 
hasten to Jaunpur, and bring that wicked wretch with all his suspicious 
adherents to the Court. In compliance of the orders he (Asad Khan) 
captured all the insurgents and sent them by boat to the Emperor. 
Near Itawah, however, the boat of the Mir foundered in the River 
Jumna*. 


(RAI) mukand narnoli 

(Vol. II, pp. 237, 238). 

He was a Mathar Kait (Mathur Kaisth or Kayasth' 1 2 3 ). Earlier 
when Asaf Khan YarnTn-ud-Daula (Nur Jahan’s brother) had the small 
rank of 200 with 3 horse, Rai Mukand was his servant on Rs. 2 or 3 
a month. As he was not without talents, he was promoted as his 
patron advanced through the grace of the Almighty, and with the 
passage of time became his Divan. He was highly cultured and very 
benevolent. Men often succeeded by forged recommendations on his 
behalf; when these recommendations were brought to him he would 
say that he had written them. There were few Kaits who did not 
profit by his good fortune, and did not acquire a name. He spent a 
great deal of his fortune on the town of Narnol which was his native 
place and residence. He erected lofty buildings there and was always 
wanting to visit it. After the death of Asaf Khan he was received 
favourably by Shah Jahan, and appointed Divdn-i-Buytitdt (Superin- 

1 Sec Akbarnama, Text III, p. 286, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 4 1 9 - 

2 Ibid., p. 309, ibid., p. q 55 - It was near to Etawah in the. United 
Provinces that the boat was sunk. It was commonly believed that he was 
drowned by Akbar's order, see Maniakhdb-ul-Lubbab, Text II, pp. 276, 277, 
Lowe’s translation II, p. 285. 

3 One of the twelve branches of Kaisths or fCayasths, see Beames’ cdn. of 
Elliot’s Supplementary Glossary, I, p, 305. 
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tendent o£ buildings etc.). As his star was in the ascendant, he rose 
to the post o£ the Dlvan-i-Tan 1 (Superintendent of grants etc.). 

Some enemies from amongst his countrymen represented to the 
Emperor through the courtiers that Rai Mukand had buried forty lacs 
of rupees under the foundations of his house. Men were sent to dig 
his house, and when all had been pulled down, not a mite (babbat) 
was found. The slanderous liars were brought to the Presence, and 
confessed that they were his neighbours, and as he had taken their 
land by force they had determined to be revenged in every possible 
way; they were now ready to receive any punishment that might be 
ordered. Shah Jahan pardoned their offences. Rai Mukand served 
for a long time as the Divan-i-Tan, and was honoured and trusted all 
his life 2 3 4 . 


MUKAND SINGH HARA' 

(Vol. Ill, pp. cj 09, 510). 

He was the son of Madhu Singh'*. After his father’s death he 
came to the Court in the 21st year of Shah Jahan’s reign, and was 
appointed to the rank of 2,000 with 1,500 horse, and received the 
gift of his birth place 5 as a fief. Later he was granted an increase of 
500 horse. In the 22nd year he was deputed in attendance upon 
Sultan Muhammad Aurangzib 6 as an auxiliary to Qandahar, which 

1 BdcisbSbnanta, II, p. 279. He was given the rank of 500 with 100 horse 
and appointed Divan-i-Tan, hut his appointment as to the Divan-i-Buyiitat is 
not mentioned. In the list at the end of the work his rank is given as 800 with 
200 horse (p. 741). 

2 See Yazdani’s article in Joun 1. Proc. As. Soc. Bengal (n. s.), Ill, (1907), 
pp. 582, 583, for a notice of Mukand Rai and his buildings. Narnol is in the 
Patiala State, Panjib, 

3 Hada in the Text. See ante under Madhu Sing Hara, p. 1, note 1. 

4 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text III, pp. 453 " 45 ^; translation ante pp. 1-4, 

5 ‘Amal-i-Sahb (Yazdani edn.) Ill, p. 63. 

6 Aurangzib's appointment for the defence of Qandahar is mentioned in 
‘Amal-i-Salib, III, p, 71, but Mukand Singh’s name is not included in die list. 
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was besieged by tlic Iranis. On his return, in the 25th year, he 
received an increase of 500 foot (Dhat), and was granted drums and 
a flag. In the same year he accompanied Sultan Muhammad Aurang- 
zlb for the second time to Qandahar, In the 26th year he was 
attached to Sultan Dara Shikoh, and proceeded to the same quarter. 
After his return his rank was raised to 3,000 with 2,000 horse. In 
the 28th year he was deputed with Sa‘ad Ullah Khan for the destruc¬ 
tion of the fort of Chittor. In the 31 st year 1 he was attached to 
Maharaja Jaswant Singh who had been deputed to Malwa to stop 
Sultan Muhammad Aurangzlb’s advance. On the day of the battle, 
he and his brother Mohan Singh Hara pressed through the artillery and 
vanguard and came face to face with the Prince. They fought boldly 
and performed valiant deeds, and finally sacrificed their lives for the 
sake of their honour. Both the brothers died in 1068 A.H. (1658 
A.D.). Mukand Singh’s son Jagat Singh received in Aurangzlb’s 
reign the rank of 2,000, and was appointed the chief in his home 
district. He was employed for a long time in the Deccan. In the 
25th year he died. His fief was assigned to Kishwar Singh, whose 
biography has been included in the notice of Ram Singh 3 . 

,Thc grant of drums and a flag is recorded on p. 135, but not die increase in 
rank; Aurangzib’s starting for Qandahar for the second time is mentioned on p. 
137. In the list of the officers (p. 15 7 ) who were deputed with Dara Shikoh 
for the conquest of Qandahar in the 26th year his name is not mentioned. 
Sa'ad Ullah I£han’s deputation for the destruction of Chittor is described on 

p. 194. 

1 This should be the 32nd year, as Maharaja Jaswant Singh was appointed 
governor of Malwa on 22nd Rabi‘ I, 1068 A.H. (28th December, 1657 A.D.), 
sec ‘Amdl-i-Salih III, pp. 284, 285; sec also Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurang- 
zib, I, p. 331, where it is stated that the army under Jaswant Singh, the gover¬ 
nor-designate of Malwa left Agra on 18th December (Old Style, 29th December 
New Style). In the battle of Dharmat, 26th April, 1658, Mukand Singh Hara 
was the leader of one column of the vanguard, Sarkar, op, cit., II, pp. 358, 360, 
363. 

2 Maathir-nl-Umara, II, pp. 323, 324; Kishwar Singh was appointed as the 
Raja of Kdtah, as Jagat Singh left no male issue. 
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MUKARRAM KHAN MIR ISHAQ 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 695-701). 

He was the second son of Shaikh Mir 1 . The devotion and zeal 
of Shaikh Mir had impressed themselves firmly on Emperor ‘Alamglr, 
and he regarded his valuable service in the beginning of the reign 
when he sacrificed his life for his master, as establishing a great claim 
upon him, and so he encompassed his sons with favours of all kinds. 
It is well known that he used to refer to them as the King’s 
children. Hence it was that they in their presumption behaved 
in the manner of the house-born ones, and being without tact did 
not humble themselves to anyone, and giving themselves up to 
an easy life did not establish any contacts 3 . In short, Mir Ishaq 
was granted a high rank and the title of Mukarram Khan, and 
appointed to the distinguished post of the Superintendent of the Body¬ 
guard. In the 18th year when the Camp was in the fertile land of 
Hasan Abdal, the Khan and his brother Shamsher Khan Muhammad 
Ya'qub were appointed with a well-equipped force to chastise the 
Afghans' 1 . The Khan went by the Khalush Pass, and had several 
engagements with the enemy. He made many of them prisoners and 
destroyed their habitations. One day the enemy showed themselves. 
Although he had no information about their numbers, he.suddenly 
attacked them and was victorious. Meanwhile two forces, which 
were in ambush in the middle of the hills on the two sides, attacked 
him, and a serious struggle between the two armies ensued. Shamsher 
Khan and Mir 'Aziz Ullah, son-in-law of Shaikh Mir, stood firmly and 
were killed with a large number of the army. Many died for want of 
water and from having lost their way. Mukarram Khan with a few 

1 For Shaikh Mir see references in note 1 under Muhtasham Khan Mir 
Ibrahim, ante, p. 233. 

2 For an instance of their presumptuous action see MjRthir-i-’Alamgir), p, 

* 55 - 

3 Maalhir-i- Alamgiri, pp. 1 44 . * 45 . whence the account is taken. The 
name of the pass is Khabush in that work, with Janush and Jiilus as variants. 
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others managed, through the guidance of some who knew the road, 
to get over to ‘Izzat Khan the Tbanadar of BSjaur. He regarded the 
arrival of Mukarram Khan as a great event, and treating him with 
great uegard comforted him. According to orders he was sent to the 
Presence. In the 20th year he was appointed Superintendent of the 
Mace-bearers 1 in place of ‘Abdur Rahim Khan, and in the 23rd year, 
at the time of the return from Udaipur to Ajmer he was deputed 2 to 
chastise the rebels of Badhnur, a dependancy of Chittor, and was 
exalted by the grant of an elephant. Later he was censured for some 
reason, and was deprived of the honour of paying his respects. Again, 
in the 26th year, he was admitted to service, and was appointed 
governor of Lahore. In the 30th year he 3 was removed, but later 
was given the governorship of Multan, and from there was again 
transferred to the governorship of Lahore. In the 41 st year he was 
under suspension, and resigning from service remained in the Capital 
in retirement as a pensioner. 

In the 45th year 4 , out of a desire to re-enter service, he presented 
himself at Khatanun (Khatao) near the fort of Parnala (Panhala), and 
for a time was the recipient of royal favours. As the temperaments 
of the two parties were not in accord, and neither tried for harmony, 
he again retired, and returning to the Capital lived there in case and 
comfort. With his accumulated capital he purchased houses and 

1 Maitkir-i-‘ Alamgiri, p. 158. 

2 Ibid., p. 190; where the name of the place is given as Ranthambhor 
with Badhnur as a variant. It is Bodhnor of Jarretc, A’in, II, p. 274, and Badnor 
of Imperial Gazetteer, VI, pp. 178, 179. His dismissal from the office of the 
Superintendent of Mace-bearers is recorded on p. 228. 

3 His removal from the Governorship of Lahore in the 30th year is recorded 
on p. 283 of Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, Sipahdar Khan was appointed his successor. In 
the 4'st year he was removed from this post a second time and recalled to the 
Capital, op. cit., p. 386. 

4 MaHthir-i-'Alamgiri, p. ^ 45 - The name of the place is in the 

Text and Maathir-i-'Alamgiri; it is Khatau "25 miles west of Satara and on the 
left bank of the Yerla river”, Sarkar, History of Aurangzib. V, p. 179, and 
Khatao in Imperial Gazetteer, XV, pp. 265, 266. 
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shops, which yielded a good income. He was not without merits. 
He took to Sufism and used to repeat “He is everywhere", and 
zealously followed the ideals. Nawab Asaf Jah—who during the 
reign of Bahadur Shah, lived in retirement in the Capital for some 
time—stated that “In those days I used to visit Mukarram Khan, 
and profited from his discourses". He died during the reign of 
Farrukh Siyar. He was childless. His adopted son Ubaid Ullah Khan 
was well known. Saiyid Hashmat Ullah Khan, who at the time of 
writing is Asaf Jah’s agent (Vakil) at the Court, is Ubaid Ullah’s son. 

Idleness often leads to a study of alchemy and to a love for chemis¬ 
try, and it is a common occurrence that such a pursuit by inspiring 
hopes appears to provide a favourable antidote for unemployment; 
Mukarram Khan also was not free from this folly. He took to it in 
the end oi Aurangzib’s reign. This was mentioned by the reporters 
to the Emperor. Khwwas Khan relates in his history that he heard 
about it from a person who was sent by Muhammad Yar Khan, the 
Governor of Delhi, to Mukarram Khan to make enquiries about it, 
and he obtained the information directly from him. He was trustwor¬ 
thy, and his testimony might, therefore, be accepted as correct. 
Afterwards when it became well knowm that the Khan was seeking 
after the transmutation of metals, the search for the process became 
well established in his workshop. A faqir, who posed as a holy man 
in his appearance, came to him, and laid great stress on his integrity 
and disinterestedness. He represented with an air of great mystery 
that he was a disciple of the great sage, the leader of the philosophers 
Ghaus-uth-Thaqalln, who was an adept alchemist, and that he had 
been authorised by him to instruct Mukarram Khan. By repeating 
fables and enchantments he created the proper atmosphere, and with 
the help of associates he cleverly demonstrated how a small quantity 
of gold could be doubled. As a result Mukarram Khan was conver¬ 
ted, and though during this time he treated him with all respect and 
entreated humbly, the faqir paid no heed whatsoever, and ignoring 
all comforts confined himself to minor demonstrations, and whenever 
the question of instruction was brought up he put it off till the day of 
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departurc. Till one day he agreed and they brought a large pot and 
filled it up to the mouth with alternately laid layers of ashrafls and 
copper coins. Having sealed it up with clay they put it up over a 
fire. When a third of the night had passed, a dreadful noise was 
heard' issuing out of the pot. The trickster smote his hands in 
grief and said, “Some evil has influenced the process, and it can 
only be remedied by offering the blood of a black-skinned hoy”. 
Mukarram Khan said, “How can it be lawful to shed innocent blood. 
We must stop.” The faqlr looked greatly offended and said, “It 
seems impossible to you”. He took some ashrafls and went out. 
After two hours he came back with a child, and with his own hand 
cut his neck with a knife, and poured some drops of his blood into 
the fire. The noise ceased, and the victim was stretched under the 
ashes. A short while afterwards the men of the Kotwal arrived with 
torches and crying out with the sound of trumpets stated that a faqlr 
had kidnapped a helpless boy into this lane, and had not passed 
beyond this house. Seize the faqtr and hand him over, as the mother 
and father of that oppressed are helpless. Mukarram Khan was 
distressed, and though for fear of his honour offered a large sum of 
money, the tumult did not cease. The trickster objected saying, 
“Why give money? Hand me over. What can they do?” After a 
great deal of useless talk the trickster came forward and said, “Here 
I am.” Kotwal’s men bound him hand and foot, and beating him 
carried him away. Mukarram Khan sat under a tree saying, “What 
shall I do?” Sometimes he put the finger of astonishment into his 
mouth, and sometimes he bit his hand out of repentance. Meanwhile 
the day dawned, and he sent someone to ascertain what had happened 
to the faqtr. No trace of the disturbance could be found. The 
people of the quarter were questioned. No one could tell anything. 
Enquiry was made about the victim, but he also could not be traced. 
Surprise followed surprise. Afterwards when the pot grew cold and it 
was opened, they found in it bits of stone instead of ashrafls. Who¬ 
ever enquired of the Khan about it was told, “This was the price of 
the spectacle which he showed me.” 
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(Mlrza) MUKARRAM KHAN SAFAVl 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 583-586). 

His name was Murad Kara, and he was the son of Mlrza Murad 
Iltifat Khan the eldest son of Mlrza Rustam of Qandahar. Mlrza 
Murad gained his heart’s desire ( murdd ) by marrying the daughter of 
‘Abdur Rahim Khan Khanan, and in the reign of Jahangir was exalt¬ 
ed with the title 1 of Iltifat Khan, and the rank of 2,000 with 800 
horse. During the reign of Shah Jahan also he was for long in royal 
service. During the period of service he did not exert himself, and 
in the 16th year resigned from service, and was granted a pension of 
Rs. 40,000 a year 3 . For a long time he lived in tranquility and com¬ 
fort in Patna, and his days were spenc in ease and freedom from care. 
Murad Kiim (his son), who was receiving training in the affairs of 
government and service, became an object of royal favour 3 , and in the 
beginning of the 21st year of Shah Jahan’s reign was granted the 
rank of 2,000, and assigned the office of Qtirbegt. In the 24th year 
his rank was increased, and he was appointed Faujddr of Lucknow 
and Baiswara in succession to Saiyid Murtada Khan. In the 25th 
year he was, on the death of Mu'tamad Khan, made Faujddr of Jaun- 
pur, and was exalted by an increase in lus rank to 3,000 with 3,000 
horse, and the grant of drums. Later he came to the Court, and in 
the 27th year, received the title of Mukarram Khan, and was permit¬ 
ted to return to his district. In the 28th year he was in attendance 
at the Court. In the 31 st year he was again appointed Faujdar of 
Jaunpur. When the juggler of Fate removed the plan of government 

1 In Memoirs of Jahangir, Rogers & Beveridge’s translation I, p. 298, the 
grant of the title is mentioned, but not the rank to which he was assigned. 

2 Bfldsbahnama, II, p. 317. Perhaps what is meant is that he was pension¬ 
ed off as he could not or would not fight, see Maathir-ul-Umara, Text III, p. 
556. Muqarrab f>han on the other hand was pensioned off because of age, id., 

P- 3 8 *- 

3 The account is incomplete as his earlier appointments, ranks and 
promotions in the 12th, 13th, 16th and 18th year are not mentioned, see 
Bsdshihnama, II, pp. 135, 143, 179, 204 , 334, 335 , 385 and 399. 
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oE Shah Jahan from the face of the world and laid the foundation of 
Aurangzlb’s sovereignty, Prince Shuja', owing to his being at vari¬ 
ance with Dara Shikoh, made a compact of friendship and concord 
with Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur, and acted in harmony with 
him. When Dara Shikoh fled from before Aurangzlb, Shuja,' ex. 
pressed gteat joy and satisfaction and offered his congratulations (to 
Aurangzlb). He also received from him the province of Bihar in 
addition to Bengal, and Shall Jahan was also made to confirm this in 
writing. Shuja* outwardly professing gratitude came from Akbar- 
nagar to Patna, and waited for an opportunity. When Aurangzlb 
went in pursuit of Dara Shikoh as far as Multan, that opportunist 
(Shuja‘) taking advantage of the situation sent an army under 
Saiyid ‘Alam Barah and Hasan Khan Khweshgl to Jaunpur. Mukar- 
ram Khan realized the impossibility of being able to resist them, and 
after discharging a few cannon and a little fighting came out of the 
fort 1 , and perforce joined Shuja' two stages from Allahabad. On the 
day of the battle of Khajua, Shuja' appointed Mukarram Khan as 
the leader of the left wing 2 . The latter, in the height of the engage¬ 
ment, impressed by the majesty and power of Aurangzlb, and the 
weakness and infirmity which were apparent in the affairs of Shuja', 
deserted the latter, and joined Aurangzib’s army 4 . After the victory, 
he was reappointed to his former office of the Faujdar of Jaunpur. In 
the 3rd year he was made Faujdar of Oudh. In the 9th year he was 
promoted to the high rank of 5,000, and in the 10th year through 
the grace and favour of the Emperor he was granted the title of 
Mtrza Mukarram Khan 4 , and rose high in his position. Later for a 
time he was for some reason in retirement. In the 12th year he was 
again received into favour. He came without arms, and the sagaci¬ 
ous Emperor by the grant of a sword comfirmed him in his tenacity 
of purpose. In the same year in 1080 A.H. (1669 A.D.) he died 

1 l Alarngirn 3 ma, p. 239, 

2 Op. cit., p, 251. 

3 Of. cit., pp. 263, 264. 

4 Op. cit., p, 1061. 
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of a severe attack of fever. He had a poetical vein, and wrote good 
poetry. This verse is his: — 


Verse 

The glass of the hearts of the nightingales has been broken into 

so many fragments, 

That breeze dare not walk bare-footed in the garden. 

Aftet his death, his daughter in the end of the 19th year was 
married to Prince Mu'izz-ud-Dln 1 , the eldest son of Shah ‘Alam Baha¬ 
dur. After the death of that chaste lady, the Prince was married to 
Saiyid-un-Nisa Begam 2 , the daughter of Mirza Rustam son of the 
deceased Mukarram Khan in the 28th year. 

MUKHLIS KHAN I 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 428-430). 

He was the elder brother of the famous Ilahwardl Khan 3 4 . At 
first he was in the employment of Sultan Parviz. As a result of his 
integrity and ability he rose to the office of the Divan 1 of the Prince, 
and looked after the province of Patna which formed part of the 
Prince’s fief. In the 19th year of Jahangir’s reign when the Prince 
heir-apparent Shah Jahan, after Ibrahim Khan Fath Jang 5 , the 
Governor of Bengal, had been killed, sent an advance army to Patna 
under Raja Bhlm the son of Raja Amar Singh, Mukhlis Khan lost 
heart, and though Allah Yar Khan son of Iftikhar Khan and Sh5r 
Khan Afghan were his auxiliaries, he did not have sufficient courage to 

1 Maathjr-i-'Alamgiri, p, 152. 

2 Id., p. 248. 

3 Madthtr-ul-l]mara , Text I. pp,207-2i5, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation 
I, pp, 668-672. 

4 He was appointed in the 14th year, and had the rank of 2,000 with 700 
horse, vide Rogers & Beveridge, Memoirs of Jahangir, II. 

5 Maathir-ul-Umarii, Text I, pp. 135-139, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion I, pp. 657-659. 

3 2 
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strengthen the defences of the fort of Patna and carry on for a few 
days till the arrival of the imperial troops 1 . He rushed away to 
Allahabad, and later entering the service of Jahangir was exalted with 
the intimacy and confidence of the Emperor. In the disturbance of 
Shariyar, he, with Khwaja Abul Hasan, was in the vanguard of 
Yamln-ud-Daula 2 . After Shah Jahan’s accession he received the rank 
of 2,000 foot with 2,000 horse, and the gift of a flag 3 , and was 
appointed Faujdar of Narwar 4 * . Later he was granted an increase of 
rank and drums, and made the Faujdar of the Sarkdr of Gorakhpur. 
In the yth year of the reign he was exalted to the rank of 3,000, 
and as he was appointed Governor of Telingana'*, which at that time 
included Nandair and other estates in the province of Mahmudabad; 
he left for that quarter. In the 10th year of the reign he died. It 
is stated that he had collected many beautiful concubines, and that in 
his last illness he granted freedom to 500 of them. 

His son was Mlrza Lashkari, who was one of the learned of the 
age and was notorious for his loquacity. Through the close friendship 
of Manabat Khan he became known at the Court. It is stated that 
this father of foolishness was the first cause of Khan Jahan Lodi s 
downfall. One night in the Ghusulkhana he had a dispute with 
Husain Khan and ‘Azmat Khan, the sons of Khan Jahan Lodi. They 
treated him harshly (lit. they knocked the door of severity). He said, 
“Your bravery will be put to test tomorrow when they put fetters on 
your father’s legs, and take a kror of rupees from him As Khan 
Jahan was on night watch, the sons went to the Pesh'khdna 6 and 

1 Iqbalnamab-i-Jdhdngiri, p. 223; also see Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir , 
P- 373 - 

2 Ibid, p. 296; also see Budshahnama, I, pt. i, p. 73 - 

3 Badshabnama, I, pt. i, p. 181. 

q Ibid., p. 191. Instead of Narwar the name is incorrectly printed as 
j Naroz. 

g Ibid, pt. ii, p. 14. 

6 iiU. in the text is incorrect; it should be as it is in 

Iqbalnamad-Jahangiri, p. 25/}. It probably was an ante-room. 
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repeated these words to their father. As the days of his prosperity 
had come to an end, these idle, baseless words added to his suspicions, 
and he shut himelf up in his house. Islam Khan at the Emperor s 
orders went and enquired the cause of his conduct. At the same time 
the remarks of Mlrza Lashkari became known 1 . Shah Jahan put 
him in chains and sent him for imprisonment in the Gwaliyar fort. 
After the affair of Khan Jahan was liquidated, he was released, but 
he lived in exile until his death. Another son was Zawali 2 , who in 
the 20th year of Shah Jahan’s reign held the rank of 700 with 150 
horse. 

MUKHLIS KHAN II 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 641-644). 

He was the son of Safshikan Khan 3 , grandson of Qawam-ud-Dln 
Khan 4 the Sadr of Iran and brother of the famous Khalifa Sultan. He 
was a foreigner by birth. During the siege of Golconda he carried 
on the duties of the Superintendent of the Artillery, as a deputy for 
his father. After that fort was taken, he was granted an increase of 
200 horse and rose to the rank of 1000 with 300 horse 5 6 , in which 
appointment he was confirmed. In the 33rd year of the reign he 
held the office of l Ard Makarrir (Examiner of petitions). Later he 
was appointed Qurbegi and his rank became 2,000 with 700 horse. 
Ip the 36th vear he was granted an increase of 500, and appointed 
2nd Bakbshl 6 in succession to Bahramand Khan; and later receiving a 

1 See Maathir-nl-LI mara, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation I, p. 800. 

2 ) Zawali in the text appears to be a printer’s error for 

A son of Mukhlis ghan with the name Yazdani is included in the list of Shah 
Jahan’s officers, BfidshabnUma, II, p. 744. with a rank of 700, 150 horse. 

3 Maatbir-ul-Umar 3 , Text II, pp. 746, 747 

4 Ibid, Test 111 , pp. 109-115, He came to India in the 17th year of 
Aurangzlb’s reign, vide Maathir-i - 1 Alamgiri, p. 230. 

5 Madthir-i''Alamgiri p. 303. 

6 Ibid, p. 349. 
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further increase of 500 rose to the rank of 3,000. In the end of the 
44th year, Aurangzlb’s victorious army started from Khaspur with 
the design of the conquest of Parnala (Panhala), and on the 2nd 
Sha'ban the town of Murtadaabad murch (Miraj), a dependancy of 
Bljapur and 36 kos distant from the latter was selected as the camping 
ground for the imperial army. The Khan had been suffering from 
severe illness 1 , and on the 4th of the same month in 1112 A.H. (3rd 
January, 1701 A.D.) he died, and was buried in the same city in the 
tomb of the great saint Saiyid Shams-ud-Dln, who was one of well 
known Shaikhs of that province. His inherited nobility was further 
adorned by acquired qualities; and he was possessed of all laudable 
traits. The doors of his liberality were open to both friends and 
strangers, and he did his best to promote the interests of the public. In 
the appointments of Mansabdars and in making representations his 
position at the Court was equal to that of Ruh Ullah Khan 2 1 , who was 
brave but greedy. He was not avaricious, but contented, and had a very 
independent nature, consequently he held an unequalled place in the 
affections of the King. The latter often remarked that he had in him 
a young Khalifa Sultan. The regard in which he held him is reflected 
by a letter which he wrote (i.e, ordered ‘Inayat Ullah Khan 3 to write) 
in reference to his son to Prince Bidar Bakht, who was then stationed 
at Aurangabad; this letter is preserved in the work, Kalimdt-Tayyibdt. 
“As the son of Mukhlis Khan deceased is an orphan, but possesses 
ability, and has thoroughly learned syntax and etymology, his welfare 
should be looked after 4 . Accidentally he has fallen amongst enemies 
and wolves. His nurse was the mother of Multafat Khan, while the 
Divan (Steward) is HajI Muhammad ‘All Khan. Bitter enmity has 

1 Ma 3 thir-i-‘Alamgm p. 434, where he is designated Bakhshl-ul-Mulk. 

2 Maaihtr-ul-Umara, Text II, pp. 309-315. 

3 For his account see Maathir-ul-Umara. Text II, pp. 828-832, and Beveri¬ 
dge & Prasliad’s translation I, pp, 680-682. 

4 The instruction of the King, as noted by ‘Inayat Ullah Khan in the 
Kaltmat, is that the boy should be looked after until his uncle returns from the 
Wilayat (Persia). 
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existed between these two. Qa’ima, who was with the boy, has become 
the Divan of Haidarabad. Every effort must be made to safeguard 
the orphan.’’ When the affection of the master is so deep-seated, 
service becomes a pleasure. This Multafat Khan Mirza Muhammad 
‘All, HajI Muhammad ‘All Khan and Mir Qa’ima Tufrrashl were 
all Mukhlis Khan’s partisans, and after his death received from 
the King the titles of Khans etc. The Khan in question had only this 
son. He was born in the 21st year 1108 A.H. (1696-97 A.D.). 
Aurangzlb gave him the name of Muhammad Hasan. In the time 
of Bahadur Shah he was given the title of Shams-ud-Dln Khan. He 
died at Delhi a few years before this work was compiled. In addition 
to his other accomplishments, Mukhlis Khan had a poetical vein, 
and composed elegant (rangin) verses. The following verse is his: 

Verse 

My intoxication, the door of penitence and the heart of the 

cup-bearer, 

With a single smile broke into fragments the cup, closed 
(the door) and opened (the heart of the cup-bearer). 
Stranger still! in spite of h.s being a maghul given to excesses, he was 
greatly inclined rewards SufTsuc abstinence 1 . He also had a sympa¬ 
thetic nature. 

MUKHLIS KE AN QADI NIZAMA KARHARDU’I 2 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 566-568). 

Originally he was in the service of Shah )ahan, and in the 20th 
year he was appointed Bakhsht of Balkh 3 . In the 21st year he was 

1 This passage is rather obscure, and it appears as if some words have been 
missed out by the copyists. 

2 In BSdshabnama, II, p. 54 °. it t s Karirwadl instead of 

The variants in ‘Alamgirndma are j M y* and p. 48, ' 

fr- P- 53 - 

3 On p. 615 of the work cited it is recorded that Qadl Nizama Bakhsbl of 
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promoted and appointed Bakhsht and Reporter for Kabul. In the 24th 
year he had an increase in rank, and was made Superintendent of 
Artillery for the province. In the 25th year, he was made Divan 
of the province of the Capital. In the 26th year, he was deputed to 
accompany Muhammad Dara Shikoh on his expedition to Qandahar, 
and in the 27th year he was the Bakhsht of the Sbagird-pesha (artisans 
and menials). In the 28th year, in the company of Sa‘d Ullah Khan 
he performed valiant services during the operations of destroying the 
fortifications of Chittor. Later he accompanied Khalil Ullah Khan, 
Bakhsht and Reporter of the army, in an expedition against the ruler of 
Srinagar (Garhwal). In the 30th year he made his mark as the Super¬ 
intendent (A mm ) of Branding. Later he was transferred to the 
Deccan, and in the 31st year went to Bljapur for collecting the tribute 
from ‘Adil Khan. Up to the 30th year of Shah Jahan’s reign he had 
attained the rank of 800 with 200 horse. When Sultan Muhammad 
Aurangzlb started for the Capital from the Deccan, his rank in view 
of his loyal services, was raised to 1,500 with 200 horse 1 , and he was 
granted the title of Mukhlis Khan 2 . In the battle with Maharaja 
Jaswant Singh, and the first battle with Dara Shikoh he was in atten¬ 
dance on Aurangzlb. After returning from Multan he obtained leave 
to go to Agra 3 . In accordance with orders he carefully brought the 
auxiliaries of the province in company with Prince Muhammad Sultan 
to the Court. When on the occasion of the second battle with Dara 
Shikoh, the King took with him Shaista Khan, the Governor of the 
province of Agra, the government thereof was assigned to Mukhlis 
Khan 4 . In the 2nd year, he, in accordance with orders, hurried to 
Bengal* and with Khan Khanan took an active part in the fighting 

Balkh was sent with other officers as an escort for the treasure that was being 
brought from Ghazni to Balkh. 

1 'Alamgirnama, p. 48. 

2 Ibid, p. 53 

3 Ibid , p. 231. 

4 Ibid, p. 294. 

5 Ibid, p. 433, 
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there. In the 3rd year he was placed in charge of Akbarnagar 1 (Raj- 
mahal). In the 7th year, he, in compliance with the orders, presented 
himself at the Court. In the 9th year his rank was increased to 
2,000 with 300 horse 2 , and he was deputed to accompany Sultan 
Muhammad Mu'azzam first to Lahore and afterwards to the Deccan. 
His later history has not been noticed. 


MUKHTAR KHAN QAMAR-UD-DIN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 655-660). 

He was the son of Shams-ud-Dln Mukhtar Khan. In the 21st 
year 3 of Aurangzlb’s reign he received the title of Khan. Later he was 
appointed to the office of Qarawalbegi (Chief Huntsman). When his 
father was appointed to the high office of Governor of the province of 
Ahmadubad, Gujarat, he was also attached to him 4 . After the death of 
his father, he attended the Court, and was granted the high title of 
Mukhtar Khan, and appointed Superintendent of the horse-stables 5 . 
In the 29th year he received a bow and a quiver, and was deputed to 
HaulankI thana 6 , a dependancy of Bljapur. From there he was placed in 
charge of the siege 7 of Bljapur. In the 30th year, after the taking 
of Bljapur, when the imperial army came to Sholapur the marriage 
of Prince Muhammad Bldar Bakht 8 , the eldest son of Shall ‘All 
Jah Muhammad A'zam Shah with the daughter of Qamar-ud-Din 
was celebrated on 15th Muharram, 1098 A.H. (21st November, 
1686 A.D.). The chaste lady was styled P 5 ti Begam. In the 33rd 

1 In the 4th year according to ‘Alamgtrnama, p. 683. 

2 The rank, according to 'Alamgirnama , p, 843, was increased by 500 horse 
to 2,000 and 400 horse. 

3 Maatbir-t-'Alamgiri, p. 167. 

4 Op. cit., pp. 220, 221. 

5 Op. cit., pp. 259, 260. 

6 Op. cit., p. 270, the name of ihUna there is HailsanqI. 

7 Op. cit., pp. 272, 273. 

8 Op. cit., p. 284. 
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year, the Khan was appointed head 1 of the Artillery, Later he was 
deputed to chastise the rebels of Kanglri 2 and Ra’I Bagh. In the 
37th year, he was reappointed 3 4 head of the Artillery. In the 38th 
year he succeeded Fida’l Khan Koka as Governor of the province of 
Agra*. At the end of the 41st year 5 he was removed from the 
governorship of Agra, and appointed to settle Malwa. In the 45th 
year he was reinstated as Governor of the province of Agra. He had 
attained the rank of 3,000, but as a result of some transgression this 
was reduced by 300 later, however, his rank was restored. In the 
49th year, as a reward for the taking of SansanT—which belonged to 
the rebellious Raja Ram Jat, and which was taken on 2nd Rajab, 11 17 
A.H. (9th Occober, 1703 A.D.)—his rank by an increase 6 7 of 500 
was advanced to 3,500. 

When fate and destiny are exerting for anyone’s advancement, all 
counter schemes of malevolents are bound to fail. Rather whatever 
is planned by them to injure the person, helps in his advancement. 
For example, Prince Muhammad A'zam Shah, out of pride and 
audacity, did not show much consideration for his elder brother Shah 
‘Alam Bahadur Shah, When Muhammad ‘Azlm, the second son of 
Shah ‘Alam, by his skilful management of the provinces of Bengal 
and Bihar, became possessed of much wealth, and collected a large 
force, Azlm Shah began to plot to displace him. When at the end of 
AurangzTb’s reign, Muhammad A'zam Shah hurried from Ahmada- 
bad to Ahmadnagar—where the Emperor was staying—he reported 
to the Emperor such language on the part of Muhammad ‘Azlm, 
that orders were issued for his recall, and mace-bearers appointed to 

1 Mti 3 thir-i-‘Alamgm p. 330. 

2 Op. cit,, p. 240, where it is Hokari instead of Kangiri of the text. 

3 Op. cit., p. 365. 

4 Op. cit.. pp. 369, 370. 

5 Op..at., p. 392. 

6 Op. cit., pp. 442, 460; the increase of rank mentioned on p. 4 60 was in 
the 46th year. 

7 Op. cit., p, 498. 
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to take charge o£ him. He could not foresee, that the arrival 1 2 of 
Muhammad ‘Azlm portended great danger to his own life. Accord¬ 
ingly when Muhammad ‘Azlm had reached near Shahzadpur, he 
received the news of the death of Aurangzlb. He immediately set 
about collecting troops, and conciliating the faujdars and proprietors 
of the area marched rapidly, and reached Agra with 20,000 horse. 
He imprisoned Mukhtar Khan, the governor of the province, and 
confiscated his property 3 . This rapid march to Agra—which was 
the central pivot and capital of the kingdom, and which had been the 
storehouse of treasures and jewels of the empire since the days of 
Emperor Akbar—was the first step towards the ascending of Bahadur 
Shah to the throne; the chances of his party were consequently 
advanced a hundredfold. 


Hemistich 

An enemy becomes the harbinger of good when God so wills 1 

For it is evident that if ‘AzIm-ush-Shan had remained in Patna, 
he could not have reached (Agra) with such expedition. Stranger 
still! A'zam Shah, after the death of his revered father wanted to write 
to Sultan Bidar Bakht, who had hastened from Malwa to Gujarat, to 
proceed by forced marches with the armies of Malwa and Gujarat to 
Agra, and there in conjunction with Mukhtar Khan, his father-in-law, 
begin to collect troops and get ready the equipment for war. It is 
stated that Ibrahim Khan—the newly arrived Governor of Gujarat, 
who regarded himself as a partisan of A‘zam Shah—was waiting that 
if he received an order to ally himself with Bidar Bakjit, he would 
collect his troops and march (to Agra). When Wala Jah, the second 
son of A‘zam Shah, heard about his father’s plans, he, out of jealousy 

1 The reference apparently is to the fact that by summoning Muhammad 
‘Azlm. from Bengal he facilitated his march and collection of troops, and made it 
possible for him to reach Agra quickly. Shahzadpur is a town in the Allahabad 
district, 

2 The above account is based on Khafi Khan, II, p. 576 . 

33 
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lest the elder brother should acquire power and become commander 
of forces, intrigued with the councillors and courtiers of his father, 
and suggested that it would not be prudent and politic to send the 
Prince in advance, for success fosters presumption and deteriorates 
higher ideals. If Bidar Bakht after taking possession of the treasures 
at Agra, and with the assistance of the two Governors (Mukhtar Khan 
and Ibrahim Khan) becomes presumptuous, it would result in a cala¬ 
mity, for a house enemy is much worse than a stranger. Muhammad 
‘Azam Shah—who was not destined to rule, and whose ill-fortune 
was already apparent—in so far as whatever plans he made for advanc¬ 
ing his interests, proved to be his undoing—immediately wrote to the 
Paince that he should wait on this side of Malwa—which was on the 
highway from the Deccan—till his arrival 1 . 

In short, when the government of tire empire of Hindustan was 
glorified to the heavens by the majesty of Bahadur Shah—who was 
as bounteous as the sun which shines equally both on scones and on 
jewels, and whose refreshing showers of favours and graciousness fell 
both on the wet and the dry—Mukhtar Khan was granted a 
substantial increase, a good office and the title of Khan ‘Alam 
Bahadur Shahl. And after reinstatement as the Governor of the pro¬ 
vince of Agra he was appointed to the high office of Kban-i-Saman 
(Master of the Household). The Emperor also restored to him his 
wealth and immovable property which had been confiscated by ‘Azlm- 
ush-Shan 2 . It is stated that before the order for the restoration of 
his property was issued, he appeared in white (plain) clothes at the 
Court on a feast-day. Shah ‘Alam in spite of his magnanimity and 
forgiving nature, frowned and remarked to Khan Khanan Mun‘im 
Khan: “Mukhtar Khan is right, what pleasure can he have during our 
rule.” Khan Khanan said to Mukhtar Khan: “What propriety is 
there in such a dress on a feast-day.” He replied that it was due to his 
poverty. Khan Khanan on his own behalf sent him some money and 

1 Irvine, Later Mughals, I, pp. 14, 15. 

2 Khali Khan, II, p. 601, and Irvine, Later Mughals , I, p. 40. 
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goods. Mukhtar Khan was suspected of pederastory : Ni'mat Khan 
Hajl has hinted this in the following verse: 


Verse 

No one in Mukhtar Khan’s house is unemployed: 
Everyone I saw there was a fa'il Mukhtar 1 ; 

But God knows (if this is correct). 


MUKHTAR KHAN SABAZWARI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 409-413). 

His name was Saiyid Muhammad, and he was one of the Ban! 
Mukhtar Saivids, who are the descendants of the Apostle. The 
genealogy of these august Saiyids goes up to Abul Mukhtar-al-Naqib 
Amir Al-Haj. The magistracy of the holy Mashhad, and the conduc¬ 
ting of the pilgrimage were long attached to the heads of this august 
family. Amir Shams-ud-Dln ‘All II, Naqib-ul-Naqba (the chief 
genealogist) ot the countries of ‘Iraq and Khurasan, who was separated 
by three generations from Amir Shams-ud-Dln ‘Ah MadI—the last 
of the Naqbas of the time of Shah ‘Abbas I—came to Najaf from 
Khurasan during the reign of Shah Rukh Mlrza, and settled down in 
Sabazwar. No other migrant of such high lineage came out of ‘Iraq. 
When it came to the time of Amir Shams-ud-Dln III—who was one 
of the great leaders of this family—he surpassed in grandeur and 
reputation all the nobles of Khurasan. He bought much of the 
property in Sabazwar. When ‘Abdullah Khan Ozbeg, the ruler of 
Turan, conquered Herat and its adjacent territory, the nobles and 
inhabitants ol Khurasan came under his sway. But Amir Shams-ud- 
Dln, who was living in Sabazwar, did not submit to this authority. 
‘Abdullah Khan sent him a conciliatory letter containing the follow¬ 
ing couplet: 

i A double entendre, fa'il having both the meaning of a workman and of 
a pederast. 
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Verse 

Plant the tree of Love, for it will yield the desired fruit. 

Root out the plant of Hate, for it yields countless ills. 

The Mir without taking count of it, promptly wrote the following 
frank reply: 

Verse 

In the company of drunkards live honourably like the guest 

of a frequenter of taverns, 

For, my dear, you will have a headache when crapulence 

follows. 

This boldness and independence resulted in increased favours for 
him at the hands of Shah Tallin asp SafvT, the ruler of Iran. He 
granted the Mir the title of Sultan, and gave him a drum and a flag, 
and bestowed on him the whole of that territory and other gifts. 
Saiyid Fldil Mir Muhammad Qasim Nisaba (the learned) was also in 
later times one of the famous men of this family. Similarly Mir 
Sharaf-ud-Din belonged to this family. He, in the time of Sultan 
Husain Mlrza, when the shrine at Balkh—which is associated with 
Amir-ul-Mu’min, Peace be with him! — was discovered, came from 
Balkh to Sabazwar, at the invitation of the late King, and received the 
title of Naqib-ul-Naqaba (Chief Leader) of the area. Later when the 
King died, and calamities and strifes developed, he migrated to India 
and lived there in exile. His descendants are still living in that 
country. 

In short, Saiyid Muhammad during the reign of Jahangir received 
the title of Mukhtar Khan, and the rank of 2,000 with 1,200 horse. 
About the end of that Emperor’s reign he was appointed Governor of 
the province of Delhi 1 . In the beginning of Shah Jahan’s reign he 

1 In the beginning of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he was removed from 
the post of the governor of Delhi, see Badshahnama , I, pt. i, p. 126. He was, 
however, reappointed to the rank of 2,000 with 1,200 horse, loc. cit., p. 183, and 
appointed Faujddr of Monghyr, p. 200. 
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was granted the fief of Monghyr in the province of Patna which lies 
on the borders of Bengal, and lived there for a long time. In the 
1 oth year, ‘Abdullah Khan Flruz Jang, the Governor of the province 
of Patna, with all auxiliaries of the area went to extirpate Pratap Ujja- 
miya, who was one of the refractory Zamlndars there. Mukhtar 
Khan was in the vanguard of the army. When Bhojpur fort—which 
was the capical of that country, and where the refractory chief had 
entrenched himself—was taken after a siege extending over six months, 
Pratap fortified his own residence, and with a view to escaping there¬ 
from when opportunity offered, put up a stout defence. Mukhtar 
Khan, who was in the advance forces, set up his battery opposite the 
gateway, and made heroic efforts. Only a day and night had elapsed, 
when Pratap, overcome by the might of the imperialists, came out and 
asked for quarter 1 . When this expedition was at end and a month 
more or less had not elapsed in the beginning of 1047 A.H. (1637 
A.D.) an Afghan, who was employed in the management of his fief, 
attacked him with a sword during the time of examination of the 
accounts. Though Mukhtar Khan also struck him with a dagger, the 
blow was not effective 2 . Though the men present put an end to that 
wretch, the Khan also died as a result of the wound. It is stated that 
he made up che account inclusive of fines ( musddara ), and took by 
compulsion a bond from the collector (‘ Amil , apparently the Af gh an), 
and also demanded the miscellaneous items of collection. Though 
he begged and entreated, Mukhtar Khan showed no mercy, and 
threatened him with imprisonment and torture. When Mukhtar 
Khan got up to retire into the inner rooms, the man barred his 
way, and without warning inflicted a fatal wound. He was buried 
at Ajmer in the outer enclosure near the tomb of Khwajagl Haj! 
Muhammad. Separate accounts have been included of his three 


1 The account of the expedition against Pratap is taken from BiidshShnSma, 
I, pt. ii, pp. 272, 273. 

2 BadshZknama, I, pt, ii, p. 275. 
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sons, Shams-ud-Dln Khan Mukhtar Khan 1 , Darab Khan 2 , and Jan 
Sipar Khan 3 . 


MUKHTAR KHAN MIR SHAMS-UD-DIN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 620-623). 

He was the eldest son of MukKtar Khan Sabazwari 4 . In the 21st 
year of Shah Jahan’s reign he was appointed Bakhshi for the whole of 
the Deccan, and his rank with the promotion became 1,000 with 
400 horse. In the 23rd year, he was appointed commandant of the 
fort of Aslr, which was the most famous fort of the province of Khan- 
desh, and was in fact the best fortified and most impregnable of all 
the forts in the Deccan. In the 28th year, he was promoted to the 
post of the Superintendent of Artillery of the Deccan and thus enter¬ 
ing the service of Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb, viceroy of the area, 
was able to cement ties of loyalty and service. As he always perform¬ 
ed his allotted duties to the satisfaction of that august personality, he 
was favoured 'with ever increasing confidence. In the Golconda cam¬ 
paign he accompanied the Prince, and when peace was made with 
Sultan ‘Abdullah Qutb Shah, and it was arranged that his daughter 
should be married to Sultan Muhammad, the eldest son of the Prince 
(Auruangzlb), Mir Shams-ud-Dln and Muhammad Tahir Wazlr Khan 
went into the fort, and brought that chaste lady with them. Probably, 
it was after this that he was granted an increase of 100 horse in his 

rank. In the 30th year, he in succession to Husam-ud-Dln was 

appointed commandant of the fort of Odglr, and by an increase of 

1 MaHthir'iil-UrnarZ, Text III, pp. 620—623. His name there is Mukhtar 
Khan Mir Shams-ud-Din. 

2 Ibid., Text II, pp. 39-42, Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 448 - 45 °- 

3 Ibid., Text I, pp. 535 - 537 > Beveridge & Prashad’s translation I, pp. 751, 

752. 

4 Ibid., Text III, pp. 409-413, and translation on the pages immediately 
preceding, pp. 259-261. 
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500 with 300 horse his rank was advanced to 1,500 with 800 horse. 
In the 31st year, when Ghalib Khan ‘Adil Shah! made over the fort 
of Parenda, which was one of the well fortified forts of the Deccan, 
Mukhtar Khan, in accordance with the royal orders, was appointed 
Commandant of that strong fort. When that Prince of victorious for¬ 
tune in the year 1068 A.H. (1658 A:D.) turned his world-conquering 
banners from Burhanpiir towards Agra, the said Khan, whose loyalty 
had been established by constant service, was promoted to the rank 
of 2000 with 1000 horse by an increase of 500 with 200 horse 2 . 
He was also exalted by the grant of his father’s title and a banner. 
After the battle of Samugarh, and defeat of Dara Shikoh, he was sent 
off as the Fanjddr of Nandair 3 4 , Deccan. 

When in the 2nd year, Shaista Khan, the governor of that province 
(the Deccan), addressed himself to overthrowing Sivaji, and marched 
towards his country from Aurangabad, the experienced Khan was left in 
charge of that city 1 . Later he was appointed governor and Faujdar of 
Zafarabad Bldar. In the 15th year, after the death of Hoshdar Khan, 
he was promoted to the governorship of Khandesh 5 . Later still 
he was appointed Governor of Malwa. In the 22nd year, when the royal 
camp was established for the first time near Ajmer, Mukhtar Khan 
was in attendance. When in the 25th year, the world-traversing 
royal standards turned towards Burhanpur from Ajmer, the said Khan 
offered lus respects on the borders of his fief, and addition to other 
royal favours was awarded a dagger with a jade handle 6 —which was 
only given to old and trusted servants. In the same year Muhammad 
Amin Khan, Governor of Gujarat died, and the said Khan was appoint-, 
ed to succeed him 7 . He spent two years at Ahmadabad, after which 

1 ‘AlilmgirnUma, p. 47. The grant of his father’s title anti a banner is 
recorded on p. Si. 

2 Op. cit., p. 127. 

3 Op, cit., p. 578. In the 4th year his rank was advanced to 4,000 with 
4,000 horse, and appointed commandant of the fort of Parenda, op. cit., p. 598. 

4 MaHthir- ul-'Alamgiri, p. 114. 

5 Op. cit., p. 214. 


6 Op. cit., p. 219. 
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he died 1 in 1095 A.H. (1684 A.D.) in the beginning of the 28th 
year. He was the flower of BanI Mukhtar family. Many of that 
family had distinguished careers, but he had an exceptionally successful 
life. He was also endowed with all praiseworthy qualities. 


MUKRAMAT KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 460, 477). 

His name was Mulla Murshid and he came from Shiraz. In the 
beginning of his career he was for a long time associated with Maha- 
bat Khan, and later entered the service of Jahangir. In the beginn¬ 
ing of Shah Jahan’s reign he received the title of Mukramat Khan, and 
was appointed to the office of Divdn-i-B»yutdt and the rank of 1,000 
with 200 horse. In the 4th year he had the charge of Divan, 
Bakhshl, WdqVa-navts, Bayutdt of Akbariibad (Agra) 2 . In the 8th 
year the Bundda territory was visited by the Emperor, and Mukramat 
Khan was appointed to conquer the fort of JhansI 3 —which was one 
of the strong forts of the unfortunate Jujhar—and to search for his 
hurried treasures. The garrison, overawed by the majesty of the 
royal forces which they had seen with their own eyes, lost courage and 
asked for quarter. So impregnable a fort—fully supplied with all 
ammunitions of warfare and situated on the top of a hillock surround- 


1 Op. cit., p. 248. 

2 In the 4th year of Shah Jahan’s reign he was promoted to the rank of 
1,000 with 400 horse, see Badsbdhnima, I, pt, i, p. 347, and later appointed to 
the various offices of the Capital mentioned above op. cit., p. 369. He was also 
an expert astrologer, and held the office of the Superintendent of Astrologers : 

J-M °P- cit -> P- 46 °. 

3 BddshUhnJma, I, pt. ii, p. 119. On p. 121 is recorded his appointment 
with Baqi f£han to unearth the treasures of Jujhar in the jungles of Datia. The 
treasures from Datia and JhansI amounting to twenty eight lakhs of rupees were 
presented before the Emperor by Makramat Khan and other officers, op. cit., p. 

I2 3 « 
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ed by a dense and thorny forest—surrendered without a fight. Muk- 
ramat Khan unearthed from the hidden places in JhansI and Datia 
28 lacs of rupees, and arriving at the Court produced them before the 
Emperor Shah fahan; -who after visiting that beautiful country, which 
for abundance of streams and cascades was the envy of the ever-glori- 
ous Kashmir, the Emperor crossed the Narbada at the end of the year. 
Mukramat Khan was sent as an envy to ‘Add Shah, the ruler of the 
Bljapur, who regardless of consequences had delayed sending the tribute 
and had given protection to those of the Nizam-Shahl troops who had 
escaped the sword. Mukramat Khan by mingling threats with induce¬ 
ment brought him on to the path of obedience, and in the 9th year 
returned with a tribute consisting of rarities of all kinds, and an 
elephant which was the finest of its species and bore the name Gajraj 1 . 

Later he was honoured by appointment to the high office of Khan- 
i-Sdmdn. In the beginning of the 15th year, 1051 A.H. (1641-42 
A.D.) his rank was increased to that of 3,006 foot with 3,000 horse, 
he was granted the kettle-drums and appointed Governor of the province 
of Delhi 2 . In the 18th year, on the transfer of A’zam Khan he was, 
in addition to this office, appointed Faujdar and fiefholder of Mathura 
and Mahaban, and as a result of an increase of 1,000 with 1,000 
horse his rank became 4,000 with 4,000 horse. 

A Description of the City of Shahjahanabad 3 

As the author has taken it on himself to write down for general 
information elegant accounts of the times, it has to be recorded that 
the exalted Emperors always had it in their mind to adorn their reigns 

1 BRdsbdbnama, I, pt. i, pp. 202, 303. 

2 In the 15th year his rank was increased to 3,000 with 3,000 horse 
of which 500 were dii-aspa, sih-aspd, Bddshdhndma, II, p. 281. On p. 319 
in the account of the 16th year it is noted that he was then the Governor of 
Delhi, and his being put in charge of the construction of the fort of Delhi is 
recorded on p. 320, 

3 The description of Old and New Delhi has been included here owing to 
Mukramat Khan having been in charge of the construction except in the earlier 
stages. 

34 
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by some permanenc records, and signalize their times by the establish¬ 
ment o£ some everlasting landmarks, and consequently this wish was 
reflected from the mind of Shah Jahan in the conception of a city on 
the banks of Jumna, The engineers after extensive search selected a 
site which was situated close to the Capital, Delhi, and was situated 
between its outskirts and Nurgarh. On the 25th Dhu’l Hijja of the 
12th year, 1048 A.H. (19th April, 1639 A.D.), in accordance with 
the royal orders, building arrangements were assigned to the Governor 
of Delhi 1 Ghairat Khan, nephew of ‘Abdullah Khan Flruz Jang. 
And on the 9th Muharram (2nd May, 1639) of the same year the 
foundations of that impregnable fortress were laid. And a huge con¬ 
tingent of trained stone-masons, skilled in both plain and decorative 
work 2 , builders and carpenters were brought from all parts of the 
Kingdom in accordance with royal orders, and building work was 
started. After only a part of the foundations had been laid, and some 
necessary materials collected, Ghairat Khan was nominated as the 
Governor of Thatha, and the governorship of the Suba of Delhi and 
the arrangements for the construction of the lofty buildings were, 
therefore, assigned to Ilahwardi Khan 3 . In two years and some days 
he was able to raise the walls of the fort to a height of ten yards along 
the river bank. After that the governorship of the said Saba and the 
control of building operations was transferred to Mukramat Khan, who 
held the high office of the Mir-i-Saman. As a result of his unstinted 
efforts this huge fort with its heavenly appurtenances was completed 

1 For Qfiairat Khan see Maathir-ul-Umara. Text II, pp. 863-865, Beveridge’s 
translation I, pp. 576, 577. He had been in charge of the construction of the 
new fort for about six months when he was transferred to Sindh. He was also 
the author of labdng'trndma, more correctly known as Maathir-i-Jdhangiri, vide 
Beni Prasad, History of fahangir, pp. 446, 447 ' 

2 The name of the chief architect was Ustad Ahmad, vide ‘Amal Salih III, 
p. 28, while the second architect was Hamid. 

3 For an account of Ilahwardi fvhan, se e Madthir-uUUmara. Text I, pp. 2 o 7 - 
215, and Beveridge and Prashad’s translation I, pp. 668-672, He was appointed 
Governor of Delhi in the end of the 12th year, op. cit., p. 670. 
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in the 20th year. It had on all corners heavenly palaces, and at 
every angle gardens and parks; in its lay-out and beauty it resembled 
a Chinese picture gallery, but surpassed the latter in its grandeur: — 

Verse 

So much skill has been expended in its construction, 

That skill itself is busy in its decoration. 

One of the prophetic sayings of Amir Khusrau, which he had com¬ 
posed earlier in praise of Delhi was now fulfilled: — 

Verse 

Verily if there is a Paradise of earth, 

It is this, it is this, it is this. 

At a cost of sixty lacs of rupees (the fort) was completed in nine 
years, three months and some days 1 . 

The lofty fort, which is octagonal according to the Baghdad-stylc, 
is 1,000 royal yards long, and 300 yards broad. Its walls are built 
of the red stone of Fathpur, Its height including the battlements, 
from the foot of the wall, is 12 yards. Its area is six lac yards, 
which is double of the great fort of Akbarabad (Agra) and its peri- 
metre is one thousand six hundred and fifty yards. It has twenty 
one bastions, seven circular and fourteen octagonal; four gates and 
two windows. Round it is a moat twenty yards wide and ten 
yards deep; this is supplied with water from a canal connected on two 
sides with the river Jumna—except on the east side where the wall of 
the fort abuts directly on to the river—it was built at a cost of twenty 
one lacs of rupees. The royal mansions, consisting of the Shah 
Mahal with a silver roof, Imtiyaz Mahal with the bed-room known as 
the Burj-i-Tald (The Golden Chamber), and the private and public 
Daulat Khdnd (Palace), and the Haydt Bakhsh garden cost twenty 

1 The foundations were laid on 12 May, 1639, and celebrations for the 
entry of the Emperor into the fort took place on 19th April, 1648. The period 
of construction was, therefore, less than 9 years. 
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eight lacs of rupees. The palaces of the Begam Sahiba and other 
chaste inmates of the Harem cost seven lacs, and other buildings, such 
as the bazar and the guard-houses inside the mighty fort, which were 
designed to serve for the royal manufactories, were completed at a cost 
of four lacs. 

During his reign Sultan Flruz Khaljl (Tughlaq.) had an irrigation 
’canal which branched off from the river Jumna in the neighbourhood 
of the pargana of Khidrabad, and extended over a distance of thirty 
kos to the borders of the Pargana Safaidun, which was his hunting 
ground, and which did not have sufficient water for agriculture. After 
the death of the Sultan and with the passage of time, the canal deteri¬ 
orated, and water stopped flowing. In the reign of Akbar, Slrihab- 
ud-Dln Ahmad Khan, the Governor of Delhi, repaired the canal not 
only for increasing cultivation but for the development of the area in 
his fief, and named it Shihab canal. After his death no one attended 


to its maintenance and repairs, and as on a previous occasion water 
stopped flowing. When Shah Jaban decided to build the fort (at 
Delhi), he ordered that the canal from Khidrabad to Safaidun—which 
respectively formed the head and the terminations of the canal— 
should be repaired; and also that a new canal should be dug from 
Safaidun to the fort, which also was 30 royal kos. After completion 
the canal was named the Paradise Canal (Nakr-i-Bahishi). Mansions, 
reservoirs full of water, and high-running fountains added greatly to 
its beauty 1 . On 24th Rabi‘ I, 1038 A.H. (8th April, 1648 A.D.) 
in the 21st year of the reign, which day had been selected by the 
astrologers for royal entry, orders were issued for arranging the para¬ 
phernalia of a royal feast and a convivial entertainment. In all the 
royal apartments were spread beautiful carpets, which had been pre¬ 
pared in Kashmir and Lahore out of selected wool with great skill 
and taste, while on the doors of the courtyards and porticoes were 
hung curtains embroidered, worked in gold, and velvet brocades pre- 


1 The account of the canals is taken from 'Amal SHlih, III, p. 29. In 
reference to these canals also see P. Saran, The Provincial Government of the 
Mughals (1941), p. 416 and notes. 
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pared by the skilled workers of Gujarat. In every apartment were 
placed jewelled, gold enamelled, and plainly worked thrones, and after 
arranging high seats and cushions having covers with brilliant pearls, 
gold embroidered cloths were spread over the thrones. The three sides 
of the great portico of the private and public palaces were embellished 
with a silver enclosure, and opposite the Jharoka was a golden enclo¬ 
sure, while golden stars with golden chains were hung in all alcoves, 
and these made the place resemble the heavens. In the middle of that 
portico was placed a square throne surrounded by a golden enclosure; 
the heavenly jewelled throne was left exposed to the sky whence the 
splendour of world-illuminating sun radiated. In front of the throne 
was erected a canopy embroidered with gold and pearl strings, and 
raised on jewelled poles; and on the two sides of the throne were 
placed two parasols ( Chatr ) decorated with pearl strings, while on the 
other two sides of the throne octagonal frames were erected. Behind 
the throne were placed jewelled and golden tables on which was 
displayed the Qiir Khana —which consisted of the jewelled swords 
with worked scabbards, quivers and gem-bedecked arms, and jewelled 
spears for the making of which full use had been made of all the 
resources of the sea and the mines. The roof, the pillars, the doors 
and walls of this heavenly portico, and the porticoes all round 
the private and public palaces were covered up and decorated with 
embroidered canopies, golden curtains from Europe and China, gold 
and silver embroidered velvets from Gujarat and gold-and silver-thread 
screens. In front of the great central portico was erected an awning of 
gold embroidered velvet, and in front of the lateral porticoes canopies 
of embroidered velvet with silvered poles, and having spread coloured 
carpets on rhe floor of this canopy a silver enclosure was erected round 
it. This great canopy, which in its height and extent resembled the 
heavens, was, according to the royal orders, woven in the imperial 
fadtory at Ahmadabad, and took a long time to complete at a cost of 
nearly one lac of rupees. Its length was 70 royal cubits and widch 45 
cubits. It was erected on four silver poles, each of which was two 
yards and a quarter in circumference and 22 yards high. It covered 
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an area of 3,200 (? square) yards, and 10,000 people could be accom¬ 
modated under it. It took trained fardshes and 3,000 additional men 
working hard for a month to erect it, and it was generally known as 
Dalbadal. In short, such a canopy — which resembled the heavens— 
had never been erected before, and such a building—which was a 
counterpart of the heavens—had never been decorated so elaborately. 
From the date of the auspicious entry of the Emperor into this heavenly 
building there was a continuous, grand feast lasting ten days. Every 
day hundred people were exalted with the grants of suitable Khiiats, 
many were gratified by increases in their ranks and the grant of titles, 
while others received grants in cash, horses and elephants. MTr 
Yahiya Kashi 1 composed the following chronogram of the date of 
completion of this great edifice: — 

Hemistich 

Shud Shahjahanabad az Shah Jahan dbdd (Shahjahanabad was 
established by Shah Jahan ; 1058 A.H.= 1648 A.D.). 
and received a reward of Rs. 1 ,ooo 2 . 

On the completion of these buildings Mukramat Khan was granted 
an increase of 1,000 Dhdt « Suwdr, and as a result of his rank became 
5,000 foot with 5,000 horse of which 3,000 horse were diiaspa and 
sih-aspa. In the 23rd year of the reign corresponding to 1059 A.H. 
(1649 A.D.) Mukramat Khan died at Shahjahanabad. He was well 
known for his wealth and riches. It is stated that one day Shah 
Jahan stated after looking at maps of Baghdad and Isfahan where the 
bazars were octagonal and covered, and which had appealed to his 
fancy, that those in the new city had not been constructed accordingly, 

1 For Yahiya Kashi see Beale's Oriental Biographical Dictionary (2nd edn.)> 
p. 4 * 9 - He was given a reward of Rs. 5 , 000 for this chronogram. Also see 
Banarsi Prasad, History of Shahjahan, p. 252, 

2 For a good account of the Delhi fort see Gordon Sanderson’s interesting 
article entitled “Shah Jahan’s Fort, Delhi” in Ann. Reft. Arch. Surv. India for 
1911-12 (1915), pp. 1-27. The account is of special interest in regard to the 
cost of building as given by various contemporary authors. 
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and the city had not been finished as he would have liked. He 
commented unfavourably on this matter to Mukramat Khan. From 
that day Mukramat Khan used to say that if the city was named after 
him, he would pay into the treasury all that had been spent on its 
construction. He had a son by the name of Muhammad LatTf. 
In the 22nd year of the reign he was appointed as the Faujdar of the 
Miyan Duab, and Ruh Ullah the brother’s son (of Mukramat Khan) 
held a suitable mansab. 

As the fast-footed pen has narrated the circumstances relating to 
the fort of Shahjahanabad, it is proposed to include here a description of 
this city and of the Old Delhi. When the auspicious fort of Shahjah¬ 
anabad was completed, all the exalted princes, and the honoured 
Amirs arranged to build on its right and left and along the river bank 
grand and imposing buildings and pleasant houses costing some 20 
lacs of rupees. The buildings were constructed by the poor 
and the rich and great men according to their limited or ample means, 
and they planned them to suit their inclinations and tastes. A proper 
description of this well populated, great city is not possible; globe¬ 
trotters have not recorded a city of such a size, so cosmopolitan and 
still so select, in any other country. 

Verse 

Though Egypt and Syria are exalted by the Almighty; 

They are only a corner of this cosmopolitan city. 

Baghdad, the city of peace, which was for five hundred and odd 
years the Capital of the ‘Abbasid Caliphs, lies from the river Tigris 
at a distance of two leagues (farsakhs) which is equal to six kos. The 
circumference of this grand city is five farsakhs or fifteen kos. The 
wall of the fort of the new city which was built of stone and mud, 
was damaged in various places by excessive rains, consequently a new 
surrounding wall was started in the 26th year to be built with great 
care out of stone and mortar, and about the close of the 30th year its 
length of 3,182 yards was completed at a cost of four lacs; it included 
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27 bastions and eleven gates—which were 2 yards in width and with 
their battlcine'nts 4 yards in height. 

The street towards Lahore side is 20 yards wide, and 1,520 yards 
long; on its two sides are 1,560 houses and buildings, very becoming 
and well constructed according to the tastes of the residents of the 
area. The starting point of the bazar from the wall of the fort near 
the royal stables lies at a distance of 125 yards, (forming?) a square 
80 by 80 yards; the square plinth of the police station is situated at 
a distance of 480 yards; from there to the second square, which is 
100 by 100 yards and forms an octagonal area after the Baghdad style, 
there is a bazar of the same length and width. To the north of this 
square is situated the two-storied lofty Sara] of Begam Sahiba commu¬ 
nicating by one gace with the bazar and through its other gate with a 
garden known as Sahibabad—more correctly the Sih Bdgb —its length 
is 486 yards; one of these gardens was presented as a peshkash by 
Mukramat Khan, and Shah Jahan presented it to the fortunate queen. 
To the south of this bazar is Humdm (bath), very elegantly and nicely 
built according to the orders of the Queen referred to above. From 
this Sara 1 and square to the Sard’t and square of the Fathpurl Palace 
the distance is 560 yards. The road of the bazar towards Akbarabad 
525 yards long and 15 yards wide; it is elegantly decorated on the 
two sides by \88 buildings and houses. At the beginning of the 
bazar opposite the gate of the Fort towards the south lies the great 
mosque of Akbarabad! Palace. The Jama* mosque of the city, known 
as the Jahan Numa Mosque, is situated on a hillock to the west of the 
fort at a distance of 1,000 yards; it is very solid and elegant, and is 
spaciously built. On the 10th Shawwal, 1060 A.H. (26th Septem¬ 
ber, 1650 A.D.) its foundations were laid, and to add to the beauty 
of the place in six years’ tune at a cost of ten lacs of rupees it was 
completed under the supervision of Sa'd Ullah Khan and Khalil Ullah 
Khan. 

' Qtbla’ Hdjdt amad Masjid Shah Jahan 

(The mosque of Shah Jahan has appeared to fulfil our needs: 
1067 A.H. (1656-57 A.D.) is the date of its completion 1 . From 
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that date to the time of writing nearly a hundred years have elapsed. 
The exalted princes and great officials have built elegant mansions 
and laid out extensive charming gardens; the swift black steed (pen) 
runs high in their descriptions, but how can the pen with wooden feet 
traverse this path ! particularly the mosques which were built in the 
Cbauk Sa'ad Uliah Khan and the Chatik known as the Chandni 
Cbattk —this latter was laid out by Zafar Khan entitled Raushan-ud- 
Daula. The domes of each with the minarets shine brilliantly, as they 
are covered on the outside with gilded copper sheets—their reflections 
at the rising of the sun and moon dazzle the eye of the heavens. As 
for a long time this city has been the seat of the royal standards, 
numerous edifices have been built and large numbers of people have 
taken up their residence all round outside the Fort, and all its four 
corners are inhabited. Owing to the great crowding and coming over 
of people from all seven climes every street -and dwelling is filled up 
with goods and wares from all countries. All houses are full, as is 
becoming of all great cities, and in every shop owing to the 
abundance of the precious and rare commodities of all countries hum 
dreds of trading caravans are busy. Nadir Shah’s occupation resulted 
in setback to the prosperity of the city, but in a short while it return¬ 
ed to normal, and in fact in everything it is now better and shows 
progress. A description of its decorations is not possible for the 
pen; its industries and manufactures are flourishing, and music and 
convivial meetings are a common feature of the life of the people. 
As the fast-moving pen is lame in describing the great features 
of this wonderful city, it has to be content with the following 
verse which was composed by Farughl Kashmiri in praise of this 
city: 


1 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 5 Z > where it is stated that the mosque Was 
started on 10th Shawwal, 1060 A.H., and completed under the supervision of 
Sa'ad Uliah I£han and Khalil Uliah j^han at a cost of ten lacs of rupees in six 
years. 
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Verse 

If any relic of the world excelling itself is to remain, 

May it be this Shahjahanabad. 

Old Delhi, which is the greatest and most ancient city of India, 
was originally called lndarpat. Its longitude is n 4°38' and latitude 
28° 15 1 '. Although it is included in the second clime by some 
authors, it should really be included in the third clime. Sultan Qutb- 
ud-Din and Sultan Shams-ud-Din spent their time in the fort of 
Pith 5 ra. Sultan Ghiyath-ud-Dln Balban built a new fort, and planned 
in it his mausoleum. Mu‘izz-ud-Din Kaiqubad founded another city 
on the bank of Jumna; this is known as Kelugarhi. Amir Khusrau 
praises this city in his work Qirdn-Ms-Sa'dain. 

Verse 

Oh ! Delhi and its young beauties, 

Wearing tilted turbans and scarfs (on their heads). 

The mausoleum of Humayun is in this city. Sultan ‘Ala-ud-Dln 
founded another city; this is known as Sri. Later Tughluq Shah 
founded Tughluqabad. His son Sultan Muhammad founded a new 
city with beautiful buildings. Sultan Flruz established a large city 
after his name, and altering the course of the river Jumna brought it 
near the city; and at a distance of three kos from Flruzabad founded 
another city by the name of fabdn Numd. 

When Humayun became the Emperor, he rebuilc the fort of Indar- 
pat and called it Din Pandh. Sher Khan Stir laid waste the ‘Ala’ 
Delhi, and founded a new city. Remnants of these old towns are stil 
to be seen 2 . The length of this Suba from Palwal to Ludhiana or 
the banks of the river Sutlej is 160 kos , and width from the Sarkar 0 

1 According to modern computation the correct figures are lat. 28 J 38* 58' 
long. 77 0 16'-30". 

2 For details see Fanshaw, Delhi: Past and Present (London, 1902). A 1 
Jarrett’s translation of A’in, II, pp. 278-285, on which source the history of d 
earlier cities, its situation, and climate etc. appear to have been based. 
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Rewari to the hills of Kuma’on is 140 kos, on the other side from 
Hisar to Khidnibad is 130 kos. To the east is Agra, along the centre 
on the east and north it adjoins Khairabad in the Oudh Suba. To 
the north is the mountainous area, on the south are Agra and AjmSr, 
on the west is Ludhiana and the source of the river Ganges—and as 
in this Saba there are numerous streams, the northern mountainous 
country of the Suba is called Kuma’on. It has mines of gold, silver, 
lead, copper, arsenic and borax; and the black buck, the nilgai, the 
silk-worms, hawks, falcons and other game animals are found in abun¬ 
dance, as are horses particularly of the class of horses known as Gut 
{Gunt). It consists of 8 sarkars, and 232 parganas and had a revenue 
of 601,615,505 dams in the days of Akbar. When Shah Jahan 
made Shahjahanabad the Capital, he included other mahals in it, and 
as a result it consisted of 12 sarkars and 281 mahals, with a revenue 
of 1,222,950,1 37 dams. 

This great area 1 , which is one of the best parts of India, has three 
seasons. The winter lasts from the beginning of Aban to Bahman; 
Adhar and Dlare the coldest months, the other two months, the first 
and the last are cold, but the cold is not excessive—this season is the 
best in India, as during this time it is possible to travel and hunt to 
one’s heart s content. The second, the summer, extends from the 
beginning of Isfandar to the end of Khurdad. Isfandar is the beginn¬ 
ing of spring in India; it is very mild; Farvardl also is mild; during 
these two months also one can ride and run. Ardlbihisht also is not 
unpleasant, but it is not possible to exert oneself unless it is absolutely 
essential. In Khurdad heat is at its height. The third is the rainy 
season, and this also if it rains, makes the air pleasant, otherwise it is 
hot like Khurdad. Amardad is the rainest month, and the air is very 
pleasant while the rains last; sometimes it rains 10-15 times a day, 
and clouds of all colours appear; these days also are very pleasant in 
India. During Shahrivar also it rains, but not so heavily as in 

1 This description of the seasons in Delhi is taken from 'Amal Salih III, 

pp. 243, 244. 
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thc previous month. Mihr is the end of the rainy season; the 
rains during this period are particularly beneficial for the Kharif and 
Rabl‘ crops. The day after the first pahr (4 hours) becomes warm, 
and nights are liable to be cold. This season has air of three types. 
If it rains, it is humid, otherwise hot; but during summer the air is 
not oppressive, while during the rainy season the air becomes oppres¬ 
sive if it does not rain and there is no breeze. These are the three 
main seasons in ail parts of India, but the climate varies (in different 
areas). 


MULLA MUHAMMAD OF TATTA 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 369-372). 

His father Mulla Muhammad Yusuf spent his days as a dervish 
and in poverty, but he was not without spiritual perfections and had a 
knowledge of the Truth. Mulla Muhammad, his son and successor, 
in his early youth, acquired in his homeland a good knowledge of the 
religious sciences, together with rational and traditional education, and 
applied himself to rationalistic studies. In a short time he became 
well versed in every branch, and was universally recognied as a scholar. 
He was also fully conversant with the sciences of algebra and arithme¬ 
tic. Together with all this acquired knowledge, he was adorned with 
trustworthiness, piety, devotion and continence. Later he opened 
the gates of instructions, and started to teach and train pupils. In as 
much as a man’s value depends upon his knowledge, and that of 
knowledge upon its being conveyed in instruction, he became acquain¬ 
ted with Yamm-ud-Daulah Asaf Jah\ who was one of the brilliant 
pupils of the Mulla. As a result of his being the teacher of this 
august personality he became widely known, and attained great 
influence and worldly riches. 

1 For his account see Maathir-ul Umara, Text 1 , pp. 151-160, Beveridge's 
translation I, pp. 287-295. He was a man of versatile talents, see Beni Prasad, 
History of Jahangir, pp. 187-188. 
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When the family of Yamln-ud-Daulah rose high in the time of 
Jahangir, their connections and dependants also flourished. Even 
his servants and slaves were granted the titles of Khan and Tarkhan. 
Asaf Jah, fully recognizing the fact of his attainments being due to 
his contact with that great man, and his good furtune and success a 
result of the blessings of the Mulla, began to honour and favour him 
more and more; through his intermediation the Mulla was gratified 
by being appointed Sadr Kull (Chief ecclesiastical officer) of the 
imperial territories throughout India. As the star of his destiny rose, 
felicity followed, and fortune hurried in the wake of his advancement. 
All the properties, gardens, houses and dwellings of the Arghuns and 
Tarkhans—who had been rulers of Tatta—came into his possession by 
purchase or by gift from the royal exchequer. In short, he became 
the owner of all Tatta, and his brethren became Qadls, Muftis and 
Censors in that province. Owing to the pre-eminence of the Mulla, 
they paid little heed to the local officers, and ruling independently 
did whatever they fancied. 

Accordingly when Shah Beg Khan 1 was appointed Governor of 
Tatca, he went to take leave of Asaf Jah. The latter recommended 
to him the case of the brothers of Mulla Muhammad. The frank 
Turk had heard about them, and of their not being deferential to the 
governors in view of the influence of the Mulla, So he replied, 
“They will continue to command respect if they behave with modera¬ 
tion, otherwise I will flay them.” This remark was the ruin of Shah 
Beg, and lost him his rank and his fief. At the time of Mahabat 
Khan’s predominance, if the Mulla had wanted to get away, no one 
would have stopped him, but as the end of his life had reached, he, 
on account of his intimacy, apparent or real, with the Qadl and Mir 
‘Adi sought, through their intimacy introduction with Mahabat Khan. 

1 See Blochmann, A in, I (2nd edn.), pp, 408-410. Asaf Jah s recommen¬ 
dation in favour of Mulla’s relations on Shah Beg Khan s appointment as the 
Governor of Tatta is recorded on p. 409. For his appointment as Governor of 
Tatta see also Rogers and Beveridge’s translation of Memoirs of Jahangir, I, p. 

397 - 
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Whatever was said about his learning, ascetism, scrupulousness and 
integrity, however, had no effect on Mahabat Khan. 

As prior to this, he had executed Mulla Abdul Samad the mater¬ 
nal grandson of Shaikh Chand 1 astrologer, and MTrza ‘Abdul Khaliq, 
brother’s son of Khwaja Shams-un-Dln Muhammad Khwafl owing to 
their companionship and familiarity with Asaf Jab, Mahabat Khan 
remarked that all these were the sources of strife. The Mulla 2 was 
made over to Rajputs and for some days kept in confinement. 
Though he was in no way concerned with the intrigues, this innocent 
man was martyred by their sword. Though the chief reason was his 
being Asaf Jah’s teacher, but it so happened that when they were 
putting chains on his arms and legs these were not properly secured 
and by a slight movement he was able to throw them off. This was 
regarded as magic. And, further, as the Mulla at the close of his 
life had taken to becoming a Hafiz of the Qur-an, and was always 
reciting it, his lips were in constant motion. Mahabat Khan thought 
that the Mulla was repeating incantations against him, and carried 
away by this belief had him put to death immediately. Not recog¬ 
nizing the value of the dear man they destroyed him. It is stated 
that Asaf jah was greatly affected by the deaths of three unrivalled 
companions, and for many nights he used to cry out, “Alas for 
Muhammad, Khaliq and Samad.” 

MULTAFAT KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 500-503). 

He was the eldest son of A‘zam Khan 3 Jahfuiglrshahl. He had a 
good knowledge of conventional literature, and was well endowed with 
praiseworthy qualities. During Jahangir’s reign he became well knowr 

x A famous astrologer of the times of Humayun and Akbar. 

2 See Mu'tamad Khan's I q balnama-l abangtri, pp. 267, 268 from whic 
work the account of Mulla’s execution seems to have been taken. 

3 For his account see Maathir-ttl-Umara, Text I, pp. 174-180, Beveridge 
translation I, pp. 315'3 1 9* 
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and achieved fame. When his father in the beginning of the 2nd 
year of Shah Jahan’s reign was deputed to the Deccan, his rank was 
increased by 400 with 150 horse to 1,000 with 250 horse 1 . Later, 
when he accompanied his father on the campaign against Khan Jahan 
L 5 dl to Balaghat, his rank was raised to 1,500 with 500 horse 2 . 
After Khan Jahan with his allies the Nizam Shahis had been repeatedly 
defeated by the imperial troops, they kept at a distance from these 
troops. Only occasionally there were minor skirmishes after which 
they retired hurriedly, and on this account the brave men (of the 
imperial troops) did not worry about them. By chance one day when 
Multafat Khan wich a contingent of the Rajputs was with rearguard, 
the latter through negligence became separated from the centre by a 
distance of two kos. The enemy,-who were waiting for such an oppor¬ 
tunity, came suddenly with 10,000 horse and made a surprise attack. 
Several of the well known house-born (j Khanazad ) Mughals and Rajputs 
fought bravely and sacrificed their lives. Multafat Khan and Ra’o 
Dada Chandrawat could not hold their ground and had to retire 3 . 
In the 10th year he was appointed to the high office of the Examiner 4 
of Petitions. In the 13th year he was appointed Dlvdn of the pro¬ 
vince of Bengal. In the 19th year, he was nominated as the Bakbsbj 
of the expedition which was sent under the leadership of Prince Murad 
to Ballda and Badakhshan. In the 22nd year, when Prince Muha¬ 
mmad Aurangzib was deputed to Qandahar with the victorious armies, 
the said Khan was appointed as the Bakhsb'i of his forces. In the same 
year his father died, while he was in attendance (on the Prince), and 
was granted an increase of 500 horse in his rank. In the 23rd year, 
his rank was further increased by 500 horse and he was appointed to 
the Deccan. About this time Shaista Khan was the Viceroy of the 
Deccan, and Multafat Khan on account of old connections great ability 


1 Badshahnama, I, pt, i, p. 258. 

2 Op. tit., p, 296. 

3 Op. tit., p. 305. 

4 Bddshahnama, 1 , pt. ii, p. 234. 
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and capabilities was appointed as his deputy at Burhanpur. He 
exerted himself in the settlement of the province, and eradicated all 
traces of sedition from the area. By his good administration he was 
able to please everyone. In the 25th year he was appointed Divan 
of the Pay an Ghat, Deccan, or the province of Khandesh 1 and half of 
the province of Berar. In the 29th year, on the recommendation of 
Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb, Viceroy of the Deccan, he had an 
increase of 500 foot with 500 horse, and was appointed Commandant 
of the fort of Ahmadnagar in succession to Shah Beg Khan. 

Since the smell of his good nature had been rendered fragrant by 
the perfume of the Prince’s favours, he, at the time of ‘AlamgTr’s 
march for contesting the Kingdom, showed his resolute devotion by 
accompanying him. Later when the reins of the royal steed were 
directed from Burhanpur towards its goal, the said Khan was honoured 
by the gift of a standard. After the battle with Jaswant (Singh) in 
the vicinity of the dreadful city of Ujjain at the end of Rajab, 
Murshid Qull Khan bravely sacrificed his life, Multafat Mian was 
appointed Divan in his place, and was given the title of A‘zam Khan 
and presented a togh. His rank was also increased to 4,000 with 
2,900 horse 2 . Since the mischief-making Fate and discordant For¬ 
tune, whose happiness is blended with grief and whose nectar is 
imbued with poison, are bent on pulling down the successful, and 
destroying those who have attained their goal. So before this eager 
vassal of the garden of success had hardly moistened his lips with wine 
of the Divambip, when the cup of his life became full. In short, 
full one and half months had not elapsed, when after the victory, on 
the day of the battle with Dara Shikoh, he died as a result of sharp 
wind, extreme heat, and the weight of his armour. He has distin¬ 
guished for his ability and good judgment. He had a pleasant 
countenance and was courteous. > His dealings were so pleasant that 
whoever approached him, became enamoured of his company. He also 
had a poetical vein. This verse is his: 


1 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 127. 


2 'Alamgtrnama, f. 73. 
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Verse 

In a dream I have seen that dangling fore-lock; 

All my life is disturbed by the memory of that dream. 

He was married to the daughter of Asad Ullah Khan 1 Ma'murl. 
A separate account has been given of his son Hoshdar Khan 2 who 
was one of Aurangzib’s officials. 

MULTAFAT KHAN MIR IBRAHIM HUSAIN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 611-613). 

He was the second son of Asalat Khan 3 Mir Bakbsbt. In the end 
of the 26th year of Shah Jahan’s reign he was appointed Bakbsbt of 
the Ahdls. Later he became Superintendent of Tributes (Ddroghgt 
pesbkash). Though his rank during that reign was not more than 
700, but in view of his being a Kbanazad (house-born)—which is an 
important consideration with appreciative sovereigns—he had prece¬ 
dence over his equals. After Aurangzib’s accession, when his brother 
Mir Sultan Husain Iftikhar Khan was elevated to the dignity of an 
Amir , he also received royal favours; his rank was increased and he 
was granted the title of Multafat Khan. He was again appointed 
BaUosbl of the Ahdls . In the 6th year, in succession to his brother 
Iftikhar Khan who was promoted to the post of Khan-i-Saman, he was 
appointed Master of the Horse 4 . In the same year, on the death of 
Allah Yar Kh.in, he was appointed Superintendent of the Mace- 
bearers and the body-guards 5 ( Mutdzmdn-i-Jilau ); which post was only 
reserved for the most trustworthy persons. In addition he held the 

1 MaSthir-ul-Umara. Text I, pp. 140-142, Beveridge’s translation I, pp, 
269, 270. His name there is Asad Khan and not Asad Ullah Khan. 

2 Ibid., Text III, pp. 943-946, Beveridge and Prashad’s translation I, 
p. 628. 

3 Ibid., Text I, pp. 167-172, Beveridge’s translation I, pp. 295-299, 
The name of the second son there is given as Muhammad Ibrahim Multafat 
Khan. 

4 'Alamgirnama, p. 831. 

36 
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office of Master 1 of Ceremonies (Mir Tnzuk). When in the 13th 
year his brother was censured and turned back from the Attoclc river, 
he also was deprived of his title and rank, and Yasawals (guards) were 
deputed 2 to take him to LahSre. Later he and his brother were 
purged of their offences and restored (to their ranks), and he was 
appointed Commandant of the fort of the Capital in succession to 
Mu'tamad Khan. In the 15th year he was reappointed Superinten¬ 
dent of the Bodyguards 3 4 , and later was posted as the Fanjdar of Langar- 
kot, in the Peshawar district. In the 18th year, on the death of 
Safshikan Khan Muhammad Tahir, he was promoted 1 to the post of 
the Superintendent of Artillery. Afterwards for some reasons he was 
removed from his office, but, in the 22nd year, he was reinstated, and 
his rank becoming 1,000 with 1,000 horse he was appointed Ftmjdar 
of Ghazipur Zamaniya, After being removed from there he became 
Faujdar of Agra. In the 24th year, he one day attacked a village. 
He was wounded, and died 5 6 on 15th Jummada II, 1092 A.H. (26th 
June, 1681 A.D.). By a strange coincidence his brother also died in 
the same year at Jaunpur. 

MUNAWWAR KHAN SHAIKH MIRAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 654, 655). 

He was the second son of Khan Zainan Nizam 0 . In the 29th year 
of the reign of ‘Alamglr lie with his father kissed the royal threshold, 
and in the 30th year, when his father 7 performed outstanding services 

1 ‘Alamgirndma , p. 851. 

2 Maalhir-i - 1 Alamgirt, pp. 101, 102. 

3 Op. cit., p. 118. 

4 Op. cit., p, 142. His removal from this office is noted on p. 150. 

5 Op. cit., p. 209. His brother Iftikhar Khan's deatli at Jaunpur is also 
recorded on the same page. 

6 Maatbir-hl-Umar3. Text I, pp. 794-798. 

7 Maathir-i-‘Alamgm, pp. 319-324. But the year of capture of SambhujI, 
is wrongly given in the Text as 30th instead of 32nd (1689 A.D.). For details 
see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, IV, pp. 398-404. 
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la the capture of Sambha Bhonsle, he received an increase in rank and 
was honoured with the title of Munawwar Khan 1 . In the 39th year* 
his rank, primary and by increase, was raised to 4,000 to 2,500 
horse. In the 50th year he was attached 2 to Muhammad A'zam 
Shah, who had been appointed to Malwa. After the death of 
Aurangzlb having elected to side with the said Prince he started for 
Upper India. In the battle’ 1 * which took place between the said Prince 
and Bahadur Shah near Akbarabad (Agra) the said Khan with his 
elder brother Khan ‘Alam was in the vanguard of the army. He ad¬ 
vanced his elephant to oppose ‘Azinvush-Shan, but as his brother 
was wounded by an arrow, the world became dark before his eyes 
and meanwhile he was killed by a bullet. His son was Munawwar 
Khan QutbT, who had Murtadapur in the Berar Suba as his fief. In 
the early years of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah’s rule in the Deccan he 
had collected a force much larger than was justified by his rank; that 
illustrious Amir, however, by a clever manoeuvre managed to reduce 
his army. He died a natural death. He had for his sons Ikhtisas 
Khan who in the end was honoured with the title of Khan Zaman, 
and 1 ‘zaz Khan and others, everyone of them received a Jagir through 
partition of their ancestral property. Not long ago all of them died. 
But his minor son by the name of Facjlr Muhammad is still alive, and 
spends his life in the service of this or that person. 

(KHAN KHANAN) MUN‘IM BEG 1 
(Vol. I, pp. 635-645). 

He was one of the principal officers of Humayun’s reign. His 
father’s name was Bairam 5 Beg. At the time when failure became 

1 Maathir-i-' Alam girl, p. 324. 2 Aiaatbir-i-' Alam girt, p. 51 4 - 

3 Battle of Jajaii, 18th June, 1707. See Irvine, Later Mughais, I, pp. 22-34. 

4 For an account of Mun'im Beg sec Blochmann, A'ln, I (2nd edn.), pp. 

333, 334; it is based mainly on the Madthir account. 

5 Apparently it should be Miram Beg, see Journ. As. Soc. Bengal for 
1894, p. 308 but Blochmann, loc. cit., prefer Bairam Beg. 
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the fate of Humayun, and except for Sindh there was no area left to 
him, he rested for a few days at Bhakkar, and then proceeded to 
besiege the fort of Sehwan. Mirza Shah Husain, the ruler of Tatta 
came forward, and blockading the roads stopped supplies of grain. 
Several officers went away without leave, and Mun'im Khan, who was 
their leader, also wanted to desert with his brother Fadil Beg. The Em¬ 
peror, as a precautionary measure, imprisoned him 1 . Although he did 
not accompany Humayun on the journey to ‘Iraq, still after his return 
from Iran he was always in attendance, and performed his duties 
loyally. When Humayun went to Qandahar to enquire into the 
conduct of Bairam Khan, against whom envious persons had, for 
selfish reasons, brought up serious charges, and proposed, as he was 
returning, to assign the government of that area of Mun'im Khan; 
the latter represented that as an expedition to India was in the offing, 
a change at that time would undermine the morale of the army, after 
the expedition any changes, that might be considered desirable, could 
be made. Consequently Qandahar was left in Bairam Khan’s charge 2 3 . 
During this period in the year 961 A.H. (1554 A.D.) he was appoin¬ 
ted guardian 11 of Prince Muhammad Akbar in Kabul, and in honour 
of this appointment he gave a grand banquet and offered suitable 
presents. When at the end of the same year Humayun’s armies 
started for the conquest of India, Prince Muhammad Hakim, who 
was one year old, was left in Kabul, and the said Khan was left in 
charge of all the affairs of that country 4 . For a long time he set right 
the distractions there. When Akbar became estranged with Bairam 
Khan, he, in compliance with the orders of recall, presented himself 
in Dhul Hijja 967 A.H. (August, 1560 A.D.) at Ludhiana 5 where 

1 AikbarnUma, Text I, pp. 176, 177, Beveridge’s translation I, p. 367. 

2 Op. tit., Text, pp. 333-335, translation pp, 610-612, 

3 Op. tit., Text, p, 335, translation p. 612. 

4 Akbarnama, Text II, p, 14, Beveridge’s translation II, p. 25. 

g Of. tit., Text, p. 11 4 , translation p. 174, note 1. It is Sirhind in 
Akbarnama, Ludhiana in Muntakhab-Ht'Tawarikh, II, Lowe’s translation p. 38, 
and Tabayat, II, De's translation, p. 246. 
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the Emperor was at the time in pursuit of Bairam Khan. He was 
appointed to the high office of Vakil, and granted the tide of Khan 
Kbanan. In the 7th year, when Atga Khan was martyred by the 
cruel sword of Adham Khan, Mun'im Khan, who had secretly 
instigated the crime, became panic strtken and fled 1 . Akbar sent 
Ashraf Khan, Mir Munshl, to reassure him and bring him back. 
Not many days had elapsed, when deluded by the same idea he 
left Agra towards the valleys at the foot of hills with the intention 
of proceeding to Kabul. After six days’ hard marches he 
reached the pargana of Saror which formed part of the fief of 
Mir Mahmud Munshl. The collector there perceiving signs of 
fear in his countenance willy-nilly arrested him. Saiyid Mahmud 
Khan Barah one of the leading Amirs, who also had his fief in the 
neighbourhood, hearing of this incident believed that it was the 
Khan Khanan. Recognizing the value of this favourable opportunity 
for himself, he offered his respects, and took him back to the 
royal threshold with all due honour 2 . Akbar, according to the 
old arrangement, reappointed him as the Vakil. His son GhanI 
Khan — who, as his father’s deputy, was in charge of the government of 
Kabul—-intoxicated by youth and power, and evil counsels—considered 
injuring others was to his advantage. He ruled tyrannously and even 
did not treat Mirza Muhammad Hakim with consideration. Conse¬ 
quently Mali Chuchak, the mother of the Mirza, became helpless, 
and along with her well-wishers joined hands with Fadil Beg the 
blind—who was dissatisfied with the rule of his brother’s son, and 
Fadil Beg’s son ‘Abul Fath. When GhanI Khan returned after ins¬ 
pection of the melon-fields, they shut the gates of the city in his face. 
When he saw that his enterprise was doomed to fail, and there was 
even a chance of his being made a prisoner, he returned back from 
Kabul and left for India. The Begam appointed Fadil Beg as Mirza s 


1 Akbarnama Text, p. 176, translation p. 272. 

2 Of. tit.. Text, p, 180, translation pp. 278, 279. Saror is Birwnr in Elliot, 
Sufflementary Glossary, II, p. 90, 
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Vakil, and made his son deputy, and judiciously divided the fiefs and 
titles. As after some time Abul Fath’s tyrannies, exceeded all bounds, 
Shah Wall and others conspired and taking him, while he was drunk, 
killed him. Fadil Beg was also seized and executed. 

When the state of disturbances was reported to Emperor Akbar he 
appointed Mun‘im Khan, who was longing for that country, as the 
guardian of Mlrza Muhammad Hakim, and in the 8th year sent him 
with a suitable auxiliary force so that he might extort vengeance for 
his son, and also straighten up affairs there 1 . Mun'im Khan not 
taking the Kabulis into account and before his auxiliaries had joined 
him hastened off (to Kabul). The Bcgam had put Wall Atga to death 
on a suspicion of his rebellious intentions and having appointed Haidar 
Qasim Kohbar as her Vakil was herself looking after the affairs. On 
hearing the news, she collected men from all quarters, and marched 
out with the Mlrza to battle. In an engagement, which took place 
near Jalalabad, Mun'im Khan was defeated, and all his baggage and 
paraphernalia of office was plundered. For fear of the enemy he did 
not consider it proper to halt anywhere till he reached the country of 
the Gakhars. He sent a representation to Akbar stating that he had 
not the face to come to the threshold, and either he might be allowed 
to proceed to Mecca or granted a fief in the area where he was, so 
that after equipping himself he might again present himself for service. 
Emperor Akbar, thoroughly appreciating his merits, allowed him to 
retain his fiefs in India and summoned him to the Court. He again 
enjoyed boundless favours at the hands of Emperor 2 , and for a long 
time held charge of Agra, the Capital. When in the 12th year Khan 
Zaman and Bahadur Khan received due retribution for their deeds, the 
fiefs of both the brothers from Jaunpur to the banks of the river 
Chausa (Ganges) were assigned to him. 

10 The account of Ghani Khan's mismanagement in Kabul and the appoint¬ 
ment of Mun’im f^han to Kabul is adapted from Akbarnama, II, Text pp. 183- 
187, translation pp. 284-289. 

11. The failure of his expedition to Kabul and return is described in Akbar- 
mma, II, on pp. 187-189 of the text, and pp. 290-294. 
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In the same year Khan Khanan by clever diplomacy made peace 
with Sulaiman KararanI, the ruler of Bengal and Bihar, and established 
the coming of money in Emperor Akbar’s name, and also of having 
the Kbutba recited in his name in the province of Bengal 1 . Sulaiman 
KararanI was one of Salim Shah’s officers. When Bengal fell into 
the hands of Sher Shah, he made over its government to Muhammad 
Khan who was his near relation. After the death of Salim Shah 
he became supreme, but died soon after. His son Bahadur Khan 
recited the Kbutba and coined money m his own name. He killed in 
battle the notorious ‘Adll who was a claimant for the Indian Empire. 
After a time he died a natural death, and his younger brother Jalal-ud- 
Dln became his successor. Taj Khan KararanI, who with his brothers 
had fled from ‘Adll, and taken up residence in Bengal, was at times 
friendly to him, and at other times opposed him. When he (Jalal-ud- 
Din) also died, the government of Bengal and Bihar came into Taj 
Khan’s hands. After him his brother Sulaiman Khan succeeded him. 

After making peace with Khan Khanan, (Sulaiman) seized Orissa, 
and by a clever ruse killed the Raja of that province. In 979 A.H. 
(1571-72 A.D.) he died. His elder son Bayazld, who succeeded him, 
in his presumption had the Kbutba recited in his own name in that 
area. Khan Khanan had fights with him in Bihar, As through 
arrogance and pride he behaved haughtily towards the nobles of the 
area, Hansu, son of ‘Imad—who was his cousin and son-in-law— 
became offended, and stirred up some persons and they put him to 
death, .Lodi Khan, who was the leading man of the area, raised 
Da’iid, the younger son of Sulaiman, to power, and killed Hiinsu. 
Gujar Khan KararanI—who considered himself sword of the realm 
( Mtr-i-Shamshir ) in the province of Bihar—raised the son of Bayazld 
to power, and they together opposed Da’ud. Lodi with a large army 
started from Bengal to Bihar, and by the use of stratagem and finesse 
made Gujar his ally. Khali Khanan, in accordance with the royal 

1 Akbaranama Text, pp. 324-325, translation, pp. 477-^79, Beveridge 
translates it as “insincere peace”. 
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orders 1 , addressed himself to the conquest of Bihar, and crossed the 
river Son. Da’ud having become suspicious of Lodi removed him out 
of his way, and himself took shelter in the fort at Patna. Emperor 
Akbar, at the request of Khan Khanan for help in the siege, proceed¬ 
ed in 982 A. H. (1574 A.D.), the 19th year of the reign, from 
Agra to the eastern provinces in large boats which had recently been 
constructed. Although some of the boats were sunk by storms on the 
way, he arrived in two months and eight days, and raised the royal 
standard in the vicinity of Patna 2 . They say that when the Emperor 
proceeded rapidly towards Patna, he, at Gangdaspur, ordered Saiyid 
Mlrak of Ispahan, the Jafarl , to take an omen. He sent for the book 
of magic ( Jafar ), and found the following verse: — 

Verse 

Akbar by his auspicious fortune quickly took 
The country out of the hands of Da’ud. 

Akbar perceiving that the conquest of Patna was dependant on 
the taking of Hajlpur, which was situated opposite Patna on the other 
bank of the Ganges, set about reducing it. When it had been taken, 
Da’ud, becoming disheartened, fled to Bengal by the river route. 
Large numbers of his soldiers were killed during the flight, and Patna 
with huge booty was taken by the imperialists 3 . Conquest of the 
Patna country (Fatb bilad Patna : 982 A.H.: 1574-75 A.D.) is the 
chronogram. 

After this victory, Khan Khanan was granted the fief of Patna, 
and was deputed with 20,000 horse to subdue Bengal and chastise 
Da’ud. The Afghans, as a result of the prowess and the might of 
the victorious troops, lost heart, and abandoning strong places without 
a battle retired. Khan Khanan after strengthening all key points on 

t Akbarnama III, Text, p. 4, translation, p. 6. 

2 Emperor Akbar arrived at Patna on 15th Rabi II, 982 A.H., 3rd 
August, 1574: see Akbamama III, Text, p. 96, translation p. 135. 

3 The conquest of Patna is described in detail in Akbarnima III, Text, 
pp. 96-101, translation pp. 135-142. 
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the way advanced further. At last Da’ud fled to Orissa. The Com¬ 
mander-in-chief (Khan Khanan) sent a force under the command of 
Muhammad Quli Khan Barlas to chastise him, and himself went to 
Tanda—which was the centre of Bengal — for bringing the country 
into order. The royal armies wanted salaries to be paid in cash 
instead of fiefs in Bihar and Bengal. Meanwhile Da’ud settled down 
m the country between Bengal and Orissa and was disturbing the 
arrangements, and Muhammad Quli Khan, who had been sent after 
him, had died, Khan Khanan at the request of Raja-Todar Mai him¬ 
self started against him from Tanda. In the same year a great battle 
took place between the two parties. Gujar—who was the leader of 
the enemy—dispersed the imperial vanguard and centre, and none of 
Khan Khanan’s troops performed loyal service or stood firm, but he 
himself with a few others who valued their honour, bravely sustained 
wounds. Accordingly he used to say that though the wounds on his 
head had healed, his sight had been damaged. The wounds of his 
neck were cicatrised, but his neck was not sufficiently strong for him 
to be able to turn round and look backwards, while on account of 3 
shoulder wound he could not move his arm properly. In spite of such 
severe wounds he did not want to turn back, but his well-wishers 
seized his rein and took him away. Gujar made sure of victory, and 
loudly announced that Khan Khanan was done for, and that there was 
no further occasion for prolonging the battle. But he also whispered 
that in spite of such a victory he was not pleased. Suddenly an 
arrow struck and finished him. Da’ud—who was facing Raja Todar 
Mai’s forces—lost heart and fled. Khan Khanan after such a hopeless 
situation won a glorious victory'. He deputed the Raja with Shaham 
Khan Jalair to pursue Da’ud, and though his own wounds had not 
healed, he also started in pursuit. Da’ud went to Cuttack, Orissa, 
and took shelter in the fort there. At last knocking at the door of 
flattery and conciliation, he sent up proposals for arranging a peace, 

1 For his wars in Bengal and victory over Da’ud, see Akbamama III, Text, 
pp. 118-127, translation, pp, 169-180. 
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On the condition of his entering the royal service an interview was 
arranged, Khan Khan an in the beginning of Muharram 983 A.H. 
(April, 1575 A.D.) arranged a banquet of reconciliation; the enter¬ 
tainment was on such a lavish scale that it astonished all onlookers. 
The chief officers went forward to welcome and escort Da’ud. Khan 
Khanan himself advanced as far as the end of the carpet, and received 
him with great effusion. Da’ud unbuckled and laid down his sword, 
and added that from that day he had ceased to be a soldier, and had pre¬ 
sented himself for service under the Emperor, and would carry out such 
orders as were issued in his case. The author of the Tabaqat-i-Akban 
states that Da’ud when giving up his sword said to Khan Khanan, “I 
am sick of soldiering which has wounded such fine men as yourself.” 

Accordingly Khan Khanan handed over Da’ud’s sword to his own 
servants, and after a while awarded him a noble kbil'at on behalf of 
the sovereign, and buckled on him an ornamented sword. He added: 
“We bind you as a servant of the Emperor.” Some estates in Orissa 
were assigned to him in fief 1 , and taking Shaikh Muhammad, 
brother’s son of Da’ud, with him (as a hostage) Khan Khanan turned 
back. At this time Khan Khanan made Gaur—which in former times 
was the Capital of Bengal—his headquarters. Since Ghoraghat— 
was a fountain of strife—was near it, he hoped thereby to quell once 
for all the disturbances in the area. Further Gaur was a delightful 
place, and had a good fort and noble buildings. He was, however, 
oblivious of the fact that in the course of time and as a result of neg¬ 
lect of the buildings the climate of the place had become pestiferous, 
especially towards the end of the rains; as in most cities of Bengal 
there were floods, during that season. Though men, who had expe¬ 
rience of the country, warned Khan Khanan, but he did not take any 
notice of their warnings. At last thirteen leading officials, such as 
Ashraf Khan, HajI Muhammad Khan Sistanl, and many of the inferior 
officers and privates died. As he had acted against the general advice, he 

1 Akbarnama III, Text, pp. 130, 131, translation, pp. 184, 185, The 
passage referred to from the Tabaqat is on p. 468 of De's translation of Vol, II. 
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did not take heed even then. But when the evil exceeded all bounds, he 
looked for a remedy, and making the disturbance oE Junaid Kararani— 
who had risen in Bihar—a pretext, left Gaur 1 . On reaching Tanda, 
he died after a short illness in the 20th year 983 A.H. (1575 A.D.). 

It is strange that this experienced administrator did not listen to 
advice. In spite of all his experience, and his high rank, he held on 
to his Turkish ignorance and in his foolish confidence plunged a large 
number of people into the whirlpool of annihilation. Wise councillors 
base their convictions m regard to the successful execution of their 
plans on a careful consideration of the pros and cons in the light of 
their knowledge which is believed to govern all secondary factors. 
Having done this they ascribe results to the Almighty and not to 
their own foresight, and the influence of the prevailing circumstances. 
As the results of pestilence have been accepted as abominable, it has 
also been laid down that people should not expose themselves to it. 

Khan Khanan was one of the leading nobles of the ranks of 5,000 
([Panjhazarls ) and the commander-in-chief of Emperor Akbar. He was 
skilled in the arts of commanding and soldiering, and was wise both 
in assemblies and in battlefields. He was for forty years the Anrir- 
ul-CJmara and commander-in-chief. As he was childless all his pro¬ 
perty, both movable and immovable, was escheated to the State. It 
has already been mentioned that his son Gh anl Khan after a thousand 
disappointments left Kabul and came to India. When he met his 
father on the way, Khan Khanan, who was displeased with him, turned 
him away. Through the guidance of Fate, he went to ‘Add Shah of 
Bljapur, and after a short time there departed to the other world. 
The descendant of Khan Khanan, which will preserve his name for 
ages, is the Jaunptir Bridge 2 , the chronogram of which is Sirat-al- 

1 Akbarnama III, Text, p, 160, translation, pp. 226-227. 

2 An account of the bridge is given in Qadi Murtada Husain’s Hadiqat- 
nl-Aqalim (Lucknow lith. edn.), p. 677, where it is stated that he also built an 
‘Idgiih at Jaunpur. The author of the Maat_bir has incorrectly given the chro¬ 
nogram of the bridge as ^aijL.,d) I a'j* The complete verse in inscription on 1st 
pier of the bridge by Mir Muhsin-ud-Din correctly recorded in Faqlr Khair-ud- 
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mustaqim (The Strong Bridge: 981 A.H., 1573-7^ A.D.). It is 
one of the great bridges of the empire. 

Din’s Jaunfurnama, runs as j} \j Jo 

fti) This means that the date of building of the bridge is to be obtained by 
subtracting the value of the word o,j from the words \e\yj> i.c„ 6 from 

981, which gives the date as 975. The same date is obtained from another ins¬ 
cription on the top of the cast wall on the south end of the bridge in which the 
chronogram is Ban] in Mmi'im Kb,In. The same date is 

found from the chronogram (JL) Pul Muhammad Mitn'im 

Khan in a verse on top of the 1st pier on its north end. The chronogram in 
the inscription on the and pier on its north-west side, however, is 4ft) 

Fadl Allah which gives the date 976; this is explained in Faqir Khair-ud- 
Dln’s Jaunfurnama (Ms. in the Benares State Library, p. 60) as being due 
to the pier having been completed one year after the bridge was finished. 
The bridge according to an inscription on top of the 2nd pier, north end, 
cast side, was completed under the superintendence of Khwaja Shaikh 
Nizam-i-Nizam-ud-Dln, by the architect Afdal ‘All Kabuli and not Ha drat 
‘All of Kabul as stated by Ncvill in the Jaunpur District Gazetteer, p. 234 
(Allahabad, 1908). Nevill's account is otherwise very detailed and may be 
consulted for a description of the bridge. For complete inscriptions and their 
translation see Fuhrcr, A. & Smith, F.d. W.— The Sharqi Architecture of 
faun fur — Mem. Arch. Surv. bid. I (n. ser.), pp.17-20 (Calcutta, 1889). Cunning¬ 
ham's account of the genesis of the bridge based on a translation of the account 
in Jaunpurndma may also be consulted. He is, however, incorrect in stating that 
there are inscriptions on each pier giving the date and name of the builder 
( Ropts. Arch Surv. Iml. XI, pp. 120-123, 180). There is an interesting reference 
to the bridge and its solidarity in Stewart, History of Bengal (London, 1813), p, 
162. Blochmann [translation of A'in-i-Akban, 1 (2nd cdn., 1939), p. 334] 
following the Maatbir has given the incorrect date as 981 A.H., this inaccuracy 
was pointed out by Vincent Smith (Akbar The Great Mogul, 2nd edn., 1919; 
p. 143, footnote 1). Beveridge ( Akbarndma , translation, Vol. Ill, Index, p. 45, 
noted that two chronograms of the building of the bridge arc given in Bayazid 
Biyat’s Memoirs , but only one of these by Qasim Arsalan refers to the Jaunpur 
Bridge, while the second incorrectly printed as ,jlA. instead of 

^7A. ^1 ^sl> was for the Jalalabad Bridge which was repaired by 

Mun'im Mian in 963 A.H., see p. 161 of the text of.Bayazid’s Memoirs 
published in the Bibliotheca Indica series by M. Ffidayat Hosain in 1941. 
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MUN'IM KHAN KHAN KHANAN BAHADUR SHAH! 

(Vol. Ill, pp, 667-677), 

His father was Sultan Beg of the Barlas tribe, and held an appoint¬ 
ment connected with the Kotwali of Agra. He also went to Kashmir 
on State business. After his death Muhammad Mun'im went to the 
Deccan in search of service. Through righteousness and skilful service 
in the imperial army he came to the notice of Ruh Ullah Khan, the 
Mir Bgkhsht. The latter created an office for him, and made him 
Keeper of his seal. Later, by good fortune and luck he got promotion, 
and became known to Emperor Aurangzlb; he was employed in vari¬ 
ous offices. In the 34th year, he 1 was appointed to the charge 
(Amanat) of the seven guards ( Haft Chaukt) in succession to Mir 
‘Abdul Karim Multafat Khan. In the 46th year, he was made Super¬ 
intendent of the elephant stables 2 . As in the Khelna affair he did 
not come to the help of Muhammad Amin Khan Bahadur, and was 
negligent, his rank was reduced 3 , and his fief was also confiscated. 
Later he was appointed Divan of the eldest son Prince Muhammd 
Mu'azzam in succession to Aslam Khan, and the Dlvdrii of Kabul 1 
was also assigned to him. His pleasant manners and royal service 
made him a great favourite with the Prince. In the 49th year, he, as 
agent for the Prince, was appointed Governor of the Panjab. In 
accordance with the proposal of the Prince, the faujdarl of Jammu 
was made an additional charge for the Khan, and he was given the 
rank of 1,500 with i.ooo horse"'. By his judicious dealings, and 
bravery, he subdued the seditious and turbulent men of the province, 
and settled all affairs with equity and justice. As he was a clever 
tactician, and had taken upon himself to serve the Prince loyally, he 
kept himself wise to the trend of the changing times, and secretly and 

1 M aathir-i-'A lam girl, p. 338, 

2 Of. cit., p. 459. He was also raised to the rank of 1,300, 

3 Of. cit., p, 4 62. The confiscation of his fief is not mentioned there, 

4 Op. cit., p. 482. 

5 Of. cit., p. 497. 
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openly exerted himself in advancing the interests of the Prince. By 
chance the news of the death of Emperor Aurangzlb reached Mun'im 
Khan 1 on the 25th Dhul Hijja, 1118A.H. (19th March, 1707 
A.D.). By the time, when on 2nd Safar (24th April, 1707 A.D.), 
the Prince reached Lahore from Peshawar—which was the winter 
quarters of Kabul—Mun'im Kh an had collected nearly 5,000 horse, 
and a powerful artillery, and presented himself for service on the 
other side of the bridge of Shah Daula. By the time they reached 
Sirhind, his rank had been increased to 4,000 with 2,000 horse 2 3 4 , and 
he had been granted the title of Khan Zaman and presented a tdgb 
and kettle-drums. By the time he reached the Capital, he had collec¬ 
ted 50,000 horse, in addition to the Prince’s forces which came to the 
same figure. His rank was advanced to 5,000 with 5,000 horse, 
and he was granted the title of Bahadur Zafar Jang. In the battle 
against Muhmmad A‘zam Shah he was the principal figure. A brief 
account of it is that when Muhammad A‘zam Shah left his baggage 
with his full sister Zlnat-un-Nisa B^gam and Jumlat-ul-Mulk Asad 
Khan at Gwaliyar, and marched forward, Bahadur Shah—who was 
possessed of great clemency and piety—being averse to shedding 
Muhammadan blood, wrote' 1 to his brother that in accordance with 
their father’s will 1 the Deccan up to Malwa and Gujarat had been 
given to A‘zam Shah and Upper India to himself. If out of kindness 
he would surrender Telingana which was an appendage of Bijapur, 
and Bijapur ro Kam Bakhsh—their younger brother who was as their 
son—he (Bahadur Shah) would make up the difference to A‘zam Shah 
from his own share and inheritance. If A'zam Shah was not prepared 
to accept these terms, it would be better that, instead of the lives 

1 Adapted from jChafi IChan, II, p. 573, but the date there is 27th Dhul 
Hijja. The year in the text is wrongly given as 1018 A. H. 

2 ffchafi Khan, II, p. 575. 

3 Op. tit., II, pp. 584-587, 

4 For Aurangzib’s will or wills see Fraser History of Nadir Shah, pp, 36, 37; 
Irvine Later Mughals, I, pp. 5, 6, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, 
V, pp. 262-267, 
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and properties of large numbers being sacrificed in a selfish war for 
gaining control of the country, A’zam Shah and he (Bahadur Shah) 
shouid decide the issue by a personal duel. 

Hemistich 

Whom does the Beloved desire, and who has his love! 

And in this he (A’zam Shah) would have the advantage, as he 
did not regard anyone as his equal in swordsmanship. 

Some reliable authorities state that Bahadur Shah was not aware 
of this will, but that in the end Aurangzlb sent him a farman on the 
envelope of which was written with the Emperor’s own hand “Hail to 
thee, the Sovereign of India”. In any case, when this message 
reached A’zam Shah, he wrote that he was not agreeable to the 
proposed division, but suggested another which was far from just and 
equitable. 


Verse 

Let the territory from the groundHoor to the roof be mine, 

From the roof to the Pleiades may be yours. 

Then he lost his temper and said to the ambassador: “Apparently 
the old dotard has not read even the Gulistan of Shaikh Sa’di (where 
it is stated) that there is not room for two kings in one clime! ” 

Verse 

When on the morrow the sun rises nigh! 

There will be. I, my mace, and the battlefield of Afrasiyab 1 . 

On the 18th Rabi ‘I (8th June, 1707 A.D.) a battle took place 
between the two forces at Jajau 2 , at a distance of 1 o kos from Agra. 
Khan Zaman came up with a well equipped force, and with the princes 

1 Khafi t^him If, p. 587. There is an extra conjunction—and—between 
battlefield and Afrasiyab In IJliafl Khan. 

2 Op. cit., pp 587-592. For a detailed account see Irvine,' Later Moghuls, 
I, pp, 22-35. 
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on the right and left. At the time when Bidar Bakht attacked Muha¬ 
mmad ‘Azim-ush-Shan on the three sides, a great fight ensued, and 
though a bullet struck him on the right side under the armpit—his 
ribs were not broken, but the muscles and skin were partially removed 
—he did not turn back from the battle, and attacked so vigorously 
that Muhammad A'zam and his two sons, Bidar Bakht and Wala 
Jah, were killed, Alas for Muhammad A‘zam! (Hat Muhammad 
A'zam ; 1119 A.H., 1707 A.D.) is the chronogram. In the 

confusion that followed, Khan Zaman took all possible care of the 
family and property of A'zam Shah, and about midnight presented 
himself before Bahadur Shah. He fainted as a result of his wound. 
On the 29th of the same month (19th June), he was rewarded with 
the high title of Khan Khanan Zafar Jang, and the rank of 7,000 
with 7,000 horse, and appointed to the noble office of the Vaztr. 
He was also granted a kror of rupees in cash, and a kror in goods out 
of the imperial exchequer—no officer since the time of Timur had 
received such a bounty. As he was still confined to bed on account 
of his wound the Emperor paid him a visit in the Dahrara Garden on 
10th Rabi' II (30th June), and with great kindness and earnestness 
ascribed the victory to the force of arms and sage counsel of that master 
of the sword and pen. Out of all his offerings, which were worth 
nearly ten lacs of rupees, only one lac worth were accepted 1 . On 
the 8th Jummada I (27th July) the duties of the Vaztr and governor¬ 
ship of the province of Agra were assigned to him. In the 3rd year 
he was permitted to have his musical band played in the Presence. 
In the qth year, when Emperor Bahadur Shah went to Shah Dhora 2 
(Sadhaura) for the purpose of extirpating the evil-minded Guru (Banda 
Bahadur the leader of the Sikhs), Khan Khanan was deputed against 
him under the leadership of Prince Muhammad Rafl'-ush-Shan. After 
several engagements that evil-doer retired to a place difficult of access 

1 Adapted from Khafi Khan, II, p. 398. 

a Shah Dhora of text is Sadhaura in Iylaa.fi Khan II, p, 660, It is Sadlla 
Ura of Imperial Gazetteer XXI, p. 347. It is in Karnal District in the Panjab, 
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known as Lohgarh 1 . The royal forces did not desist from his pur- 
suit, and besieged the fortress. The followers and companions of that 
accursed leader—who regarded sacrificing their lives as transmigration 
to an eternal life—came out with great zeal and enthusiasm and fall¬ 
ing on the royal batteries killed large number of the troops; and were 
then slain. After a while when their provisions were exhausted, one 
of the Khatris, Gulabu by name and a tobacconist by profession, 
offering himself as a sacrifice for their misguided leader, dressed him¬ 
self in splendid cloches and took his place. The Guru with a few 
followers attacked the royal entrenchments, and retired to the adjoin¬ 
ing territory of the Snow Raja (the Raja of Nahan). After the con¬ 
quest of the fort, the imperialists seeing Gulabu in all his glory, 
believed that he was the Guru, and seizing him took him to Khan 
Khanan. The latter with all speed conveyed the news to the Emperor, 
and was duly commended (for his services). An order was issued for 
preparing the orchestra and getting ready the public audience hall. 
It was ordered that an iron cage with bars should be made. Later, 
when as a result of a searching enquiry the veil was lifted, it became 
apparent that the hawk had flown and only the owl has been netted. 
Khan Khanan was greatly upset, and blaming his men ordered that 
they should all proceed on foot to the hills of the Snow Raja, and 
cither get hold of the Guru, or seize the Raja and bring him. He 
also wrote to the Raja that he should recognize the fact that his own 

i Khafl Khan, II, p.671. Sec also Irvine, Journ, As. Soc, Bengal, LX III, 
p. 134 (1894). According to him the exact situation of Lohgarh or Iron Fort 
cannot be determined but it was “about half-way between the towns of Nahan 
(in Sirmur) and Sadhaura (Sarkar Sirhind).” The kard in the text is a 
misprint for Guru. His name was Bandah. For a detailed account of the siege 
of Lohgarh and Baudah’s flight see Irvine’s detailed paper cited above, pp. 134- 
140. The name of the Guru’s follower who impersonated for him after his 
flight, is h lif in the text, but it should be Uf Gulabu, see Irvine, p. 
139, According to Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 edn.) he dial 
in 1123 A.H., 1711 A.D., but in Elliot’s History , VII, p. 556 the date is 1124 
A.H., 1712 A.D. 
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safety lay in the capture of that scoundrel, it is said that the messen¬ 
gers of Dhulfiqar Khan—who was the rival of Khan Khanan—in 
accordance with their master’s instructions spread the report from the 
hill-country to the Royal camp that the Guru had been captured. 
The messengers of Khan Khanan believed this report of their colleagues, 
and regularly passed it on to their master, who in turn reported it to 
the Emperor. Dhulfiqar Khan, however, remarked that probably this 
news also was not correct. Afterwards when it was found to be in¬ 
correct, and though the Raja was seized and put into the same cage, 
and sent to the Capital and imprisoned, Khan Khanan felt greatly 
humiliated and fell ill. His brain becoming deranged he went into 
retirement, and died about the same time. 

Khan Khanan was very modest and well-behaved in his dealings. 
He was without pride or arrogance. He always tried to observe the 
claims of past acquaintance and paid due regard to merit, so much so, 
that in view of past friendships he even treated petty officers with 
respect. Though he was not very lavish in regard to liberality, kind¬ 
ness, favours and the distribution of food, yet he was generally bene¬ 
volent in his dealings. He carried out the duties of the Vaztr with 
a good reputation, honesty and without greed and selfish motives. 
He had appointed Sazdivats to ensure that, during hours of office 1 , 
papers of applicants should not remain unsigned till the following day. 
To reform the evil practice 2 of the demand of food of cattle from the 
Mansabdars, he introduced a new system of collections. During 
Aurangzib’s time as soon as food of cattle became due from a Man- 
sabdar, the Superintendent of Elephant Stables, the Master of the 
Horse and other officials rigorously demanded from the Mansabdar’s 
agent the cost for the maintenance of the animals irrespective of 


1 According to Khan, Ii, p. 602, at the time of seating himself in 

the Divan ( khana). The entire account of his administration appears to be based 
on the same source. 

2 See Irvine, Army of flu; Indian Moghuls, pp, 20, 21 for a detailed dis¬ 
cussion of the Khurak-i-dawabb. 
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the meagre balances due 1 2 from the fief, or of the fact that owing to 
its being poor land its produce was very small, and that also after long 
intervals, and which would be worth barely half or one third of the 
cost of animals’ food; it would be hardly enough to reimburse him 
for the expenditure incurred in its cultivation, No remonstrance was 
of any use. The agents being helpless handed in their resignations. 
Khan Khanan laid down that at the time of making an assignment 
( tankhwah ), a deduction in dams should be assessed proportionate to 
the cost of the animals’ food, and this should be recorded in a supple¬ 
ment (to the grant). This regulation has been in force to date. 

Hemistich 

Good men depart, but their institutions remain. 

He had acquired perfection in various directions, and these indi¬ 
cated his ability and capacity for interpretation. He composed verses. 
He also was inclined towards Sufism. He wrote a treatise under the 
title of HhamdUi-Mtm'imi (The Inspirations of Mun'im). It was not 
a high class work. He rendered some quaint phrases into verses 
suited to the subject matter. Some captious critics charged him with 
heterodoxy, and others compared these to false pretensions of ascent 
(to heaven). Really the work is not open to these objections. In the 
inspiration'in which he describes his journey to Paradise, and from 
there to the foot of the ‘Arsh (the Throne) in the guise of a dream, 
there is no incompatibility. However, the word “Inspiration , if it 
implies saintliness, is a claim without any justification; further it is 
disparaging. With his endeavours after tranquility and reducing 
molestation (of the public), and out of vanity and ambition, and finally 
to immortalize his name 8 on the page of time he wanted that in every 
city and town he should have a mansion, an inn and a market place 
( Katra) of his own. He sent money to various places to buy land and 

1 Paibaql here probably means die reserved lands from which the Mansa- 
bdars got their grants, see Wilson's Glossary. 

2 Khafi lyian. It, p. 603. 
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materials. The foolish agents disregarding willingness and agreement 
acquired land and houses by oppression and force. As evil is the 
foundation of oppression, it is patent that buildings erected on such a 
foundation could not last for any length of time. Many of the in¬ 
complete buildings became ruins after the death of the owner. It is 
stated that Khan Khanan also bought many of the confiscated houses 
from the State. One day Mukhlis Khan Mughal Beg out of perver¬ 
sity and antagonism represented to the Emperor that India, by the 
grace of God, was an assemblage of seven climes. The custom of the 
Emperor of India selling land to his servants, if reported to the King 
of Iran or Turkey, would give rise to ridicule. The Emperor with all 
the reports about his indifference very judiciously replied as follows: 
“Mukhlis Khan, what harm do we do? Wc give him waste land. He 
spends large sums in improving and developing it. He has grown old, 
and will soon die. The lands will again be confiscated by the State.” 

His eldest son Na‘Im Khan, after Bahadur Shah adorned the aus¬ 
picious throne of the Indian Empire, was granted the rank of 5,000 
with 5,000 horse, and the title of Mahabat Khan. He was also popu¬ 
larly called Mukarram Khan Khan Zairian Bahadur, and was appointed 
as the 3rd Bakhsb'i 1 . When Jahandar Shah ascended the throne, 
Dhulfiqar Khan on account of his old enmity made him the object of 
the Emperor’s anger, 2 and he was put in chains, and a collar was plac¬ 
ed round his neck. Later, in the reign of Muhammad Farrukh Siyar, 
Husain ‘All Khan Amlr-ul-Umara, in view of old acquaintance and 
friendship, redressed his grievances, and took him with him to the Dec- 
can. At last he joined ‘lmad-ul-Mulk Mubariz Khan, and was present 
in the battle 3 which took place in 1136 A.H. (1724 A.D.) with the 
Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah. The second son Khanazad Khan had in the 
beginning of Bahadur Shah’s reign the rank of 4,000 with 3,000 horse. 

1 Elliot’s History, VII, p. 4 ^ 5 - 

2 Khafi Khan, II, pp. 598, 599. His imprisonment after Jahandar Shah 
ascended the throne is recorded on p. 688. See also Irvine, hater Moghuls, I, pp. 
187, 221. His release after Farrukh Siyar ascended the throne is noted on p. 247. 

3 Battle of Shakar Khera or Shakarkhelda, 1 ith October, 1724. 
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MUQARRAB KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 796-801). 

He was the son of Amir Khan Bahadur 1 whose biography has been 
included in this work separately. When through shortsightedness his 
father, in spice of the kindness shown to him by Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf 
Jah, forgetting his obligations went and joined Mubariz Khan at 
Haidarabad, Muqarrab Khan with a force took service under Asaf Jah. 
He took part in the battle against Mubariz Khan, and during the 
fighting it so happened that his father from the side of the enemy 
encountered him. Following the Deccan system, Muqnrrab Khan and 
his force dismounted, and there was severe fighting with swords. 
Muqnrrab Khan killed with lus own sword a number of the enemy 
and cut off his father’s head who had been wounded 2 3 . After the 
victory, Muqarrab Khan was rewarded with the rank of 4,000. He 
thereafter managed the affairs of his fief properly and encouraged 
cultivation. 

It is stated that he selected a fertile tract of land in the villages of 
Balkanda (Balconda) and called it after his name. This is generally 
known as Sir'' land. Its cultivation was carried out by his agents, 
and he farmed it himself, so much so that he controlled the sale of 
milk and seeds. As a result he made much profit out of it. He 
constructed the enclosure of the fort of Bfdkanda. Most of his troops 
were Bdrgirs i (hired troopers). The old Deccan custom, especially 
in this family, was that the troopers were paid two or three rupees 
a day or even more. The said Khan was not a voluptuary or a man 
of pleasure, but he was fond of music. Celebrated singers and 

1 Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, I. pp. 352-357. Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 
236-240. 

2 Battle of Sliaknr Khera or Shakarkhelda, mil October, 1724. According 
to f^hafi fsMn, II. pp. 957, 958 . the report that Muqarrab fshan killed his father 
is incot rcct. 

3 I lome farm from Sir, a plough. See Wilson’s Glossary. 

4. Hired troopers or those who did not own tluir horses, vide Irvine, Army 
of Indian Moghuls, pp. 37. 47 - 
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musicians of the Deccan gathered round him. He kept up the style 
of a holder of the rank of 7,000 though he had only one pargana and 
two or three Mabdls in Ilkandaf. For three or four years he had 
developed a carbuncle on the back, and this resulted in chronic sores. 
Several times the excrescences were removed by surgeons, but no 
sooner were the wounds healed, than the sores developed again. At 
last, as the wolf of death was lying in wait, he died on 22nd Rabi‘ 1 , 
1138 A.H. (13th April, 1745 A.D.). At first he was reported to 
be impotent, but later he married and sought out wives. He had 
sons, but all died while they were still young. 

His real brother was Nabi Munawwnr Khan. On account of a 
disagreement and personal differences he subsisted separately on a 
small fief. When he heard of the death of his brother, he went off 
with his mother, who was living with him, and took possession of 
the property of the deceased. Assuming the position of his brothers’ 
successor he began to act as the ruler of the place. As he knew that 
while his brother’s sons were alive, and the property would not be 
transferred to him, he began to stay away from the Darbdr, and 
finally out of greed became presumptuous. Having placed the children 
and other relations of his brother under survcilance, he set about 
strengthening the fortifications, and collecting provisions etc. Osten¬ 
sibly the elimination of the true heirs, but in reality his great wealth— 
which was the subject of common report—provided the pretext for 
Asaf jah for dispossessing him. On 13th Rabi* I, 1159 A.I1. (25th 
March, 1746 A.D.) he, therefore, encamped in his territory. The 
officers set about constructing batteries. That headstrong person in 
his presumptuousness had more than 2,000 horse and three or four 
thousand infantry men entrenched outside the town ready for fight¬ 
ing. Hvery time he engaged the victorious troops (of the Nizam) 
his leading men were killed, and he had to make a shameful retreat. 
But as he had extensive equipment and stores of all kinds, and besieg¬ 
ing the city on all sides was not possible owing to the vast area of the 
surrounding wall, he did not give way to fear, and was glad that the 
rainy season was at hand, when owing to the country being flooded it 
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Divan of Balaghat 1 he accompanied the Prince. And as he rendered 
valuable services, his loyalty and ability became apparent, and, at 
the recommendation of che Prince, in the 27th year he was granted 
an increase of 500 in his rank and the title of Khan. In the 29th 
year, he received a further increase of 500, and was appointed Divan 
of Payanghat in succession to Multafat Khan. 

When the fortunate and victorious Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb 
determined on proceeding to the Capital with a view to curbing the 
high-handedness of Dara Shikoh—who, on account of the great favours 
shown to him by Emperor Shah Jahan, did not consider any of his 
brothers as his equal, and beating the drums of his conceit and selfi¬ 
shness left nothing of the administration except for the name of 
sovereignty to Shah Jahan—he started making preparations with this 
end in view. In a short time he collected a large force and well 
equipped artillery. Of the royal scrvancs, who were in that province, 
those, whom Face favoured, allied themselves with him and agreed to 
serve him. Murshid Quli Khan, whose determination and bravery 
were apparent through his expressions of good-will received 
preference over all faithful and devoted servants, was appointed the 
chief Divan 2 of the State in succession to Mir Diya’-ud-Dln Husain 
Islam Khan, who in company with Prince Muhammad Sultan had left 
Aurangabad with the advance forces for Burhanpur. His rank was 
also increased to 3,000. On 10th Rajab 1068 A.H. (3rd April, 
1698 A.D.) the Prince crossed the Narbada at Akbarpur, and on the 
22nd of the same month (15th April, 1658 A.D.) a battle—which was 
the first battle of the victorious Prince — took place with Maharaja Jas- 
want (Singh), who through his ignorance and presumption, was barring 
the progress of the Prince by caking up a position in the neighbourhood 
of Ujjain. Several famous Rajputs such as Mukand Singh Hara, 
Ratan Rathor, Diyiil Das {hilla, and Arjun (Singh) Gaur—who were 
the leading men of that brave tribe—attacked regardless of the danger 

1 l Amal-SMih, III, p. 151. 

2 ‘Alamgirrtama, p. 44. The increase of his rank to 3,000 with 1,500 
horse and not 3,000 only as in the text is recorded on p. 54. 

39 
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to their lives. At first they attacked the artillery of the Prince whose 
command at this time had been assigned to Murshid Qull Khan, a 
devoted officer, and a master of the sword and pen. The said Khan 
with Dhulfiqar Khan, the commander of the vanguard, in spite of the 
small force under them and the large attacking force of the enemy, 
firmly defended the positions, and after a very hard struggle, which 
culminated in great deeds of gallantry and self-sacrifice, they bravely 
laid down their lives 1 , and by the display of their loyalty won eternal 
glory. 

Though Murshid Qull Khan was a brave man and an expert 
warrior, he also had a clerical understanding. Trustworthiness and 
fear of the Almighty were characteristic of him. While he was the 
Divan a of the Deccan, he did his utmost for the conciliation and 
betterment of the peasantry, and exerted himself for increasing culti¬ 
vation in the area. He settled the land with skill and care, and 
arranged to take one fourth of the produce as its revenue. He also 
prepared a code of regulations. It is stated that out of caution, and 
lest fear or favour should influence, he often took the measuring chain 
( Jarlb ) in his own hand and measured out the land. His good nature 
gained him eternal life, that is, his name on account of this code 
would long be remembered. 

It should be borne in mind that in the spacious, fertile and opulent 
countries of the Deccan revenue was not assessed on the bighd basis, by 
measurements ot on the different classes of land and their produce, or 
even upon mutual arrangements. Cultivation was assessed on the 
basis of a plough and a yoke of bullocks. A small portion of whatever 
crop was produced—and this varied in different centres and parganas — 

1 Taken from 'Alamgirnama, pp. 66, 67. 

2 This account of the settlement of the Deccan is taken almost verbatim 
from Khafi f^han, 1 , pp. 73 2 ' 735 ’ note 123. Apparently the author of the 
Maathir had a Ms. of ^hafi Khin with the alternate reading as given in the 
footnote. See also Moreland’s account in Cambridge History of India , IV, p. 
468, for a good summary of the reforms introduced by Murshid Qtili Khan, 
apparently based on ^hafi Khan. 
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was handed over to the ruler (the Hakim ) as the revenue. No enqui¬ 
ries were made in regard to increases or decreases. Later, when the 
country tor some time was trodden by the armies of the Emperors of 
India, the peasantry on hearing the name of the Mughals and the new 
arrangements feared and trembled, and left their homes. Further, a 
great decrease in rainfall was followed by famine for several years. So 
great was the desolation that in spite of Emperor Shah Jahan, in the 
qth year of his reign, reducing the revenues of Khandesh by 30 to 40 
krors of dams, the country did not recover its normal condition till 
Murshid Quli Khan was appointed. He on his own initiative carefully 
and energetically introduced the revenue system of Raja Tsdar Mai, 
which, since the time of Emperor Akbar had prevailed in Upper India. 
In the first place lie did everything possible to bring back the runaway 
peasantry, and appointed intelligent officials (Imiiu)' and honest 
collectors to measure the lands, known as the Raqba. They were 
instructed to differentiate between land fit for cultivation, and hilly 
areas and riparian tracts which could not be ploughed. Wherever 
there was no headman in a village, and his heirs had disappeared as a 
result of the conditions that had prevailed, a new headman well 
qualified to look after the cultivators and protect the peasantry, was 
appointed. For the purchase of cattle and other requisites of culti¬ 
vation advances—known as Taqdvi —were made, and collectors were 
instructed to recover these advances at harvest time 2 . Three regula¬ 
tions were instituted in regard to cultivation. Firstly, as was custo¬ 
mary in former times, agreements were to be executed. Secondly, 
the crop was to be divided — this was known as Bata t , 3 and this was 
to be carried out in three ways:—(1) crops raised by rainfall were to 
be divided half and half (viz., half to the cultivator and half to the 

1 bee Sir Jadimalh Sarkar, Mughal Administration, p. 87, and P. Saran, 
The Provincial Government of the Mughals (1941), pp. 292, 293, note 1. 

2 Khali Khan has “by instalments”. 

3 , j} V in 'be text is apparently a misprint for ^ In Uatai or division. 

It is the same as ale ghalla bakbshi . see P. Saran, The Provincial Govern¬ 

ment of the Mughals (1941), pp. 300, 301. 
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State); (ii) of crops irrigated by well-water; if it was some kind of 
corn two-thirds to the cultivator and one-third to the State, if the crop 
consisted of grapes, sugar-cane, cummin or ispaghtil 1 (isahghul in text) 
etc. the shares were to be assessed according to the expenses incurred 
in irrigation and the time required for ripening—the State share 
varied from one-ninth to one-fourth, and the balance was to be retained 
by the cultivators; and (iii) in areas cultivated by underground 
channels (kdrez), or by canals from rivers—and which are known as 
Pat 2 , the division varied more or less against the rates of the well 
irrigated lands. The third regulation was in respect of measurements 
or Raqba 3 . Every kind of crop was inspected in view of the previous¬ 
ly executed agreements and enquiries were made as to the rates and 
cultivation from sowing to harvest and it was thus possible to decide 
after measurement as to what share should be taken. These regula¬ 
tions were introduced in the three or four provinces of the Deccan— 
which was the extent of the territory under the imperial rule at the 
time- and they were known as the Dbdra' of Murshid Qull Kh an. 

His son ‘All Beg received, in the qth year of Aurangzlb’s reign, 
the title of Ihtimam Khan, and his other son Fadl ‘All Beg was appoin¬ 
ted, in the 32nd year, the reporter ( Waqdi ‘ Nigar) of the chief Divan. 
At the time of granting the title and KhanI, the Emperor enquired 
whether they would like the title of Khan or their father’s title. He 
for certain reasons chose the title of Murshid Qull Khan. Aurangzlb 
said 4 , “I and my mother were the gifts ( Qurbdn ) of ‘All—May the 

1 Plantago ovata Forsk. ( Plantago ispagbul Roxb.), see Burkill Dictionary of 
Economic Products of the Alalay Ptninsula, II, p. 1767. The seeds are used in 
medicine. 

z Pst according to Wilson’s Glossary is "a small raised water-course for 
irrigating fields and gardens.” 

3 Raba of the Text should be Raqba i.c., area, as it is in the 

previous page of the Text. 

4 Taken from Maathir-i-‘Alamgiri, p. 313, but it appears to be an incorrect 
quotation. According to the work cited Fadl 'All did not like his father’s title 
and preferred to be called Fadl ‘All K.han. Upon this the Emperor remarked 
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Mercy of God be upon him—tci! the ignorant fellow that he should 
not become Quli in place of ‘All. Fadl ‘All Khan is better.” 
Latet he was appointed Divan of Prince Muhammad Mu'izz-ud-DTn 
who was released from confinement. In the 42nd year, he was 
appointed Divan of the province of Multan. We have heard it 
stared by one of his companions, who was not unworthy of belief, 
that when he started from the Deccan for Multan, he and his com¬ 
panions were full of high hopes. When, however, he reached 
Lahore, he halted there for a time to recover from the fatigue of the 
journey. Every morning he would go to a garden for a walk, and 
every evening a fresh assembly would be arranged. Suddenly a stone 
of calamity was flung from the sling of Heavens, and it fell upon the 
glass of his expectations. An order came to the Governor of the 
province to put a collar and chains on Fadl ‘All and send him to the 
Court. The governor was obliged to carry out the order. On this 
occurrence being communicaced to the Court, it was discovered that 
the supposed royal-patent was a forgery, and that the poor man had 
without any justification been subjected to severities and imprisonment. 
Immediately mace-bearers were deputed to release him wherever they 
should meet hint, and to restore to him his goods and property which 
had been confiscated at Lahore. 


MURSHID QULI KHAN TURKMAN known as 
MURAWWAT KHAN 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 421-428). 

During the reign of Jahangir he came from Iran, and on being 
taken in royal service was granted the rank of 700 with 200 horse. 
In the 3rd year of Shall Jahan’s reign, he was promoted to the rank 
of 1,000 and appointed Master of the Horse 1 . As his skill and 

“I, and iny mother and father were the gift of ‘Air. Tell this ignorant fellow to 
leave aside ‘All and take the name of Quli; Fadl Quli Khan is best.’’ 

1 In the 6th vear he was removed from the office of Master of the Horse, 
see Badsbabnama , 1, pt. ii, p. 67. 
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devotion became conspicuous, and as in the office of the Mir 
Tuzuk (Master of Ceremonies) consideration for rank and office were 
essential requisites, and the Mir Tuzuk Khalil Ullah Khan, on 
account of his uncouth manners, could not carry out the duties to 
the royal satisfaction, this office also was entrusted in the 6th year to 
Murawwac Khan in addition to his former duties, and he was granted 
an increase of 500 in his rank. He also received the title of his uncle 
Murshid Qull, who was the Lala (guardian) of Shah 'Abbas I. When 
the royal standards started from Agra towards Daulatabad, as is 
expressed in the chronogram: 

Ba pddshdh Jabdh in safar mubdrak bad, 

(May this journey be blessed to the World’s Emperor; 1045 
A. H., 1635 A. D.) ; at the stage of Riipbas, the Faujdari of 
Mathura and Mahaban 1 2 3 and the chastisement of the turbulent 
men in that unsettled area was assigned to the said Khan. As a 
large force was essential for keeping that country in order, he 
received an increase of 500 foot and 300 horse; his rank became 
2,000 with 2,000 horse; and he was granted a standard. Later, 
as his policy of government proved successful for that unsettled 
area, and the turbulent inhabitants were curbed by his powerful 
hands, he was rewarded with royal favours, and received an increase 
of 500 with 500 horse a and the gift of kettle drums. In the 1 ith 
year, 1047 A.H. (1 637-38 A.D.) at the time of storming BarekI J — 
one of the villages of the sedition-mongers, who had all assembled 
there under the protection of a wall, and were plotting to create dis¬ 
turbances— he was killed by a gun shot. During the time he was the 
Faujddr of Mathura, he bound and imprisoned many (men) and collect¬ 
ed a large number of beautiful maidens, each more handsome and 

1 Badsbahnama, 1 , pt. ii, p. 105, 

2 Op. cit., p. 142. 

3 Badshdbmma, II, p. 7. In the text the name of the place is printed as 
Bureli, but it is Barek.1 in Badsh 3 nima and in fvhafi I£han, I, p. 552, an d this 
has been adopted in the translation. 
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graceful than the other. It is stated that at Gawardhannagar (Gokul) 
—which is situated opposite to Mathura on the other bank of the 
Jumna, and which is regarded as the place of birth and residence of 
Krishna, a vast crowd of men and women assembles on the night of 
8th Sawan—which on account of his birth they call the Janam Asbta- 
mt. It happened that the Khan, following their custom, placed a 
Qushqa (caste-mark) on his forehead, and wearing Dhott mixed in the 
crowd enjoying the sight of the beautiful women. He saw a woman, 
who in beauty was the envy of the moon, and like a wolf pouncing 
upon a flock carried her away. As his men had kept his boat in 
readiness he hurried away by it to Agra. The Hindus never disclosed 
as to whose daughter she was. 

As the story of Murshid Quli Khan Shamlu Lala’ Istalju is not 
without interesting incidents, a short account of it is included here. 
He was the governor of Khwaf and Bakhurz. ‘All Quli Khan Sham¬ 
lu, the Governor of Herat and Amlr-ul-Umara of Khurasan was entrus¬ 
ted with the guardianship of ‘Abbas Mlrza, who since the days of his 
grandfather Shah Tahmasp Safavl was the governor of Khurasan. 
Sultan Muhammad Khudabanda, father of the said Prince, became 
the ruler of Iran, but, on account of lack of eyesight, he could not 
manage the Iranians, and the country became the abode of calamity 
and strife. In the year 989 A.H. "(1581 A.D.) he, by a judicious 
realization of the situation, gained the assent of the officers of Khurasan 
and raising ‘Abbas Mlrza to the throne, gave him the title of Shah 
‘Abbas, Murshid Quli Khan before everyone else expressed his agree¬ 
ment to this arrangement, and took oaths of fealty. But Murtada 
Quli Khan Durnak, the Governor of the holy Mashhad, who regarded 
himself an equal of ‘All Quli Khan, and as prince of princes Beglar 
Begl) of half of Khurasan did not agree and strove to cause dissension. 
Sultan Muhammad Khudabanda proceeded with a large force to Khura¬ 
san, and ‘All Quli Khan, not feeling himself equal to the contest, took 
refuge in the fort of Herat. Murshid Quli Khan, also found refuge 
in the Turbat. After some strife and contention a peace was arranged. 
Sultan Muhammad, on condition of his offering obedience, confirmed 
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the territory of Herat for the Prince and Murshid Qull, as it was prior 
to the event, and returned. Out of regard for the said Khan he 
removed Murtada Qull Khan from the holy Mashhad, and to conci¬ 
liate Murshid Qull Khan and the lstalju tribe he appointed Sulaiman 
Khan, who was a son of thetr patron saint as the governor of 
that place. Before he had established himself there, Murshid Qull 
Khan on a pretence of a pilgrimage to the shrine of the Imam of 
genii and men ( Imam-i-Radt) came to the city. He opened the gates 
of deception and trickery, and professed friendship and loyalty 
to Sulaiman Khan. When he had gradually collected a force, he 
sene a message to Sulaiman Khan to the effect that as the latter 
did not have a force strong enough to keep the contumacious 
persons of the place in order, he should leave this affair to him, 
and should himself proceed to Khwiif and Bakhurz to live there 
camfortably. Willy-nilly Sulaiman Khan agreed, and left the place. 
On the way he cast away his goods and property and proceeded 
to ‘Iraq. Murshid Quit Khan became firmly established in holy 
Mashhad, and by persuasion and reconciliation he subdued most of the 
sedition-mongers of Khurasan, i le so effected their conciliation that 
his rule became supreme in Khurasan, and his power and influence 
increased materially. Afterwards professing regard and loyalty for 
‘All Qull Khan (?Murshid Qull Khan) he sent his brother Ibrahim 
Khan to him, to prevail on him to come with the Shah to holy Mash¬ 
had, so that lie might be able to give a proof of his loyalty and 
devotion. 

As worldly matters are often of such a nature that what begins 
in friendship ends in enmity and opposition, the elderly persons 
of the Shamlus, regarding his power with derision, calumniated him. 
Enmity broke out between the two leaders, and gradually matters 
came to such a pass, that ‘All Qull taking that Shah with him 
led an army against Mashhad. Murshid Qull Khan who had no 
general, tried to bring about a peace by all possible means. In the 
direction of Sutaid Tarshez the two armies came face to face. ‘All 
Qull Khan, not agreeing to peace on any terms, and casting aside the 
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urn s o£ caution and alterness from his hands, himself became the 
messenger of war. He attacked a force of Murshid Qull Khan, and 
dispersing it started in pursuit. Murshid Qull Khan, with a few 
men, was waiting on one side. He saw the royal standard, and 
i .iking advantage of his good fortune, captured the fortunate King, 
i hen he attacked the enemy with the same small force, and signally 

■ ieleated them. Later when ‘All Qull Khan returned from his persuit 
'!f 1 could discover no signs of his centre or the royal Umbrella. He 
i is utterly bewildered, and in utter disappointment went off to Herat. 
Murshid Quit Khan rejoiced over his unexpected victory. He wrote 
n affectionate letter, couched in servile terms and with friendly 

j roaches, to ‘All Qull Khan, and ascribed what had happened to 
u decrees of Fate. 

in fine, Murshid Qull Khan organized the affairs of the Kingdom 
Shah ‘Abbas, and established himself as his Vakil and guardian, 
i tie land of Iran had been shrouded by a mist of tumult and cala¬ 
mi v, Murshid Qull Khan heard that Qazvln (Kazvin)—which was 
seat of the Safavl princes—was unprotected, and so taking the 
i' mi ice with him and with all speed proceeded by the route of Dam- 
I: m to Qazwtn. Persian grey beards, hearing of the King’s arrival, 
on horn all sides, and when this news reached the camp of Sultan 
\ihammad Khudabanda, everyone from the soldiers, the middle-class 
i id the nobles — all of whom had their men and families in 
‘ i ’win—deserted him without his leave. 

As rate had so decreed, all the officials, who were the mainstay of 
M ite, also gave up the reins of expediency from their hands; and 
a to Qazwln. They became assured of their positions by taking 
ai d promises from Murshid Qull Khan. And when they 
,i the city, Sultan Muhammad Khudabanda—who had become 
i ted with the whimsical ways and ups and downs of the incons- 

■ o., world, and was looking round for a corner of rest and retirement 

in interview with his son, Shah ‘Abbas, expressing his happiness 
uisfaction abdicated, and adorned his son’s head with the 
a .town. Next day Murshid Qull Khan decorated the hall of 
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Forty Pillars, and placed the Shah on the throne. He called to account 
the officers for the number of Sultan Hamza Mlrza, and having 
beheaded a number of the leaders, who were the pillars of the State, 
condoned the offences of other officers and dignitaries. It generally 
happens that whenever a great and brave man exerts himself to raise 
a king to the throne, and by good fortune and hard work succeeds in 
doing so, he does not afterwards repose on the bed of prosperity, but 
has to quaff a bitter draught from the cup-bearer of time, and all his 
help and friendship is recompensed with dislike and enmity; in place 
of favours there is rebellion, and finally they destroy him. Probably 
the reason for this is that the powerful and far-seeing kings on becom¬ 
ing cognisant of their genius and influence in the important affairs of 
the State, regard the continued presence of such persons as inimical to 
their welfare, and so exert themselves to destroy them. It is also 
well known that most great men who exert themselves for service and 
putting the affairs into order, as a result of their pre-eminence 
develop haughtiness and pride, and cannot brook any opposition to 
their management. When the power and predominance of Murshid 
Qull Khan rose to a great height, and he had supreme control of every 
affair of the State, flames of hate and envy burst up in the breasts 
of his colleagues and competitors. The Shah, who had been brought 
up among the Shamlus, did not like the guardianship of Murshid 
Qull Khan and the interference of the Istaljus; the behaviour of 
Murshid Quit Khan was also not agreeable to him. In the 2nd year 
of his reign, in the year 997 A.H. (1589 A.D.), while they were 
proceeding towards Khurasan, he gave a hint to a body of men, and 
they suddenly entered the guard house (Kushk khana) and killed 
Murshid Qull Khan while he was asleep 1 . 


1 The account of Murshid Quli the unde, which forms the major part of 
the above notice, appears to be raised on Tarikb ‘Alam Ara-i 'Abb 3 st by Iskandar 
Munshi. 
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MURTADA KHAN (SAIYID) MUBARAK KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 644-646). 

He was one of the Bokhara Saiyids. He grew up in the time of 
Aurangzlb, and was for a time the Governor of the fort of Ram KEsar, 
and for some time that of Asir. He was also for a time Fanjddr of 
Sultanpur, Nandurbar. Later in succession to Muhamid Khan, Daula- 
tabad was also added to his charge. In the 29th year he was granted 
the title of Murtada Khan 1 , and the rank of 3,000. It is stated that he 
was closely connected with Khan Jahan Bahadur. When the Emperor 
proposed to grant the tide of Khan to his sons Saiyid Mahmud 
and Saiyid Jah.ingir, Khan Jahan represented: Saiyid Mahmud 
says that no one in their family had received the titles of Mahmud 
Khan or Firuz Khan. The Emperor asked him to suggest some 
suitable titles. He proposed that Saiyid Mahmud might be called 
Mubarak Khan, and Saiyid Jahangir Mujtaba Khan. The Emperor 
commented that Mubarak Khan was the title of the father. Khan 
Jahan enquired wheather the title of Murtada Khan was reserved for 
some other person. If not, there was no one better fitted for it than 
the said Khan. The Emperor approved of the proposal. Murtada 
Khan died in the 45th year, 1112 A.H, (1700-01 A.D.). Qil'adar 
Bihist (The Commandanc of the Heavens) gives the date, if the ha in 
Qil'a is omitted. After his death, his eldest son, Saiyid Mahmud 
Mubarak Khan was appointed Governor of Mahakot in the fortress of 
Daulatabad, and in Muhammad Shah’s reign had the rank of 3,000. 
After him his son Saiyid Murad ‘All Mubarak Khan, who had the 
rank of 2,500, and on his death, his son Saiyid ShEr ‘All Mubarak 
Khan were respectively the Commandants of the fort. The second son 
Saiyid Jahangir Mujtaba Kh an was appointed to the charge of ‘Ambar- 
kot. Later, his son Saiyid ‘All Rada, his son, had his father’s title, 
and during the reign of Muhammad Shah held the rank of 3,000, the 
title of his grandfather, and the charge of the same province. After 


1 MaSthir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 273. 
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Murtada Khan Saiyid Nizam 

his death Saiyid ‘All Akbar had the title of Mujtaba Khan in succes¬ 
sion to his father and grandfather. Afterwards the fort fell into the 
hands of Salabat Jang. Up to that time the commandants of the forts 
of the area had never submitted to the viceroys of the Deccan such as 
Husain ‘All Khan Amlr-ul-Umara, Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah and his 
sons. When the viceroys in question carried out measurements of the 
fiefs connected with the fort and confiscated them, Emperor Muha¬ 
mmad Shah fixed a grant in cash of two lacs of rupees per annum from 
the State exchequer for the Ta'aluqdars of the fort. Once Asaf Jah 
for some reason became angry with the Commandant of the fort, and 
deputed an army to besiege him. On hearing of it Emperor Muham¬ 
mad Shah sent him a royal patent to the effect; “We have only one 
fort pertaining to our dominions in the whole of the Deccan. You 
should not try to take it.” Asaf Jah, in deference to the Emperor’s 
orders, made peace, and withdrew his forces. 

MURTADA KHAN SAIYID NIZAM 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 479-481). 

He 1 was the second son of Miran Sadr Jahan PlhanT. He was born 
of a Brahman mother who was greatly loved by the Miran. On her 
account he was very fond of this son, and took great pains for his 
education. During his lifetime he brought him to the notice of the 
Emperor, and had a high rank bestowed on him. After Mlran’s 
death. Emperor Jahangir promoted him to the rank of 2,500 with 
2,000 horse 2 . In the 1st year, after the accession of Shah Jahan, he 
received an increase of 5 00, and his rank became 3,000 with 2,000 
horse 3 , and he was granted the gift of a drum. After the death of 

1 His name was Saiyid Nizam I£han, sec BadshabtiZma , I, pi. i, p. 183, and 
Blochmann, A'in , I (2nd edn.), p. 522. A summary of his career is given in the 
same work on pp. 5 22 > 523. hot his father Sadr Jahan sec p. 522 of the same 
work, also Muntakbab-ut-TawZrikh, III, Haig’s translation, pp. 198-200. Pihani 
is a village near Qanauj in the United Provinces. 

2 Badshdhnama, I, pt. i, p, 183. 


3 Of. cit., p. 229. 
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Murtada Khan Mir Hisam-ud-DTn Inju, the Saiyid received the title 
of Murtada Khan. When Mahabat Khan Khan Khanan was deputed 
to the Deccan as the Viceroy, the said Khan was also appointed an 
auxiliary, and permitted to leave for the Deccan. When, in the 6th 
year corresponding to 1042 A.H. (1632-33 A.D.), the great fort of 
Daulatahad was conquered through the brave efforts of Mahabat Khan, 
Commander-in-chief, he desired to leave one of the leaders of the army 
with a trustworthy force in charge of the fort and himself to return 
to Burhanpur. On account of the great hardships they had to endure 
for a long time during the course of the siege of the fort, and never 
having had any rest from the day and night harassment by the 
Rijapur and Nizam Shah! forces, and also because of the scarcity of 
provisions, no one to whom he offered the charge agreed to accept it. 
As Murtada Khan was a man of means and had a following, Mahabat 
Khan urged him to accept a charge. The Saiyid raised so many 
objections and urged them so strongly, that Mahabat Khan made him 
hand over a written letter of resignation. 

When Khan Dauran, out of loyalty and steadfast courage accepted 
the task, Khan Khanan diplomatically left Saiyid Murtada Khan 1 
and a number of others with him in the fort, and retired. Soon 
afterwards a letter patent was received by Khan Dauran stating that 
as he had endured more hardships and troubles than anyone else, he 
should make over the fort to Murtada Khan, and proceed to Malwa, 
which was his government, and rest there for a while. The said 
Khan left the Saiyid in the fort, and handed over to him the money 
of the State treasury, which he had in his charge, for the expenses 
of the fort, and departed for his destination*. Later Murtada 
Khan was promoted to the charge of Dalmau , and was appointed 
to punish the malcontents there who had become very troublesome. 
As his home was in the neighbourhood of Dalmau’, he collected a 

1 The account of the hesitation of the officers to accept command of the 
Daulatabad fort is taken from Bddshdhndma, I, pt. i, p. 53 2 - 

2 . Of. cit., p. 534. 
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large force, and exerted himself vigorously in searchig for and reducing 
the bands of malcontents. He. was repeatedly victorious, and his 
administration proved successful. For a long time he was in Baiswara 
and Lucknow, and was engaged in putting these places into order. 
At last, as owing to old age and infirmity he did not have the necess¬ 
ary strength to tour about, he could not look after his duties. In 
the 24th year he was removed from office, and was granted a yearly 
pension of 20 lac dams out of the revenues of the PihanI pargana, 
which was his native place, and the annual revenue of which was one 
kror dams. As his sons had died, each of his grandchildren, ‘Abdul 
Muqtadlr and ‘Abdullah received increases of rank, and his other 
grandchildren also received suitable allowances. As a result 80 lac 
dams out of the annual revenue of the pargana were received by them. 
For a long time the Saiyid was on the list of pensioners till he died at 
his appointed time. In Shah Jahan’s reign ‘Abdul MuqtadTr had the 
rank of 1,000 with 600 horse, and later was appointed Faujdar of 
Khairabad. 


(MIR) MURTADA KHAN SABAZWARI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 290-292). 

He was a Saiyid of the Deccan, 3nd one of the Amirs of that 
area. At first lie was in the service of ‘Add Shah, the ruler of 
Bijapur. At the invitation of Murtada Nizam Shah he went to 
Ahmadnagar, and was appointed head of the Bcrar army. When 
Shah Qull Salabat Khan, the Circassian, became the Prime Minister 
of Nizam Shah, Saiyid Murtada was appointed Anilr-ul-Umara, and 
was deputed to devastate the country of ‘Add Shah. He greatly 
distinguished himself by his bravery and valour in that campaign. 
Later, when Nizam Shah became melancholy-mad and retired, and 
communication with him became restricted to letters only, Salabat 
Khan obtained complete control of all affairs. Clouds of hostility 
rose up between Salabat Khan and the Mir, and the former set about 
putting down the fief-holders of Berar. The Mir in collusion with 




Khudawand Khan Habshi, Jamshed Khan ShlriizI and other fief- 
holders of Berar, raised a large army in the year 992 A.H. (1584 
A.D.), and hastening to the vicinity of Ahmadnagar encamped there. 
Salabat Khan represented the matters in a different way to Murtada 
Nizam Shah, and in attendance on Prince MTran Husain prepared for 
battle. The Berar army was defeated. The Mir not only lost a 
great deal of property, but was also forced to leave the country. He 
went with his companions to Emperor Akbar, and received from him 
the rank of 1,000 and a fertile jdgtr 1 . He rendered valuable services 
in the Deccan campaign in attendance on Prince Sultan Murad. 
When the Prince after making peace returned from Ahmadnagar, 
he held a council for deliberations. Many of the great officers did 
not agree to take up the government of the conquered territories. 
Muhammad Sadiq, however, offered to accept the duties of safeguar¬ 
ding the border areas, and took up his quarters at Mahkar 2 , and Mir 
Murtada was appointed in charge of the cultivated country, and he 
fixed his headquarters at Ellichpur on account of the vicinity of Gawil 
fort, as there was no better fort in Berar, and this had always been 
the residence of the rulers of the country. It was some two kos from 
Ellichpur. Though a large part of the country had been conquered 
by the imperialists this fort had not so far fallen into their hands. 
By his skill he took possession of it, and by his careful management 
was able to ward off the chance of any further worry for the time 


being. 


WajTh-ud-Din and Biswas Ra’i the defenders of the fort, 


owing to the scarcity of provisions, delivered the keys of the fort in 
the 43rd year, 1007 A.H. (1598-99 A.D.). They received ranks 


1 See Akbarnama, III, Text, p. 456, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 456. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, p. 702, translation p. 1050. In that work, however, it is 
not definitely stated that the Prince arranged the Council. Mahkar, with the 
incorrect variant Bhakkar in Akbarnama, is in Mahkar Sarkar, Berar, vide 
Jarrett’s translation of A'in, 11 , p. 237. Gawil Sarkar is also in Berar, op. cit., 
p. 233, also sec Imperial Gazetteer, VII, p. 367; it is now included in Atnraotl 
district, Berar, and is called Gawilgarh. In Akbarnama the change of headquar¬ 
ters from Gawil to Hlhchpur is not mentioned. 
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and jaglrs and were taken into the royal service 1 . Later, the Mir 
performed good service in attendance on Prince Sultan Daniyal in 
the taking of the fort of Ahmadnagar. After that fort had been taken, 
he waited on Emperor Akbar at Burhanpur, and for his loya' services 
was rewarded with an increase in his rank, and the gift of a standard, 
a drum, and a fertile jagir 2 . 

MURTADA KHAN (SAIYID) SHAH MUHAMMAD 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 597, 598). 

He was a Bokhara Saiyid. He had a high post in the special 
guards ( Chunk! Khas} of Prince Aurangzlb Bahadur. When the 
Prince started from the Deccan to Upper India to enquire after the 
health of his venerable father, he was elevated by the grant of the title 
of Murtada Khan. 3 In the battle against Jaswant Singh he had the 
charge of Iltutmisb (Advance Guard of the Centre), and performed 
valient deeds. In the first battle against Dara Shikoh his bravery was 
decorated with a wound. In the battle with Shuja* 4 and in the 
second battle with Dara ShikSh also he distinguished himself. In the 
7th year, as'a result of increase, his rank became 5,000 with 5,000 
horse. In the 21st year 5 , corresponding to 1088 A.H. (1677 A.D.) 
he died. The Emperor had sent BaHitawar Khan, the eunuch, to 
enquire after his health. In reply he said, “I had the desire to sacri¬ 
fice my life in the service of my master, but this did not come to pass. 
Other make offerings »of gold and jewels. I present a few lives in 
place of my offering, and hope that these will be of service to my 

1 Akbarnama, Text, p. 744, translation, pp. 1111, 1112, 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 779, translation, p. 1166. 

3 'Alttmgirnama, p. 62. 

4 His part in the battles against Shuja* and Dara Shikoh is to be found on 
pp. 249, 308 respectively of ‘Alamgirnama. 

5 The account of his good qualities and death is taken from Ma3thir-i- 
'Alamglri, pp. 163, 164, The exact date of his death is given as 3rd Rabi‘ I, 
1088 A.H. 
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master 1 .” Alter his death, most of his servants from the rank of 
i ,000 to 80 entered royal service, and his footmen were given em¬ 
ployment in the workshops. He was a bold Saiyid, and kept his 
men in good care and* discipline. His son was Saiyid Hamid Khan, 
who received the title of Khan in the 4th year. In the 15th year, 
he was deputed 3 with Ra‘dandaz Khan for the chastisement of the 
SatnamI clan, and rendered good service. In the 16th year, he 
brought to the Court rhe son of the Zamlnddr of Kuma on, who, 
after his territory had been much traversed by the royal troops, was 
pardoned at the instance of Saiyid Murtada Khan. In the 20th year, 
he was appointed governor of Ajmer 3 in succession to Saiyid Ahmad 
Khan. In the 21st year, he returned to Court, and on the death of 
his father, was honoured with the appointment of Superintendent 4 of 
the Special Guards. In the 23rd year he was deputed 5 to chastise the 
turbulent elements in Sujat and Jttaran, and in the 24th year, per¬ 
formed valuable services by inflicting punishment on rhe Rathor rebels 
cowards Mairtha 6 . Later he received the title of Mujahid Khan. 
In the 35th year he was appointed Faujdar of Mewat, and had the 
rank of 3,000 wirh 1,500 horse 7 . Ic has not been possible to trace 
the year of his death. 

MUSAHIB bEg 
♦ 

(Vol. III. pp. 179-181). 

He was the son of Khwaja Kalan BSg, who was the son of Maula- 
tia Muhammad Sadra, who was one of the chief officers of Mlrza ‘Uinr 
Shaikh, and whose six sons devoted their lives to the service of Babur*. 
Khwaja Kalan because of such claims, and by his high sense of justice, 

1 Aiaathir-i-'Alamgirt, p. 11 5 - 2 Op. fit., p. 128. 

3 Op, cit., p. 158. 4 Op. cit -> P - ‘^ 5 - 

5 Op. cit., p. 193. 6 Op, cit., p. 195 

7 See op. cit., p. 347, where the grant of the title of Mujahid Khan at 

some earlier date is also mentioned, in the Text is a misprint for Mewat, 

an ill-defined tract south of Delhi. 

8 Akbarnama, I, Text, p. 92, Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 236. 
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wisdom, pleasing manners, and great literary attainments became a 
favourite of Babur, and rose to the rank of a high official. His brother 
Kuchak Khwaja 1 2 was in-charge of the royal seal and a trusted servant. 
After the conquest of India, which occurred on Friday, 8th Rajab 3 , 
93a A.H. (20th April, 1526 A.D.), and Agra became Babur’s resi¬ 
dence, the Chaghta’I soldiers found little congeniality or intercourse 
with the people of India. The extreme heat of the atmosphere, the 
pestilential wind (simoom) and the plague added to their distress. 
During this period, as owing to the communications becoming inter¬ 
rupted there was delay in the arrival of supplies; this resulted in a 
scarcity of provisions. The great body of officers set their minds 
upon returning, and many of the brave men went off to Kabul without 
permission. Khwaja Kalan who had shown much courage in every 
battle and particularly in this campaign, also changed his mind. 
Babur, who had set his heart on remaining in India, said that it was 
unworthy of wise conquerors to leave a great country—which had 
been conquered by such efforts, and elaborate arrangements— 
because of small inconveniences that had appeared. But in consideration 
for Khwaja Kalan, whose mind was bent on returning, he gave him 
the fief of Ghazni and Gardez, and permitted him to depart*. 
Babur has written 111 his Memoirs 4 that the conquest of India was 
effected by the efforts of die Khwaja, and in his letter to Humayun 
he charged hitn 5 to treat the Khwaja with consideration and overlook 

1 Akbarnama 1, Text, p. 120, translation, p. 281. 

2 20th Rajah in the Text is incorrect, it should be 8th (20th April), see 
Akbarnama, Text p. 95 and translation, p. 242. According to Sir Denison Ross 
in Cambridge History of India, IV, p, 13, Babur sent an advance force on 21st 
April and defeated Ibrahim in the battle of Panipat. 

3 Of. cit.. Text, p. 101, translation, p. 252. Also see Mrs. Beveridge’s 
translation of Memoirs of Babur, p. 525, and her History of Humdyun, p. 93. 

4 Mrs. Beveridge’s translation of Memoirs of Babur, p. 524, where it is 
stated that the f^hwaja had done well in the march from Kabul, in the defeat of 
Ibrahim and until Agra was occupied. 

5 See Mrs. Beveridge’s translation of Memoirs of B'dbur , p, 627. 



Musahib Beg 


ul-Umara] 


323 


His insolence. After the death of Babur, the Khwaja sided with 
Mlrza Kamran, and governed Qandahar on his behalf 1 . In the year 
942 A.H. (1536 A.D.), Sam Mlrza, the brother of Shah Tahmasp 
Safvi came to Qandahar and besieged it. The Khwaja defended it 
for eight months. When, on the second occasion, the Shah came in 
person, he was forced to surrender the fort, and joined Mirza Kamran 
at Lahore 2 . After the catastrophe of Chausa the Khwaja accom¬ 
panied Humayun, but when that Emperor owing to the unfavourable 
circumstances turned towards Sindh, the Khwaja left him at Sialkot 3 , 
and again joined Kamran. 

When the Khwaja died, his son Musahib Beg, in consideration of 
the valuable services of his ancestors, was admitted to a position of 
intimacy and trust. But as his disposition was prone to evil and 
mischief, and lie repeatedly behaved improperly, Humayun called him 
che Musahib-t-Mundfiq (The hypocritical courtier). Later, when 
Akbar ascended the throne, Musahib Beg, out of wickedness and 
folly, began to spend his time in company of Shah Abul Ma'ali of 
Timidh, and after spending some time in the eastern districts he be¬ 
came one of Khan Zamati’s companions. In the 3rd year, he came 
with evil intentions to Delhi. Bairam Khan arrested him, and sent 
him off to Hijlz. Nasir-ul-Mulk, by clever diplomacy, made Bairam 
Khan agree to draw lots by writing “Death” on one piece of paper, 
and “Release” on another; whichever paper turned up would be acted 
on according to the inscription on it. By chance Fate also seemed to 
be in league with the design, and immediately executioners were sent, 
and he was put to death 4 . It is said that on this account all the 
Chaghta’i officers and their sons became frightened of Bairam Khan, 
and plotted against him. 


1 Akbarnama, Text, l, p. 126, translation, p. 292. 

2 Op. tit., Text. p. 135, translation, pp. 307, 308. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, p. 171, translation, p. 360. 

4 Adapted from Akbarnama, II, Text, pp. 69, 70, Beveridge’s translation, 
pp. 107, 108. 
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MOSAVI KHAN MIRZA MU'IZZ 
(Vol. Ill, PP . 633-636). 

He was the daughter’s son of the Saiyid of Saiyids, Mir Muham¬ 
mad Zaman of Mashhad, who was the leader of the learned men of 
that great place. In his early youth, he became annoyed with his 
father Mirza Fakhra, who was of the Miisavl Saiyids of Qum, and went 
to the capital Ispahan, which was the centre for the learned and philoso¬ 
phers. He studied under the very learned Aqa Husain Khwansari, 
and because of his quick comprehension and retentive memory became 
the foremost scholar of rational sciences. In the year 1012 A.H. 
(1671-72 A.D.) he migrated to India. 

As his fortune, like his attainments, was in the ascendant, he 
became recipient of favours from Aurangzlb, and was granted a suit¬ 
able rank. He was married 1 to the daughter of Shah Nawaz Khan, 
the aunt of Prince Muhammad A'zam Shah. It is stated that at 
Hasan Abdal he one day had a discussion about theology and precepts 
with Shaikh ‘Abdul ‘Aziz. The discussion was prolonged. The 
Shaikh asked him as to under whom he received his tenets ( Sanacl ). He 
replied from Shaikh Baha’-ud-Dln. The former remarked that he had 
confronted or disputed with the Shaikh in twenty two places. The Mir 
retorted that probably it was for this reason that the letters of alphabet 
were his master. Finally it came to pass, that the Shaikh getting 
angry enquired the reason for the Shi'as of his class fixing a ramrod to 
the corpse at the time of washing it (before burial). The Mir smiled 
and replied that the same question had once been asked of him by the 
agents-provocateur of the danc.ng girls of Lahore, and again on that 
day the Shaikh wanted it to be explained. In fine, he, in the begin¬ 
ning of his career, had been appointed as the Divan of Patna and Bihar, 
but he could not get on with Buzurg Um£d Khan, the governor of the 

1 Ma 2 thir-i-'Alamgtri, pp. 337, 338. Aurangzib was married to Dilras 
Banu Bcgam, another daughter of Shah Nawaz j£han, and Prince Muhammad 
A'zam Shah the third son of the Emperor was born of her, vide Irvine, Later 
Mugbals, I, p. a. 
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province, and dissensions sprang up between them. The said Khan 
was proud of his high lineage, and of his being the son of Amlr-ul- 
Umara Shaista Khan, and regarded all others as being below considera¬ 
tion. The Mir relying on his earlier association with the Emperor 
in addition to his own merits and accomplishments, was not prepared 
to be submissive to others. Each sent written complaints about the 
other to the Emperor. Mirza Mu‘izz was summoned to the Presence®. In 
the 32nd year, he was exalted by the grant of the title of Musavl Khan, 
and appointed Divdn-uTan (Superintendent of Jdgirs etc.) in succes¬ 
sion to Mu'tamad Khan. The Khan, with a view to effecting savings, 
took bonds from the newly appointed officers [Mansabdars) to the effect 
that after the preparation of papers ( Yaddasht ) till they actually took 
possession of jdgirs, no demands would be admissible for this interven¬ 
ing period. If a jdglr was transferred after its grant, accounts would 
have to be rendered for the period till they received the grant of a 
fresh fief. When he got a bad name for this procedure, he, to amend 
matters, arranged that no office should be assigned in respect of the 
grant of a jdgir to a new servant without his request. Good God! it 
is stated that in former times when the accounts of jagirs were made 
up, generally amounts were found to be due to the government from 
the Mansabdars. Accordingly revenue collectors ( Sazawals ) had to be 
deputed for their realization. The Mansabdars by bribing them used 
to have recourse to subterfuges. In the Deccan, a result of the small 
holdings of the reserved lands, the diminished produce, and numerous 
claimants—especially among the new Deccan! servants—matters came 
to such a pass that in spite of the bonds introduced by Musavl Khan, 
large sums were taken from the Mansabdars and entered into the 
State accounts. Accordingly, although the Mansabdars presented 
their accounts, the accountants would not listen or pay heed to them 3 . 
In these days all the regulations are ignored and have become obsolete. 

1 See the account in the notice of Ruzurg Umcd Khan, Madthir-ul-Umari, 
Text, 1 , p. 454, Beveridge’s translation, 1 , p. 429. 

2 Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 312, 

3 Khafj J£han, If, pp, 396, 397. 
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In short in the 33rd year, Musavl Khan was appointed Divan 1 of the 
Deccan in succession to Haji Shaft* Khan. In the 34th year, 1101 
A.H, (1690 A,D.) he died. Kujd shud Musavl Khan: Where 
is Musavl Khan? is the chronogram of his death, whillc the date of 
birth is given by Afdal aulad Zamdna : The best of the sons of the 
age (1056 A.H.; 1646 A.D.). He was unrivalled for pleasant heights 
of fancy, and elegant expressions, and was proficient in letter writing 
and subtle compositions 2 . At first in his verses he used the nom-de- 
plume ( takhallus ) of Fitrat, but later adopted Musavl 2 , The following 
verse is his: — 


Verse 

My dissipation is a bar in the way of rebellion! 

Nudity is critical of my contaminated clothing. 

MOSAVI KHAN SADR 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 441-442). 

It is stated that he is a descendant of the Saiyids of holy Mashhad, 
and was nearly connected with Saiyid Yusuf Khan Ridwi*. In the 
time of Jahangir lie became Unown to the Emperor, and in the 13th 
year was appointed Superintendent of the cool-water stores ( Abdar - 
kbdna)S Gradually he rose to the high office of Sadr Kt*ll ‘, and had 
the rank of 2,000 with 500 horse. After the death of Jahangir, he 
was, in the 1st year of Shah Jahan’s reign, when his good fortune 
flourished as a result of his being in the good books of Yamln-ud- 
Daulah, confirmed in his office of Sadr Kull, and his rank was 
increased to 3,000’ with 730 horse. In the 3th year, he was 

1 Maathir-i-'Alamgiri , p, 330. 2 Op. cit., pp. 336, 337. 

3 See Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 cdn.) under Fittat and 
Musavi j£han pp, 138, 284. 

4 Blochmann, 'A’in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 369-372. 

5 Rogers and Beveridge’s translation of Tiizuk-i- 1 ahangiri, II, p. 

6 O.f. cit., p. 7 Badshahn3ma, I, pt. i, p. 181. 
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promoted 1 to the rank of 4,000 with 750 horse. In the 16th year 2 
he was removed from office as a result of a report to the Emperor that 
he had not carried out the orders abouc the assignation of lands in the 
proper manner. In the 17th year, on 18th Safr, 1054 A.H. (16th 
April, 1644 A.D.) he died. His two sons received suitable promo¬ 
tions 3 . It is stated that though he was not highly educated, he had 
through regular association with learned men picked up the essential 
etiquette for meetings, and could carry on a high-flown conversation. 

MUSTAFA BEG TURK AM AN KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 384, 385). 

He was one of Jahangir’s officers. In the end of that reign he had 
attained the rank of a,000 with 1,400 horse. After Shah Jahan’s 
accession, he, in the 1st year, was granted an increase, and his rank 
became 3,000 with 2,000 horse 4 . He also received a robe of honour, 
a jewelled dagger, a flag, and a horse with a silver saddle. In the 3rd 
year, he was exalted by the gift 4 of a kettle-drum. Later he was 
appointed to the Deccan, and, in the 6th year, when Mahabat Khan 
was engaged in the siege of Daulatabad, he was acting as the Tbanadar 
of Zafarnagar. Many of the followers of the contingents of Mansab - 
ddrs assigned for the expedition, had assembled there together with 
the grain-bullocks, and were, for fear of being way-laid by the DcccanT 
troops, unable to join Khan Khanan’s forces. Mustafa Beg wrote® to 
Khan Khanan in this connection, and the latter deputed Khan Zaman 
with a force to escort the supplies of grain and the men to his camp. 
Mustafa Beg died in the 7th year 7 , 1043 A.FI. (1633 A.D.). Hasan 
Khan, his son, attained the rank of 800 with 300 horse, and his 
brother ‘All Qull rose to the rank of 900 with 450 horse; the latter 
died in the 15th year of Shah Jahan’s reign. 

1 BUdsbabnfima, i pt. i, p. 200. 2 Badshahnima, II, p. 316. 

3 Op. cii., pp 372, 373. 

4 Bidihahnima, I, pt. i, p. lai. His rank after increase is given as 3,000 

with 1,500 horse. 5 Of. cit., p. 300. 

6 Of. cit., pp. 505, 506. 7 Badshabnima, I, pt. ii, p. *98. 
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MUSTAFa KHAN KASHI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 637-641). 

He was a Shi‘a of Afghan descent. His father was so destitute 1 
chat on his death ic was found difficult to defray the expenses in 
connection with his burial. The said Khan took leave of his mother 
at the age of fourteen, and went forth to earn the livelihood. Gradu¬ 
ally, in the service of Muhammad A‘zam Shah he gained his intimacy 
through good service. He became a true courtier and an intimate 
confidant of the Prince. As there was a constant complaint regard¬ 
ing the excessive expenditure of the forces in the service of the 
Prince, the said Khan having discovered the real causes arranged that 
more than 6,000 horse should not be enrolled in his establishment. 
If, however, in view of recommendations, the arrival of excellent 
recruits, o: in consideration of the needs of some expedition, this 
number had to be exceeded, no pay would be allowed to the new 
comers until the fixed limit had been reached either through deaths or 
by desertions 2 . As a result of his careful attention to details, the 
Prince’s establishment was put on a proper footing, and there were no 
further complaints cither on the part of the soldiery or the camp 
followers ( Sbagird pesba ), 3 There was, however, a force of ten to 
twelve thousand horsemen always in readiness 4 . As a result, he gained 
the confidence of the Prince to such an extent that no work was done 
without consulting him. Whatever the Prince did contrary to the 
wishes of Aurangzlb, the Emperor ascribed it to the clever counsels of 
the said Khan. As the Afghans were not trusted (by Aurangzlb), 
the Khan’s supreme authority in the Prince’s establishment was viewed 

1 gbafi £han, II, p. 441. It is stated that he left his home three days after 
the Fatiha, and migrated to India with an Afghan caravan. 

. z Op. cit., p. 440. 

3 The camp followers, such as muleteers, etc. 

4 This fact is also mentioned by F^hafi Khan. Probably what is meant is 
that owing to the excellent arrangements made by Mustafa Khan about ten to 
twelve thousand horsemen were always available. 
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with disfavour, and (the Emperor) several times hinted to the Prince 
in this connection. Finally some fault was found and he was deprived 
of his office. Mace-bearers 1 were appointed to remove him from the 
Prince’s Camp, and convey him to the port of Surat. A royal order 
was also sent to the governor of the place, that he should be put on 
board a ship, and sent off to the holy places. The said Khan, after 
performing the pilgrimage to the holy Ka'ba’—May God exalt the 
Spots ! = returned to Surat. Although an order summoning him was 
sent, but there was no indication that he had been forgiven. The 
said Khan, in the 39th year of the reign, arrived at Aurangabad, and 
in view of the Emperor’s inclination, waited on him in the garb of a 
dervish. Emperor Aurangzlb recited this hemistich: —- 

Hemistich 

I recognize you in whatever form 2 you may come ! 

It is stated that though Muhammad A'zam Shah tried by recom¬ 
mending his case, to take him with him, but he did not succeed. 
The said Kh an, who was adorned with literary attainments and per¬ 
fections, composed a work entitled Imarat-al-Kalam for easily tracing 
the verses of the Qur’an. The Prince brought it to the notice of the 
Emperor and added that it was the composition of Mustafa Khan. 
After reading it, the Emperor said, it should not be styled a composi¬ 
tion but a compilation. The Prince represented that no earlier work had 
come to his notice, and so it was entitled to be regarded as a composi¬ 
tion. The Emperor was provoked, and ordered the royal librarian to 
bring the work, which a certain person had previously written on the 
subject, and to hand it over to the Prince. The said Kh an spent the 
remainder of his life in retirement in his house. A lofty building, 
which he built in one of the wards of Sultanganj in Aurangabad, is 
known by his name. 

1 The expression ill the Text and £hafi f^iun which 

would mean strict mace-bcarcrs, probably implying that they had strict injunc¬ 
tions to carry out the mission. 

2 Perhaps a play on the words Surat and Surat. 
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Aurangzib had more affection for Muhammad A'zam Shah 
than for his other sons, but owing to differences of temperaments 
constant clashes occurred. It is stated 1 that, in the 36th year of 
the reign, Muhammad A'zam Shah was reported to have conceived 
foolish ideas on account of the news of the release of Sultan Muhammad 
Mu'zzam. The Emperor prudently deputed Muhammad A'zam 
Shah, who was near Bankapur, to proceed to WagingSra. As the royal 
camp was on the route, various reports from the Emperor (? of the 
Emperor’s health) reached Muhammad A'zam Shah. The Prince 
arriving near the royal camp sent a message to the effect that though 
he was very anxious to pay his respects, yet, as he was proceeding on 
ducy, he was afraid lest his men, after reaching the royal camp, might 
delay in leaving it. He would, however, carry out whatever orders were 
issued. A reply was received that the Emperor also was anxious to see 
his son, but as it would not be desirable for the Prince to enter the royal 
camp, the Emperor was leaving the camp unattended for the purpose 
of hunting. The Prince also should come with his two sons and with a 
guard of only 500 horse. He would then be permitted to depart with¬ 
out delay. Orders were also issued for a small tent to be pitched at some 
distance from the royal camp on low ground so that it might not be 
visible from a distance. Secret orders were also issued to the Hakbsbls , 
the Superintendent of the body-guard, the mace-bearers and the royal 
guards to take with them a few selected armed men. Openly strict 
orders were issued against the taking of a large number of men with 
them. The men of Barha and the Masters of Ceremonies (Mtr 
Tiizuks) were appointed to prevent a crowd, and making arrangements 
on all four sides of the royal pavilion so that no one could gain entry 
without permission. After reaching die hunting ground successive 
orders were sent to the Prince to the effect that space in the royal 
pavilion was limited, and he should come with only a few men. When 
the Prince came near the camp, Jamal Chela conveyed the order that 

1 The account of A'zam Shah's visit co Aurangzib is taken from Khafi 
&han, II, pp. 407-410. 
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the game, which had been brought close to the guns, would take 
fright 1 2 . The space for the equipage was also limited, and the Prince, 
therefore, should not bring more than three grooms with him. When 
the Prince with his two sons Walii Jiih and ‘All Tabar came to the 
lines, he, in compliance with the instructions, had only two grooms 
with him. Under the circumstances the Prince changed colour, and 
realized that he had fallen in a snare of misfortune. Mukhtar Khan 
conveyed the order that all three should come leaving their armour 
behind. After the Prince had paid his respects, the Emperor embraced 
him with affection, and giving him a gun ordered him to shoot the 
game. Afterwards he took him to the Oratory, and bade him ro take 
a seat. He made eager enquiries about all affairs. On account of a 
report that the Prince had a coat-of-mail under his tunic, he called for 
a cup of perfume, and after opening the fastenings of the tunic rubbed 
the perfume with his own hands. Taking the royal sword, which was 
lying near* him, out of its scabbard, he handed it to the Prince. The 
latter took it with trembling hands, and after looking at it wanted to 
return it. The Emperor, however, presented it to him as a mark of 
royal favour, and also repeated some words of instruction and indica¬ 
tions to the effect that having arrested the Prince he had released him. 
There-after he allowed him to depart. 

MUSTAFA KHAN KHAWAFI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 516-518). 

His name was Mir Ahmad, and his father was Mirza ‘Arab, a 
genuine Saiyid of Khawiif. He came to India, and entered Jahangir’s 
service, and was soon appointed recorder (\Vaqd‘ Nigar), Later 

1 The word ram fright has been omitted in the Text. It has been 
included in the translation as otherwise the sentence is incomplete; it is in the 
original in Fshafi Khan. 

2 In the Text the expression is ■Sj while in {£hafi Khan 

p, 409, it is jdlAl if j-* vii^-sO . There it is also stated that Atrrang- 

zib remarked that che sword hid come down to him from the time of Babur, 
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through his good fortune he was made an Amir, and was respected and 
trusted throughout the remaining period of his life. His sons were 
Mlrza Shams-ud-Din and Mir Ahmad. The first, during his father’s 
lifetime, was killed by his own servant while he was whipping him. 
The second, during the reign of Shah Jahan, held for a time the 
appointment of Bakhshl of Lucknow. In the 21st year, when 1 Prince 
Murad Bakhsh was deputed for the management of the affairs of the 
Kashmir province, he was appointed his Divan. Later, he was posted 
in the Deccan, and was given the rank of 700 with 2^0 horse. In the 
3rd year, he was appointed commandant of the Zafarnagar fort in 
Balaghat in Berar, which was situated at a distance of 20 kos from 
Aurangabad. 

As he was distinguished for his honesty, ability, and understand¬ 
ing, he became a favourite of Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb 
Bahadur, the Viceroy of the Deccan, and became very influential 
through his devoted service and excessive loyalty. After Aurangzib’s 
accession he was honoured with an increase in his rank. The terri¬ 
tory of Balaghat, Karnatik—which had been conquered by Mu'zzam 
Khan Mir Jumla, while he was in the service of ‘Abdullah Qutb 
Shah, ruler of Haidarabad—was presented as a tribute by Mir Jumla 
when he took up service under Shith Jahan; it was, however, reassign¬ 
ed to him as a present from the Emperor. Some of the areas, such 
as GingSe Kot, which was one of the big forts in that area, and much 
artillery and materials, were in possession of his men. Qutb Shilh 
was very anxious to get possession of this tract, and consequently there 
were great disturbances. Mir Ahmad, in the 2nd year, was appoint¬ 
ed to look after the affairs there, and was granted the title of Mustafa 
Khan, a horse, an elephant and an increase of 1,500 foot with 1,400 
horse; his rank, as a result, became 3,000 foot with 2,000 horse*. 

1 *Amal Salih, III, p, 2. Mir Ahmad’s appointment as his Diviin is, how¬ 

ever, not mentioned. 

a ‘Alamgirnanui, p. 440, from where the account is taken almost verbatim. 
In the 3rd year he, on the death of his father, was appointed governor of Surat, 
p. 471. His father's name in that work is given as Mir ‘Arab, 
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Later, as he was possessed of good judgment and tact, he was sent as 
an ambassador to the country of Turtin. A lctter-jiatenc, written by 
Danishmand Khan was handed over to him together with presents 
consisting of rare jewelled weapons, and various kinds of precious 
articles worth a lac and a half, for ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Khun, the ruler of 
Bokhara, also presents to the value of a lac of rupees were sent for 
his brother Subhun Quit Khan, the ruler of Balkh 1 2 . Both of them 
by constantly sending presents and offerings had amply confirmed 
their friendly and cordial relations. No further account of his mis¬ 
sion or its return has come to the notice (of the author). His sister’s 
son whom he had adopted, was Mir BadI‘-uz,Zaman by name. His 
son was Mir Ahmad Mustafa Khan II. For a time he was the Divan 
of the Household of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jiih. His heir was Mir 
Muhammad ‘All Saiyid Mukarram Khun Bahadur. He had acquired 
learning, and was highly accomplished in every way. Formerly he 
was Divan of the Establishment of ‘All Jah, the son of Nizam-ud- 
Daulah Asaf Jah. He had great affection for the writer of these pages. 

MUTHAWWAR KHAN BAHADUR KHWESHGP 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 776-793). 

His name was Rahmat Khan, May God’s mercy be on him ! He 
had a placid countenance, charitable disposition, and courageous heart. 
He was far-sighted, brave, aspiring, noble, a prudent and favoured 
councillor, and a royal, just, truthful, open-minded, wise and polished 
speaker. He was well versed in all arts and science, and was a skilled 
warrior. Among thousands of persons very rarely one finds such an 

1 MaHthir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 4 ^- He was sent to Turin in the 7th year. 

2 This is a very long biography extending over 17 pages. The subject of 
the notice did not do anything very notable, and it appears this long biography 
was written by the author as a result of his friendship and out of gratitude. 
The author was sheltered by Muthawwar fjdian when he lost favour with Nawab 
Asaf Jah owing to his having sided with his son Nizam-ud-Daulah Nasir Jang, 
see MaatbiT-ul-UmarS, Text, i, p. 19, Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 16. 
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accomplished one; it is only after long intervals that such a priceless 
pearl is produced in the shell of existence. He was very wise, firm- 
hearted, brainy, considerate, and the leader of his colleagues; in the 
nobility of his disposition, bravery , pleasant intercourse, and amiable 
manners he was superior to his equals. His qualities of leadership 
and capacity for the management of affairs in reference to all that 
came to happen led to immediate results; for example if a number 
of people all together asked him questions about a number of distinct 
problems, he was not flurrid by the muhpiicity of answers, but gave 
categorical and convincing replies. His grandfather was Isma'il Khan 
Husainza’i—it is a branch of the ‘Allza'I, a clan of the KhwCshgls— 
who was related and allied by matrimony to Shams-nd-Dln Khan, 
eldest son of Nazar Bahadur KhwEsgl who surpassed all other members 
of the clan in respect to his A lansab and his influence with the kings. 
He was in the employment of Prince Muhammad Aurnngzlb Bahadur, 
and was favoured by him. After the battle with Maharaja Jaswant 
(Singh) he was granted the title of Janbaz Khan and the gift of a flag, 
and by an increase of 500, with too horse his rank was advanced to 
2,000, 600 horse. As he was on intimate terms with Shaikh Mir 
Khawafl, who was one of the leading courtiers of the Emperor, he in 
his company displayed bravery and courage in all royal expeditions 
against the enemies of the kingdom, and was the recipient of royal 
favours. In the earlier years of the reign he was appointed as the 
Faujdar of Sultanpur and Nandurbar, but later was appointed to Kabul, 
and rendered valuable services in that province. Of his sons ‘Udiman 
Khan and AUahdad Khan, the former took possession of the large 
property of Shams-ud-Dm Khan—who except for the family of his 
daughter left no heirs, and settling down in the country spent his life 
in ease. The second ignoring his inheritance took to service. He 
was a strong, well-built person. As a result of his exertions Amir Khan 
Ndzim of the place—whose efficient and firm government was prover¬ 
bial—was displaced. At first he was the Tbdnadar of Gharlb Khana 
and later for a time of Mandir—which for its pleasantness and verdure 
is a well known thana of the area. He was the administrator of 
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Langarkot; for a time this pose was assigned to Rahmandad Khan, but 
in the 47th year this office was restored to the said Khan; and he was 
promoted to the rank of 1,500, i,coo horse. When Prince Muham¬ 
mad Mu'azzam was appointed governor of the Kabul Siiba, and as the 
Khwcshgis there were generally regarded as partisans of A'zam Shah, 
and he was the husband of die sister of Sultan Ahmad who was the 
agent of A'zam Shah, the Prince planned to remove him. The said 
Khan on hearing of it sent a reliable messenger to the imperial force. 
By an extraordinary chance Habib’s slave sought the protection of the 
honoured ladies of the Prince. 

The manifescacion of Fortune was thac before the said Khan’s 
request had been laid before Aurangzlb, thac as at the time His 
Majesty was carrying on a religious war, it was incumbent on all Khan- 
azads to serve with the victorious stirrups in defence of the religion, 
but as religious service must be subservient to submission, this slave 
was carrying on his allotted duties. The Prince Royal also following 
the religious tenets proposed to send an army to destroy a sect known 
as the Kafirs 1 which inhabited the mountainous areas on the borders 
of Kabul. Out of the captives taken from the area he sent a few 
horsemen. This action was highly approved at the royal court, and 
an order was issued that as those were the countries of the infidels, 
every year a few persons must be sent for the service of the elect and 
the highly placed. By chance there was no further expedition, and 
consequently he took from Habib his slave, who was a Kafir taken 
prisoner on an earlier occasion, and who had fallen to the share of 
Jalfd Khun Afghan, and sent her (to the Presence). The Emperor 
presented her to his eldest son. Later, as she also like Mihr Parvar 
was a royal slave, she became a royal favourite, and rising to a position 
of honour and trust became the Superintendent of Tora and Tfiztik ; 
and contending with the said Mihr Parvar, who had secured the 
advancement of her brother Niyaz Beg Qullj Muhammad Khan, she 
declared herself as a daughter of the Afghans. Regarding the inclina- 


1 Are they the Kafirs of Chitral? 
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cion and repentance of the said Khan as certain, she requested that 
her claim might be investigated. Accordingly they made the same Jalal 
Khan agree to being her relation and he confessed about it in the pre¬ 
sence of the Prince. And later becoming the agent for the transac¬ 
tions of the said Khan he put the royal mind at rest. After the death 
of Aurangzlb Bahadur Shah started from Peshawar to fight with 
Muhammad A‘zam Shah. Although he presented himself with a 
large force, but owing to the dispersal of his forces and the severity of 
disease he was greatly worried and giving up the idea of accompanying 
Bahadur Shah stayed behind at Lahore. He had greatly hoped for 
the victory of A'zam Shah; about the same time he died. Of his sons 
Rahmat Khan who was distinguished in every way, was the recipient 
of royal favours in preference to all his brothers. When his father 
owing to illness remained behind at Lahore, he desired that none of 
his sons should accompany Bahadur Shah, but in spite of it Rahmat 
Khan with his step-brother Khudadad Khan went away and joined the 
royal stirrups at Delhi. He received twenty thousand rupees as a 
reward before and an equal sum after the battle was over. After the 
victory he was exalted by an increase of rank and the title of Muthaw- 
war Khln. There was a further opportunity for service. After the 
battle with Kiim Bakhsh he was sent as the Fanjddr of Lucknow and 
Baiswara. As his affair did not prosper, he, after the death of Bahadur 
Shah and before being relieved of office, took the road to the Capital. 
For fear of being reprimanded he did not dare to present himself at 
the Court, and so enroute meeting Prince I'zz-ud-Din, who under 
the guardianship of Khan Dauran Khwaja Husain had been deputed to 
oppose Farrukh-siyar, decided to accompany him. That coward on 
the eve of the battle at Khajuha to chastise the said Khan remained in 
his place, but as at daybreak Qutb-ul-Mulk arrived, he making full 
use of his old friendship joined him in the bowdah of the elephant on 
which he was riding. In the battle with Jahandar Shah he was with 
the army of Husain ‘All Khln. When the leader fled he could not 
oppose the enemy, and so retired to on: side; he was not wounded. 
He was greatly respected and trusted by the Amir-ul-Umara. 



ul-Umar 3 ] Muthawwar Khan Bahadur Khw 5 shgi 337 

On coming to the Deccan he was appointed Faujdar of Sira. The 
southern Afghans, who were intrinsically disobedient, hoped that 
probably because of their belonging to the same clan Muthawwar 
Khan might overlook their past and hope might replace their pertur¬ 
bation, and in the beginning Bahadur Khan Paul and ‘Abdul Nabl 
Khan Miyana waited on him and joined him. Their selfish and inter¬ 
ested dealings, however, soon resulted in a break. The Khan spent 
some time in trying to realize the outstanding dues, but as he did not 
succeed, and the Zamindar of Srirangapattana, who was without equal 
(in the area), presented his case to the AmTr-ul-Umara; he was forced 
to attend to his affair with the help of the Zamindar, the Bharya part 
of whose holding in Chitaldroog, had for a time been taken possession 
of. That proud rebel with 20,000 horse and 6,000 soldiers came 
forward to give battle, but fled after he was defeated. Meanwhile 
the news of Muthawwar Khan’s transfer was received. He gave away 
all his movable and immovable property in payment for the salary of 
the army, and bowed down by debt and in the company of his debtors 
retired to Khajastabunyad. ‘Alam ‘All Khan the Governor of the 
Deccan received him with regard and respect, and granted him a 
jdgir. 

During this time the news of the return of A$af Jah was bruited 
abroad. Although Shankara Malhar, who had full charge of the 
affairs, was not prepared to fight, that young agent of death out of 
personal bravery and at the instigation of foolish warriors rajhly had an 
engagement with the van (of Asaf Jah). No one was able to achieve 
anything, and they lost their lives in vain. Muthawwar Khan fell on 
the field wounded, while his brother Tuhawwar Dil Khan was killed. 
Earlier following a hint of Fath Jang he avoided joining (Asaf Jah), 
later when the disturbances of the Saiyids came to an end, and there 
was no hope at all for quarter, he was received with favour by Asaf 
'Jah, and was gratified with the restoration of his Mansab and jagir. 
At the recommendation of ‘Iwad Khan Bahadur he was appointed Go¬ 
vernor of Nandfr in place of Amin Khan Deccan!. He hurried to his 
post in extremely poor and humble circumstances. The dismissed 
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stupid officer hindered the administration of the parganas, and did not 
make any attempt for the payment of the outstanding dues. As the 
writings of ‘Iwad Khan also had no effect, and as the said Mian was 
not on good terms with him, he with a view to stir up strife wrote to 
Muthawwar Khan, “If he lias an army, you also are a warrior. Why 
do you forego your rights?” This uselessly brought about a civil war. 
Muthawwar Khan out of innate honesty sent a message to that short¬ 
sighted officer, who on his way to Balkonda wanted to pass opposite 
Nfmdcr, “I have been forced into this controversy. If you pass at a 
distance, 1 will not hinder you in your journey, and afterwards a 
settlement could be arrived at in reference to the dispute.” That 
proud fool paid no heed to this message, and did noc change lus route. 
The brave Khan out of self-respect and not worrying about death 
started with a small party of not more than fifty horsemen to hinder 
his passage. Through the grace of the Almighty a large contingent of 
archers etc. voluntarily joined him, and his small force increased to a 
regular army. In the evening the opposing forces encamped opposite 
each other, and were on guard throughout the night. With the 
appearance of the morning the fire of the battle was about to flare 
up, when through some sage counsels peace was restored, and it was 
agreed that on returning to Natidcr he would render an account 
of the dues. Unfortunately, he, in spite of having a number of 
picked men, allowed himself to be carried away as a prisoner by 
the enemy, while his soldiers were scattered at a distance. As a 
result of lus folly he was a prisoner for some time. It was remarkable 
that no one in the government took any notice of tins high-handed 
action, and he had to suffer for his failure and folly; he was suspend¬ 
ed, and later on he could not secure a post. It is an extraordinary 
fact that despite his high intelligence the affairs of his government 
did not prosper in any place. As is well known, the success of a 
government depends on proper administration. In his case, however, 
pity and benevolence reigned supreme; he was very generous and 
obliging, and was naturally inclined to devote a great deal of attention 
to unimportant affairs which resulted in the neglect of normal business. 
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l urcher in the battle against Mubariz Khan lie formed a part of the 
van of ‘Iwad Khan Bahadur as the leader of 2,000 horsemen, most of 
whom were Pani Afghans. They having arranged with the enemy 
deserted at the time of battle and stood aside. He himself led his 
elephant, and by that time the enemy having arrived were fighting 
with the brave forces. For a while his own party suspected him, and 
about the same time a bullet wounded him in the right hand, but be 
'.bowed no signs of retiring from the field. 

Alchough Ins advice was always considered and accepted by 
die leaders, but in the government of Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah, 
Mav he always prosper ! his requests were accepted more than 
heretofore, and as a result of his recommendations numerous 
people were successful. When Asaf Jah returned from North 
India, Muthawwnr Khan hastened to Burhanpur and waited on 
lmn. He talked harshly and uselessly, which was not proper, 
and as a result lost favour with Nizam-ud-Daulah. Although, 
owing to the pasc relations with the Chief there was no apparent 
.Inference in his treatment, but internally he was annoyed and there 
was no further chance of his being treated with confidence and regard, 
\\ hen in the 25th year of Muhammad Shah’s reign the armies 
.11 arched for the destruction of Karnatik (Carnatic), he was left in 
l> lujastabunyad. In the beginning of the latter half of Safr his 
wound became inflamed, and in 011c month he was afflicted with 
. !\ w nicry and bowel trouble. On the morning of the ist of Rabl' II, 

1 1 -,(> A.H. (14th May, 1743 A.D.) he died. On the last of the 
uue month he was born. His age was sixty years. 

Hemistich 

Sahab hub ‘Ati ajr do sad ‘Abid ydft: 

(On account of ‘All’s regard he received the reward of rw'o hundred 
\ a mes: 1156 A. H.) is the chronogram, bur the value of 200 has 
t> In- taken in the calculation and not the value of the letters du sad. 

I !c was a very zealous votary of the study of Creation, and had 
ct-ll'Vtcd a large number of tracts and books on this subject. He- 
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used to say that much headway has not yet been made in reference to 
it and it is not possible to follow it. Although they were still in the 
study of the initial stages, but through the mixture of other branches 
— as if it was hidden from the ancients and moderns—they had 
explained it on that basis. He explained several verses and chapters 
of the Qur'an from the beginning to the end in the light of anno¬ 
tations in reference to creation, and explained them so convincingly 
that his audience were fully satisfied; and in this fashion he extracted 
from various works on Hadith, sayings of greatmen, the poems of 
Shaikhs, and the great works of Sufis the necessary material relative 
to his thesis. Still more interesting was the fact that he had collected 
and annotated corresponding verses and traditions regarding the inso¬ 
luble problems in different religions, and had almost prepared an 
encyclopedia. It is said that his researches were not written down; 
later on the author of these pages tried to do so, but soon the bird of 
his soul flew to the garden of paradise. That great man used to 
express his sorrow at the ignorance and lack of interest of the writer 
in this great branch of knowledge. He also revised the scattered 
pages of this work, and wrote down a part of his own biography, and 
this with slight alterations has been included here. 

This humble man was extremely fond of hunting in his childhood, 
so much so that in the school he used to offer flic? as a food to the 
spiders and paid no heed to reading or writing. When he grew up 
he displayed special aptitude for ornithology, and whatever he could 
find about the training, diseases and treatment of birds from experts, 
he being illiterate himself made others write it down. Consequently 
he turned his attention to learning the letters for the diseases, and 
used to write such separate words; and for his own understanding 
used special marks. As each disease could only be treated by a 
number of drugs with characteristic qualities, he began to think that 
probably every disease had various types. He referred again to 
books. As most medicine were Arabian or Greek, one referred to 
their strange origin. As he found that study was useful and know¬ 
ledge was an important adjunct thereof, consequently he applied 
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himself to gaining a mastery of the subject. He collected all reliable 
books and gained materially from their study. And having made a 
detailed study of ornithological literature he wanted to write a treatise 
on the subject. As three branches of knowledge are necessary for 
this work; healthy and strong birds, and a good knowledge of their 
habits and likings, particularly the last two are of supreme importance 
in this connection. As several metallic salts were also used in the 
treatment of the maladies of birds, he looked up works on alchemy, 
and turned to simple experiments where the ingredients were men¬ 
tioned. He was convinced that the characteristics of various elements 
were connected with their intrinsic composition, and how could these 
be transmuted into gold and silver, and if this were possible no poor 
would be left. Becoming satisfied on this bend he was greatly per¬ 
plexed that these books were attributed to well known ancient patri¬ 
archs who were fully conversant with exoteric and esoteric sciences. 
Why had they written such useless works leading to a possible waste 
of wealth, and which were in the end to lead to opprobrium and 
public exposure. On further consideration he thought that they had 
probably written in the enigmatical and conventional language of 
which they were past masters. But if the key was not discovered 
these works were nothing but sheer rubbish, and for the learned to 
waste their energy on them was a matter for wonder and astonishment. 
Consequently he gave up experimenting, and began to study the 
subjeer, till in the year 1132 Add. (1719-20 A.D.), he became fully 
conversant with the subject, and was able to discuss as his own the 
discoveries of each authority in every subject, such as mensuration, 
geometry, medicine, astrology, geomancy, demonology, sorcery, even 
archery and keeping pigeons; and similarly of transcribed branches 
such as commentaries, traditions, expositions, theology, institu¬ 
tions and rights. Consequently he took up the clarification of 
. these branches of knowledge, and for a time was fully absorbed. Later 
when he turned to theology, he discovered the eloquent truth; he 
gained the knowledge which was the measure of religious and wordly 
affairs. In other words, from the invisible to the most perfect man all 
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their qualities are an apparition of Creation, with which are connected 
the affairs of religion and the world, and which falsifies all impromptu 
affirmations. This clears up the saying in the Qur’an, and clears up 
the difficult traditions. So he fell into the deep ocean, and not only 
alchemy but the whole world was forgotten. Let us see where it will 
lead to. The final is the sacred word. 

Two months had not elapsed since he wrote the above when he 
died. He used involuntarily to repeat kind expressions, and would 
recommend anyone irrespective of acquaintance and connections. He 
was compassionate for everyone, and helped everyone. For a time in 
view of Asaf Jah’s message that “Mutsaddis (clerks) are there to re¬ 
present the needs of the people, why do you intercede for everyone?” 
he refrained from doing so, but soon reverted to his former habits. 
His words were not without acceptance and effect. He always said 
these with a proper introduction to please the chief, who normally 
would not heed such requests. He had the rank of 5,000, but lived 
like a soldier, or rather like a hermit, and did not at all interest himself 
in worldly affairs. Rahim Dad Yaksarlya, his son, who had been brought 
up and trained in the faujdan of Baiswara, was a learned man. He 
gave away whatever came into his indiscriminate mind. Although 
they complained against him, he carried on without heed; sometimes 
without any regard for complaints he would give a properly attested 
receipt, sealed with his own seal and in the name of his descendants. 
He was of the Imamiya religion; and could discourse with full reason¬ 
ing on all its tenets. Although he was not too well off, he did his best 
in extolling and respecting the Saiyids. He believed that this exalted 
class owing to its descent from the family of the Prophet should be 
exempt from the tenets and restraints of the Sbarl'at., I remarked 
that if they were granted such preference and privileges, it would be 
impossible to restrain them. His convincing argument, which con¬ 
verted me, was that whenever the chosen of the Almighty, in view of 
his love and regard allowed his family a precedence over his followers, 
he for the sake of unison ordered that if his followers should regard 
such favours to the holy descendants as special discrimination, it would 
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not be beyond the normal canons of humanity. Unknowingly he 
married a Saiyid lady whose father Haidar ‘All Khan was a grand¬ 
son of the famous Mirza HaidarabadI of the Saiyids of Maznndaran. 
On discovery he found it impossible to annul the marriage and was 
very sorry about it. He had also married a girl of his own class, and 
another of the Mughal class, and had children by each of them. His 
son was adopted by the wife of the Habib after the death of Bahadur 
Shah; after her death he came back to his father in the Deccan. In 
spite of his having been brought up in such surroundings he was not 
haughty and inconsiderate. Some six months after the death of his 
father he died. At present one of his sons is living in his native place, 
while Fakhr ud-Din and other brothers are holders of ranks and jagtrs. 
His brother's son and son-in-law of the deceased Janbaz Khan is an 
officer of the rank of 2,500. Through the kind offices of the deceased 
the writer of these lines in the beginning settled down in the Deccan. 
Later when through the rise and fall of fortune lie fell out of favour 
with Asaf Jah for having gone astray. This led to the composition of 
this work, and he helped the writer in passing the period of unemploy¬ 
ment. In his company and at his house nearly two years were spent. 
He observed the normal proprieties in small matters, and showed due 
respect in daily life. He was a generous and religious person! May 
God’s blessings be on him! Thanks be to God! that the beginning 
and end of his life were agreeable and pleasant. 

MU'TAMAD KHAN MUHAMMAD SALIH KHAWAFT 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 510, 511). 

He was, at first, an accountant of the royal artillery, and had a 
suitable rank. Emperor Shah Jahan recognizing his ability and admi¬ 
nistrative capabilities appointed him, in the 24th year, the Kotwal of 
the Camp 1 , and increased his rank. In the 25th year, he was made 
Kotwal of Lahore. Later, lie accompanied Prince Muhammad Aurang- 

1 Sec 'Amal Salth, III, p. 118 where it is stated that he was appointed in 
charge of the Police Station ( ^ ). 
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zib Bahadur on the expedition to Qandahar, and, in the 26th year, he 
accompanied Prince Dara Shikoh on the second expedition to the same 
area. As he performed valuable services in this expedition, he was, 
in the 28th year, promoted 1 to the post of Divarii-i-Buyutat in 
succession to Ra’I Mukand, who, because of old age, could not per¬ 
form the duties of the post satisfactorily. His rank was increased, 
and he received a robe of honour, and a gold pen-case. At the end 
of the same year, his rank was advanced to 1,000 with 200 horse, and 
he received the title of Mu'tamad Khan; at the same time he was 
removed from the Divani of Buyutat , and appointed Divan of Data 
Shikoh in succession to Shaikh ‘Abdul Karim, who, because of exces¬ 
sive weakness, could not carry on his duties. In the 29th year, his 
rank was increased to 1,500 with 200 horse, and, in the 30th year, 
he was exalted by promotion to the rank of 2,000 with 200 horse". 
Later, when fate gave another colour to the affairs, and Prince Muha¬ 
mmad Aurangzib Bahadur marched from the Deccan to enquire after 
his venerable father’s health, and a battle took place between him and 
Dara Shikoh near Samugarh, Mu'tamad Khan, who had received the 
title of Wazir Khan from Data Shikoh, was killed in 1068 A.H. 
(1658 A.D.) 


MU'TAMAD KHAN MUHAMMAD SHARIF 
(Vol. HI. pp. 431-434). 

He came from an obscure family of Iran. After his arrival in 
India he, through his good fortune, came to the notice of Emperor 
Jahangir, and in the 3rd year received the title of Mu'tamad Khan. 
Some Mughal wit composed the following couplet in reference to him: 

Verse 

Khanship had become cheap during Shah Jahangir’s reign! 

t Op. cit., p. 189, The grant of the gold pen-case is, however, recorded 
later when he was appointed VivUn of Dara Shikoh, and granted the title of 
Mu'tamad f£han and the rank of 1,000 with aoo horse, pp. 201, 202. 

Op. cit., p. 460. 


2 
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Our sweet-tongued custard apple went and became Mu'tamad 
Khan. He was for a long time Bakhshi of the Ahadts'. In the 9th 
year, Sulaiman Beg Fida’i Khan 2 , Bakbsbt of Prince Shah Jahan’s army, 
who had been deputed on the expedition against the Rana, died, and 
Mu'tamad Khan was appointed Bakbsbt of these forces in his place. In 
the 1 ith year, when the Prince was deputed for arranging the affairs 
in the Deccan, Mu'tamad Khan was again appointed Bakbsbt 3 of his 
forces. When F.mperor Jahangir for the first time visited the beautiful 
country of Kashmir, his great desire was to see the springs in that area. 
As at that time the Pir Panjal route was heavily covered with snow, 
and it would be difficult, in fact impossible for the army to cross by 
that route, he went by way of Pakhli and Dantur, and the coronation 
feast of the 15th year according to 1029 A.H. (1620 A.D.) was 
celebrated on the banks of the Kishenganga river. 

As all the way from this stage to Kashmir (Srinagar) is along the 
bank of Bihat (Jhelum) river 4 , and there are high mountains on both 
sides, and there arc several very difficult passes which it is not easy to 
cross, the office of management for this journey was assigned to Mu- 
‘tatnad Khan. He was instructed not to allow any of the high officers 
to pass except tor the few in attendance on the Emperor. The said 
Khan put up his camp at the foot of the pass of Bhalbas (Baliasa). It 
so happened that when Jahangir arrived near his tent, a heavy storm of 
snow and rain came on, and the Emperor becoming uneasy had to 
take shelter with the ladies of his harem in his tent. They spent the 
night in comfort there. The Emperor presented the dress he was 

1 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tazuk-i-jahang'irt , I, p. 300, 

2 The death of Fida’i Khan is recorded in the account of the yth year on 
p. 265 of the translation of Tttzuk , while Mu'tamad Khan’s appointment as 
Bakhshi of Ahadts was in the toch year. In hjbdlnJma-i-Iahdngiri, his appoint¬ 
ment in succession to Fida’i Khan is recorded on p. 76. 

3 Iqbdlnama-i-lahangin, p. 91. He was given a rank of 1,000, a robe of 
honour and an elephant. 

4 Op. fit., pp. 137-139. The increase in his rank to 1,500 with 5 °° 
horse is recotded on p. (39. After the return from Kashmir he was sent to the 
Deccan with Prince Khurram as the Bakhshi of the army, p. 176. 
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wearing to Mu‘tamad Khan, and also increased his rank to 1,500 with 
500 horse. Stranger still, though he had come unattended, as was 
necessary in a journey to Kashmir, Mu'tamad Khan had with him 
sufficient number of tents, carpets, sleeping garments, cooking utensils 
and other paraphernalia. In fact whatever was required for the royal 
suite was there and it was not necessary to borrow anything. Such an 
entertainment was provided that there was enough for everyone. God 
be praised! How fortunate it was that while holding such a junior 
rank, he had all the necessary equipment and paraphernalia so that all 
of a sudden and without any previous notice he was able to entertain 
so lavishly the Emperor of India. On the return journey from Kash¬ 
mir, he was appointed Examiner of Petitions in succession to Mir 
Jumla. As his loyalty towards Prince Shah Jahan was well known, 
he was, after the latter’s accession to the throne, granted an 

increase in rank, and admitted to a position of intimacy and trust. 
In the 2nd year, he was appointed 2nd Bakbshi' in succession 

to Islam Khan. On the death of Mir Jumla in the roth year, 
he was promoted to the high post of Mir Bakhshi 2 , and his rank 

was increased to q,ooo with 2,000 horse. In the same year at the 
request of Siv Ram Gaur’, the son of Raja BSthal Das’ brother, 

he was deputed with the said Raja to the territory of DhandSra. 
Mu‘tamad Khan arrested Indarman the landlord of the place, and 
produced him in the Court. In the 13th 4 year, 1049 A.H. (1639 
A.D.) he died. He is reputed as a historian, and from his Iqbalnd- 
ma-i-Jahdngiri 5 , which is written in a polished style, it is clear that 

1 BadshabnUma, I, pt. ii, p. 17, bill his appointment in succession to 
Islam f£han is not mentioned. 

2 Op. cit., p. 279. His rank at the end of the 10th year is noted as 
4,000 with 1,200 horse, p. 297. 

3 This appointment, however, was prior to his appointment as Mir Bakhshi, 
op. cit., p. 223. 

4 BSdskiihnSma, II, p. 168. 

5 See Ivanow, Descr. Cat. Persian Manuscripts Asiat. Soc. Bengal (1924), 
p. 45 for issues of this work, and Beni Prasad, History of fahangir , pp. 435,446 
in regard to its historical value. 
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he was not a very accomplished historian. Although he was entrust¬ 
ed with the duty of chronicling the events of the reign, he has not 
recorded any but the most essential matters, and has even abridged 
and suppressed many important occurrences. His son Dostkam reached 
the rank of 800 with 200 horse by the 30th year, and occasionally was 
deputed to act as Rakbshl of Gujarat, Kabul and Bengal. In the 7th 
year of Aurangzlb’s reign he died in Bengal. Muhammad Ashraf 
the brocher of Mu‘camad Khan built magnificent buildings in his 
fief of Lucknow, and laid the foundations of the Sara l (inn) and 
the quarter of Ashrafabad. He also laid out a garden which was a 
public resort. The day of its laying out engraved on the gate was— 
Dostan-i-Dostan : The Garden of Friends (1040 A.H.; 1630-31 
A.D.). He lived in retirement in this garden till he went to the 
Garden of Eternity. 

MU-TAQAD KHAN MIRZA MAKKI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 482-485). 

f Ic was the son of Iftikhar Khan, who in the 7th year of Jahangir’s 
reign in the campain against ‘Udiman Khfi.n LohanI performed deeds 
of great bravery and valour, and was finally killed 1 . The Mlrza also 
distinguished himself in that battle 2 . Both father and son were un¬ 
rivalled marksmen. After his father’s death, through his good 
fortune, he attached himself to the heir-apparent Shah Jahan. As a 
result of good and constant service he received royal favours, and was 
admitted to a position of intimacy and trust. It is stated that he 
was also connected with Shah by fosterage. 

1 Rogers & Beveridge's translation of Tttzuk-i-]ah 3 ngiri , I, pp. 209, 
2to. The battle took place on 121I1 March, 1612. 

2 Op, cit., p. 215. The Maatbir account does not mention his services 
under Emperor Jahangir. In the 9th year he defeated Alidad Khan Afghan and 
was rewarded with the title of Laskhar f£han, pp. 263-565. Later he was 
appointed Divan of the Deccan, p. 4 °f>. 
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When the Prince went to the Deccan for the first time for 
straightening the affairs there, Afdal Khan and Bikramajit, who were 
amongst the high officers of Shah Jahan, were deputed to bring ‘Add 
Shah of Bljapur to his senses and make him subservient to royal orders. 
The Mlrza and Jadu Das, Dlvdn'i-Buyutdt were sent to Haidarabad 
to rouse Qutb Shah, the ruler of the place, from his imprudent 
slumber, and guide him along the path of obedience. As he acted 
with great speed, he found Qutb Shall fully submissive and obedient, 
and returned with a tribute of 18 lacs of rupees 1 in the form of 
valuable jewels, noted elephants, and Qibchaq horses. After arrival 
he was greatly commended and honoured for the valuable services 
rendered by him. During the days of misfortune of the Prince, 
when as a result of the unfavourable Tontine, there seemed nothing 
left for him except to wander in desert lands, the Mlrza out of great 
regard and sincere attachment—as were incumbent on a foster-brother 
—regarding service and welfare of his patron as his best interest, never 
separated from the Prince’s stirrups. Before long a change came 
about in the affairs, and the eyelids of the garden opened on the other 
side—Shah Jahan’s springtide blossomed. In the year 1037 A.M. 
(1627 A.D.) Emperor Jahangir died, and the royal standards (of Shah 
Jahan) marching gloriously from Junair, in the Deccan, halted on 17th 
Rabi‘ II (16th December, 1627 A.D.) at Kan Kariya 2 * tank, which is 
situated outside the city of Ahmadiibad, Gujarat. The administra¬ 
tion of that Province was, as a matter of exigency, assigned to ShEr 
Khan Tunur. And although he had not yet reached the Capital, 
and his rule had not been firmly established, he raised Mu'taqad 
Khan to the rank of q.ooo' -1 with 2,000 horse, and left him with a 
force in Ahmadiibad. I11 the 2nd year, he was promoted to the post of 
Faujdar of Ajmer 4 , and later was appointed Governor of Mfdwa s . In 

1 This is mentioned in Bddshahnama , I, pt. ii, pp. 184,185, but the 
amount of the tribute is stated to be 15 lacs. 

2 Ibid, I, pi. i, p. 78. 

4 Op. cit., p, 259. 


3 Op. cit., p. 79. 
5 Op.cit „ p. 362. 
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the t^th year, the government of Malwa was assigned to Nusrat Khan 
Khan Dauriin and Mu'taqad Khan was appointed Fanjdar of the 
Capital 1 . In the same year repeated complaints were received at the 
Court against Baqir Khan, Najtn Khan II, Governor of Orissa, to the 
effect that he was maltreating the subjects. Consequently Mu'taqad 
Khan was granted an increase in his contingent of cavalry, and 
appointed Governor of Orissa. 2 

One of the strange things that is stated is that Baqir Khan had 
done certain things whereby he had acquired large sums of money, 
and if any of these transactions had been divulged, he would have 
been disgraced. He wanted to conceal them, and so collected all the 
Zamindars of the area including the Disbmukhs, Dcshpdnds, and 
leaders, whom lie suspected of intriguing, and imprisoned them. And 
out of these he put yoo to the sword. One of them escaped this 
dreadful catastrophe, and reached the Court, and presented a statement 
(tUmdr) demanding 40 lacs of rupees as due from Baqir Khan. The 
investigation of this affair was also entrusted to Mu'taqad Khan. 
It so happened that Mlrza Ahmad son-in-law of Biiqir Khan, who 
had been appointed Bahhsht of the province, was accompanying him. 
On the day when they were travelling in a boat from Alliihabad, 
Mlrza Ahmad raised the question of the tdmdr, and interrogated the 
Zammddr about it. And on the pretence of looking at it he took the 
paper from his hand, and then in a moment so smote the Zaminddr 
with his sword that his head was removed from the body and it fell 
into the river. And tearing up the tiimar lie flung it into the river. 
He said to Mu'taqad Kh an, “I have done this solely for your benefit, 
for they may as well have prepared a similar tiimar against you. 
Mu'taqad Khun approved of the action, and consequently was for 
some time in disfavour 3 at the Court. 

1 Badshanndma, I, pt. i, p. 4 2 5 ’ 2 ^P- I’p- 43 °' 431 . 

3 He was removed from Orissa in the 13th year and Shah Nawaz Khan 
succeeded him is Governor of Orissa, ISadshabniima, II, p. 183, In the 15th 
year he was appointed to Rohtas, p. 244. 
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Mu'tacjad Khan remained long in those parts, and ruled justly; 
he favoured the loyal subjeets and punished the recalcitrants. He 
then came to the Court, and, in the 19th year, was reappointed 
Governor of Orissa 1 . In the 22nd year, he was recalled to the 
Presence 2 . As A‘zam Khan, the Governor of Jaunpur, died about 
this time, Mu'taqad Khan was deputed for making a settlement of 
that Sarkar 3 . He turned back on the road to take up his new 
duties. As he was old and worn out, he, in the 25th year on 12th 
Dhul Qa'da, 1061 A.H. (17th October, 1651 A.D.) sent a represen¬ 
tation to the Emperor to the effect that he was unable to carry 
on the administration of Jaunpur. The province was accordingly 
assigned to Murad Khan Safavi, and strangely Mu'taqad Khan also 
died abouc the same time at Jaunpur 4 . 

(MIRZA) MUZAFFAR HUSAIN SAFAVI 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 296-302). 

He was the son of Sultan Husain, son of Bahrain Mlrza, son of 
Shah Isma ‘11 Safavi. When in the year 965 A.H. (155b A.D.) the 
fore of Qandahar came into the possession of Shah Tahmasp Safavi, 
lie made over that territory together with Zamln Dawar and Garnisir 
as far as the river Helmand (Hlrnand in text) to his brother’s son 
Sultan Husain Mlrza. He spent nearly twenty years in training 
under his venerable uncle, and in the year 974 A.H. (1566 A.D.) 
died during the reign of Shilh Isma ‘11 II. The Shah, though he was 
suspicious about him was also afraid of him, and so did not carry out 
his intention of putting all his cousins to death. But after he died, 
the Shah set himself to remove all his relations. Out of the five 

1 BStisbahnama, II, p. 473 ■ 

2 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 64. 3 I^hafi £han, I, p. 675, 

4 See ‘Antal Salih, III, p. 130, where his death is recorded. 

5 Blochmann, A'in I (2nd cdn.), pp. 327,328. He should not be confused 
with Muzaffar Husain Mlrza, son of Gulrukh Begam and Akbar's son-in- 
law. 



ul-Umard] Muzaffar Husain Safavl 351 

sons of the late Sultan Husain, Muhammad Husain who had gone to 
Iran, was murdered there, while Shah Qull Sultan, the Governor of 
Qandahar, was commissioned to murder the other four brothers. The 
latter sent Budagh Beg to kill these innocents. Budiigh B?g intended 
to secure some help to kill them, but their lives were saved by the 
sudden news of the death of the Shah. 

When Muhammad Khudabanda became the King of Iran, he 
made over Qandahar to Muzaffar Husain to the eldest of the brothers, 
and Zamln Dawar up to the banks of the I lelmand to Rustam Mirzii; 
the other two brothers Abu Sa‘Id Mirza and Sanjar Mirza were sent 
with him. Hamza Beg Dhul Qadar, known as the K 5 r (the Blind) 
Hamza—who had been the Vakil of Sultan Husain Mirza was 
appointed guardian of the Mlrzlts. Hamza Beg acquired such 
influence thac except for name no power was left in the hands of the 
Mlrzas. Muzaffar Husain Mirza becoming dejected determined to 
kill Hamza Beg. The latter having come to know of his design fled 
to Zamln Dawar, and taking Rustam Mirza with him returned for a 
fight. As most of the soldiers were in league with him, the Mirza, 
was defeated, and he took shelter in Qandahar. A number of Iranian 
headmen, however, intervened and peace was arranged. After three 
years the Mirza once again tried to kill Hamza Beg. He secretly 
summoned Rustam Mirza to Qandahar, and sent him to the fort of 
Qabuc which is in the Hazarajat, and appointed Muhammad B 5 g— 
who was his son-in-law, and a leader of the Bayats—with five 
hundred men to guard the place. The Mirza (Muzaffar Husain) 
intrigued with them, and after a tunc started for Sis tan. Malik 
Mahmud, the Governor of the area — who was the father-in-law of 
the Mirza—had become estranged with the Mirza after a quarrel, 
but now acted as an intermediary, and arranging a peace with Hamza 
Beg, secured firmly the Masnad of Qandahar for the Mirza. During 
this time, the Mirza, with the assistance of Muhammad Beg, whom 
he had promised the post of the Vakil , succeeded in killing Hamza 
Beg. This resulted in Rustam Mirza leading an army against Qanda¬ 
har, but on account of Malik Mahmud SlstanT rendering help (to 
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Muzaffar Husain Mirza), he was unsuccessful and returned to Zamln 
Dawar. As Muzaffar Husain Mlrza was fickle-minded, he became 
displeased with Muhammad Beg also, and hastened away to Slstan. 
He lought a battle with Malik Mahmud and was defeated. The 
Malik, however behaved with humanity, and took the Mirza to his 
house, till Muhammad Beg apologized and requested him to return to 
Qandahar. The Mirza taking advantage of an opportune moment 
killed Muhammad Beg, and consolidated his position. But Uzbeg 
Amirs of Khurasan, particularly Din Muhammad Sultan, and Baqi 
Sultan, daughter’s son of ‘Abdullah Khan the ruler of Turan—who 
had been deputed for the conquest of Khurasan—repeatedly sent forces 
to the borders of Qandahar, and fought with the Mlrza. Although 
the Uzbcgs were defeated, but no place was safe owing to their in¬ 
cursions and depredations. Most of the officers and leaders of the 
Iranians had been killed in the battles with the Uzbcgs, and the 
promised help and auxiliaries from the Shah of Iran had not arrived, 
when suddenly a critical situation was created by the report of the 
approach of the imperial troops from India. The departure of Rustam 
MTrza to India, and his being appointed as the Governor of Multan 
further increased the Mlrza’s fears. He, therefore, resolved on 
migrating to India'. Though ‘Abdullah Khan wrote him a reassuring 
letter to the effect that the enmity between the Iranians and Turanis 3 
was of long standing, he should now trust him, and on no account 
hand over his hereditary country to the Chaghta’Is, but the Mirza 
regarded this only as a clever diplomacy. Meanwhile Qara Beg 
Kurja’i 3 —an old servant of Sultan Husain Mirza flying from Muzaffar 
Husain had gone to India, and had been appointed Farrashbegi at 
Akbar's Court—was deputed to bring the Mirza, and he hurried to 

x Akbarnama, III, Text, pp. 645. 646, Beveridge's translation, III, pp. 992, 
993. See also MaHthir-ul-Umarii, pp. 434, 435 ’ In Akbarnama only 4 sons, 
instead of 5 - of Sultan Husain are mentioned. 

2 Apparently ‘Abdullah meant by the Turanis the Mughal Emperors 
of India. 

3 Akbarnama, III, Text, pp. 650, 658, translation, pp. 999, 1010. 
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Qandahar. Acting in the guise of loyalty he so prevailed upon the 
Mlrza, that he sent his mother and elder son Bahram Murza with 
apologies to India, and begged that he himself might be sent for. The 
Emperor sent orders to Shah BEg Arghun the Governor of Bangash to 
proceed by rapid marches, and take possession of the Qandahar fort, 
and to send the Mlrza (to India). When Shah Beg Khan entered 
Qandahar, the Mlrza came out with his followers and belongings, and 
though the Iranian officers and leaders had left, yet there again 
appeared a well equipped army. The Mlrza repented of his hasty 
action, and sent a message to Shah Beg Khan inviting him to come 
out of the fort and be his guest for a day so that he might be able to 
communicate something important to him. His object was to creep 
once again into the fort and make excuses to Shah Beg fOian. But 
the latter was an old experienced soldier, and did not want to make 
the project, which he had so easily completed, once again difficult of 
solution. He, therefore, excused himself by replying that as he had 
entered (the fort) at an auspicious moment, it would be improper 
again to come out. Whatever had to be said could be communicated 
by letter. The Mlrza finding himself helpless started on his march 1 
(to India). 

In the 40th year, at the end of 1003 A.H. (1595 A.D.) when he, 
with his four sons, Bahram Mlrza, Haidar Mlrza, Alqas Mlrza, and 
Tahmas (Tahmasp) Mlrza and i.ooo Qazalbash soldiers, arrived on the 
3rd stage (he was met) by Mlrza Jam Beg and Shaikh Farid Bakhsht, 
who had been deputed to welcome him. When he was three kos off, 
Mlrza ‘Aziz Koka and Zain Khan Kokaltash received him and escorted 
him to the Presence. Emperor Akbar honoured the Mlrza by calling 
him Farzand (son), gave him the rank of 5,000 and assigned to him 
the territory of Sambhal, which was larger than Qandahar*. But the 

r Mirza’s attenipc again to get possession of Qandahar by trickery from 
Shah Beg Khan is not metioned in Akbarnama, III, Text, p. 671, translation, 
p. 1030 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 671, translation, pp. 1030, 1031. The name of one 
of the sons in the text is Tahmas instead of Tahmasp. 

45 
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Mlrza, who was ignorant of the world, and lacked comprehension, 
through sloth and neglectfulness, left the affairs to avaricious and oppres¬ 
sive servants. Repeatedly the peasants complained against the assess¬ 
ments, and some traders also sent petitions. Advice had no effect, and 
Muzaffar Husain getting annoyed prayed tor leave to go on a pilgrimage 
to Hijaz. He repented of his foolish action soon after the permission 
was granted, and felt at a loose end. Emperor Akbar brought him 
out of retirement, and reinstated him in his rank, and restored his 
jdgtr 1 . In the 42nd year the Mirza’s agents again started their oppres¬ 
sive actions. The jagtr was confiscated, and a cash allowance was 
granted. The Mlrza started towards Hijaz, but returning from the 
first stage presented himself at the Court 2 . But, as his luck was 
against him, complaints against him reached the Emperor, and he fell 
from his position of trust. Every day he fell lower and lower. It is 
stated that the Mlrza was, as a result of the discordance of Fate, dis¬ 
satisfied about everything in India. Vacillating he resolved sometimes 
to go back to Iran, and sometimes to start on a pilgrimage to Hijaz. 
From grief and anger he fell ill, and died in the year 1008 3 4 A.H. 
(1599-160° A.D.). In the 4th year of Jahangir’s reign, his daughter’s 
hand was asked for by Prince Sultan Khurram 1 later known as Shah 
Jahan. This pious lady, who was known as Qandaharl Mahal, in the 
year 1020 A.H. (1611 A.D.) gave birth to Nawab Parhiz Banu 
BSgam 5 . Of his sons Bahrain Mlrza, Haidar Mirza and Isma ‘11 Mlrza 
settled down in India. Of these the biography of Mlrza Haidar is 
included in the account of his son Mlrza Naudhar 6 . 

1 AkbarnUma, III, Text, pp, 711, 712, translation, p. 1060. On this page 
he is called Muzaffar Husain Qandahari. 

2 Op. cit„ Text, p. 743, translation, p. 1111. 

3 This date is certainly incorrect. He died in the 48th year on 10th Aban, 
October, 1603, see Akbarn'ama, III, Text, p. 823, translation, p. 1234. 

4 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzuk-i-fahangiri, I, p. 159. The 
marriage is recorded on p. 180. 

5 She died in 1673 A.D., vide Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary, 

P- 3 ° 9 - 6 Maatbir-nl-Umara, Text, 111 , pp. 555 - 557 - 
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(SAIYID) MUZAEEAR KHAN BARHA AND SAIYID 
LASKHAR KHAN BARHA 
(Vol. II, pp. 465-468). 

They were the sons of Saiyid Khan Jahan Shahjahani. At the 
time of their father's death 1 the two sons, Saiyid Sher Zaman and 
Saiyid Munawwar, were both young. The elder brother Saiyid 
Mansur because of some suspicion left the Court. Emperor Shah 
jahan in view of the special regard that he had for the late Khan 
(Khan Jahan), cherished each of the two children, and granted them 
both the ranks of 1,000 foot and 250 horse. A superintendent for 
the affairs of each was officially appointed 2 3 4 . When in the 20th year, 
the royal cavalcade marched from Lahore towards Kabul, the two 
young men were left with Saiyid ‘All Khan, son-in-law of the late 
Khan Jahan, in charge of the fort of Lahore’. After his return when 
Emperor Shah Jahan started for Agra, they continued to hold the 
same charge. When, in the 22nd year, the Emperor again went to 
Kabul, the defence of the city of Lahore* was assigned to their 
charge. 

After they grew up to years of discretion, they were sent on 
campaigns. When an army under the command of Mir Jumla was 
sent, in the 30th year, on the Bijapur expedition, and Prince Muha¬ 
mmad Aurangzlb Bahadur, was appointed Viceroy of the Deccan, 
Saiyid Slier Zaman was also deputed there. The affair had not yet 
been liquidated, when Dara Shikoh prevailed upon Emperor Shah 
Jahan to recall 5 the auxiliaries. Many of the officers and Mansabdars 
returned to Upper India without the Prince’s permission, but a few of 

1 BSdshabnama, II, p. 473. His rank at his death in the 19th year was 
6.000 with 6,000 horse, p. 718. 

2 Op. cit., pp. 473, 474. 

3 Op. cit., pp. 638, 639. 

4 ‘Amal SSitb, HI, p, 72. 

5 ‘ Alamgtrn.ima , p. 29. 
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the prudent and fortunate ones sticking to the Prince’s service delayed 
their return; Slier Zaman was one of the latter. In those days the 
Prince started to make a bid for the sovereignty, and after the Nar¬ 
bada was crossed Shcr Zaman received an increase in rank and the title 
of Muzaffar 1 Khan, by which name his father was known in the 
earlier days. He fought valiantly in the vanguard in various battles 
and was the leader of the stout hearted, but after the battle against 
Shuja* — which is known as the battle of Khajuha, it has not been 
possible to trace any mention of him. His name is not mentioned 
either in the list of survivors or of the casualties. 

But Saiyid Munawwar, who was in attendance on the Emperor, 
was in the battle against Dara Shikoh, and was appointed to the left 
wing 2 3 , which consisted mostly of Saiyids and the men of the bodyguard. 
During the reign of Emperor Aurangzib he had the title of Khan 
and was appointed to the Deccan. In company with Raja Jai Singh, 
who rendered excellent service in the expedition -1 against Sivaji, and 
the attacks on the Bijapur territory, he often successfully fought with 
the enemy. After returning to the Court, in the 10th year he was 
included among the officers of Prince Muhammad Mu'azzam who had 
been appointed Viceroy of the Deccan. Later after his return to the 
Court, in the 12th year he was nominated as the Faujdar of Gwalior. 
In the 21 st year, be became, in succession to Subhkaran Bundela, 
Faujdar of Ratha, Mahoba and Jalalpur Khandusa 4 5 . For a time he 
was Governor of Agra, but on account of thefts and robberies in the 
city, he was held responsible for the maladministration and dismissed. 
Then he was deputed to look after Biuhanpur 1 , and afterwards was 
granted the title of Lashkar Khan. In the 32nd year, he was appoin¬ 
ted Governor of Bijapur 6 in succession to Saiyid ‘Abdulla Khan 

1 Op. cit., pp. 47, 54. 

2 Op. cit., p. 96. 

3 Op. cit., pp. 891, 988. 

4 Aiaathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 163. 

5 Op. cit., p, 220. 

6 Op. at., p. 314. 



ul-Umara] Muzaffar Khan Mir ‘Abdur Razziiq Ma'muri 357 

Barha. His son Wajlh-ud-Din was appointed commandant of the 
citadel there. It so happened that of the Sardars of Ram Raja (Raja 
Ram) whom Saiyid ‘Abdullah had cleverly seized while he was the 
Governor, and who were, according to orders, imprisoned in the 
citadel—Hindu Ra’o, Bahrji, and some ocher leaders escaped one night 
in a manner which could only be explained on the supposition of 
connivance of tire guards. The said Khan and his son were censured 
and degraded from their ranks*. Later he was appointed to the 
Gingee (Chcnche in text) campaign. Though he had not an equipment 
worth of his name and reputation, and Ins contingent ( sihbandt ) was 
always in distress, he indebted himself (lit. made his shoulders heavy) 
by taking advances of pay from the royal exchequer, but he was not 
wichout arrogance. On the day, when Prince Muhammad Kam 
Bakhsh with Juinlat-ul-Mulk Asad Khan reached the environs of 
Gingee, Dhulfiqar Khan Nusrat Jang, who had already bec-n conduct¬ 
ing the siege, went forward to welcome them. The Prince took his 
seat in the hall of audience, and gave permission to Jumlat-ul-Mulk, 
Nusrat Jang, and Sarfaraz Khan DeccanI to be seated. The Khan 
expected to be treated as equal in rank to Nusrat Jang, but when the 
unexpected happened, he became displeased and left the hall of 
audience 2 , and did not return. It has not been possible to trace the 
year of his death. 

MUZAFFAR KHAN MIR -ABDUR RAZZAQ MA-MORl 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 376-379). 

He was a true Saiyid of Ma'miirabad, which was a village in holy 
Najf (Arabia). His ancestors had migrated to India. The Mir in 
regard to his knowledge and ability was one of the foremost of the 
age. In the reign of Akbar, through good fortune, he was appointed 
Bakbsbi of the Bengal army. When Raja Man Singh Kachhwaha, 
who was the Governor of the province, was deputed with Prince Sultan 


1 


Aiaatliir i-'Alamgtri, pp. 328, 329. 


2 


Of. cit., p. 356. 
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Salim on the expedition against Rana Slsodla, he unwisely left the 
affairs of that area in charge of his young grandsons. In the 45th 
year, the sedition-mongers of the province made the son of Qutlu 
LohanI—who was one of the leading men of that territory — the ins¬ 
trument of strife, and stirred up disturbances. The Raja’s men led 
their forces against them several times, but were defeated. The Mir 
was made a prisoner during these skirmishes. At the same time the 
Prince (Salim) presumptuously rushed away to Allahabad and settled 
there. The Raja taking permission started to punish the Bengal 
rebels. A battle took place near Sherpur, and the enemy were defeat¬ 
ed. In the battle the Mir was found with a collar round his neck, 
and chains on his legs and arms. In this condition he was seated on 
an elephant, and a person had been deputed to kill him in case of a 
defeat. Suddenly during chc tumult his executioner was shot dead, 
and the Mlr’s life was saved 1 . Afterwards, he went to the Court, 
and received royal favours. 

As previously the Mir had left the Prince’s forces without permis¬ 
sion, and had received favours on arriving at the Court, and later been 
appointed as Bakhshi of Bengal, the Prince was displeased and even 
annoyed with him. After Jahangir ascended the throne, he very 
generously pardoned his offences, and confirmed him in his rank 2 . 
He granted him the title of Muzaffar Khan, and appointed him 2nd 
Bakhshi of Khwaja Jahan’s expedition. In this service the Mir gained 
a reputation for his good nature and greatness. 

When after the death of Mlrza GhazI B5g Tarkhan the province 
of Tatta (Sind) came into the royal hands, Mlrza Rustam Safavl was 
appointed Governor of the area, and Muzaffar Mian was deputed to 
make a permanent settlement of its revenue. He by his skill and good 

1 See AkbarnSma, III, Text, p. 784, Beveridge’s translation. Ill, p. 1174 
from where the account of ‘Abdur Razzaq, the Bakhshi of the Bengal army is 
taken. 

2 Rogers & Beveridge's translation of Tuzuk-i-Jahangtri , I, p. 13. He was 
later appointed the Bakhshi of Prince Parviz, p. 16, and afterwards Bakhshi at 
headquarters, p. 82. 
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judgment fixed the revenue on the basis of the past and current 
produce, and fixing grants of land for the Mirza and his dependants 
returned. In the end of Jahangir’s reign he was appointed to the 
high post of the Governor of Malwa. When after Jahangir’s death, 
Shah Jahan, on account of the insincerity and disloyalty of Khan 
Jahiin Lodi, Governor of the Deccan, proceeded from Junair to the 
Capital via Ahmadabad (Gujarat), it was reported that Shah Jahan 
from Gujarat would attack Mandu, where Khan Jahan’s treasure and 
most of his property were stored. Khan Jahan left his sons with Sikan- 
dar DotanI at Burhanpur, and himself with a number of royal servants 
came to Mandu, and seized Malwa 1 2 from Muzaffar Khan. When 
Shah Jahan ascended the throne, the governorship of Malwa in 
succession to Muzaffar Khiin 3 4 was assigned to Khan Zaman, the son 
of Mahabat Khan, and no favour whatsoever was shown to Muzaffar 
fChiln. He lived in retirement in the Capital, and was included in 
the reserve detachments 3 . After a time he died. 

MUZAFFAR KHAN TURBATI 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 221-227). 

His name was Khwaja Muzaffar ‘All, and he was the Divan of 
Bairatn Khan. When the latter during the period of his fall of power 
proceeded from Blkanlr towards the Panjab, he left Mirza ‘Abdur 
Rahim, his three year old son, with the rest of his family and goods in 
the Tarhind (Tabarhinda or Bhatinda) fort, which was the fief of Sher 
Muhammad Dlwana—an old servant whom he had favoured. That 
ingrate took possession of the properties, and insulted the dependants 
of the Khan in various ways. Bairam Khan sent the Khwaja from 
Dlpulpur to pacify and conciliate Slier Muhammad, but that impudent, 

1 BidshSbnSma, I, pt. i, p. 76. 

2 Op. cit., p. 126. 

3 Op. cit., p. 4 ^ 7 - 

4 Blochmann, .i‘in I (2ml edn.), pp. 373-375. 
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ungraceful person imprisoned the Khwaja and sent him to the Court 1 . 
Though some of the high officials of the State put forward arguments 
and for various reasons urged that lie should be put to death, Emperor 
Akbar out of clemency and in view of his capabilities granted him his 
life. For a time he was the Collector of the pargana of Pasrur 2 . As a 
reward for his careful work he was exalted to the post of the Divdn-i- 
Buyutat (Master of che Household etc.). 

As his abilities and high merits impressed the Emperor, he was 
appointed Divan and granted the title of Muzaffar Khan. In the 1 ith 
year, he abolished the fama'-i-Raqmi (cash assessment) of the empire, 
which had been in force during Bairam Khan’s regime, and according 
to which owing to the large number of men [kathrat-i-mardum , i.e., 
the fiefholders) and the smallness of the territory, the revenue for 
mere show ( bard’i mazid i ' tibdr ) was increased only in name (ba-nam 
afzuda). He replaced it by a rent roll in accordance with his own 
judgment and on the returns of Qdniingds (this was called Jama'-hdl-i - 
basil or the assessment of che actual current income). Though in 
reality it was not in accordance with the amount of the current pro¬ 
duce, yet in comparison with the earlier assessment it would not be 
far wrong to designate it a true hdl-i-hdsil. As the regulation for the 
branding ( A'in-i-Dagb ) of the horses was not yet in force, Muzaffar 
Khan fixed the number of men which the officers and royal servants 
should entertain. The soldiers fixed for the officers were divided into 
three classes: the first received 48,000 dams a year, the second 32,000 
and the third 24,00c 3 . In the 12th year, it was reported to the 
Emperor that Muzaffar Khan had become infatuated with a smooth¬ 
faced boy named Qutb Khan. As this disgraceful act was highly 

1 Akbamama, II, Text, p. 109, Beveridge’s translation, II, pp. 166, 167. 

2 Op. cit., Text, pp. 197, 158, translation, pp. 305-307 where his earlier 
appointments as Collector of Pasrur in Sialkot District, Punjab, and as Divdn-i- 
Buyiitat are also mentioned. 

3 for an account of Muzaffar Khan's revenue arrangements and classifica¬ 
tion of officers see Akbarnama, 11 , Text, p. 270, translation, pp. 302, 403 and 
Beveridge’s valuable footnotes on the two pages. 
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distasteful to the Emperor, he ordered that the boy should be kept in 
custody separate from Muzaffar Khan. The Khan becoming despo- 
dent assumed the garb of a mendicant, and took to the desert. The 
Emperor out of great kindness and regard that he had for him, 
restored his beloved to him 1 2 . I11 the 17th year, one day the game of 
Cbaupar was being played in the Emperor’s presence. Muzaffar Khan 
losing control on account of his heavy losses behaved in an uncouth 
manner. Akbar degraded him from his position of trust, and ordered 
him off to Mecca 3 4 5 6 . Wise rulers judge men’s nature by their behaviour 
in games and trifles. Outwardly they keep them in a playful mood, 
but in reality they are testing them. It is, therefore, essential for 
courtiers, both while at work and in play, never to ignore the rules of 
respect and obedience, and a close study of the dispositions of their 
superiors, who are easily offended, must be regarded as a matter of 
paramount importance in all their dealings. 

Finally, however, Emperor Akbar because of Ins valuable services 
recalled 3 him. He paid his respects while the Emperor was besieging 
Surat, and in the 18th year was sent off from Ahmadabad to govern 
Sarangpur in Malwa*. And in the same year, 981 A.H. (1573 A.D.), 
he was summoned to the Presence, and was appointed to the high 
office of the Vakil*, and granted the title of Jumlat-ul-Mulk. The 
bridle of the management of the affairs of the four dangs of India (the 
entire Mughal Empire) was put into his hands. But he again through 
some of his actions incurred the Emperor’s displeasure, and so lost his 
office 0 . At the time when the Emperor was returning from Patna, 
and a force had been deputed for the reduction of the Rohtas fort, be 
without being permitted to pay his respect, was appointed an auxiliary. 

1 AkbarnTima, II, Text, p. 286, translation, p. 427. 

2 Op. cit.,Text, p. 368, translation, pp. 534, 535- 

3 Akbarnamii, III, Text, p. 6, translation, p. 9. His arrival at Surat is 
recorded on text, p. 27, translation, p. 36, 

4 Op. cit.. Text, p. 33, translation, p. 48. 

5 Op. at., Text, pp. 67, 68, translation, pp, 93, 94. 

6 Op. cit., Text, p. 86, translation, p. 120. 
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In those parts he judiciously and zealously performed deeds of valour, 
in company with Khwaja Shams-ud-Dln Khwafi who also had been 
deputed there. Having repeatedly chastised the rebels and sedition- 
mongers, he again freed Hajlpur of which the Afghans had taken 
possession. As a reward for these valuable services, he was, in the 
20th year, appointed to guard the country (Bihar) from the Chausa 
ferry to Garhl 1 . 

It is stated that after the taking of Hajlpur—which increased his 
reputation materially—news was received that the rebel Afghans had 
collected on the other side of the old Gandak, and were planning to 
create a disturbance. Muzaffar Khan determined to put them down, 
and encamped near that river. He himself with a few men wenc to 
explore the depth of the river, and to find some ford. Suddenly some 
forty horsemen of the enemy were seen on the other bank. Muzaffar 
Khan directed Khwaja Shams-ud-Dln and ‘Arab Bahadur to cross the 
stream at a distance and punish these careless people. The latter 
getting news of this manoeuvre, sent word for reinforcements. But 
as soon as they saw the Khwaja, they turned their reins and galloped 
away. Muzaffar Khan in his impetuosity after crossing the river 
joined the Khwaja, Suddenly the rebel reinforcements arrived, and 
the horsemen turned. The few men who were with the Khan, got 
scattered, and plunged into the water and were drowned. Muzaffar 
Khan also nearly perished in the river, but Klnvaja Shams-ud-Dln 
seized his rein and took him off to the hill country, and quickly sent 
word to the Camp in the hope that someone would come to their 
rescue. The Khwaja and ‘Arab Bahadur kept back the enemy—who 
had not given up the pursuit—by shooting arrows, but the position 
for Muzaffar Khan became critical. 

When a report was spread in the Camp that Muzaffar Khan had 
been killed, everyone thought of retiring from the place. Meanwhile 
the fast-footed courtier arrived asking for reinforcements. Khuda Dad 
Barlas and others with 300 brave men crossed the river. As the 


1 ALL/tirutimii, III. Text, p. 142, translation, p. 200. 
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enemy had already been tired out by their exertions they lost heart on 
the arrival of the reinforcements, and tools to flight. Muzaffar Khan 
had a new life and started in their pursuit. Next day he attacked 
their camp, and took much booty 1 . In the 22nd year, he paid bis 
respects at the Court, and was employed in the business of the .State. 
Raja Todar Mai and Khwaja Shah Mausftr Vaztr y carried out the 
financial and administrative work in consultation with him*. When 
Kl lan ]ahan Governor of Bengal died, Muzaffar Khan was sent off to 
administer that extensive province. In the 25th year 3 Khwaja Shah 
Mansur with a view to effect economy found as a result of searching 
enquiries that large amounts were due from the officers of Bengal and 
Bihar, and set about realizing them. On this account Ma'sfim Khan 
Kabuli and other fief-holdcrs of Bihar raised the standard of rebellion. 
Muzaffar Khan—who combined collectorship with administration— 
though he heard of the disturbances in Bihar, carried on in Bengal 
the same inconsiderate demands from the ficf-holdcrs. He sent out 
bailiffs, and put the fief-holders into difficulties 1 . The officers because 
of bis harsh and inconsiderate measures became offended, and Baba 
Khan Qaqshal combined with the other fief-holders of Bengal and 
rebelled. They fought several times and were defeated. At length 
they made supplications, but Muzaffar Khan became more headstrong. 
Finally the Bihar rebels joined them, and together they renewed the 
strife. They encamped opposite Muzaffar Khan, and there were 
fights every day in which the imperialists were always successful. 
Consequently the rebels were helpless and wanted to retire towards 
Orissa. At this stage some disloyal vagabonds deserted from the royal 
army and joined the rebels. This move resulted in Muzaffar Khan 
losing the thread of his plan. Though people said to him that he 
should not be disturbed because of these deserters, as he held the upper 
hand he should keep up his battle array, but, as he had lost heart, he 

1 Akbamama , III, Text, pp. 137-140, translation, pp. 194-198. 

2 Of. cit.. Text, p. 215, translation, p. 303. 

3 Of. cit., Text, pp. 315, 316, translation, pp. 461, 462. 

4 Of. cit., Text, p. 290, translation, pp. 4 2 7 - 4 2 8 : 
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did not listen to them. And when the leaders lose courage, what can 
be expected from the followers? They dispersed. Stranger still, the 
enemy had also lost heart, and were wondering how they would be 
able to contend Muzaffar Khan, when suddenly the general preferring 
rotten life to a brave death retired to the fortified city of Tfmda. The 
rebels thus emboldened sent a message demanding full pardon, per¬ 
mission to go on pilgrimage to Hijaz and restoration of one-third of 
their property. Meanwhile Mirza Sharaf-ud-Dln Husain escaped 
from his custody, and informed the rebels of the perturbation of 
Muzaffar Khan. They became emboldened afresh, and entered the 
fort. Muzaffar Khan, and his slaves prepared to sacrifice their lives, 
but they were captured, and he was put to death in the month 1 2 3 of 
Rabi‘ 1 , 988 A. H. (April-May, 1580 A. D.). The chief mosque* of 
Agra near the katra of Miyiin Rafiq was built by Muzaffar Klian. 

NAJABAT KHAN MIRZA SHUJA- 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 821-828). 

He was the third son of Mirza Shah Rukh®, the Governor of 
Badakhshan. He was distinguished above his brothers both for his 
bravery and reputation. He was born in India during the reign of 
Jahangir 4 . Although, owing to his being in collusion with his other 

1 Akbarnlima, III, Text, pp. 299-304, translation, pp. 442-449. According 
to Beveridge, he was killed about 19th April, 1580. 

2 The Masjid )iima‘ of the text is not what is now known as the Jama* 
Mosque of Agra. That was built by F.mperor Shah Jalifm in 1644 in honour 
of his daughter Julian Ara. The expression jama' Alasjid in the text apparently 
means a public mosque. According to Blochmann, op. cit., p. 375, this 
mosque was in ruins, and was known as Nawiib Muzaffar Khan ki Alasjid or 
Kith Alasjid. 

3 For an account of liis life see Blochmanu’s translation of the Ain, 1 (and 
cdn.), pp. 326, 327. Mirza Bad'i*-uz-Zaman mentioned later was the 4th son of 
Mirza Shall Rukh, and Blochmann describes him as "a bundle of wicked bones” 
who was murdered by his brothers in Paran (Gujarat). 

4 This is probably a mistake for Akbar, as he was imprisoned in the 1 Sell 
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brothers in the killing of his elder brother BadP-uz-Zaman—who was 
a personification of wickedness and oppression—he was imprisoned, 
yet he later received royal favours, and performing loyal and good 
services rose to high office. In the 3rd year 1 of Shah Jahan’s reign he 
was granted the title of Najabat Khan and the rank of 2,000, and 
was made the Fattjddr of Kol (‘Aligarh). In the 4th year 3 his rank 
was increased and he was exalted by the present of drums, and 
appointed as the Fatijddr of Multan which formed a part of the fief of 
Yamin-ud-Daulah. Afterwards he was made Fattjddr of the Daman-i- 
Koh Kaingra, and having performed his duties satisfactorily his rank 
was increased to 3,000 with 2,000 horse. He undertook 3 the Sri¬ 
nagar (Garhwal) campaign, engaging that he would either conquer the 
country or levy a proper contribution from the rulers thereof and 
present it to the royal exchequer. An auxiliary force of 2,000 horse 
was assigned to him. 

It is stated that when Saharanpur and Mirath (Meerut) were in 
his charge, the Raja 4 of Srinagar—who was the greatest of the hill 

year of Jahangir’s reign— vide Rogers & Beveridge, Memoirs of jabdngir, II, p. 
According to Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 cdn.), p. 289, he 
was born on 25th November 1603 A.D., which would lie during Akbar’s time. 

1 See Btidshahndma, I, pt. i, p. 292. Tire increased rank is given there 
as 2,000 with 800 horse. Kul, Kdl or Koil is the Sarkdr of Kol in Jarrett’s 
translation of A in, II. p. 186. It is the present day Aligarh in the United 
Provinces. 

2 See BdJshabnama, I, pt i, p. 372. He was removed from this office in 
the 3th year, op. cit .. p. 428. 

3 The account of the Srinagar campaign is taken from Khali Kh 3 n, I, pp. 
505,506 or from Badshahnama, I, pt. ii. pp. 90.93. For another version see 
Irvine, Storia do Mogor, I, pp. 219, 216 (1907), according to which the Rana 
of Srinagar was styled Nak-kati-ram or Cut-nose by Shall Jahan as he spared 
the lives of the soldiers of Najabat Khan on the condition that their noses must 
lie cut off. The general Najabat Khan is also stated to have had his nose cut 
off. See also Saksena, History of Sbahjaban, p. 123, and Sirmitr State 
Gazetteer, pt. A, p. 13 (1939). 

4 The Raja h later styled Zamhular. 
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rajahs and whose country was extensive and had gold mines—died. 
His wile, in concert with Dost BSg Mughal—who had control from 
the time o£ the Raja—became all powerful. Whoever did not obey 
her had his nose cut off, and so she was known as the Nak-katl Ranh 
Some short-sighted scoundrels represented to Najabat Khan that as 
Mlrza Mughal, the former Krorl of the district, had taken Kllagarhl 1 2 3 
which belonged to the Raja, and had established a royal rhana there. 
If he still existed the entire country might be conquered. What 
power had a woman to resist you? The inexperienced Khan’s vanity 
became excited, and in the qth year (of Shah Jahan’s reign) he pro¬ 
ceeded against the country. After taking strong fortifications such as 
Shenrarh—which the Zam'inddr of Srinagar had built on the borders 
of his dominion on the bank of the Jumna—and the fort of Kanl a 
which formerly belonged to the Zamlndar of Sirmur'’, he made them 
over to the Zamindar (of Sirmur). He also took the fort of Nanur(?). 
Near Hardawar he crossed the Ganges. Though the ruler of the 
country had assembled a large force of infantry, had closed the mouths 
of the passes, and had erected barriers of stone and lime in the narrows 
of the river, the audacious Khan forced his way through against all 
odds. When he arrived within thirty kos of Srinagar, the ruler be¬ 
coming frightened, offered allegiance and sending his agent promised 
to pay a tribute of ten lacs of rupees. He was allowed a fortnight for 
fulfilling his promise. Having protracted matters by various pretexts 
for a month and a half he produced only a lac of rupees. The in¬ 
experienced general elated at his successes did not attach much import¬ 
ance to the delay, till at length the dearth of provisions became so acute 
that his men were left without any food. As the hillmen had closed 

1 According to Walton’s Gazetteer of Debra Dim,p. 171 (1911), Kiligarh, 
“which may be identified with Kaulagir”, a village near Dehradiin. 

2 Kalsi or Kalpi according to the Gazetteer of Sirmur, p. 13. 

3 The Raja of Sirmur at the time was Mandhata Parkash who reigned from 
1630-1653, vide Gazetteer of Sirmur, p. 11. Nanur is Santflr in Badsbahnama, 
and also in Ma 3 thir-til-Umttrd, Text, III, p. 96. 
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the roads, anyone who went for obtaining supplies was cut off and 
killed. When things came to an extremity (lit. when life was en¬ 
dangered and knife reached the bone), and the robbers surrounded the 
army, the young Khan awoke from his sleep of neglect, and realized 
that there was no other course left except to retreat. Consequently 
he commenced to march back. Some proud spirits refused to retreat 
and were killed fighting. Many men dismounted in the hope of 
saving their lives, and wandered away; most of them were lost 
Najabat Khan after encountering great difficulties emerged from the 
hills on foot, and after twenty days, during which he staved off hunger 
by eating leaves, he emerged near Sambhal 1 . As a punishment for 
his mismanagement he was for a time deprived of his rank and fief 2 . 
Afterwards he was reinstated in his rank, and finally appointed 3 
Governor of Multan in place of Qulij Khan. In the 13th year, when 
the country of Chaki 1 including Man’, Nurpfir, Tariigarh and Paithan 
was taken, it was made over 3 to Najabat Khan. In the 23rd year 
after returning from the Qandahar he was raised to the high rank of 
3,000, and he always rendered good service. 

Towards the end of Shah Jahan’s reign" he was attached to the 
troops of the Prince (Aurangzlb) which had been assined to the ex- 


! Sanhhal in text, but more correctly Sa1uhl1.1l. It is probably Sambhal 
in Moradabad District situated at N. and 7b 34 H., sonic 23 miles 

south-east of Moradabad. 

2 Mirza Khan son of Shah Namaz Kluu succeeded Najabat Klum as the 
Fattjdar of Daman-i-Koh-Kangra, see Badshahnatna , I, pt. ii, p. 93. 

3 In 1049 A. Id. (1639-40 A. D.) i2ih year of Shah Jahan’s reign his 
appointment as Governor of Multan in succession to \usuf Muhammad Mian 
Tashkaudi is mentioned, sec BaJsbTibnama, II, p. 135. 

4 Chakta and Chakna in the text, but river Chaki in Badsbabiianut, II, 
p. 262. which is correct (see K,nigra Gazetteer, p, 1 r, 1906), Mari', Nurpur, 
Taragnr are all in Kangra, bur Paithan is Pathankot in the Gurdaspiir District, 
Panjab, west of Nurpir, see the Gazetteer cited p. 2fir. 

5 Badshabnama, II, p. 278 

6 See Irvine, Stoiia do Mogor, I, p. 239, This was in 1657 A.D. 
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pedition against Bijapur. During these days as a result o£ the sudden 
illness 1 of the King commotions sprang up on all sides. At the 
summons of the heir-apparent Muhammad Dara Shikoh the officers 
attached to the Deccan army started for the Court. No ollicer, who 
remained with Prince Muhammad Aurangzib, was of a higher rank 
than that of Najabat Khan 3 . As the Prince (Aurangzib) decided to 
make a bid for the sovereignty, (Najabat Khan) became his principal 
councillor. He was raised to the rank of 7,000 with 7,000 horse, 
and in the beginning of Jummada 1, 1068 A.H. (January, 1658 A.D ) 
he was sent off in advance with Prince Muhammad Sultan from 
Aurangabad' 1 . In the battle 4 with Maharaja Jaswant (Singh), 
Najabat Khan, who was in Sultan Muhammad’s vanguard and had 
command of its left wing, distinguished himseif by his gallant deeds. 
He was granted a reward of a lac of rupees, and the high title of 
Khan Khanan Bahadur Sipiih Salar. But as Najabat Khan was inde¬ 
pendent and insolent, the favours shown made him arrogant, and in 
displaying his greatness he behaved haughtily towards his master. 
Princes are generally of a jealous temperament, and this was specially 
the case with ‘Alamglr Badshah—as is clear from his treatment of his 
father and brothers. He did not like that anyone should give himself 
airs, and so could not endure Najabat Klian’s presumption. Some- 

1 Sir J.idiumh Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, 1 , pp. 276, 277, av.d 
Iianarsi Prasad, History of Shabjaban, p. 321. The date in both works is given 
as 6th September, but it should be 17th September 1657. 

2 In 'Jlamgirnama, p. 29, the names of three officers who remained 
with Aurangzib are given, but it is not stated that Najabat Khan was the 
officer of the highest rank among them; also see p. 570, where it is stated 
that none of the senior officers except for Mu'azzatu £han and Najabat Khan 
remained in the Deccan. 

3 ‘Alamgirniima, p. 42. 1 he increase in rank is not mentioned, hut it 

is stated that he was granted a bbil'at, a horse with gold trappings and an 
elephant. 

4 battle of Dharm.it, 26th April 163b. See ‘ALimgtrmma , pp, 59-75, 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s History of Aurangzib, 1 , pp. 348.364, and Irvine, 
Storia do Mogor , I, pp. 239,260. 
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thing happened afeer the accession which brought the matters to a 
crisis. During the pursuit of of Dura Shikoh while the victorious 
standards (of Aurangzlb) were encamped at Delhi, Najabat Khan for 
some reason, arising out of his unaccommodating temper, shut himself 
up in his quarters. Khuld Makan (Aurangzlb) sent Mir Abul Fadl 
Ma ‘muri—who was an old servant and had been granted the title of 
Ma'mur Khan', and who was also on very good terms with Najabat 
Khan—to advise him and convey certain messages to him. The Mir 
cried his best by friendly councels to clear the misunderstanding that 
had taken a hold in the mind of Najabat Khan, but did not succeed, 
and the latter arrogantly started making insolent remarks against the 
Emperor. The latter out of courtesy and regard for being true to the 
salt (of his master) rose up to depart. This mad man (Najabat Khan), 
whose brain was like a wasp’s nest full of thousand follies, afraid lest 
he might expose him, took up his sword which was lying on the 
Masnad, and struck Ma'mur Khan such a blow on the back of his 
neck that it cut the poor Saiyid into two 1 2 3 . For this serious trim: 
he was deprived of his rank, jdglr, and his high title which had made 
him so proud. After the return from Multan, when Delhi again 

1 ‘Alamgtrndma, p. 75> where it is recorded that lie was granted a special 
kliil'at, two elephants, a lac of rupees and the title of F£l>an Khan an Stpah Sdliir. 
In the Biography ol Ma'mur Khan Mir Abul Fadl Ma'inuri (Madthir-ul-U mura, 
Text, III, p. 505) the reward is correctly given as two lacs of rupees. 

2 There is a different version of it in the account of Ma'mur f£han Mir 
Abiil Fadl Ma'mihi (Madthir-ul'Umarii, Text, 111 , pp. 5 ° 5 , 5°6). See Khafi 
Khan, II, pp. 46, according to this author the murder took place in 1069 
A.H. (December 1658 A.D.) on Aurungzib's return from Muttra, but in the 
MadtJnr-ul-Umard, both in this biography and in the account of Ma'mur Jshan. 
it is about the time of Aurangzib’s first coronation on 1st August, 1658. The 
date is given as 2nd August in Dow’s History of llmttoslan. III, p. 259 (1772), 
and 21 st July in Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangztb, II, p. 44 b (1925), 
and Ishwari Prasad, Short History of Muslim Rule in India, p. 586 (1939); the 
dates in the latter work are in the Old Style or unreformed calendar apparently 

taken from Sir Jadunath’s work and to convert them to the New Style 11 days 
must be added. 
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became the headquarters, he was again admitted to the Court at the 
recommendations of Amir Khan 1 the brother of Shaikh Mir. On 
the occasion of celebrations for the 3rd anniversary of the accession, 
Najabat Khan, who up to that time used to come to the Presence 
unarmed, was presented a sword". In the 5th year 3 the rank of 
5,000 with q,ooo horse, and his original title were restored. In the 
6th year' 1 Ja‘far Khan, the governor of Malwa was summoned to the 
Court for appointment as the Vazir , and Najabat Khan was assigned 
those vast dominions. There he died in the 7th year 3 of the reign. 
In bravery, manliness and courage he was unique of the age. He had 
select men under him. Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb on the return 
journey to Upper India (from the Deccan) to contest his claims for the 
sovereignty often took his advice. As he was a tried soldier with a 
good following, the Prince took good care of him and treated him 
with great courtesy and regard. It is stated that when after the battle 
with Maharaja Jaswant (Singh) the Prince was proceeding to Agra, 
Dari Shikoh was preparing to oppose him, Shah Jahftn 0 said that the 
last course appeared to he that he (Shah Jahan) should go into the 
field personally. Most probably there would then be no fighting 
as most of Aurangzlb's companions were government servants, and 
under those circumstances they would not' obey Aurangzlb’s behests. 
Further, the royal servants with Dini Shikoh would be more zealous 
than hitherto in Shah Jahan’s presence. When this news was received 
in letters from Agra by the Prince (Aurangzlb), he taking these letters 
went in an agitated state to the house of Najabat Khan, and asked for 
his advice, Najabat Khin represented that it was time for Ins seista, 
and requested the Prince also to rest there likewise. So the Prmce 

1 ‘ Alamgirndma, p. 230. 

2 Op. cit., p. 564- 

3 Op. til., p. 762. 

4 Op. cit., p. 837. 

5 Op. tit., p. 873. 

6 Sir Jadimatli Sarkar, History of Attraugzib, I], pp. 378, 379 and foot¬ 


note. 
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sat down and waited. Najabac Khan after his rest took his usual 
bang-water (bhang), and he coming intoxicated returned to the Prince. 
On hearing the proposal he said, “Considering you to be a man of 
determination I have made up my mind to quarrel with my master 
(Shah Jahan). Now the affair is in your hands. When I am excited, 
I will even cross swords with the Lord of the Universe (Jahangir). 
Come what may!” The Prince was reassured, and praised him for 
his firm determination. He had good sons 1 ; some of them have been 
noticed in this work. 

NAJIB-UD-DAULAII NAJIB KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 865-S68) 2 . 

He was an Afghan. Orignally he was a Jama'dar 3 . During the 
days when a contest was going on between GhazI-ud-Dln Khan ‘Imad- 
ul-Mulk 4 5 * * and Abul Mansur Khan 8 , he took up service under Ghazi- 

1 One of his sons Najabat Khan who was the Fattjdar of Malkhcr and 
later of Surat is mentioned in Irvine’s Storia Jo Mogor , III, p, 490. A biogra¬ 
phy of his sister's son Sarbuland Khan Klnw.ija Rahman Ullah is published in 
Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 477 - 479 - 

2 This is a very incomplete biography of a very important personality of 
the times, particularly as almost half of it is devoted to an account of his son 
Dabita K]}an. Beale’s account in Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 edn.), 
pp. 289,290, is much more detailed. Reference may also be made to Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, Vols. I, II, His character is summed up in 
Vol. II, pp. 5 1 5 . 5 i 6 . H is life by Nur-ud-Din Husain translated by Sir Jadu¬ 
nath Sarkar was published in Indian Hist. Quart, and Islamic Culture (1933). 

3 For ]ama‘dar see Irvine, Army of the Indian Mughuls, p. 183. He was 
a party leader of a lower rank than the Tumandar. 

4 For his life sec Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 edn.), p. 
143, Irvine, Journal As. Soc. Bengal, p. iaSctseq. (1879), Maathir-ul-U mara, 
Text, II, pp. 847-856 and Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, pp. 674-678. 

5 For his life sec Beale, op. tit., p. 341, and Maathir-ul-U mara, Tcxc, I, pp. 

365-368, and Beveridge's translation, pp. 137-140. Beale states that his proper 

name was Muqim and surname Mansur ‘All Khan, while in the Maathir his 

name is given only as Abul Mansur Khan. 
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ud-Din Khan, and by frequently attending the royal Darbar improved 
his bearings. Through ‘Imad-ul-Mulk’s intercession he was raised to 
the rank of 7,000 and granted the title of Najib-ud-Daulah Bahadur 
Thabit Jang. When the Shah Durrani came in 1170A.H. (1757 
A.D.), he had an interview with him in the Capital, and being of 
the same tribe became very powerful, so much so that he was a rival 
even of the Amlr-ul-Umara and the ‘Imad-ul-Mulk 1 . 

When ‘Imad-ul-Mulk after leaving Fnrrukhabad summoned Raghu- 
nath Rao and Malhar Rao Holkar from the Deccan, and with them 
besieged Delhi, Najib-ud-Daulah started negotiations with Holkar, 
and coming out with his bag and baggage went over to his estates on 
the other side of the Jamnii 2 . There Dattii Sindiah besieged him in 
1173 A.H. (1759 A.D.) at Shakartal, and had reduced him to extre¬ 
mities when he was relieved 3 by the help of Shuju'-ud-Daulah" 1 . 
During this time when the Shah Durrani came, Najib-ud-Daulah was 
in the van of the Shah’s army. He attacked Sadnshiv Rao Bhati, and 
performed valiant deeds. Later when the sovereignty was assigned to 
Shah ‘Alam Bahadur, and the Shah Durrani returned to his country, 
he was confirmed as the Amir-ul-Umara. In the year 1179 A.H. 
(1765-66 A.D.) he ably opposed Jawahir Singh Jat, son of Suraj Mai, 
who had advanced towards Shfihjahanfibad to avenge his father 3 . He 
(Najib-ud-Daulah) made Mlrza Jawfm Bakht the instrument of his 
authority, and remained in the Capital and in possession of full power 0 . 
Much of the Miyiin (Gangetic) Diiiib constituted his fief. He died in 
1185 A.H. 7 (1771 A.D.). 

1 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal tmpirr, II, pp. i^o, 141. 

2 Sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 152, 153. 

3 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 207-7.12. 

4 For his account see Maalhir-ul-U mara, Text, II, pp. 715-722. 

5 For a good account of the Jats and Jawahir Singh’s attack on Delhi see 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 417-468. 

6 This is scarcely correct. Ahmad Shah 'Abdali when returning to Kabul, 
placed '‘Mirza Jawan Bakht, in th nominal charge of affairs under the protec¬ 
tion of Najib-ud-Daulah", vide Keene, Fall of the Mughal Empire, p. 79 (1887). 

7 This is incorrect, as Beale, op. cit., states that he died in Rajah 1184 
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His son Dabita Khan' took possession of his father’s fief. When 
Shah ‘Alam Badshah was returning to Shahjahanabad from Allahabad, 
he through the intervention of Majd-ud-Daulah 2 , who was then the 
Deputy Vazir, was conciliated and came to do homage 1 . The 
standards of the Emperor were in the environments at Badll 1 , 12 kos 
from the Capital, when in accordance with the royal commands Mlrzil 
Najaf Khan Bahadur 1 came from Akbarabad, and waited upon the 
Emperor. At this time the financial officers of the kingdom claimed 
a large sum as arrears for the royal lands in the Miyan Duab of the 
Suba of Shahjahanabad which were in Dabita Khan’s possession. He 
on account of the duplicity of the Chief superintendent, and the 
coalition of Najaf Khan with the Royal forces, and realizing the change 
of fortune, and being conscious of what he had done, slipped off at 
night from the royal camp. He crossed the Ganges to Ghauthgarh 0 , 

A.H. (October '770). Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., p. 415, states that his 
death took place on 31st October, 1770, at Hapur. 

1 See Beale, op. cit., p. 423, for a more detailed biography. He died 
in 1785 A.D. See also Keene, op. cit., pp. 91-144. 

2 His name was 'Abdul Ahad Khan, and he succeeded Hisain-ud-Daulah 
as the Diwand-Khalsa, see Keene, op. cit., pp. 105,106, 114, 11 7, 120 124, 129. 

3 Shah ‘Alam from Allahabad had appointed Dabita Khan as the Mir 
Bakhshi in succession to his father, but wanted him to render accounts and pay 
customary fees of succession, but he preferred fighting and after being defeated 
fled from Shakartal—Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of Mughal Empire, III, pp. 46, 
52. Later after the battle of Putiina Qil‘a, 17th December 1772 {op. cit., p. 
69) the Emperor was forced to restore him to his old office, and all the jagirs 

(p- 75 :- 

4 Badli with B.iwli as a variant in the text. The correct name is Radii, 
a small railway stition in the Delhi Tahsil, some nine miles to the north-west 
of Delhi on the North-Western Railway towards Ambala. 

g His title was Amir ulXJmara Dhtilfiijar-ud-Daulah. For his life see 
Beale, op. cit., p. 289, Siyar-ul-Muta'akhLhinn, Text, pp. 995, 996 (Newal 
Kishorc edn., 1897, translation (Cal. edn.), IV, pp. 18-110, and for fuller 
details, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 1-230. 

6 (jjrauthgarh was a stronghold built by Dabita Khan thirteen miles 
north-east of Shamli in the Muzzafarnagar District, see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
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which had long been his home and took refuge there. After the 
Emperor returned to the Capital, he with the help of Najaf Khan led 
an army against him (Dabita Khan); there was some fighting, and he 
was besieged. Being reduced to serious straits he fled from the fort 
and joined the Sikhs, who had raised the standard of revolt in the 
Punjab, and had taken possession of the country from Multan to 
Lahdre, and even some areas of Shahjahaniibad. For a time he used 
to invade the imperial territories with their armies. Mlrzfn Najaf 
Khan applied himself to conciliating him, and sent for him, and 
requested the Emperor to forgive him. Part of his old estates were 
restored to him and he was permitted to leave for looking after their 
management. At the time of writing of this biography he was still 
alive. 

NAJIB-UD-DAULAH SHAIKH ‘ALT KHAN BAHADUR 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 863-865). 

He was a descendant of the Saiyid clan of Shaikh Junaid 1 of 
Baghdad. His father Shaikh ‘All Khan the elder, and his uncle 
Bahroz Khan were the sons of Shaikh Muhammad Junaidl whose 
daughter was married to Shaikh Minhaj Bljiipuri. Shaikh Minhaj 
was a nobleman of Bljaptir. In the iyth year 2 of ‘Alamglr’s 
reign when Bahlfil Khan siezed ‘Abdul Karim Khawas Khan, who was 
the minister of Sikaudar ‘Add Shall, and made himself supreme 

op. cit., p. 136. Dabita Ffhati’s defiance of the Emperor’s demands, his flight 
to ghauthgarh, siege of the latter, his flight to the Punjab and his defeat are 
described in the same work from pp, 129-163. I lis visit to the Court, his 
pardon and the restoration of his property and part of his jagtr on 30th January, 
1779 arc described on p. 162. 

1 Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 cdn.), p. 203. 

2 1673-74 A.D. According to Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Attrangzib, 
IV, p. 140, however, Khawas Khan was made a prisoner by Bahlfil Khan in 
1675. For an account of the Bijapur intrigues referred to above, see the same 
work, pp, 140, 141. 
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he, in view of the fact that he did not trust the Deccanis 
deputed the Shaikh with a force for chastising Siva Bhonsle. I Ic also 
sent after him Khidr Khan Pan! ostensibly to help the Shaikh but 
really to kill bun. On the day when Khidr Khan invited the Shaikh 
to a feast, the latter having come to know of lus plans dexterously 
killed Khidr Khan; and then returned to his force. Bahlul Khan 
followed with his army, and fought a great battle with the Shaikh. 
The Shaikh then came to Gulbarga. In the 15th year 1 , when Baha¬ 
dur Khan Koka, in accordance with the royal orders, marched from 
Khajistabunyad (Aurangabad) to chastise ‘Abdul Karim Khan, the said 
Shaikh came and joined the royal army. After peace had been arrang¬ 
ed, the said Kokaltash sent the Shaikh to Gulbarga. The Shaikh wrote 
that if a force was deputed, the fort could be captured. The said 
Khan sent Ma/.bur Beg son of Qalandar Khan the Qil‘addr of Bedar—• 
who later became known as Jan Nithar Khan — with a force. The 
Shaikh entered the fort and made prisoners of the guards and delivered 
the fort to Vault Beg, When Da’ud Khan left the fort of Naldrug, 
and wanted to enter the royal army, he sent Bahadur Khan Shaikh 
Minhaj to the Governor of Haidarabad. After Haidarabad was taken, 
he became influential by taking up service under the Crown. He died 
at his appointed time. Shaikh Muhammad JunaidT, who was in service 
under Bijapur, entered royal service after Bljapur was conquered. After 
his death the leadership passed to Bahroz Khan, and after his demise 
it devolved on Shaikh ‘All Khan. In the earlier years of the reign of 
Firdaus Aram gall (Muhammad Shah), when the Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf 
Jab delivered much of the territory of the Deccan from the hands of 
the Barah Saivids, and the high and low of the Deccan hastened to his 
palace, the Shaikh felt disgusted. On the first day of the interview, 


1 This is certainly incorrect. Bahadur Khan was not appointed to die 
Deccan till the a 6eh year, see Maalbir-i-‘ Alamgm , pp. 723,/24. J-'or Bahadur 
Khan, see Maalbir-ul- U mard , Text, 1, pp. 798-813, Beveridge & Prashad s 
translation, pp. 783-791. 
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whilc he was standing at the place of salutation he had a paralytic 
stroke, and died of this illness 1 . 

After him power was transferred to Shaikh ‘All Khan Bahadur. 
He passed all his time in the service of the Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah. 
After a time he was appointed the governor of Nander 2 , anti attained 
a high rank. During the time of Salabat Jang he received the title of 
Najlb-ud-Daulah, but he did not like that anyone should call him by 
this name. He was corpulent, hut was a good rider. He died in 
1182 A.H. (1768-69 A.D.). His eldest son ‘Abdul Qadir became 
the fief-holder of Aslm and other villages in the Pargana of Pathri in 
Berar. This in accordance with the orders of the Sultan, had been 
the fief of his ancestors, and he held it during his lifetime. But he 
died soon. None of lus sons attained any distinction. 

(SAIY 1 D) NAJM-UD-DIN ‘ALT KHAN BARAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 508-510). 

He was the son of Saiyid ‘Abdullah Khan Saiyid Miyan'k He 
was distinguished for bravery and manliness, which were the attributes 
of his high family. When his brothers Qutb-ul-Mulk and AmTr- 
ul-Uniara distinguished themselves in the service of Muhammad 
Farrukh Siyar, and rose to high ranks, he also was exalted by an 
increase in his appointment. Afterwards, when the jugglery of Fate 
cast the Emperor 4 into the whirlpool of misfortune, and Qutb-ul-Mulk 
in attendance on the Sultan RafI‘-ud-Daulah marched from the Capital 
to chastise Raja Jai Singh, the government thereof was entrusted to 

1 The account so far deals with the ancestors 'of ‘Ali Khali, whose 
biography is confined to a short account in the next paragraph. 

2 District in Haidarabiid State. 

3 For his genealogical tree see Blochmann's translation of A'in I (2nd cdn.), 
p. 428. His full name was Saiyid ‘Abidullah Khan Tihanpuri alius Saiyid 
Miyan, Najm-ud-Din was the 4th sou. 

4 This is a reference to Farrukh Siyar’s deposition and finally his murder 
in 1719 A.D. For details sec Irvine, Later Moghuls , I, pp. 386-394.. 
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Najm-ud-Dln 1 . In the 2nd year oE the reign of Firdaus Aramgah 
(Muhammad Shah) when the Amlr-ul-Umara was assasinaccd, and 
Qutb-ul-Mulk, who was returning to the Capital but had not yet 
arrived there, he became distracted in lus mind by the news of the 
assassination of his brother. He sent his men to the Capital, to bring a 
prince 2 3 and wrote to Najm-ud-Dln to look after the affairs. When the 
said Khan heard the news he lost patience 1 , and sent a force of infan¬ 
try and cavalry with the Kutwal to besiege the house of 1 ‘timad ud- 
Daulah Muhammad Amir Khan. Later on receipt of a letter from the 
Qutb-ul-Mulk lie withdrew his forces. It is stated that in arranging 
about troops he had issued a proclamation that small ponies and old 
lame horses would be accepted equally with Arabian horses 4 . 

On the day of battle 5 , he was in charge of the vanguard, and 
fought bravely in a severe and extraordinary fighting. In this hard 
battle he was severely wounded, and having lost an eye was 
captured and put into the prison. His daughter, who was 9 or 10 
years old, had been taken from the palace by his men and hidden in 
the house of a hereditary female singer during these turbulent times. 
She was taken and brought before the Emperor. Some of the ladies 

1 Sec Irvine, op. cit., p. 428. According to the authorities cited by 
Irvine, however, it was Khan Jahan who was left in charge of the city and the 
palace at Delhi. 

2 Lit. the expression means ■ f° r bringing a regulation. 

Tora is, however, used here for the insignia of the empire, i.c., a prince, Khafi 
Khan, II, p. 9/4. This prince was Ibrahim, whose enthronement took place 
on 26th October, 1720. He was dethroned after the battle of Hasanpur and 
died in 174b A.D. 

3 Khafi Khan, II, p. 913. Irvine, op. cit , II, p. 75. 

4 p. 91b. This happened after he had been appointed 2nd 
Bakhsbi by Sultan Muhammad Ibrahim. It means that the owners of ponies 
etc. received equal pay with those who had good horses. ICliafi Khan’s account 
is very graphic and clearly shows the anxiety of Najm-ud-Din to enlist what¬ 
ever was available. See also Irvine, op. cit II, p. 77. 

5 Battle of Hasanpur, 24th November, 1720, see Irvine, op. cit., pp, 
85-91. 
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of the palace wished to marry her to the Emperor. At the urgent 
representation of the Qutb-ul-Mulk, that such a thing had never 
happened to the Barah Saiyids, this was stopped, and the girl was taken 
back to her father’s house'. In the yth year through the intercession 
of Mubariz-ul-Mulk Sarbuland Khan, Najm-ud-Din was released from 
the prison, and appointed to the charge of Ajmer 1 2 . When Sarbuland 
Khan, the Governor of Gujarat, went to Ahmadabad, the Marhattijs, 
who were plundering the area, blockaded the city and besieged him. 
The said Khan, in accordance with the royal orders, hurried to his 
assistance, and fighting bravely with the vile enemy repulsed them. 
Later he returned to his post, and after some time was appointed 
Governor of Gwaliar (Gwalior), where he carried on the affairs of the 
government zealously till he died 3 . It is stated that after he lost an 
eye, he had an artificial one made of crystal which was inserted 
between the two eyelids, so that it appeared to onlookers as if both his 
eyes were normal. 


NAMDAR KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 830-833). 

He was the eldest son of Jumdat-ul-Mulk Ja‘far Khan 4 5 . His 
mother Farzana Begam was the sister of Mumtaz-uz-Zamanl. In the 
19th year of the reign of Firdaus AshiyanI (Shah Jahan) when the 
King resolved to go to Kabul, and appointed Ja‘far Khan the Governor 
of the province of Lahore, Naindar Khan was given the rank of 500 
with 100 horse*. In the 23rd year when the said Khan was appointed 


1 l£hafi Khan, II, pp. 934, 936. Irvine, op. cit,, II, p. 93. 

2 Irvine, op. cit., II, p, 185. He was released in 1725 A.D. after having 
been in prison for 5 years. 

3 Irvine, op. cit., p. 193. 

3 He is called ‘Umdat-ul-Mulk in his biography in the Maathir-ul-Umara. 
Text, I, pp. 53 1 " 535 > Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, pp. 723, 724. 

5 Uadshahnama, II, p. 500, and 'Amal-i-Salih, II, p. 470. 
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Governor of the province of the Capital, 1 2 his (Namdar Khan’s) rank 
was increased to 1,000 with 200 horse. In the 24th year, when his 
father was appointed Governor of Bihar, he had an increase of 500 
with 400 horse 3 . In the 28th year' 1 , he was exalted above others by 
being promoted to the rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse. In the 29th 
year 4 he was honoured with the grant of a flag, and in the 30th year 1 * , 
he was appointed Superintendent of the Household in succession to 
Hayat Khan, and his rank was increased to 2,300 with 1,300 horse. 
Later when Sultan Muhammad AurangzTb came from the Deccan, and 
fought with Sultan Dara Shikoh at Samugarh, and Dara Shikoh fled 
towards Lahore, and most of the royal servants took service under 
‘Alamgir, he also did so and was exalted with the grant of a robe of 
honour*. 

After some time he hurried to the Deccan 7 to assist Maharaja 
Jaswanc Singh, and distinguished himself there. In the 7th year he, 
in accordance with the royal orders, returned to the Court. In the 
9th year he was employed to convey from Agra to the Capital 8 the 
treasure which had been transferred there earlier in accordance with 
royal orders. The same year it was decided to send him there. In 
the same year, as agreements had been broken between the King and 
Shah 'Abbas II of Iran, and Sultan Mu'azzam had been sent to Kabul 
with an army as a vanguard, Namdar Khan was granted a robe of 
honour, and a horse, and his rank was increased to 4,000 with 3,000 
horse, and he was deputed to accompany the said Prince. 9 In the 

1 'Amal-i-Salib, III, p. 104. 

2 Op. cit ., p. 120; his rank is given after promotion as 1,000 with 600 
horse. 

3 Op. cit., p. 201, where his new rank is stated to have been 2,000 with 
6oo horse. 

4 Op. cit., p. 204. 5 Op. cit.., p. 221. 6 ‘Alamgirnama, p. 113. 

7 In 'Alamgirnama, p. 8x7, it is stated that he was in the Deccan in the 

6th year, and his rank was increased to 4,000 with 2,500 horse; also see pp, 

864, 865. 

8 Op. cit ., pp. 961, 962. 


9 Op. cit., p, 976. 
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10th year, he was appointed Faujdar of the Sarkar of Muradabad, and 
his hopes were fulfilled by the grant of a robe of honour and a horse 
with gold trappings. In the 13th year 1 he came to the Court and 
offered his salutations. And as in the same year, his father, who was 
the Prime Minister, died 2 , Sultan Muhammad. A‘zam and Muham¬ 
mad Akbar were sent to convey condolences to the house of Namdar 
Khan and Kamgar Khan. Each of them received a robe of honour, 
and their mother was granted a suitable present ( Fora ). Sultan Akbar 
made the two brothers give up mourning, and presented them at the 
Court. Each received a decorated dagger with a string of pearls attach¬ 
ed and other favours as marks of the ending of the mourning. In the 
14th year 1 4 Namdar Khan was appointed Governor of the Suba of 
Akbarabad (Agra). In the 17th year he for some reason fell out of 
grace, and was deprived of his rank. He was granted a pension of 
Rs. 40,000 a year and retired to Aubgarh 1 . In the 18th year 5 6 he 
was restored to favour, and was reinstated in the rank of 4,000 with 
2,000 horse, and appointed Governor of Oudh in succession to Sadat 
Khan. Afterwards he was removed from this office and remained in 
attendance at the Court till he died®. Marhamat Khan Dlndar was 
his son. He in the 25th year was appointed to accompany ‘AzTin- 


1 See Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 92, where his recall from Muradabad is 
recorded in the 12th year. 

2 Madtbir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 103. Also see MadtMr-ul-IJmard, translation, 
I, p. 723 and notes 1, 2. 

3 Maalhir-i 'Alamgiri, p. 112. 

4 Id., p. 132, see also Irvine's Storia do Mogor, II, p. 389, note 2, where 
it is stated that he retired to Obgadh? 

5 Id., p. 143, where he is stated to have succeeded Sa'adat or Siyadat 
Khan. 

6 Irvine, op. cit., p. 390. According to Manucci, who says that he was a 
friend of Namdar Khan, the Kh an was an illegitimate child of Shah Jahan by 
his mistre'S Farzana Begam. He gives 1678 A.DTas the year of his death, but 
this is not recorded in Maathir-t-'Alamgiri. I Ie was the son-in-law of Phulfiqai 

K£an Qaramanlu, vide Maatkir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 27, and ‘Alarngirnawa, p. 439. 
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ush-Shan towards Ajmer. In the 28th year 1 he was appointed Than- 
addr oE Garh Namibia in the Deccan. In the 29th year 2 he was 
commissioned ro convey treasure to Bijapur. 

NAQIB KHAN MIR GHIYATH-UD-DIN ‘ALT 3 4 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 812-817). 

He was one of Safi Saiyids of Qazwin (Kazvin)—a clan which was 
noted throughout Iran for its Sunni tendencies. His grandfather Mir 
Yahya Hasani Saifi was a well-known scholar of the rational and tradi¬ 
tional sciences. He was unique of the age in his knowledge of travels 
and history. 

Verse 

No one has equalled him in the knowledge of chronology. 

It is stated that he could give offhand the date of any event of 
any time, about which enquiries might be made of him, and accounts 
of all kings, Shaikhs, learned men, and the poets from the rise of Islam 
to his own time, including the dates of birth and death of each. Lubb- 
ut-Tawafihh < was one of his works. At first he was an honoured and 
reliable servant of Shah Tahmasp Saf ivi, and che Shah used to call 
him Yahya Ma'sum. At last his enemies turned the Shah against 

1 Maathir-i-'Alamgirt, p. 249. The name of the place is given as Karrah 
Nantuna. 

2 On p. 267 of the work cited his appointment as tire Tbanadar of 
Miidkul is mentioned while his appointment to convey the treasure to Bijapur is 
recorded on p. 273, 

3 The account is based mainly on Badaonf s account in Muntakhab-ut 
Tawarikh, Text, III, pp. 97-99. Sir Wolsclcy Haig’s translation. III, pp.148-150, 
and Akbarnama. An excellent biography of the family supplemented with notes 
from other available sources was published in Blochmann’s translation of A’in, I 
(2nd edn.), pp. 496-498; this may be consulted for other details. 

4 Elliot, Bibl Index, I, p. 129 (1849), Ricu, Cat. Persian Manuscripts in 
the British Museum, I, p. 104a (1879), and lvanow, Descr. Cat. Persian Manus¬ 
cripts As. S oc. Bengal, p. 2 (1926). 
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him saying that Mir Yahyii and his son Mir 'Abdul Latlf were 
Sunnis, and the leaders of the Sunnis of Qazwln. The Shah while 
still in Adhurbaijan appointed messengers to arrest the Mir with his 
family and take them to Isfahan (Ispahan), and keep them imprisoned. 
At that time his second son Mir 1 2 3 AhVud-Daulah Kami, the author 
of the narrative Nafais-ul-Maatbir', was in Adhurbaijan; he sent this 
news by a special messenger to his father. Mir Yahya was too old 
and infirm to run away, and so went with the King’s men to Isfahan 
where after a year and nine months he died in 962 A.H. (1555 A.D.) 
at the age of 77. But Mir ‘Abdul Latlf on receipt of the news at 
once fled to Giliin, and later on the invitation of Jannat Ashiyani 
(Humaytin) went to India. Humayuu, however, had died before his 
arrival, and the Mir reached India with his sons and grandsons in the 
beginning of Akbar’s reign 1 . He was graciously and kindly received, 
and in the 2nd year was exalted with the appointment of Akbar’s 
tutor. That great sovereign could neither read nor write, but he 
learnt from the Mir some odes of Hafiz (Lisan-ul-Ghaib). The Mir 
was distinguished for his learning, eloquence and forbearance. Be¬ 
cause of his liberal views devoid of bigotry he was well-known as a 
Sunni throughout Iran, and in India he was generally accepted as a 
ShT'a, Apparently because the Mir had reached the stage of universal 
tolerance, the zealots of every sect reviled him. It is stated that he 
led a very pure and ascetic life, and was always ready to help all who 
were in trouble. He lived well and prudently. When the King became 
displeased with Bairiim Khan, and the latter started from Agra towards 
Alwar, and it was reported that he intended to bring about a rebellion 
in the Panjab, Akbar came from Delhi, and sent the Mir' 1 —whom 
he used to regard superior to all his courtiers in wisdom and fidelity— 
to Bairiim Khan, so that he might by his sage counsel restrain him 

1 Vide Ivanow, op. cit., p. 465; the work is stated to have been written in 
973-982 A.H. (1565-1575 A.D.). 

2 Akbarnama, Text, If, p. 19, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 35. 

3 Ibid., p. 1 or. Ibid., pp. 152, 153. 
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Irom evil designs. The Mir died in the town of Sikrl in 981 A.H. 
1573 A.D.) and Qiisim Arslan composed the chronogram: 

Vakhr al Yas (The glory of the race of Yas—981)- His son Mir 
Ghiyath-ud-Din ‘All was distinguished for his benevolence, good 
nature and his long service under Akbar, and was always a favourite 
of the King. In the 26th year 1 he was granted the title of Naqlb 
Khan. Though he only reached the rank of 1,000 by the 40th year, 
he was on terms of grear intimacy (with the King). Akbar gave 
Suklna Banu Bcgam, the sister of Mlrza Muhammad Hakim, in 
marriage to his cousin Shah Gh azi Khun. His uncle Qiidi ‘Isa— 
who had long served as a QadI in Iran—came to India, and was taken 
into government service. He died in 980 A.H. (1572-73 A.D.). 
Naqlb Khan in the 38th year reported to the King that QadI ‘Isa had 
left his daughter to the King, and that chaste lady had since long been 
aspiring for the honour of marriage. Akbar went to the house of 
Nacjlb Khan and married her according to ancestral rites 2 . In the 
reign of Jananglr he was honoured by an increase in his rank and 
influence 3 , and in the 9th year 1023 A.H. (1614 A.D.) when Jahan¬ 
gir was residing at Ajmer, he died 1 , and was hurried in the marble 
courtyard of the mausoleum of Mu'In-ud-Dln (Chishtl) along with his 
wife’’ who was a great and wise lady. Naqlb Khan was exception¬ 
ally well versed in the knowledge of Hadlt}} (Traditions), travels, and 
chronicles. His historical knowledge was unequalled. It is stated 

1 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 357, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 524; accord¬ 
ing Koval Ram quoted by Blochmann (up. cit., p, 497) the title was granted in 
1 lie 25th year. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 631, Beveridge's translation, III, p. 985. 

3 Rogers & Beveridge, Memoirs of Jahangir, I. 28. 

3 Id., pp. 263,263. 

3 She was the daughter of Mir Mahmud, the Munsh't, who was for 
twenty-live years Chief Secretary of Akbar ; see Muntakhab-ut Tawdrikh, 
T.-xi. Ill, p. 322, Sir Woiselcy Haig’s translation, III, p. 333. She had died 
run monriis earlier than her* husband, vide Memoirs of Jahangir, I, p, 263. 
So Woiselcy Haig has also a valuable note on the life and works of Mir 
Chivurh-ud-Din ‘AH on the same page. 
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that he had learnt the seven volumes of RauJat-usSafa 1 by heart, 
and was also skilled in geometry. Jahangir mentions in his Memoirs 
that Naqlb Khan had remarkable powers of conjecture, and was wonder¬ 
fully keen sighted. After seeing a flock of pigeons in the air, he 
could say exactly how may there were. Naqlb Khan was long lived. 
It is stated that he was intimate with I‘timad-ud-Daulah 2 3 and Mir 
Jamal-ud-Dln Husain Injiih His son Mir ‘Abdul Latlf, who also 
bore the same name as his grandfather, was also a wise and learned 
man. He was married to the sister of Mlrza Yusuf Khan Ridvi 4 , 
and had a high rank. But later he became insane and died. 

NASIR KHAN MUHAMMAD AMAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 833-835). 

He was the son of Husain Beg Khan 5 . In the reign of ‘Alamglr 
he was appointed to Kabul, and having performed good services there 
was granted the title of Nasir Khan. In the beginning of Bahadur 
Shah’s reign, when Ibrahim Khan, who had been appointed Governor 
of Kabul, did 6 not make a proper settlement of the country, and so 
retired to his fief in Sodhra 7 , Nasir Khan was appointed Governor in 

1 For details of this work see Jvanow, Descr. Cat. Persian Manuscripts 
Asiat. Sec. Bengal (1924), pp. 5 , 6 and Hidayat Hosain, Qanun-i-Humayuni , 
preface, pp. XXIX—XXXI 

2 Father of Niir Jahan, for life see Maatlrir-ul-Untara, Text, I, pp. 

' 2 7 " 35 - 

3 For his biography see Maatbir-ul-Umarii, Text, III, pp. 338-360, Beve¬ 
ridge & Prashad’s translation, 1 , pp. 742,743. 

4 See Blochtnann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 369-371. 

5 Maatlnr-ul-Umara. Text, I, pp. 591-593, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion, I, pp. 639-640. 

6 For Ibrahim Khan see Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp.295-301, Beveridge 

& Prashad’s translation, I, pp. 643-657. in the text is a typographical 

error for 

7 A town on the west bank of the Cheniib river near Wazirabad in the 
Panjab. 
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his place 1 . He died about the end of Farrukh Siyar’s reign, probably 
in the year H2cj A.H. (1717 A.D.). His son Nasir! Khan succeed¬ 
ed his father as the Governor. As his mother was an Afghan, he 
made a proper settlement of the country and kept the roads in good 
order. In the 2nd year' 2 of Muhammad Shah’s reign, when Nizam- 
ul-MuIk was appointed the Chief Minister, an order was issued con¬ 
firming Nasiri Kh an in the appointment and granting him the title of 
his father. When Nadir Shall on his way to India entered Kabul, lie 
was in Peshawar. When in 1 151 A.H. (1738 A.D.) the royal army 
reached Peshawar, a battle took place between them, and the said 
Kh an was made a prisoner 3 . For a time he was under surveillance. 
After reaching Lahore, Nadir Shah pardoned him, and as before 
appointed him Governor of Kabul 1 , and confirmed him in the appoint¬ 
ment after his return from Delhi. l ie spent a long time in Kabul, 
but lost his governorship in the time of Shah Durrani 3 . He came to 
Shah Nawaz Khan Philauri, and later went to Delhi, In the year 
1161 A.FI. (1748 A.D.) he hurried with 1‘timiid-ud-Daulh to fight 
against the Shah Durrani 1 5 6 '. Afterwards, he went to the Panjab with 
Mu'in-uLMulk, and was given charge of certain estates. As they 
disagreed, he returned to Delhi 7 . During the period of premiership 


1 In 1713111 connection with the appointments made by Farrukh Siyar, 
it is noted that Kabul was left in the hands of Nasir Khan, see Irvine, Later 
Moghuls, I, p. 261. 

2 Niz.ani-ubMulk was appointed Vazir on 3rd March, 1722, see Irvine, 
Later Moghuls , II, p. 106. 

3 Fraser, History of Nadir Shah, pp. 133, 13b. For fuller details see 
Irvine, Later Moghuls, II, p. 270, 324, 325, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s account 
in the same work, pp. 330, 331, and footnotes. 

4 Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. at., p. 333. 

5 Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of Mughal Lrnpirc, I, pp. 203, 206, 212. 

6 Id., p. 215. 

7 Id., pp. 415, 41b. He was appointed Fdtijfldr of the four Mahals — SiaJkot, 
Pasrur, Gujarat and Aurangabad—by Mu'in-ul-Mulk the Subahdar of the 
Panjab. He, however, began to conspire with Safdar Jang against his patron. 
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of Intizam-ud-Daulah he went to Ahmad Khan Bangash in Farrukha- 
bad 1 , and was content with whatever was offered to him. He died 
there. 


NASIR-UD-DAULAH SALABAT JANG 
(Vol. Ill, pp, 835-837). 

Generally known as ‘Abdur Rahim Khan 2 , he was the uterine 
brother of Khan Flruz Jang. In the time of Aurangzlb he was exalted 
by the grant of the title of Khan, and in Bahadur Shah’s reign he 
received the title of Chin Qulich Khan, and was appointed Taujdar of 
Jaunpur. Later he attached himself to Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah, and 
when the latter went from Malwa to the Deccan, he accompanied him 
and commanded the advance guard of the centre in the battle' 1 against 
Saiyid Dilawar ‘All Khan. In the battle* against 'Alain ‘All Khan 
he was in the ring wing. After Lhc victory and after reaching 
Aurangabad, he in 1x32 A.H. (1720 A.D.) was promoted to the 
rank of 5,000 with 5,000 horse, and received the title of Naslr-ud- 
Daulah Salabat Jang. Next year he was transferred to the governor¬ 
ship of Burhanpur in succession to Marhamat Khan. When Asaf Jah 
Bahadur went to the Court, and after appointment as the Prime 

The latter defeated him in a battle at -Sifdkdt in July, 1749. after which he 
returned to Delhi. 

1 See Irvine's account of The Bangash Nawabs of Farrukhabaci in Jottm. 
As. Soc. Bengal, XLVIII (1879), pp. 128, 147. On the breaking up of the 
imperial court at Delhi and its occupation by the Marhattas many of the nobles 
sought shelter at Farrukhabad. Nasir Khan cx-Siibahclar of Kabul is mentioned 
on p. 147 as one of the “great nobles", who was in-chargc of the fireworks on 
the occasion of the marriage of the son of the Nawab. 

2 He was the uncle of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah, and was his faithful 
agent in the Dcccan during the Nizam’s absence in Delhi. He kept him 
regularly informed of the rebellious designs of his son Nasir Jang, the Viceroy 
of the Deccan. Nasir Jang was defeated in a battle near Daulatabad on 23rd 
July, 1741. 

3 Battle of Husainpiir, 30th June, 1720. 

4 Battle of Balapiir, 21st August, i 7 2 i. 
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Minister was deputed to suppress Haidar Qull Khan in Ahmadabad, 
he in accordance with the orders of the Prime Minister hurried from 
his province and joined him 1 . After that business was disposed of, he 
returned happily to his post. In the battle 2 3 against Mubariz Khan 
‘Imad-uI-Mulk, he was assigned the command of the left wing, and 
after the victory he was promoted to the rank of 7,000 with 7,000 
horse. After the death of ‘Adad-ud-Daulah he presented himself in 
response to the orders of Asaf Jah and was given the charge of 
Aurangabad, and the governorship of Burhanpur was assigned to 
Haflz-ud-DTn. When the aforesaid Bahadur (Asaf Jah) went to the 
Court for the second tune, and left Nasir Jang, the Martyr, as his 
deputy in Aurangabad, the said Khan was appointed as the Governor 
of Burhanpur in the year 1148 A.H. (1735 A.D.). After the in¬ 
vasion and return of Nadir Shah, when Asaf Jail after taking leave 
from the King was returning to the Deccan, and reached near Burhan- 
pur, NasIr-ud-Daulah went to welcome him, and both were gratified 
at this opportunity of meeting each other. When Asaf Jah started on 
the expedition towards Trichinopoly 15 , Nasir-ud-Datilah was for a second 
time appointed Governor of Burhanpur in addition to the charge of 
Aurangabad. In the same year 1156 A.H. (1743 A.D.) he died. 
He was of a very courteous and hospitable nature, and very fond of 
sightseeing and amusements. He built a good ho isc in Burhanpur. 
Outside of Aurangabad by the side of Khidri Tank he built a bunga¬ 
low known as the “The Spectacle House”. His servants were chiefly 
of Mughal descent. He had a son named Mujfihid Khan. Asaf Jah 
was verv kindly disposed towards him, but he was a simpleton. At 
last he donned the dress of a dervish. For a time he lived by selling 
his father’s properties in Burhanpur. His end is not known. 


1 See Yusuf Husain Khan’s Nizamu'l-Aiulk Asaf lab, I, p. 149. 

2 Battle of Shakarkhera, 21st October, 1724. 

3 NLeam-ul-Mulk occupied the fortress of Trichinopoly on 29th August, 
1743, see Yusuf Husain Khan, op. at., p. 253. 
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(MIRZA) naudhar safavi 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 555-557). 

He was the son of Mirza Haidar, the second son of Mirza 
Muzaffar Husain Qandahari 1 . As Mirza Muzaffar’s fortunes did not 
follow the road of success in the Court of the F.mperor Akbar, his sons 
also did not get any high positions. In the reign of Jahangir Mirza 
Haidar attained the rank of 500 with 150 horse. When the kingdom 
was glorified by the accession of Shah Julian to the throne, he, in view 
of his being descended from a noble family, was granted the rank of 
1,000 with 200 horse 2 . In the 4th year lie died. His son Mirza 
Naudhar through good luck became the recipient of royal favours, and 
in the 18th year 3 4 had attained the high rank of 2,000 with 2,coo 
horse. In the 19th year' he had an increase of 500, and was 
appointed the Chief Falconer ( Qiishbegl ). In the same year he was 
further promoted by 500, and consequently his rank advanced to 
3 ,ooo'\ In so far as favours need some excuse, he was, in the 22nd 
year, on the occasion of the feast of the solar weighing, exalted to the 
rank of 4,000 with 3,000 horse. In the first expedition to Qandahar 
he accompanied Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb, and was in command 
of the left wing. In the disposition of the battles, the guarding of 
the foot of the Chahl Zinah 0 hill was entrusted to him and his brother 
Mirza Sultan, and in this connection he performed valuable services. 
In the 23rd year he received the fief of Bahriii’ch in the south of 
Oudh, in succession to 1 ‘ciqad Khan, and was busy settling it. Later 
he was appointed Fanjdar of Mandu. 

1 Sec Blochmann’s translation of A'b 1, I (2nd edn.), pp. 327,328, where a 
very good account of Mirza Mutaffar Husain during Akbar’s time is given. 

2 Badshahnama, I, pt. i, p. 185. 

3 18th year according to Badshahnama, II, p. 426. 

4 hi, p. 470. 5 hi, p. 480. 

6 tx l and the variant Ixj ^iXa, in the text arc apparently Jj*. 

Chahl Zinah, the hill at the base of which Old Qandahar was built. It is 
Chahl Zinah in 'Amal Salih, III, p. 73. 
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As he suffered from a long and continuous illness, he could not 
attend to any work, so much so chat he even could not look after his 
own fief. In the 26th year, he resigned Ins office, and was assigned 
a pension of Rs. 30,000 a year. An order was also issued that as 
Mlrza Murad Iltifac Khan son of Mlrza Rustam Qandahari, his father’s 

" t 

uncle, had retired to Patna, he also should go there. After some time 
he returned from Patna to Agra, and lived there in retirement, free 
from want and cares. In the 7th year of 'Alamglr’s reign 1 in the year 
1074 A.H. (1663-64 A.D.) he died a natural death. The Mlrza 
was a spendthrift. He squandered whatever he received, but he was 
invariably benevolent towards the needy. The following posy was 
engraved on the stone of his ring. 

Verse 

Poor Naudhar, if he had money, 

Would not leave a poor man in the world. 

NAWAZISH KHAN MIRZA ‘ABDUL KAFI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 828-830). 

He was a half brother of Asalat Khan 2 and Khalil Ullah Khan 3 
the Mir Bakhshi. A detailed account of the family has been included 
in the biography of his grandfather, Mir Khalil Ullah Yazdl 1 , and 
additional details, which were not relevant to the account, have been 
given in the notices of the brothers; the present biography is supple¬ 
mentary to those accounts. When Mir Khalil Ullah Yazdl left his 
land and home owing to the oppression of the ruler of Iran, Shah 

1 'Alamgir.iama, p. 858. 

2 Mtiiitkir-Hl-Unuira, Text, I, p. 167-17 1, Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 
295-299. 

3 Id., Text, I, pp. 775-782, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, I, pp. 7 67 - 
77 °- 

4 Id., Text, III, pp. 335-342. Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, I, pp. 

77 °" 77 4 ‘ 
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‘ Abbas I, and came to India, he was very graciously received by the 
Emperor Jahangir, who welcomed his arrival and bestowed favours on 
him. Sometime later his son Mir Mlran escaped from the Shah, 
and after enduring great hardships found refuge from the heat of 
calamities of the world with Jahangir. He, however, could not bring 
his young sons Asalat Khan and Khalil Ullah Khan with him, and 
they remained behind in Iran. At his request Jahangir sent a message 
through his ambassador Khan ‘Alam for allowing the sons to migrate 
to India, and that generous Shah very graciously sent them to their 
father. After Mir Mlran had settled down in India, and as the nobi¬ 
lity and gentility of his family were universally known, and he also 
was esteemed and respected by all, he married Saliha Begam, the elder 
daughter of Yamln-ud-Daulah Asaf Khan, Khan Khanun 1 . She gave 
births to Mlrza ‘Abdul KafI and his sister Shahzada Begam, who was 
married to Safshikan son of Mlrza Husain Safavl. He was always a 
respected courtier of Shah Jahan. In the 19th year 2 3 lie was granted 
the title of Nawazish Khan, and his rank was gradually increased to 
2,500. In the 30th year he was appointed Qurbegi in succession to 
Mlrza Sulcfin Safavl. In Aurangzib’s reign he was sent off as the 
Faujdar of Mnndu which was the premier citadel of the province of 
Malwa. He died there in the 8th year. 


NAZAR BAHADUR KHWESHGI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 818-821). 


He was born and bred in Qasur, which is a town in the Bari 
Du’Iib, about 16 kos 2 from Lahore, and was the home of the Khwesh- 
gis, who among the Afghans were noted for their integrity and nobi¬ 
lity. He was one of chief attendants of Shahzada Parvlz. Later on 


1 Elder sister of Mumtaz Mahal, the Empress of Shah Jahan. 

2 This is incorrect, as according to Bidshahnama , II, p. 679, his rank was 
advanced to 1,500 with 500 horse by an increase of 500 Dhat in the 20th 
year. 

3 34 miles to the south-east of Lahore. 
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entering Jahangir’s service he was appointed to the rank of 1,500, In 
Shah Jahan’s reign, as a result of his close association and his fidelity, 
he was greatly trusted, and in the 2nd year 1 was appointed Faujddr of 
Sambhal. In the siege of Daulatabad his bravery and courage became 
apparent to all. On the day when ‘Anbarkot fell into the hands of 
the imperialists, the garrison poured from the top of the rampart— 
which had' been mined—volleys of arrow's and bullets, so that the 
troops which had been assigned to enter the fort could not do so, and 
taking shelter in the entrenchments were unable to move forward. 
N asm Khan 3 Khan Dauran in company with Nazar Bahadur courage¬ 
ously entered the fort from the right, and started a sharp hand-to-hand 
fight. This outstanding manoeuvre forced the garrison into the moat 
of the second fort which was called Mahakot. As a reward for this 
service Nazar Bahadur received suitable favours from the King. Later 
for some reason he passed nearly two years in retirement. As his 
truthful and correct nature, constant attendance and ready service were 
well known to all, he was in the 14th year restored to favour, and 
received the rank of 2,500 with 1,500 horse' 1 . In the 15th year he 
distinguished lumself 111 the expedition to the ChakI country, and the 
conquest of the forts of Mau’ and Taragarh 1 . In the ipcli year, lie 
w'as raised to the rank of 3,000 with 2,500 horse 6 , and was sent off 
with Prince Murad Bakhsli to Balkh and Badakhshan. When the 
latter attaching little value to the ancestral dominions, which had so 
cheaply fallen into his hands, and owing to his ease-loving nature 
determined to retire, Nazar Bahadur Khwcshgi with Qullj Khan had 
been deputed, 111 accordance with the plans of the minister Sa‘ad Ullfih 
Mian, to proteci Badakhshan. Out of love for his country he left this 
post with a number of the Rajas, and came to Peshawar". As be was 
forbidden to cress the Indus, he stayed there, till again he started for 
the same country in company with the Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb. 


l Badsbabnana, I, pt. i, p. 255. 
3 Biuhhdbnar.ta, If, p. 217. 

5 u„ p. 723. 


2 Li., p. 5 i 3 - 
4 Id., pp. 264,266, 

6 ‘Amal Salih, III, pp. '10-19. 
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In the Qandahar campaign, in the 23rd year, he distinguished himself 
by scicking firmly to his pose, and fighting bravely in the battle which 
Rustutn Khan Deccan! 1 in charge of the advance-guard fought with 
30,000 brave Qizalbash soldiers. His bravery and courage were 
almost legendary, and as the enemy in spite of its numbers could not 
achieve anything, turned back and joined the other forces. After the 
victory he was, as a reward for his dintinguished services, granted an 
increase in the rank of 1,000 Dhat and horse, which as a result 
became 4,000 fooc with 4,000 horse. In the 22nd year", 1062 A,H. 
(1652 A.D.) he died at Lahore. Shams-ud-Dln, the eldest son had the 
rank of 1,500 foot with 1,500 horSe, and Qutb-ud-Dln, the second son, 
had the same rank with 1,400 horse. He also had another son, Asad 
Ullah by name, who also was appointed to the same rank, Nazar 
Bahadur was distinguished for his piety and honesty. He did not 
become haughty on account of his rank, and lived like a dervish. All 
his servants were his relations, or belonged to his clan, and he treated 
them like brothers. He had one meal of the day with his soldiers. 
His integrity was such that after paying for the soldiers, and his own 
necessary expenses, he presented before the King a true statement of 
the income from his fief, and kept nothing out of it for himself '. 

NIYABAT KH AN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 809-811). 

His name was ‘Arab, and lie was the son of Mir Hashmi Khan of 
Nishapur, who, when the Khan Khanan Mun'im Beg' was sent by 
Akbar to conquer the eastern districts was appointed to accompany 

• 1 ‘Amal Salsh, III, p. 89. 

2 Not the 2zncl year as incorrectly stated iu the text. 

} The author gives details of the good qualities of Nazar Bahadur, as lie 
was the ancestor of his friend and protector, see Maatbir-nl-Utnara. Text, III, 

P ' 777 ‘ 

4 For his biography see Miathir-uI-Umarl, I, pp. 635-645; and Bloch- 
mann’s translation of A'tn, I (and cdu ), pp. 333 . 334 - 
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him, and to act as a correspondent 1 for those regions. In the 20th 
year 2 , he died at Gaur cantonment, where many other officers died 
about this time as a result of the unhealthy climate. Niyabat Khan 
acted as his fachcr’s duputy at the Court, and used to lay before the 
King his father’s reports. In the 19th year 3 4 5 , he was granted the 
title of Niyabat Khan, and after the conquest of the Suba of Bihar he 
was allowed a fief 1 there, and appointed to accompany Khan Khanan, 
who was deputed to conquer Bengal, and rendered good service. After 
a time he was appointed Collector of the Crown-lands, and when the 
accountants demanded the arreats, he did not pay up, and behaved in an 
indiscreet fashion. He besieged Karra, which was in the fief of Ismail 
Qull Khan, and killed Ilyas Khan Lankah, the latter’s servant in battle. 
Consequently Isma’tl Qull Khan was deputed by the Emperor with an 
army to proceed against him'*. In the 25th year after a battle in 
which many were killed, Niyabat Khan took to flight. Afterwards he 
joined Ma'sum Khan Farrankhudi, who had strayed from the right 
path, and was with him in the battle against Shahbaz Khan. When 

1 y a newswriter or correspondent was really an intelligence 

officer. 

z fjhan Khanan died at Gaur, the ancient town of Lakhnauti, on 18th 
Rajab 983 A.H. (2 jrd October, 1 575 A D.), see Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 160, 
Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 226; 227, footnote r. On the same pages is 
given a description of the change of capital to Gaur, its unhealthy climate and 
the names of some of the officers who died there. A list of 14 officers who 
died there is given by Blochmann, op. cit., pp. 407,408. The number is 13 
in Maatb_ir-ul-U mara, I, p. 644. The date of Mun'im flan's death in 
Muntakbab-ut-Tawirikh, Text, II, p. 217, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 221, is ntll 
Rajab 983 A.H. (16th October, 1575 A.D.). 

3 Akbarnama , Text, III, p. 95, Beveridge's translation, III, p. 134, where 
‘Arab’s acting as his father’s deputy and the grant of the title of Niyabat Khan 
are recorded. 

4 Sasram in B'har, sec Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 285, Beveridge’s transla¬ 
tion, p. 418. 

5 Muntakbab-til-LubbSb, Text, II, p. 289, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 297. 
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Ma‘jum Khan 1 after being victorious was defeated, and fled to 
Oudh, and was pursued by Shahbaz Khan with an army which he had 
collected, Niyabat Khan separated from him. In the 26th year, he 
with ‘Arab Bahadur and others stirred up a commotion in Sambhal 2 3 * . 
As Hakim ‘Ain-ul-Mulk :i had strengthened the fort of Bareilly, and 
set about collecting the Hef-holdcrs of the neighbourhood there, Niya¬ 
bat Khan on the recommendation of some landholders submitted and 
joined the imperial army. And having solicited a letter of recommen¬ 
dation from the Miriam Mnkani, he came to the Court in the 27th 
year with letter of security from the august lady as his document of 
pardon*. The Emperor considering the prevailing circumstances 
pardoned his oflences. It has not been possible to trace the year 5 6 7 
of his death. 

(KHWAJA) NIZAM-UD-DIN AHMAD 0 
(Vol. I, pp. 660-664). 

He was the son of Khwaja Muqim of Herat, who was one of 
Babur’s officials, and at the close of the reign of that monarch was the 
Dwan-i-BuyUtat 1 . After Babur’s death he joined Mlrza ‘Askari, and 
at the time when Humayun after conquering Gujarat, assigned Ahma- 
dabad to Mirzu ‘Askari, he (Muqlm) was Mirza’s Vazlr. In the 

1 Muntakha-bul-Lubbab. Text, II, pp. 290, 298. 

2 Akbarnama , Text, III, p.348, Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 51J, 
512 . 

3 See Muntahhab-ul-Tawarikh, Haig’s translation, III, pp. 229, 230. An 
account of his work is summarised in note 1 on p. 219. 

q Akbarnarna, Text, III, pp. 383, 384, Beveridge's translation, 111 , pp. 
566,567. 

5 He was executed by Akbar’s order at Ranthambhor in 997 A.H. (1589 
A.D.); see Lowe’s translation of Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, II, p. 308. 

6 l or a detailed account of his life and work see Prash.ul’s Preface to 
Tabaqat-t-Akbari, translation III, pt. ii, pp. vi-xxxviii. 

7 The DivSn of government stores and factories, Ibn Hasan, Central 
Structure of the Mughal Empire, p. 96, note 4 and 238. 
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affair of Chausa when Sh 5 r Khan Sur was victorious, and Humayun 
with a few horsemen hurriedly marched to Agra, the Khwaja was one 
of these horsemen. Later in the days of Akbar he was honoured with 
suitable employment. Khwaja Nizam-ud-Dln Ahmad was unique of 
the age for integrity and rectitude, and was the head of his contempo¬ 
raries in service and practical talent. It is stated in Dhakhtrat-ul- 
Khwdmn that in the beginning of his career, he was Akbar’s Dtvdn-i- 
HtulHr x , but this is not stated in any other work. In the 29th year 1 2 3 , 
when the government of Gujarat was entrusted to 1 ‘timad Khan 
Gujarati, the Khwaja was appointed Bakbsbl of that province. In the 
commotion of Sultan Muzaffar Gujarati, 1 ‘timad Khan left Nizam ud- 
Din Ahmad’s son and his own son to guard the city, and in company 
with the Khwaja went to the village GarhT, which was 20 kos from 
Ahmadabad, to bring Shiliab-ud-Din Ahmad Khan. During his 
absence, when the city came into the possession of the sedition-mongers, 
Khwaja’s house also was plundered. Later, in a battle against Sultan 
Muzaffar, which he fought in company with Shahab-ud-Dln Ahmad 
Khan and 1 ‘timad Khan, he was defeated in spite of all efforts which 
he made with the few men under him. Though he was helpless, 
he did not desert his companions, and in company with them went to 
Pattan, When the Khan Khfman was appointed by Akbar to extir¬ 
pate Sultan Muzaffar Gujarati, a battle was staged at Sarksj, three kos 
from Ahmadabad, and the Khwaja was appointed with a number of 
officers to come behind the enemy, and make a determined attack 
from the rear. On that day he distinguished himself, and did not 
spare himself in the pursuit of Muzaffar. He repeatedly did great 
deeds, and was for a long time the Bakbshi of that province. 

In the year 558 A.H. (1589-90 A.D.) corresponding to the 34th 
year, when the government of Gujarat was assigned to Khfin A‘zam'\ 


1 This was probably another name for the Divan-i-BuyutSt. 

2 This should be 28th year, see Akbcirndma, Text, 111, p. 403, Beveridge’s 
translation, HI p. 596. 

3 Akbarrama, Text, III, p. 571, Beveridge’s translation Ill, p. 865. 
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who was governor of Malwa, and the Khan Khanan in lieu of the fief 
of Gujarat was granted Jaunpiir, Nizam-ud-Dln Ahmad was also 
summoned to the Presence. He with his camel-corps traversed 600 
kos in twelve days, and reached Lahore in the beginning of the New 
Year’s feast of the 35th year. As it was a wonderful spectacle, an 
order was issued that all the camel riders should appear before His 
Majesty. After that the Khwaja received countless favours from the 
King, and his rank and influence increased. In the 37th year, when 
Asaf Khan Mlrza Ja'far 1 , the Chief Bakhsht , was appointed to sup¬ 
press Jalala RausbanI, Nizam.ud-Din was exalted to the high office of 
the Bakhsht. In the 39th year, corresponding to 1003 A.H. (1594- 
95 A.D.) when Akbar went out to hunt, the Khwaja’s condition 
became serious owing to an attack of high fever near Shaham ‘All. 
His sons took leave and conveyed him towards Lahore. He had only 
reached the bank of the Ravi river when he died 2 . He is the author 
of the Tabaqdt-i-Akbait. In this work he has written the history of 
India up to the 38th year of Akbar’s reign corresponding to 1002 
A.H. (1593-94 A.D.). He also stated that if life was spared to him, 
he would describe the future events and arrange these in a supplement 
to the main work. Otherwise whoever was favoured by the Almighty 
should engage in completing it 3 . As he had carried out intense research, 
and very zealously and industriously used all possible means for collect¬ 
ing information, and had the services of Mir Ma'sum Bhakkarl and other 
capable scholars in the composition of Ins work, Tabaqat-i-Akban had 
to be accepted as a very reliable work. It is the first history which con¬ 
tains an account of all the Muhammadan princes of the great country 
of India—-which surveyors have designated as the four dangs (f) 


1 Muntakbab-ut-Tawarikh , Text, II, pp. 380, 381, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 

393 - 

2 Sec Prashad, op. cit., p. xvi. He died on 14th Safar, 1003 A.H. 
(19th October, i 594 A.D.). In the Muntakhab-tit-Taw^rlkb, Text, II, p. 39 7 , 
and Lowe's translation. III, p. 412, the date is 23rd Safar. 

3 See Tabaqat-i-Akbart, De's Text, II, p. 424, Newal Kishore cdn., p. 380, 
De’s translation, II, p. 633, 
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of the surface of the earth 1 . He is the source of the author of Ferish- 
ta’s history and his followers, who have written at greater length, have 
also relied on this work. But it appears to the author of the present 
work, that in some places there are discrepancies from the research of 
the learned ‘Allami (Abul Fadl). The merits of each are well known 
to the students of history, let them meditate thereon (and decide). 

One of his sons was Mlrza ‘Abid Khan, who was treated with 
favour in Jahangir’s time, and held high offices. When he was 
liakhsh't of Gujarat—which appointment he had received by merit and 
as hereditary right—he quarrelled with ‘Abdullah Khan Firuz Jang, 
the Governor of the province. The latter, who was an injudicious 
and evil-minded man, insulted him, and endeavoured to disgrace him. 
‘Abid Khan gave up his job, and he and a number of Mughals put 
on caps ( taqlya ) and winding sheets and appeared in Jahangir’s Court 2 3 . 
This led to his offence being pardoned. Later he joined the heir- 
apparent Shah Johan, and was attached to his stirrups. Afterwards 
he was promoted to the post of the Prince’s Dlwan, and on the day in 
Akbarnagar (R.ijmahal) -1 , when the Prince attacked the tomb of the 

1 Tabjqat-i-Akbarj, Dc's text, I, p. 2. 

2 The story is incorrectly narrated here, and this misled Dowson who 
translated ihc passage in Elliot’s History, V. p. 180. It was not ‘Abid 
IChan, who was pardoned, but ‘Abdullah j£han hirtiz Jang. The story is 
correctly given in Maatbir-ul-Umara. Text, II, p. 780, Beveridge’s translation, I, 
p. 99. The affair occurred in the 11 th year of Jahangir’s reign and a full 
account is given in Memoirs of labangir, Rogers and Beveridge’s translation, I, 
pp. 330,331. The taqtya was probably a dervish’s cap and so a sign of renuncia¬ 
tion, so also were the winding sheets. Possibly it is the author’s confused 
composition which is responsible for the mistake, or what appears more probable, 
there may be some omission in the manuscript of the Mahtkir, as the author 
knew the. correct story (sec above). He also would have known that ‘Abid 
Khan was not a Mughal, and so was not likely to be accompanied by them, 
whereas ‘Abdullah f^Tjan was a Khwaja of Turani or Mughal origin. 

3 In the 19th year of Jahangir’s reign, see Maathir-ul-lJmara, Text, I, pp. 
136-139, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, I, pp. 658, 659. See also Beni 
Ptasad, History of fahangir, pp, 370-372. 
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son o£ Ibrahim KJaan Fath Jang, *Abid Khan Dtwan, Shariff Khan 
Bakhsh't and several other faithful officers jeopardised their lives and 
attained eternal existence. ‘Abid Khan had no son. His son-in-law 
Muhammad Sharif was for some time in the service of Shah Jahan as 
the Governor of Anki Tank! 1 in the Deccan. Later he was the 
Chamberlain of Haidarabad, and died a natural death. 


NIZAM-UD-DAULAH BAHADUR NASIR 
JANG, THE MARTYR 2 

(On him be God’s mercy!) 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 848-862). 

This great man was a protector of religion, lover of justice, jealous 
in points of love and honour, determined, foremost in meetings and 
battle fields. In issuing orders according to the Muhammadan law he 
used to take great pains, and in delivering justice to the poor and help¬ 
less he exerted himself to the utmost. He was unique in respect of his 
eloquence, and in his perception of the subtleties of speech. His 
narrations of anecdotes of ancient kings and prophets would keep 
listeners spell-bound. As a result of the diligence of Mlrza Sayib he 
had perfected the art of speaking to such a high degree that even the 
highest critics of the subtleties of meanings and skilled raconteurs 
found it to be faultless. From his very early days, his head as a result 
of high spirits and excessive valour was full of schemes for the con¬ 
quests of large countries. Nawab Asaf Jah in the year 1 150 A.1 1 . 

1 A hill fort in the Nasik district of Bombay (20° 11' N., ii.) 

‘on twin hills rising 900 feet above the plain’, vide F.dwardes' edition of 
Grant Duff’s History of Mahrattas, I, p. 256, footnote 2. 

2 This is a very long anti appreciative biography of the second son of 
Nawab Asaf Jah, by his admirer and friend the author of the Maathir-nl-Umara. 
His character is painted very differently in Siyar-ul-Muta'akhkhinn (Calcutta 
reprint) II, p, 163, where he is compared to Siraj-ud-Daulah by ‘Alivardi Khan. 
He was the Second Nizam and ruled from 1748-1750. 



ul-Vmara\ Nizam-ud-Daulah Bahadur Nasir Jang 399 

(1737 A.D.) proceeded co Delhi, the capital, in deference to the orders 
of Muhammad Shah, and left his exalted son as his deputy for the 
management of the Deccan Sabas 1 . Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah em¬ 
ployed suitable means and made all efforts for the regulation and 
arrangement of the affairs of the State, for maintaining peace in the 
country and the cities, and for the tranquillity of the peasants and the 
general public. Courtiers and officers of the State were made recipi¬ 
ents of high iavours in the form of rewards, ranks, titles and jagtrs. 
Me signally defeated his enemies the Marhattas, who having extended 
their influence in the Deccan, had taken possession of the Suba of 
Malwa, and had turned upside down the country up to the environ¬ 
ments of Delhi, for a time he made safe the Deccan from their depre¬ 
dations. When Nawab Asaf Jah returned from the capital, Delhi, to the 
Deccan 2 3 , his greedy councillors excited Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah to 
oppose him. As a result there was fighting. Later, as has been 
detailed in the biography of Nizam-ul-Mulk J , Nawab Asaf Jah 
became reconciled with his noble son in the year 1155 A. H. 
(17*32 A.D.). In 1158 A.H. (1745 A.D.) after granting him 
further favours, he appointed him the Governor of Aurangabad and 
allowed him co depart to that place. And when in the year 
1159 A.H. (1746 A.D.) Nawab Asaf Jah on arrival at Dharwar 
from Haidarabad called his son from Aurangabad. Nawab 
Nizam-ud-Daulah hurried to his presence, and father and son in 

1 Yusuf Husain Khan— Nizamu’l-MHlk Asaf fab, I, p. 202. 

2 Of. ciL., pp. 236.243. Nawab Asaf Jah left Delhi in August, 1740, 
and the battle near Daulacabad took place on 23rd July, 1741- In the work 
cited above is included translation of a letter from Asaf Jah to the King at 
Delhi, in which he outlines the utterly hopeless condition of the administration 
of the Deccan during his absence at the Capital. This may be compared with 
the account of Nasir Jang's administration as his father’s deputy by Samsarn- 
ud-Daulah in the above translation. 

3 This is not mentioned in either of the two biographies of Asaf Jah in 
Maathir-ul-U mar 3 , though there is a more detailed account of the fight with 
Nasir Jang on text, III, p. 847, 
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connection with the exigencies of the State proceeded towards 
Wakankhcra 1 . From here the Nawab Asaf Jah deputed his son 
to Maisfir (Mysore) so that he might levy a contribution from the 
Raja of Mysore, and himself returned to Aurangabad. The martyr 
after reaching Srirangapatam — which was the capital of the Raja of 
Mysore — obtained a contribution, and returned to his father at Auran¬ 
gabad. And soon after, father and son started for the haven of joy, 
Burhanpur, where Nawab Asaf Jfih went to paradise (died), 2 3 and 
Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah adorned the Mcisnad of the government of 
the Deccan. From Burhanpur he shifted to Aurangabad which was 
the headquarters of the rulers of the Deccan, and spent the rainy 
season there. 

During this period, Ahmad Shah, the ruler of Hindustan, sent a 
royal order, written by his own hand, demanding lus presence (at 
Delhi) for setting right the affairs of the State, which had become very 
complicated owing to the controversies and differences between the 
royal officials. The Nawab — in spite of various hindrances and dis¬ 
turbances in the Deccan, and the rebellious intentions of Hidayat 
Muhyi-ud-Dln Khan* — the son of Nawab Asaf jab’s daughter, who 
had been in charge of Ra'lchur and Adorn since the time of Asaf Jail, 
— on receipt of the royal orders and for reforming the imperial affairs 
started for Hindustan with a large army and many guns, and expedi¬ 
tiously advanced as far as the river Ncrbudda. At tins place he 
received a further letter written by the King himself directing him to 

1 A village near Sugger or Sagnr between Gulbarga and Bijapiir, sec 
Edwatdcs’ edition of Grant Duff's History of the Mahruttas, I, p. 265. For a 
more detailed account sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurdiigzib, V, pp. 
218-222, where it is called Wagingera. 

2 He died on 4 Jammada 11 , 1161 A.H. (and May, 1748 A.D.), vide 
Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, 111 , pp. 847, 881. In Yusuf Husain Khan, op. at ,, 
p. 284, the year of death is incorrectly given as "1164 Hegira’’. 

3 Better Known as Muzafifar Jang, and who was the third Nizam. He 
was killed some three months after he was made Nizam by the French on 13th 
February, 1751, 
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cancel his journey 1 . He was meanwhile receiving constant news of 
the insubordination and rebellious intentions of Hidayat Muhyl-ud- 
Din Khan. Accordingly he returned to Aurangabad, and spent the 
rainy season there. During this interval Husain Dost Khan, commonly 
known as Chanda, who was one of the nobles of Arkat* (Arcot) joined 
Hidayat Muhyl-ud-Din Khan, and instigated him to invade Arcot. 
Hidayat Muhyi-ud-Din Khan turned cowards Arkat, and there through 
Chanda’s intermediation a large force of the European French inhabi¬ 
tants of the port of Phulchcry (Pondicherry)' 1 also joined the forces of 
Hidayat MuhvI-ud-Din Khin, and all together started to attack 
Anwar-ud-Dfn Khan of Gopamui’, who had been the Governor of Arcot 
since Nawab Asaf Jah’s time, and during Nasir Jang’s time was styled 
Shalifimat Jang. On the 16th of Sha'ban 1162 A.H. (21st July, 
1769 A.D.) a bloody battle took place, and in accordance with the 
dictates of Fate, Shahamat Jang was killed. 

Ic Should not be forgotten that up to this time the French and the 
English factors were confined to ports, and did not spread beyond 
their limits. Hidayat Muhyl-ud-Din Khan by taking them into alli¬ 
ance made warriors of them. The martyrdom of Nawab Nizam-ud- 
Daulah, which is described hereafter, was brought about by the help 
of the French. After this the factors became very proud and daring. 
Seeing the dating of the French, the English factors also began to 
move, and the country of Arkat was taken over partly by the French 
ar.d partly by the English. The English also started a quarrel with 
the Governor of Bengal, and after a fight became masters of Bengal. 
They also took possession of the ports of Surat and Kanbayat (Cambay). 
Hidayat Muhyf-ud-Dln Khan was responsible for the rise in power of 
these foreigners. 

t See Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 386. 

2 So in the text, it is Arcot of the Imperial Gazetteer, V, p. 403. 

3 Piulucheri and Pulchcri are two other nanus for Pondicherry, see Imperial 
Gazetteer, XX, p. 161. The two bought the help of Dupleix in July, 1749, 
see Cambridge History of India, V, p. 126. 


5 1 



^02 Nizam-ud-Daulah Bahadur Nasir Jang [ Maatbir- 

In short, on receipt of the news of martyrdom of Shahamat Jang, 
Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah began to collect forces, by inviting the 
leading Amirs of the Deccan (to his help) and gathering together the 
weapons of warfare. With 70,000 brave cavalry men and numerous 
guns, and 100,000 infantry he raised his standard of determination 
for the punishment of the rebels, and arriving m the vicinity of Pondi¬ 
cherry, which was 500 Jaribi kos from Aurangabad, got ready for the 
fight. On the 26th Rabl‘ II, 1163 ^.H. (24th March, 1751 A.D.) 
the artillery of the Europeans went on firing constantly for nearly 
3 watches of the day. Later, on the 27th the Europeans were defeated 
by the might and majesty of the Muhammadans, and Hidayat 
Muhyi-ud-Dln Khan was taken prisoner. The Nawab, in accordance 
with the command : “ (There shall be) no reproof against yon this 
day " 1 2 kept him alive as a prisoner, and pardoning everyone of his 
officers and soldiers gave them back their possessions. The Nawab s 
well-wishers wanted that he should be removed, and though they 
proved, by ir'refutible arguments, before the Nawab, that sparing the 
life of Eiidayat Muhyi-ud-Dln Khan was like raising the fluid of in¬ 
surrection, the Nawab, out of compassion, did not agree to his death. 
Keeping him under proper surveillance, he appointed servants to look 
after his comforts. The ungrateful wretches did not consider this 
favour as extraordinary, and following the precept: "Every one acts 
according to his manner'", they forgot the boon of the grant of their 
lives and secretly prepared malicious designs. The Europeans also, 
as a result of the signal defeat, became the source of various distur¬ 
bances and improper actions. The Nawab, to stop further distur¬ 
bances, considered it desirable to remain in the area, and proceeding 
towards Arkat, deputed an army for the extermination of this devilish 
crowd. As a result of the vagaries of Fate the armies of Islam were 


1 Vide Qnr- 3 n (Maulvi Muhammad AH’s edn.. 1917), p. 49 2 - Siira 
Yusuf, verse 92 (in pr.) 

2 Vide Qur-Sn, p. 578, Siira Bani-Israeel, verse 84 (in pc.) 
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defeated, and the fort of Nusratgarh Gingec 1 , which was the Capital 
of the Karnatik (Carnatic), fell into the hands of the French. The 
Nawab with great zeal, firmness and resolution, and keeping in view 
the demands of rules and regulations of government, and also that 
there was a way of dealing with each affair, went there immediately, 
and sec himself to the task of punishing the rebels. The excessive 
rainfall, the heavy storms, and difficulties in crossing and travelling, 
lack of supplies of food grains demanded close attention, and he set 
about removing the difficulties of all and sundry. On 1 ith Shawwal 
1163 A.H. (2nd September, 1750 A.D.) he started from Arkat. 
On the 17th of the same month, he, at the instance of a saint fore¬ 
swore all forbidden things, and stuck to this resolution to the last. 

As the juggling Heavens produce new complications at all times, 
so the Afghan chiefs of the Carnatic, who formed part of the levies 
in this expedition, in spite of all the favours and kindness they had 
received, and forgotten altogether their obligations in respect of loyalty 
to their master, and not remembering the wrath and anger of the true 
Avenger (God), out of greed for possessions and money secretly allied 
themselves with the heretical Europeans, They also made a number 
of other ungrateful wretches join them in their nefarious designs. 
And they sent special messengers and invited the Europeans, who 
were collected below the fort of Gingce, to make a surprise night assault 
(on the Nawab’s forces). On the nighc of the 17th Muharram 1164 
A.H. (5th December, 1750 A.D.) just before daylight they suddenly 
started fighting. If the Afghans had not relied on the might of the 
Christians, they, themselves being a handful would not have had the 
strength to face the army (of the Nawab). Although some of his 
well-wishers had previously warned the Nawab that the Afghans were 
out to rebel, he, because of his excessively honest nature, had not 
believed them, (and answered): How have I wronged them ? During 
the fight he directed his elephant towards the Afghans, so that with 

1 Rock fortress in South Arcot district famous in the Carnatic war; ; 
Imperial Gazetteer, XII, pp. 242-2^5. 
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their help he might be able to deal with the Europeans. When the 
Nawab’s elephant reached near the elephant of Himmat Khan, the 
leader of the Afghans, the Nawab out of courtesy raised his hand to 
the head even before the latter offered his ceremonial respects. But 
from that side no respects were forthcoming. As the morning had 
not sufficiently advanced, the Nawab thought that they had 
probably not recognized him, and raised himself a little in his seat. 

At this time Himmat Khan and another person, who was seated 

with him (on the elephant), suddenly fired their guns. Both the 
bullets struck the Nawab’s breast and he was killed. The Afghans 

severing the Nawab’s head set it at the point of a lance. And the 

treatment which Imam the Martyr (May God reward him j) received 
from his followers iti the month of Muharram, was similar to that 
which was meted out to the Nawab by his servants. “ Surely we are 
Allah's, and to him we shall surely return 1 ". Some of the men of 
the (Nawab’s) force joined the head to the body (of the Nawab), and 
sent the bier to Aurangabad. He was buried in the courtyard of the 
mausoleum of Shah Burhan-ud-Din Gharib near Nawab Asaf Jah. 
The martyrdom of the Nawab took place near the fort of Gingec 
about 20 kos from Pondicherry. Mir Ghulam ‘All Azad 2 said:—• 

Quatrain 

The just and noble Nawab is gone! 

The sword of Destiny allowed no respite, and he departed too 

soon. 

He became a martyr on the 17th Muharram, 

The mourner composed the chronogram of the date: 

Aftdb raft: The sun has set (1 164 A.H.; 1757 A.D.) 

On the night, which was the forerunner of the day of Judgment, he 

1 Vide Qur-im, p. 71, Sura Al-Baqarah, verse 156. 

2 The chronogram is by Mir Ghulam ‘Ali Azad, who was the editor of 
the 2nd edition of the Maathir-ttl-Unmra, see Beveridge's translation, I, p. 9. 
1164 A.H. (16th December, 1750), 
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asked for a mirror when making up Ins turban, and got busy in tying it. 
During this operation he repeatedly addressed his reflection: “Mir 
Ahmad, God is your guardian’’—His real name was Mir Ahmad. 
Before mounting (on the elephant) he carried out the sacred ablutions 
afresh and said his prayers, and turning his beads, and invoking bless¬ 
ings got on to the elephant. It was normal for the Nawab to wear a 
coat of mail, covering him from head to feet during battles, but on 
this night he did not wear anything but a single garment; and in this 
dress was exalted to the state of martyrdom. The martyred Nawab 
had a highly cultivated intellect and quick comprehension. His odes 
show lus extraordinary mastery for composition. The author remem¬ 
bers the following verses by lum: — 

Which rose in the Garden tore the veil ! 

When dew broke the mirror over the face of the sun. 

O heart ' if we could have the aid of the tresses of the beloved ! 

The ends of the strands of perpetual life could be grasped. 

Why docs the drunkard in the wine cellar worry to take an 

omen regarding the future ! 

The intoxicated eyes of the beloved portend enough of a guide. 

O whimsical air, don’t cast away the arrow of sight, 

Let this iniquitous arrow pierce some heart. 

O beloved !'don’t exasperate me; I have a delicate mind; 

If you arc conceited about your good looks, I am proud of my 

love for you. 

The rose makes the edge of the turban shake voluntarily ! 

Its stature is that of a young sapling whom I know. 

After the martyrdom of the Nawab 1 , the Afghans and the Chris¬ 
tians made Hidayat Muhyl-ud-Din Khan their leader. In return for 
this service the Afghans made Hidayat Muhyi-ud-Dln Khan grant them 
in writing several forts and extensive territory. Hidayat Muhyi-ud- 
Dln Khan went with the Afghans to Pondicherry, and interviewed the 

1 An outline of the events is given in the life of Samsam-ud-Daulah, see 
Beveridge’s translation of Maalbir-ttl-Umara, 1 , pp. 15-17. 
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Captain or the Governor there, and taking a contingent of Christian 
soldiers with him, he started for Haidarabad. After passing through 
Arkat he entered the territory of the Afghans. Fate decreed the 
arrangement for the revenge of Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah, and raised a 
crowd of disaffection in the minds of Hidayat Muhyl-nd-Dm Khan and 
the Afghans. On the day when they pitched their tents at Lakrct 
Pall (Lakkaredt Pall!) the disaffection of the parties became apparent, 
and led to a fight. On one side Hidayat Muhyl-ud-Din Khan and 
the Christians and on the other the Afghans became ready, and started 
a fight. Himmat Khan and other Afghan leaders were killed, and 
Hidayat Muhyl-ud-Din Khan was killed by an arrow which hit him in 
the pupil of the eye. The leaders of the army selected Nawab Salabat 
Jang son of Nawab Asaf Jah as their leader, and having fixed the 
heads of Himmat Khan and other Afghan leaders on the points of 
lances they entered their camps sounding drums of victory. And this 
event took place on 17th Rabl‘ I, 1164 A.H. 1 (2nd February, 1751 
A.D.). The massacre of Nawab the Martyr led to surprising results. All 
those, who behaved treacherously towards him, were punished, and after 
sixty days of the event all the murderers were simultaneously killed. 

Verse 

Did you notice how the innocent slaughter of the moth by the 

candle 

Left no respite that the night should seethe morning; (i.e. the 
candle was burnt out before the morning). 

One of the incidents that happened was that on the day when this 
battle was fought, i.e., on the 17th Rab? I, there was no leisure even 
for burying the dead. On the i8th they were carried from the 
battlefield, and buried in the wild jungle inhabited by wild animals. 
The bier of Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah on the same day, the 18th, 

1 The fight took place at Lakkaredi Palll, thirty five miles south of 
Cuddapalli city pn 13th February, 1751, see Cam bridge History of India, IV, 

3 8 7 -- 



ul.Umara j Nizam-ud-Daulah Bahadur Nasir Jang 407 

reached the sacred mausoleum and after the evening was interred near 
the Saint of God. God be praised ! Nawab’s murderers were first 
buried, and then he also found peace in his grave. “Therefore take 
a lesson O you who have eyes And all along the way where they 
had rested his bier, buildings have been erected; and people make 
pilgrimages to these places and offer prayers 1 2 3 . 

Of the Afghan leaders, who behaved treacherously to Nawab the 
Martyr, one was ‘Abdul Majid Khan, whose grandfather, ‘Abdul 
Karim Miyana, was one of the leading nobles of Bijapur. His des¬ 
cendants are still in possession of Bankapur etc. in the province of 
Carnatic. ‘Abdul Majid Khan sent his son Bahliil Khan under the 
guardianship of Nasib Yawar Khan as an auxiliary of the Nawab, but 
had secretly instructed his son and the other Afghans to revolt against 
him. He was in absence evolving treacherous chess designs. Himmat 
Khan, who murdered the Nawab, was the son of Alif Khan, son of 
Ibrahim Khan, son of Khidr Khan PannI. Khidr Khan was the chief 
agent of the above noted ‘Abdul Karim Mian Miyana. Da’iid Khan 
PannI, who was unfaithful to the Ainir-ul-Umara Husain ‘Ali Khan 
and was killed in battle, was the son of Khidr Khan. 

When in the reign of Shah ‘Alam the viceroyalty of the Deccan 
was transferred to Dhulficjar Khan son of Asad Mian Vazir, and the 
Niydbat was conferred on Da’ud Khan PannI, the latter appointed his 
brother Ibrahim Mian as his deputy for Haidarabad. When Haidar 
Quli Khan was appointed Divan of the Dcccan in the early days of 
Muhammad Farrukh Siyar, Ibrahim Mian was appointed Kotwdl p£ 
Kurnool. Since that date Kurnool has been in the possession of the 
descendants of Ibrahim Khan. In the war of revenge Himmat Khan, 
and his Divan Amanat Ullali Khan—who was the seed of all the mis¬ 
chief— Bahlfil Khan, Nasib Yawar Khan and other ill-disposed person¬ 
alities of the side were duly punished. When the army after reaching 

1 Vide Qnr-dn, p. 1058, Sara Al-Hashir, verse 2 (in pt ) 

2 More detailed accounts of Nasir Jang arc ro be found in Ghulam ‘All 

Azad’s Khaziind’ Amira and Sarv-i-Azad. 
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Kurnool plundered the city, all the family and children of Himtnat 
Khan were taken prisoner, and as a punishment for what this wretch 
had done, his life, property and honour were all lost. When this was 
the state of the living, what would they have to face on the Day of 
Judgment. “ And they who act unjustly shall know to what place of 
turning they shall turn back Husain D 5 st Khan, known as 
Chanda, was also killed by the sword of revenge, and his head was 
fixed on the point of a lance. 

The details of the affair arc ; Muhammad ‘All Khan son of 
Anwar-ud-Dln Khan Gopatnui’ after the death of his father took 
possession of the fort of Trichnopoly. When the tassels of the banners 
of Nawab Nizanvud-Daulah perfumed the plains of Arcot, Muhammad 
‘All Khan presented himself and was enlisted in service, and granted 
.'the title of his father. After the martyrdom of Nawab Nizam-ud- 
Daulah, he took shelter in the fort of Triclmopoly. During this time 
the province of Arcot was assigned to Chanda who was waiting at 
Pondicherry. Taking the same force of the French which had carried 
out the night assault on Nawab Nizanvud-Daulah, and with other 
forces he advanced to Trichnopoly. Anwar-ud-Din with his own 
force, and with the English—who were in possession of Devanon 
Pattan? and with whom he had made an alliance—came to oppose 
him. For some time the fire of battle kept ablaze, but at the end 
Anwar-ud-Dln Khan was victorious, and Chanda was taken alive. On 
the 1st of Sha'ban, 1165 A.H. (3rd June, 1752 A.D.) Chanda was 
beheaded, and his head fixed on the point of a lance was taken round. 
Similarly French leaders with 1,100 white-skinned Europeans were 
captured alive. After the martyrdom of Nawab Nizanvud-Daulah, 
none of the people, who had carried out the night assault, had an easy 
time, and this was the end of the affair. 

“Most surely there is a reminder in this for him who has a heart 

or he gives ear and is a witness 1 2 .” 

1 Vide Qtir-an, p. 74a, Surd Ash-Shu’ ara, verse 227 (in pi.) 

2 ibid., p. 999, Sura Qaf, verse 37 (in pt.) 
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NIZAM-UL-MULK ASAF JAH\ 

May his dust be illuminated ! 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 837-848) 

His maternal grandfather was Sa'ad Ullah Khan 2 , the Prime 
Minister of Sahib Qiran II, Shah Jahan Badshah, and his paternal 
grandfather was ‘Abid Kh an 3 , son of ‘Alain Shaikh, who was one of 
the great men of Samarkand, and a descendant of Shaikh Shihab-ud- 
Din Suhrawardy. ‘Abid Khan came to India during the reign of Shah 
Jahan, and rose to high office because of his acquaintance with the 
King and the services rendered to Prince Aurangzlb. He was in 
attendance on the prince during the latter’s battles with his brothers, 
and after his accession to the throne was exalted to the rank of 4,000. 
In the 4th year of the reign he was appointed Chief Sadr (Head Eccle- 

1 Two biographies of Asaf Jah arc included in the Malthir-nl-Umard, one 
on pp. 837-848, and the second on pp. 875-927. Both are similar, but the 
second one is more complete, and as its subtitle indicates, deals with the history 
from the time of Sa'ad Ullah I£han to Nizam ‘All I£han in 1176 A.H. (1762 
A.D.). £hulam ‘Ali states in the preface (Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 11) that 
Samsam-ud-Daulah had not written the life of Asaf Jah, and he has, therefore, 
supplied it from Kibaedna' ‘Amira. But it apparently turned up afterwards, 
for the account tianslated above appears to be by Shall Nawaz; it does not 
bear the letter Q which is a distinguishing mark of the supplementary biogra¬ 
phies prepared by 'Abdul Hayy, It is signally wanting in panegyric. The 
author of the work could not have had altogether pleasing recollection of Asaf 
Jah, and if the son wrote it, he may also have shared his father’s feelings. A 
detailed monograph on Asaf Jah— Nizamn'l-Mulk Asaf Jah l (1936) has been 
published by Dr. Yusuf Husain Khan. 

The translation of the second biography is published immediately after this 
account. 

2 Maalbir-itl-lJmard, Text, II, pp. 44 1 "449- Sa'ad Ullah l£han is described 
in the Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 208, as “the capable and learned 
minister of Shall Jahan”, 

3 hor ‘Abid Kuan, see Yusuf Husain Khan, op. cit., pp. 1-9; also Irvine. 
Later Mughals, I, pp. 268, 269. 
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siasucal Officer) and later promoted to the rank of 5,000, and granted 
.the title of Qulij Khan. After being removed from the office of 
the Sadr, he was reappointed to the same post on 16th Jummada II, 
1092 A.H. (24th June, 1681 A.D.) and in the siege of the fort of 
Golconda, Haidarabad, 24th Rabi‘ I, 1098 A.H. (29th January, 1687 
A.D.), he sacrificed his life as a result of a cannon shot 1 . 

Mir Shihab-ud-Din Ghazi-ud-Din son of ‘Abid Khan rose to high 
rank, and his biography has been included under the letter Ghain. 
The real name of Nawab Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah, son and heir of 
Ghazi-ud-Din Khan, was Mir Qamr-ud-Din. Fie was born in 1082 
A.H. (1671 A.D.) 2 . He became a favourite of Aurangzlb at an early 
age, and was raised to the rank of 4,000 and given the title of Chin 
Quikh Khan 2 . He rendered valuable services in the successful reduc¬ 
tion of the fort of Wakinkhera, and was given a 1,000 increase in his 
rank, which resulted in his promotion to the rank of 5,000. After the 
death of Aurangzlb, he behaved cautiously in regard to the disputes 
between the princes, and did not become a partisan of any of them. 
When Shah ‘Alain ascended the throne, he received the title of Khan 
Dauran Bahadur, and was appointed as Governor of Oudh and Faujdar 
of Lucknow; in those days the Faujdar of that city was appointed 
separately from the Court. The late learned Mir ‘Abdul Jalll Bilgrami 
found the date of his appointment in the same words: Khan Dauran 
Bahadur (1124 A.H., 1712 A.D.). Nawab Nizam-ul-Mulk soon 
resigned the appointment owing to the interference of the new officials 
and the obsolescence of the older ones, and went to Delhi. He put on 
the dress of a dervish, and confined himself to his quarters. After the 

t In a note by the editors is given an abridged account of his wound and 
death, and there is cross reference to Maathir, Text, II, p. 123. where the year 
of death is wrongly given as 1097 instead of 1098 A.H. Sec also Siyar-ul- 
Muta’a khkh irin (Calcutta reprint), IV, p, 198. 

2 See Irvine, of. cit., p, 270, and also the note regarding his age. The 
date is 14 Rabl‘ II, 1082 A.H. (20th August, 1671 A.D.). 

3 Chin Qulij in the text. The rank to which he was promoted is given 
as 5 ,oo° in the second biography, see Maathir , Text III, p. 876. 
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demise o£ Shah ‘Alam, when the throne was occupied for a few days 
by Muhammad Mu‘izz-ud-Dln (Jahandar Shah), he again received his 
former rank and title. When Muhammad Farrukh Siyar ascended 
the throne, he was exalted with the title of Nizam-ul-Mulk Bahadur 
Fath Jang, and the rank of 7,000, and appointed as the Governor of the 
Deccan 1 . When the governorship of the Deccan was transferred to 
the Amlr-ul-Umara Saiyid Husain ‘Ali Khan, and the Nawab hastened 
to the Capital, he was appointed Governor of Muradabad. When the 
Amlr-ul.Urnara returned from the Deccan, and Muhammad Farrukh 
Siyar was deposed, and a new King was set on the throne, the Nawab 
was appointed Governor of Malwa. Nawab Nizam-ul-Mulk went to 
Malwa, but finding that the officials at the Capital were acting trea¬ 
cherously, he, in the second year of Muhammad Shah corresponding to 
1 132 A.H. (1720 A.D,) proceeded to the Deccan. On the 1st of Rajab 
(28th April, 1720 A.D.) he crossed the Narbada (Nerbudda) river, 
and peacefully took possession of the fort of AsTr 2 from Talib IGaan, 
and the city of Burhanpur from Muhammad Anwar Mian BurhilnpurT. 
The Amlr-ul-Umara sent a large army under the command of Dilawar 
Khan in his pursuit. The Nawab under the semblance of making a 
shameful retreat started to encounter him. In the village of Hasanpur in 
the Sarkdr of Handiya a battle took place between the two parties on 13th 
Sha'ban (9th June, 1720 A.D.) 3 . Saiyid Dilawar Khan was killed, and 
the Nawab returned victorious to Burhanpur. The wounds of the injur¬ 
ed had not quite healed, when Saiyid ‘Alam ‘All Khan, the nephew of 
the Amlr-ul-Umara and his Deputy for the Deccan addressed himself to 
retrieving the disaster. He hastened at full speed from Aurangabad 
towards Burhanpur, and on the 6th Shawwal of the same year (31st 
July, 1720 A.D.) a severe battle took place near Balapur in the pro¬ 
vince of Berar 4 . ‘Alim ‘Ah Khan advanced impetuously, and lost his life 


1 See Irvine, Maathir , Text, IV, pp, 270-272. 

2 Asirgarh, not far from Burhanpur, was taken by him on 31st May, 
1720, sec Irvine, of. cit., II, p. 23. 

3 For full account of the battle see Irvine, of. cit., II, pp. 28-34. 

4 Sec Irvine, of. cit., II, pp. 47-50 for full details. 
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uselessly. The Nawab entered Aurangabad victorious and triumphant. 
As the pen of Destiny had decreed the downfall of the Saiyids of 
Barah, I‘timad-ud-Daulah Muhammad Amin Khan appointed a man, 
who treacherously killed the Amlr-ul-Umara while he was riding in a 
palanquin. This catastrophe took place on 6th Dhu’l Hijjah of the 
year (28th September, 1720 A.D.) at the stage of Tura 1 . Qutb-ul- 
Mulk, brother of the Amlra-ul-Umara, on receipt of this frightful news 
brought out of the fort at the Capital a Prince, and placed him on the 
throne, and having collected an army hurried to meet the enemy. 
After the battle he was made a prisoner. As the Nawab Nizam-ul- 
Mulk was engaged in the government of the Deccan, Muhammad 
Amin Khan 2 was appointed as the Vazlr. Muhammad Amin Khan 
was the son of Khwaja Baha’-ud-Dln, who was the brother of Nawab 
‘Abid Khan, and the Qad't of Samarqand (Samarkand). Muhammad 
Amin Khan had been the 2nd Bakhshl from the time of Muhammad 
Farrukh Siyar, and as has been remarked above, he was appointed to 
the high office of the Vazlr. But death did not leave him much time 
after the appointment, and he died in a few days’ time. Nawab 
Nizam-ul-Mulk came to the Capital from the Deccan, and put on the 
robes of the Vazlr 3 4 . He wished to re-introduce the precepts of 
Aurangzlb, which had been laid aside. The foolish officers consider¬ 
ing this contrary to their personal interests perverted the mind of the 
King. During the same period corresponding to 1135 A.H. (1722-23 
A.D.) signs of rebellion became apparent in the actions of Haidar Qull 
Mian, Governor of Gujarat, and the Nawab was deputed to chastise 
him' 1 ; and in this way the officers removed the Nawab from the 

1 Tura in the the text should be Toda Bhttn, sec Irvine, Maath^ir, Text, II, 
p. 58 and note. See also Beveridge & Prashad’s translation of Maatkir, I, 
p. 636, note 5- 

2 For his account sec Maathjr-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 336-350, translation 
arttea, pp. 114-117. Also Irvine, of. cit. I, pp. 263, 264, and II, pp. 103-105. 

3 21 st February, 1722, sec Irvine, op. cit.. II, p. 106, Maathir, Text, III, 
p. 877. 

4 Irvine, op. cit., II, p. 129, 
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Court. When the Nawab arrived at the stage of Jhabii 1 near 
Gujarat, Haidar Qull Khan, who had made a march to oppose him, 
perceived that he was not strong enough for a fight, and so feigned 
madness. The Nawab turned his reins to the Capital, and as a reward 
for his services was appointed Governor of Malwa and Gujarat, in 
addition to the government of the Deccan and the office of the Vazir 
(which he held already). But the hypocrisy of the officers disgusted 
him. In the year 1136 A.H. (1724 A.D.) the government of the 
whole of the Deccan was transferred from the Nawab to Mubariz 
Khan, who for many years had been the Nazim of Haidarabad. His 
annoyance at. this injustice became apparent, and making the uncon- 
gemahty of the climate of Capital and the congeniality of that of 
Muradabad, where he had served as Governor earlier, as his excuse, he 
rook leave from the King for going to Muradabad. After he had 
gone some stages, he turned off to the Deccan, and hurriedly reached 
there 2 3 4 . Mubariz Khan came forward to oppose him. In the vicinity 
of Shakarkhera\ sixty kos from Aurangabad, the two armies met. 
On the 23rd of Muharram, 1137 A. 11 . (1st October, 1724 A.D.) a 
severe battle* took place. Mubariz Khan was killed, and all the 

1 Jhaliih in the Tarikh-i-Muzaffan (vide note on p. 75° of text of 
Aiaathir-ul-Umar'a, III. It is probably (h.ilwarah or Jhalabarah of Jarrctt’s tran¬ 
slation of A'in, II, pp. 249, 233. 

2 The sequence of events in the above account is not correct. Nizam ul- 
Mulk took leave to proceed on a hunting excursion to his jagirs in Muradabad 
in December, 1923, while Mubariz Khan, Governor of Haidarahad was appointed 
as the Deputy for Prince Shahryar Shah, for the whole of the Deccan, on 14th 
February, 1724. Nizam-ul-Mulk started on his journey towards Muradabad 
in January, 1724, but soon turned towards Agra and making a detour through 
Malwa made all haste for the Deccan where he reached in August, 1724, Irvine, 
of. cit., II, pp. 136, 137. 

3 Shakrkhera in text, Irvine, and in Yusuf Husain Khan's work cited 
above, Shakar Khclda in Imperial Gazetteer, XII, p. 86, and Shakarkhcldu in 
Cambridge History of India, IV, p, 330. 

4 In reference to the date of this battle see note 2 under Mubariz Khan, 
ante, p, 98. 
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territories of the Deccan came into the Nawah’s possession, l.atcr 
the King tried to conciliate the Nawab, and always sent him gracious 
farmdns, and choice presents; and at this time he was granted the 
title of Asaf Jnh 1 . In the year 1150 A.H. (1737-38 A.D.) the King 
earnestly desired lus presence at the Court. The Nawab appointed 
his son Nizam-ud-Daulah Nasir Jang as his Deputy for the Deccan, 
and hastened to the Capital where he was honoured by the King. 
Fadl ‘All Khan versified the date of lus arrival as follows: — 

Quatrain 

A thousand thanks! the protector of faith has arrived. 

The ornament of ten kingdoms has arrived. 

A spirit whispered in my ear the date of his arrival: 

It said : The mark of God’s mercy has arrived 

(Ayat rahmat-lldbi d;nad : 1150 A.H., 1737-38 A.D.). 

The Nawab gave him as a reward Rs. 1 ,ooo and a horse with silver 
trappings. Two months after the Nawab’s arrival at Delhi, the King 
allowed him to return to the Deccan for chastising the Mnrathas. The 
Nawiib after reaching Agra left the normal southward route to the 
Deccan, and proceeded towards the cast. I Ic passed by Etiiwah and 
Makanpur, and crossed the Jumna below KiilpT, and from there turned 
southwards. He came to M.tlwa, and after traversing some stages, 
he reached the city of Bhopal, which was a dependency of Malwa. 
The Maratha armies from the Deccan met him at this place, and in 
the month of Ramadan of this year there were several severe engage¬ 
ments in the Bhopal territory. As the coming of Nadir Shah was 
imminent, the Nawab considering it most opportune to make a peace, 
returned to the Capital 2 . When Nadir Shah was victorious, and 

1 The title was conferred on him after he reached Delhi in compliance 
witli the King’s orders on 12th July, 1737 ’ 5CC Irvine, 11 , pp. 300, 301. In hi: 
other biography, however, it is stated that the title was granted m 1138 A.H 
See Mdatjpir , Text, III, p. 879. 

2 For the Bhopal campaign and the peace with Baji Rao, see Irvine, II 
pp. 302-306. Asaf Jah returned to Delhi in April, 1738- 
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there happened what was to happen, the Nawab was treated (by Nadir 
Shah) with, what was m comparison to the treatment of other officers, 
greac respect and consideration. As the Atnir-uI-Umara Khan Dau- 
ran 1 had sacrificed his life in the battle airainst Nadir Shah, the office 
of Aimr-ul-U.nara together with other dignities had been conferred 
on the Nawab before 2 the domination of Nadir Shah, and this was 
confirmed after the latter left (India). In the year 1153 A.H, (1740- 
41 A.D.) the Nawab took leave from the King to go back to the 
Deccan, and afeer completing the journey arrived at Burhanpur. Ins¬ 
tigators induced Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah Nasir Jang to oppose 3 his 
father. Several of the leaders and the army of the Deccan at first 
sided him, but later, out of their loyalty (to Asaf Jah), delayed to take 
up arms. When Nizam-ud-Daulah saw the change in the behaviour, 
of the army, he retired to the shrine of Shall Burhan-ud-Dln Gharib. 
When after making arrangements for the country and appointing 
new officers, Asaf Jah, in the beginning of che rainy season, reached 
near Aurangabad, Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah, fearing that lie might 
be attacked, went off from the shrine to the fort of Mallicr. Nawab 
Asaf Jah following the long standing practice allowed the troops to go 
to their homes and pasturages for the rainy season, and settled himself 
alone (i.c. unprotected by an army) in Aurangabad. 

As the cursed Satan is the robber of man, in that lie even perverts 
the thoughts of the prophets and makes them presumptuous and con¬ 
tradictory in accordance with the saying “By Allah, you are most 

1 K-hwaia Asam, Amir-ul-Uinara Samsam-ud-Daulah, for his life see 
M.nithir-ul-Umara, I, pp. 819-823, Beveridge & Prashad's translation, I, pp. 
775-778. 

2 (pesli) is probably a lapsus calami for (pas), or the clause 

ib£ jO t) )! u h as been misplaced in printing. The idea seems to 

be that when fshan Daman sacrificed bis life before Nadir Shah won the battle 
of Karnal and became the overlord, Asaf Jah succeeded lOian Dauran in tile 
office of the Amir-nl-Umara. 

3 For die rebellion of Nizam-ul-Mulk Nasir Jang see Yusuf Husain, op. 
til., pp. 237-244. 
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surely in your old error 1 ” , so Nizam-ud-Daulah, at the instigation of 
opportunists, made up his mind to attack Aurangabad, He collected 
nearly 7,000 horsemen and rapidly marched to near Aurangabad. 
Nawab Asaf Jah with such men as he had, and bis artillery took up 
his position in the neighbourhood of the city near the ‘Idgdb. On 
20th Jummada I, 1154 A.H. (24th July, 1741 A.D.) towards the 
evening a battle took place. On account of the artillery of Asaf Jah, 
the darkness of the evening, and the shortness of the time, the oppos¬ 
ing army (of Nizam-ud-Daulah) dispersed. Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah 
pushed on his elephant, and got near Asaf Jah’s, but he was wounded 
and fell into the hands of his exalted father. In 1156 AH. (1743 
A.D.) Nawab Asaf Jail determined to conquer Karnatik (Carnatic), 
and after reaching there he began by besieging and taking the fort of 
Trichinopoly 2 , which was in the hands of the Marathas. After that 
he took Arkat (Arcot) from the Newayatl tribe—who had long held 
it—and appointed to its charge Anwar-ud-Dhi Khan Shahamat Jang 
of Gopamau. In 1x57 A.H. (1744 A.D.) he returned to Auranga¬ 
bad. In 1159 A.H. (1746 A.D.) he took Balkonda—a dependency of 
Haidarabad which was in the hands of some officers—afeer a short 
siege. In 1 i6x A.H. (1748 A.D.) news was received of the advance 
of Ahmad Khan Abdall from Kabul to Delhi. The Nawab, as a 
matter of policy, started from Aurangabad towards Burhanpur. Ac 
Burhanpur he received the news that Ahmad Shall had been victorious, 
and that Ahmad Khan Abdall had after defeat turned back to Kabul. 

At this tunc Nawab Asaf Jah became seriously indisposed. In the 
same condition, on 27th Jummada I (14th May, 1748 A.D.) he 
marched towards Aurangabad. Owing to the complaint getting 
worse, he put up in tents near the city of Burhanpur. The disease 
became worse and worse from day to day, and at last on 4th Jum- 

1 Vide Qur-an, p. 493 , Sura Yusuf, verse 95 (in pt.). 

2 29th August, 1743. according to Yusuf Husain Khan, op, cit., p. 253, 
but see Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 384. where it is stated that Murari 
evacuated the fort on 25th August. 
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mada II, nGi A.H. (2ist-May, 1748 A.D. 1 ) he died at the time of 
afternoon prayers. At the time of the lifting of his dead body, the cry 
that arose from the people shook the whole world. The great officers 
carried his bier on their shoulders into the plain, and after prayers it 
was conveyed to the shrine of Shah Burhan-ud-Dln Gharib. May his 
tomb be purified ! Ic was committed to the earth at the foot of the 
Shaikh’s tomb in the direction of the Qtbla. Muttwaja Bihisht \ 
(Towards the Paradise; 1161) was the chronogram of his death found 
by Mir Ghulara All Azad. 

An account of the Period beginning with the time of Nawab Sa'ad 

Ullah Khan, the Prime Mmisccr of Shah Jahan Badshah to the 
time of Nizam ‘All Khan in the year 1176 A.H. 

(1762 A.D.). 

NAWAB ASAF JAH, the Asylum of Pardons 
(whose poetical name was ASAF) 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 875-927). 

Sa'ad Ullah Mian, his maternal grandfather was the Prime 
Minister of the Emperor Shah Jahan, and ‘Abid Khan, one of the 
nobles of Samarqand, and a descendant of Shaikh Shihab-ud-Dln, 
Suhrawardy was his paternal grandfather. ‘Abid Khan arrived in 
Hindustan during the reign of Shah Jahan, and entered the service of 
Prince Aurangzlb, who, after his accession to the throne, increased his 
rank gradually to 5,000, and twice appointed him to the office of the 
Sadarat-i-Kul. He was killed at the siege of Golkonda by a cannon 
shot on the 24th Rabi‘ I, 1098 A.H. (28th January, 1687 A.D.). 
His son, Mir Shihab-ud-Dln, was one of the principal nobles of 
Aurangzlb, and in time attained the rank of 7,000, with the title of 
GhazI-ud-Din Khan Badadur Flruz Jang, and as a reward for his 
eminent services at the battle of Bljapur received from the appreciative 
Sovereign in addition to his former titles the appellation of Farzand-i- 

1 1164 in Yusuf Husain Khan, p. 284, is a printer’s error for 1161, 
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Arjnmand. During the reign of Shah ‘Alam, he was appointed 
Governor of Gujarat where he died in 1122 A.H. (1710 A.D.). His 
son, Nawab Asaf Jah, whose real name was Mir Qamar-ud-Din, and 
who was born in 1082 A.H. (1671 A.D.), was raised by Hmperor 
Aurangzlb to the high rank of 5,000, with the title of Chin Qulich 
(Qulij in text) Khan, and about the close of that reign was appointed 
Governor of Bijapiir. Shah ‘Alam after his accession to the throne 
conferred on him the title of Khan Dauran Bahadur together with the 
office of the Governor of Oudh. Shortly afterwards, however, he, in 
consequence of some disagreement with the nobles of the Court, 
resigned his office, and having dressed himself as a faqtr went into 
retirement at Delhi. In the reign of Jahandar Shah, on taking up 
his normal life, he was reinstated in Ins former office with all his 
titles. In the first year of the reign of Muhammad Farrukh Siyar 
he received the title of Nizam-ul-Mulk Bahadur Fath Jang with 
the rank of 7,000, and was appointed Viceroy of the Deccan. But 
when Amlr-ul-Umara Saiyid Hussain ‘AH Khan was appointed to the 
viceroyalty of the Deccan, the Nawab returned to the Court, and 
instead of remaining retired like the King, accepted from the Court 
his appointment to the government of Muradabad. In the reign 
of Rafl'-ud-Darajut, he was promoted to the governorship of Malwa; 
and he having discovered the jealousy of the nobles made up his mind 
to conquer the Deccan. With this end in view he left Malwa in 
1132 A.H. (1720 A.D.) and turned to the Deccan. He peacefully 
obtained possession of the fort of Asir from Talib Khan, and the city 
of Burhanpur from Muhammad Anwar Khan, who during the reign 
of Ra£l‘-ud-Darajat had been appointed to the government of that 
place. On 13th of Sha'ban of the said year (9th June, 1720 A.D.) he 
defeated Saiyid Dilwar Khan, who had been deputed by the Fmpcror 
against the Nawab at Hasanptir in the district of Handiya. He then 
returned to Burhanpur, and on 6th of Shawwal of the same year (31st 
July, 1720 A.D.) gained a victory over Saiyid 'Alam ‘Ali Khan, 
nephew of AmTr-ul-Umara Saiyid Husain ‘All Khan, Viceroy of the 
Deccan, in the neighbourhood of Balapur. 
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And when the Saiyids of Barah were liquidated, and I‘timad-ud- 
Daulah, Muhammad Amin Khan—who succeeded them in the admi¬ 
nistration (of the country) under the Emperor Muhammad Shah—also 
died, Nizam-ul-Mulk returned from the Deccan to the Court and was 
appointed Prime Minister on 5th Jummada I, 1134 AH. (10th 
I-ebruary, 1722 A.D.). This faqir (i.e., the author) was living in 
the Capital in those days. During this time Mu‘izz-ud-Daulah Haidar 
Quli Khan Isfraylni Nazim of Gujarat rebelled (against the Central 
government), and Muhammad Shall appointed the Nawab to the 
governorship of Gujarat and Mfilwa, in addition to his offices of the 
Prime Minister and the viceroyalty of the Deccan, and placed him in 
charge of the expedition against Haidar Quli Khan. The Nawab very 
soon reached Jhabu near Gujarat, and Haidar Quit Khan, finding him¬ 
self unable to oppose (him), feigned madness, and retired. Nizam- 
ul-Mulk: appointed his uncle Hamid Khan his deputy for the govern¬ 
ment of Gujarat and Oudli, and returned to Malwa, the deputyship of 
which he encrusted to his cousin ‘Azlm Ullah Khan. He reached Delhi 
in the beginning of the Jummada l of that year (January, 1724 A.D.). 
The nobles were particularly anxious to prevent the Nawab from 
becoming firmly established at the Court, and they, therefore, turned 
the Emperor’s mind against him, and accordingly in 1136 A.H. 
(1724 A.D.), Mubariz Khan, Nazim of Haidarabad, was appointed 
to supersede the Nawab in chc government of the Deccan. Nizam- 
ul-Mulk in consequence of this pretended that the climate of Delhi 
did not suit him as much as that of Muradabad, to the government 
of which place he had previously been appointed, and accordingly 
took leave of the Emperor for proceeding to that place. After travell¬ 
ing a short distance he altered his course to the Deccan, where he 
arrived with all possible expedition. Mubariz Khan advanced to 
engage him, and on the 23rd of Muharram, 1137 A.H. (1st October, 
1724 A.D.), a severe action took place at Shakar Khera in which 
Mubariz Khan was killed, and all the dependencies of the Deccan 
accepted the auchonty of the Nawab. The Emperor on obtaining 
intelligence of this conduct of the Nawab appointed Mubiiriz-ul-Mulk 
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Sarbuland Khan Tun! to supersede him in the governorship of Gujarat, 
and Malwa was assigned to Girdhar 1 . The Emperor later tried to 
conciliate Nizam-ul-Mulk, and bestowed on him in 1138 A.H. (1725- 
26 A.D.) the title of Asaf Jah, and in 1130 A.H. (1737 A.D.) ear¬ 
nestly importuned him to return to Delhi. Nizam-ul-Mulk having 
appointed his son Nizauvud-Daulah Nasir Jang his deputy for the 
government of the Deccan proceeded to the Court which he reached 
about the end of Rab? I, of the same year (July, 1737 A.D.). After two 
months the Emperor deputed the Nawab for the chastisement of the 
Marathas, and appointed him Governor of Akbarabad (Agra) in place 
of Raja Jai Singh, and also Governor of Malwa in place of Bajl Rao, 
and he himself went to Akbarabad. Asaf Jah appointed Muhyi-ud- 
Din Qull Khan, who was his Vazlr and a relation, as his deputy for 
Agra and himself started towards Malwa. He had found that the 
roads along the banks of the river Chambal were very treacherous due 
to numerous deep pics and tunnels; the army of the Nawab had at the 
same place been greatly harassed by thieves inhabiting the area on his 
ruturri journey from the Dcccan. So he crossed the Jumna below 
Agra, keeping his course directed eastwards, and having passed Mukan' 
pur, again crossed the Jumna below KalpI, and entered the country of 
the Bundclas; the Raja of the Bundelas joined him with some troops. 
He then proceeded to Bhopal, which was a dependency of the Siiba of 
Malwa. Bajl Rao marched from the Deccan with a large army against 
him and in the month of Ramadan of the above mentioned year a 
bloody battle commenced in the neighbourhood of Bhopal. As 
the news of the invasion of Nadir Shah had spread, (the King) treated 
the Nawab much more graciously than the other courtiers'. As Amir- 
ul-Umara Samsam-ud-Daulah Khan Dauran had been killed in the 
battle with Nadir Shah, the Nawab (Asaf Jah) was appointed in addi¬ 
tion to his other offices to that of the Anffr-ul-Umara. 

About this period Nizam-ud-Daulah Nasir Jang, the deputy of 
Asaf Jah in the viceroyalty of the Dcccan, instigated by evil councillors 

i See, however, Maathir, Text, III, p. 835, for an entirely different version. 
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declared himself independent. The Nawfib in the year 1153 A.H. 
(1740-41 A.D.) made up his mind to settle this disturbance, and to 
conquer the Karnatik (Carnatic). He took leave of the Emperor and 
came to the Deccan. An action took place between the father and 
the son on 20th Jummada I, 1154 A.H. (23rd July, 1741 A.D.) in 
the vicinity of Aurangabad at a place a little to its west. Nawab 
Nizam-ud-Daulah, who was wounded, was taken prisoner by his 
august father. In the year 1156 A.H. (1743 A.D.) the Nawab en¬ 
gaged earnestly in an invasion of the Karnatic, and at first surrounded 
and took the fort of Trichinopoly, and later snatched Arkat (Arcot) 
from the enemy. In 1157 A.H. (1744 A.D.) he besieged and took 
the fort of Balkonda 1 which was a dependency of Haidarabad from 
Muqarrib Khan DcccanT. On the 4th of Jummada II, 1161 A.H. 
(21st May, 1748 A.D.) he departed from this life near Burhanpur. 
His body was carried to the illuminated Raudab near Daulatabad, and 
interred at the foot of the grave of Shah Burhan-ud-Dln Gharib. The 
Emperor Muhammad Shalt and his Vazir 1‘timad-ud-DauIah Qamar- 
ud-Dln Khan also died in the same year. The author said : 

Quatrain 

Three great pillars (courtiers) of the government of Hind 

departed from this world. 

Alas! Three matchless pearls fell from the palm of the world. 

I computed the date of death of the three as: 

The Shah of the world, the Vazir and the distinguished Asaf 

are no more. 

The Nawab was one of the principal nobles at the Court of the 
Emperors of the house of Timur. From the reign of Khuld-i-Makan 
(Aurangzlb) to the death of Firdus Aramgah (Muhammad Shah) lie 
fled over the four elements and governed for nearly thirty years the 
six Siibas of the Deccan which formerly had been under several exalted 
kings. A large number of the Amirs of Muhammad Shah belonged 


1 


About 100 miles north of Haidarabad, lat. 18" 51', long. 78° 20'. 
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to his family, and they performed their duties faithfully. He was a 
remarkable personality, endowed with angelic qualities and in his 
government the faqirs, the. learned, and deserving people received their 
share according to their deserts. And the learned and the holy persons 
of Arabia and Transoxania and Khurasan and ‘Iraq and of all parts of 
Hindustan having heard of his appreciative qualities came over to the 
Deccan, and received due favours from him. In the year 1141 A.H. 
(1728 A.D.) he laid the foundations of a rampart round the city of 
Burhanpur which was completed after some time. He founded 
Nizamlibad near the hillock of Fardapur in what was an altogether a 
wild desert, and built a mosque, a caravansarai, a palace and a bridge. 
He also constructed a wall round the city of Haidarabad and cut a 
canal from the River Harsul which passed through the centre of 
Aurangabad. Niziim-ul-Mulk was justly esteemed a , good poet as 
appears from a copious Diwiin which he left behind. The following 
verses were composed by him: — 

Verse 

When he saw reflected in the mirror the beauty of his beloved, 
The face of the mirror became clouded with fresh moisture. 

My mad heart was scorched by the fire of love, 

The light hovered round the head of my moth 1 . 

At the time of his death Nawdb Asaf Jah, Asylum of Pardons, 
had six noble sons: Mir Muhammad and Mir Ahmad both by one 
mother; Mir Saiyid Muhammad, Mir Nizam ‘All, Mir Muhammad 
Sharif and Mir Mughal all by different mothers. He bestowed on 
each of them high distinctive titles. The author for distinguishing 
them designates the first Amlr-ul-Umara, the second Nizanvud-Daulah, 
the third Mlr-ul-Mmnmahk, the fourth Asaf Jah II, the fifth Burhan- 
ul-Mulk and the sixth NasIr-ubMulk. Amlr-ul-Umara Flrtiz Jang 
GhazI-ud'Din Khan Bahadur, son of Nawab Asaf Jah, Asylum of 
Pardons, increased his fame by receiving the titles of his grandfather 

1 Taken verbatim from Kbazana ‘Amira, (Cawnpore Litho. cdn. 1900), pp. 

35-3S>- 
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from the Delhi Court, after Nawab Asaf Jah went to Delhi from the 
Deccan, and was favoured with high honours at the Capital. Later 
when m the year 1153 A.H. (1740-41 A.D.) the Nawab was per¬ 
mitted by Muhammad Shah to leave for the Deccan, the Nawab 
transferred to his son Fltuz Jang the office of Amlr-ul-Umara which 
had been bestowed on him after the death of Khwaja ‘Asam, Samsam- 
ud-Daulah Khan Dauran in the battle with Nadir Shah. On the 
death of Nawab Asaf Jah in the reign of Ahmad Shah the title and 
office of Amlr-ul-Umara were bestowed on Basharat Khan, but after a 
short time the robe of Amlr-ul-Umara was again bestowed on Shahadat 
Khan Flruz Jang. Afcer the death of Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah, 
Nasir Jang, Amlr-ul-Umara became anxious to succeed him as the 
Viceroy of the Deccan. The nobles, however, did not at first for 
various reasons agree, but after some time they consented, as will be 
narrated in the account of Safdar Jang. Amlr-ul-Umara was accor¬ 
dingly adorned with Khil'at of die viceroyalty of the Deccan by the 
Emperor Ahmad Shah, on the 3rd of Rajab 11 65 A.l I. (6th May, 
* 75 2 A.D.). He sec off for the Deccan in the midst of the rainy 
season, and as his third brother Amlr-ul-Mummalik (Salabat Jang) 
was in power at the time, he prevailed on Holkar, the Maratha chief 
who was near Delhi with a strong force, to join him. After comple¬ 
ting the journey lie arrived at Aurangabad on 20th Dhfil Qa‘da (18th 
September) of the same year. Amlr-ul-Mummalik, who was at that 
time at Haidarabad advanced to meet him, and the enemy (Holkar) 
seizing the opportunity demanded of Amlr-ul-Umara the entire country 
of KhandEsh, and Sangainnlr and Jalna from the dependency of 
Aurangabad, etc. Amlr-ul-Umara, being inexperienced and a stranger 
in the country, and having before him the major issue of facing the 
Amlr-ul-Mummalik, handed over a grant for the territory of Khandcsh 
etc. under his own seal to the Marathas; and so those extensive 
territories passed over for nothing to the Marathas. 

As it had, however, been so decreed by the pen of Fate that the 
Deccan State should be restored to Ainlr-ul-Mummalik, Amlr-ul- 
Umara died suddenly on the evening of the 7th of Dhfil Hijja the last 
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day of the year(i6th October, 1752 A.D.), only 17 days after his 
entry into Aurangabad, and all who had accompanied him on the expe¬ 
dition hoping for favours, fell into the well of despair. It was decided, 
that, after being satisfied about a safe passage, his bier should be taken 
to Delhi from Aurangabad with proper escort. At last they adopt¬ 
ed this course and as a scattered group in attendance on the corpse 
they accomplished the journey, and on their arrival there burried it 1 . 

‘Imad-ul-Mulk 2 3 —son of Amir-ul-Umara Flruz Jang, son of Nawab 
Asaf Jah, Asylum of Pardons, and daughter’s son of the late Vazlr-ul- 
Mummahk I‘timad-ud-Daulah Qamr-ud-Din Khan—whose real name 
was Mir Shihab-ud-Din, and who is also known by his hereditary title 
of Ghazi-tid-Dln Khan Bahadur Flruz Jang, on receipt of the grave 
news of the death of his father in the Deccan immediately went to the 
house of VazIr-ul-Muminalik Safdar Jang at Delhi. He remained 
there for some time, and so recounted his tale of woe that Safdar Jang, 
taking pity on him, had the title of Amir-ul-Umara granted to him by 
Ahmad Shah\ Later this true engraving proved ill suited to the stone 
of kindness, and ‘Imad-ul-Mulk plotted to remove Safdar Jang, as will 
be detailed in the account of Safdar Jang. ‘Imad-ul-Mulk during the 
progress of the conflict invited Holkar from Malwa and Jayappa 4 from 
Nagor to help him, but before their arrival peace was concluded with 
Safdar Jang. ‘Imad-ul-Mulk, Holkar and Jayappa all together march¬ 
ed against Suraj Mai Jat, and surrounded Bhratpur, Kumher and Deg, 
which were the three main fortifications of the Jut country. As arti¬ 
llery is an indispensable requisite for the reduction of forts, ‘Imad-ul- 
Mulk on the advice of the Maratha chiefs appealed to the Emperor 
Ahmad Shah for providing the necessary guns, and sent the petition 

1 Kbazdna ‘ Amira , pp. 48, 49. 

2 Khazdna 'Amira, pp. 50-54. For his biography sec Madthir-ul-Umard. 
Text, II, pp. 847-856 and Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, 1 , pp. 674-678. 
For a detailed account of ‘Imad-ul-Mulk and his times reference may be made to 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, ball of Mughal Empire, I, II. 

3 Sir Jadunath Sarkar, ball of Mughal Empire , I, pp. 454, 455. 

4 Jayappa Sindhia or Jayaji Sindhia. 



Nawiib Asaf Jah 


4 2 5 


ul-Umara ] 

through ‘Aqibat Mahmud Khan Kashmiri, his principal officer 1 . 
The Vaztr, Intizam-ud-Daulah, son of the late ‘Imad-ud-Daulah 
Qamr'ud-Din Khan, owing to his differences with the ‘Imad-ul-Mulk 
dissuaded the Emperor from sending the necessary guns. ‘Aqibat 
Mahmud Khan, however, prevailed on several of the imperial officers 
and the artillery contingent to join him by promising that on the ter¬ 
mination of the power of the Intizam-ud-Daulah they would receive 
high favours (irom his master), and attempted to remove Intizam-ud- 
Daulah. Accordingly on the day fixed for the purpose they went and 
surrounded Intizam-ud-Daulah’s house, and raised a great tumult. 
But not succeeding in accomplishing his purpose, he fled towards 
Dasna. On the way leaving the path of rectitude he pillaged the 
imperial Kbalsa domains and the fiefs of officers which were in the 
environs of Delhi. Meanwhile Suraj Mai Jut, who had been reduced 
to the last extremity by the besiegers, petitioned Ahmad Shiah for 
help. Ahmad Shah on the ostensible pretence of hunting and inspec¬ 
tion of administration of the area, but really to help the Jat, started 
from Delhi, and encamped at Sikandara. He sent orders to‘Aqibat 
Mahmud Khan, who was carrying on his depredations in the area, to 
present himself before him. ‘Aqibat Mahmud Kh an came alone from 
Khurja, and after paying his respects to the Emperor returned to 
Khurja. As decreed by Fate, the idea developed in Holkar’s mind, 
that as Ahmad Shah had delayed providing the guns, and now that he 
had marched out (of Delhi) attempts should be made to stop the 
necessary food supplies and fodder for the imperial army, and thus 
press him hard to force lum to provide the guns; and he wished to 
carry out his scheme without the knowledge or help of his allies. 
Without intimating his intentions either to GhazI-ud-Dln or Jayappa, 
Holkar started at night, and having crossed the Jumna river near 
Mathra (Muttra) on the night on which ‘Aqibat Mahmud Khan after 
paying his respects had returned to Mturja, and arrived near the impe¬ 
rial army in the early part of the night; he discharged several flights 

i Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of Mughal Empire, I, pp. ^26.^0. 

54 
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of rockets. The royal troops supposed that 'Aqibat Mahmud Khan 
had returned for mischief, and was committing depredations. Regard¬ 
ing the matter as of no consequence they neither got ready to fight 
nor did they attempt to retreat; thereby they would have averted the 
fate that awaited them. Later in the night, however, it became clear 
that Holkar was there, and as a result they were so much disturbed 
as to be unable either to make ready for fighting or to retreat. Conse¬ 
quently Ahmad Shah, Bihar Riio and Samsam-ud-Daulah Mir Atish, 
son of Amir-ul-Umara Samsam-ud-Daulah Khan Dauran, and a few 
retainers fled towards the Capital leaving behind their families and all 
the baggage. This hard blow to the dignity of the Timur dynasty 
was the result of inexperience, and want of judgment on the part of 
the Emperor. Holkar entered the camp without opposition, and 
plundered all the baggage of the Emperor. Zamaniya, the daughter 
of Emperor Farrukh Siyar and widow of the late Emperor Muhammad 
Shah, and ocher wives of the Emperor were taken prisoners 1 . Al¬ 
though Holkar showed them ail due respect, but the situation was 
extremely humiliating, ‘Imad-ul-Mulk on hearing the news gave up 
the siege and hurried towards tire Capital. Jayappa finding that his 
two allies had deserted him, and feeling that he alone would not be 
able to carry on the siege, withdrew towards Narnaul. Suraj Mai Jat 
was thus relieved without any exertion. ‘Imad-ul-Mulk with Holkar’s 
influence and the machinations of the royal officers, particularly 
Samsam-ud-Daulah Mir Atish, assumed the office of the Premier in 
place of Intizam-ud-Daulah, and the title of Amir-ul-Umara was 
assigned to Mir Atish. On the day of his assuming the charge of 
the premiership, he placed Ahmad Shah and his mother under con¬ 
finement, and on Sunday, the ioth of Sha'biin, 1167 A.H. (2nd June, 
1754 A.D.) he placed ‘Aziz-ud-Daulah 2 , son of Mu‘izz-ud-Dln 

1 Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of Alughal Emfire, I, pp. 534-541. According 
to this account the Emperor marched to Sikandarabad not Sikandara. The 
account in Grant Duff, H,story of Mabrattas (Edwardes’ Edn.), I, p. 474, 
appears to be based entirely on the description above. 

2 Tzz-ud-Din in the text is incorrect. His name is ‘Aziz-ud-Din 


or 
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Jahandar Shah on the throne with the tide of ‘Alamglr II. A week 
after they had been confined, he blinded Ahmad Shah and his mother 
—who had been the real cause of all trouble. After a few days he 
started for Lahore wich a view to regulating the affairs in the Punjab 
Saba 1 . 

It should not be forgotten that in the year ji6i A.H. (1748 
A.D.) Mu‘In ul-Mulk was appointed Governor of Lahore, and after 
his death his widow succeeded him in this office, as is detailed in the 
account of Sluh Durrani. ‘Imad-ul-Mulk left ‘Alamglr II in Delhi, 
and making Prince ‘All Gauhar as the leader of his expedition, started 
for Lahore via HansT and Hissiir. On reaching Ludhiana 2 , he, in 
compliance with Adina Beg’s request sent in the night a force, under 
the leadership of Saiyid Jamll-ud-Dln, the Commander-in-Chief and 
‘Abdullah Khan Kashmiri, his minister, to Lahore which was at a 
distance of 40 kos from that place. They reached Lahore within 
twenty four hours, and sending a party of eunuchs into the harem, 
woke up the Bfgam, who was sleeping quite unconcerned, and making 
her a prisoner removed her from her house and confined her in a 
tenr. The Bcgam was ‘Imad-ul-Mulk’s mother’s brother’s wife, and 
her daughter also had been betrothed to ‘Imad-ul-MuIk. ‘Imiid-ul- 
Mulk bestowed the government of Lahore on Adina Bfg in return 
for a tribute of 30 lakhs of rupees, and returned to Delhi. Shah 
Durrani, on hearing of these proceedings, was greatly incensed, and 
marched with all haste from Qandahar to Lahore. Adina Beg Khan— 
like a school boy who is scared of books—Hcd from Lahore to the 
wilderness of H.insI and Hissfir. Shah Durrani marched without delay 
to within 20 ko: of Delhi. ‘Imad-ul-Mulk, being without army and 

‘Aziz-utl-Daiilah, See Cambridge History of India , IV, p. 43G Sec also Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 543, 544. 

1 For the Pan jab affairs during this period, sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. 
cit., 11, pp. 50-81, 

2 iijop Biid.Uia in the text has been correctly identified as Ludhiana by 
Sir jadunath Sarkar. 
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materials, and seeing no remedy except submission, waited on Shalt 
Durrani. At first he was very annoyed, but later at the intercession 
of the Begum, referred to above, and Ashraf Anwar (Shah Vail Khan, 
the Chief Minister) of Shah Durrani, he became reconciled with the 
Khan (‘Imad-ul-Mulk), and the office of the Vazlr was also conferred 
on him without his having to pay any tribute for it. When Khan Jahiin 
was deputed by Shall Durrani to reduce the forts of Suraj Mai Jat, 
‘Imad-ul-Mulk in concert with Khan Jahiin performed valuable services, 
and earned encomiums from the Shah. W hen the demand for tribute 
for the premiership was set forth (by Shah Durrani), ‘Imad-ul-Mulk 
importuned the Shah to allow him to take with him a prince of 
Tlmtirid descent and a detachment of Durrani soldiers, to enable him 
to collect large sums of money as tributes from the Untcrbaid districts 1 
and present it to the Shah. Shah Durrani, accordingly, sent for from 
Delhi two princes, Hidayat Bakhsh son of ‘Alamgir II, and Mir7a 
Babur son of ‘Aziz-ud-Dln brother of ‘Alamgir II, and sent them 
with 'Imad-ul-Mulk and a force under Janbaz Khan, who was one 
of his officers in attendance. ‘Imad-ul-Mulk with the two princes 
and Janbaz Khan, buc without much bag and baggage crossed the 
Jumna, and started for Farrukhiibad, the seat of Ahmad Khan 
son of Muhammad Khan Baugash. Ahmad Khan welcomed them, 
and presented tents, pavilions, elephants, horses etc. as tributes to 
the princes, ‘Imad-ul-Mulk after crossing the Ganges then proceed¬ 
ed towards the Oudh sub a. Shujah-ud-Daulah, the Governor of 
Oudh advanced against him from Lucknow, and marched to the 
plains of Saudi and Pall on the borders of Oudh. Two small 
skirmishes took place between the vanguards of the two forces. Later, 
through the intermediation of Sa'ad Ullah Khan Rohilla, peace was 
concluded at the expense of 5 lakhs of rupees, partly to be paid 111 
cash, and a vague promise for the balance. Accordingly ‘lmad-ul- 
Mulk in company with the princes marched from the field of battle 


1 The area of Duab Oudh. 
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on the 7th of Shawwal, 1160 A.H. ( 1 st October 1747 A.D.) anti 
after re-crossing the Ganges returned to Farrukhabad*. 

After Shah Durrani, owing to the terrible ravages of cholera 1 2 in 
his army, rapidly started from the neighbourhood of Agra on his return 
journey to his own kingdom (Kabul). On the day of his arrival opposite 
to the Capital (Delhi) the Durrani was met by the Emperor ‘Alani- 
glr II and Najib-ud-Daulah on the banks of the tank of Maqsudabad. 
During his interview with the Emperor, the latter made bitter com¬ 
plaints against ‘Imad-ul-Mulk. The Shah, therefore, conferred the title 
of Amlr-ul-Umara on Najib-ud-Daulah, and started for Lahore. Najib- 
ud-Daulah 3 was of Afghan extraction, and as signs of greatness were 
apparent on lus countenance, ‘Imad-ul-Mulk had taken him into lus 
own service. When Shah Durrani came to India, he gamed favour 
with the Shah through his outstanding qualities and because of the 
regard for his being of the same tribe (Afghan), until he was elevated 
to the office of the Amlt-ul-Umarfi by running down ‘Imad-ul-Mulk. 
In short, ‘Imad ul-Mulk with a view to removing Najib-ud-Daulah 
started for Delhi from Farrukhabad. And having invited Raghunath 
Rad a uterine brother of BalajI Rad, by exaggerated accounts from the 
Deccan, they together besieged Delhi. ‘Alatnglr II and Najib-ud- 
Daulah were besieged. For forty five days an artillery duel was 
carried on, till Holkar accepting a heavy bribe from Najib-ud-Daulah 
arranged for a truce. And bringing Najib-ud-Daulah with his family 
and property, honourably out of Delhi allowed lum to encamp near 
lus own camp. Fie took possession of his fief on the other side of the 
Jumna river consisting of Maharpur, Chiinddr and all districts of 
Farah. When the leader of the Marathas besieged Najib-ud-Daulah at 

1 For the expedition see Sir J.ultinath Sarkar, of. cit., }>p. 130-156, 
where it is described as an expedition sent for recovering the Dfi.il) and Oudh. 

2 j has rightly been interpreted as Cholera by Sir Jadunatli Sarkar, 
op. tit ., p. 125. 

3 For his biography sec Maathir-nl-Umar 3 , Text, III, pp. 865-868, and 
translation with notes intea, pp. 
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Shukattal, as is detailed in the account of Shujah-iid-Daulah, Najib- 
ud-Daulah importuned ‘Imad-ul-Mulk to come from Delhi to help 
him. ‘Imad-ul-Mulk—who was annoyed with Khan KItalian Intizam- 
ud-Daulah, and was also not on good terms with the Emperor 
‘Alamgir II, in view of his belief that they were keeping up secret 
communications with Shall Durrani, and that they wished forNajIb- 
ud-Daulah’s superiority over him (‘Imad), lie first killed Khan Khanan, 
and after three days on Thursday, the 8th Rabl‘ II, i 163 A.H, (6th 
March, 1750 A.D.) made 1 Alamgir II drink the dregs of martyrdom. 
He placed on the throne the same day Muhly-ul-Millat son of Mulily- 
us-Sunnat, son of Kant Bakhsh soil of Auraugzlb, with the title of 
Shah Jahan III 1 . After the murder of the Emperor and Khan Khanan, 
he complied with the recpicst of DattajI, and hurried to his assistance. 
About this time the news of the return of the Shah Durrani caused a 
consternation in that neighbourhood. DattajI giving up his camp at 
Shukartal started towards Sirhind with a view to fighting with Shah 
Durrani, and ‘Imad-ul-Mulk returned to Delhi, When he heard of 
the fight between Datta and the vanguards of Shall Durrani, he became 
certain of the victory of the Durranls and the defeat of his uncle 
(DattajI); he could judge that of the two wrestlers who were having 
a bout, the stronger through the strength of his arms was sure to defeat 
the weaker. The Durranls by the force of their hard riding 2 had 
driven back his uncle (DattajI) towards Delhi. 'Imad-ul-Mulk realized 
that Shah Durrani, after defeating his uncle (DattajI) would soon 
arrive in Delhi. Out of fright he left the new Emperor at Delhi and 
himself proceeded to the domain of Suraj Mai Jat. 

But Nizam-ud-Daulah 1 , the second son of Nawab Asaf Jah, the 
Asylum of Pardons! is the central gem of the collar of nobles and the 

1 Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 213, zi 4 ; Shah Jahan II in the work 
should, however, he Shah Jahan III. 

2 , fji 7 urk-tazi is explained by Irvine, Army of the Indian 
Moghuls, p. 241, as “hard or expeditious riding". 

3 Khazana ‘Amira, pp. 54, 35. For his biography sec Maathir-ul-Vmart. 
Text, III, pp. 848-862, and translation antca, pp. 398-408. 



ul-U mard] 


Nawab Asaf Jah 


4j‘ 

central theme of the compositions of poets; a detailed account of 
whom has been included in his biography; here only a short account 
of his doings adorns these pages. When Nawab Asaf Jah proceeded to 
Delhi in the year 1150 A.H. (1737 A.D.) he appointed his august 
son as his Deputy for the Deccan. And during the period of his deputy- 
ship, he defeated Biijl Riio 1 , whose head was full of vanity, as has 
been detailed in the account of the Marathas. After the death of 
Asaf Jah he sat on the Masnad of the Deccan. The Maratha chiefs 
were so afraid of him that till the end of his reign none of them ever 
quitted their own territories. Ahmad Shah, the Emperor of Hindu¬ 
stan, sent a royal script in his own handwriting ro Nawab Nizam-ud- 
Daulah (inviting him to Delhi) for regulating che state affairs. The 
Nawab proceeded post-haste as far as the Narbada, when he received 
another letter revoking the earlier one. Further, Muzaffar Jang, as is 
detailed in his account, had turned his head from the path of loyalty. 
The Nawiib, therefore, retraced his steps from the Narbada, and with 
70,000 cavalry and 1,00,000 infantry started to chastise Muzaffar 
Jang. He proceeded with all possible expedition to Pondicherry which 
was at a distance of 300 Jarlbi kos from Aurangabad. And on 26th 
Rab!' II, 1163 A.El. (24th March, 1750 A.D.) there was a severe 
battle 2 . The breeze of victory waved the plumes of the standards 
of Nizam-ud-Daulah and Muzaffar Jang was taken prisoner. Nizam- 
ud-Daulah spent the rainy season at Arkat. The Karnatik Afghans, 
Himmat Khan and others, who had been employed by him 
during the last war, forgetting the claims of discipline and loyalty and 
being carried away by the greed of acquiring territory and treasure, 
conspired to turn against him. And in concert with the French at 
Pondicherry they on the night of 17th (5th December, 1750 A.D.), 
according to the astronomical calculations and 16th Muharram of 

1 Raja Riio in the text. The reference is apparently to Baji Rao's 
depreciations carried out during 1739-40, as a result of which the districts of 
Khargacin and Handiya were ceded to the Peshwa, see Cambridge History of 
India, IV, p. 383. 

z At Valudavuv, Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 387. 
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1164 A.H. according to the current calendar, carried out a night 
assault, and Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah was sent to the red fields of 
martyrdom ( i.e . kdled). Some of his trusted attendants carried his 
corpse to the shrine of Burhan-ud-Din Gharlb, and he was burned 
close to Nawab Asaf Jah. After Nizam-ud-Daulah’s martyrdom, 
Muzaffar Jang 1 who was in captivity, was raised to the dignity of 
the Governor of the Deccan, and from Pondicherry they started for 
Haidarabad. Fate and the Divine decree, however, made arrange¬ 
ments for the revenge of Nawab Nizam-ud-Daulah, and misunder¬ 
standings developed between Muzaffar and the Afghans. On the day 
when they were camping in the field of Lakkaredi Palli 2 their 
enmity burst forth, and the two parties ccming out of their res¬ 
pective tents starccd fighting on 17th RabT‘ I of the said year. The 
leaders of the two parties including Muzaffar Jang, Himmat 
Khan and others were killed; the innocent murder of Nawab Nizam- 
ud-Daulah was revenged by the ignominous end of all its perpetrators 
at one stroke. The real name of Muzaffar Jang was Hidayat Muhiy- 
ud-Dln Khan. He was the great grandson of Sa'ad Uliah, the Vaz’tr 
of Sahib Qiran II, Shah Jahan Badshah, and was the daughter’s son of 
Nawab Asaf Jah, Asylum of Pardons! He was the Governor of Bljapur 
during the time of Nawiib Asaf Jah. In the time of Nawab 
Nizam-ud-Daulah Martyr, he rebelled. Nawab Husain Dost Khan, 
also known as Nawab Chanda Sahib, who was one of the nobles 
of Arkat, joined bun and instigated him to capture Arkat. Muzaffar 
Jang turned towards Arkat. In the expedition he was able to 
arrange for the alliance of a large force of the French from Pondi¬ 
cherry through the intermediation of Nawab Chanda Sahib. They 
advanced to attack Anwar-ud-Dln Khan of Gopamau—who had 
been the Nazim of Arkat since Nawiib Asaf Jah's time—and 
on 16th Sha‘ban, 1162 A.H. (21st July, 1749 A.D.) a bloody 

1 K_bazana 'Amira, pp. 59-ffi. There is a certain amount of unnecessary 
repetition in this account. 

2 Lakret Palli in the text is Lakkrcdi Palli, 35 miles south of Kuddapah 
city, see Cambridge History of India. IV, p. 387. 
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battle took place. Shabamat Jang fighting bravely drank the cup of 
death. 

After the martyrdom of Nawab Nlzam-ul-Mulk the Afghans and 
the French placed Muzaffar Jang on the Masnad of the State. 
Muzaffar Jang appointed Ram Diis as his Divan with the title of Raja 
Raghiinath Das. This Ram Das was a Brahmin soldier, native of 
Chicacole, and was an assistant ( Mutsaddl ) in the government of 
Nizam-ud-DauIah, He did not hold any high office, but having 
taken a very active part in the murder of Nizam-ud-Daulah became a 
great favourite with Muzaffar Jang. Consequently the latter raised 
him to this high office, and he left with the Afghans for Pondicherry. 
There he saw the Captain or the Governor of the place, and taking a 
force of French soldiers started for Haidarabad. After passing Arkat 
he aruved in the Afghan territory. Through the vagaries of Fate 
differences sprang up between Muzaffar Jang and the Afghans. On 
the day when they were encamped at LakkaredT Palll the secret diff¬ 
erences became apparent, and led to a fight. Muzaffar Jang and the 
French on one side and the Afghans on the other arranged their ranks 
for fighting. I liminat Khan and other Afghan leaders were kill¬ 
ed. Muzaffar Jang also died of an arrow wound in the pupil of the 
eye. This incident took place on 13th Rabi 1 1 , 1 164 A,H. (2nd 
February, 1751 A.D.). 

Muzaffar Jang had a scholarly mind and was a good logician. He 
was not at all interested in poets. During his reign—which did not 
extend more than a couple of months—the author had an opportunity 
of being in his company for eight days. Nights were spent in literary 
discussions. Fie was not at all averse to boasting and flattery. As 
soon as he started praising himself, the company would begin to use 
expressions affirming and testifying to his assertions. During the 
reign of Muzaffar Jang Balaji from Poona invaded Aurangabad with a 
large army. Rukn-ud-Dauluh, the Governor of the place, got rid of 
him by paying him 15 lakhs of rupees. This Rukn-ud-Daulah was 
one of the chief nobles of Nawab Asaf Jail. He died on nth Rajab, 
nyoA.H. (1 st April, 1757 A.D.). Muzaffar Jang was the first CO 
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employ Europeans and thus to introduce them in the Muhammadan 
States. Prior to this Europeans lived in their ports, and never en¬ 
croached beyond their boundaries. After the martyrdom of Nizam- 
ud-Daulah he took the French into his employment and owed to their 
assistance the increase in his power. After Muzaffar Jang’s murder, 
the Europeans (French) enlisted in the armies of Amlr-ul-Mummalik, 
and took possession of Chicacole, Rajamundry and other places as 
parts of rheir fiefs. And so increased their influence that the govern¬ 
ment of the Deccan passed into their hands. Monsieur Bussy, the 
leader of the French was granted the title of ‘Umdat-ul-Mulk. As a 
considerable amount of rivalry has always existed between the English 
and the French, and their native countries are also adjacent, so the 
English also became desirous of gaining a foothold in the affairs of 
the country—just as one owl becomes jealous of another—and they 
took possession of Arcot. They already held Bengal, and had taken 
possession of the fort of the Surat port. In 1 174 A.H. (1760-61 
A.D.) they besieged Trichnopoly, and taking it from the French, 
razed all its fortifications to the ground. ChicacSle, Rajamundry and 
other towns, which formed part of the French possession, and no one 
could even surmise how these territories would ever be freed from 
their yoke, were now recovered without any effort. 

Amlr-i-Mummalik” was the third son of Nawab Asaf Jah, the 
Asylum of Pardons ! His real name was Saiyid Muhammad Khan, 
and at first had the title of Salabat Jang, but later during the reign 
of ‘Alamglr II, he received the title of Amlr-ul-Mummalik. After 
the murder of Muzaffar Jang, Raja Raglninath Das and other 
grandees made him their leader, and Raja Raghunath Das became 
the Prime Minister. The Raja prevailed upon the French troops 
which Muzaffar Jang after enlistment had brought over with him from 
Pondicherry, to take up employment with the Amlr-ul-Mummalik. 
After traversing the intervening stages Amlr-ul-Mummalik reached 

1 Kha?. 3 na ‘Amira, pp. 61-66. He is referred to as Salabat Jang in 
Cambridge History of India. 
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Aurangabad. Having spent the rainy season there, he, on i Ith 
Dhii’l Hijjah, 1164 A.H. (20th October, 175 1 A.D.), started 
with 50,000 cavalry men for punishing Balajl. Fighting began on 
12th Muharram, 1165 A.H. (20th November, 1751 A.D.), 
The brave warriors of Islam fighting all the way drove away the 
Marathas as far as Poona. The inhabited localities of the enemy, 
which they passed enroute, were burnt down and completely destroyed. 
The French artillery killed very large numbers of the enemy. 
Particularly on the night of 14th Muharram (22nd November) 
there was a total eclipse of the moon. The French earned out a 
night assault on the army of the Marathas 1 , and consigned to the 
eternal fire-temple (i.e. massacred) a very large number of the opposing 
force. Balajl, who was busy with devotional exercises customary 
among the Hindus during the eclipse of the moon, naked as he was, 
got on to the back of an unsaddled horse, and sought safety in 
flight. The idols and golden utensils used by the Hindus during 
worship fell into the hands of the Muhammadans. But as a result of 
discord, the results of this expedition and the peace that followed 
were almost nil. After the termination of hostilities Amlr-ul-Mum- 
malik returned to Haidarabad. On 13th Jummada II, 1165 A.H. 
(17th April, 1752 A.D.) the French levies killed Raja Raghunath 
Das on the plains of BhaikT 2 . Nawab AmTr-uI-Mummalik hastened 

1 Tile surprise attack was between Ar.mgaon and Sarola. The counter 
attack by Pcshwa Balajl only five days later is not mentioned in this account; 
see Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 3^7. 

2 Thalki of the text should be Bhalki. See Grant Duff, History 

of the Mabrattas, I, p. 456. Raja Raghunath Das was murdered “in a tumult 
apparently created by the soldiery ori account of their arrears’’, but the date of 
murder is given as 7th April in Grant Duff. The appointments of Rukn-iid- 
Daulah and Samsam-ud-Daulah were made in accordance with Btissy’s advice, 
op. til., p. 460, Rukn-ud-Daulah's real name was Mir Isma'il; for his account 
see Maa[hir-ul-Umarit. Text, II, pp. 359-3 ^ 1 - Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, 
I, pp. 835,836. 
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to Haidarabad, and in compliance with his orders Rukn-ud-Daulah 
and Samsam-ud-Daulah reached Haidarabad from Aurangabad. 

Rukn-ud-Daulh was appointed the Prime Minister. Suddenly the 
news was received that Anur-ul-Umara Firiiz Jang, son of Nawab 
Asaf Jah, having received a grant for the viceroyalty of the Deccan 
from Ahmad Shah had started for the Deccan. Rukn-ud-Daulah 
neglecting his duties as the Premier went to Murmulla 1 to Januji 
Nimbalkar 2 . His intention was that as the Amlr-ul-Umara was 

coming with Holkar’s forces to the Deccan, he (Rukn-ud-Daulah) 

might through the intermediation of Januji Nimbalkar and also of 
BalajT—with whom he was on terms of intimacy since the days of 
Nawab Asaf Jah, Asylum of Pardons!—be introduced to and 
gain a footing with the Amlr-ul-Umara. While Rukn-ud-Daulah 
left Haidarabad, Samsam-ud-Daulah remained there, and in the 
government of Haidarabad replaced the AmTr-ul-Umara. The 
AmTr-ul-Umara after reaching Aurangabad died after a short sptll 
of seventeen days 3 — during these seventeen days, however, he was 
responsible for several unfortunate affairs. The Marathas, who 
were supreme in the government of AmTr-ul-Umara, made him 
cede to them by a written agreement the country of Khandfsh 
and the Sarkars of SangamnTr, Jalna etc.; as a result the control 
of the Muhammadan government over these territories disappeared 
altogether. After the death of AmTr-ul-Umara, the Marathas 
allied themselves with the AmTr-ul-Mummahk who had come from 
Haidarabad to oppose the AmTr-ul-Umara, and made him confirm 
the cessation of the territories which they had obtained from the AmTr- 
ul-Umara. Later Rukn-ud-Daulah also arriving from Murmnlla, joined 
Atmr-ul-Mummahk, and was reappointed Premier. Samsam-ud-Daulah 

1 of text is Murmulla, see Grant Duff, op, cit., p. 461, and Thorn¬ 
ton’s Gazetteer of India, p. 5 ° 2 , it ls a town in Sholapur District, Bombay. 

2 y£J lia Banalkar of the text should he Nimbalkar. 

3 See Grant Duff, op. cit., pp. 461,462, and note 4, where the poisoning 
of Amir-ul-Umara QhazI-ud-Din is discussed at length. 
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was discharged and sene to Aurangabad. When the rainy season 
approached, Amlr-ul-Mummalik with Rukn-ud-Daulah come to Auran¬ 
gabad. ‘Uindat-ubMulk and Monsieur Bussy arrived and met Rukn- 
ud-Daulah. On 14th Safr, 1167 AH. (nth December, 1753 A.D.) 
Samsam-ud-Daulah Shah Nawaz Aurangabad! was reappointed Premier 
displacing Rukn-ud-Daulah Samsam-ud-Daulah exerted himself for 
four years to carry out the duties of the exalted office, and in the days 
of his premiership, he, by carefully arranged plans, was able to keep 
the Marathas in their place, and there were no disturbances whatso¬ 
ever. Details of his regime have been given in the preface of the 
work Maatbir-ul-Umara '. 

Mir Nizam ‘All and Mir Muhammad Sharif, who were unem¬ 


ployed, were living during this time with Amir-ul-Mmnmalik. Samsam- 
ud-Daulah in the year 1169 A.H. (1755~56 A.D.) made Amlr-ul- 
Mummalik appoint the first as Governor of Berar and the second as 
Governor of Bijapur, and sent them to their respective charges. Mir 
Nizam ‘Al! later became known as Asaf Jah II, and Muhammad 
Sharif at first received the title of Shujah-ul-MuIk and subsequently 
that of Burhan-ul-Mulk. On 6ch Dhu’l Qa'da, 1170 A.H. (23rd 
July, 1757 A.D.) Burhan-ul-Mulk — who had come to the court at 
Aurangabad from Bijapur — was appointed Prime Minister in succes¬ 
sion to Samsam-ud-Daulah. During these days Asaf Jah II came from 
Berar to Aurangabad with a large army, and dismissing Burhan-ul- 
Mulk, took the entire charge of the State into his own hands. 

While Burhan-ul-Mulk was working as the Premier, he was also 
designated as the heir-apparent. In the same year Balaji Riio came to 
the environs of Aurangabad for creating trouble. Asaf Jah II left 
AmTr-ul-Mummalik in charge of Aurangabad, and himself with Bur¬ 
han-ul-Mulk advanced fighting to Sind Khera (Sindkhed), which was 


1 Maathir-ul'UmarZ, Text, I, pp. 24-33. Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 18- 
25. Samsam-ud-Daulah was dismissed 011 27th July, 1757, but was induced 
to take up office again on 13th November. All power, however, later passed 
into the hands of Nizam 'All, later Asaf Jah II, who became the heir-apparent 
and regent. 
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abouc 30 kos from Aurangabad. Finally truce was effected by granting 1 2 
a fief to the Marathas; territory of the Dcccan yielding a revenue of 
27 lakhs of rupees was assigned to them; and rule of the Muham¬ 
madans over these areas came to an end. Nawab Asaf Jah II, after 
concluding the peace returned from Sindkhcd to Aurangabad. Haidar 
Jang, the Munster (Divan) of Monsieur Bussy, became the Comman¬ 
der of the French. As he saw that the presence of Nawab Asaf Jah 
was a great impediment in the successful prosecution of his plans, he 
intrigued to remove the latter. By a variety of stratagems he alienat¬ 
ed Ibrahim Khan Gnrdr and the entire soldiery of Nawab Asaf Jah 
from the latter, and enlisted them in the service of Monsieur Bussy. 
'He agreed to pay the arrears of the salary of the army to the extent 
of eight lakhs of rupees; and so the Nawab was left without any 
supporters. Later he imprisoned Samsam-ud-Daulah, and so his fears 
in regard to both these rivals were set at rest. Fie further made plans 
for sending away Nawab Asaf Jah to Haidarabad on the pretence of 
appointing him as the Governor of Haidarabad, but really with a view 
to imprisoning him in the fort of Golkanda (Golconda). In this way he 
hoped to have a clear field for the execution of his plans, but he could 
not anticipate that all his designs were to be upset by Fate. About 
noon on 3rd Ramadan, 1171 A.H. (nth May, 1-758 A.D.), Haidar 
Jang went to the tent of Nawab Asaf Jah. The latter had already 
conspired with his advisers to murder Haidar Jang. Asaf Jah’s officers, 
who were present in the assembly, and his trusted servants took hold 
of Haidar Jang, and cut off his head, Nawab Asaf Jah mounted a 
horse, and left the camp unattended. The French artillery were con¬ 
founded, and this deed (of Asaf Jah) surpassed any achievements of 
Rustam and Afrasiyab. The murder of Haidar Jang resulted in Mon¬ 
sieur Bussy and other leaders of the army losing control, and in the 
resulting disturbances opportunists made martyrs of Nawab Samsain- 

1 In January, 1758, see Cambridge History of India, IV. p. 389. 

2 Kapurdi in the text in place of Garth, see Cambridge History 
of India, IV, p. 389, and Grant DuCT, op. cit.. p. 498. 



nl-Umard\ 


Nawab Asaf ]ah 


439 


ud-Daulah and Yamln-ud-DauIah, and Mir ‘Abdul Nabi Khan son of 
Nawab Samsam-ud-Daulah. After this incident, Amlr-uUMummalik, 
Burhan-ul-Mulk and Monsieur Bussy hastened to Haidarabad, while 
Nawab Asaf Jah II after the murder of Haidar Jang took the road to 
Burhanpur. Ibrahim Khan Gardl, who had forcibly been alienated by 
Haidar Jang from Nawab Asaf Jah, during this period 1 again joined 
the latter. Nawab Asaf Jah on 13th Ramadan of the same year (21st 
May, 1758 A.I).) reached the outskirts of Burhanpur, and confined to 
prison the wealthy men of the cicy and Muhammad Anwar Khan 
Burhanpur! and others. Muhammad Anwar Khan as a result of the 
persecutions and grief at his confinement died on 17th Dliu’l Qa’da 
(23rd July, 1758 A.D.), and was buried in the shrine of Shah Burhan- 
ud'Din Gharib. Nawab Asaf Jah left Burhanpur and went to Berar. 
He encamped at Basin 2 , which was one of the main towns of Berar. 
After his encampment he started hostilities against JanujT son of Raghu 
Bhonsle who was the Chief of Berar, but a peace was soon concluded 
between them. After that he joined Amir-ul-Mummalik, who 
was at the time in the neighbourhood of Haidarabad. After 
meeting, there were many disputes and altercations amongst the three 
brothers. Finally, however, it was settled that Nawab Amlr-ul- 
Mummalik and Nawab Asaf Jah II should unite, while Nawab Burhan- 
ul-Mulk should retire to his government at BTjapur. On 18th Rabi‘ I, 
1173 A.H. (9th November 1759 A.D.) a new development took 
place, when Sadashiv (Rad) with his two brothers, the cousins of BalajI 
took possession of the fort of Ahmadnagar (Bcdar), the Capital of the 
Nizam-Shahls, through a treacherous collusion with die Commandant; 
on that day his forces entered the fort and took possession.. The 
city of Ahmadnagar was founded by Ahmad Nizam Shah in 900 
A.H. (1494-95 A.D.), and was named after him. In two to three 
years the city became well populated, and after a short respite, Ahmad 

1 See Grant Duff, op. cit., pp. 499 ,500 and Cambridge History of 
India, IV, p. 390, 

2 Patim in the text. 



440 Nawitb Asaf Jah [Maatbit- 

Nizam Shah built a rampart of stone and mortar, and inside it built 
handsome buildings and decorated dwellings for his own use. After 
his death the fort remained in the possession of his descendants till in 
the early part of the year 1005 A.H. (1600 A.D.) Prince Damyal son 
of the Emperor Akbar and Khan Klianan the Commander-In-Chief, 
took possession of it from the Nizamshahis. After that comman¬ 
dants of the Timurid Kings of India held this fort on their 
behalf, till after 270 years it passed from the hands of Muham¬ 
madan rulers to idol worshippers. In this year Jadav Rao formed 

the extravagant idea of the wholesale elimination of Muham¬ 
madan rulers from the Deccan, and to make the rule of ldolators 
flourish there he enlisted in his service Ibrahim Khan Gardt, who 
was a worse idol-maker than Adhur. This Ibrahim Khan 
was of low origin, but having attained a considerable amount of 
military experience wich the European (French) forces followed their 
maxims in batclcs. He had a considerable quantity of military stores 
and several guns with him. Originally he was in the service of Asaf 
Jah II, but left the Nawab owing to the latter’s indifference and 
disregard, and joined the Marathas. The Marathas starting from 
Poona, came face to face with the Nizam’s forces on 22nd Jummada 
I, 1173 A.H. (rith January, 1760 A.D.) at Odgir. Ac this the 
Marathas had 60,000 cavalry men. Amlr-ul-Mummahk and Asaf 
Jah II planned to force their way from Odgir to Dliarur, and having 

joined with the forces stationed there to push on to the enemy’s 

stronghold at Poona. 

It should not be forgotten chat previously the Marathas used to 
employ predatory Cossack tactics, in so far as they used to cause 
worry by stopping the supplies of grain and fodder for the armies of 
the Muhammadans, and only engaged themselves if a suitable oppor¬ 
tunity presented itself. The mainstay of the Muhammadan forces 
was artillery, with which they surrounded their troops, and tried to 
repulse the enemy. On this occasion owing to the alliance of 
Ibrahim Khan with the Marathas the Cossak tactics were combined 
with the European mode of warfare, viz., bombardment by the 
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artillery. They also had some light guns with them. The Muham¬ 
madan army moved all together in a mass surrounded by their guns, 
and as they were very crowded, they offered excellent targets for 
the Maratha artillery, while the Marathas seldom suffered from 
the bombardment by the Muhammadan guns. ' Ibrahim Khan in spite 
of the fact that he was a Muhammadan, had determined on defeating 
Islam. Whether on march or in camp, and by day and nighc he 
kept up constant fire from the guns which he cleverly manoeuvred into 
position, and whether marching or halting, by day or by night never 
allowed his opponents a chance. As a result the soldiery in the 
Muhammadan army became disheartened, and large numbers were kill¬ 
ed. On 6th Jummada II of the same year (25th January, 1760 A.D.), 
however, the brave warriors of Islam sallied forth from their entrenched 
positions behind the guns, and attacked Ibrahim Khan and the rest 
of the Maratha forces. They wounded and killed large numbers of 
them, and capturing eleven standards of Ibrahim Khan’s forces retired 
to their positions. The fighting was continued in this way till they 
reached the fort of Ausa 1 some three kos from Dharur. The Marathas 
realizing that if the Muhammadan army was allowed to join with 
the troops at Dharur, it would become difficult to overcome it, and 
soon 15th Jummada II (3rd February) with nearly 40,000 horsemen 
they attacked che rearguard of the Muhammadan army. As the 
enemy force was very large, and that of the Muhammadan army 
not more than two to three thousand men, after a terrible fighting, 
their rearguard was routed, and the Muhammadans were signally 
defeated. On the following day finding themselves quite incapable 
of opposing (the Maratha forces), a peace—which involved a thousand 
complications—was arranged. The Marathas cook over territory 
yielding an annual revenue of sixty lakhs of rupees, consisting of 
the entire province of Aurangabad except for the city, the parganah, 
and the two districts of Harsul and Sittara, half of the provinces of 

1 *—o OjJ Audesa in the text." For details of the territory ceded including 

Daulatabad, see Grant Dufif, op. cit., pp. 505-507. 
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Bedar and Bljapur, the forts of Daulatabad, Asir and Bljapur, which 
had been the capitals of the rulers of Islam, The Crown-lands 
and the fiefs of many of the nobles and Mansabddrs were lose in 
the ceded territory. As a result of the dictates of hate there was 
a strange type of general massacre. Except for the province of 
Haidarabad, and some of the territories of the provinces of Berar and 
Bljapur, and the fort of Bedar nothing was left in the possession of 
the descendants of Asaf Jah; and in that also they had a share of 
about one-fourth. The diseased blood was circulating in the vessels 
of the country. Although there was a great weakening of the founda¬ 
tions of Islam, but it did not happen according to the project of 
Jadav Rad who wanted to eradicate totally the rule of Islam from 
the Deccan territories. As the beginning of this weakening was 
the loss of the fort of Ahmadnagar, a poet found the date of the 
loss of country with a revenue of Go lakhs as follows ; — 

Quatrain 

The infidels, the enemies of Islam, captured 

Several forts, (which were) skilfully fortified. 

Wisdom wrote the date of the event: 

Ahmadnagar was lost and also the territory of the Deccan! 

[Raft Ahmadnagar wa mulk Dakkan. 1173 A.H. ; 1759-60 
A.D.). After peace had been concluded, the Marathas sent an 
army for taking over the fort of Dautatabad. The commandant of 
the fort, Shuja'at Jang, a descendant of Saiyid Muhammad QanaujT, 
at first opposed the demand. The Marathas called his emissaries, 
and showed them the written orders of Amlr-ul-Mummalik to Shuja'at 
Jang, and added that the fort, 111 accordance with the terms agreed 
upon, must be surrendered. Having no other alternative, Shuja'at 
Jang on 19th Sha’ban, 1173 A.H. (6th April, 1760 A.D.) 
surrendered the fort to the Marathas. A poet composed a poem: — 

Quatrain 

The infidels captured Ahmadnsgar; 

Daulatabad, the famous fort, was also lost. 
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Wisdom, the date of the event on the panel of the world 

So inscribed : Daulatabad was also lost 

(,Daulatabad ham raft: 1173 A.H., 1759-60 A.D.) 

(Here is included) an account of the time and means by which 
Daulatabad came into the possession of the Muhammadans 1 . 

Historians have recorded that Sultan ‘Ala-ud-Dln nephew and 
son-in-law of Sultan Jalal-ud-Dln, King of Delhi, having heard, before 
his accession to the throne, that Ram Deo Raja of the Deccan bad 
immense treasures which had continued unmolested in the family, 
started for the Deccan from Hindustan with 7,000 to 8,000 horse¬ 
men, for taking possession of Deoglr, now known as Daulatabad in 
the year 704 A.H. (1504-05 A.D.). And after a long journey 
reached EUichpur, and from there by rapid marches hurried to DCogTr. 
Ram Deo who had been deceived by the state of security resulting 
from the profound peace that had prevailed, was unprepared and sent 
the small force of men, which was available at the time, to oppose 
him. These faced the vanguard of the Sultan at a distance of two 
kos from Deoglr. As the Hindus of the Deccan had never seen the 
Muhammadans, and not witnessed the skilled archery and skirmishing 
of the brave warriors of Islam, they could not withstand even the first 
onslaught, and were not able to stop them anywhere up to Deoglr. 
Ram Deo seeing this debacle withdrew himself into the fort of Dfoglr. 
Sultan 'Ala-ud-Din came victorious to the city, and having made the 
brave and rich inhabitants of the place prisoners collected an indem¬ 
nity of 150 maunds of gold, several maunds of pearls, and valuables 
of all kinds. He also took 200 elephants and several thousand horses 
from the royal stables of Ram Deo. Being cut off from his supplies 
Ram Dfo sent his emissaries, and in all humility implored for peace. 
The Sultan in consideration of cite peace accepted 1,000 maunds of 
gold, according to the Deccan measure, seven maunds of pearls, two 
maunds of different precious stones, one thousand maunds of silver, 
4,000 pieces of silk stuffs, silver and gold brocades, and other articles 

1 This appendix is taken verbatim from Kbazana 'Amira, pp. 66-74. 
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which were beyond description. The Sultan having taken the indem¬ 
nity, fixed an annual tribute to be paid by Ram Deo, released all the 
captives, and lifting the siege after twenty five days started back, and 
reached Hindustan victorious and without having suffered any reverses. 
And having killed Sultan Jalal-tid-DTn succeeded him on the throne. 

When Ram Deo having become refractory did not send any tribute 
for three years, the Sultan, in the year 706 A.H. (1306-07 A.D.), 
deputed Malik Kafur, who was his most leading officer, with 100,000 
cavalry for the couqucst of the Deccan. When Malik Na’ib reached 
near Daulatabad, Ram Deo, realizing the futility of opposing him, left 
his son Sikandar Deo in the fort, and coming out of the fort with all 
his sons, and numerous presents and offerings interviewed the Malik 
Na’ib. The latter took them to Delhi, and presented them to the 
King ‘Ala-ud-Dln in the beginning of the year 707 A.H. (1307 
A.D.). The King bestowed high honours on the Raja, granted him 
the white umbrella and the title of Rai Rayan, and allowed him 
Dcogir and most of his ancient possessions. He also granted him, as 
his fief, NavsarT, which was situated near the port of Surat, and having 
presented him one lakh gold tankas in cash, permitted him to depart 
with his sons and followers. Ram Deo, after reaching Dcogir, took 
possession of such territories as had been assigned to him by the 
Sultan, and did not for a long time extend his feet beyond the limits 
of obedience. In the year 709 A.H. (1309-10 A.D.) the Sultan sent 
Malik Na’ib Kafur with a large army to proceed via Dgoglr for the 
conquest of Warangal. Ram Deo came to welcome him on his arrival 
at Dcogir, and treated him with great respect and courtesy. He also 
gave him much aid in carrying out the expedition. Malik Nil lb 
after conquering Warangal guaranteed peace to Lakkad Deo', and 
returned to Hindustan with a huge tribute which he had been able to 
collect. In the year 710 A.H. (1310-11 AD.) Malik Kafur was 
deputed with a large army to conquer the port of Dhor (Dvaravati- 

2 Rudar Deo according to Dc, Tabaqai-i-Akbari, translation, 1 , p. 182. 
For details of Malik Kaffir’s expedition see Cambridge History of India, III, 
pp. 215,116. 
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pura)—one of the ports of the Dcccan and which has now been devas¬ 
tated by floods—and some other sea ports. On reaching DeogTr he 
found that R.Im Dfo had died, and his son had succeeded him. Find¬ 
ing the son differently inclined from his father, he considered it 
necessary to leave some forces at Jalna, and proceeded further. He 
reached the ports after three months, and uprooted the whole area. 
He captured Balal Deo, the Raja of Karnatik, and took so much cash, 
and jewels worth so many thousands, God only knows their full 
value-—and returned to Jalna. There he released Balal Deo and other 
chiefs of the Karnatik, whom he had taken with him after capture, 
and by way of Sultdnpur and Nadharbar (Nandurbar) he returned to 
Delhi in 711 A.H. (1311 A.D.). He presented to the Sultan 312 
elephants, 96 maunds of gold, several chests of jewels and pearls, and 
20,000 horses. After a few days he represented to the King, that 
Ram Deo had died, and he could not trust the son. If permission 
was granted, he would proceed to the Deccan, recover the tribute of 
the past several years by force, and add the territory of Ram Deo to 
the conquered area. The King approved of his plan, and permitted 
him to depart to the Dcccan. 

Malik Na’ib after reaching DeogTr and having captured the son of 
Rao Deo killed him. He took possession of the fort, and hoisted the 
standard of Islam in that territory, and in place of Ram Ram, Saldm 
became the salutation there. From this time onwards this fort always 
had Muhammadan rulers. On 19th Dhu’l Hijjah, 1042 A.H. (17th 
June, 1633 A, D. 1 ), Mahabat Khan, one of the grandees of Sail lb 
Qiran II, Shah Jahan Badshah, captured it from its Nizamshahl 
rulers. Since chat time commandants appointed by the Timurid Kings 
continued to be responsible for the safety of the fort. After 460 
years ic passed from the hands of the believers to those of the idol- 
worshippers. “ And we bring these days to men . by turn 2 .” 

1 28th June 1633, according to Sir Wolsclcy Haig, Cambridge History 
of India, IV, p. 265, 

2 Qur-an, ]>. 189, Sura Al-i-‘lmr 7 m, verse 139 (in jit.). 
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During the time of the Rajas, Dcoglr did not have any fortifica¬ 
tions, gateways, moats etc. The Muhammadan rulers erected proper 
fortifications. Sultan Muhammad son of Tughluq Shah changed the 
name of Dcoglr to Daulatabad, and had a deep stone-lined moat encircl¬ 
ing the fort. He also builc elegant buildings and wanted to make it 
his Capital, and with this end in view he tried that the people should 
desert Delhi and migrate to the new town 1 . Finally, however, his 
plans did not fructify. 

The commandant of the fort of Bljapiir having no means at his 
disposal did not offer any resistance. As soon as he received the 
orders which the Marathas had forced the Amir-ul-Mummfilik to issue, 
he handed over the port to the Maratha officers. The inner fort of 
Bljapiir was built by Yusuf ‘Add Shah who was the founder of the 
‘Add Shaht Dynasty. Originally it was a mud fort, but Yusuf‘Add 
Shah about the close of the year 900 A.H. (1495 A.D.) pulled down 
the mud wall, and had it rebuilt out of stone and mortar. After his 
death it remained in possession of his descendants. Aurangzlb in the 
beginning of Dhu’l Qa'dah, 1097 A.H. (September, 1686 A.D.) 
took the fort from Sikandar, who was the last of the ‘Addshahi 
Sultans. Since that date commandants of the Timurid Kings looked 
after the proper protection of che fort. After the period of two hun¬ 
dred and seventy odd years the fort passed from the hands of those 
who tell beads (Muhammadans) to those who wear sacred threads 
(Hindus). 

But Mir Najaf ‘AlT, the commandant of the fort of Asir in his 
attempt to defend Islam refused to deliver the fort to the Marathas. 
The Marathas surrounded the fort, but the said Khan defended it for 
nearly a year. Finally, when the garrison was greatly distressed for 
want of provisions and stores, he sued for peace and surrendered the 


1 Sec Mahdi Husain Rise and Fall 0/ Muhammad bin Ta bb ing 
(1938), pp. 121-123, au d N. B. Roy, Jottrn. Ind. History, pp, 159-180 
( l 94 *)- 
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fort of the Maratha officers on Friday, 12th Rabi‘ II, 1174 A.H. 1 
(21st November, 1760 A.D.). An author composed the following 
verses: — 


Quatrain 

The fort of the Shah of Islam was captured by the infidel. 

Fate decreed the affairs in this fashion! 

The efever author, the year of the happening 

Found in: Strange! Aslr fort has been taken. 

(‘/ljab Ham A sir raft: 1174 A.II., 1760-61 A.D.). The fort 
of Aslr was founded by Asa Ahlr, which by constant use had been 
contracted, and the thr y ce middle letters dropped. Asa was the name 
of the person, and Ahlr, his denomination, means in Hindi: a cow¬ 
herd. Asa AhTr was a well known Zaminddr of Khandesh. Flis 
ancestors had been living in that very hilly country for nearly 700 
years, and having built a stone and clay wall for the protection of 
their cattle and other property, were able to live in peace. The cattle 
herds and the property had increased greatly by the time Asa Ahlr 
became the head. Consequently he pulled down the old wall, and 
built one out of stones and mortar. The fort was henceforth known 
by his name. 

Naslr Khan Faruql, the ruler of Burhanpur, whose reign started in 
801 A.H. (1398-99 A.D.) took the fore from Asa Ahir by the 
following stratagem. He sent word to Asa that Rajas of Baglana and 
Antur, who were not on good terms with him, had collected large 
forces. He therefore, requested that the family might be accommodated 
in the fort, so that he could, with his mind at rest, face the enemy. 
Asa consented. On the first day Naslr Khan sent several females into 
the fort in palanquins (dolls). 1 Ie had instructed them that if the 
ladies of Asa’s household came to visit them, they should receive and 
treat them with all courtesy. On the second day he sent valiant 

1 The surrender of Asir by Mir N.ijaf ‘All in 1760 is not definitely 
mentioned either in Grant Dutf or in the Cambridge History of India. 
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spldicrs seated in a number of dolls. Immediately after the dolts had 
entered the fort, the soldiers all rushed simultaneously out of the dolts, 
and with drawn swords proceeded towards Asa’s quarters. Asa and 
his children, who did not entertain any suspicions of treachery, were 
coming over to welcome them. The soldiers on meeting them killed 
all of them, and other inmates of the fort came out asking for quarter. 
Nasir Khan, on hearing the news, immediately attended to the 
building, and had all damage repaired. Since that date this fort 
remained in possession of the descendants of Nasir Khan till Emperor 
Akbar wrested ic in 1009 A.H. (1600-01 A.D.) from Bahadur son 
of Raja ‘All Khan. The commandants appointed by the Timurid 
Sultans looked after the safety of the fort since this date, but after 
a lictle over 660 years this fort passed out of the hands of the followers 
of Islam, and came into the possession of heretics. 

In short after getting possession of territories yielding an annual 
revenue of Rs. 60,00,000, and three forts, Jadav became highly 
conceited. Elated by his success he marched, with a large army, 
and a body of artillery trained along European lines, towards Hindus¬ 
tan for retrieving the defeat of Datta. He was ignorant of the fact 
that Fate was scoffing at all his plans, and the Courier of Death 
was guiding him along to Hindustan. Although Vishvas Rao son 
of BalajI Rao had been appointed Commander-In-Chief of the forces, 
and Jadav nominated as the Divan, but Jadav really was all in all. 
After reaching Hindustan and in the battle against Shah Durrani 
Vishvas Rao, Jadav, and various other leaders were killed; and all 
the army, artillery and countless stores and baggage fell into the 
hands of the Durrains, as will be detailed in the account of Shah 
Durrani. And this event took place on 6th Jummada II, 1174 A.H. 
(13th January, 1761 A.D.). BalajI Rao also in the Deccan went 
to join his son and brother (died) on 19th Dhu’l Qa‘da of the same 
year (22nd July, 1742), and was succeeded by his son Madhu Rao, 
who was a minor, and his brother Raghunath Rao. In the year 1173 

1 23rd June according to Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 4 2 5 > and 
end of June according to Grant Duff, op. cit., p. 530. 
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A.H. (1761-62 A.D.) Asaf Jab II seizing the opportunity (after the 
defeat of the Marathas at Panipat) collected large forces, and taking 
Amlr-ul-Mummalik with him started" from the Bsdar fort, where 
forces had been concentrated, towards Aurangabad. Raghunath 
Rao and Maihii Rao also with a strong force and artillery started 
from Poona, and the forces of the believers and the infidels met in 
the plain of Shahgarh; and there was fighting from there up to 
Aurangabad. Asaf Jail II left his heavy baggage at Aurangabad, 
and on 23rd Rabi‘ II 1175 A.H. (21st November, 176t A.D.) 
started from there for the headquarters of the enemy at Poona. 
Defeating tlu enemy forces he pushed them back to within seven kos 
of Poona. Enroutc he had burnt Toka 1 which was a town on 
the bank of the Godavari", where there were magnificient temples, 
and many beautiful buildings built by the Marathas, he broke 
the idols and razed the city to the ground. And a similar fate seemed 
to be imminent for Poona, when NasIr-ul-Mulk, the sixth son of 
Nawab Asaf Jah, Asylum of Pardons, on account of the differences 
with his brother and Raja Ram Chandra who was a leading officer of 
the Muslim Army, having made up with the Marhattas, on the night of 
the 27th Jummada I of the year (24th December, 1761 A.D.) quitted 
the Muslim Camp and joined the Maratha Army. And as a result the 
unforseen came to pass. After this event, the Marathas realizing 
the weakness of the Muslim Army, attacked it from all four directions, 
and bringing up their guns began shelling them hard. The brave 
warriors of Islam quitting their entrenched positions behind the ring of 
guns, fell upon the enemy, and dispersing their ranks by hand-to- 
hand sword attacks killed large numbers of them. The enemy being 
unable to hold them retired. When the Marathas saw that the 
victorious armies of their antagonists after traversing so much territory 
had reached to within seven kos of Poona, they went over to Madhu 
Rao and explained that all their attempts to stop the progress of the 
forces of the enemy had been in vain, and probably on the following 

1 Loukar of text is Toka, a village 011 the Godavari, vide Grant Duff, 
op. cit., p. 53•$; also see Thornton's Gazetteer p. 942. 
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dly Pdona would be in flames. The inhabitants of Poona also remons¬ 
trated with Raghunach Rad against throwing their families at the mercy 
of the Muhammadans. Being left with no other resource, Raghunath 
Rao and Madhu Rao sent their representatives and asked for peace. 
Territory with an annual revenue of twenty-seven lakhs of rupees consis¬ 
ting of the provinces of Aurangabad and Bcdar was, in consideration of 
peace, ceded to Asaf Jah II. This peace was concluded on 6th Jummada 
II, 1175 A.H. (2nd January, 1762 A.D.) 1 . It is strange that on the 
same date of the previous year Shah Durrani had defeated Jadav. 
Nawab Asaf Jah retraced his steps from within seven kos of Poona 
towards the fief of Ram Chandra, and as a punishment for his mis¬ 
deed had his fief plundered and laid waste by the Muslim forces. In 
the beginning of the rainy season, on 14th Dhu’l Hijja, 1175 A.H. 
(6th July, 1762 A.D.) he with Amlr-ul-Mummalik entered the fort 
of Bcdar. On the same day he imprisoned Amlr-ul-Mummalik in 
the said fort; he remained there in prison for one year, three months 
and six days. After this work was written, he died on Thursday, 
8th Rabl‘ I, 1177 A.H. (15th September, 1763 A.D.), and was buried 
in the shrine of Shaikh Muhammad Multu.nl. May his tomb be sanc¬ 
tified ! In reference to the date of his death Mir Aulad Muhammad 
Dhaka, May he live long! composed the following: — 

Quatrain 

The ruler of the Deccan, his noble soul 

Has flown from the net of hardships; 

Dhaka wrote the date of his demise; 

Amir-ul-Mummalik went to the heavens. 

(Am'tr-ul-Mummalik ba Jannat sbuda: 1 iyy A.H. 1763-64 A.D.) 

Nawab Asaf Jah II, after he had made the fort of Bcdar as his 
headquarters, respectfully received the rescript assigning to him the 
viceroyalty of the Deccan in succession to Amlr-ul-Mummalik from 
Shah ‘All Gauhar, which had been issued in his name, and added 

1 For details see Grant Duff, op, cit., pp. 535,536. 
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fresh glories to the government of the area. Having appointed Raja 
Pratapwant 1 , a Brahmin of Sangamntr as his Divan, he left to him 
the management of all the territories and the revenue matters. After 
the peace on the 6th Jummada II, 1175 A.H. (2nd January, 1762 
A.D.) Raghunath Rao and Madhu Rao each tried, as will be detail¬ 
ed below, to become supreme at Poona. As a result dissensions arose 
among them. The partisans of Madhu Rao wanted to assume full 
power and imprison Raghunath Rao. Raghunath Ra 5 , however, 
getting timely warning of their intentions with a small force fled from 
Poona towards Nasik on 3rd Safar 1176 A.H. (24th August, 1762 
A.D.). Muhammad Murad Mian Aurangabad! who was one of the 
leading officials of Nawab Asaf Jah II, was appointed by the Nawab 
for the conciliation of the Marathas. He was stationed at Aurangabad. 
On hearing of the arrival of Raghunath Rao, he hurriedly left Auranga¬ 
bad with a force on 14th Safar of the same year (4th September, 1762 
A.D.) and joined Raghunath Rao at Nasik. Raghunath, who was 
quite destitute and greatly distressed, regarded, the arrival of Muham¬ 
mad Murad Khan as most opportune, and treated him with all due res¬ 
pect. The Maratha leaders regarded Muhammad Murad Khan’s joining 
Raghunath Rao as an indication of Nawab Asaf Jah being a partisan 
of Raghunath Rao, and several of them, therefore, deserted Madhu 
Rao and joined Raghunath Rao. Consequently Raghunath Rao was 
able to command a fair-sized force. On the 23th Rabi* II (13th 
Novembc, 1762 A.D.) he hurried from Aurangabad to Ahmadnagar. 
Madhu Rao also came with a force from Poona, and on the 25th 
Rabi‘ II, he was defeated about 12 kos from Ahmadnagar and fled 
from the field of battle. Suing for peace. He presented himself before 
his uncle, Raghunath Rao, the next day. Nawab Asaf Jah had come 
from Bedar as far as Nawardgah to support Raghunath Rao, when the 
business was concluded. When the Asaf Jah! armies reached Pairgaon 

45 0 1 Purma.su t in the text, but it is Pratapwant in Khazina ‘Amira, 
and Grant Duff, op. cit., p. 539, and Kincaid & Parasms, History of the Maratha 
People, p. 352, and note in which he is described as “one of the 32 wise men of 
the Dcccan;" his full name was Vilhal Similar Raja Pratapwant. 
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(Baidgaon in text), Raghunath Rao also hurried to the place, and on 
ioth Jummada I (27th November, 1762 A.D.) they interviewed and 
feted each other. Raghunath Ra 5 in lieu of the Nawab’s help ceded to 
him territories of an annual rental of fifty lakhs of rupees, and having 
completed the deeds handed these over to the Nawab’s representatives. 

As the memorable affair had been arranged through the exertions 
of Muhammad Murad Khan, Raja Partapwant, who did not like that 
anyone else should have greater power and influence in the affairs of 
the State and in the fort of Daulatabad, broke off the peace 1 . He 
prevailed upon Nawab Asaf Jah to remove Raghunath Rao from 
his position, and sent for JanujI, son of Raghii Bhonsle, Chief of 
Berar, and promising to establish him in place of Raghunath Rao 
made him take up service with the Nawab. Nasir-ul-Mulk, the 
sixth son of Nawab Asaf Jah, Asylum of Pardons, who had joined 
the Marathas, being dissatisfied with the treatment he had received, 
rejoined Nawab Asaf Jah on 14th Sha'ban of the same year (28th 
February, 1763). The standards of the Nawab with a powerful 
army were turned towards the chastisement of Raghunath Rao. 
The latter finding himself incapable to oppose this force, took to 
wandering and laying waste the dominions, which was natural to 
the Marathas. With 30,000 horsemen he proceeded toward s 
Aurangabad, and encamped in the western suburbs of the ciiy. He 
made heavy demands for cash from the inhabitants. Mu'taman-ul- 
Mulk Bahadur, the Governor of Aurangabad, notwithstanding the 
small number of troops and lack of military equipment, made the best 
possible arrangements for the defence of the fortifications and the city 
wall, and distributed the guarding of the fortifications between Hint- 
mat Khan Bahadur Kotival of the city — who was the uterine brother 
of Muhammad Murad Khan Bahadur—and other officials and citizens, 
and in the expectation of receiving assistance from Nawab Asaf Jah 
prolonged the negotiations with the Marathas. Raghunath Rao, 
becoming wise to his plans, and having decided on taking the city, 


1 See Grant Du(f, op, cit., p. 539. 
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arranged for scaling ladders 1 . On the morning of 20th Sha'ban 
(6th March, 1763 A.D.), just as the sun had begun to rise in the cast, 
his followers began to plunder the habitations outside the city wall. 
Raghunath Ra 5 with a force moved to the north of the city, and his 
soldiers began to arrange the scaling ladders at the foot of the fort. 
Bringing elephants opposite the wall several of them managed to climb 
up, and reaching the rampart attempted to enter the inner fort by 
forcing the gate which was located in the wall of the large garden. 
Hinunat Khan Bahadur, and Mlrza Muhammad Baqir Khan assisted 
by the citizens, however, set up such a strong opposition and resistance 
by showering bullets, stones and shoes in such large numbers, that 
most of the vain assailants were hurled down to the bottom of the 
wall. On the other side also large numbers of them were killed or 
wounded by the citizens. In the height of the action, while arrows and 
bullets were being showered in huge numbers, a musket shot hit the 
elephant of Raghunath Rao, and this bullet decided the fate of the 
battle. Raghunath Rao greatly perplexed withdrew from the attack, 
and, hearing the news of the approach of Asaf Jab’s forces, fled to¬ 
wards Baglana. On 26th Sha'ban of the same year (12th March, 1763 
A D.) Asaf Jahl forces entered Aurangabad. As the Marathas were 
moving towards the Berar territory for plundering the country, the 
Nawab by making forced marches reached near Balapur on 1st Ramadan 
(16th March, 1763 A.D.) and frustrated their designs. The Mara¬ 
thas leaving that territory marched rapidly towards Haidarabad passing 
near the town of Aurangabad. The Nawab also changed his course, 
and followed in their pursuit up to the river Godavari. There it was 
agreed upon that the destruction of the territories of the Marathas 
should have preference over pursuing their armies. Accordingly the 
Nawab gave up the pursuit and started towards Poona, the headquar¬ 
ters of the Marathas. After crossing the pass at Ahmadnagar, he 
deputed large parties of the army for ravaging all territories of the 

1 For Ntvdubin see Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls, pp. 271, 
281, 
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Marathas, and having reached to within 2 kos of PoSna encamped 
there. The inhabitants of Poona had already fled to forts and fortified 
places in the vicinity. “So' they became such that naught could be 
seen except their dwellings". The soldiers of the Muslim army 
burned down and razed to the ground all the buildings of the city of 
Po 5 na, while other forces thoroughly plundered and destroyed the 
environs of Poona and the Kokan (Kdnkan), God be praised! During 
the reign of Balaji and Jadav who would have dared to raise the hand 
of opposition towards their preserves extending from the borders of 
the Dcccan to Lahore. Now their properties and possessions were 
plundered, and their buildings which had been erected at a cost of 
lakhs of rupees, were burnt down by the fire of the wrath of the 
Almighty. Mir Aulad Muhammad Dhaka, May he live long! 
said : — 


Quatrain 

Asaf Jah II, as glorious as Solomon; 

Totally burnt down the habitations of the Brahman tribe, 

Hear its date from the brilliant wit of Dhaka! 

Porces of Islam burnt Poona! 

P.aghiinach Rfid after reaching Haidarabad assaulted it on 1 sc Dhu 1 
Qa‘da (14th May, 1763 A.D.), and made very vigorous attempts 
for capturing the city. Shujah-ud-Daulah Bahadur Dil Khan Auran¬ 
gabad!, the Governor of Haidarabad, had collected a sufficient force 
and made proper arrangements for the defence of the city. He and 
his men repelled the assault by their determined efforts and by firing 
guns and matchlocks and shooting arrows, as a result of which large 
numbers of the invading army w'ere despatched to hell by Ins brave 
soldiers. From there also Raghunath Rao had to return without 
achieving his objective 1 2 . 

1 Qtir-an. p- 970, Sura Al-Ahqaf verse 25 (in jit.). 

2 Further details regarding the conflict on the return journey and in which 
the Divan was killed, mentioned earlier on arc not included here. 
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NIZAM'UL-MULK NIZAM-UD-DAULAH asaf jah 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 868.875). 

He was the fourth son of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah, and his real 
name was Mir Nizam ‘All 1 . He was educated under the direct 
guidance of his father, and received the titles of Khan and Asad Jang 
Bahadur. As marks of courage were apparent on his august forehead 
he, at an early age, was sent with Shaikh ‘Alt Khan Bahadur as his 
guardian to chastise the Marathas. During the government of Sala- 
bat Jang, in the year 1169 A.H. (175A.D.) he was appointed 
Governor of Bcriir. Later he went to lus brother Salabat Jang at 
Aurangabad, and took his place as the heir-apparent. During this 
time, as Rao Biilljl was making excessive demands, he, considering 
the settling of this affair as of importance, left his brother in the city, 
and went forth with a large army to encounter him. The affair end¬ 
ed peacefully. 

At this time Monsieur Bussy, the leader of the French hat-wearers, 
who was in the employment of Salabat Jang, arrived from Haidarabad. 
As his agent Haidar Jang showed signs of treachery, Nizam ‘All 
emptied his brain-pan of the wine of life (assassinated him), and 
hurriedly went away to Burhanpur. There he set forth collecting the 
materials of war and later moved to Berar. 1 Ie several times fought with 
Janiijl son of Raghujf Bhonsle, who was the Maratha agent for the 

r This biography was written by ‘Abdul Hayy, the son of Samsam-ud- 
Daulah, while Nizam ‘All was still alive, and naturally, therefore, the author 
was careful not to include anything in the account which might lead to trouble. 
Ghulum 'Ali Azad styles him as Asaf Jah the 2nd. He deposed his elder 
brother Salabat Jang in July, 1761, and assumed the government of the Deccan. 
He made Haidarabad the seat of his government, and ruled for over 41 years. 
He died on 17th August. 1802, see Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary 
(2nd edition), p. 300. Another account of Nizam ‘Ali and his murder of 
Haidar Jang taken from Khazdnan- Amira is given in Madthir-ul-Umara, Text, 
III, pp. 904 et scij. The same account forms the basis of Nizam ‘All’s activities 
as detailed in Grant Dulf’s History. 
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collection o£ Cbahtb, and again fighting with him made proper arrange¬ 
ments. Then he started to meet Salabat Jang, who was then staying 
opposite Machll Bandar (Masulipatam) in the province of Aurangabad. 
When Basalat Jang, his younger brother, hearing of his arrival, 
separated from the elder brother, and, after crossing the river Krishna 
(Kistna), left for his own province, he went there, and in his capacity as 
the heir-apparent took charge of the affairs there. Later, when BalajI 
Rao in the year 1173 A.H. (1759-60 A.D.), after taking possession of 
the fort of Ahmadnagar, began to usurp the country, he got ready to 
oppose him. Unfortunately the rear-guard of the army was defeated 
and the leaders of that force were either killed or wounded. Consider¬ 
ing the exigencies of the time he assigned country worth 60 lakhs of 
rupees to the Marathas, and made peace. And leaving Salabat Jang, 
he went towards Rajcndry (Rajahmutidry) for collecting the tribute. 
After his return from there, as more army was demanded by the 
government of Salabat Jang, and the fulfilment of the orders was not 
possible, he took possession of a number of districts of Haidarabad to 
make payment of the salaries of the forces asked for, and going over to 
Elgandal, in the neighbourhood of the Siiba of Haidarabad, spent the 
rainy season there. Next year, as Raghunath Rao the brother of BalajI 
created various difficulties by coming with a force, he did not give up 
the thread of fidelity from his hands, and fighting with his forces 
advanced as far as Mcdak in the Haidarabad Siiba. There peace was 
arranged. Later he hurriedly marched to Bldar, and took the fort from 
Muqtada Khan, and after staying there for some days moved to near 
Haidarabad. During this time Basalat Jang had taken Salabat Jang to 
the other side of the Kistna river for collecting money from the land- 
owners of the Siiba of Bljapur which was in his territory. As this 
did not prove very profitable, Salabat Jang separated from him 
and went to the fort of Gulbarga. On receipt of this news he 
hurriedly travelled to that fort, and having comforted his brother, 
brought him with himself to Bldar for spending the rainy season. 
As BalajI died that year, and Raghunath Rao his brother and 
Madhu Rao his son were not on good terms, he thought it was the 
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most opportune time for chastising them, and fighting along the 
way in 1175 A.H. (1761-62 A.D.) reached within six kos of Poona 
which was the home and centre of that class (the Marathas). After 
peace had been concluded, he returned to Bldar. In the same year the 
letters-patent of the viceroyalty of the Deccan in his name was received 
from Delhi, and therefore, he removed his brother from that charge, 
and himself took over the full control of the affairs of that province. 
In the next year having decided on chastising the Marathas, he crossed 
the Bhimra (Bliima) river. Raghuniith Ra 5 , because of the small force 
under him, was unable to oppose, and so took to flight. He followed 
in his pursuit by rapid marches, sometimes 1 g kos, and other times 
20 kos a day, up to the borders of Piiyanghat in Beriir and from there 
up to the town of Pattan in the district of Aurangabad. When Raghu- 
nath Rao started towards Haidarabad for plundering and devastating 
the area, he advanced to Poona, and did not leave any stones unturned 
in taking full vengeance from that tribe and in devastating that area. 
Later he advanced to the fort of Ausa 1 , and having collected the bag¬ 
gage started towards Aurangabad. As the Ganges 2 river (Godavari) 
was in flood, he had to wait a few days before crossing. The force 
was divided into two parts, one which in company with him reached 
Aurangabad, and the other which was left with his Divan Bcthal Das. 
The Maratha, who was waiting for the opportunity, suddenly attacked 
them (the second contingent). A large number were killed, and the 
remainder routed. Thereafter a truce was settled between him and 
Madhu Rao, who had been able to gain authority over his uncle 
Raghunath Rao. In the year 1178 A.H. (1764-65 A.D.), he hurriedly 
marched to Qamrnagar Kurnool, the Governor of which place had 
become recalcitrant, and having subdued him peacefully and taken 
a tribute from him, he started along the route of Kunji Kota and Tur- 
bati, and having traversed along the river Kistna, crossed it opposite 

1 Purandhar, according to Grant Duff, see Edwardes' edition of History of 
the Mahrattas, I, p. 54 1 • 

Ganga or the Ganges here means the river Godavari. 
e8 


2 
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Bajwara adjoining the province of Gujarat. In the year 1182 A.H. 
(1768-69 A.D.) he went to the territory of Srirangapattana (Seringa- 
patam) and having made an alliance with Haidar ‘All Khan, the 
Governor of the place, whose biography 1 2 is included separately in this 
work, they advanced their armies over the head of the Europeans of 
Karnatik Haidariibad. But the results were unfavourable, and so 
arranging a truce he returned to Haidarabad. Raghunath Rao having 
killed his brother Narayan Rao came to his country with evil inten¬ 
tions in the year 1187 A.H. (1773-74 A.D.). Consequently he 
advanced with the available forces as far as Bldar. Artillery 1 duels 
went on for nearly a month, and then the matter was settled 
by a truce. As Raghunath Rao was intoxicated with vanity m 
those days, he broke his faith, and on the return journey levied 
tributes from the Nizam’s dominions. During this time, the old 
officials of Rao Balaji—who were upset on account of the fretful 
temperament of Raghunath Rao, and were carrying the thorn of 
enmity in their hearts at the iniquitous murder of Narayan Rao— 
turned to him and wanted to make an alliance. He with their help 
prepared for action, and from near the fort of KalyanI to the fort 
of MTraj, and from there to Burhanpur kept in pursuit of Raghunath 
Rao. For passing the rainy season he returned to Aurangabad, and 
next year again he set lus horse of determination in the same direction, 
until Raghunath Rao retired to the ocher side of the Narbada. 
(Ncrbudda). Later with a view to settling the disputes of the province 
of Berar, which were pending between Sabajl and MadhujI, the sons 
of RaghujI Bhonsle, and who were behaving audaciously cowards the 
deputy governor lsma ‘11 Khan Bahadur, he proceeded in that direction, 
and went as far as Nagpur which was the native place of the peasant 
Raghu. Sahaji had been killed by his brother before his arrival, and 
MadhujI considering peace as a source of security gave up the struggle 

1 Maatbir-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 611-613. Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 

597A98. 

2 For Rabkalah see Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls, pp. 139-141. 
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at the time of Ins return from Nagpur, Meanwhile the Divan of his 
government, known as Rukn-ud-Daulah, who was an exceedingly 
humane man, was killed by a soldier, Isma ‘11 Khan in 1189A.H. 
(t775-76 A.D.) and the latter also after reaching the Nawab’s 
forces, fighting bravely gave up his life. After that he has personally 
attended to all official business and became accessible to all. And 
verily he looks minutely into official regulations. As a patron of 
families and dispenser of mercy he is pre-eminent. The high and 
low of the Deccan are in accordance with their deserts, benefitted 
from his charitable nature. Despite the fact that he is benevolent 
and dispassionate, dignity pervades in his meetings. Although his 
eminence and glory are those of a sovereign, he never neglects the 
poor. 1 le is a master of the arts of warfare, such as archery and 
gunnery, and is a connoisseur of Arabian horses. As a Sunni he is 
never forgetful of his religious duties and their performance. May 
the Almighty in His glory preserve his greatness, and grant him a 
long and glorious life! His elder son, Mir Ahmad Khan Bahadur, 
who is known by the title of Ainlr-ul-Mummalik 'Alljah exhibits 
high degree of eminence in his countenance. 1 lis second son Mir 
Akbar 'All Khan also known as Mir Fulad Khan, though very young, 
reflects his noble breeding in all his actions. He has other children, 
who arc all being brought up under lus paternal care. 

NOR QULIJ 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 811,812). 

He was the son of Altun 1 Qulij Khan and a relation of the 
Qulij Akbarl 2 3 . In the reign of Akbar he attained the rank of 500, 
and in the 21st year' 1 , when the Hmperor started from Ajmer towards 

1 Altnn . according to Rloelimann, A in , 1 , (2nd cdn.), p. 536, is a Turkish 
word meaning gold. 

2 See Bloehmann, up. cil., pp. 380 382. Also see M/talkir-nl-Umara. 
Text, HI, pp. 69-74. 

3 lu 1576 A.IX, see Akbarnama, Beveridge’s translation. 111 , p. 244 ct stq. 
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Goganda, which was in the Rana’s dominions, Nur Qulij was deputed 
with Qulij Khan to Idar 1 . In the fight with the Zaminddr of that 
place, Nur Qulij in spice of being wounded in the arm did not 
withdraw from the fight, and performed valuable service. In the 
26th year 2 3 he was sent with Prince Sultan Murad on the expedition 
against Mlrza Muhammad Hakim. In the 30th year Qulij Khan, 
the Governor of Gujarat, sent him to assist Amin Khan Gh6ri' ! . In 
the 32nd year he 4 arrived at the Court with the Khan Khanan, and 
paid his respects. 

(TARKHAN MAULANA) NOR-UD-DIN 5 6 
(Vol. I, pp. 478-481). 

He was born in Jam, but was brought up in holy Mashhad, and 
was a RidwI. His father was Sultan ‘All, generally known as Sultanl, 
and practised as a jurist of the Muhammadan Tradicions in Herat. 
The Maulana was distinguished for his learning, courage and liberality, 
and was fond of Astronomy, Mathematics and the use of the astrolabe. 
He entered the service of Babur along with Qadl Burhan Khawafl. 
Humayun became very fond of his company, and he became his most 
favourite counsellor and associate. He was attached to lus stirrups 
during the journey to Iran 0 , and spent twenty years in the service 

1 Tabaqal-i-Akbdri, II (Dc’s translation), p. 495 - 

2 He is mentioned as one of the officers of the light wing under Qulij 
Khan in the army which was ordered to proceed to Peshawar under Raja Man 
Singh in the 26th year, see Akbarndma, Text, III, p. 353, Beveridge's transla¬ 
tion, in, pp. 518,5-9. 

3 AkbarnUma, Text, III, p, 471. Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 710. 

4 Tabaqal-i Akbari, II (Dc’s translation), p. 583, where it is stated that 
Nizam-ud-Din Ahmad sent Qulij Khan and others to help Amin Khan. 

5 The earlier part of the account is apparently based on Bada'oni in the 
Muntakbab-td-Ltibbab , Text, III, pp. 197-200. A short notice of him is also 
included on p. 157 of the same work. 

6 See Tttdhktra i-Humayun wa Akbar of Bayazid Biy.it (Hidayat Hosam 
edn.). pp, 52,178. 
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of that august Sovereign. Sometimes the King asked his opinion 
about scientific matters, and sometimes he consulted the King about 
mathematical problems, particularly about the astrolabe, in which 
Humayun was highly proficient. He was poetically minded, and 
composed a Dwan. This verse is his 1 : — 


Verse 

Our hand docs not reach the border of Union. 

Having injured the foot of search we languish at the base. 

From the similitude of name lie adopted Nun as his nom-de- 
plume\ and he was called NurT Safaidunl. Safaidun 2 is a village in 
the province of Delhi. As it was for long a part of his fief, he became 
generally known by this appellation. 

Akbar 3 4 during his reign, in view of his past services and 
associations, was gracious to him, and granted him the title of Khan, 
and later raised it to Tarkhan, and conferred on him a drum and a 
standard. Pargana Samana was in his fief, and Mir Saiyid Muhammad 
managed it on his behalf. In the 10th year, Sher Muhammad 
Dlwana—who was originally a servant of Khwaja Mu'zzam, but 
later became attached to Bairam Khan, and because of his good looks 
became the latter’s favourite, and was trusted by him. He became a 
traveller along the path of ingratitude at the time of his master’s 


1 Other samples of his verses arc included in Bada’dni’s notice cited 
above. 

2 See Jarrctt’s translation of A'in, II, p. 2^7, where it is noted that Safidun 
has a brick fort. In Bada’oni, however, p. 274, it is stated tiiat Safidun is in 
the Sarkar of Sirhind; it is just likely that he has probably mixed up Samana in 
Sarkar Sirhind—which was also in the fief of Nur-ud-Din—with Safaidun. Sir 
Wol.seley Haig in a footnote on the same page notes that it is a town in the Jind 
State. 

3 According ro Bada’oni, the title of Tarkhan was conferred by Humayun; 
this in view of Nur-ud-Din’s close associations with him appears more likely. 

4 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 263, Beveridge's translation, II,.pp. 392, 393. 
The name of the Deputy is Mir Dost Muhammad in that work. 
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downfall, and was not regarded with favour at the royal court—had 
been living for some time in this town. One day he invited the 
Maulana’s Deputy to his house as a guest. During the entertainment 
he was sharpening a dart, and suddenly fixing the arrow in a bow 
charged it so at the breast of the innocent man that he was killed. 
He plundered whatever the man had possessed, and having gathered a 
number of hooligans extended the arm of oppression and plunder in 
that neighbourhood. The Maulana courageously set about putting 
him down. When the forces met, the arrogant one charged the 
Maulana’s force. During the charge his horse ran against the trunk 
of a tree and he fell down. Some of the infantry made him a prisoner, 
and the Maulana immediately put him to death. As Maulana Nur- 
tid-Din Muhammad Khan had received the title of Tarkhan’, but 
did not possess the privileges appertaining to it, lie composed the 
following strophe 2 : — 

Out of kindness and bis generosity 

The just King conferred on Tarkhan the title of Khan. 

This rank made him the leader of the world, 

Among peoples, in the kingdom and his peers. 

Only the name of Khan -hood is there with him. 

What does he gain from this great name? 

He has a complaint against Tarkhanate also, 

Before the King of perfect knowledge: 

That besides Khan there is nought left but dryness, 

When Tan (moisture) disappears from Tarkjrin. 

In his last days he was appointed guardian of Humayun's tomb, 
and there he died. 


t For the title of Tarkhan and its privileges sec Blochmann’s valuable note 
in the A'in, I (2nd Hdn.), pp. 393,394- 

2 The vcises as quoted in Bada’oni are slightly different. The puns arc 
fully dealt with by Sir Wolselcy Haig in footnote 2 on p. 275. 
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In Jahangir's time he was exalted by being appointed as the 
Kotivdl of the Capital (Agra). In the 12th year, his rank was 
advanced to 1,000 with 300 horse 1 . After Mahabat Khan’s exhibition 
of presumption and his flight, Nur-ud-Dln was in the army that was 
sent after him. He went as far as Ajmer and stayed there 2 . Later 
after Jahangir’s death, when rhe standards of Sliah Jahan reached 
AjmSr, he did homage, and was exalted by reinstatement in hi* 
earlier rank of 2,000 with 700 horse, and deputed with Khan Jahan 
Lodi, who was sent for the first time to chastise Jujhar Singh Bundela. 
In rhe 3rd year, when the Deccan was the seat of the royal camp, 
and three armies under the command of three officers were deputed 
to punish Khan Jahan Lodi, and for devastating the territories of 
Nizam-ul-Mulk Deccan! who had offered him (Khan Jahan) an asylum 
there, Nur-ud-Dln was sent with A‘zam Khan 3 . In the 5th year 4 , 
on the 25th Slia‘ban 1041 A.H. (7th Mach, 1632 A.D). when 
he left the Darbdr, and was going home, Kishan Singh son of Jas- 
want Rathor assassinated him because in Jahangir’s tune his men had 
killed Kishan Singh's father. The assassin escaped. 


t In Memoirs oj Jahangir, Rogers anti Beveridge’s translation, p. 418, it is 
stated that in the 12th year Nur-ud-Dln Quli was ‘‘honoured with ihe mansab, 
original and increase of 3,000 personal and 600 horse.” 

2 Badshahnarna, I, pt. i, p. 82. The grant to him of a Khil'at and the 
rank of 2,000 with 700 horse by Shah Jahan is mentioned in the same work on 
p. 1 z 1, It is clear from the above that he was not restored to the rank which he 
held under Jahangir. 

3 Badshahnarna , I, pt. i, pp. 241, 242. 

4 Badshahnarna, I, pt. i, p. 418. 
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He was generally known as Tahawwur Khan, and was an accom¬ 
plished military officer. He was the son-in-law of ‘Inayat Khan 
Khawaft 2 3 , D'twdn of the K_bdlsa (Crown-lands). He too was a Khawafi. 
When in the 22nd year of the reign, Emperor Aurangzlb arrived 
at Ajmer to confiscate the territories of Maharaja Jaswant 4 (Singh) 
who had recently died, Tahawwur Khan at the time of his return 
to the Capital was appointed Faujdar of Ajmer in succession to Iltikhar 
Khan. Later, when the confidential servants of the Maharaja out of 
evil designs caused a disturbance in the royal retinue, and running 
away set up a rebellion at Jodhpur, Raj Singh, one of the servants of 
the Raja, collected an innumerable host, and attacked Tahawwur Khan. 
For three days they fought, and things passed from fighting with 
bullets and arrows to contending at close quarters. There were heaps 
of slain. Ac last Tahawwur Khan beat the drum of victory 4 , and 
Raj Singh with many others were sent to annihilation. The Rajputs 
were so intimidated by his bravery that they did not have the courage 
to make any further attempt to face him. When, in the beginning 


1 Shah Quli j£han according to I^hafi Khan, II, p. 262. Tyocr Khan in 
Tod. Rajasthan (1 y 1 4 edn.), p, 47. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 813.818, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion, I, pp. 678-880. 

3 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 599-604, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion I, pp. 754-756. He died on 20 December, 1678. 

4 The battle in front of the temple of Boar near the sacred lake of Push- 
kar, according to Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib , III, p. 335, ended 
on 30th August, 1679. In a footnote it is added that, according to Raj-vilas, 
the battle took place on 28th August and ended in a complete rout of the 
Moghul army. Har Bilas Sarda in his Ajmer; Historical and Descriptive 
(1941), p. 169, gives the dates as 19.21st August, apparently according to the 
Old Style and also says that “'Tahawar Khan fled, and his army was destroyed ! 
Sec also MaatJnr-i-'Alamgiri, pp. 179, 180, on which the above account is based. 
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ot the 23rd year, the blessed city was again visited by the Emperor 1 2 , 
Tahawwur Khan received a present of two elephants, and was deputed 
to attack Mandal 3 and other parganas of the Rana. The Emperor 
himself also proceeded in that direction to chastise that wicked person. 
When he was encamped at Mandal, he was honoured by the grant of 
the title of Padshah Quli Khan 1 . Later, he was deputed in company 
with Prince Muhammad Akbar 4 to Sojut and Jaitaran for chastising 
the Rathor Rajputs. When lack of food-stuffs made existence impossi¬ 
ble for the Rajputs, and the whole of their territory was trampled down 
by the imperial troops, they became certain that this infidel-smiting 
Emperor would not rest till he had overthrown and extirpated them. 
They, therefore, had recourse to deceit and feline tricks. First of all 
they approached Shah ‘Alain Bahadur, who had in those days been 
ordered to encamp at Ana Sagar tank 5 , to intercede for the pardon 
of their offences. They further tried to instigate him to rebel, 
and offered to help him with 40,000 horsemen 6 . 


1 Maathir-i-'Alamgiri , p. 181. Tahawwur Khan, according to the same 
work, p. 182, was granted a robe of honour, a quiver and a bow, and one 
elephant (not two elephants as stated in the above biography). 

2 Mandal in the Sarkar of Chittor, vide Jarrctt’s translation of A'tn, II, p. 
274. Mandal had a brick fort. 

3 Maathir-i-' Alamgiri, p. 188. Khali Khan's account (II, p. 262) is incor¬ 
rect both in regard to dates and the statement that Padshah Quli Khail was 
granted the title of Tahawwur Khan at this date. 

4 Prince Muhammad Akbar’s appointment is mentioned in Maathir-i- 
'Alamgiri on p. 194, but Tahawwur Khan’s name is not mentioned. Sojat and 
Jaitaran in Sarkar Jodhpur, both with forts on hills, vide Jarrett, op. lit., p. 276; 
the names arc spelt as Sojhat and Jetaran. In Tod’s map— Rajasthan, I (1914 
edn ) the places spelt as Sojut and Jeytayrun arc shown to the cast of Jodpoor. 

5 Khafi Khan (II, p. 263) wrongly has Ujjain for Ajmer, and says that Ana 
Sagar tank is 80 kos from Ajmer. The mistake is repeated in Elliot’s History , 
Vll, p. 299. l or Ana Sagar tank see Har Bilas Sarda, up. cit., pp. 60-65. 

6 This is taken from Khafi Khan (II, p. 264), but the offer of 40,000 
horsemen, according to that account, was made to Prince Muhammad Akbar 
and not to Shall *Alam (p. 265). Nawab Bai’ was the daughter of Raja Raju, 
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It is stated that as a result of die warning of his mother Nawab 
Bal\ the Prince paid no heed to the foolish proposal of those babblers. 
Having failed with him they turned to Prince Muhammad Akbar, 
and made similar proposals. The Prince, in spite of his wisdom and 
knowledge, through inexperience and the impulse of youth, and be¬ 
cause of the instigations of his mischief-loving associates, girt up 
the loins of rebellion. Shah ‘Alam becoming aware of this conspiracy 
wrote to the Emperor that the possibility of the incitement of the 
Prince by the infidels should not be ignored. AurangzTb attributed 
this to fraternal jealousy and rivalry; previously at Hasan Abdal 
similar slander had earned Shah ‘Alam a bad name; and as the 
Emperor had no misgivings about Muhammad Akbar, lie wrote 
in reply 1 ‘‘This is utter folly. May the glorious God always 
keep you along the straight path!’’ Not many days had passed, 
when the dust was dispersed; the Rajputs joining Prince Muham¬ 
mad Akbar under the leadership of Durga Das, the seating of the 
Prince on the throne of sovereignty, conferring of titles, bestowal 
of increase of ranks on his adherents among the royal servants such as 
Padshah Qull Khan—who was his guide in straying from the right 
path and in iniquitous designs, and who was made Amlr-ul-Umara 
and received promotion to the rank of 7,000—and the employment 
of traitor Muljtasham Khan and Ma'mur Khan, were all reported 
simultaneously to the Emperor by his confidential servants. It was 
also reported that the Prince was marching against his father with a 
force of 70,000 cavalry. The royal forces at this juncture were 
engaged in chastising the rebellious and seditious elements, and were 
scattered. Although it is generally stated that at this time in the 
royal retinue there was not more than 800 horse, including the 
eunuchs, the office staff etc 2 ., but in Madtbir-i-'Alamglrl the number 
of the following including personal attendants etc. is given as not 

Raja of Rajauri in Kashmir, vide Irvine, Later Mughals, I, p. 2, and Irvine’s 
Storia do Mogor , II, p. 57, note 2. 

1 Adapted from j£hafi £han, II, p. 265. 2 £hafi {Chan, II, p. 266. 
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more than 10,000*. This sadden calamity caused a great commo¬ 
tion in the Camp, and immediately the artillery commander ( Mir 
Atish) 1 2 was ordered to erect batteries round the Camp. An order 
was also issued to Shah ‘Alam to come with all speed. Aurnngzib 
(during this time) repeatedly said, “Bahadur has got a good oppor¬ 
tunity. Why does he delay 3 ?” The Camp was pitched near Ajmer 
in the village of DeoraT’, and when Shah ‘Alam approached with 
10,000 horse, an order was given, out of caution and keeping 
in view the exigencies of the time, that the guns should be 
pointed against him 4 . He came unattended, with his tw'o sons 
and paid his respects. When 16,000 horse bad been collected, 
arrangements were made for marshalling them. At this time several 
officers, such as Kamal-ud-Dln 5 6 , son of Diler Khan and Mujahid 
Khan 0 brother of Firuz Jang, deserted from the hostile force, and 
joined the imperial army. At last on 5th Muharram, 1092 A.H. 
(15th January, 1681 A.D.) afeer more than one watch of the night 
it was reported that Padshah Quit Khan had come from Akbar’s camp 
and was at the public entrance 7 . An order was given to Lutf Ullah 
Khan 8 , Superintendent of the Qhusal Kbana, to bring him unarmed. 
That doomed man, who apparently nourished evil designs, came to 
the door of the G 7 >nsal Khana, and strongly objected to giving up his 

1 Mnathir'i-'Alamg'iri, p. 198. 

2 BahramatuI j^han, Maathir-i-'Alamgtrj, p. 198. For his account see 
Maathir-nl-Vmara, Text, I, pp. 454 - 457 . Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 365-368. 

3 MaSthir-t-'Alatngin , p, 198, 

4 Khafi Khan, II, pp. 266, 267. 

5 See Maathjr-ul-Umarj, Beveridge’s translation, 1 , p. 505. He was the 
son of Diler Khan Da’udzai whose biography is translated on pp. 495-505. 

6 He was a younger son of Qulij Klian Khwaja ‘Abid for whose account 
sec Maat/jir-Hl-Urruira, Text, III. pp, 120-122. For his brother Ghazi-ud-Din 
Khan Firuz Jang see Maatbir-ul-Umaril. Text, II, pp. 872-879, and Beveridge's 
translation, I, pp. 587-592. 

7 See Khafi Khan, II, p. 268, but his date 1090 A.H. is incorrect. 

8 Maathir-ui-Utnarii. Text, III, pp. 171-177, Beveridge & Prnshad’s tran¬ 
slation, I. pp, 837-840. 
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arms. Lutf Uliah Khan went and reported that Padshah Qull Khan 
says “I am a house-born servant (Khdnazdcl), and have never attended 
unarmed.” The Emperor ordered that he should be admitted un¬ 
armed. Before Lutf Uliah Khan had returned, he became alarmed 
and wanted to get away, but faithlessness to the salt acted as a chain 
on his feet. As soon as he put his foot out of the screens ( qanats ) of 
G_busal Khgna, the bodyguards and cbelas fell upon him. As he was 
wearing a quilted coat (chilqnciy and a cuirass underneath it, his 
wounds were not serious, but one of the wounds reached his throat and 
silenced his turbulent brain. It is stated that when he objected to 
unbuckle his armour, it was reported to the Emperor that he had 
come apparently at the instigation of Akbar with evil intentions. 
The Emperor on hearing this became furious, and taking a sword in 
his hand, said "Don’t scop him, let him come armed.” Meanwhile 
one of the armed messengers ( Ya'dwats ) or guards put his hand on the 
breast of that doomed person and stopped him. He slapped the man 
on the face and turned away. By chance his foot got caught in a 
tent rope and he fell. A cry of “strike and kill” rose on all sides. 
People finished him and cut off head. It is stated that Shah ‘Alam also 
gave the signal for killing him. Though the putting on of a cuirass 
supports people’s suspicions that he was bent on evil designs, but 
Khafi Khan says in his history on the basis of a verbal communication 
from Khwaja Mukaram Jan Nidjar Khan—who was old and experi¬ 
enced, and at the time a trusted servant of Shah ‘Alam, and who 
distinguished himself against Akbar’s vanguard and was wounded— 
that Padshah Qull Khan’s return to ‘Alamglr’s Court was due solely 
to the written request of ‘Inayat Khan his father-in-law, and that he 
had no other object in coming back. It was the exaggerated notion of 
his loyalty or his affronted feelings that had made him object foolish¬ 
ly to unbuckle his arms 1 2 . A stone of dissension fell among the 

1 See Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls, p. 69, and Blochmann, A'in , 
I, (2nd edn.), p. 114, pi. xiv, fig. 54 as cbihilqad: a doublet worn over the 
armour. 

2 Based on Khafi Khan, II, pp. 268, 269. The name in the text is 
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adherents of Prince Akbar, who had come within i /% kos of the royal 
camp, and at midnight leaving his wives, children and baggage behind 
he took to flight. A report, however, which became current among 
the general public was that the Emperor had devised a plot. He 
wrote a farman to Muhammad Akbar to the effect, “Although to 
tame these savage Rajputs, you have, in accordance with instructions, 
taken proper measures, but you should assign them to the vanguard 
so that they may be exposed to fire from both sides”. When 
this farman fell into the hands of the Rajputs, they readily (dastklutsh') 
became unnerved and alarmed and dispersed 1 . 

Finally Shah ‘Alam was deputed to pursue (Akbar). A number 
who had been his allies in straying from the right path and iniquitous 
designs, unwillingly and under compulsion were allotted special resi¬ 
dences 3 . QadI Khub Ullah, Muhammad ‘Aqil, and Mir Ghulam 
Muhammad Amroha, who had set their seals to a manifesto of the 
dethronement of the Emperor, were after having boards put round 
their necks, and severe dogging, sent to the fort of Garh Patli (Beetli). 
Though Piidshad Qull Khan was dubbed a rebel, but his brother and sons 
were trusted as house-born servants and treated with favour. Accord- 
ingly Fadil Beg 3 , his brother, received, in the 25th year, the title of 
Tahawwur Khan, and was appointed along with Himmat Khan Baha¬ 
dur to the siege of Bijapur. His son Asad-ud-Din, who in the reign 
of Bahadur Shah, received the title of Kljan, was appointed Command- 


wrongly given, as Khawaft Khan. Also see Orme, Hist. Fragments, p. 191. 
l'or ‘Inayat Khan, fathcr-in-law of Tahawwur Khan, see Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, 
II, pp. 813-818, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, I, pp.678-680. 

1 Tor a detailed account of Akbar’s rebellion see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
Life of Aurangzib. Ill, pp, 353-3^8. Also sec Irvine, Storia do Mogor, II, pp. 
247-251, and Tod. op. cit., pp. 47-49- 

2 They were imprisoned in various fortresses, see Maathir-L'Alamgiri, p. 
204, and Har Bilas Sarda, op. cit., p. 173. Garh Patta should be Garh Beetli, 
the Ajmer fort on Taragarh hill. 

3 Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p, 273. 
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ant of Ahmadnagar in the 3rd year of Farrukh Siyar’s reign. Me 
was very arrogant, and was also suspected of having other designs 1 . 


(RAJA) PAHAR SINGH BUNDELA 
(Vol. II, pp. 256-260). 

He was the son of Raja Blr Singh Dev 2 3 4 5 . After Shah Jahan’s 
accession he was confirmed in the rank of 2,000 with 1,200 horse, 
and later as a result of increase of 1,000 with 800 horse, his rank 
became 3,000 with 2,000 horse 11 . In the same year an army was 
deputed to chastise Jujhar Singh, who had absconded from the Capital. 
Pahar Singh accompanied ‘Abdullah Khan Bahadur. He did good 
service there in the conquest of the fort of Traj, and at the recommen¬ 
dation of ‘Abdullah Khan was granted a drum' 1 . When Jujhar Singh 
reduced by extremities came to the Court, and his offences were par¬ 
doned, some of the excess lands out of the territories in his possession 
were assigned to Pahar Singh as his fief. In the beginning of the 3rd 
year, when the Emperor after reaching Kbandcsh sent three armies 
under distinguished commands for devastating Nizam-ul-Mulk’s terri¬ 
tories, Pahar Singh was sent with Shaista Khan. In the same year be 
was distinguished with che grant of the title of Raja' 1 , and when 
A‘zam Khan, the viceroy of the Deccan, attacked Khan Jahan Lodi 
opposite Bir, and a fierce battle took plate, Pahar Singh performed 
great deeds. During the fight one of his followers reached Bahadur, 
nephew of Khan Jahan, and cutting off his head brought it to Pahar 


1 The Persian phrase ba-taur-digar inutbim bud is very obscure. It may 
mean that he was suspected of being disloyal. 

2 He was responsible for Abiil Fadl’s murder. For his account see Maathir- 
ul-Umard, Text, II, pp. 197-199, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 423-425. For his 
genealogy see Blochmann, A'in, I (2nd edn,), p. 546. 

3 Badsbahtntma, I, pt. i, p. 205. 

4 Of. cit., p. 248, The grant of part of Jujhar Singh's territories to him 
in fief is recorded on p. 255. 

5 Op, cit., p. 303. 
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Singh, who took it to A‘zam Khan. After this he was for long attach¬ 
ed to the Deccan army. 

In the siege and later the conquest of Daulatabad, he, through 
personal bravery and performance of duty did not leave any stones 
unturned in the deteat and massacre of the enemy, and the signs of his 
loyal service became apparent. Similarly he performed outstanding 
deeds in the siege of the fort of Parenda. After the death of Maha- 
bat Khan Khan Khanan, he was attached to Khan Dauran who was 
appointed Governor of Burhanpur 1 . In the gth year, when the Emper¬ 
or went to the Deccan, and an army was deputed to chastise Sahu, he 
was appointed under the command of Khan Zamfin to that mission 2 3 . 
In die 15th year, he came in attendance on Prince Muhammad 
Aurangzlb Bahadur from the Deccan, and did homage'*. In the same 
year he was granted an increase of 1,000 horse, two-horse, three-horse 
troopers, and was sent for the castigation of Champat Bundcla 4 , who 
was a servant of Blr Singh D^v and Jujhar Singh, but had at this time 
rebelled in the country. When he reached there, the rebellious Cham¬ 
pat finding himself incapable of opposing him, willy-nilly presented 
himself before him. In the 18th year, Pahar Singh was deputed with 
‘All Mardan Khan Ainir-ul-Umara for the conquest of Badakhshan 5 6 . 
As the expedition thac year was unsuccessful, he, in the 19th year, 
received an increase of 1,000 two-horse, threc-horsc troopers 0 , and 
was sent to the Balkh and Badakhshan campaign under Prince Murad 
Bakhsh. Me rendered valuable services in the fights against the Uzbegs 
and Almanan, and after the return of Prince Murad Bakhsh, lie 
remained in the country till the arrival of Prince Muhammad Aurang- 
zlb Bahadur. In the 21st year, he returned in company with Aurang- 
zlb, and did homage. In the 22nd year, he was deputed with Prince 

1 Badshahnamci, I, pt. li, p. (>3. 

2 Op. cit., p. 1 $6. 

3 Badsbabnamii, II, p. 284. 

4 Op. cit., p. 303. 

5 Op. at., p. 4.-4. 

6 'Amal Salih, III, p, 112. 
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Aurangzib for the conquest of the fort of Qandahar, which the Iranian 
were besieging. On return he was allowed to go to his home. In the 
24th year, he was granted an increase of 1,000 foot with 1,000 horse, 
two-horse, three-horse troopers, and in succession to Sardar Khan was 
made fief-holder of Churagarh'. 

When he arrived there, Hirde Ram, Zamlndar of the place— 
whose father Bhim Narain had been killed by Jujhar Singh to whom 
he had gone under an agreement—fled to Anup Singh, the Zamlndar 
of Bindhu, who owing to the destruction of that fortress had gone to 
Rcwan, a place some 40 kos away. Raja Pahar Singh marched from 
a distance of 25 kos and attacked RSwan. Anup Singh, feeling him¬ 
self not strong enough to resist him, fled with his family and Hirde 
Ram to the hilly country of Nathii Nathar (?). The Raja came to 
Rewun and sacked it. As meanwhile he received an order recalling 
him, he in the 25th year reached the Court, and presented one male 
and three female elephants which had come into his hands from the 
effects of the Zamlndar of Bandhu. He was deputed a second time 
to the Qandahar expedition under Prince Muhammad Aurangzib. In 
the 26th year, he went a third time to the same parts in attendance 
on Prince Dara Shikdh 1 . During the siege of the fort he had charge 
of the batteries. When the Prince returned without accomplishing his 
purpose, he also returned to the Court, and, in the 27th year, was 
permitted to return home. In the 2§th year, corresponding to 1064 
A.H. (1654 A.D.) he died. The Emperor appointed his eldest son 
Sujan Singh—whose account has been written separately—as his 
successor 2 . Indarman his other son received the rank of 500, with 
400 horse. Outside the boundaries of Aurangabad and to the west 
of it there is a quarter named after him. 


1 'Atrial Salih, III p. 157; his name, however, is incorrectly given as Bahar 
Singh. 

2 Op. cit., p. 197; he was granted the rank o£ 2,000 with 2,000 horse 
the title of Raja. For his account see Maathir-ul-Umara, II, pp. 291-295. 
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PAYINDA KHAN MUGHAL 
(Vol. I, pp. 394-396). 

He was the brother’s son of Haji Muhammad Khan Koki 1 2 , who 
was the son of Baba Qushqa, the brother of Koki, one of the chief 
officers of Babur. Haji Muhammad served under Humayun in many 
of his expeditions, and was treated with favour in the Bengal cam¬ 
paign. After the conquest of that province, when the Emperor was 
stationed at Jannatabad (Gaur), and Sher Khan Sur after taking 
Benares was stirring up strife in the environs of Jaunpur, the said 
Khan deserted the Emperor and joined Nur-ud-Din Muhammad who 
was stationed at Qanauj. He induced Mirza Hindfd to have the 
Kbutba recited in his name. When the imperial armies were twice 
defeated in the fights against Sher Khan Sur, the Emperor, being 
unable to achieve anything in Tatta and Bhakkar, turned towards Qan- 
dahar. There also he was unable to stay owing to the treachery of 
Mirza ‘Askari. Accordingly having determined on going to ‘Iraq 
(Iran) he hastened in that direction. After Humayun reached Sistan, 
Haji Muhammad deserted Mirza ‘Askari, and rejoined the force of 
Humayun*. In the journey to Iran, the expedition to Qandahar and 
the affair of Kabul, he was in attendance on the Emperor and rendered 
good service. At last when his evil designs became manifest, he and 
his brother Shah Muhammad—who was a past-master in wickedness 
and evil designs—were seized, and the world was cleansed of the 
contamination of their existence 3 . It is stated that Haji Muhammad 
was conspicuous for his courage, and that the Shah (of Iran) often 
remarked that kings should have servants like him. On the day of 

1 The earlier account of Haji Muhammad fyhan appears to be based mainly 
on Akbamdma, Text 1 , pp. 153-155, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 335-359. See 
also Erskinc, History of India, II, pp. 153-164, Banerji, Humayun Badshah, I, 
pp. 215-218, and Cambridge History of India, IV, pp. 30-32. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, I, p. 204, Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 416. 

3 See the detailed account of their arrest etc. in Akbarnama, Text, I, pp. 
310, 311, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 378, 379. 
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Qabaqanddzt (tilting tournament) he hit the Qabaq, and was awarded a 
prize by the Emperor 1 . Payinda Muhammad, in the 5th year of 
Akbar’s reign, came from Kabul in the company of Mun'un Khan 2 , 
and did homage. In the end of the same year he was appointed with 
Adham Khan to conquer Malwa' 1 . In the 19th year, he was sent 
with Mun'im Khan to conquer Bengal, and in the 22nd year, he was 
deputed with Raja Bhagwant (Bhagwan) Das 4 to chastise Rana Partap. 
In the battle between Khan Khanan ‘Abdur Rahim and Muzaflar 
Gujarati he was in command of the vanguard. In the 32nd year he 
was granted a fief in Ghorashat (Bengal) - * and departed to his fief. 


1 This is taken verbatim from Akbarnama, Text, I, p. 22, Beveridge’s tran¬ 
slation, I, p. 448. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, 11 , p. 114, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 174. In com¬ 
pliance with Akbar’s order Mun'itn Khan arrived from Kabul with a number of 
officers and did homage at Sirhind, but according to Tabaqat-kAkban, Dc’s 
translation, II, pp. 246, 247, and note 4 on p. 246, and Muntakhab-nt-Tawarikh , 
Lowe’s translation, II, p. 38, at Ludhiana. 

3 Op. cit., Text, II, pp. 134, i 35 . translation, II, p. 208. 

4 The appointment of Raja Bhagwan D.is to chastise the Ranii, who was 
at Goganda is recorded in Akbarnama, Text, III, p, 196, Beveridge’s translation, 
III, p. 277, but the name of Payinda I£han is not mentioned. 

5 Op. cit.. Text, III, p. 328, Beveridge’s translation, IV, p. 801. In the 
account of the 43rd year his son Wall Beg is mentioned as having brought a 
peshkasb of 22 choice elephants. Text, III, p. 746, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 
1115, Payinda l£han in Tabaqat-i-Akbarr, De’s translation, II, p. 669, is inclu¬ 
ded among officers holding the rank of 2,000, and it is stated that he was the 
Governor of Ghoraghat. Is he the same Payinda Khan, who was promoted to 
the rank of 3,500 with 2,000 horse in the 49th year of Akbar’s reign in 1605 
A.D.?—see Akbarnama, Text, 111 , p. 834, Beveridge’s translation III, p. 1249. 
The death of a Payinda Khan Mughal "an old Amir of the State” is recorded 
by Jahangir in his Memoirs (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 294) in the 
10th year, 1024 A.H. (1615 A.D.). Blochmatm, /j’n;, I (and cdn.), p. 421, 
identifies him with the subject of the above notice. 
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PESHRAU KHAN 1 

(Vol. I, pp. 396-398). 

His name was Mihtar Sa'adat. He was one of the slaves of Hunia- 
ynn, and had been presented to him by Shah Tahmasp, the ruler of 
Iran. He was educated in Tabriz. He was always in attendance on 
Humayun, and after the death of that pious Emperor he was in the 
service of Akbar. In the 19th year 2 , he was deputed by the Emperor 
for conveying certain instructions to the officers in Bengal. As speed 
was essential in this connection, he embarked on a boat, and started 
down the river Ganges. When he reached the territory of GajpatT, 
who was a noted landholder of the provice of Bihar, he was taken pri¬ 
soner by Gajpati s men. When Jagdespur, the stronghold of GajpatT 
was captured, and GajpatT was seated in the nook of contempt, a won¬ 
derful fate delivered the said Khan from his deadly peril. It is stated 
that the inherently seditious person (GajpatT) put most of the people, 
who had been captured by him, to death, and he made over the said 
Khan to a person to undergo the same destiny. The man’s heart 
failed him, and he was made over to another man. Though the latter 
used all his strength, he could not draw his sword out of the scabbard. 
Consequently in accordance with GajpatT's orders, who at the time was 
greatly confused, his executioner seated Pcshrau Khan on an elephant, 
and started. By chance the elephant was unbroken and restive. The 


1 Blochmann in T in. I (2ml cdn.), pp. 558, 559, has included a detailed 
biography of Pcshrau Khan based mainly on the Maathir account. He is not 
mentioned in Bayazid among the list of the officers etc. who accompanied 
Humayun on the return journey from Persia, nor is any reference of him to be 
found in Erskine or Daneiji’s monograph on Humayun. 

2 This, according to Akbamama, Text, III, p. 169, Beveridge's translation, 
III, p. 240, was in the 21st year. For Gajpati see Beveridge's detailed note 2 
on pp. 239, 240. The account of the taking of Jagdespur, the main stronghold 
of Gajpati is given on p. 186 of the text and p. 261 of the translation, while 
Pcshrau ^han’s escape is described in great detail on pp. 262, 263 of the 
translation. 
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executioner flung himself off, but the elephant kicked him, and then 
giving a terrible roar started running. This terrible noise made all the 
other elephants also to stampede. The elephant carrying the Khan 
reached a lonely . desert. The Khan tried to squeeze the throat of the 
driver with his two hands which were bound, but the latter after a 
great struggle managed to fling himself and sought safety in flight. The 
elephant stopped when it was near morning, and the Khan threw him¬ 
self down on the ground. After recovering himself he turned towards 
the road. Just then he met a horseman, who was one of his followers 
and who had been searching for him, and putting him on his own horse 
took him to the royal camp. In the 21st year, the Khan on arrival 
presented himself at the Court. After a time he was deputed to advise 
Nizam-ul-Mulk Deccan! 1 2 , who having withdrawn himself from society 
was living in solitude. In the 24th year, he brought Asaf Khan, servant 
of Nizam-ul-Mulk, with presents to the Court. Later, he was sent 
to tender sage counsels 3 4 to Bahadur Khan, son of Raj! ‘All Khan, the 
ruler of Asir. As he paid no heed to him, tire Emperor ordered the 
siege of the fort, and Pcshrau Khan 3 rendered valuable services on 
the day of the conquest of Maligarh. In the 40th year, he held the 
rank of 350. After the death of the Emperor, he was an object of 
favour with Jahangir, and was exalted by promotion to the rank of 
2,000, and placed in charge of the Stores department (Farrdsb Kbdna). 


1 See Abkarnitmii, Text, III, p. 280, Beveridge’s translation, III, p, /joy. 

2 Op. til., Text, III, p. 767, Beveridge's translation, III, p. 1146. 

3 Maligarh, according to Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 777, Beveridge’s transla¬ 
tion, III, p. 1163, was a noted fort on the north side of Asir. Pcshrau Khan's 
part in this campaign is mentioned 011 p. 1 165, where it is stated that lie in 
company with Mir Qasim Badakhshi and others took Korhi. Beveridge in a 
note on the same page, however, has suggested that this Pcshrau Khan was 
probably Asad Beg, who was granted the title of Pcshrau Khan in the reign of 
Jahangir. 

4 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzitk-i-labang'irt, I, p. 50, where 
it is stated that he was one of the men sent with Humayfin by Shah Tahmasp; 
and that he had served as the clarogha and mibtar of the farrasb Khdna in 
Akbar’s times. On p. 149, however, Jahangir states that Shah Tahmasp had 
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In the 3rd year corresponding to 1016 A.H. (1607-08 A.D.) he 
died. The Emperor, in consideration of the claims and services of 
Pcshrau Khan, placed one of the pc sh-k hands in the charge of his soil 1 . 

(MULLA) PIR MUHAMMAD KHAN SHARWANP 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 182-186). 

He was one of Akbar’s officers of the rank of 5,000. He was 
a learned and talented person, and originally in Qandahar was a 
servant of Bairam Khan. After Akbar’s accession he, through the 
instrumentality of Bairam Khan, was made an Amir and an officer, 
and appointed his Vak'tl 3 (agent). After the victory over Hemu—in 
which he distinguished 1 himself—he was granted the title of Nasir- 
ul-Mulk. Gradually his influence increased so greatly that he used 
on his own initiative to transact all affairs, financial and administrative, 
as if he was the Vakil of the Empire. His grandeur and hauteur 
increased to such an extent, that the nobles and Chaghtal’ Amirs 
often went to lus house, but could not get admission and had to 
return. Relying on the accuracy and probity of his own views he 

presented Pcshrau Khan as a slave to Humayun. On p. 51 of the same work 
Beveridge in a note explains tire title Pishrau, as “probably from his going on 
ahead with the advance camp.” 

1 Rogers & Beveridge, up. cit., pp. 149, 150. Pcshrau Khan is stated to 
have left a large fortune amounting to Rs. 1,500,000. The son’s name is given 
as Ri'ayat, who is described as very stupid. One of the pesh-kbanas is there 
half of the Farrasb Khana, probably it was the duplicate half of the tents, stoics 
etc. which were sent on in advance of the royal camp, see Irvine, Army of the 
Indian Moghuls, p, 195. 

2 Good accounts of the Mulla's life have been published by Blochmann, 
A'iti, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 332, 343, and Muhammad Husain Aziid, Darbar-i- 
Akbari (Lahore, 1939), pp. 75b, 757. His name in all Hnglish works is given as 
Shirwani or Shirwan, the birth-place of Khaqani, The Persian editions all have 
Sharwan and this has been followed in this account, 

3 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 30, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 48. 

4 His services arc detailed in Akbarnilma, Text, II, pp. 30-42, 46, 
Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 49,32,71,72. 
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ignored all others. On the contrary others were afraid of his violent 
and rude behaviour. As he did not behave with tact towards anyone, 
jealous, short-sighted people became annoyed, and by improper reports 
prejudiced Bairam Khan against him. It so happened that in the 4th 
year Nasir-ul-Mulk was ill for some days. Khan Khanan went to 
enquire after his health. A Turkish soldier, who was the porter, 
not recognizing him, said, “Please wait. 1 will inform (my master)”. 
Khan Khanan became indignant. As soon as Mulla Pir Muhammad 
heard about it, he came out of the house, and very humbly and 
modestly offered his apologies and said, “This slave did not recognize 
the Nawiib.” Khan Khanan retorted, “In what way do you recognize 
me that he should do so?” In spite of this, when Bairam Khan 
entered the house, because of the great crowd only a few of his follo¬ 
wers were allowed to come in 1 . Khan Khanan frowned, and mischief* 
mongers taking advantage of the opportunity, inflamed him still 
further. Accordingly he sent the Mulla the following message, “We 
raised you from a Mulla to an Amir. As your capacity was limited, 
you got out of hand from (drinking) one cup. The only advisable 
thing for you now is to retire.” As the Mulla had an independent 
nature, he received this message with a placid countenance, and 
retired. After a few days Bairam Khan, at the instigation of Shaikh 
Gadai’ Kambu, and other evil-minded persons, sent the Mulla 
to the fort of Biana, and imprisoned him there. Later he permitted 
him to proceed on pilgrimage to the Hijaz. The Mulla had set off 
for Gujarat, when he received a letter from Adham Khan and others, 
bidding him to stop at whatever place he was, and to wait for 
mysterious good news. He halted near Ranthambhor. When Bairam 
Khan got the news, he sent a body of men to seize him and bring 
him back. After an engagement, the Mulla abandoned all his goods 
and belongings and went away with a few men. In reality Bairam 

1 Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 84,86, Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 131,13s. 
See also Muntakbab-ul-Tawarikh, Text, II, pp. 27,28, Lowe’s translation, II, pp. 


20-22. 
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Khan at the instigation of short-sighted and envious persons alienated 
such a sincere and able servant; with his own hand he struck an axe 
at the root of his fortune. This episode was greatly disliked by Akbar. 
The Mulla had not reached Gujarat when he heard the news of Bairam 
Khan’s downfall. He hastily returned and did homage. He was 
honoured with the grant of the title of Khan’, a standard and a drum. 
Afterwards he was deputed with Adham Khan for the conquest of 
Mai wa. When Adham Khan Koka was summoned to the Court in 
the 6th year, the Mulla was confirmed as the Governor of Malwa in 
succession to him 1 2 . Baz Bahadur did not worry much about him, 
and, in the yth year, collecting a force in the neighbourhood of Awas 
broke out into a rebellion. Pir Muhammad raised a force, and 
marched against him. He dispersed him after a short struggle. 
He then proceeded to take the fort of Btjagarh, and captured it 
from 1 ‘timiid Khan—who was holding it for Baz Bahadur—he annexed 
the fort to the imperial territories. As the ruler of Khandesh, Miran 
Muhammad Shah Faruqi, was an ally of Baz Bahadur, Pir Muhammad 
Khan taking a picked force of i ,000 active men made a forced march 
of 40 kos in one night. As the former was in the Asir fort, Pir 
Muhammad went and sacked Burhanpur. He gave orders for a 
general massacre, and many Saiyids and learned men were beheaded 
in his presence. While returning with much booty, he learnt that 
Baz Bahadur was in the vicinity. He determined to fight. Experi¬ 
enced men advised against fighting and suggested that he should 
proceed to Hmdla. Pir Muhammad, in whom rashness prevailed over 
prudence, paid no heed to this advice, and set his heart on fighting. 

1 Akbarnawa, Text, II, p. 103, Beveridge's translation, II, p. 156, and 
Muntakhab-ut-Tajjurikb, loc. cil. In his account in the Maalhtr no reference is 
made to his appointment by Akbar to the expedition against his old master 
Bairam Khan, but this is detailed in Muni'itkhah-ul- 1 awiirtkh , Text, II. pp. 39, 
40; Lowe’s translation, II, pp, 33, 34. 

2 His appointments to Malwa and later as Governor of Malwa are men¬ 
tioned on pp. 134. i5 2 of the text and on pp. 208, 236 of the translation of 
Akbarnitma. 
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His comrades ignoring the obligations due to companionship, were 
defeated after a brief fight. Some well-wishers seized his rein and 
took him off the battlefield. It was evening when he reached the 
banks of the Narbada river. His men advised that the enemy was 
far off, and that they should encamp there for the night. He did 
not listen, and drove his horse into the water. By chance a string 
of camels, which was also crossing the stream, struck the Khan's horse. 
He was thrown down from his horse, but his companions did not exert 
themselves to rescue him, and he was drowned 1 . 

Verse 

When his day was turned into night, 

Two world-seeing eyes were obscured. 

The unjust slaughter of the innocents at Burhanpur did it work. 

Verse 

Murder not when you ate in power! 

For there is no escape from retribution. 

This catastrophe occurred in 969 A.H. (1562 A.D.). Akbar was 
very grieved at the death of so loyal, able, brave and courageous an 
officer. It is stated that Plr Muhammad Khan carried his magnifici- 
ence to such an extent that every day he had a thousand dishes 
of food prepared 2 . With all his pride and haughtiness he was 
bountiful. On several occasions he presented five hundred horses to 
his men in one day. With all that he was very hot-tempered. M1I1- 

1 The campaign against Baz Bahadur culminating in his death hy drowning 
is described on pp. 166-168 of the text and on pp. 256-259 of the translation of 
Akbarnama, and on pp. 5 o, 5 1 of the text and on pp. 46, 47 of the translation 
of Munlakkab-tit-Tawafikb. In the former work it is a string of mules and not 
camels which is stated to have caused his fall from the horse. The massacre of 
the Shaikhs etc. of Burhanpur is described in detail on pp, 47 > 4 ^ of the text, 
and on pp. 4 2 , 43 of the translation of Muntakhab-ut-TawSrikb. 

2 This is apparently based on the account in Munlakhab-ut-TawHnkb, 
Text, p. 26, Lowe’s translation, p, 16. 
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tary pride joined to priestly zeal had ruined him. What more can be 
said! During the period, when he was the centre of the affairs of the 
Caliphate, an order was issued co Khan Zaman ShaibanT, to send Sha- 
ham—a camel driver’s son with whom he was in love, and whom he 
used to address as: ‘My King, My King’—either to the Court or to 
dismiss him from his company. Khan Zaman sent his trusted servant 
Burj ‘All to appease the Emperor and to arrange the affairs. He went 
co Pit Muhammad’s house, and delivered his message. The Mulla 
became very angry, and had him beaten, and later thrown down from 
the fore tower. Then laughing derisively he added: “Now this 
fellow has become synonymous with his name”—-(Burj ‘All: ‘All s 
tower) 1 . 


PRITHIRAJ RATHOR 
(Vol. I, pp. 429-431). 

He was one of the body-guards 15 of Shah Jahan. During the 
days of his troubles, he was always in attendance, and had thus 
assumed a position of reliance and trust. After the accession of that 
Emperor, he, in the 1 st year' 1 , was granted the rank of 1,500 with 
600 horse. In the 2nd year, he in company with Khwaja Abfd 
Hasan TurbacI was deputed to pursue Khan Jahan Lodi who had fled 
from Akbarabad (Agra). Out of his zeal he did not wait for others, 
but went off with a few officers, who all excelled in this noble quality, 
and overtook him near Dholpur 4 . During the fight, he, following the 
Rajput tradition, dismounted, and engaged in a single combat with 
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Khan Jahan who was on horseback. He wounded him wich a spear 1 , 
and himself received wounds. The Emperor graciously summoned 
him to the Presence, and raised his rank to 2,000 with 800 horse*, 
and presented him a' horse and an elephant. In the 3rd year, this 
was further increased by 200 horse', and in company of Khwiija Abfil 
Hasan he went to reduce the fort of Nasik. Later, when Mahabat 
Khan was nominated as the Viceroy of the Deccan, he was appointed 
as one of the officers of the province, and promoted to the rank of 
2,000 with 15,00 horse 1 . In the course of the siege of Daulatabad 
he performed valiant services, and one. day a Deccan! horseman, 
whose head was full of pride, challenged him to a single combat. On 
receipt of the challenge he left the ranks, and finished him in a 
sword duel 5 . In the 7th year, he received a further increase of 100 
horse in his rank 0 . In the 9th year, when the Emperor advanced 
his standards of fortune towards the Deccan, he in company with 
Khan Zamfin, the S Hbahclar of Balaghat, did homage in the vici¬ 
nity of Daulatabad, and was nominated 7 with the said Khan for 
chastising Sahu Bhonsle, and devastating the territories of ‘Adil Shah. 
In this expedition also he performed remarkable services, and, in the 
iotli year, was awarded an increase of xoo horse. In the 17th year, 
when the charge of the Deccan was transferred from the agents of 
Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur to Khan Dauran, Prithiraj was 
distinguished by being put in charge of the fort of Daulatabad 8 . In 
the 18th year, he was promoted to the rank of 2,000 with 2,000 
horse 9 , and in the 19th year, an order was issued recalling him 
to Agra, and he was placed in charge of the government of this 
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fort 1 along with Baqi Khan. In the 20th year, when Lahore was the 
imperial seat, he, in compliance with the orders, escorted a kror of 
rupees from the royal treasury at Akbarabad to the Presence 2 . As at 
that time Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur had left for Balkh 
and Badakhshan, he was deputed to take charge of fifty lacs of rupees 
which were co have been sent with the Prince. After receiving a robe 
of honour, and a horse with a silver saddle he started 3 . In the 21st 
year, he along with Raja Bethal Das was appointed to Kabul as an 
auxiliary co 4 5 All Mardan Khan Amlr-ul-Umara. In the 22nd year, 
he hurried to Qandahar in attendance on Prince Aurangzib; and there 
together with Rustam Khan he displayed courage in confronting the 
Iranians. In the 25th year, he again accompanied the said Prince on 
his second expedition to Qandahar. In the 26th year, he accom¬ 
panied Prince Dara Shikoh on a similar expedition, and, after arriving 
there, he and Rustam Khan went for the conquest of the fort of Bust, 
In the 30th year he was appointed to the Deccan under Prince Muha¬ 
mmad Aurangzib Bahadur. In the same year, corresponding to 1066 
A.H, (1636 A.D.) he died. His brother Ram Singh and son Kcsarl 
Singh received small mansabs. 

PURDIL KHAN 
(Vol. I, pp. 424-427). 

His name was Plra' 1 , and he was the son of Dilawar Khan Biratij 6 , 
who was one of clie Biiburian and old servants of Shfth Jahan. Dilawar 

1 Badshabnama , II, p. 510. 

2 Op. tit., p. 611. 3 Op. tit., p. 628. 

4 The variant Pita in place (if Bira in the text and in BddshFibnama has 

been adopted. 

5 The variants, as noted in the text, are Parich and Barij, while in the 
BadshFibndmn Barij and Biranj, but the correct word appears to be Baraich, which 

is the name of an Afghan tribe, vide jarrett, A’in, II, p. ^02, Dilawar Khan 
was an officer of the rank of 4,000 with 4,000 horse, and died in the 4th year of 
Shah Jahan’s reign, vide Badshahnama, I, pt. ii, p. 296, 
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Klian. on account of his fidelity, loyalty, constant and good service 
during the period of distress and troubles, became closely attached to 
the Prince, and was reckoned amongst the limited set of his most inti¬ 
mate companions, who in reference to approach and confidence had 
precedence over all the imperial officers. In the beginning of the 
reign he received the rank of 4,000 with 2,500 horse 1 and was appoin¬ 
ted Fatijdar of Mcwat. Later Jaunpur was granted to him as his fief. 
In the 4th year, he came with his son Pirfi from Jaunpur to Burhan- 
piir, and paid his respects. As at this time, the victorious armies were 
engaged in subduing the Nizam Shahls, and the conquest of those 
territories, he also was included amongst that victorious force. He was 
favoured with an increase in the number of his cavalry, and his son 
also received the rank of 1,000 and the title of Purdil Khan 2 . But 
Fortune—which is slow in granting favours and quick in discarding— 
did not permit him long to enjoy his success and the fruits of his good 
fortune; he died the same year. 

Purdil Khan, on account of the favours and appreciation which the 
rulers of this dynasty always showed to their loyal house-born ( khan - 
azdd) servants, was by repeated promotions raised to the rank of 2,000 
with 2,000 horse -1 , and appointed Tbanadar of the Lower Bangash, in 
the 10th year, on the transfer of Raja Jagat Singh. On the death of 
‘Aziz Ullah Khan, in the 17th year, he was sent to govern the fort of 
Bust 1 4 . In the 20th year, he was granted an increase in his command 
of 1,000 horse 5 . When ‘Abbas II determined to conquer Qandahar, 

1 Bddsbdbndma, I, pt. i, p. 117. 

2 Op. cit., p, 384. 

3 Badshabnama, II, p. 44, but his rank is given as 2,500 with 2,200 horse. 

4 His appointments during the intervening period, as detailed in Badshah- 
niima, II, are not included in the above account. For example he was in the 
15th year appointed Commandant of the fort of Zamin Dawar and that area was 
granted to him in fief, vide p. 306. His appointment as the Commandant of the 
fort of Bust in succession to ‘Aziz Ullah {Chan is recorded on p. 379. 

5 The increase in rank according to Badshabnama, II, p. 679, was 500, 
with 500 horse and as a result his rank is stated to have become 3,000 with 
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Pmdil Khan bravely moved forward to Parah, and appointed Mihrab 
Khan to take his place at Bust—the latter had been the Commandant 
of Bust when ‘Alt Mardan Khan made over this country to the impe¬ 
rial officers, and Qulij Khan having taken the fort from him by force 
had allowed him to go to Iran. The said Khan was nominated 
to capture the fort. Mihrab Khan realized that owing to its 
strong fortifications it would not be easy to take the new fort, 
which had been built near the old fort by the order of the 
Emperor (Shah Jahan), but, considering the reduction of the old 
fort an easy task, he erected his batteries accordingly. Purdil 
Khan had left some of his men to guard it at various points, and 
himself was active everywhere. He poured shots with cannons and 
muskets into the enemy’s ranks, and from the beginning of the 
siege kept up constant firing for fifty four days. A number were 
killed and wounded on both sides. Out of Purdil Khan’s total force 
of 600 soldiers 300 were killed, while double the number of Iranians 
lost their lives. At last on 14th Muharram, 1059 A.H. (18th Janu¬ 
ary, 1649 A.D.) Purdil Khan preferring life to duty, and after taking 
oaths and promises waited upon Mihrab Mian. That unjust person 
broke the compacts, put to death some of the 300 men—who objected 
surrendering their arms and showed fight, and imprisoned Purdil Khan 
with the rest, and their families, and brought them to the Shah at 
Qandahar. The Shah took Purdil Khan with him to Iran 1 . Though 
nothing is known about Purdil Khan after he went to Iran or his end, 
i.e. where he died, this is clear that he escaped shame and disgrace at 
the hands of his companions, and reproaches of .acquaintances and 
strangers. If he had returned to India, he would like Daulat Khan 2 , 


3,000 horse, and tins is the rank given in the list at the end of 20 years of the 
reign, op. at., p. 724. 

1 See Banarsi Prasad Sakscna, History of S habjaban, pp. 224, 225, for a 
summary of the expedition of Shah ‘Abbas II. According to him “Pardal Khan, 
governor of Bist, capitulated after a brief resistance.” 

2 See under the account of Daulat Khan, Maathir-nl-JJmara. Text, II, pp. 
24-30, Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 467-471. 
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thc Commandant of Qandahar and other officers who had been posted 
there, been the target of arrows of censure, and would have fallen from 
his position of trust and responsibility. 

QADIR DAD KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 140, 141). 

His name was Shaikh Nur Ullah, and was the son of Qadir Dad 
Khan, son of Rashid Khan Ansatl of Shah Jahan’s time—an account 
of his career has been included separately 1 2 . During Aurangzlb’s 
reign he attained the rank of 400, and was appointed Comman¬ 
dant of one of the Deccan forts. In the time of Bahadur Shah 
he was promoted to the rank of 1,000 and granted the title of 
his father; and appointed Faujdar of Jamod in the province of Khan- 
desh. During the reign of Muhammad Farrukh Siyar, when Nizam- 
ul-Mulk Asaf Jah after his appointment 3 as Viceroy of the Deccan 
went there, Qadir Dad Khan presented himself, and, as on his 
mother’s side he was nearly related'* to him, he joined him. He 
rendered valuable service in the battle against Saiyid Dilawar ‘All 
Khan and ‘Alam ‘All Khan 4 , and his rank was, therefore, raised to 
3,000 with 2,000 horse, and he received the gift of a flag and a 
drum. In the battle against Mubariz Khan 5 he was in command of 

1 Maalhir-ul-Umara, Text, 11, pp. 242-250, 

2 This is incorrect. Nizam-ul-Mulk was not at this time appointed Viceroy 
of the Dcccan, but recalled from Malwa, and to retrieve his position proceeded 
to the Dcccan, crossing the Narbada at the ford of Akbarpiir on 1st Rajab, 
1132 A.H. (9th May, 1720 A.D.). See £hafi j£han, II, pp. 852, 860, and 
Irvine, Later Moghuls , II, pp. 18-22. 

3 According to f£hafi I^ian, II, p. 953, the relation was through his 
maternal grandfather. 

4 Battles of Khandwa or Pandhar (20th June, 1720) and Balapur (nth 
August, 1720); see Irvine, Later Mughals, II, pp. 28-34, 47 ' 5 °- 

5 Battle of Shakar Khcra or Shakar Khelda in Berar, 11th October, 1724; 
see Irvine, loc cit ., pp. 1 44 -150. Qadir Dad Khan’s command of the vanguard 
is mentioned by Irvine and j^hafi Khan, II, p. 953, 



QAMAR KHAN 1 
(Vol. HI, pp- 53 ’ 54 )* 


He was tlic son of Mir ‘Abdul Latlf of QnzwinA In the iSth 
year of the reign, when Akbar turned his attent on (went) ro the 
Eastern districts, Qamar Khan accompanied him. In the tcjth year, 
when Khan Khanan Mun’im Beg was deputed to conquer Bengal, 
Qamar Khan’s name w'as included in that of the forces which were 
sent with him. Khan Khanan sent him with Muhammad ‘All Khan 
Barlas towards Satgaon. He performed valuable services during the 
conflicc in that province. In the 22nd year, he accompanied 1 3 4 Shihab- 
ucl-Din Ahmad, who had been transferred from Malw'a to Gujarat. 
In the 24th year, he was appointed to accompany Baja Todar Mai 
who had been deputed to punish the Patna rebels. When the 
imperial officers, owing to the large forces of the insurgents and the 
small number of the royal forces, were forced to shut ihemselves up 5 , 
and the enemy attempted to stop the coming in of supplies by the help 
of their fleet, Qamar Khan crossed over with a force to the other bank 
of the river, while forces were sent down the river, and from the near 

1 Blochmann, A'tn, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 54a, 543. 

1 See under Naijib fjhan, Blochmann, op. lit., pp. 490. 497, and aiUta 
pp. 381, 38a. 

3 Akbarndma, Text, III, p. 87, Beveridge’s translation, Ill, p. 1:23; and 
Text., Ill, p. 118, and translation. III, p. 169. 

4 Op. cit., Text, III, p. 218, translation, III, p. 306. 

5 It was probably in Mongbyr in 987 A.H. (1579-80 A.D.)—see 
MunUikbab-Ht'Tdwartkh, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 291. 



KHAN BAHADUR 
(Vol. I, pp. 358-361). 

His name was M r Muhammad Fadil, and he was the son of 
1 ‘timad-ud-Daulah Muhammad Amin Khan Bahadur 3 . In the end of 
Aurangzlb’s reign he obtained a suitable rank, and was granted the 
title of Qamar-ud-Din Khan. In the reign of I arrukh Siyar he rose to 
a high rank and was appointed Bakhshi of the Ahadts. In the 4th year 
he was deputed, along with ‘Abd-us-Samad Khan Diller Jang, to deal 
with the Sikhs 4 . In the first year of the reign of Muhammad Shah, 
after Husain ‘All had been killed and when Ghairat Khan his sister’s 
son with the men of Barah attacked the imperial army, Qamar-ud-Din 
Khan displayed valour, and afterwards received the rank of 6,ooo with 
6,000 horse, and the ofhcc of and BaDhsht on the resignation of his 
father; the post of Ddrogba of the ( 7 huslkhana was given to him in 
addition to his charge of the Ahadts. When his father died, although 
Niziim-ul-Mulk Asat Jah was summoned from the Deccan for filling 
the post of the Prime Minister, Qamar-ud-Din had his rank increased, 

t The variant 30c as given in the text appears to be more probable. It 
has not been possible to trace the source in Akbarnama. 

2 Rogers & Beveridge's translation of Memoirs 0/ Jahangir, I, p. 171. He 
was restored to favour a id granted increase in rank etc. in the 12th year, op. cit., 
pp. 440-442. 

3 For his account ce Maalbir-ul-Umara, I, pp. 346-350. Detailed accounts 
of the activities of the lather and son are to be found in Irvine’s Later Mughah, 
I, II, and Sir ladunath Sarkar, Fall of Mughal Empire, l, pp. 1-223. 

4 In the text <*j& ^ ‘‘the campaign of Kard”, but Kard is clearly an 
errorEorjjj^ Guru, and the reference is to the Sikh campaign. Sec p. 348 
of Vol. 1 of Maatbir'isi-Urnara. 
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and he was granted the title of I‘timad-ud-Daulah, When Asaf Jah 
after his appointment as the Premier, saw that his company was not 
acceptable 1 and showed unwillingness for a court appointment, and 
made a pretext for returning to the Deccan, Qamar-ud-Dln in the year 
1137 A.H. (1724 A.D.) was appointed to succeed him. For a long 
time he lived in happiness and glory. O11 one occasion, in the year 
1147 A.H. (1734-35 A.D.), when Balaji Rao Maratha stirred up a 
commotion in Malwa, Qamar-ud-Dln was appointed along with Khan 
Dauran, each having a separate army. He fought four battles victo¬ 
riously, but the affair ended in a peace. On a second occasion he 
marched from Delhi along with the Emperor to deal with the affair of 
‘All Muhammad Khan Rohilla, who was showing symptoms of re¬ 
bellion, but because of his spite with ‘Umdat-ul-Mulk, Safdar Jang 
became a mediator on behalf of the above mentioned Afghan and 
brought him into the Emperor’s service. On the third occasion he 
accompanied the Prince—who when he became sovereign took the 
title of Ahmad Shah—with a large army with the intention of opposing 
Ahmad Shah Durrani, who had advanced from Lahore, and had come 
as far as Sirhind. One day when the armies were going to fight, he 
was accidently killed by a cannon-ball in 1161 A.H, 3 (174b A.D.). 
He was a lover of comfort and had a pleasant disposition, and was 
acceptable to high and low. He did not approve of hurting anybody. 
Some of his father’s properties had been obtained by oppression, but 
he compensated the owners by paying a fair price for them, and 
whoever was not pleased at having had to sell (to his father) had his 
property returned. He was naturally polite. They say that at the 
time when Asaf Jah used to come to the Capital, he out of regard for 

1 Kok na-dtda but possibly there is an allusion to the girl K 5 ki who 
gained a great influence over Muhammad Shah—see Siyar-ul-Muta akhkhirin 
(Calcutta reprint, 1907) l, p. 244; also sec Irvine, Later Moghuls, II, p. 106 
and 263-265. Her name was Rahim-un-Nissa. 

2 He was killed in his tent while at prayers on 1 ith March, 1748, see 
F.lliot, History, VIII, p. 108, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal 
Empire, I, p. 223. 
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his age, and in spice of his office as the Premier, would get up to 
receive him. After his death his son Mir Manu became active and 
attacked the enemy (Durranls) with several thousand cavalry t and so 
drove them off that they took the road to their homes. On this 
account he got the title of Mu‘Tn-ul-Mulk and Rustam-i-Hmd, and 
was appointed Governor of LahSrc and Multan 1 . In the year t162 
A.H. (1749 A.D.) when the Shah Durrani came from Kabul to near 
Lahore, a slight battle (jttng-i-sabl) took place, and then peace was 
made 1 3 4 . The Shah, (i.e. Ahmad Shah DurranT) in accordance with the 
arrangement made with Nadir Shah (by Muhammad Shah) received 
four estates, viz. Sialkot 5 6 , Gujarat, Aurangabad, and Pasriir as his 
tribute and returned. In the year 1165 A.H. (1752 A.D.) he again 
came to Lahore, and fought for four months. Mir Mann was over¬ 
come 1 as a result of the differences between Adlna Beg Khan and Kura 
Mai his own servants, and entered into service 5 . The Shah made him 
his own Ndib of Lahore, and returned. Mu‘in-ul-Mulk (i.e. Mir 
Manu) went out to hunt one day in 1167 A.H. (1753 A.D.) and 
after a meal he developed a pain in his belly. l ie dismounted and 
wished to vomit, but could not, nor could he have a stool. Suddenly 
.he died". The Shah sent a Sanad for the government of Lahore to his 


1 Sir Jndunath Snrk.ir, Fdll of Mughal Empire, pp. 412,413. where it is 
stated that the appointment was as Governor of Lahore, and that Mu'in-ul- 
Mulk later conquered Multan from Shah Nawaz j^han who had been appointed 
SubakdUr in 1749, see pp. 416, 417. 

2 About February, 175°, see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., p. 419. 

3 Elliot’s History, VIII, pp. 11 5 , i6fi, Siyar-uUMuta'akhkhirin, text 
(Lucknow, 1897) Ill, p. 875, translation. III, p. 289, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
op. cit., p. 419- 

4 The lands were said to be given for the expenses of the Kabul garri¬ 
son. 

5 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 427-434- Kura Mai was killed 
in action while hastening to Muin-ul-Mtilk’s assistance. 

6 Siyar, text III, p. 895, translation, III, p. 341, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
op. cit., pp. 336,337. 
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son 1 who was only two years of age. On account of his tender years 
his mother took charge of the affairs. This disgusted the assist¬ 
ants. Meanwhile the son died 2 3 and the government reverted to the 
Begam, i.e., his mother. After some time Khwaia ‘Abdullah Khan'*, 
son of ‘Abdul Samad imprisoned the Regain and asked the Shah for 
the Na’Ibship. On account of the disputes about the salaries (tan- 
khwahs) his soldiers left him, and the Begam was able to resume, 
control. After that one Mirza Jan a Jama'efdr imprisoned the Begam, 
but afterwards an agreement was made. Afterwards ‘Imad-ul-Mulk 4 5 6 
made a raid on Lahore and imprisoned the Begam as has been des¬ 
cribed in detail in the biography of ‘Imad-ul-Mulk 1 . Another son of 
I‘timad-ud-Daulah is Intizam-ud-Daulah 1 ' Khan-Khanan, who in the 
time of Ahmad Shah became Vazlr in place of Safdar Jang. In 1173 
A.H. (1759 A.D.) he was killed by a companion. One of his sons 
is Fakhr-ud-Daulah who came to the Deccan one year before this 
work was composed, and obtained an office under Nizam-ud-Daulah 
Asaf Jab, He had been fabourable to the writer of these pages. 
There were also other descendants. 


1 Muhammad Amin J£haii, sec Sir Jaduuath Sarkar, op. til., p. 438. 

2 He died early in May, 1754 - 5CC Sir Jadutiatll Sarkar, Fall of the 

Mughal Empire, II, p. 53. 

3 Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cil., pp. 54-58. 

4 F.lliot’s Hhtory, VIII, p. 240, Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 59- 

64 . 

5 Maathir-ul-Umard, Text, II, p. 847-856, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion, I, pp, 674-678. 

6 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, I, p. 445 . II. 

pp. 40-42. He was murdered by the soldiery of ‘lmad-ul-Mulk in November, 
1759, vide Sarkar, op. cil., II, p. 214, Also sec Cambridge History of 

India , Chapter XV, pp. 428-448 for a general survey of the period. 
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QARA BAHADUR KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 48-50). 

He was a cousin of Mirzil Haidar Gurgan 1 , who was a decendant of 
the kings of Kashghar. Mlrza Haidar’s father was Muhammad Husain, 
son of a maternal aunt of Emperor Babur. He came from Kashghar via 
Badkhshan to Lahore. When Mlrza Kamran went to recover Qandahar, 
which the Shah of Iran had conquered from Khwaja Kalan Beg, he left 
Mlrza Haidar as his deputy at Lahore 2 . Later, when Mlrza Kamran 
went to Agra, Mlrza Haidar also went there and took up service 
under Emperor Humayun 3 . After the second battle 4 with Sh 5 !r Khan 
Sur in which the imperial armies were defeated, and Emperor Huma¬ 
yun was obliged to go to Lahore, Mlrza Haidar with a few men was 
sent to Kashmir. This was because Mlrza Haidar during the reign of 
Sultan Abu Sa'Id Kashghar! had accompanied his son to Kashmir, 
and as a result knew the country and the people of the area, He had 
also been receiving letters repeatedly inviting him to the country. He 
showed these to the Emperor and tried to persuade him to go there 5 6 . 
He was sent from Lahore to Kashmir with a small force. As owing 
to the absence of an established ruler anarchy prevailed in the country, 
the Mlrza obtained possession of Kashmir without a battle. He firm¬ 
ly ruled the country for ten years, and finaly had the Kbutba recited 
and the money coined in the name of Emperor Humayun 0 . The 

1 For a short account of his life sec Beale, Oriental Biographical Dic¬ 
tionary (1894 edn.), p. 149. The account of Mirza Haidar which forms the 
major part of the biography is based on Akbarnama, I. 

1 Akbarnama , Text, I, pp. 135.136, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 308, 

3 ° 9 - 

3 Op. cit.. Text, I, p. 162, translation. I, p. 347. 

4 Battle of Qanauj, 17th May, 1540. see Bancrji, Humayun Badshah , 
I, pp. 243-249. 

5 Akbarndma, Text I, pp. 170,171, translation, I, pp. 359,360, 

6 Op. cit., Text, I, pp. 196-199, translation, I, pp. 402-406. On p. 405, 
however, it is stated that he first "read the kbutba and struck the coin in the 
name of Nazuk Shah", but after Kabul was captured by Humayun the Kbutba 
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Kashmiris, who have a seditious and intriguing nature, however, in 
958 A.H. (1551 A.D.) made a night assault and murdered the Mlrzii. 
He was the author of Tarikh-i-Rashldi 1 . The name of the author is 
given as ‘Abdul Rashid son of Abu Sa‘Id Khan. He also was a poet, 
and the following quatrain is his : 

Quatrain 

A love must be a bondsman of care, 

He must labour, and suffer the results of tyranny. 

Either he must leave the road to his beloved’s dwelling, 

Or he should not mind the dogs there. 

The name of Qara Bahadur Khan’s father was Muza Mahmud. 
In view of the fact that the said Khan had been in Kashmir with 
Mlrzii Haidar, and knew the area intimately, Emperor Akbar, in the 
5th year of his reign, sent him with a large force to conquer Kashmir 2 . 
As there was a great delay in the start of the expedition, he reached 
Riijaurl in the middle of the hot weather. Meanwhile GhazI Khan, 
the ruler of the country, had strongly fortified the passes. A battle 
took place near Rajaurl, in which Qara Bahadur Khan after a few days’ 
fight was defeated, and had to turn back 3 . In the 9th year, after the 
Emperor’s return to the Capital from Mandii in the province of 
Malwn, Qara Bahadur Khan was appointed Governor of Mandu 4 . 
He died a natural death on his appointed time. His rank was 700. 

was read in Humayun’s name, He also sent an envoy to Hutnayun inviting 
him to Kashmir, see Erskinc, History of India, II, pp. 366,367. See also 
Tabaqat-i-Akbari, De & Prashad’s translation, III, pt. 2, pp. 707-718. Mlrzii 
Haidar was killed while he was approaching the quarters of Khwaia liaji to 
release Qara Bahadur, Akbarnama, translation. I, p. 406. 

1 See the excellent edition hy Elias, N. & Ross, F.. D. (London, 1895). 

2 Akbarnama, Text, 11 , p. 128, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 197. As 
Beveridge points out in a note, Abfd Fadl has wrongly described him as a 
brother of Mirz.i Haidar. I Ic was really a cousin. 

3 The expedition to Kashmir is described in Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 
128-130, translation, II, pp. 197-199. 

4 Op. cit., Text, II, p. 232, translation, II, p. 352. 
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Qasim and Saiyid Hashim 

(SAIYID) QASIM 1 AND SAIYID HASHIM 
(Vol. II, pp. 409, 410). 

They were the sons of Saiyid Mahmud Khan Barah. The first, 
in the 17th year of Akbar’s reign, was deputed with Khan ‘Alam 2 in 
pursuit of Muhammad Husain Mirza 3 , who after his defeat by Khan 
A‘zam Koka had fled to the Deccan. The seoond, in the 21st year, 
was sent with Ral Ral Singh for the chastisement of Sultan Deorah 4 , 
ruler of Sirohl, who had become rebellious. He became famous for his 
good service in the conquest of Sirohl. In the 22nd year 5 6 , both the 
brothers were deputed with Shahbaz Khan to extirpate the Rana. 
In the 25th year, when the misdeeds of Chandar Sen, son of Maldev 
were reported, Saiyid Qasirn and Saiyid Hashim—who were fief- 
holders in the province of Ajmer—were appointed along with others 
to punish that miscreant. After a fight they before long drove him 
into vagabondage 0 . In the 28th year, they were appointed with 

1 See Blochmann, A’in, I (2nd edn.), p. 461. The genealogy is given on 

p. 427. 

2 For his life see Blochmann, op. cit., pp. 410,411. He must have been 
deputed after the battle of Sarnal in 980 A.FI. (157 2 A.D.), but this is not 
mentioned in Akbarnama. 

3 For his genealogy see Blochmann, op. cit., p, 5 I 3 > and Muntakbab-ut- 
Tawarikh, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 87, note 1. 

4 J 9 * 7 " d * n Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 196, 9 .>0 in the text of 

Maathir. Sec also Blochmann, op. cit., p. 385, note 1. Curiously Abiil 
FadI has inadvertently called the ruler Sultan and Ral in the same paragraph; 
the latter in view of his being a Rajput is more appropriate. Sirohl is the capital 
of the Sirohi State in Rajputana, Imperial Gazetteer, XXIII, pp. 28-37. The 
account above is taken from Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 196,197, Beveridge’s 
translation, p. 269. 

5 This is apparently incorrect. In the 21st year both brothers were 
appointed in 984 A.H. (1576 A.D.) under Kanwar Man Singh for the over¬ 
throw of the Rana, Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 166, Beveridge’s translation, III, 
pp. 236,237, Later in the same year they served with Shahbaz Khan in the 
reduction of the fort of Siwana in Jodhpur State, op. cit., p. 237, 

6 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 318,319, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 466’ 
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Mirza Khan Khan Khanan for chastising Muzaffar Gujarati, who had 
stirred up strife. Later, after Mirza Khan reached the environs of 
Ahmadabad, both the brothers on the day of the battle were in the 
vanguard. A severe battle took place. Saiyid Hashim bravely 
sacrificed his life 1 2 . He held the rank of 1,000. Saiyid Qasim 
received some wounds, and so Mirza Khan left him with others to 
guard the city. Lacer he and other Barah Saiyids were appointed to 
defend Pattan. When Mirza Khan left Quit) Khan in charge of the 
defence of Ahmadabad, and himself left for the Court, Saiyid Qasim 
was appointed Commander of the forces in the province. He repeatedly 
fought successfully against Muzaffar, against Jam, the Zamlndar of 
Little Cutch, and against Khangar, the Zamlnelar of Great Cutch. 
When the charge of Gujarat was transferred from Khan Khanan to 
Khan A‘zam Ktika, he was in the vanguard in the battle which took 
place between Khan A‘zam and Sultan Muzaffar in the 37th year*. 
Later he went to the Deccan campaign with Prince Sultan Murad, and 
in the battle with the Deccanls had charge of the left wing, and 
proved his bravery by his valiant deeds. In the 44th year, correspon¬ 
ding to 1007 A.H. (1 598-99 A.D) he died 3 of dyspepsia ( imtila ). 
He had risen to the rank of 1,5,00. His sons and grandsons got 
promotions. Notices of some of them have been included. 

QASIM ‘ALT KHAN 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 59-61). 

In the 10th year 3 when Emperor Akbar made a rapid march 
against ‘All Quit Khan Khan Zaman, Qasim ‘All Khan was deputed 

1 Akbarnuma, Text, III, p. 425, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. <>34; also 
Muntakkab-Hl-Tawankh, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 342. 

•2 Op. at., Text, III, pp. 593-595. Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 902-906, 

2 Op. cit.. Text, Ill, p. 757. Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1133- 

4 Blochmann, A'hi, I (2nd edn.), p. 518. 

5 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 265, Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 394,395, 
For ‘AH Qnli bdi'ui sec Blochmann, op. cit., pp. 335-337. 
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to proceed against Ghazlpnr. In the 17th year’, when the Emperor, 
after the conquest of Gujarat, turned his attention to the fort of Surat, 
and the besieged on being hard pressed asked for quarter, the Emperor 
sent the said Khan, who was distinguished above his peers, to them. 
In the 18th year 1 2 3 , he was sent with Khan ‘Alam and others to assist 
Mun‘im Khan Khan Khanan in the conquest of Patna. Later, he 
returned to the Court, and in the same year was deputed to escort" 
Shuja'at Khan Muhammad Muqltn, who forgetting the Court eti¬ 
quette, had passed improper remarks against Mtin'im Khan in his 
absence to Khan Khanan. In the following year, when the Emperor’s 
camp was at Allahabad, he returned to the Court 4 , and did homage. 
In the 22nd year 5 6 , he was sent with Sadiq Khan to chastise Madhukar 
Bundcla, and in the 25th year, was deputed with Khan ‘Azam Koka 
to the eastern provinces. In the 26th year 0 , he was sent to console 
those connected with HajI Beg am, the daughter of Emperor Huma- 
ytin’s maternal uncle, who greatly loved the Emperor, and for whom 
the Emperor also had since his childhood great affection and regard. 
Since her return from Hijaz she had taken up her residence at Huma- 
yun’s tomb, and had died about this time. 

In the 31st year, when the Emperor appointed two Amirs to the 
charge of each province, the province of Otidh was assigned to Qasim 
‘Alt Khan along with Fath Khan 7 . In the 35th year, he was greatly 
favoured when he came from Khairabad to the Court. At the end 
of the same year he was permitted to go to Kalpi which was in his 
fief. When and where lie died is not known. 


1 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 28,29. Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 40. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, III, p. 40, translation. III, p. 57. 

3 Op. cit., Text, III, pp. 63,64, translation, III, p. 89. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, Ill, p. 88, translation, III, p. 124. 

5 Op. cit.. Text, III, p. 210, translation, III, p. 295. Madhukar, the chief 

of Orcha, was the father of Blr Singh the murderer of Abiil Fad!. 

6 Op. cit., Text, III, pp, 376,377, translation, III, pp. 551,452. 

7 Op. cit.. Text, III, p. 511, translation, III, p. 779. 
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QASIM KHAN 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 78-82). 

He was the son of Mir Murad Juwainl'. In earlier times Juwain 
was included in the territory of Baihaq of which Sabazawar was 
the chief town. It was now a separate tract and was distinguished 
for its groves and streams. Many good men have come from this 
place, for example Shaikh Sa‘ad-ud-Din Hamvl, ‘Imam-ul-Harmain 
Abul Ma'ali, and Khwaja Shains-ud-Dln Sahib Divan. Mir Murad 
also was a famous Saiyid of this place. He was for a long time 
in the Deccan, and became known as the Deccan!. He was distin¬ 
guished for his courage and bravery, and was regarded as a past master 
m archery. Emperor Akbar appointed him to train Prince Khurram. 
In the 46th year of the reign of Akbar he died as Bakhsht of Lahore. 

Qasim Khan was an accomplished poet, and his verses were highly 
polished. Earlier on he was the treasurer of the province of Bengal 
during the governorship of Islam Mian ChishtI Faruql. Islam Khan 
gave all possible attention to his and his brother Hashim Khan’s train¬ 
ing. As a result of the patronage of this great officer he became very 
influential. Later, when Manlja Bcgam, the sister of Nur Jahan was 
married to him, he was promoted to the high rank of an Amir, and 
received a drum and a flag. The Court wits used to style him as 
Qasim Khan Mariija. He was also intimately connected with Emperor 
Jahangir. One day the Emperor asked for fresh water. As the earth¬ 
en cup was so very fragile, it could not stand the weight of the water 
and broke. The Emperor looked towards Qasim Khan and said: — 

Hemistich 

The cup was delicate, the water could not repose. 

Qasim Khan immediately spoke out rhr i-- ,f r * 
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In the end of the reign of that Emperor he was the Governor of 
the province of Agra, and also had charge of the fort and the treasures. 
When Emperor Jahangir died, and Shah Jahan proceeded to the Capi¬ 
tal from Junair in the Deccan for his enthronement, he encamped in 
Dahrah Garden, which from its association with Niir-ud-Din Muham¬ 
mad Jahangir had received the name of Nur Manzil. Qasim Khan 
paid his respects there and was graciously received. In the 1st year, 
he was promoted to the rank of 5,000 with 5,000 horse, and appoint¬ 
ed Governor of the province of Bengal in succession to Didal Khan 1 . 
Shah Jahan during his visit to the province, before his accession, and 
become aware of the audacity of the Portuguese in the port of Hooghly. 
They used to take leases of parganas in that area, and by tyranny and 
severity converted their inhabitants into Christians and sent them over 
to Europe. They had been carrying out this reprehensible practice 
outside their leased areas. The port was a recent formation. An 
estuary (khaur) had separated 2 itself from the sea, and had extended 
some twenty kos in the direction of Rajmahal. The river Ganges 
after passing opposite Rajmahal joins that estuary. From the place 
of junction ac a distance of about a a quarter of a kos to the right, 
the port of Satgaon is situated on a branch. In the days of the 
former rulers of Bengal a number of European traders, who were 

1 BadshabnSma, I, pt. i, pp. 125,126. On p. 125 it is also recorded that 
before his appointment to Bengal he was the Governor of Agra. For Fidai Khan 
see Maatbtr-ul-Umara , Text, III, pp. 12-18, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 559 - 
563. In the account, however, it is not mentioned that he was removed from 
Bengal on the accession of Shah Jahan. 

2 The account of the expedition against the Portuguese in Hooghly is 
adapted from Badsbahnama, 1 , pt. i, pp. 433-439. Also see Stewart, History 

n — 1 Tan-iat, where it is stated that Shah Jahan was annoyed with 
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inhabitants of Sarandlp (Ceylon), came and settled at a distance of one 
kos from Satgaon. On the pretext that they wanted places for buying 
and selling, they made for themselves a few dwellings in the Bengali 
fashion. In course of time, owing to the insouciance of the Governors 
of the province, many Europeans collected there, and it became a richly 
populated place. On one side there was the sea (estuary), and on 
the other three sides they dug up moats. They excavated tanks (for 
drinking water), and fortifying the place with guns and muskets gave 
it the name ol the port of Hooghly. European ships began to come 
there regularly, and the port of Satgaon was deserted. Accordingly, 
at the time of his departure Qasim Khan was given a hint that the 
Emperor had long purposed to destroy the heretical temples of the 
Nazareens in this port. As soon as he had disposed of the necessary 
business of government in the province, he should address himself to 
the task of extirpating the evil sect. Qasim IChan, in the 4th year, 
sent his son ‘Inayat Ullah with Allah Yar Khan—who was the real 
leader—with number of Mansabdars in rhac direction. Lest the 
Europeans becoming wise to their movement should take to boats and 
so escape, it was given out that the expedition was proceeding against 
Hijli. A force was also sent with a fleet to bar their passage. The 
army, which was sent, went by forced marches and besieged 
Hooghly. The sic^c lasted for nearly a l A month* Th» - 
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of a diwan and other compositions. He was of a liberal disposition, 
and a friend of poets. These two couplets of his arc well known. 

Verses 

After this the heart starts flowing in place of tears, 

When water in a spring dries up, mud begins to flow, 

Your love came to steal my heart, but not finding it in the 

chest 

Like a thief came out abashed from the dwelling of a destitute. 
The Jama'mosque 1 , of Agra in the bazar of Atga Khan was built 
by him. 


QASIM KHAN II 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 95-99). 

Muhammad Qasim, grandson of Qasim Khan 2 Mir Bahr, was 
known as Mir Atish (commander of the artillery), while the grand¬ 
father was generally called Mir Ab (Commander of the Navy). His 
father Hashim Khiiti was the governor of Kashmir 3 during the reign of 
limperor Jahangir. Muhammad Qasim, because of his being a house- 
born one, became known to Shah Jah.ln, and in the 18th year, was 
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was, at the recommendation of Sa'ad Ullah Khan, sent to Andkhud 
with Rustam Kh an Flruz Jang. As a reward for his valuable services 
he was granted the title of Mu'tamad 1 Khan. After his return to 
the Court through his good fortune he was, in the 21 st year, promoted 
to the rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse, and appointed Master of the 
Horse* (akhtah-begi). In the 22nd year, his rank was raised to 
3,000 as a result of an increase of 500, and he was granted the title of 
Qasim Khan 1 * , and in attendance on Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb he 
was deputed with a powerful force of artillery for besieging Qandahar. 
In the 25th year, he was granted an increase in the number of troopers 
and a drum. In the 28th year, he was granted an increase of 500 
and his rank became 4,000 foot with 2,300 horse 4 . In the 29th 
year, he was appointed with a force of 4,000 brave troopers for the 
capture of the fort of Santur 5 , which the ruler of Srinagar had recently 
repaired, and where he had collected a number of rebels; he was also 
devastating the surrounding territory. He reached there very quickly, 
and while he was besieging the place, the garrison, losing heart, in 
despair set fire to the buildings, and retired. Qasim Khan razed the 
fort, and returned. 

When in the last years of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign all the 
power became concentrated in the hands of Data Shikoh, his brothers 
rebelled. Murad Bakhsh in great haste declared himself independent 
and mounted the throne in Gujarat. Emperor Shah Jahan, at the 
recommendation of Dara Shikoh, in the beginning of the 32nd year, 
1068 A.FI. (1658 A. D.) raised Qasim Khan to rank of 5,000 with 
5,000 two-horse, three-horse troopers, granted him one lac rupees in 
cash, and appointed him Governor of Ahinadabad Gujarat 4 . He was 
sent off with Maharaja Jaswant (Singh), who had been appointed 
Governor of Malwa about the same time. It was arranged that the two 


di rnuk oaurjy 111 , 


i Bjcishabntima, p. 612. 

3 Of. lit., p. 6 1). Till- increase of 500, as given in the above account, is 
incorrect. In 'Amill Salih it is stated that he was promoted to the rank of 3,000 

with 2.000 horse. 

4 Op. at., p. 201. 


5 Op. cit., p. 2 16, 


£> Op. cit., p, 285. 
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leaders should cake up their quarters at Ujjain and endeavour to deter 
Murad Bakhsh from his purpose, and advise him. If unfortunately he 
persisted in offering silly excuses, and did not withdraw from Gujarat 
in deference to the royal orders, and refused to accept the fief of 
Berar, the Khan and the Maharaja were to start against him without 
delay or hesitation, and do their utmost to dislodge him and to liberate 
that province. Should exigency make it necessary, he was to attach 
himself to the Maharaja in any expedition that might have to be 
undertaken. After arriving at the arranged destination, and on receiv¬ 
ing the news of the departure of Murad Bakhsh from Gujarat for 
Malwa Qasim Khan and the Maharaja proceeded to oppose him by 
the route of Bans Barlah (Banswiira). When they reached within 
three kos of Kachrud 1 , the Prince retreated to a distance of eighteen 
kos, and at some seven kos from Ujjain joined his elder brother 
Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur, who was heading for the Court from 
the Deccan. When the Maharaja heard this news, and as he was 
quite unaware of the arrival of Muhammad Aurangzlb, he became 
perturbed, but in his helplessness resolved to draw up his forces. 
Qasim Khan with 10,000 horse took the vanguard, and when the 
battle started, a body of gallant Rajputs galloped forward, and passing 
AurangzTb’s artillery fell on his van. On the other side, the centre 
joined with the van, and with the reserve and altamasb launched an 
attack, A great fight resulted, and many leading imperial officers 
were slain. Raja Jaswant took upon himself the disgrace of flight, 
and retired towards his home territory. Qasim Khan and other 
soldiers thought themselves lucky to save their lives and fled 2 . In 
the first battle 3 of Data Shilcoh, the Khan was in his left wing. 

1 See Jarrett’s translation of Ain, II, p. 198. This place is in the Sarkar 
Ujjain. Bans Barlah also mentioned in 'Alamgirnuma, p. 56, is Banswiira, see 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, I, p. 310. 

2 Battle of Dharmar, 26th April. 1658, see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, of. cit 
pp. 348-369. 

3 Battle of Samugarh, 9th June, 16^8, see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, of. cit., 
pp. 376-405. 
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When Aurangzlb was victorious, and Nur Manzil became his 
camping ground, Qasim Khan humbly presented himself for employ¬ 
ment, and through his good fortune received the fiefs of Sambhal and 
Muradabad—which were very feriilc areas and the home of recalci¬ 
trants, and formerly belonged to Rustam Khan who was killed in the 
course of the battle 1 2 . He moved in that direction. At this time 
Sulaiman Shikoh had sought refuge in the hill country of Srinagar. 
The Khan was ordered to be on the alert, and should Sulaiman Shikok 
attempt to come, to pursue him with the army commanders of the 
area and seize him. In the 3rd year he was appointed to deal with 
the affairs in Mathura 3 . While he was proceeding to perform this 
duty in 1071 A.H. (166061 A.D.) one of his brothers whose brain 
was deranged and who apparently had a grudge against him out of 
personal spite and carried away by his temporary loss of control, 
killed him with a dagger 3 . This miscreant was executed by the 
Emperor's orders. 


(MAHDI) QASIM KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 199-202). 

At first he was in the service of Mlrza ‘Askari 4 , the third son of 
Babur. He was an officer commanding trust and influence, and fur¬ 
ther had fosterage relations with him (Mirzil ‘Askarl). His brother 
Ghadanfar Koka was with Mlrza ‘Askarl when Humayun after the 
conquest of Gujarat made over Ahmadabad to ‘Askarl, and himself 
turned his steps to Mandfi. One day the Mlrza tinder the influence 
of liquor in a wine parry said, “We arc kings and the shadows of 

1 ‘Alamgirnama, pp. 126, 127. 

2 Op. cii., p. 564. 

3 Op, cii., p. 573. 

4 Mirza ‘Askari, the third son of Babur, was 14 years younger than Humn- 
yun. He was appointed Viceroy of Gujarat with his headquarters at Ahmada¬ 
bad in 1535; see Bancrji, Humayun Badshah, p. i 54 - 
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God”. Ghadanfar whispered', “You are drunk and not in your 
senses.” The company smiled and the Mlrza became angry and 
imprisoned Ghadanfar. When he was released, he went away to 
Sultan Bahadur, the ruler of Gujarat who had escaped to the port 
of Dip (Din) 1 2 and told him that he knew that the Mughnls were 
determined upon flight. He urged him to go to Ahmadabad, and 
Sultan Bahadur, after collecting a force did so, and again took posses¬ 
sion of that country. 

Afterwards when Mahdl Qasim Khali entered the service of 
Humayun, he did good work, and in Akbar’s time he attained the 
rank of 4,000. In the 10th year Asaf Khan ‘Abdul Majid 3 , who 
had been sent to pursue Khan Zaman, became doubtful of his own 
safety; and giving up the path of service became a renegade and took 
up that of disloyalty. He fled to the country of Garb Katanka 4 , of 
which he was the Governor. Akbar in the beginning of the 11 th 
year, 973 (1565-66 A.D.) after returning from JaunpOr to Agra 
appointed Mahdl Qasim Khan to the government of that province 5 , 
and ordered that after arranging the affairs of the area he should arrest 
Asaf Khan who had committed so very serious an offence. Mahdl 
Qasim Khan sturdily girded up the loins of resolution; and started 
humbly to render efficient service along the proper lines of allegiance. 
Asaf Khan before the arrival of the royal army left the country full 

1 This story is taken from Tabaqat-i-Akbari (see De’s Text, II, p. 38, and 

translation, II, j». 58, note 2). The difference of the translation in tlliot, V, 
p. 197, Blothmann. A in, II (2nd cdn.), p. 372, and De, is to be explained by 
die different readings of the word as (nesti) and (mash). 

2 Apparently the island of Din which is one of the Portugese possessions 
m Western India, see Imperial Gazetteer, II, p. 377. 

3 l-’or an account of Asaf Khan 'Abdul Majid see Blochmann’s translation 
of A'in, I, (2nd cdn.), pp, 395-398. 

4 Garh Katanka is another name for the Gondwana tract in the Central 
Provinces and Central India, see Imperial Gazetteer, XII, pp. 321-336. 
Blochmana, op. at. p. 372 identified it as Jubbulpore. 

5 See Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 271, 272, Beveridge’s translation, II, pp. 
404, 405. 
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oE sorrow and regrets. Mahdi Qasim Khan arriving there engaged 
hotly in pursuit of Asaf Khan, but when the latter out of his misfor¬ 
tune joined Khan Zaman, Mahdi Qasim Khan pulled his reins and 
turning back began to attend to the duties of the government. The 
country fell into his hands without exertion and trouble, but as it was 
extensive and its affairs in a highly disordered state, he could not 
manage it properly. He was greatly annoyed and upset, and in the 
middle of the same year he was overcome by depression 1 , and without 
obtaining royal permission, he left for the Hijaz by way of the 
Deccan. From there he travelled via ‘Iraq to Qandahar. In the end 
of the 13th year and during the days of the siege of Ranthambhor 2 he 
presented himself penitent and regretful at the imperial threshold. 
He presented 'Iraq horses and other gifts. As lie was an old servant, 
Akbar received him kindly and graciously and restored him to his 
former rank, and granted lum the fief of Lucknow. His subsequent 
history is not known 3 4 . 

QASIM KHAN KARMANI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 123-126). 

I Ie was an Iranian. Through good luck he was enlisted in the 
service of Aurangzlb. As he was not wanting in courage and zeal, 
he soon gained promotion and became a favourite of the Emperor. In 
the 30th year, after the conquest of Bljapur he succeeded 1 Kamgar 

1 See Akb,irn 3 ma, Text, 1 !, p. 272, Beveridge's translation, II, p. 306. 

2 In 1569 A.D., see Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 334-336, Beveridge’s tran¬ 
slation, II, pp. 489-492. The above account of Mahdi Qasim Khan's return is 
apparently adapted from Akbarnama. 

3 He was the uncle and father-in-law of Husain Khan Tukriya ( Maathtr- 
ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 551-554. Beveridge and Prashad’s translation, I, pp. 644, 
645). Badayuni (Lowe’s translation, II, pp. 128, 129) states that he was very 
indignant with Mahdi Qasim Mian on the latter getting Lucknow as his fief 
which had previously been his j 3 gir, and abandoned his wife and married a 
daughter of his uncle Qljadanfar Beg. 

4 Maathlr-i-'Alamgiri, p. 281, 

64 
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Khan as the 1 st Mir Tttztik (Master of Ceremonies). In the same 
year he was deputed to BSswa Pattan 1 * for the chastisement of the 
rebellious elements. Later he was appointed Faujddr of Sira, which 
was an extensive tract, and was known as the Bijapurl Karnatik. 
There he distinguished himself by his energy and fearlessness in put¬ 
ting down rebellious elements, and became a terror for them, so much 
so that the chiefs of Chitaldroog and Raldroog, who were well known 
for their impudence and turbulence, at the hands of Qasim Khan put 
straws into their mouths (as a sign of subjection). The said Khan did 
not relax his vigilcncc at all, and was a very efficient watchman for 
the entire area. In the 39th year, 1107 A.H. (1695-96 A.D.) he 
had reached near Adoni, when he received royal orders 2 that he 
should march with Khanazad Khan and other imperial officers who had 
arrived in that area for chastising Santa Maratha, who had been deva¬ 
stating the royal territories, and had defeated whatever royal army was 
sent against him. The Khan joined the royal armies about six kos 
distant from the route along which the enemy was to pass. He 
wished to entertain the Amirs to a suitable feast. As the Karnatik 
touring equipment had not come into fashion, and he had left all gold, 
silver and porcelain utensils at Adorn, he had them brought over from 
there, and next day sent over his advance Camp to a place three kos 
distant. The enemy becoming aware of this divided their force into 
three bands, and sent one against the advance camp. The second 
faced the camp (of Qasim Khan), while the third was held in readi¬ 
ness. One band fell on the advance camp unawares, and wounded 
and slew many, and carried away whatever was in the camp. This 
was reported to Qasim Khan immediately. Without rousing Khana. 

1 Ma 3 thir-i-'Alamgirt, p. 283. Pntt.in is perhaps the town in Satiira district 
in Sarkar Khcrlah, sec Jarrctt, A’in, II, p. 233. 

2 The account of the expedition is adapted from Alaathir-i-'Alamgiri , pp. 
375-378, For further details sec Kincaid & Parasnis, History of the Maratha 
People, p. 166. Santa is Santaji Ghorparc and the fortress is not Dandcri but 
Dudhcri, 25 miles north of Chittaldrog, see Elliot’s History, III, p. 355 note, and 
Cambridge Hist . India, IV, pp. 291-295. 
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7 ~id Khan from his slumber Qasim Khan hurried to meet the enemy. 
He had not advanced even a kos when the enemy appeared. Mean¬ 
while Khanazad Khan woke up, and on hearing the news he hastened 
(to join Qasim Khan) leaving all his baggage behind. A great battle 1 
took place, and great deeds of bravery were performed. Neither side 
gave way. While the battle was at its height, news was received that 
the band which the enemy had held aside in readiness had attacked 
the camp and plundered it. The royal forces lost heart, and fighting 
their way reached the small fortress of Dooderl or DudhCtI (DandPrI 
in text) and encamped there on the bank of a tank. The enemy 
surrounded them, but though his forces appeared every day, they did 
not attack for three days. Except the water of the tank the troops 
had nothing to cat or drink. On the fourth day the enemy attacked 
in large numbers, like ants and locusts, and bullets were fired like an 
incessant rain. The ammunition of the royal force had been plun¬ 
dered. After fighting for some hours, when the royal forces saw that 
they were shut in from all sides they in spite of opposition of the 
garrison forced their way into the fortress. The enemy besieged them 
and waited. On the first day they got barley and millet bread from 
the stores of the fortress, while the horses were given new and old 
thatching straw. On the second day nothing was left. As the 
Khan was addicted to opium, and his life depended on it, the craving 
for opium killed him. On the third day he died, and so saved his 
life from the enemy. Some 2 say that he poisoned himself. 


i 


i 


Near Chitaldroog. 

Kti afi Kkan, II, p. 432, anti Elliot’s History , VII, p. 357. 
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QASIM KHAN MIR AB 0 L QASIM NAMAKIN 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 74-78). 

He was one of the Husain! Saiyids of Herat. At first he was in 
the service of Mlrza Muhammad Hakim 2 3 , but later through his good 
luck he was enlisted among the servants of Emperor Akbar. As he 
held jagtrs in BliSra and Khushab' 1 , and was in the vicinity of the 
Salt-range, he sent plates and cups of salt (rock salt) as an offering 
(to the Emperor), so he got the nickname of Namakln. The salt- 
range is a mountain twenty kos long in the Panjab siiba in the Duiib 
of Sind-Sagar which lies between the Bait (Jhelum) and Sindh rivers. 
They cut out large pieces of salt from the mountain side, and bring 
these to one side. Of the price the miners get three-fourths and the 
porters one fourth. The merchants buy the salt at one and a half to 
two dams per maund, and export it to distant lands. One rupee for 
every seventeen maunds is paid as excise to the royal exchequer. 
Craftsmen make plates, dishcovers and various other utensils out of 
rock salt 1 . The Mir had a position of intimacy in the Court of 
Akbar. In the battle of Da’ud Khan Kararan! a golden chain of an 
elephant was found in his house. As a result he was degraded from 
his rank 4 5 . 

1 Blochmann in A’in, I (anil «!».), pp. 525-527 has given an almost com¬ 
plete translation of this notice, and added notes on various persons and events. 
His genealogical tree of Qasim Khan is particularly valuable. His nickname 
is generally given as Tamakin in Persian Mss. 

2 Sec Blochmann, of. cit., p. 325. He was Akbar’s brother. 

3 In Shahpiir district in the Panjab, Imperial Gazetteer. XXII, pp. 211- 
221. 

4 For an account of the salt mines see Imperial Gazetteer, III, pp. 15(7, 
160. Also Blochmann, op. cit., p. 525, note 1. 

5 It has not been possible to trace the source for this statement. In 
Muntakkab-ut-Tawarikh, II, Lowe's translation p. 196, it is stated that Abed 
Qasim was defeated by Junaid uncle’s son of Da’ud in the 19th year. It was 
apparently after this event that his rank was reduced. 
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In the 32nd year 1 2 , when the Afghans of Swat, Bajaur and Tirah 
came with their families to the Court, Emperor Akbar appointed the 
Mir as Krorl and Fanjddr of that area; he kept half of the leaders of 
that tribe under surveillance, and permitted the rest to leave with 
the Mir. Up to the 40th year he had reached the rank of 700, In 
the 43rd year, 1007 A. 11 . (1598-99 A.D.) he was appointed Governor 
of Bhakkar*. He built the great mosque in Sukkur. As he treated 
the people of the area harshly and improperly, he was, on receipt 
of a complaint from them, dismissed. It is stated that when he 
arrived at the Court, the oppressed lodged a complaint before Qadi 
‘Abdul Hayy the Qadi of the Camp. He summoned the Mir to his 
courr, but the latter did not appear. The Qadi represented to the 
Emperor that the Mir had disobeyed the orders of Shara‘ and also 
shown disrespect to royal authority. An order was issued that he 
should be tied to the feet of an elephant, and taken round. The 
Mir heard of it, and at the advice of Shaikh Ma'ruf, the Sadr of 
Bhakkar, who was present, won over all the complainants by paying 
them money, and sent them oil to Bhakkar the same day. Immediately 
he went to the Darbar, and represented that the Qadi had made a 
false report. Neither any man of Bhakkar was a complainant, nor 
had he been summoned to the court. When an explanation was 
called for from the Qadi, he in spite of all efforts was unable to 
produce any of the oppressed. From that day it was decreed that 
the Qadi should write down the descriptive rolls of the complainants 
and send them to the Emperor. Later, the Mir was granted an 
increase in his rank, received the title of Khan, and was made fief- 
holder of Gujariit. 

In the first year of Emperor Jahangir’s reign, Prince Khusrau. 
after his rebellion and subsequent defeat by Shaikh I arid Bukhari, W3S 


1 In the account of the 33rd year, Akbaniiima, III, Beveridge’s translation 
of Memoirs of Jahangir I, pp. 66, 67. This account differs in several respects 
from that in Maathir. 

2 Akbarnama, op. cit., p. 1117. 
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greatly perturbed regarding the direction to which he should escape. 
Some of the Afghans, who had been his fellow conspirators, suggested 
that after plundering and devastating the Duab area they should 
proceed towards the Capital. If they succeeded, all to the good, 
otherwise they could escape to the eastern districts which constituted a 
very extensive area. Hasan Beg BadakhshI, however, remonstrated 
that this expedition was dangerous and they should retire towards 
Kabul. As Khusrau had made over the reins of authority to him, 
he preferred the course suggested by him, and started in that direction. 
There orders had been issued to the fief-holders and Krdrls to be on 
the alert in the area under their charges, and to capture Khusrau 
wherever lie could be seen. Consequently great care was taken on all 
highways. Khusrau with Hasan Beg and a few other companions 
wished to cross the Chinab river. On reaching the Sodhara ferry at 
night they began to look for a boat, and found one without any 
boatmen. Suddenly another boat laden with firewood and grass 
arrived. Hasan Beg wished to drag its boatmen by force to the 
unoccupied boat. This resulted in noise and an uproar. The 
headman of Sodhara hearing about it went to the ferry, and stopped 
the boatmen from ferrying the passengers to the other side. When 
it was morning, Mir Abul Qasim Namakln with the Mansabdars, 
who were in the vicinity, rushed from Gujarat, and capturing Khusrau 
placed him under surveillance’. For this excellent service he was 
rewarded by promotion to the rank of 3,000, and was again appointed 
to Bhakkar. The Mir resolved to make Bhakkar his home, and a 
hillock overlooking the fort of Bhakkar and on the southern side towards 
the town of Rohri, and near the Panjab branch of the river called 
Kharmanrl, he built a mausoleum, to which he gave the name 
Saffa-i-Safa (the dome of purity). It is of unrivalled brigthness on 
moonlit nights, and there he was buried. 

1 For a detailed account of Khusrau’s flight and capture see Rogers & 
Beveridge’s translation of Memoirs of Jahiingir, 1 , pp. 66, 67. This account 
differs in several respects from that in Maathir. 
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Ic is stated that he had an extraordinary appetite. He would eat 
a thousand mangoes, a thousand sweet apples and two 1 (water) melons 
each weighing a maund. He had many children; twenty two 9 of 
these were males. Of them Mir Abul Baqa Amir Khan 2 has been 
separately described. Mlrza Kashmiri owing to his participation in 
Khusrau’s rebellion was, in accordance with the royal ordcis, deprived 
of his male organ. Mlrza Husani-ud-Din was marked for promotion, 
but died in his youth. Mlrza Zaid Ullah 3 4 5 6 * did not succeed in 
getcing a tnansub, and took up service with Khlin Jahan Lddl 1 . 


QASIM KHAN MIR BAHR 3 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 62-66). 

He was one of the distinguished men of the age for his rectitude, 
bravery and ability. He was the sister’s son of Dost Mlrza who was 
an old servant of the Tlmurid dynasty. When in the year 954 A.H. 
(1547 A.D.) Mlrza Kiimran was besieged in the fort of Kabul, and 
Emperor Humayun who was encamped on Koh ‘Aqabln to the east 
of the fort, was attacking it with artillery, Qasim Khan with his 
brother Khwajgl Muhammad Husain through good fortune threw 
themselves down from a bastion between the Iron Gate and the Qasim 
Barlas tower, and joined the Imperial forces 9 . From that day he was 
always an object of favour at the royal hands. After the accession of 
Emperor Akbar he was promoted to the rank of an /lmtr, and granted 

1 32 sons according to Jahangir’s Memoirs, o[>. cit., p. 31. 

2 Maathjr-nl-U mara, Text, I, pp. 172-174, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
105, 106. 

3 dJ'm in the text is apparently a printer’s error for 

4 There is no mention in this notice of Abfil Qasim having been the 
IjgirdJr of Jalalabad, from which post he was removed in the 2nd year of 
Jahangir's reign, see Memoirs, loc. cit., pp. 102, 103. 

5 Blochmann, A 'in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 412, 413. 

6 Akbarnamd, Text, I. p. 263, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 507, 508, 

Dost Mlrza is designated there as Pahlwan Dost Mir Barr. 
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the rank of 3,000. He built the Agra fort, which had no equal 
anywhere else, in the course of eight years at a cost of seven krors of 
tankas, winch were equal to 35 lacs of rupees. The fort was built 
in the 10th year of the reign, 972 A.H. (1564-65 A.D.) on the bank 
of the Jumna, to the east of the city on the sice of old fort which 
owing to its age and the effecc of the weather had greatly decayed. 
The breadth of the surrounding wall was three yards and its height 
from the foundation to the top sixty yards. The red stones (of which 
it was builc) were cut and were fitted so well that not a hair could be 
inserted between them. All the foundations went down to the water 
level. For added strength the stones were clamped together by iron 
rings 1 . In the 23rd year Qasim Khan was appointed Governor of 
Agra, and in the beginning of the Sha'ban of the 32nd year 2 , 995 
A.H. (July, 1587) he was deputed to conquer Kashmir. 

1 Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 246, 247, Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 372, 
373. Also sec Mnntakhab-ut-Tawdrikb , Text, II, p. 74, Lowe’s translation, II, 
pp. 74, 75, where the chronogram of the date of foundation conics to 374 A.H., 
and Tabaqat-i-Akbari, De’s Text, II, p. 179, and translation, II, pp. 293, 294. 
According to Badayuni the fort was completed in 5 years, while according to 
Tabaqat it took four years to complete it. The breadth of the wall in the text 
is 30 yards, which is apparently a mistake for 3 in Akbarnama, while Badayuni 
gives it as 12, and Tabaqat as 10. The cost in Tabaqat in 3 krors of tankas. 
Also sec Nut Bakhsh's interesting article entitled. “The Agra Fort and its 
Buildings” in Ann. Rap. Arch. Surv. hid. for 19113-04 (1906), pp. if) 4 ' I 93 - Oil 
p. 165, note 1, the author has made a mistake in suggesting that three yards 
of the MS. is apparently a mistake for thirty yards. I made enquiries from the 
Director General of Archaeology in this connection, and I am indebted to him 
for the following information;—“The width of the walls of the Agra Fort is 
not uniform throughout: it differs in various places. At the top, however, it 
ranges from 4°9" to id’ excluding the parapets, which in their turn measure 
from z s> 9 / ’ to 5° 2" in width. It is difficult to give the exact thickness of the 
foundations, but the width of the inner wall on the south at the level of the 
damdams has been found to measure i4°3” excluding the modern brick in¬ 
filling.” 

2 There is a certain amount of confusion in regard to the date and 
year of the expedition. According to the Akbarnama, III, translation, p. 752, 
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This is a country the conquest of which, owing to the difficulties 
of communications anti inaccessibility of the mountains, had not been 
attempted by the former rulers (of Delhi). Lofty mountains surround it 
on all sides, and though there are six or seven routes into it, only three 
of these are possible for the transport of large armies, but if on each 
of these a few old women were stationed to roll down stones, no one 
would be able to get across. Qasim Khan, as he was confident of his 
skill and courage, gladly accepted the task. Ya'qub Khan son of 
Yusuf Khan Chak, who at the time was the ruler of the country came 
forward with a large force to fight. He fortified the Kamzail pass 
and stationed himself there. As the people of the country were 
dissatisfied and discontented with his rule, several of them deserted 
him and joined Qasim Khan, while others raised a rebellion in 
Srinagar. Ya'cjub Khan was consequently forced to return to suppress 
this domestic disturbance, and Qasim Khan entered the country 
without any opposition. Ya'qub Khan finding himself unable to 
oppose him took to the mountains. Later, having collected a force he 
fought several times, but was unsuccessful and so was obliged to 
submit, and enlist himself among the royal servants. As the nature 
of all the inhabitants of that country is prone to commotion and 
intrigue, there was not a day when there was not some intrigue, and 
not a month passed without an outbreak of disturbances. 

Qasim Khan became tired of repeated encounters and resigned 
his appointment as the Governor of the country 1 . In the 34th year, 

Qasim f£han was sent with other officers in 994 A.H. (28th June, 1586, accor¬ 
ding to Beveridge). Mantakhab-ut-Tawanhh, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 364, 
also has it in che beginning of Sha'ban, 994 A.H. (middle of July, 1586), but 
according to the Tabaqat, Dc’s translation, II, p. 61 6 et sequel it would be 
Sha'ban, 995 A.H. For details of the expedition see Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 
502 - 5 ° 6 , and Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 762-771. Kamzail pass of the text 
is Kapartal in Akbarnama and Katrail in Muntakbab-at-Tawar'ikh. Beveridge 
has added a critical note (note 3, p. 764 et seq.) and come to the conclusion 
that it was probably Darhal about 12 miles north-cast of Rajauri. 

1 Akbarn 3 ma, Text, III, p. 523, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 861. 

6 5 
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he was deputed to Kabul 1 , and for several years managed the affairs 
of that area. An Andjanl youth proclaimed himself in Badakhshan 
as a son of Shah Rukh Mlrzii. For a time he was successful. When 
the Shah of Turan defeated him, he made friends with the. Afghan 
Hazaras. When Qasim Khan had left for the Court, he came over 
with a few men to Afghanistan for creating a disturbance. He re¬ 
presented to the guards that he was proceeding to the Emperor’s 
Court. Hashim Beg son of Qasim Khan, who was in charge of the 
affairs of the Sitba as his father’s deputy, sent some people to act as 
guides and bring him there. After that scoundrel had passed Panj- 
sliir, he rapidly marched off to the Hazara country. Hashim Beg 
also came quickly, and after a short contest made him a prisoner and 
took him to Kabul. After Qasim Khan’s return, he in his simpli¬ 
city gave him a position near hnnself, and did not think it necessary 
to keep a strict watch over him. He also gave employments to his 
companions. Although his well-wishers warned him, but it was of 
no use. That miscreant conspired with 500 Badakhshis, and lay in 
wait to kill Qasim Khan. When the latter in accordance with royal 
orders was sending him to the Court, he at mid-day with some others 
sneaked into Qasim Khan’s bed-chamber. Except for some female 
servants no one was at hand, and Qasim Khan fighting bravely was 
killed, and his head cut off. When Hashim Beg heard this news, 
he proceeded to the citadel and forced an entrance. There was a 
fight with muskets and arrows, and many were killed. In the melee 
that sedition-monger also reached his doom (was killed). This 
happened in the 39th year 2 , 1002 A.El. (1593-94 A.D.). 


1 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 569, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 861. 

2 Tliis account of the pretender is taken from Ahbarntima, Text, III, pp. 
652, 653, Beveridge’s translation. III, pp, 1001-1003. 
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QASIM MUHAMMAD KHAN' of Nlshapur 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 50-52). 

He was one of the great men of Nlshapur. • As the Ozbegs 
became powerful in char tract he left his native country and became 
a companion ol Bairam Khan. In the battle" against Sikandar Khan 
Sur he rendered valuable services in the company of Bairam Khan. 
In the 1st year of Emperor Akbar’s reign in the battle against Hemu 
lie was deputed to the van 3 4 5 6 under ‘All Qull Khan Zairian, and dis¬ 
tinguished himself by his brave deeds. In the same year he was 
appointed to cha 2 stise 1 Haji Khan—a slave of Sh 5 r Khan Afghan, who 
was distinguished for valour and prudence, and who after fighting 
with Rana Udai Singh of Mewar had taken possession of Ajmer and 
Nagor. Haji Khan's men (led on hearing of the approach of the 
royal troops, and Haji Khan retired to Gujarat. Qasim Muhammad 
Khan went to Ajmer and set about the settlement of that area. 

When, in the 5th year, Bairam Khan was discredited, Qasim 
Khan left him, and took up service under the Crown. In the same 
year, he in the company of Shams-ud-Din Muhammad Khan Atka 
was appointed to oppose Bairam Khan, and on the day of the battle 
he commanded the right wing 3 . After the battle was won, he was 
granted a (icf in Multan 1 ’ and was permitted to go there. In the 
yth year, the Emperor resolved to put down ‘Abdullah Khan Ozbeg, 

1 As Blochmann, A'in, l (2nd edit.), p. 379, has noted the name should 
be Muhammad Qasim Khan, as he is styled in the Akbaniama, Mwntakhab-ut- 
1 award'h and Tahaqat. 

2 Battle of Sirhind 22nd June, 1555. see. A kbaniama, I, Beveridg’c transla¬ 
tion, p. 631. Muhammad Q.isim’s name is not mentioned in connection with 
the battle, hut earlier on, p. 625. it is stated that he was one of the officers 
whose exertions made it possible for the army to cross River Sutlej. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 33, Beveridge’ translation, II, p. 54 - 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 46, translation, pp. 71-73. 

5 Op. cit., "lext, pp. Ill, 112, translation, pp. 168-170. 

6 Op. cit.. Text, pp. ii 4 , 11 5 , translation, p. 175. 
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and went to Malwa on the pretext of hunting elephants. When 
the royal retinue reached Sarangpur, Qasim Khan, who at the time 
was in charge of chat area, had the honour of waiting on the Emperor. 
And having begged the Emperor to grace his district by a visit he 
showered gold etc. over the Emperor’s head. He offered to the 
Emperor 700 horses and mules, and presented his officials to the 
Emperor. He won a good name for himself by distributing the 
animals amongst the Amirs and the royal force which had arrived 
there by forced marches 1 . When ‘Abdullah Khan Ozbeg on hearing 
of the approach of the Emperor Akbar fled from Mandu, the Em¬ 
peror sent Qasim Khan 2 3 and some others to proceed hurriedly and 
block his way. After this in the course of his flight ‘Abdullah Khan 
gave up plundering and came forward to fight, but on Emperor 
Akbar arriving close on his heels took to flight. The said Khan 
with some others was deputed in his pursuit. He made a rapid 
march, and on reaching near a defile, from which Champaner was 
visible, he fell on ‘Abdullah Khan’s camp' 1 . ‘Abdullah Khan and 
his son escaped, and Qasim Khan collecting all his bag and baggage 
waited there. The Emperor after reaching the place showed great 
favour and kindness co Qasim Kh an. Nothing further is known 
about him. 


QAWAM-UD-DIN KHAN of Ispahan 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 109-115). 

He was the brother of Khalifa Sultan the famous Grand Vazlr of 
Iran. This family originally belonged to Mazindaran, and was des¬ 
cended from Mir Qawam-ud-Din, known as Mir Buzurg of Ma‘ar- 
shiya Saiyids. The latter in 760 A.H. (1359 A,D.) became the 
ruler of Mazindaran and Tabiristan. After the passage of years, 
one of the descendants of the said Mir, by name Amir Nizam-ud-Dln 

1 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 224, 225, translation, p. 345. 

2 Of. cit., Text, p. 227, translation, p. 348. 

3 Of. cit., Text, pp. 228, 229, translation, p. 350. 
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as a result of the changed circumstances came to Ispahan, ami settled 
down in the Gulbar cjuarter. Gradually lie became possessed of 
wealth and property, and Khallfasbip descended to Salyid ‘All who 
was one of the Amir’s grand-children, and who was known as Khalifa 
Sultan, the family came to be known as the Khalifa Saiyids. Sonic 
say that Shah Tahmasp Safavl gave him the title of Khalifa Sultan 
and presented him a drum and a standard. I lis worthy heir was 
Mir Shuja'-ud'Dln Muhammad the daughter’s son of Khalifa Asad 
Ullah. He was one of rhe famous Saiyids of Ispahan, and was the 
author of tins well known cjuatrain: — 

Quatrain 

May she be a lamp and consume my aggrieved soul, 

So that she may say “I have made thee my very own moth 

(or flame). 

I die if I approach her not ! 

I bum if I circle round her. 

Mir Shuja‘-ud-Dln Muhammad was famous for his learning and 
wisdom. He lived in a grand style on the wealth which he had 
inherited from his ancestors. His son Mir Rafi‘-ud-Dln Muhammad 
was well versed in rational and traditional learning. He was a 
favourite of Shall ‘Abbas f. In 1026 A.fl. (1617 A.D.), in the 
31st year of the Shah’s reign, he, on the death of QadI Sultan Musavl 
of Turbat—who in succession to QadI Khan Saifl HusainI served as 
the Sadr of Iran for only eight days and then died of illness — was 
appointed Sadr, and in that post served with great honesty. He died 
in 1034 A.H. (1624-25 A.D.). His worthy successor Khalifa Sultan 
conveyed his body to the holy Karbala, and hurried it in the holy 
cemetery of the Prince of Martyrs, the fifth of the family of the Robe. 
When Khalifa Sultan, as a result of his alliance with Shah ‘Abbas I, 
and of his being the Vaz'tr of the kingdom of Iran, became the most 
honoured person of the realm, his brother Qawam-ud-Din was appoint¬ 
ed Sadr, which was one of the highest offices in that country. After 
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his brother’s death, and the change in sovereignty and the irresolute 
nature o£ the reigning sovereign, he left his home and country and 
migrated to India. He paid his respects to Emperor Aurangzlb in the 
beginning of the xyth year of the reign, and received a robe of 
honour, a decorated dagger with pbFtl katdra, a string of pearls, a 
swoi'd with gold appurtenances, a worked shield, a silken plume, and 
Rs. 10,000 in cash. He was appointed to the rank of 3,000 foot 
and 1300 horse, and granted the title of Khan'. Earlier also relations 
of Khalifa Sultan, who had come to this Court, were successful in 
getting suitable ranks. For example, Mir Ja'far, his sister’s son, who 
reached the port of Surat in the 28th year of Shah Jahan’s reign— 
while Khalifa Sultan was still alive, though he died later in the same 
year—received a present of Rs. 6,000 cash from the Surat treasury, 
and after paying his respects he was given the rank of 1,500 with 500 
horse, and a cash present of Rs. 10,000. In the 31st year" his rank 
was increased by 300 with 500 horse, and he was made fief-holder of 
Husainpur in Dihiir. In the 3rd year of ‘Alamglr’s reign, Mir ‘Imad- 
ud-Din, his son-in-law, came to tire Court, and received the title of 
Ralunat Khan' 1 2 3 , and the office of Dlvun-i-Buyutat, In the 6th year, 
Saiyid Sadr Jahan 4 5 one of his sons-in-law came in quest of service, and 
was favoured with a suitable office. 

Now the pen starts to write an account of Qawam-ud-Din Khan. 
He received an increase of 500 in his rank, and in die 19th year on 
the Emperor’s return to Lahore from Hasan Abdal was appointed 
Governor of Kashmir 1 . In the same year he was removed from there 

1 AlaatJiir-i-'Alamgtri. p. 130, 

2 'Amal Sdlib, III, p. 245 - 

3 He received the title of R.dunat Khan in the 10th year, vide V iLnngir- 
uama p. 1034, where lie is described as Divhn-i-Bnyntat. 

4 ‘Alamgirnama, pp. 851, 852. 

5 Maatbir-i-‘Alamgiri, p. 131. He was recalled from Kashmir in the 21st 
and not ipth year, anil Ibrahim Khan was appointed his successor, id. p. 163. 
He returned to Court in the same year (id. p. 165) and received a robe of 
honour. 
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and returned to the Court. He was appointed Governor of Lahore 1 , and 
to this office the jaujddrt of Jammu was added later. It so happened 
that, at this time as a result of the Emperor's desire to uphold the 
canonical Law, the Qitdls of the cities and towns had acquired so much 
influence that they contended on an equality with the officers and 
governors of the areas. Especially this was the case with Saiyid ‘All 
Akbar Allahabad!, the Qadt of Lahore, who on account of his inherent 
rectitude and prestige did not bend his head to anyone. Qawam-ud- 
Din Khan—who, in addition to his wisdom and learning, regarded 
himself as one of the premier men of Iran in regard to lineage and 
ability—was able to size up the exact position of the Qadt immediately 
after his arrival in Lahore. At their very first meeting there was a 
misunderstanding and this gradually developed into dislike. It so 
happened that Saiyid Fadil, the sister’s son of the Qadt was a tyranni¬ 
cal and insolent person, and the Kotwdl being tired of his actions and 
talk was after bis life. Things came to such a pass that the Governor 
sent the Kotwdl —whose name was Nizam-ud-Dln, but was more 
commonly known as Mirza Beg — with a force to seize the Qadj and 
bring him before him. The Qdd't fortified lus house, and made a 
great outcry. In the tumult the Qadt and his sister’s son were 
ignomtnously killed; and his son was wounded. As the people of Lahore 
in such cases pretend by exhibitions of their rcligiotis-mindedness 
to be the defenders of Islam, and are intriguers, while in rhe market 
people and the educated—who have read a few words call themselves 
‘Ullatna and are really worse than ignorant—gathered together in 
thousands, and there was a general riot. The Governor and the 
Kotwdl shutting themselves up in their houses prepared for battle. 
The tumult continued for a long time, and people could not go about 
in the streets. At last both were removed from their offices and 
ranks, and Prince Muhammad A‘zam Shah was appointed Governor 
with Lutf Ullah Khan as lus deputy. Until the arrival of the said 

t Maatbir-i:Alumgiri, p. 166. The faujdari of Jammu was added to his 
office in the same year, p. ibp. 
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Khan an order was also issued to the latter’s brother Hifz Ullah Khan, 
the Faujddr of Cluniot to proceed post-haste to Lahore, and make over 
the kotwdl to the Qadi’s heirs, and to send the governor to the Court. 
Fie did as he was ordered. Nizam-ud-Dln was capitally punished 
in Lahore, while as a result of the tumult and the crowd of mal¬ 
contents it was found difficult for Qawam-ud-Dln to be sent away in 
safety. Consequently he was quietly taken in a closed palanquin to 
the river, which ran close to the city, and from there sent off by a 
boat. He arrived at the Court in the 23rd year at Ajmer. The 
Qadt's son with a huge crowd also came to the Court, and claimed 
retaliation for his father’s murder. The Lmperor ordered that pro¬ 
ceedings should be started according to the law, and the Khan endured 
indignities in the course of the trial. As the Qddi Shaikh-ul-Islam 
rightly would not find the charge of murder proved, the affair dragged 
on for a long time. From vexation and anger the Khan became ill, 
both in body and mind. The prosecutors would not give way, and 
pressed that his advocate should come to the Court for defending the 
case, or rather that Qawam-ud-Dln himself should be brought in a 
palanquin. When he had suffered all sorts of indignities, the son of 
Saiyid ‘All Akbar, at the intercession and entreaty of the principal 
courtiers, forgave the old man and withdrew his demand for retribu¬ 
tion. The said Khan also taking pity on his miserable condition died 
about this time 1 . He had two sons. One was Sadr-ud-Dln who 
accompanied his father from Iran; a separate notice 3 about him has 
been included. The second was Muhammad Shuja', who arrived 
from Iran in the 19th year, and was appointed to the rank of i,ooo 3 . 
When his brother in reward for his bravery was granted the title of 
Saf Shikan Khan 1 in lieu of his earlier title of Shuja'at Khan, he was 

1 The account of his quarrel is adapted from M.aal}n'-i^Alamgiri, p. 188. 

2 Maatbir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 746, 747. 

3 Maathir-i-'Al&mgtft, p. 153, where the rank to which he was appointed is 
given as 1,000 with 300 horse. 

8 Op. tit., p, 243 - 
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favoured by the reigning Sovereign and granted the latter title. In 
the siege of Golconda he was with his brother, and was wounded, but 
through the kind attention of the Emperor he was cured 1 . 

QAZALBASH khan afshar 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 85-87). 

He was the son of Tahmasp Beg, son of Qadir Aqa who for a 
time was the V.ikll of Shah Tahmasp Safavi, ruler of Iran. He came 
to India by sea and reached Bijapiir. Ibrahim ‘Add Khan gave him 
the title of Ftimad Khan and appointed him his general. In the 5th 
year 3 of the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan he entered the service of 
the latter, and received the rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse, the title 
of Qazalbash Khan and a present of Rs. 20,000 cash. In the 6th 3 
year he was deputed with Prince Shuja* for che conquest of Parenda 
in the Deccan. Afcer reaching Burhanpftr, the Prince, who had sent 
Khan Zaman in advance also proceeded towards Parenda, and left 
Qazalbash Khan* with r ,000 horse in Shahgarh to guard the roads. 
In the 9th year, when the Emperor came to the Deccan, and three 
armies under three distinguished commanders were appointed to 
chastise Sahii Bhonsle and to devastate the ‘Add Shiihi territories, 
Qazalbash Khan was promoted to the rank of 2,500 with 1,500 horse, 
and attached to Khan Dauran’s forces 3 . In the iotli year he was 
promoted to che rank of 3,000 with 2,000 horse, and appointed 
Thanadar of Pathrl 6 in Bcrar. In the 13th year he was granted an 
increase of 1,000 horse, and made commandant of the fort of Ahmad- 
nagar 7 in succession to Saiyid Murrada Khan. In the 15th year 8 he 

1 Op. cit., p. 296. 

2 BadshHknflma, I, pt. i, p. 44 1 - 3 Op. cit., p. 537. 

4 Badsbubnama, I, pt. 2, p. 33. 

5 Op. cit., p. 136. The grant oE the increase in his rank is recorded on 
p. 138. 

6 Op. cit., p. 249. 

7 Badsbahaama, II, p. 176. 

66 


8 Op. cit., p. 290. 
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was exalted with the grant of a drum, and in the 18th year 1 2 , at the 
recommendation of Khan Dauran, 500 of his troopers were made 
two-horse and three-horse. In the 22nd year" corresponding to 1058 
A.H. (1648 A.D.) he died at Ahmadnagar. He was of an austere 
deportment, and in all wordly affairs conducted himself with care and 
rectitude. His enterprises were successfully carried out without any 
guidance from others. He lived in great style, and used to spend a 
lot on his food. Most cf his servants were Iranians, and they all 
lived well. In consequence his income was not equal to Ins expendi¬ 
ture, and he became indebted. After his death his son Iraj Khan 
lightened the load of his father’s debt. His eldest son Mlrza Najaf 
‘All was a Persian born, and had recently migrated from Iran. After 
his father’s death lie received the rank of 1,000 foot and horse, and 
was appointed Faujddr of Balapiir in Berar. In the 30th year he died 
as the Commandant of the fort of Zafarnagar Balaghat. ‘Iraj Khan, 
who was the best of the decendants of Qazalbash Khan, was born in 
India with four brothers by the same mother. After his father’s 
death, ‘Iraj Khan 3 received the rank of 1,500 foot and the title of 
Khan, and was appointed in place of his father to the defence of 
Ahmadnagar. Mlrza Rustam was appointed Faujddr oE Sangamner. 
During Emperor Aurangzib’s reign he was exalted by the grant of the 
title of Ghadanfar Khan. Mlrza Bahrain was made Tbanadar of Deval- 
gaon in Balaghat Berar, and through Aurangzib’s favour he received his 
father’s title. Mlrza Hashim was distinguished for his learning and 
calligraphy. Another Muhammad Rada was short-lived. Of Qazal¬ 
bash Khan’s sons-in-law, one was Mlrza Sikandar Beg son of Sultan 
Baisanqar—who was Qazalbash Khan’s cousin, and held the fort of 
Maqazlru on the border of Iran for Shah ‘Abbas Safavi; he was on a 
suspicion of being in league with the Turks, unjustly put to death 

1 This was in the 18th year, see of. cit., p. 4 * 7 - 

2 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 66. 

3 hi. ibid. p. 66. l or his detailed account see Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, 1 , 
pp. 268-272, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, I, pp. 685-687. 



5 2 3 


ul-Umara ] Qazaq Kh an B.iqi Beg Ozbeg 

during the reign of Shah Safavi. His eldest son, who had been taken 
as a prisoner to Turkey, was enlisted in the service of Khiind Kar 
(the Sultan). (Another son-in-law) Sikandar B 5 g came to the Deccan, 
and received an appointment from the Emperor. Another, Mirza 
Wais Beg, was employed in the Deccan to look after the auxiliaries. 
A short account of this family has been included here in view of the 
fact that it was for long distinguished in the Deccan. 


QAZAQ KHAN BAQI BEG UZBEG 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 88, 89). 

He was the brother of Khusrau Beg OzbCg 1 who was one of 
Jahangir’s officers. When his father Khusrau Beg died a natural death 
in the campaign against the P.anii, Biiql Beg left service and resolved 
to go to Mecca. Emperor Jahangir increased his rank and position, 
and induced him to give up mourning. For a long time he was a 
fief-holder of Jalaur, and was distinguished in that area for his bravery 
and courage. He was also skilled in developing the country. Under 
Khan Dnuran he rendered good service in the 9th year in the pursuit 
of Jujhiir Singh Bundela, and was rewarded by the Emperor with the 
grant of the title of Qazfiq Khan 2 , and promoted to the rank of 
1,500 foot with 800 horse 3 4 . Later he was appointed Faujdar of 
Siwistiin (in Sindh)' 1 , and fought great 'battles there with the HCmcha 
and other rebellious tribes of the area, and as a result was able to 
establish authority and government in the country. He was promoted 

1 He is called Khusrau hi Uzbeg Qimchi in Jahangir’s Memoirs , Rogers & 
Beveridge’s translation, 1 , p. 206. He died in the 10th year, ibid., p. 284. 

2 Bhdshabnama, I, pt. 2, p. 134. His rank at the time, according to 
Bidsbtihnama was raised to 1,000 with 800 horse. 

3 Op. iil.. p. 249, where he is stated to have granted an increase of 5 °<> 
in his rank, and his rank at the end of the 10th year, therefore, was 1,500 with 
800 horse, p. 306. 

4 He was at the same time granted an increase in rank of 5 °° with 800 
horse, Badsbabnama, 11 , pp. 150, 15 1 - 
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to the rank of 2,000 foot with 2,000 horse. During the governor¬ 
ship of Muhammad AurangzTb Bahadur he was appointed to Gujarat 1 . 
As his expenditure had greatly increased, while the income from his 
fiefs was limited, he suffered troubles at the hands of his retainers. 
During the government of Islam Khan Mashhad! he was appointed to 
the Deccan, where he was made Tbanadar and fief-holder of PathrT. 
He was able to improve that pargana materially, and as a result he 
became more solvent, and comfortable. He always had the desire to go 
on pilgrimage. In the 24th year, 1061 A.D. (1651 A.D.) he died 
and was buried in PathrT. It is stated that he was a great story teller, 
and was very urbane in lus dealings. He left two young sons. The 
Emperor fixed a daily allowance for them. It is stated that his mother 
used to say her prayers standing even at the age of 120 years, and 
that her food consisted of meat soup only. She loved the son so 
much that she fainted whenever he left for the Court. After his 
death she owing to the tenacity of life survived him for a few years. 

QIBCHAQ KHAN AMIN BEG SHAQAWAL 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 82-85). 

He was an elder of the Qibchaq clan and a resident of Balkh. In 
the 20th year of Shah Jahan’s reign, when the armies of India took 
possession of that city, the ruler Nadhar Muhammad Khan 2 becoming 
anxious and through carelessness and short-sightedness took to vaga¬ 
bondage, Qibchaq Khan separated from him and took up his abode 
in Chaichaktu and Maruchaq. Bahadur Khan Rohilla and Asalat 
Khan Mir Bakhsbl, who had been placed in charge ol the country, 
sent him a conciliating letter, in accordance with the royal orders and 
urged him to take the path of loyalty (to the Emperor). He guided 
by his clear understanding and wisdom accepted the offer and came 
to Balkh. The officers made him very happy by presenting him 
60,000 Sbabls, and recommending him for the rank of 2,000 with 

1 Apparently as Fdujciar of B.uGtla, op. cit., p. 309. 

2 ‘Amal Slilih, II, p. 490. 
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1,000 horse. He left his belongings m Balkh, and went by pcrmisi- 
sion of the oflicers, to Gazrawan' in order that by collecting his own 
tribe of Aimaqs he might make other tribes, who were rebellious, 
ally themselves with him in the hope of being favoured by the 
Emperor. His appointment was approved by the Emperor, and he 
was in addition granted the title of Qibchiiq Khan. Parts of 
Chaichaktu, Maimnna, Ghurjistan, Gazrawan, Kharayab and Khairab 
were included in his fief. Later, when the territories of Balkh 
and Badakhshan were restored to Nadliar Muhammad Khan, 
Rustam Khan the Governor of Andkhud set off for India by way 
of Darsaj which was a dependency of Gazrawan. Qibchaq Khan 
joined him, and after he had traversed some stages by the route 
of Ika Ulang, the leaders of the Aimaqs came after him, and 
said that they were also leaving OzbiFgs, and had decided to become 
subjects of the ruler of India, but that some delay must occur for 
getting the necessary equipment for travelling. When Rustam Khan 
saw that the said Khan did not have such equipment as to be able to 
travel during winter, and he would have to wait till spring, he gave 
them Rs. 5,000 from the Government treasury for the journey and 
sent them off. Qibchaq Khan spent the winter in Charhad—which 
was on the borders of Qandahar, and in the 22nd year reached 
Qandahar by way of Kbwaja (Jjjam. A letter summoning him was 
sent from the Court, and directions were sent that he was to receive a 
present of Rs. 50,000 from the Qandahar treasury. As the report 
of the marching of Shah ‘Abbas II against Qandahar was confirmed, 
lie out of his zeal for service offered to the commandant of the fort to 
serve with the royal oflicers till the end of that affair. He considered 
tins offer very opportune and gladly accepted 1 2 it. A month had not 
elapsed when the Shah of Iran came to Qandahar and besieged it. 
Both sides started fighting, until Shad! Khan Ozbeg—who was one of 
the staff m the fort and at that time had charge of the Wais Qaran 

1 This appears to be (jhujdawan. 

2 'Amal Salih, III, p, 67. 
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Gate, out of cowardice and faint heartedness, went and joined the 
enemy, and tried to lead astray Qibchaq Khan, who had developed 
loyalty for the Emperor whom he wished anxiously to serve. He did 
not wish to be a party to this wickedness, but his companions, who 
had their families with them, represented that they were distracted by 
fear for their property, life and honour, and did not let him follow 
his own mind. He was consequently forced to join that renegade 1 2 , 
and, as has been narrated, in the account" of Shad! Khan, the latter 
opened the Wais 3 4 Qaran gate to the Iran, and taking Qibchaq Khan 
with him went and paid bis respects to the Shah of Iran. As he 
could not after this come to India he remained there. What finally 
happened to him is not known. 

QIL'ADAR KHAN 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 115—120). 

His name was Mlrza ‘All ‘Arab, and he was a worthy son of the 
pious ‘Arab Khan. He grew up under the care of his father, and 
developed laudable qualities and pleasant manners, which ensured 
success in his later life. He was appointed by Shah Jahan to the 
rank of an officer of 500 with 250 horse. In the 24th year, he, 
with his father’s permission, came from the Deccan to the Court, 
and was favoured by the grant of a suitable rank. He was also 
deputed to take to his father a robe of honour and a drum. After 
his father’s death, he, in the 29th year, was at the recommendation 
of the victorious Prince Muhammad AurangzTb, Viceroy of the Dcccan, 
appointed Tbanadar of Trimbak and Haris, which were two adjoining 
forts and were among the strong fortresses of Sangamnlr. In the 

1 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 76. 

2 Maalhir-ttl-Umard, Text, II, pp. 661, 662. 

3 Probably the Pascarn of Ticfenthalcr, 1 , p. 

4 He must not be confused wiih Qil'adar Khan Chela who held the rank 
of 1,000 with 800 horse, and who died in the 13th year of Shall Jahan’s reign, 
sec Badshahnama, 11 , p. 734, nor with Qil'adar fChan Commandant of Ghazni. 
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'first year of Emperor Aurangzlb’s accession he joined him and was 
with him in his campaigns. He performed valuable services and 
distinguished himself in the battle 1 with Shuja‘ and in the entrench¬ 
ments at Ajmer. Owing to the familiarity with the affairs and the 
rules and usages of the Deccan, he was later appointed an auxiliary for 
chat area and remained there all his life. He was granted an increase 
in his rank, and the title of Qil'adar Khan, and for a time was Fanjcldr 
and defender of Aurangabad. Later he was the Commandant of the 
fort of Fathabad, Dharwar. In the 25th year when Emperor 

Aurangzlb marched from holy Ajmer to the delightful city of 
Burlunpur, and stayed there for three or four months till the end of 
Safr 1093 A.H. (end of February, 1682), Qil'adar Khan died at 
Dharwar, and was buried beside his father’s grave. 

I lis mother was a Saiyida, and was the daughter of Mir Saiyid 
Sharif, son of Mir Saiyid Ibiiihlm of Yazd. When this pious lady 
died, ‘Arab Khan married the daughter of Mirza Jamshed Beg 
Qazalbash of Yazd. This Mirza Jamshed Beg was the son-in-law of 
the miscreant Mir MJt'sum. His mother was a daughter of the 
Safavl princes, and his father was Mir Munlm son of Mir Mulla who 
during Tahmasp Safavl’s time was the Vaz'tr of Astarabad. Mir 

Mulla’s father was Khalifa Mir, who received the title of Khalifa from 

Shall Isma'll I, and was the son of Mulla Mu'In, the famous 

preacher of Khurasan and who was endowed with prophetic qualities. 
The second daughter of the late Mirza Jamshed Beg was married to 
‘Arab Khan’s son Qil'adar Khan. That chaste lady had four very 
accomplished daughters—one of these was the real grandmother of the 
author, May God pardon her!—and a son Mirza Darab. Darab was 
educated and trained by his father, and was at the head of his con¬ 
temporaries for ability and courage, and in his turn received a suitable 
rank, and was active in the Emperor’s service. For a time he was the 
Bakh'Sh'i of Prince Muhammad A'zam Shah, and later was the Bakbshi 
of Karnatik and Bakhsbl of the forces of Djuilfiqar Khan Nasrat 


1 'Alamgirnamii, p. z 47 • 
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Jang. He was successively appointed Commandant of the forts of 
Dharwar, Kalna and Qandahar. At first he land the title of ‘Arab 
Mian, and later of Nur Muhammad Khan. Whde he was Commandant 
of the fore of Qandahar, Miisavi Khan Mirzil Mu'izz—who was then 
Divan of the Deccan—wrote a letter with instructions, and either 
inadvertently or because he did not know his rank used on it titles 
generally used in the case of clerks (alqiib daftari). The Khan out 
of indignation and regard for the high dignity of the ‘Arabs—which 
he regarded as sacrosanct—- used the same titles in the reply. Musavl 
Khan regarded this as a proof of the Khan’s madness, and reported the 
matter to the F.mpcror, and recommended that he should be dismissed. 
The Khan went to the Court, and wanted to have a fioht with Musa- 

-* D 

vl Khan. I Ic made leading men his intermediaries; the real facts 
came out in the Court, and Qd'adar Khan was again restored to 
favour. 

After the death of Emperor AurangzTb lie 1 settled down in Auran¬ 
gabad, and was leading an easy life till suddenly his tranquility was 
disturbed by fickle Fate. At this time Nawab Asaf Jah and Muha¬ 
mmad Amin Khan Bahadur deserted the company of Muhammad 
A‘zam Shah, and coming to Aurangabad halted there. Owing to the 
constraining power of the circumstances prevailing during that time 
of confusion they used all sorts of strict measures against all who were 
supposed to be rich. The Khan, who was reputed to have the riches 
and accumulations of his father and grandfather, was brought from 
Ins house, and a large sum was demanded from him. From that day 
the Khan gave up worldly affairs and went into retirement. This ill 
treatment—which was more fatal than death for sensitive-minded 
people—resulted in melancholy taking hold of his brain, and darken¬ 
ing his intellect. His madness, however, was of a strange type. 
One day he would pass in sleep and silence, and allow no one to come 
to him, while the next day he would eagerly seek company, and treat 

i This notice is apparently an appreciative account of a relative of the 
author based mainly on his personal information. 
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people with great attention and regard. He was like this for a long 
time, till he died. His son Ivlirza Rada ‘All is well versed in poetry 
and literatute. 

Reflections 

hvery revolution of the heavens increases and multiplies certain 
things, and diminishes or destroys others. Thus in former times there 
was wealth and authority. The accounts of the magnificence, power, 
and abundance of the goods and paraphernalia of the late ‘Arab Khan 
and the pious Qibadar Khan, as arc narrated, and their appointments 
to ranks of 5,000 and 7,000 which I heard of, seem incredible and 
appear as fairy tales. 

Musavl Khan Mir I lashim, whose nom-dc-plume was Jur'at was 
Qibadar Khani. Musavt Klnn has been in the service of Nawab 
Asaf Jah for three years. His ostensible post is that of the Mir 
Munsbi (Chief secretary?), but his influence and intimacy arc such as 
cannot be exceeded. That great Amir after his first appointment as 
the Premier wrote to the reigning sovereign in respect of him “the 
greatest benefit which the Almighty has bestowed on me is the com¬ 
panionship of this man, who is a Saiyid, a learned man, a philosopher, 
a secretary, a poet, a companion and a confidant. Though his mili¬ 
tary abilities have not been tested so far, but courage appears in his 
name. In fact, his training and nuture were arranged by Qibadar 
Klun.” His grandfather Saiyid ‘All Gllani was for a long time in 
the service of the humane Khan. In short, Musavl Khan is a focus 
of all laudable qualities, and at present has no equal in the whole of 
the Deccan. This charming verse is his: — 

Verse 

Pleasure always lies in appropriateness. 1 

It even draws sugar from the heart of a tiger. 

But he gets little advantage from his noble qualities. May God 
favour him with good fortune! 

1 Apparently the meaning is tli.it tact is everything, but both the verse 
and the entire paragraph of Reflections are far from clear. 

67 
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He was one of the Emperor Humayiin's officers. In the end of 
the reign of chat monarch he rendered good service in Kol Jalall 1 
(‘Aligarh) and its neighbourhood. When the disturbance of H?mu 
spread far and wide, Qiyii Khan went to Delhi and joined Tardi Beg 
Khan. On the day of the baede he fought bravely in the vanguard 2 3 , 
but as failure had been decreed by hate, it happened as it was to 
happen. Later when that unfortunate statesman (Hemu) was slain 
by the sword of Emperor Akbar’s fortune’, Qiya Khan was appointed 
Governor of the capital town of Agra 4 and its neighbourhood, and 
given the rank of 5,000. As the parganas near Gwalior were 
in his fief, he, by his zeal and courage collected from that area the 
necessary equipment, and in the 2nd year besieged Gwalior fort, which 
was one of the noted forts of Upper India, and which Salim Shah, 
had made his capital, Bahil Khan, a slave of Salim Shah, was 
in charge of the fort. He saw that owing to its situation near 
the royal territories it would be impossible to hold the fort for ever, 
and so sent a message to Raja Ram Sah—who was a descendant of 
Raja Man Singh, who in old limes had held the fort—to the effect 
that the fort was the Raja’s hereditary property, and he was prepared 
to make it over to him for a small sum. Ram Sah considered it an 
unexpected favour, and turned in that direction. When Qiya Khan 
heard about it, he hastened to contend with him, and put him to 
flight 5 . Ram Sah went to the Rana’s country. In the 3rd year <j 66 

1 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 1 5 , Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 25. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 29, translation, p. 48. 

3 Emperor Akbar refused to kill Hcinu, and so Bairam l£han himself killed 
him, op. cit., Text, pp. 41, 42, translation, p. 66. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, p. 45, translation, p. 71. 

5 This is incorrect. According ro Akbarnama, Text, II, p, 57, translation, 
p. 88, Ram Sah was besieging the fort of Gwalior when Qiya f£han went with 
an army and defeated him, and himself started to besiege the fort. Other 
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A - H - ( i 559 a - d -)- when Emperor Akbar came to Agra, he at once 
sent a force to help Qiya Khan. Rahil was forced to submit and offered 
to surrender the fort. HajI Muhammad Khan Slstanl at his request 
hastened to the fort, and brought Bahll to the Presence. When in 
the 10th year, Emperor Akbar turned to the eastern districts to quell 
the rebellion of Khan Zaman, Qiya Khan—who had joined the rebels 
—was brought before the Emperor at Qanauj through the mediation 
of Mun'im Khan. The Emperor pardoned his offences and favoured 
him 1 . After the conquest of Bengal he was put in charge of Orissa. 
When Bengal became the home of rebels, although Qiya Khan had 
not the felicity of quieting the uproar 2 , but he with some brave men 
held the ground in that country (Orissa), and cleaned it of the enemy. 
When, in the 25th year, it (Bengal) became empty of royal troops, 
Qittlu LohanI stirred up strife, and was successful in battles. He also 
attacked Orissa. Qiya Khan having resisted for a time retired into the 
fort, but as a result of the protracted nature of the struggle and the 
desertion of his unreliable associates he was defeated. At last he was 
killed in 985 A.H. (1581 A.D.) with some others who prized their 
honour, and thus won for himself an eternal reputation' 1 . 

QUBAD KHAN MIR AKHOR 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 99-102). 

He was the Master of the Horse of Nadhar Muhammad Khan 
ruler of Balkh and Badakhshan. During the later part of the rule of 
the latter he was Commandant and Governor of the fort of Ghorl. 
When in the 19th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign Prince Murad 
Bakhsh marched from Kabul for the conquest of Balkh and Badakh- 

officers were sent to assist him in the 3rd year, when Bahil Khan submitted, op. 
cit.. Text, p. 77, translation, pp. 118, 119. 

1 Op. cit., Text, p. 252, translation, p. 378. 

2 Akbarnama, III, Text, pp. 291, 320; Beveridge’s translation. III, pp. 429, 
469 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 341, translation, pp. 499 , 
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shan, he, after arrival in that area, appointed Qullj Khan and Khalil 
Ullah to capture the forts of Kahmard and Ghorl which were situated 
on the borders of Kabul. They sent a force in advance against Ghorl. 
Qubad was misled in believing these men to be a force from the 
Hazarajat, and coming out with 300 horse arranged his force for con¬ 
tending them. After a short engagement he retired to the fort and 
began preparing for an engagement. When the leaders joined near 
the fort, Qubad Khan, finding that he had not more than 500 men 
with him, and there being no hope of any reinforcement, took refuge 
in the citadel. Finally asking for quarter he came out. Qullj Khan 
sent him with his four sons and other members of the family under the 
charge of Ibrahim Husain Turkaman to the Court 1 . In Kabul he had 
the honour of paying his respects, and received the rank of 1,000 
with 500 horse, and a present of Rs. 20,000 cash 2 . In the 21st year he 
came to the Court from his fief, and was appointed Qusbbegi (falconer) 
and granted an increase of 500. In the 22nd year 3 the Emperor 
resolved to hunt in Safaidun. He first went to the hunting ground 
of Kanuda—known as the special hunting ground (Kbas Shikar) and 
which was G/i kos from the Capital, and where delightful buildings 
had been erected. There he was engaged in hunting the nilgao. 
From there he went along the banks of the Bihisht Canal to Safaidun, 
and enjoying hunting all along the way reached the village of Jhajrana, 
which was three kos from Safaidun, and then returned. Qubad 
Khan on account of his services on this occasion received an increase of 
500 in his rank. In the battle near Qandahar between Rustam Khan 
DeccanI and Quilij Khan against the Iranians he rendered valuable 
service, and was rewarded with a further increase of 500. In the 
10th year of the third cycle of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he had 
reached the rank of 2,500 with 1,500 horse 4 . In the first battle 

1 Uacisbahnama, U, pp. 524, 525. 

2 Of. cit., p. 555. 

3 'Amal Sr,lib. III, p. 65. 

4 Of. cit.. p. 45^. 
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against Dara Shikoh, he 1 , Tahir Khan and other Turanians were in the 
right wing with Khalil Ullah Khan. After Dara Shikoh’s defeat he 
did homage 2 to Aurangzlb. 

When the victorious royal armies in the pursuit of Dara Shikoh 
reached Multan, Qubad Khan with Shaikh Mir was sent after him. 
When Dara Shikoh after crossing the river Sindh went away towards 
Gujarat, Shaikh Mir left the said Khan at Tatta, as the governorship 
of the province 3 4 had been assigned to him from the Court, and re¬ 
turned. Qubad Khan’s rank was fixed at 4,000 with 3,000'' horse. 
It appears from the Mirat-ul-‘Alam that in the 3rd year he was 
removed 5 * from there and Lashkar Khan appointed in his place. In 
'Alamgirnanut, however, it is recorded that he was removed from 
Tatta in the 7th year and that Ghadanfar Khan 0 replaced him. 
Kvidently he was twice appointed to the governorship of the province. 
After returning to the Court he was deputed to the Deccan forces. 

When Mlrza Raja Jai Singh himself went to capture Siva’s forts, 
he, on the death of Ihtisham Khan sent Qubad Khan with some other 
Mansabddrs to the thdnaddri of Poona. He in his zeal for service 
sent his sons Abul Qasim and ‘Abdullfih 7 to punish the enemy in 
various centres, and they returned safely and with great deal of booty. 
After the submission of Siva, and the establishment of royal authority 
in this territory, the Raja turned from there to devastating the terri¬ 
tories of Bljapur. The said Khan and the Mughals were sent as 
skirmishers, and he repeatedly distinguished himself. In compliance 
with the royal summons he repaired to the Court 8 in the 9th year, 
and in the 10th year when Muhammad Amin Khan Mir Bttkhshi 

1 ‘ Alamgirnamii , p. y5. 

2 Op. cit., p. 113. 

3 Op. cit., p. 282. 

4 This is apparently incorrect, as even after his removal from Tatta, anti 
increase granted in the 4th year his rank was 3,00:1 with 2,500 horse, op, cit., 
p. 634. 

5 Op. c«s. p. 485. 

7 _op. cit., p. 899. 


6 Op. cit., p. 864, 
8 Op. cit., p. 986. 
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was deputed to chastise the Yusuf ZaTs, Qubad Khan also was sent 
as an auxiliary 1 . It has been reported chat he was later appointed 
governor of Orissa where he died. 

QULIJ KHAN ANDJANI 3 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 69-74). 

He belonged to the tribe of Jan! Qurbanh His ancestors had 
been in the service of the Chaghta’l dynasty; particularly his grand¬ 
father held a high office under Sultan Bayqra. Owing to his close 
association he was greatly relied on in the service of Emperor Akbar. 
In the 17th year 2 corresponding to 980 A.H. (>572-73 A.D.) he turned 
his attention to the conquest of the iron fort of Surat. The fort was 
situated on the bank of the river Tapti (TabtT in text) near the sea. 
On two sides it was surrounded by the river, and on the other two 
sides there was a deep moat connected with the river. Safr Aqa 4 
entitled Khudawand Khan, a Turkish slave of Sultan Mahmud of 
Gujarat, had built it in the year 047 A.H. (1540 A.D.). 

The chronogram is: — 

May this structure prove a load on the chest and life of the 

Franks! 

(Sad bawad bar sina an jdn Farangi in bana’i : 947). 

The Emperor Akbar reduced the fort after a siege lasting one 

1 Maathir-i^Alamgiri, p. 61. 

2 See Blochmann, A in, I (2ml edn.), p. 35, note 2, pp. 380-282 for an 
account of his career. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 17, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 24. 

4 His name is given as Ghadanfar Aqa entitled Khudawand I£han in 
Tarihh-i-Firishta, II, p. 226 (Newal Kishorc end. 1864). The above chrono¬ 
gram of the building of the fort is not given in Akbarnama , but it is to be 
found in Firishta, op. cit., p. 227, and is ascribed to Mulla Muhammad Astra- 
badi whose nom-de-plume was Rada’i. Also see Tabaqat-i-Akbari, II, De’s 
translation, pp. 381, 382, the date of building of the fort is givtn as 947 A.H, 
and it is stated that it was built by Safar Aqa. 
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month and seventeen days 1 , and Qulij Khan was appointed to govern 
and defend this great fort. In the end of the 23rd year he was 
deputed from the Court of Gujarat so that in addition to helping 
the officers in that area he would be able to develop his fiefs 2 . In 
the 25th year, after Shah Mansur Divan was killed, he was appointed 
Vazlr 3 . In the 28th year when Sultan Mazaffar Gujarati started a 
commotion in the Gujarat territory, and Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad Khan 
and 1 ‘timad Khan were signally defeated, Mirza Khan -1 and Qulij 
Khan were deputed from the Court. The first was to proceed straight 
to Gujarat to punish the rebels, and the second was to go there after 
laying hold of the fief-holders of Malwa. Accordingly Qulij Khan 
spent a long time in settling that vast territory. In the 34th year he 
was granted Sarkar Sambhal 1 as his fief. At the time of the departure 
to Kashmir he, Raja Bhagwant Das, and Raja Todar Mai were left at 
Lahore for jointly managing the State affairs. After the death of Raja 
Todar Mai 6 he for a long time held charge of the financial adminis¬ 
tration. In the 39th year, 1002 A.H. (1593-94 A.D.) when Qasim 
Khan, the governor of Kabul was killed, Qulij Khan was appointed 
to this charge 7 . As the Raushanis had become more emboldened 
owing to the Governor having been killed, Qulij Khan proceeded to 

t Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 28, 29, Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 39, 40. 
Qulij Khan’s appointment as Governor of Surat fort is recorded on p. 31 of the 
text and p. 44 of the translation. In the Tabaqat (of>. cit.), p. 385, die period 
is given as two months, and Qulij Khan is called Qulij Muhammad Khan, p, 
388. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 264, translation, p. 283. 

3 Op. cit., Text. p. 344, translation, p. 504. Sec also Beveridge's interesting 
note on Shah Mansur’s death on the same and following page. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, p, 4 > 3 , translation, pp, 613, 614. 

5 Op . cit., Text, p. 5 . 3 7> translation, p. 817, where the grant of Sambhal as 
his jagir, and his being left at Lahore to manage the affairs in consultation with 
Raja Bhagwan Das and Raja Todar Mai are recorded. 

6 Raja Todar Mai died on 8th November, 1389, op. cit., translation, p. 
561. 

7 Op. at., Text, p. 654, translation, p. 1004. 
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Tirah, but owing to the shortage of supplies had soon to return to 
Kabul. As he had not been able to manage Afghanistan properly, 
he was romoved 1 . In the 32nd year, 10C5 A.H, (1596-97 A.D.), 
Prince DaniyaP was promoted to the rank of 7,000 with 7,000 
horse, and lie was sent to govern the province of Allahabad. Qulij 
Kh an whose daughter was married to the Prince, was promoted to the 
rank of 4,500, ani appointed as the Prince’s guardian. In the 43rd 
year getting disgusted with the Prince he returned to the Court 3 . 

In the 44th year 4 when Emperor Akbar when to Khandesh, Qulij 
Khan was left in charge of the Capital, Agra. After the Emperor’s 
return from Asir in the 46th year, as there was no senior officer in the 
Panjab, Qulij Khan was sent for looking after that territory. He 
requested that lie might also be made Governor of Afghanistan, and 
this request was granted 5 . In the beginning 0 of the reign of 
Emperor Jahangir he was appointed Governor of Gujarat. In the 22nd 
year (1016 A.H.; 1607-08 A.D.) he was again sent 7 as Governor of 
the Panjab. I11 the 6th year when Lahore was assigned as the fief of 
Murtada Khan Shaikh Farid, Qulij Khan returned to the Court, and 
was* appointed Governor of Kabul in place of Khan Dauriin, and 
deputed to put down Alidad Raushani and to settle Afghanistan. 
The year of his death 9 is given by the words: — 

Al mant jasr F iisalii al-habiba ‘Alt al-babibia 

(Death is the bridge uniting the lower and the beloved: 1023). 

1 Op. cit., Text, pp. 715. 720, translation, pp. 1066, 1073. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 721, translation, p. 1077. The increase in liis rank to 

4,5oo is also mentioned on p. 1076 of the translation. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 744, translation, p. 1112. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 762, translation, p. 1140. 

5 Op. cit.. Text, p. 798, translation, p. 1196. 

6 Roger & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri, p. 21. 

7 Op. cit., p. 135. 

8 Op. cit., pp. 198, 199. His rank at the time of this appointment was 
increased to 6,000 with 5. 000 horse. 

9 Op. cit., p. 253, where it is recorded that he was 80 years old at the 
time of his death. 
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Qullj Khiin was very pious and ascetic, and was a bigoted Sunni. He 
was constantly occupied in theological studies. It is stated that 
during the days of his governorship of Lahore he used to spend on 
watch of the day in a Madrasa reading theology and studying commen¬ 
taries and Traditions. He laboured hard in propagating religion. 
The people of Lahore in the hope of becoming known to him and 
attaining their objects studied theology with great diligence. Qullj 
Khan had a poetical vein 1 , and his nom-de-plume was Ulfatt. This 
quatrain is his: — 


Quatrain 

A lover cherishes the desire for union, 

The Sufi keeps the amulet exposed over his cloak. 

I am the follower of that one, who aloof from all 
Ever keeps the heart warm, the eyes moist. 

It is stated that when in the last days (of the Emperor) he, in 
compliance with the summons of Emperor Akbar travelled from Lahore 
to Agra in six days, Khwaja Abul Hasan 7 of Turbat was getting into 
prominence. One day the Khwaja remarked, “His Majesty’s skirt is 
of double \vool, while mine is only single, and how wide and large the 
former is,” Qullj Khan retorted, “Khwaja, beneath your skirt are 
some hamlets and waste places (eband kul an kor ), while beneath His 
Majesty’s is a universe; that is why the Emperor has so loose a skirt. 
The explanation is quite simple.” 

It is recorded in the Dhakhlrat-ul-Khwanin' 1 that the author had 

t See Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, Text, III, pp. 188, 189, and Haig’s tran¬ 
slation, III, pp. 263, 264, where some couplets o£ his are recorded. 

2 He was Prince Daniyal's Vazir and DiuHn of the Deccan during Akbar’s 
reign. For his life see Maalhir-nl-Umaril, Text, I, pp. 737-739, Beveridge’s 
translation, I, pp. 128-130. In the translation the fact of his being the Vazir 
of Prince Daniyal has been left out. 

3 This work is hitherto unknown, sec Beveridge, Maatbir-ul-UmarS, 
translation, I, p. 7, note 4. 
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heard from Muhammad Sa'id, son of Mlran Qulij the brother’s son of 
Qulij Khan—who was unequalled for his faith and purity, truthfulness 
and accuracy, and from his piety and great respect for religion was 
regarded as the Mujtahid of the age—that “In the year 1000 A.H. 
( I 59 1 ' 9 2 A.D.) when Jaunpur was assigned to Qulij Khan in fief, he 
started to lay the foundations for a building. In digging for the 
foundation a cemented dome came into view. In my presence Qulij 
Khan spent ten days from morning to c-vening, in company with a 
number of noblemen and officers of that city, till the dome was fully 
visible. Qulij Khan broke the lock weighing a maund which was set 
on its iron door, and entered the dome in company with a huge 
crowd. A man with a grizzled beard and of a wheaty complexion 
was found seated opposite the Qtbla in the fashion of Jogts. On the 
noise of the opening of the door, and of the men entering the dome, 
he raised his head, and asked in I Iindl language—“Has the incarna¬ 
tion of Raja Ram Chand taken place.” They answered—“It had.” 
He asked—-“Has Sica, whom Rawan had carried off, come into the 
hands of Ram Chand?” They replied—“She had.” He asked— 
“Has Krishna Avatar appeared in Mathura.” They replied—“It was 
four thousand years ago that he came and departed.” He asked— 
“Has Muhammad the real of the prophets appeared in Arabia?” 
They replied—“It is a thousand years ago that he departed from the 
world, and his Faith has rendered vain all other Faiths.” He asked— 
“Is the river Ganges still flowing?” They replied—“It is the glory 
of the world.” He then asked them to carry him outside. Qulij 
Khan set up seven tents close together, and every day the Jogi changed 
from one to the other. On the 8th day he came out, and said his 
prayers according to the rites of Islam. By sleep and food he became, 
a different man. He lived for six months. He spoke to no one.” 

Though in the world of Divine Power such things, and even greater 
than these are not impossibe; but this story is not such as one may 
reckon possible, but strange; it is, however, contrary to reason. Still 
as the narrator was not unreliable, it has been recorded, Qulij Khan 
had a family, and many of them attained to high offices. Of his sons 
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Mlrza Snif Ullah and Mirza Chin Qullj received suitable ranks during 
the reign of Emperor Akbar. A separate account' of Chin Qullj has 
been included. 


QULIJ KHAN KHWAJA ‘ABID 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 120-123). 

He was the son of ‘Alam Shaikh—a leader of the learned and 
great men of Samarkand—son of Allah Dad, son of ‘Abdur Rahman 
Shaikh ‘Azizan. The latter took up residence in the city of Samar¬ 
kand, and applied himself in the instruction of the religious minded 
people. It is stated that his lineage is connected with Shaikh Shahab- 
ud-Dfn 2 Suhrawardf, May the Almighty have pity on him ! The said 
Khan having completed his education in Samarqand went to Bokhara, 
and was at first appointed a Qazl, and later S hat kh-ul-I slam. In the 
29th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he with a view to going on 
pilgrimage of the holy places, came to Kabul and from there reached 
India. He paid his respects to the Emperor, and was allowed to 
depart after receiving a robe of honour and Rs. 6,000 in cash. He 
returned after performing the pilgrimage. 

During the time when Prince Aurangzib started from the Deccan 
to Upper India to enquire after the health of his father, Khwaja ‘Abid 
was honoured by promotion to the rank of 3,000 with 500 horse, 
and the title of Khan. After the battle with Maharaja Jaswant Singh 
lie was promoted to the rank of 4,000 with 700 horse 3 . In the 4th 
year he was appointed to the office of Sadr Kttll. In the 7th year he 
was exalted by the advance of his rank to 4,000 with 1,500 horse 1 . 

1 Adaatbir-ul-Untarii, Text, III, pp. 351-354, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 

434 . 435 , 

2 For his account see Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894)^,360. 

3 The grant of title of IJhan is recorded in ‘ Alamgirnama, p. 51, and the 
rank of 4,000 with 700 horse on p. 76. 

4 Op. of., p. 855. 
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In the 10th year he was removed from office 1 , but was later appointed 
Governor of Ajmer, and received a robe of honour, an elephant and a 
standard. In the 14th year he was transferred as Governor 3 of the pro¬ 
vince of Multan. In the 18th year he was transferred from there and 
returned to the Court' 1 , and on appointment as the leader of the 
pilgrims* he left for Mecca. In the 23rd year he was awarded in 
absentia the title of Qulij Khan 8 . Later he arrived at the Court, and 
was deputed 6 , in the 24th year, with Shah ‘Alam Bahadur for pursuing 
Sultan Muhammad Akbar, who having shown signs of rebellion had 
taken to flight. As he returned to the Court without the prince’s 
permission, he was for a time the object of censure 7 . After his trans¬ 
gressions had been forgiven, he was, in the same year, appointed 8 a 
second time to the high office of Sadr Knll on the death of Ridvl 
Khan. In the 25th year on being deputed to the Deccan campaign 
he was granted a drum 9 . Later, when the Emperor arrived in the 
Deccan, lie was in the 29th year appointed Governor 1 " of the province 
of Zafarabad, Bedar. 

During the time when Emperor Aurangzlb started from Sholapur, 
with the intention of reducing Bljapur, Qulij Khan came to the 
Presence 11 and did homage. He was granted a bow and a quiver, and 
from the neighbourhood of Bljapur was deputed 12 for preparing 
entrenchments. The fort, however, was surrendered by treaty. In 
the 30th year 1097 A.H. (1685-86 A.D.) when emperor Aurangzlb 
marched towards Haidarabiid, lie after reaching near the fort of Gol- 
konda (Golconda) ordered that the dependants of the besieged, who 
were encamped outside the walls of the fort, should be annihilated. 
The said Khan by great exertions during this expedition reached the 


I 

Maatbir-i-'Alamgm, p. 62. 



2 

Op. cit„ p. 110. 

3 

Op. cit., p. 141. 

4 

Op. tit., p. 143. 

5 

Op. cil., p. 185. 

6 

Op. fit., p. 203. 

7 

Op. cit., p. 205. 

8 

Op. cit., p. 207. 

9 

Op. lit., p. 214, 

Jo 

Op. cil., p. 263. 

11 

Op. cit., p. 275. 

12 

Op. cit., p. 278. 
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fort by rapid marches. There he was struck by a cannon hall on the 
shoulder, and his hand was blown off. He exhibited great self-control, 
and rode back to his camp. Jumdat-ul-Mulk Asad Khan, who was 
deputed to enquire and comfort him, found on arrival surgeons busy 
removing splinters of bones from his shoulder, and he kneeling firmly 
was busily conversing with those present without a frown on his face. 
He was drinking a cup of coffee with his second hand, and said that 
an expert stitcher had luckily been found. Although all possible steps 
were taken for his treatment, his life could not be saved'. His elder 
son was GhazT-ud-Dln Khan Bahadur Firiiz jang, whose account 1 2 and 
those of his two brothers Mu‘izz-ud-Daulah Hamid Khan Bahadur 3 , 
and Nasir-ud-Daulah ‘Abdur Rahim Khan 4 have been separately 
included. One of his sons was Mujahid Khan Khwaja Muhammad 
'Arif; he was with the said Flruz Jang, and rose to a suitable rank. 
Another was Muhamid Khan who did not rise to any high rank; 
both of them died early in life. 

QULTJ KHAN TOR AN! 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 92-95). 

In his youth Qulfj Khan was a servant of the ‘Abdullah Kh an 
Zakhmi 5 , and was one of his intimate followers. Later during the 
days when Shah Jalian, the heir-apparent, was still a prince, he entered 
his service. When Shah Jahan entered Telingana with the object of 
proceeding to Bengal, QulTj Khan’s elder brother Khan Qull Bahadur 
—who had a higher rank and mansab — displayed great devotion and 

1 Maathir-i-'Alamgtri, pp. 289, 290. 

2 Maatbir-ul-Umartf. Text, II, pp. 872-879, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
5 8 7 -5 9 2. 

3 Maathir-ulUmara, Text, III, pp. 765-769, Beveridge & Prashad’s tran¬ 
slation, I, pp. 610, 611. 

4 Maathir-ul Umara, Text, III, pp. 835-837, translation antca. pp. 385-387. 

5 Probably Abdullah Kban FirCtz Jang for whom sec Maatbir-ul-U mara, 
Text, II, pp. 777-789. Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 97-105. 
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self-sacrifice in the battle against Mlrzii Muhammad son of Afdal 
Khan who having deserted the Prince’s force was proceeding to 
Bijapur. Khan Qull and his adversary were both killed. In all the 
campaigns Qullj Khan was attached to the royal stirrups. Immediate¬ 
ly after the accession he was 1 promoted to the rank of 2,500 with 
2,000 horse, and was appointed Governor of Delhi in place of Mukhtar 
Khan. In the 2nd year he was transferred as Governor of Allahabad 2 , 
and in the 5th year 3 appointed Governor of Multan. When in the 
11 th year ‘All Martian Khan Zeg, out of disloyalty to the Shah of 
Iran, handed over the fort of Qandahilr to Emperor Shah Jahan, Qullj 
Khan was promoted to the rank of 5,000 and deputed to the govern¬ 
ment of that border tract 4 . I'or a long time he ably administered 
that area, and made suitable arrangements for its government. He 
got possession of forts and strong places in the country and did not 
spare himself in punishing the rebellious and seditious elements. 

It is stated that -when Qullj Khan after conquering Zamln Da war 
turned to take the fort of Bust, the commandant Mihrab Khan—who 
was one of the ablest and most courageous officers of the Shall— 
vigorously defended it by guns, muskets and using other similar means 
of defence. Qullj Mian by the force of his arms and bravery was the 
first to enter the fort, and killed every Iranian who came up to oppose 
him, Mihrab Khan with a few men recreated into the citadel, and 
sheltered himself there. When as a result of mines exploding under 
the outer deEenccs (Sbcr Hdji), a way was opened up, Mihrab Khan 
asked for quarter and came out. Qullj Khan out of clemency and 
large-hcartedness, granted him his wish to retire to Iran. In the 13th 
year, when Malik Hamza, the governor of Slstan at the instigation of 
•Abdal, the Zamlndar of Qandahar, sent a force and created a commo¬ 
tion there, Qullj Khan sent a body of troops to pursue it. This force 

1 Badshiihndma, I, pt. i, p. 118. His appointment as Governor of Delhi is 
recorded on p. 126. 

2 Op, cit.. p. 255. His rank was also raised by 500 with 5 °° horse. 

3 Op. cit., p. 427. 4 Badshabndma, II, p. 35. 
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destroyed the embankment (band) on which depends tlie entire 
cultivation of Sistan, and returned. He also seized ‘Abdal and 
executed him 1 . In the 14th year, Qulij Khan returned to the Court 
frem Qandahar, and was again appointed 2 Governor of Multan. In the 
17th year on the transfar of Sa'id Khan Firiiz Jang he was exalted to 
the high office of the Governor of the Panjab 3 . He rendered valuable 
services in the Balkh and Badakhshan campaign. When Prince 
Murad Bakhsh returned to Kabul, the charge of the province of 
Badakhshan 4 at the recommendation of the Prime Minister Sa‘d 
Ullah Khan, was assigned to him. He again did good service in 
chastising the Altnanan. In the 23rd year he was deputed 3 with 
Prince Muhammad Aurang2lb Bahadur to the Qandahar expedition, 
and with Rustam Khan Deccan! was conspicuous for his brave and 
courageous exploits in the battle against the Iranians. As a result his 
rank was increased to 5,000 with 5,000 horse, two-and three-horse, 
and he was appointed Governor of Kabul®. In the 27th year corres¬ 
ponding to 1064 A.H. (1654 A.D.) he died in his fief of Bhera 7 in 
the Sindhsagar Duab. He had no son. Khanjar Khan, his son-in-law 
was appointed to the rank of 1,500 foot and horse, and a suitable 
pension was sanctioned to his dependants. It is stated that he always 
had in his service 1,000 Uzbeg troopers wearing genuine heron- 
plumes. Though there was much praying and fasting in his camp, 
gambling, sodomy, drinking and fornication were also prevalent. 
Prostitutes always formed a part of his camp. He erected inns 

all along the way from Lahore to Multan. He bought the houses 
adjoining the sacred tomb of the Shaikh ul-Isliitn Shaikh Baha’-ud-Din 

t Op. cit., pp. 170-172. 

2 Op. cit., p 234. 3 Op. cit., p. 356. 

4 Op. cit. p. 564. 

5 'Amal Salih, III, p. 71. 6 Op. cit., p. 100. 

7 Op. cit., Ill, p. 181, where It is stated that news was received of Qulij 

Khan’s death on 15th Safr, 1064 A.H. (5th January, 1634 A.D.). The place 
is Bhera in the Panjab and not Behra as in the text. 
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Zikaria 1 , which was very confined, and enlarged and improved it. It 
is stated that even at the height of his prosperity he was always 
respectful to ‘Abdullah Khan, and never wrote to him without the 
superscription ‘Arddasbt (Petition). 

QURAISH SULTAN 2 3 OF KASHGHAR 
(Vol, III, pp. 61, 62). 

Kashghar is a country belonging to the 6th clime, and is extremely 
flourishing. To the north of it are the hills of Mnghalistan. That 
boundary is connected' 1 with Shash (Tashkhand), and it also adjoins 
Turfan, and passing from there it joins the Qalmaq territory. From 
Shash to Turfan is a three months’ journey. On the west also it has 
a long range mountains from which start the Mughalistan hills. On 
its east and south is a descry and ridges of moving sand. The lineage 
of Quraish Sultan goes back to the Great Qaan 4 as follows. Quraish 
Sultan was the son of Sultan ‘Abdur Rashid Khan, son of Sultan Abu 
Sa'Id Khan son of Sultan Ahmad Khan commonly known as Alabeha 
Khan, son of Yunus Khan, son of Owais Khan, son of Slier ‘Ali 
Oghlan, son of Kliidr Khwaja Khan, son of Tughluq Timur Khan, 
son of Alsanuqd Khan, son of Dava Khan, son of Yaraq Khan, son 
of Bisun Khln Tua, son of Mawatgiin, sou of Chaghata’I Khan, son 
of Chingiz Khan Qutlugh 5 . Nigar Khanam, mother of Emperor 
Babur was the daughter of Yunus Khan. When ‘Abdur Rashid Khan 

1 For his life see Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 edn.), p. 
97. He was a famous saint of Multan, and apparently Qulij Khan had his tomb 
enlarged while he was Governor of Multan. 

2 Blochmann in A'in, I (2nd edn.), p. 511, has given a free translation of 
the above account under Shah Muhammad son of Quraish Sultan. The genea¬ 
logical tree of the Chaghta’i family published on p. 512, is based on Akbarnama , 
Text, III, p. 553, and Tarikh-i-Rashidi. 

3 Adapted from Tarikh-i-Rashidi, sec Flias & Ross’s translation, p. 394. 

4 Great Qaan, is Chingiz Khan. 

5 Various readings of the names are given in Tarikh-i-Rashidi, Akbarnama 
and Blochmann. 
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died, die government of Kashghar came to ‘Abdul Karim Khan the 
elder brother of Quraish Sultan. He acted in accordance with his 
father’s will, and treated his brothers with kindness and regard. 
Meanwhile a quarrel arose between Khudabanda son of Quraish 
Sultan and his uncle Muhammad Khan. Khudabanda hastened to 
Kirghiz, and with the help of the people of the place took possession 
of Turfan and the adjacent territory. The Khan became suspicious 
of Quraish Sultan, and sent him off to the Hijaz. He went with his 
wife and children to Badakhshan, and from there proceeded to Balkh, 
and with the permission of ‘Abdullah Khan migrated to India. In 
the 34th year he waited upon the Emperor Akbar, and was exalted 
with royal favour 1 . In the 37th year corresponding to 1000 A.H. 
(1592 A.D.) he died at Hajlpur of abdominal pains 2 . He had 
attained the rank of 700. After him his sons were suitably provided 
(by the Emperor). 


QUTB-UD-DIN KHAN a 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 56-59). 

He was the brother of Shams-ud-Dln Khan Atga, and one of the 
great officers of Emperor Akbar. He held the high rank of 5,000. 
During the time when his fief was in the Panjab 4 5 , lie built several 
grand holy buildings—which were a monument of this great officer- 
in the great city of Lahore. In the 9th year 3 he hastened to Kabul 

1 The account of Quraish Sultan’s career in Badakhshan etc. is taken from 
AkbarnSma, Text. Ill, p. 556. translation, III, p. 844. He was appointed to a 
rank of 700 after his arrival in India. 

z Akbarnama, Text, p. 610, translation, p. 981, where it is stated that he 
died of diarrhoea. 

3 Blochmann, A’in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 353, 354. For his brother Shams- 
ud-Din generally known as Atga !£han see Blochmann, pp. 337, 338, and 
Maathir-nl-Umara, Text, II, pp. 531, 535. 

4 Akbarndma, Text, II, p. 193, Beveridge's translation, II, p. 299. 

5 Op, cit., Text, II, p. 239, translation, p. 361. The visit to Qhazni is 
recorded on p. 241 of the text, and on p. 364 of the translation. 
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to assist Mirza Muhammad Hakim. He went to Gh azni—which 
was his native place—and showed great kindness to his clansmen and 
kinsmen, whether near or far. He also built a house and established 
a garden there and then returned. When the Panjab was taken from 
the Atga Khd, Qutb-ud-Din was granted Mfilwa*. After the con¬ 
quest of Gujarat he was granted Sarkar Broach as his jagtr. Broach 
is situated to the south of Ahmadahad, and has a fort situated on the 
bank of Narbada just before it opens into the sea; it is regarded as 
one of the sca-ports of Gujarat. Afterwards he came to the Court, 
and received 1 2 3 the high rank of 5,000. As he showed signs of 
greatness and understanding, in the 24th year he was 3 appointed 
guardian of Prince Sultan Salim, and received a daqit robe of honour— 
a very high honour of the Tlmurid dynasty—and the citle of Beglar 
Begi, which is one of the chief titles bestowed by this family. Out 
of gratitude for these great benefactions he arranged a grand banquet, 
and begged the Emperor to grace it with his presence. Emperor 
Akbar in this gathering placed Prince Salim on his shoulder, and 
thereby added materially to his glory and good fortune. Shortly 
afterwards the settlement of the Broach Sarkar 4 5 up to Nadhurbar was 
entrusted to him. In the 28th year 991 A.H. (1583 A.D.) Sultan 
Muzaffar made Gujarat a hot bed of rebellion, and Qutb-ud-Din, who 
in spice of his wisdom and foresight, had become 3 negligent, did not 
exert himself to remedy the situation. Though the Pattan officers 
wrote that the rebels were attacking his fief and dominion, and to 
deal with their insurrection he should proceed there quickly, but he 
delayed, and did not render efficient service. When he was censured 
from the Court, he sent an army against the enemy, but this force 

1 The expulsion of the Atga Khel from the Panjab and the grant of 
Malwa to Qutb-ud-Din arc recorded on pp. 332, 333 of the text and p. 487 of 
the translation. 

2 Akbarnamj , Text, III, p. 184, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 257. 

3 Op. cit., Text, pp. 274, 275, translation, p. 401. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 280, translation, p. 410. 

5 Op. cit., Text, p. 409, translation, p. 507, 
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was defeated and returned. At this time after making proper arrange¬ 
ments for the safety of the Broach fort, he himself came forward. 
His well-wishers represented that it was neither right to treat lightly 
a great rebellion, nor was it proper to ignore the soldiery, rather it 
was the occasion to lavish gold freely (on the soldiers) and win their 
hearts, but he paid no heed to them. When Sultan Muzaffar app¬ 
roached and the two armies were drawn up, many of his men deserted 
and went over to the enemy. Consequently Qiitb-ud-Dln was obliged 
to withdraw with his clansmen to the enclosed city of Baroda, Qutb- 
ud-Din because of his greed for his possessions and love of life had 
not the courage to expose his life, and so entertained the idea of peace. 
He sent Zain-ud-Dln Kanbu with the proposal that he might be 
allowed to depart to the I lijaz with his possessions. He did not 
realize that wealth was accumulated in order to preserve honour, and 
life was only worth living when it was honourable. He brought 
eternal disgrace on his head by appearing before Sultan Muzaffar after 
securing a document of capitulation. The Sultan wickedly violated 
the agreement and handed him over to executioners who put him to 
death 1 . 

It is stated that the seditious nature and faithlessness of the Sultan 
were patent to Qutb-ud-Dm Khan, but the destined Fate had blinded 
the eyes of his intelligence so that he at the words of such a perfidious 
person uselessly sacrificed his life. 

Verse 

When Death played for the stake of his life, 

Fate closed lus keen-sighted eyes. 

Of lus sons Naurang Khan was for a tunc at Akbar’s Court 
Later be was granted a fief in Mfilwa, and finally received a jiigti 
in Gujarat. In that province he performed good service till in the 

i Op. cii,, Text, pp. 421, 4translation, pp. 626-629 for a detailed 
account of Muz.ilFar’s campaign against Uroach anti of the death of Qutb-ud- 
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39th year lie died of a pain in his abdomen. The second son was 
Gujar Kh an 1 . He also had a jdgtr in Gujarat, and served in that 
province under Khan A‘zam Koka. 


QUTB-UD-DIN KHAN KHWHSHGI I 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 102-108). 

He was the second son of Nadhar Bahadur. As lie and his elder 
brother Shams-ud-Dln Khan quarrelled with one another while they 
were jointly employed in the Faujdart of Junagarh in Sorath, Emperor 
Shah Jahan sent Shams-ud-Dfn Khan to the Deccan, and made 
Qutb-ud-Din fief-holder and Faujdar of Pattan, Gujarat. When in 
the beginning of the illness of Emperor Shah Jahan, Prince Murad 
Bakhsh, Governor of the Suba of Gujarat through lack of comprehension 
and faint-heartedness lost patience and assumed sovereignty, the fief- 
holders and feudal chiefs of the province were obliged, willy-nilly, 
to obey and serve under him. Qutb-ud-Din 2 also joined him. In 
the battles against Jaswant and Data Shikoh 3 he rendered him good 
service. Later when that madcap fool fell a victim to the trickery of 
‘Alamgir, and was made a prisoner 4 at Mathura on qth Shawwal 
(25th June, 1658), Qutb-ud-Din two days after the event waited upon 
Aurangzib, and receiving a robe of honour was appointed Faujdar of 

1 Naurang Khan and Gujar Khan arc ofeen mentioned in Akbarnama, III, 
in connection with the campaigns in Gujarat under Khan A'zam. Naurang 
Khan's death is recorded on text p. 651 and translation, p. 1001, where he is 
stated to have died of diarrhoea at Junagarh. Naurang I^han arranged the 
translation of Babur’s Memoirs by Muhammad Quli Hissari, sec Rieu, Catalogue, 
II, p. 799. 

2 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, I, p. 294, for the part 
played by him in the murder of ‘Ali Naqi, Murad’s Vazir, after he joined the 
latter. For an account of Murad assuming royalty see the same work. II, pp, 
302-305. 

3 Battles of Dharmat and Samugarh. 

4 Vide Sir Jadunath’s detailed account, pp. 432-436. 
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Swath 1 . When the fugitive Dara Shikoh reached Tatta, and went 
by way of the desert with the design of entering Gujarat, which he 
believed to be without a force of leader who could oppose him, and 
at the advice of some persons went along the sea shore—a path that 
was untrodden, and consequently the road was very difficult and 
hard to traverse—into that country, and once again showing his 
independence created a disturbance, the officers and all auxiliaries of 
the area gathered round him. Qutb-ud-Dln, however, through far¬ 
sightedness and sagacious judgment did not during this tumult give 
up his allegiance to Aurangzib, and did not join Dara Shikoh. After 
the battle of Ajmer, when the helpless Dara Shikoh had again to fly, 
Qutb-ud-Din was rewarded with an increase in his mansab and the 
title of Khan 2 . 

When Rai Singh was defeated by his brother Ralmal—the 
Zamtndar of Jam, who was a feudatory chief of the Empire—the terri¬ 
tory on the latter’s death was assigned from the Court of his son Satr 
Sal. Rai Singh becoming presumptuous imprisoned his nephew, and 
took possession of the territory. Relying on the help of Tlmajl, the 
Zamtndar of Kach (Cutch), he expelled from all places the agents of 
Qutb-ud-Dln Khan, who had been deputed to collect the tribute of 
the territory. The Khan with nearly 8,ooo horse and a large infantry 
force started in the 5 th year from Junagarh. When he arrived 
near the city of Jam, that disagreeable person came out four kos to 
meet the Khan and erected entrenchments. For two months an arti¬ 
llery and musketry duel took place. At last the Khan one day fell 
on the infidels, and pressed them hard. Rai Singh, who was facing 
the Khan, lost his life together with his one son, his uncle and rcla. 
tions, and other officers, in all 300 persons. On all sides infidels were 
slain, and the rest fled. The city of Jam received the name of 
Islamnagar 3 . The Khan was rewarded with royal favours. Latter, he 

1 'Alatngtrnama, p. 146. 

2 'Alamgiriiitma, pp. 338, 339. 

3 For the expedition against Jam see 'Alamgirnama, pp. 768-775, 
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was deputed to the Deccan 1 , and under Mirza Raja Jai Singh and at 
the head of 7,000 horse he exerted himself greatly in devastating the 
territory of Sivaji. When after Slvaji’s submission, the Mirza Raja 
turned lus attention to the country of ‘Add Shah, the Khan was 
placed in charge of the rearguard. He repeatedly did great deeds in 
engaging the enemy. In the gth year he was summoned to the Court, 
and had the honour of paying his respects. His rank was increased 
by 500 2 . In the 10th year he was deputed under Muhammad Amin 
Khan Mir Bakbsh't for the chastisement of the Yusufza’l 3 Afghans. 
Later he was again transferred to the Deccan, and remained there till 
the end of his life. 

As he had become an old servant oE that territory, he behaved 
towards the governors on the principle of “slanting the jar and not 
spilling the contents.” This was specially so with Khan Julian who 
was greatly annoyed with him. Both sent petitions against one 
another to the Emperor. In the 20th year, 1088 A.H. (1677 A.D.) 
when governorship of the Deccan was transferred from Mian Jahan to 
Diler Khan, the said Khan under the new Governor was busy fighting 
against the Bijapuris, when lie died 4 . His dead body was conveyed 
to Qasur in the Panjab which was his home. 1 Ie was a prudent 
commander, in whom skill was combined with diplomacy. Khan 
Jahan was afraid of him. 

It is stated that in his later days his eyesight became very weak. 
Khan Jahan, as a result of his differences with him, reported that 
Qutb-ud-Din Khan had grown old and blind. The Khan, who was 
vigilant and clever, on hearing of it immediately married the daughter 
of an elephant driver, and contrived, by giving it publicity, that it 
should be included in the report of events, so that Klutn Jahan’s report 
might appear to be the result of enmity. He had four and two 
daughters. His eldest son Muhammad Khan, was the best of them. 

1 ' Alamgirnama, p. 827. 

2 Op, cit., p. 1033. The increase was 500 horse and his rank became 
3,300 with 3,000 horse. 

3 Op. cit., p. 1047. 


4 Aldalhir-i-‘Alamgiri, p. 161. 
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He was killed soon after his father’s death in the battle of 
Malkhair. The second Mustfa. Khan renounced his office and became 
a dervish. Both of them left behind a number of children. The 
other two Nizain-ud-Din and Fath-ud-Din left no descendants. 

Qutbpura, which was one of the noted quarters of Aurangabad was 
named after him. It is stated that this quarter was held by Klrat Singh 
son of Raja Jai Singh. He built an edifice and a large tank in it. Qutb- 
ud-Dln, in the days of his influence, claimed them as his hereditary 
property on the ground chat his father Nazar Muhammad during the 
siege of Daulatabad had settled there and laid the foundations of the 
quarter. He wanted to have it transferred to him from the Raja. 
There was'a case, and the matter was reported to the Emperor. An 
order assigning the land to the Khan was received from the Court. 
The Khan paid the price of the building to the Raja. Up to the 
present day, when none of his descendants are of any importance, they 
derive their livelihood from the income of this quarter. But his 
daughter’s descendants have endeavoured to secure employment, and 
have become known. One of them, a daughter’s son, Dost Muha¬ 
mmad by name, was an honest man, of a faqtr-\ike disposition and a 
lover of the poor. For a long time he held Tankll, Bcrar in fief, and 
so that pargana was known by his name. Later, his son after him 
received his father’s title and held that pargana. He was a noble- 
minded man of his times. He died a few years back. At present 
his brother’s son, Khweshgl Khan by name, has inherited those lands, 
and he also holds most of Qutbpura together with the old building, 
either through inheritance or by purchase. Considering the results 
of inheritance this quarter should have ceased to have any importance. 
But as the deceased Muchawwur Khan 1 KJiwCshgl—who was a high 
officer, and well known for his pleasing manners and noble quali¬ 
ties—when he came to the Deccan with Amlr-ul-Umara Husain All 
Khan, settled down there in view of his belonging to the same caste, 

i lor a more detailed account of Muchawwur Khan, see Maatbir-ul- 
Um.'.rli, Text, III, pp. 77^-793, translation antca pp. 333-343. 
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and having old connections with the family. He spent nearly thirty 
years in this place, and as a result of his efforts to develop it the 
place once again began to flourish. The late Muthawwur Kh an died 
on the first of Rabl‘ II, 1156 A.H. (4th May, 1743 A.D.), and was 
buried near his own house in Qutbpura. As his real name was 
Rahmat Khan, Mir Ghulam ‘All Azad Biigrami, at the request of the 
writer, composed a versified chronogram in reference to this name. 

Quatrain 

To Muthawwur Khan came the appointed time; 

The eternal garden became his stage. 

The guardian angel announced the date of his death ! 

May the Mercy of God be with him. 

(Rahmat aizid shdmil ao: 1156 A.H.; 1743 A.D.) 

QUTB-UD-DTN KHAN KHWESHGI II 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 126-130). 

Qutb-ud-Dln Khan KhweshgT’s alias was Bayazld. His father 
was Sultan Ahmad KhalafzaT’, daughter’s son of Nadhar Bahadur, 
and son-in-law of Jan Baz Khan Khweshgi. The father became famous 
and influential in the service of Prince Muhammad A'zam Shah. 
For some reason he retired from service, and took up residence in his 
native country. Later, on being summoned by the Emperor 1 he 
resolved again to serve him, but on the way he was attacked by 
madness, and died. He had four sons, viz., Husain Khan 2 —whose 
account has been given separately—, Bayazld Khan, Pir Khan and 
‘All Khan. The third did not prosper. The second was appointed 
to a high rank during the reign of Emperor Muhammad Shah, but 
he died young. His son Nur Khan became known as Shams Khan' 1 , 
and was appointed Faujddr of Duaba Baht (Bist) Jalandhar (Jullundur). 

1 Emperor Aurangzib, see Maatkir-ul-Umar 3 , Text, I, p. 600. 

2 MaatbiT-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 600-605, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion, I, pp. 641-643. 

3 According to Irvine, Journ, As. Soc. Bengal, LXIII, p. 132, his name 
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Ac the time the turbulent tribe of Sikhs plundered the country 
from Lahore to near Delhi and spread anarchy in the area. Having 
defeated the forces of Wazir Khan 1 Fanjdar of Sirhind they took 
possession of the city. When Shams-ud-Din Khan became the 
Faujddr, he started with 5,000 horse, and a large number of gentlefolk 
and craftsmen of all types from the Muhammadan population—who 
had collected together to wage a religious war and vied with one 
another in their zeal to wage war against the infidels even to the 
extent of sacrificing their lives—-and encountered the Sikh forces. An 
engagement took place at Rahon seven kos distant from Sultanpur. 
After much firing of cannon and throwing stones with slings the 
infidels were terrified, and many were slain by the sword. The 
frightened Sikhs entered the RahSn fort, and after striving hard in 
vain for some days to hold the siege fled 2 . Later through courage 
and bravery or rather through God-given fortune he defeated them in 
twenty two battles. Later, Muhammad Amin Khan Chin Bahadur 
was appointed by the Emperor to go with the advance army, and 
after he reached Sirhind, Shams-ud-Din Khan out of pride did not 
have recourse to him, and independently went on chastising the Sikhs, 
and conquered the Sirhind fort. Muhammad Amin wrote to the 
Emperor that Shams Khan’s head, on account of the force that he had 
with him, was full of dangerous designs and that he should not be 
trusted. The officers of the State overlooked his claims, and he who 
expected to be rewarded was dismissed. 

according to Dariishmand Khan was Shamsher fjdjwcshgi, and he was made 
Shams-ud-Din Khan on joining the imperial service and given the rank of 500 
with 150 horse, 

1 His name was Muhammad Jan, but later he received the title of Kar 
Talab Khan and finally of Wazir Khan. He had the rank of 3,090, see Irvine, 
loc. cit., p, 122, note 3. His forces were defeated at a plain between Alwan 
Sara’i and Banur some 10-12 miles north-cast of Sirhind on 24th Rabi' I, 1122 
A.H. (22nd May, 1710 A,D.), vide Irvine, p. 123. 

2 Irvine’s account, pp. 126, 127, is apparently taken verbatim from 
Mddthir. Later successes of Shams Khan are noted on pp, 132, 133. 


7° 
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But Bayazld Khan was a man of the world and an opportunist. 
While holding a minor mansab he was able to obtain the appointment 
of a Faujdar, When Bahadur Shah marched to give battle to Muha¬ 
mmad A‘zam Shah, Bayazld Khan paid his respects and joined his 
forces. After the victory he was rewarded by appointment to a high 
rank and received the title of Qutb-ud-Din Khan. Later he gained 
access to Prince ‘AzIm-ush-Shan, and as a result was appointed Faujdar 
of Jammu, 

When the Guru (Bandah) who was the chief and leader of the 
Sikhs went from Lohgarh to the ice-mountains 1 , but could not remain 
there from fear of the imperial troops, and after traversing many 
defiles and gorges came out by way of Ra’ipur and Bahrampur. Qutb- 
ud-Dln Khan was 16 kos to the west by north of Ra’TpCir, and by a 
strange coincidence his brother’s son Shams Khan, who had been 
transferred from the Duab, came to his uncle to take leave. On 
hearing the news Qutb-ud-Din Khan immediately sent Shahdad Kh an 
the brother-in-law of Shams Khan with 1,500 horse to protect Ra’ipur, 
and himself proceeded with 900 horse in company with Shams Khan. 
They had gone half way and were occupied in hunting when news was 
received that the leader of those audacious people was close at hand. 
Qutb-ud-Din was of the opinion that they should hasten to Ra’ipur 
and attack the Guru with the whole force. Shams Khan, however, 
who had several times defeated them, did not worry about them, and 
started after them. He did not use his artillery, but galloped to the 
attack. When the forces met, and the Sikhs heard Shams Khan's 
name, they thought the only course left was to escape with their lives, 
and fled. Shams Khan followed them. Though Qutb-ud-Din 
Khan urged that this victory should be regarded as providential, and 
they should only after collecting their forces proceed to extirpating the 
enemy, but Shams Khan out of youthful impetuosity and pride for 


1 Mountains in the Nahan State in the Panjab, vide Irvine, p. 140. por 
the siege of Lohgarh see Irvine, pp. 137-140 and Madthir-ul-U mard. Text, III, 
pp. 672-674. 
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his own valour would not turn the rein. The Shiks perceived the 
smallness of the pursuing force and turned back. They fought with 
small arms, and a sharp engagement took place. Finally when their 
arms grew tired they threw away their swords and attacked each other 
with their teeth. At last Shams Khan was killed 1 , and Qutb-ud-Dln 
became insensible as a result of many wounds. Only a few Afghans 
with the elephants of the two leaders remained there. The Kafirs at 
times dragged the two elephants, and again the Afghans attacked and 
rescued them. Meanwhile Shahdad Khan, who had been coming 
from Ra’ipur to welcome (Qutb-ud-Dln and Shams Khan), heard of 
what had happened. He galloped hard, and arrived in the nick of 
time. Those miscreants believed that Shams Khan had now come, 
and dispersing like the stars of the Bear (the Great Bear constellation), 
fled. Shahdad Khan considering return advisable retired to Ra’ipur. 
After three days Qutb-ud-Dln died. The bodies of both were convey¬ 
ed to their native place and buried. This Shahdad Khan later attained 
great promotion in this reign; a separate account 2 of his career has 
been given. Qutb-ud-Dln Khan had no son. 


QUTB-UD-DIN KHAN 3 SHAIKH KHOBAN 
(Vol, III, pp. 66-68). 

lie was the daughter’s son of Shaikh Salim of Fathpur. His 
father was a Shaikhzada of Bada’on, and was a foster-brother of 
Emperor Jahangir. When Jahangir in the days of his princehood 
went to Allahabad, and through presumption and being led astray 
began seizing territory, he gave Shaikh Khuban the title of Qutb-ud- 
Dln Khan, and appointed him Governor of Bihar. After his accession 

1 In Irvine, p. 141, Shams Khan’s death is mentioned, but the place of the 
battle is not indicated. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umarti , Text, II, pp. 711-715. 

3 Blochmann, A'm, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 557 * 558 . For Shaildi Salim Chishti’s 
life sec Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1893 cdn.), p. 338. 
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he raised him 1 to the rank of 5,000 and appointed him Governor of 
Bengal. As the turbulence and seditious-mindedness of Sh£r Afgan 
Khan Istalju—who had his fief in Burdwan in Bengal—had been 
repeatedly reported to the Emperor, or because of his wife Mihrun- 
Nisa Begam of whom the Emperor was enamoured, as has been 
detailed in the account of Slier Afgan—the Emperor when sending 
off Qutb.ud-Dln gave him a hint that if he found Slier Afgan loyal 
and obedient he should let him remain, otherwise he should send him 
to the Court. Should the latter object to coming, he should punish 
him. When Qutb-uddDm Khan reached Bengal, he because of Slier 
Afgan’s manners and dealings became suspicious, and although he sent 
for him, the latter, as he had been informed by his agent’s letter of 
what had taken place (at the Court) offered unsubstantial excuses for 
not coming. Qutb-ud-Dln started by rapid marches for Burdwan. 
He sent ahead his sister’s son Shaikh Ghiyatha to ascertain what was 
in Sher Afgan’s mind, and to tell him that they had come to collect the 
tributes due from the Zamtndars of the district, and that he should 
assist them in this work. Ghiyatha by honied words and cajolery so 
represented matters as to make Sher Afgan feel sure that no trickery 
was intended. He came unattended to welcome (Qutb-ud-DTn). 
When the latter heard that Slier Afgan was coming, lie instructed his 
confidential followers to put Sh?r Afgan to death as soon as Qutb-ud- 
Dln gave the signal by raising his whip. Sher Afgan came with two 
men, and respectfully held an interview. The men from all sides 
pressed round, ShSr Afgan remarked, “What sort of a demeanour is 
this?” Qutb-ud-D 7 n held back his men, and advancing a few steps 
started talking to him. Sher Afgan realizing from Qiitb-ud-Din’s 
manner that treachery was in the offing became aggressive. It is 
stated that Qutb-ud-Din during the interview with Sher Afgan had 
been so impressed by his polished manners that he had given up all 
idea of harming him. When he raised his hand to keep back his 
men, they mistook it for the arranged signal and became active. 


1 


Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuznk-i-Jah 3 ngirt, I, p. 7 &. 
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Sher Afgan being compelled drew his sword, and so smote the belly 
of Qutb-ud-Din—who was very corpulent that his bowels gushed out. 
Qutb-ud-Din holding his belly with both hands cried out with a loud 
voice that they should not allow the disloyal person to escape. Ablh 
Khan Kashmiri—who was a high officer, and was well known for his 
bravery and courage—urged on his horse, and struck with his sword 
Sher Afgan on the head. Slier Afgan in his turn struck Ablh Khan 
hard with his sword and killed him. Meanwhile Qutb-ud-DTn Khan’s 
servants gathered round from all sides, and finished ShCr Afgan with 
the sword of retribution. Qutb-ud-Din Khan remained on liorsc-back 
long enough to hear the news that Sher Afgan had been killed. Then 
he gave way. He, however, sent Ghiyathai to Burdwan to confiscate 
Slier Afgan’s property and to bring his family. He himself started 
off in a palanquin, but died after traversing a short distance. His 
body was conveyed to bath pur SlkrT. This happened in 1016 A.H. 
(1607 A.D.) in the and year of Emperor Jahangir’s reign 1 . 

QUTLUQ QADAM KHAN QARAWAL 2 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 52, 53). 

In his early life he was a servant of Mlrza Karnran. Later he 
attached himself to the saddle-straps of Emperor Humayftn. During 
the reign of Emperor Akbar lie rose to a high rank. In the 19th 

1 The account is adapted from Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri. I, pp. 113-115. hora 
critical account of Slier Afgan and his murder see Beni Prasad, History of 
Jahangir, pp. 174, 175. where most of the relevant authorities are. cited. Sher 
Afgan’s tomb is at Burdwan vide Abdul Wali, Journ. As. Soc. Bengal (N.S.) 
XIII, pp. 184-186 (1917). Also see Beni Prasad. ZVoe. Indian Historical Records 
Commission, IV, pp. iy-25 (Calcutta, 1922). 

2 See Blochmann, A’in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 477, 478. His name there is 
given as “Qutlugh Qadam I£han Akhta-begi”, and his name is explained as the 
Khan of Qadarn-i-mnbarak, the name given to stones with the impression of the 
foot of the Prophet. A Qarawal, according to Irvine, Army of the Indian 
Moghuls, pp. 189, 225, is a huntsman in peace, and a scout or skirmisher in 
war. Blochmann’s account contains further details about Qutlugh Qadam Khan. 
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year he was deputed with Mun'Im Beg Khan Khanan to Bengal, and 
there looked after the affairs of the State. He rose to the rank of 
i ,000, and died at his appointed time. His son Asad Khan was sent 
with Prince Sultan Murad to the Deccan, and in the 46th year he 
was with Shaikh Abul Fadl when the latter halted near the tank of 
Qutlugh 1 . At that place he was struck by a cannon ball fired from 
the fort of Daulatabad. His abdomen was so badly torn that his 
entrails came out. He, however, did not lose his self-control, but 
died at midnight. 


RADAWI KHAN SAIYID ‘ALT 
(Vol. II, pp. 307-309). 

He was the second son of Sadr-us-Sadur Mlran Saiyid Jalal Bokhari 2 
of whom a separate account has been given. When Emperor Shah 
Jahan in the 20th year of his reign proceeded from the Capital towards 
Kabul, he left Saiyid Jalal,—who was very ill at the time—in the 
Capital, and took Saiyid ‘All with him for carrying on the work as 
his father’s deputy' 1 . After his father’s death Saiyid ‘All’s rank was 
increased 4 to 1,000 with 200 horse. In the 21st year he was exalted 
by a further increase of 500 with 200 horse. In the 22nd year he 
was appointed Superintendent of the jewel-room, and of the precious 
vessels. In the same year he had an increase of 500 with 50 horse. 
In the 24th year he was removed from this office, and appointed 
Superintendent of the library and picture gallery in succession to the 
late Mir Salih Khushnavts. In the 25th year he was favoured by an 

He is, however, incorrect in identifying him with Qutlu or Qatlu I£hfm Afghan 
of the Tabaqat (see Dc’s translation. III, p. 562) to whom Shaikh Farid was sent 
for negotiating a peace in the 29th year. 

1 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 795, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 1192. His 
name there is given as Payinda khan. See also Beveridge’s note 2 on the same 
page. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 447-451, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion, I, pp. 737-740. 

3 Badsbahnama, II, p. 638. 


4 Op. tit., p. 682, 
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increase of 150 horse, and in the 28th year his rank by promotion 
became 2,500 with 500 horse. He also received the title of Ridavl 
Khan, and was appointed Bakbsht and Reporter of the province of 
Ahmadabad in succession to Dost Kam—, and he was in addition the 
A mitt (revenue agent) of that province 1 . In the 30th year he on transfer 
returned to the Court, and was appointed Reporter of the provinces. 
When the affairs of the State came into the hands of Aurangzlb, he 
joined him, and in the 2nd year received an annual pension of 
Rs. i2,ooo 2 , and retired. In the 5th year he was reinstated 2 , and 
granted the rank of 2,500 with 400 horse, 3 robe of honour, and an 
enamelled dagger. In the 9th year he was appointed Dlvdn of the 
Regain Sahib in succession to Rashida’! Kbnshnavls, and given an 
increase of 100 horse. In the 10th year he was promoted to the 
high office of Chief Sadr in succession to ‘Abid Khan; he was granted 
a robe of honour, and his rank was increased to 3,000 foot with 500 
horse 4 . In the 24th year'"*, corresponding to 1091 A.H. (1680 A.D.) 
he died. 

(RAJA) RAGHONATH 
(Vol. II, P . 282). 

He was one of die the proteges of Sa‘d Ullah Khan 6 . About the 
end of the 23rd year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he was favoured 
with the grant of the title of Rai, and the gift of a gold pcn-casc 7 . 
In the 26th year he had a suitable increase in rank, and was appointed 
record keeper ( Daftarddr ) of the Kbalsa and Tan. By the 29th year his 
rank was advanced to 1,000 with 200 horse. In the 30th year, after the 
death of Sa'd Ullah Khan, he received a robe of honour, an increase 

1 Amal Salih, III, p. 203, 

2 ‘ Alamgirniima, p. 44°. 2 Op, cit., p. 755. 

4 Op. cit., p. 1049. His earlier appointment as Divan of the Begam Sahib 

is also mentioned there. See also Maathir-i-'Alamgiri , p. 62. 

^ Maathir-t-'Alamgiri, p, 207. 

6 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 44 1 ' 449 - 

7 'Amal Salih, III, p. no. 
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in rank of 200 horse, and the title of RaT Rayan. It was further 
arranged that until the appointment of a chief Divan \ he should 
report (to the Emperor) all affairs of the Dlvdnh As Fate had decreed 
that the affairs of the State should devolve on Emperor Aurangzib, 
Raghunath with other clerical officials waited upon Aurangzib after the 
battle with Data Shikoh. I11 the battle with Shuja' and the second 
battle with Dara Shikoh Raghunath had his place in the centre of the 
army. Afcer the second coronation his rank was increased to 2,500 with 
500 horse, and he was granted the title of Raja. He carried on his 
duties in a masterly manner. In the 6th year of Emperor Aurangzib’s 
reign, corresponding to 1073 A.H. (1662-63 A.D.) l ie died“. 

RAHMAT jOjAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 283-286). 

He was Hakim Diya’-ud-Din, son of Hakim Qutba brother of Hakim 
Rukna. of Kashan, who was a famous physician, and the most eloquent 
of men. Hakim Rukna was a favourite of Shah ‘Abbas I, who often 
used to come to his house. After seeing that the Shah was ill disposed 
towards him, he migrated 1 2 3 to India in the reign of Emperor Akbar; 
with reference to this incident he composed the following verse: — 

Verse 

If one morning the sky 4 be averse to me, 

At evening I will leave his domain as docs the sun. 

During the reigns of Emperors Akbar and Jahangir he led a 
peaceful life. Diya’-ud-Dln had married the younger daughter of 

1 The death of Sa'd Ullah f£han and the grant of the title of Rai Rayan 
to Raja Raghunath and new arrangements are recorded in ‘Amal Salih, III, pp. 
218, 220. 

2 'Alamgirnama, p. 829. He is stated to have been the Mutsaddi of the 
Divani. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 816, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1224. 

4 in the verse has a double meaning, Shah ‘Abbas I or the sky. 
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Tfiliba Amull, who had been brought up by Satl Khanain 1 who was 
the wife of Nasirii, the brother of Hakim Rukna. On this account he 
was favoured by Emperor Shalt Jahan, and in the 14th year was 
appointed Superintendent of the Karktraq kb ana (furring department), 
and granted 2 a title and a female elephant. In the 18th year 3 his 
rank was increased to 1,000 with 150 horse. In the 22nd year he 
was made Superintendent of Branding (Ddg/j), and in the 24th year 
granted an increase of 100 horse in his rank. In the 27th year on 
the transfer of Mir Bakh^sbt he was appointed Divan and Superinten- 
dent of the Karktraq kbana* of the province of Ahmadabad, and in 
the 29th year his rank was raised to 1,500 with 400 horse. During 
the time of illness of Emperor Shah Jahan, when Sultan Murad 
Bakhsh assumed'' sovereignty, and struck coins and had the Khutba 
read in his own name (in Gujarat), the said Khan became his compa¬ 
nion. After the Prince’s arrest he entered the service 6 of Aurangzlb, 
and being promoted to the rank of 2,000 wvith 300 7 horse was 
appointed Divan of Gujarat. When Dara Shikoh arrived at Ahmada¬ 
bad, though he went with the Governor 8 and waited upon him, yet 
he declined to accompany him. Accordingly when Data Shikoh fled 
from near Ajmer, Diya’ud-Dln was again an object of favour, and in 
the 3rd year was appointed Divan of Roshan RaT Begam (Roshan 

1 For her account see Alaathir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 791, 792, Beveri¬ 
dge’s translation, I, pp. 260, 261, in the account of ‘Aqil IChan ‘Inayat UUah. 

2 The title granted was that of Rahmat Khan, Budshtihnama , II, p. 223, 

3 Op. cit., ji. 386. 

4 'Amal Salib, III, p. 183, 

5 For a detailed account see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, I, 
pp. 302-305. 

6 ‘Alamgirnihna, p. 139. 

7 Op. cit., p, 140, His rank is given there as 2,000 with 500 horse. 

8 Khaft Khan, II, p. 63. The Governor was Shah Nawaz l£han, whose 
two daughters were married, one to Aurangzlb and the other to Murad. The 
Maatbir account appears to be incorrect in saying that Rahmat Khan refused to 
accompany Dara Shikoh, for he was with him at Ajmer, see 'Alamgirnama, p. 
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Ara). Afterwards he was favoured by promotion to the post of 
Divan-i-Buyiitat\ In the 8th year he died 1 2 . ‘Abdur Rahim, Ins 
son-in-law, and Muhammad Sadiq, his son, received robes of condo 
lcnce (mourning dresses). 

As the names of Sultan Dara Shikoh and Sultan Murad Balchsh 
have been mentioned, an account of their last days is included here. 
The first, after his defeat at Ajmer, proceeded towards Ahmadabad, 
but as he was not received favourably by the people of the area he 
hurried to Kach (Cutch). As he did not meet with kindness there he 
entered Sindh. Malik Jiwan 3 4 5 , Zamlnddr of Dhadhar (Dadar) in 
this province—who in earlier days had been favoured by Dara Shikoh 
—eagerly came forward, and took Dara Shikoh to his house. Mean¬ 
while Dara Shikoh’s wife* died, and he sent off some of the men, 
who were with him, to convey her bier to Lahore. He himself 
resolved to proceed to Iran. Malik Jiwan ostensibly sent his brother 
and some men with him to act as guides, but after they had gone one 
or two stages they fell upon Dara Shikoh and made him a prisoner. 
Malik Jiwan sent an account of the meritorious service he had per¬ 
formed to Raja Jai Singh and Bahadur Khan Koka, who had been 
appointed by the Emperor to pursue Dara Shikoh. They brought him 
to the Presence, and in the 2nd year of the reign he was executed 3 . 

The other (Murad Bakhsh) was in his simplicity deceived by the 
highly alluring promises of Aurangzib, and always cherished the idea 

1 ‘Alamgirnama , p. 487. 

2 Of. tit., p. 915. 

3 He was afterwards given the tide of Bakhtyar Khan, Maathirn-'Alam- 

girh p- a 5 

4 Nadira Bano Begam, daughter of Sulran Parvez son of Emperor Jahan¬ 
gir. She died in May-Junc 1659, sec Irvine's note in Storin do Mogor I, p. 348. 

5 For accounts of Dara Shikdh’s capture and execution, see Bernier, 
Travels in India, I, pp. 350-354 (V. Ball’s edit. 1889), Irvine’s Storia do Mogor, 
I, pp. 347-358, and the detailed accounts in Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of 
Aurangzib, I, pp. 537-549, and Blochmunn, lourn. Asiat, Soc. Bengal, XXXIX, 
pt. I, pp. 274-279 (1870). 
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that lie would be made the Emperor. Though his well-wishers told 
him of what had happened in older times, and warned him against 
going with only a few men to Aurangzlb, it was of no avail. At 
last on 4th Shawwal, 106S A.H. (25th June, 1658 A.D.) the 
Emperor sent for him at the stage of Mathura, and cleverly made him 
a prisoner. At first he was kept in the fort of Sallmgarh, but after 
some time was transferred to the Gwalior fort. At his request Saras 
Ba'i (Saraswati Ba’I), his beloved, was made his companion in his 
helpless condition. In the 5th year of the reign, on the allegation of 
his having murdered ‘All NaqT—whom Murad Bakhsh had put to 
death at Ahmadabid without any prool of his guilt, and whose heirs 
were induced to make a claim for retaliation—he was capitally 
punished 1 2 . The chronogram is: — 


Hemistich 

Alas ! Alas ! they slew him with all deceit. 

{Ai wai ba-har babdna kushtand: 1072 A.H., 1661-62 A.D.) 


RAHMAT KHAN MIR FAID ULLAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 219, 220). 

He was an officer of the time of Emperor Shah Jahan. In the 
3rd year when the Emperor was encamped in the Deccan, and three 
forces were deputed for the chastisement of Khan Jahan Lodi, and to 
ravage the territories of Nizam-ul-Mulk DeccanI, he was appointed 3 
with Raja Gaj Singh. Later he was appointed to the Deccan. After 
the death of Malubat Khan, when Sahu Bhonsle came near Daulatabad 
and ravaged the towns in that neighbourhood, and Khan Dauran, 
Governor of Burhanplir, prepared to chastise him, Mir Faid Uilah 3 

1 For Murad’s capture and execution see Bernier, up. cit., pp. 63, 333, Storia 
do Mogor, I, pp. 300-306, IChifi Khan, II, pp. 38, 155, 156, and Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar, op.cit., pp. 430-449. Khafi Khan gives die name of his mistress as Sarsan 
Ba'i, but Saraswati Ba'i as given by Sarkar appears to be the correct name. 

2 BSdshahnamx, I, pt. i, p. 294. 3 Ibid, I, pt. ii, p. 68. 
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with Madhu Singh was left in Burhanpiir. In die 8th year his rank 
was increased to 1,500 with 1,000 horse, and later he accompanied 
Khan Dauran when the latter went in pursuit of Jujhar Singh Bundfla, 
and rendered good service. In the 9th year his rank was increased 
by 500, and. he was granted the title of Rahmat Khan 1 . In the 10th 
year he received a flag, and was permitted to leave for Sarkar Bljagarh 
which was his fief 2 . In the 1 ith year he was promoted 3 to the rank 
of 2,000 with 1,500 horse, and in the same year, corresponding to 
1047 A.H. (1637-38 A.D.) lie died*. Asad Ullah, his son, bad the 
rank of 600 with 600 horse; he died in the 30th year. 

(RAJA) RAISAL DARBARI 
(Vol. II, pp. 17 2-174). 

His father was Raja Suja, son of Raja Rai Ralmal 3 Shaikhawat. 
Hasan Khan Sur, father of Shcr Shah, was in the beginning of his 
career a servant of the latter. There arc two branches of the Kach- 
wahas. One is the Rajiiwat to which belong Mlrza Raja Man Singh 
and his ancestors. The other is the Shaikhawat which includes Raja 
Lonkarn, and Raja Ralsal and his peers. It is stated that one of their 
ancestors had no son. A dervish came to him, and having compassion 
on him gave him the glad tidings of (the coming of) a son. After 
a time as a result of the prayers of that holy man the son arrived. 
He was called Shaikh, and his descendants came to be known as 
Shaikhawat* 1 . 

Raja Ralsal through his good fortune became a favourite of Em¬ 
peror Akbar, and excelled his peers in intimacy and trust. As his 
good nature and understanding were apparent, he gradually rose in 
position of trust, and was put in charge of the royal seraglio. In 

1 Op. cit., p. 134- 

2 Op. cit., p. 222. 3 Badshahnama, 11 , p. 21. 4 Op. cit., p. 98. 

5 See Tod, Rajasthan (London, 1914 cdn.) II, pp. 316, 317 for Raisal and 
his ancestors. 

6 Sec Tod, op. cit., p. 315. The dervish’s name was Shaikh Burhan, 
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Tdrikb-i-Akbart ( Akbarndma ) his rank is given as 1,250 in the 
40th year 1 . Apparently this rank was in vogue at the time. Later, 
however, it was established that promotions in the ranks of 1,000 
and above were to be not less than 500 horse at a time. In the 
reign of Emperor Jahangir his rank was increased 2 3 4 , he was made a 
Raja, and seconded to the Deccan. He was there for a long-time till his 
death. He was long lived, and had 21 sons, each one of whom had 
many children. While he was in the Deccan, Madliu Singh and 
ocher grandsons of his, out of boldness and evil intentions, collected 
a number of vagabonds and forcibly took possession of their grand¬ 
father’s property, which was called Khandar' 1 and was near Ambar. 
Mathura Das Bengali—who was upright and learned, and held charge 
of the Raja’s establishment, and was acting as the Raja’s deputy at 
the Court—behaved with prudence, and rescued part of the property 
from the hands of the usurpers. After the Raja’s death two or three 
of his sons, such as Raja Girdhar 1 and others behaved loyally and 
received the titles of Raja. Other sons and grandsons of whom there 
was a large number, lived in their native country on the pretence of 
being landholders, but were for the most part robbers and sedition- 
mongers. 


1 Akbarndma, Text, 111 , p. 809, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 1215. He 
was promoted to the rank of 2,500 with 1, 250 horse during the doth year. 

2 Tuzuk-t-Jaharijr'iri, 1 , Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, p. 17. He was 
granted a Hag and his rank raised to 3,000. 

3 In Sark 7 ir Rnntliambhor, vide Jarrett’s translation of A'in, II, p. 275, 
where it is described as having a stone fort on a hill. Perhaps it is Khundaila 
of Tod, op. cit p. 317. 

4 7 iizuk-i' 1 ahangiri, II, Rogers & Beveridge’s translation p. 252, where the 
grant of the title of Raja to Girdhar is recorded. 
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Ral Singh 

(RAI) RAI SINGH 
(Vol. II, pp. 148-154). 

He was the son of Ral Kalyan 1 Mai Zamlndar of BikanCr. He 
belonged to the Rathor tribe and was connected with Ral Maldeo in 
the fourth generation. As the appreciative and judicious nature of 
Emperor Akbar became well known, and the great fortune of 
that Emperor was apparent from the turn of events, Ral Kalyan 
with his son Ral Singh in the 15th year, while the Emperor 
was at AjmCr, was successful in obtaining loyal service, and 
was attached to the royal saddle straps. He gave his brother’s 
daughter in marriage to the Emperor 2 , and thus gained special 
distinction. In the 40th year Ral Kalyan Mai had the rank 
of 2,000. Ral Singh in the 17th year when the Emperor 
decided on the conquest of Gujarat, was deputed with a large force to 
stay in Jodhpur 3 4 the home of MaldSo, and block the road from 
Gujarat, so that the rebels from that province might not be able to 
enter the royal territory from that direction. He stayed in that 
area with other forces. When Ibrahim Husain Mlrza after his 
defeat in the bactle of Sarnal entered the royal territory, and besieged 
Nagore—which was in the fief of Khan Kalan and was defended 
by his son Farrukh Khan — Ral Rai Singh with the officers, who were 
in that district, went to attack the Mlrza. The latter raised the 
siege and retired. Ral Rai Singh pursued him, and engaged him 
in battle. He performed great deeds in this fight, and defeated 
the Murza*. In the 18th year when the Emperor decided on making 
a flying march to Gujarat, Rai Rai Singh was sent in advance. 

1 C.iliyan Sing of Tod, Rajasthan (1914 cdn.) II, p. 143. For Rai Singh 
see the same work pp. r 43-145. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 358, Beveridge's translation, II, p. 518, Tod 
states that Akbar and Rai Singh were married to sister princesses of Jaisalmer, 
but docs not mention the marriage of Akbar to Kalyan Mai's niece. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p, 5 . Beveridge’s translation. III, p, 8. 

4 Op. cit., Text, pp. 34, 35, translation, pp. 49, 50. 
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He joined the Emperor on his arrival, and in the battle with 
Muhammad Husain Mirza distinguished himself 1 by his great 
activity. In the 19th year he was deputed with Shall Quit Mahram 
for the chastisement of Chandar Sen, son of Raja Maldfo. He left 
no stones unturned for the success of the campaign, and greatly 
devastated the country. He also took part in the siege of the fort 
of Siwana, which was Chandar Sen’s place of refuge 2 . In order to 
punish Chandar Sen, who was still in the field, another force was 
needed. In the end of the same year RaT RaT Singh 3 came alone 
to the Iimpcror, and reported the state of affairs. The Emperor 
deputed another force after Chandar Sen, and allowed him to return. 
Hut as the fort of Siwana was not taken for a long time, in the 
beginning of the 21st year Shahbaz Khan 4 was deputed to this duty, 
and RaT RaT Singh and ocher officers returned to the Presence. 
Later, in the same year he was sent with Tarsun Muhammad Khan 
to punish the Zamindar of Jalaur and SirohT. When they offered 
excuses and desired to present themselves at the Court to be purged 
of their offences, he with Saiyid Hashim Barah, in accordance with 
orders, stayed behind in the town of Nadot, and blocking the egress 
and ingress of the Rana of Udaipur, tried hard in subduing the 
recalcitrants of the area 5 . Sultan Dt?oda, Zamindar of SirohT on 
account of lus innate suspiciousness retired to his home, Ral RaT 
Singh was directed to take possession of SirohT, and he proceeded 
to besiege it. To increase Deoda’s alarm he sent for his family 
from his home, Sultan Dcoda attacked the caravan (of his family) 
and a battle took place. After many were killed, Dcoda retired to 
the fort of Abugarh (Mount Abu). This is a fort near SirohT 
in the borders of the province of Ajmer towards Gujarat. Its real 
name is Arbudii Achat. Arbudii, according to the Hindus, is the 

1 Op. cit., Text, 57, translation, p. 61. 

2 Op. cit., Text, pp. 80 82, translation, pp. 113, 11 4 - 

3 Op. til.. Text, pp. 110, 111, translation, p. 135. 

4 Op. cit,. Text, p. 167, translation, p. 237. 

5 Op. cit... Text, pp. 189, 190, translation, pp. 266, 267. 
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namc of a spirit, aiul Achal means a lull. In course of time 

the name has been corrupted to Abfigarh. Its height is seven kos 
(i.e. the table-land extends for 7 has), and on the top the Rana in 
former times had built a fort. The approach is very difficult. It 

has so many springs of good water, good wells and cultivated fields 
that they can provide sufficient water and food for the besieged. 
There arc numerous kinds of flowers, and scented plants, and the 
air is very pleasant. Rai Rai Singh took Sirohi and proceeded to 
Abugarh. By only a slight exertion he succeeded in making things 
very difficult for the besieged. Sultan Deoda was bewildered, and 
handed over the keys of the fort. Ral Rai Singh left a force there, 
and reached the Court with Sultan Deoda’. In the 26th year when 
the coming of Mirzii Muhammad Hakim to the Panjab was bruited 
abroad, and the Emperor decided to go there, Rai Ral Singh was 
sent in advance with a force, and a number of noted elephants. 

Later he was attached to Prince Sultan Murad who was appointed 

to deal with Murza Muhammad Hakim. At the end of the same 
year when the royal armies returned to the Capital, Ral Rai Singh 
and other fief-holders were sent to the Panjab. In the 30th year he 
was sent 2 with Isma’il Quli Khan to Baluchistan. In the 31st year 
he was exalted by the marriage of his daughter 3 to Prince Sultan 
Salim. In the 35th year he was permitted to go to his home in 
Bikaner 1 . He returned, and in the end of the 36th year was sent 0 
with a force of brave men to assist Khan Khanan ‘Abdur Rahim, 
who was engaged in the Tatta campaign. In the 38th year his 
son-in-law, the son of Raja Ram Chand Baghela, was allowed after 
his father’s death to proceed to his father’s territory round Bandhu fort. 
He fell down from his palanquin on the way, and was bled 
for the sake of treatment, but his ailment increased as result of 

1 Op. tit.. Text, p. 197, translation, pp. 278, 279. 

2 Op. tit., Text, p, 475, translation, p. 717. 

3 Op. til.. Text, p. 494, translation, pp. 748. 749. 

4 Op. tit., Text, p. 581, translation, p. 881. 

5 Op. cit., Text, p. 606. translation, p. 925. 



nl-Umara ] 


Rai Singh 56 (j 

bathing and washing at improper times, and he died. The Emperor, 
who appreciated the value of the services of his officers, went to 
Ral Rai Singh’s house and comforted him by all kinds of favours'. 
Afterwards for some reason he was separated from the Emperor. 

About this time the complaint of oppression on the part of one 
of his servants was received by the Emperor. The latter was greatly 
annoyed, and the servant was summoned to the Court for enquiry. 
Ral Ral Singh concealed him, and represented that he had absconded. 
For this reason he was for a time excluded from the honour of paying 
his respects. Later he was restored to favour, and received S 5 rath in 
fief, and was seconded to the Deccan. He negligently spent some time 
in his home at Bikaner, and even after leaving delayed on the road. 
Though the Emperor sent him a warning, it was of no avail. Salah- 
ud-Dln was appointed to bring him to the Court if he did not go off 
on service. He was obliged to come to the Court, and as he had no 
valid excuse for his perversity, he was for a time excluded from pre¬ 
sence at the Court. At last in consideration of his past services 
the Emperor pardoned him, and he was again received into favour 2 . 
In the 45th year when the Emperor was at Burhanpur, and Shaikh Abfil 
l'adl was deputed to Niisik, Rai Ral Singh was nominated to accom¬ 
pany him. As, however, his son Dalpat was creating a disturbance 
in his home, he was permitted to go there. In the 46th year he 
again came to the Court' 1 , and in the 48th year was deputed with 
Prince Sultan Salim on the expedition against the Rana 4 . During 
the reign of Emperor Akbar he attained the rank of 4,000, and in the 
1st year of the accession of Emperor Jahangir was promoted to the rank 
of 5,ooo 5 . 

When the Emperor (Jahangir) went to the Panjab in pursuit of 
Khusrau, Rai Rai Singh was ordered to follow with the harem. 

1 Op. cit., Text, p. (>41. translation, p, 985. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 717. translation, pp. 1068, 1069. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, p. 798, translation, p. 1196. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 822, translation, p. 1233. 

5 Tiiznk-i-hibiingiri, Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, I, p, 49. 
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Without permission he left them on the toad, and went to his home. 
In the 2nd year after the Emperor’s return from Kabul he, at the 
intercession of Sharif Khan Amlr-ul-Umara appeared with a cord 
(junta) round his neck and did homage 1 . In the 7th year, corres¬ 
ponding to 1021 A.H. (1612 A.D.) he died". His eldest son 
was Dalpat, who had the rank of 500 during Emperor Akbar’s time. 
In the 36th year he was appointed to assist Khan Khanan in the 
Tatta (Sindh) campaign, but on the day of battle, he in spite of his 
having a large force with him, out of cowardice looked on as a specta¬ 
tor from a distance' 1 3 . In the 45th year, when Emperor Akbar was 
in the Deccan, and Muzaffar Husain Mirza on account of a quarrel 
with Khwajgl Path Ulliih, and want of intelligence absconded, Dalpat 
on the pretence of searching for the Mirza left the army with his men, 
and went home 4 . In the 46th year his father was appointed to 
chastise him. As he expressed a wish to return to the Court, the 
Emperor forgave him, and on being summoned he arrived at the 
Court 5 6 . In the 3rd year (of Jahangir) he was pardoned at the request 
of Khan Jahan Lodi. After his father’s death when he came to the 
Court from Deccan, he was granted a robe of honour, and the title of 
Rid; and was nominated as his father’s successor. 

It is recorded in Jahangirnama that Ral Rai Singh had another 
son named Sur Singh. Though Dalpat was the Tika* son, Ral 
Rai Singh on account of his love for the mother of Sur Singh 
wanted to make the latter his successor. When Ral Ral Singh’s 
death was reported, Sur Singh foolishly represented that his father 

1 Of. cit., pp. 130, 131. There is, however, no mention of his appearing 
before the Emperor with a fanta round his neck. 

2 Of. cit., p. 216. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, HI, p, 609, translation, p. 931 (not 934 as given in 
the Index). 

4 Op, cit., Text, p. 770, translation, p. 1151. 

5 Of. cit., Text, p. 798, translation, p. 1196. 

6 Tika here is used in the sense of heir-apparent. Tor the mark on the 
head sec Wilson’s Glossary, p. 521. 
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had made him his successor and given him the Tlka. The 
Emperor was displeased with this statement, and said, “If your father 
gave you the Tika, wc have exalted Dalpac”. With his own hand he 
drew the 'Ilka on Dalpat’s forehead, and granted him his father’s 
home as his Ref 1 . In the 7th year Dalpat’s rank was increased by 
500 foot with 500 horse, and he was deputed to assist Mlrza Rustam 
Safavl who had been sent as governor of Tatta (Sindh). In the 8th 
year it was reported that lie had fought with his younger brother Sur 
Singh, and had been defeated. At the same time Hashim of Khost, 
the Fattjdar of that area arrested and brought him to the Court. As 
he had repeatedly behaved improperly, he was capitally punished 2 . 
As a reward for this service Sur Singh’s rank was advanced by 500 
foot with 200 horse. A separate account of Rao Sur has been 
included. 


(RAJA) RaI SINGH SISODIA 
(Vol. II, pp. 297-301). 

He was the son of Maharaja Bhim son of Ranii A mar Singh 4 5 . 
When in the 9th year 3 of Emperor Jahangir’s reign, Prince Shah 
Julian was' nominated to the campaign against Rana Amar Singh, the 
latter being hard pressed knocked at the door of supplication 6 and 

1 Tfizuk-i-Jii bit ngiri , Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 2171 2I $- 
His name in this work is Dalip instead of Dalpat. 

2 Op . cil., pp. 258, 252. 

3 MaalJnr-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 211, 212. 

4 He is the Rana Umra of Mcwar in Tod, Rajasthan (1914 c dn.) h P278 
et serf. 

5 Prince Khurram was sent in the 8th year from Ajmer, vide Tiizttk-i- 
Jabangiri , Rogers & Beveridge's translation. I, p. 256, but the date according to 
Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, p. 235 was early in 1614, which would mean 
the yth year. 

6 Thzuk-i-Jahangiri, Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 273, 274. 
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waited on the Prince’; Bhlm* his son thereafter distinguished him¬ 
self in the Prince’s service. He exerted himself in chastising die 
Zamindar of Gujarat, and in fighting with the Deccanis. He also 
performed valuable services in collecting tributes in Gondwana, 
and gained for himself a name for bravery and courage. When 
dissensions arose between the Emperor and the Prince, he did not give 
up the Prince’s service, and when the latter leaving Bengal started for 
Allahabad, while from the other side, according to the orders of 
Emperor Jahangir, Sultan Parvlz under the guardianship of Mahabat 
Khan advanced with the imperial forces for dealing with the distur¬ 
bance, and there was a battle, Bhlm behaved bravely, and like a loyal 3 4 
servant gave up his life. Rai Singh after Shah Jahan’s accession came 
to the Court in the 1st year, and in spite of his youth was, in consi¬ 
deration of his father's services, granted a suitable robe of honour, 
a jewelled sarpeeb (a turban ornament), an ornamented dagger, the 
rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse and the title of Raja.. He also 
received a horse, an elephant, and a present of Rs. 20,000 in cas 2 h 1 . 
In the 5th year he was exalted by an increase of 1,000 with 200 
horse 5 . In the 8th year he was deputed 6 with Prince Muhammad 
Aurangzlb Bahadur who had been sent to support the troops sent 
to chastise Jujhar Singh. In the 9th year he had an increase 7 of 
300 horse, and in the 12th year was sent with Prince Data Shikoh 
to Qandahar. In the 14th year he received a drum, and was deputed 
with Sa‘Id Khan Zafar Jang for the chastisement of Jagat Singh 
Zamindar of Janmun who had rebelled. In the 15th year his rank 

1 Op, cit,, p 276. 

2 Bliini was in attendance at the Court when the news of his father’s 
death was received in the 14th year, vide Rogers & Beveridge. It, p. 123. In 
the 15th year he was granted the title of Raja, up. cU ., p. 162. 

3 IqbdlnSma-i-labdngiri, pp. 232-234; Khafi Khan, I, pp. 346-356; Beni 
Prasad, Op. at., pp, 375, 376. 

4 Badshahnama, I, pt. i, p. 195. 

5 Op. cit., p. 421. 

6 Badshahnama, I, pt. ii, p. 99. 


7 Op. cit., p. 142. 
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was raised 1 to 4,000 with 2,000 horse, and was again deputed with 
Prince Dara Shikoh to Qandahar. In the 18th year he was appointed 2 
with ‘AlT Mardan Khan Amir-ul-Umara for the conquest of Balkh and 
Badakhshan, and afterwards accompanied Prince Murad Bakhsh to the 
same territory. 

When that Prince after taking Balkh developed a dislike for that 
country and started for the Court, he also came to Peshawar, As the 
men appointed to this expedition were forbidden to cross the Attock, 
he remained' there. Later he returned to Balkh and Badakhshan 
with Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur, and was victorious 111 
every campaign that was assigned ro him, against the Uzbegs. On 
the Prince’s return he was permitted from the said province to return 
home. In che 22nd year' 1 he was again appointed to the Qandahar 
campaign with Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur, and performed 
great deeds there in defeating the Iranians in the company of Rustam 
Khan. His rank was consequently advanced to 5,000 with 2,500 
horse. Later' he was a second time deputed to the same campaign 
with the said Prince, but on account of illness remained in Peshawar. 
After the royal cavalcade arrived in that neighbourhood he obtained 
leave to go home. He went a third time to Qandahar with Prince 
Data Shikoh, and from there was sent with Rustam Khan to take the 
Bust fort. In the 28th year he went with ‘Allami Sa‘d Ullah Khan 
to demolish Cluttor. In the 31st year he went with Mu'azzam Khan 
and others to the Deccan to Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur. 
In the battle with the ‘Adil Khanis he did good service. He killed 
his opponent, and after receiving three serious and several minor 
wounds dismounted. A large number of his men were also killed. 
As a reward for this loyal service his rank was advanced to 5,000 
with .4,000 horse and he was granted a special robe of honour, a 
jewelled sword, an Arab horse with golden saddle, a (male) and a 


1 Badshdhnamti, II, p. 294. 
z Op. tit., p. 424. 

4 'Amitl S<ilib, III, p. 71. 


3 Op. cit., p. 463. 
5 Op. cit., p, 100. 
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fcmalc elephant. He was also given an assignment of one lac of 
rupees, and permitted to return home. In the battle between Maha¬ 
raja Jaswant Singh and AurangzTb lie and a number of his tribesmen 
(Rajputs) were in the right wing of the Raja’s forces. When the 
battle began, he bade good bye to his reputation, and fled to his 
home 1 2 . After the battle with Data Shikoh he did homage to 
Emperor AurangzTb 8 . In the second battle with Dara Shikoh, as the 
excess baggage with some of the Harem were left in the town of Tora, 
he was left there to protect them 3 . In the 2nd year with Sha’ista 
Khan AmTr-ul-Umara, and in the 7 th year with Mirza Raj a Jai Singh 
he was deputed to the Deccan, and as lie served loyally and bravely 
in the conquest of Siva (ShTvaji) Bhonsle’s forts and in devastating 
‘Add Khan’s territories, lie was rewarded by lus rank being raised to 
5,000 with 5,000 horse of which 500 were two-horse three-horse 
troopers. In the 1 oth year he again went' 1 to the same country in 
attendance on Prince Muhammad Mu'a/.z.am, and in the 16th year, 
corresponding to 1083 A.H. (1672 A.D.) he died there. His sons 
Man Singh, Maliii Singh and Aniip Singh came to the Court, and 
were granted robes of honour''. 


(RAjA) RAJROP 
(Vol. II, pp. 277-281). 

He was the son of Raja Jagat Singh 1 * ' son of Raja Basu 7 . In the 
1 2th 8 year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he was appointed Fanjdar of 
Koh Kangra,, When his father rebelled, he also" joined him against 

1 ‘■Ahimginuima, pp. 7®, 7i. 

2 Op. til., pp. 141, i 4 ^- 3 Op. at., p. 305. 

4 Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 6 1. 5 Op. til., p. 127. 

6 MtiUtbir-nl-Umara, Text, II. pp. 238-241, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 

tion, I, pp. 726, 727. 

7 Op. tit., pp. 157-160, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 392, 394. 

8 UitdshSbniimii, II, p, 127. 9 Op. tit., pp. 237, 238. 
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the Emperor. After his father’s offences were forgiven, he with his 
father submitted 1 . In the 19th year after his father’s death lie 
received the rank of 1,500 with 1,000 horse, the title of Raja, the 
gift of his home as a fief, and the present of a horse. He also was given 
charge of the wooden fort which his father had built between Sarab 
and Andnrab, and which had been placed under his charge. Out of 
the 1,5 00 horse and 2,000 infantry, which had been fixed as his 
father’s contingent, the pay of 500 horse and 2,000 infantry was 
assigned upon the Kabul treasury 2 . In the same year he was attached 
to Prince Muiad Bakhsh, who had been appointed to take Balkh and 
Badakhshan, and after Qandahar he was appointed to protect it with a 
body of troops. Two lacs of rupees were made over to him for carry¬ 
ing on the affairs of that area 3 . His rank was raised to 2,000 with 
1,500 horse, and he was presented a jewelled dagger, and a pearl 
necklace 1 . During that time he had frequent fights with the Ozbegs 
and Alamans—who regularly used to come to the area in parties for 
plunder—and forced them to run away from there. He pursued and 
killed numbers of them. In the 20th year he was exalted by an increase 
of 500 horse and the grant of a drum. At this time he went from 
Qandahar to Taliqan to wait on Qulij Khan. The Alma ns came in 
a large force and besieged Qandahar, and started fighting all round. 
One day, when they were drawn up near his camp, he out of his great 
bravery attacked them. There was severe fighting, A number of his 
men lost their lives, and he also received three wounds, but he fought bis 
way back to the camp. After that the besiegers becoming disappoint¬ 
ed raised the siege and left the city. In the 22nd year his rank was 
increased to 2,500 with 2,500 horse, and he was appointed comman¬ 
dant of the fort of Kahmard in succession to Khalil Beg. In the 25th 
year he had an increase of 500, and was sent with Prince Muhammad 
Aurangzlb Bahadur on the Qandahar campaign ’. In the siege of the 

1 Op. cit., p. 269. 

2 Op. cit., pp. 481, 482. 3 Op. cit., p. 527. 

4 Op. cit., p. 555 , 5 ‘dmal Salih, III, p. 140. 
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place he commanded a battery. On return from there he was appoin¬ 
ted to Kabul with Sulaiman Shikoh. In the 26th year he again 1 2 
went to Qandahar in attendance on Prince Darfi Shikoh, and in the 
siege of the place exerted himself to his best. In the 29th year, in 
accordance with the orders, he left Kahmard, and having done homage 
at the Court went home. When Darii Shikoh after being defeated by 
Emperor Aurangzlb left for Lahore, Raja Rajrup, who in compliance 
with summons prior to the war of succession had started from his 
home, met Dara Shikoh between Delhi and Sirhind. By his fables 
and enchantment he was enmeshed in the net of his companionship*. 
Later, when Dara Shikoh after reaching the Capital (Lahore) proceeded 
towards Multan, Rajrup perceiving the signs of failure in his affairs 
left him on the pretence that he would go home, and prepare equip- 
ment 3 * . Afterwards with good intentions he came from his home, 
and on the banks of the river B^as joined Khalil Ullah Khan who was 
pursuing Data Shikoh, Through Khalil Ulliih Khan’s recommenda¬ 
tion he was enlisted in Emperor Aurangzlb’s service, and his disgrace 
and evil deeds were forgotten 1 . His rank was increased to 3,500 
foot and horse, and he was appointed to the thanaddrl of Chiindi® 
on the borders of Srinagar (Garhwal). Sulaiman Shikoh had marched 
from Allahabad, and wanted to proceed to the Panjab via Saharanpur, 
and join his father. On account of the spreading out of ‘Alam- 
glr’s forces he could not do so, and was forced to retire into the hill 
country. Raja Rajrup was sent to make proper arrangements at the 
foot of the hills and prevent Sulaiman Shikoh from coming out that 
way. Later he joined the Emperor 11 , and was attached to the van¬ 
guard of the right wing in the second battle with Dara Shikoh. As 
Kokla Pahar was the refuge of Data Shikoh’s men, the Raja brought 
out his foot-men—who were experienced hill-climbers—from the back 


1 Op. cit., p. 157. 

2 'Alamgtniama, p. 179. 

4 Op. cit., pp. 187, 190. 

6 Op. cit., p. 293. 


3 Op. cit., pp. 181, 182. 
5 Op. cit., p. 199. 
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of Koklii Pahar, and himself remained on horseback ready to support 
them. The enemy perceiving their small number boldly came out 
of tbeir entrenchments, and engaged in battle. The royal officers 
followed closely, and the battle raged for three watches. The entrench¬ 
ments were still intact, when Dara Shikdh losing heart took to flight 1 . 
As PrithI Pat 2 , the Zamlndar of Srinagar (Garhwiil) had, through 
short-sightedness, given refuge in his territory to Sulaiman Shikoh, 
and out of foolish hopes was helping lmn, the Raja in the 2nd year 
was deputed with a force of the victorious army to Srinagar hills. If 
the said Zamlndar ignoring sage counsels persisted in looking after 
Sulaiman Shikoh, he was to devastate his country and eradicate 3 him. 
As the Zamlndar, out of ignorance and pride, did not give up helping 
Sulai man Shikoh, Tarblyat Khan and Ra'dandaz Khan were also 
appointed, and they made the Zamlndar s position impossible. He 
in his helplessness turned to the Mirza Raja (Jai Singh), and made the 
delivering up of that one, who had himself gone into the snare, as the 
means of his pardon. 

In the 4th year, on the transfer of Saiyid Shahamat Khan the 
Raja was sent off to look after the boundaries of Ghaznln 4 , but after 
reaching there Ire died in the same year, corresponding to 1071 A.H. 
(1660-61 A.D.). Like his father he was not void of courage and 
bravery, and had the right spirit for enduring afflictions and in repen¬ 
ting of faults. His younger brother Bahar Singh, who with his father 
had performed great deeds in the Badakhshan campaign, spent a great 
part of his life in the ignorance of holy theism, but in the end of the 

1 Op. cil. pp. 320.327. Also see Har Bilas Saida, Ajmer : Historical 
and Descriptive (Ajmer, 1941), pp. 157, 164, and Plan of the Battle on p. 160, 
where Kokla hill is shown. The name of Raja Rajrup is incorrectly given as 
Ramrup in that work. 

2 The name is Prithi Pat in Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 26, but in f^hafi Khan 
II, p. 723 it is Prithi Singh. There also it is stated that he was pardoned at the 
request of Raja [ai Singh on his agreeing to hand over Sulaiman Shikoh. 

3 Op. cit., p. 4 2 t- 

4 Op. cit.. p. 625. His death is referred to on p. 647. 
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Raj Singh Kachwuha 

3rd year lie obtained from the pious Emperor the light of guidance 
and became converted to Islam. From ihe threshold of the religious 
minded Caliph he received royal favours, and was given the title of 
Murid 1 2 Khan. For a long rime he guarded Ghorbnnd. Up to the 
present day his descendants arc in possession of Shahpur alias Bharwin 
their ancestral home 3 which is to the west of Taragarh, and whoever 
be the Raja is called Murid Khan. 

(RAJA) RAJ SINGH KAC.HWAI IA 
(Vol. II, pp. 170-172). 

He was the son of Raja Askaran' 1 , brother of Raja Biharii Mai 4 5 6 . 
When the latter became a great favourite of Emperor Akbar, every 
one of his relations also was promoted according to his deserts. Raja 
Askaran 11 was appointed with Sadiq Khan in the and year to chastise 
Raja Madhukar Bundela. In the 24th year he was deputed 0 with 
Raja Todar Mai to the province of Bihar. In die 30th year he was 
promoted 7 to the rank of 1,000, and in the same year was seconded 8 9 
to the Deccan campaign with Khan A'zain Koka. When the Empe¬ 
ror in the 31st year appointed two officers to each Siiba, the Agra 
Suba was assigned 0 to Raja Askaran and Shaikh Ibrahim. In the 

1 Of. cit., pp. 609,648. He is mentioned as governor of Kabul in 24th 
year, Maathir-i-'Alamgtri , p. 207, 

2 There is seme confusion here. Raja Basil's ancestors’ home was Niirpur 
in the Kangra district, while Shahpur is in the Rawalpindi division. Bharwin 
might be Bhera in Shahpur district, see Imperial Gaze!leer, VIII, p. i oo. 

3 He is Aiskurn of Tod, Rajasthan (1914 edn ), II, p. 285. 

4 Maathir-ul'Umara, Text, II. pp. 11 1-113, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
409-411 • 

5 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 210, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 295. 

6 Op. cit.. Text, p. 287, translation, p. 422. 

7 Op. lit.. Text, p. 457, translation, p. 687. 

8 Of. cit., Text, p. 464, translation, p. 701. 

9 Op. cit., Text, p, 511, translation, p. 779. 
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33rd year he went with Shahab-ud-Dln Ahmad Khan on a punitive 
expedition against Raja Madhukar 1 . He died at his appointed time. 
Raj Singh was exalted by the grant of the title of Raja, and a suitable 
rank, and was for a long time attached to the Deccan forces. Later, 
lie was, at his request, recalled, and arrived at the Court in the 44 c ^ 
year. Afterwards he was appointed commandant of the Gwalior fort. 
In the 45th year while the .Emperor went to besiege Aslr, he came to 
the Presence, and did homage 11 * 4 5 . In rhe 47th year lie was deputed 
with Rai Rayiin Patr Das for pursuing Blr Singh Deo Bundda, who 
had like a thief come on the road and murdered Shaikh Abul Fadl, 
As he exerted himself to extirpate the Bundelas, he in 50th year was 
raised by repeated promotions to the rank of 4,000 with 3,000 horse, 
and the gift of a drum 6 . In the 3rd vear of the reign of Emperor 
Jahangir he was sent to the Deccan, and in the 10th year, correspond¬ 
ing to 1024 A.H. (1615 A.D.) he died there. His son Ram Das 
was appointed to the rank of 1,000 with 400 horse, and in the 12th 
year was exalted by the grant of the title of Raja 6 . In the end of 
the same year he was promoted to the rank of 1,500 with 700 horse 7 8 . 
One of Ins grandsons, by the name of Parsutam Singh, became 1 * a 
Muslim in the 6th year of Emperor Shall Jahan’s reign, and received 

1 Op. cit., Text, p. 526, translation, p. 803. 

a Op. ill., Text, p. 751, translation, p. 1 122. 

Op. cil., Text, pp, 779, 798, translation, pp. 1166, 1195. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 813, translation, p. 1221. 

5 Op. lit., Text, p. 823, translation, p. 1239. His rank was advanced to 

3,500 with 300 horse. In the 50th year on text p. 836, translation, p. 1252, 

it is stated that he was promoted to the rank of 3,000 which is apparently a 
mistake for 4.000. 

6 Ttizuk-i-lii'irtitgui, Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 379. 

7 This and the earlier statement in reference to his rank arc both 
incorrect. Rant l)as Kachwfiha was piomolcd to the rank of 3,000 in ihc 1 st 
year of Jahangir's reign, op. cit., p. 21. The second reference is ro another Ram 
Das, son of Jai Singh who was granted the rank of i,5oo with 700 horse, up. cit,, 
p. 418, 

8 Dadsbiibiiiurhi, I, pt. 1, p. 544 - 
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the name of Sa'adatmand. He was favoured with the grant of a robe 
of honour, a horse and a sum of money in cash. 


(SAIYID) RAJO' BARAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 402, 403). 

He was one of the officers of Emperor Akbar and attained the rank 
of 1,000. In the 21st year he was deputed 1 2 under Kanwar Man Singh 
to chastise the Rana, and in the 29th year 3 when he was again sent 
with Jagan Nath on a punitive expedition against the Rana, he was 
left with a body of troops at Mandalgarh, while the leader went by 
rapid marches to the headquarters of the Rana. The latter escaped 
along another defile, and started commotion in the royal territory. 
The Saiyid marched forward for a fight, and thus delivered the poor 
peasantry from his depredations. In the 30th year he with Jagan 
Nath again attacked the Rana’s headquarters, and the Rana retreated 
from there. Later, he was attached to Prince Sultan Murad who had 
been appointed Governor of Malwa. When the Prince in the 36th 
year went to the territory of Raja Madhukar for chastising him, and 
by the Emperor’s order returned to Malwa, the Saiyid was 4 left 
behind with a force. Afterwards he was seconded to the Deccan. 
In the 40th year during the siege of Ahmadnagar when some of the 
enemy approched the royal camp, and injured the quadrupeds, the 
Saiyid, in his loyalty to the salt, opposed them, and fell with some of 
his brethren in the year 1003 A.H. (1594-95 A.D.). His jUgir was 
conferred on his sons 5 . 


1 Rlochm.inn, Ain, I (zntl edn), pp. 501, 502. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. r66, Beveridge's translation, III, p. 237. 

3 Op. cit., Text, pp. 440, 468, translation, pp. (>61, 705, 706. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 605, translation, p. 

5 Op. cit., I ext, p. 700, translation, p. 1047. 
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(RAJA) RAM CHAND BAGHELA 
(Vol. II, pp. 134-138). 

He was the Zamlndar of Bliath 1 , and one of the chief Rajas of 
India. Babur 2 3 in his Memoirs speaks of three great Rajas, and the 
third of these was Raja Ram Chand. A Kaldwant by the name of 
Tanscn— who was the leader of his time in the science of music, and 
who is stated to have had no equal either in regard to his melodious 
voice or his delicate compositions — was in his Court. The Raja greatly 
appreciated Iris merits and was very fond of him. When Emperor 
Akbar heard about Taiwan's accomplishments, he in the 7th year' 1 
sent Jalal Khan Qtirchl to Raja Ram Chand and summoned Tanscn to 
the Presence. Tire Raja realizing refusal to be beyond his power, 
sent Tanscn with the necessary paraphernalia and presents. When 
Tan sen arrived, the Emperor on the first day presented him two krbrs 
of dams, equal to two lacs of current rupees, and became enamoured 
of his performances. His compositions, many of which bear Emperor 
Akbar' s name, are current even today. 


1 Bhath was incorrectly identified l>y Bloclumnn, A'in (2nd cdn.), 1, p. 
685, as Patina State in Central India, and in this lie was followed by Beveridge, 
Akbarnama, translation, II, p. 280, note 2, III, pp. 624, 966, note 5, It was 
what is known now a days as Rcwah State in Baghclkhand in Central India, and 
is the second largest state next to Gwalior. In the 15th and 16th century the 
chief of the State “was variously designated as Raja of Bhata or of Panna or of 
Bandhu” see C. A. Luard, Rcwah State Gazetteer (Central India State Gazetteer 
Series IV, Liu know, 1907), p. 1. The name of Ram Chand is given there as 
Ratn Chandra, and he is stated to have ruled from i> 55 'i 59 2 > a »d the history 
of his reign is detailed on pp. 2 5- j 7. 

2 It has not been possible to trace this reference in Babur's Memoirs. 
In any case Ram Chand was a contemporary of Akbar and not Babur. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, II, p, 181, Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 279, 280, sec 
Beveridge's note 4, according to which the passage about the present of a krbr 
of dams to Tanscn in the first assembly appears to be taken from Irjbdlnama. 
See also Munlakhab-nt-Tawarikh. Text, II, p. 335, Lowe’s translation, p. 345 - 
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ln the 8th year 1 when Asaf Khan ‘Abdul Majid was deputed to 
conquer Garha, he first sent a message 10 Raja Ram Chand to send 
GhazI Khan Taniir—who had taken shelter witla the Raja—to the 
Court, otherwise he would be punished for his improper actions. 
The Raja resisted, and with the help of GhazI Khan collecting an army 
of Rajputs and Afghans made preparations for a battle. After much 
fighting GhazI Khan was killed, and the Raja after his defeat took 
refuge in the fort of Bandhti, which was the strongest fort of the area. 
Asaf Khan besieged him. Meanwhile, through the mediation of the 
influential Rajas at the Court, it was arranged that the Raja would 
come to the Court, and be enlisted amongst the royal servants. Hence 
it was decided to withdraw from the conquest of that territory. 

In the 1 qth year when the officers went to besiege Kalinjar—which 
Raja Ram Chand had purchased for a large sum from Bijll Khan the 
adopted son of Pahar Khan during the days of the Afghan disruption, 
and which had been in his possession ever since—and the garrison 
were hard pressed, the Raja realizing the hopelessness of the situation 
thought it best to hand over the fort, and coming out of the fort, and 
through his agents sent its keys with suitable presents to the Emperor’s 
Court. The Emperor received his agents very graciously, and per¬ 
mitted them to return 2 . Though the Raja sent his son Blr Bhadra 1 
with a tribute and expressed his loyalty, he was too suspicious to come 
himself. When in the 28th year the Emperor was encamped at 

1 Abdul Majid Asaf Kban was first sent against R.ija Ram Chand in the 
61I1 year, Akbarnama, Text, 11 , p. 148, translation, p. 2:9. He again went there 
in the 8th year and defeated Ram Chand, op. rit., text, pp. 182, 183, translation, 
pp. 281-285. Beveridge’s note 1 on p. 282 about Bandii is incorrect. I he 
place is Bandhugarh or Bandhagarh in talisil Ramnagar in Rewah Stare 23° 40' 
N., 81 J 3' F.., see Luard, op. at., p. 90. 

2 Akbarnam t, Text, II, pp. 340,341, translation, pp. 498, 499. Kalinjar 
lies 90 miles W. S. \V. of Allahabad in the Banda District, Imperial Gazetteer, 
XIV, pp. 310-313, 

3 Vnbhadra, as given by Luard, is the correct name. In Mnntjbhab-nl- 
lawanl'b. Text, II, p. 335, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 345, the name is wrongly 
given as Balia. 
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Allahabad, he wished ro send an army against the Raja. His son 
through courtiers represented that if some well-known officers were 
appointed ro bring the Raja, he would have confidence' to present 
himself. Accordingly the r.mpcror deputed Zam Khan Koka and 
Raja Birbar to conciliate him. I le came to the threshold of the Cali¬ 
phate, and did homage; he received a present of 101 horses. 

In the 37th year when the Raja died, his son Blr Bhadra, who 
was at the Court, was granted the title of Raja, and permitted to 
return" to his territory. I n route he fell down from his palanquin. 
Bleeding was resorted to as a cure, but Ins illness increased as a result 
of bathing and washing at improper times, and he died 111 the 38th 
year, corresponding to 1001 A.H. (1592-93 A.D.). ^ 1C was die 

son-in-law of Ral Rai Singh Rathbr, the Emperor went to the latter s 
residence’ 1 to condole him. Later when it was reported that the 
wicked men of the tetritory had brought forward a minor grandson of 
Raja Ram Chand by the name of Bikramajit, and making him their 
chief were after creating a disturbance. Rat Patr Das was deputed' 1 
to conquer the fort of Biindhu. After arriving there, as the country 
had been greatly devastated, thartas of imperial officers were established 
111 several places. The people sent in a representation that an influen¬ 
tial person should be appointed to take charge of the child. Accordingly 
Isma ‘11 Quli Khan was deputed there, and be brought the child to the 
Court in the q 1 st year. The inhabitants hoped that the Emperor 
in his liberality and sense of justice would forego the siege, but as 
this was not agreeable to the Emperor the child was sent away. After 

x Akharitama, Text, 111 , p. 4 2 o, translation, pp. 624. 625. Raja Ram 

Chanel s arrival at Court, Ins presents and the gift of 101 horses ro him are 

mentioned on text, p. 4 2 7> translation, pp. 636, 637. 

2 Of. cil.. Text, p. 630, translation, pp, i)66, i)fry. 

3 Of. lit., Text, p. 630, translation, p. 985. Virhhadra died at Khora. 

4 Raja Patr Das’s appointment is mentioned on text, p. 648, translation, 
p.997, while Bi’kraniajit’s arrival at the Court on text, p. 7 n, translation, p. 
1059, the conquest of the Bandhugarh fort on text, p. 728, translation, pp. 1088, 
1089. 
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a siege of eight months and some days the fort was captured in the 
42nd year. In the 47th year Darjfldhan 1 , the Raja’s grandson 
received the tide of Raja and was appointed commandant of the fort, 
and Bharatl Chand was made his guardian. After Jahangir came to 
the throne, Raja Amar Singh, a grandson of the Raja, in the 21st year 
desired to wait upon the Emperor. A gracious order was issued, and 
a robe of honour and a horse were sent through Khan Rathor who was 
an officer well versed in the language of the territory 2 3 4 . In the reign 
of Emperor Shah Jahan, in the 8th year, Amar Singh was deputed' 1 
with ‘Abdullah fGian Bahadur for the chastisement of the ’Zamlndar 
of Ratanpur. Through his instrumentality the Zamlndar had an inter¬ 
view with the Khan, and later came and did homage. At the time 
of Jlljl tar Singh Bundcla’s rebellion he was' 1 with the said Khan’s 
army. After his death his son Anup Singh succeeded him. In the 
24th year when Raja Pahar 11 Singh Bundela, jdgtrddr of Chiiragarh, 
on the occasion of HardI Ram the Zamlndar thereof taking refuge with 
Anup Singh—who, after Bandhu was destroyed, had taken up his 
residence ac Rgwan 6 (Rewall) 40 kos distant from there—attacked 
Rffwah, Anup Singh fled with his family to the hill country of Nathu 
Nathar. In the 30th year he came to the Court with Saiyid Salabat 
Khan, Governor of Allahabad, and did homage. He was granted a 
robe of honour, a jewelled dagger, an enamelled shield, and the rank 
of 3,000 with 2,000 horse 7 , and again received Bandhu and other 
parts of his native country in fief. 

1 Op. tit., Text, p. 788. translation, p. 1 180. 

2 Iqbaltidma'i-Jahangiri, pp. 288, 289. The name of the envoy is given 
as Kan in the Text, but it is Khan in Icjbalnama and Lhis has been adopted. 

3 Badsbahniima, I, pt. li, p. 75. 

4 Op. tit., p. 97. 

5 Bahar Singh of the text should be Pahar Singh Bundela of Orchha, see 
Luard, op. cit., p. 16, and Orchha State Gazetteer (Vol. VI of Central India 
State Gaz. Ser. 1907), pp. 31, 32. 

6 Rewan of the Text, should be Rewah. 

7 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 231. 
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RAM CHAND CHAUHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 138, 139). 

He was the son of Badan Singh 1 , and was one of F.mperor Akbar’s 
officers of the rank of 500. In the 18th year when the Emperor 
made a rapid march to relieve Mirza ‘Aziz Koka in Gujarat, Ram 
Chand 2 3 went with him. In the 26th year 1 he was with Sultan Murad 
when he marched to deal with Mirza Muhammad Hakim. In the 38th 
year he was deputed with Mirza Shah Rukh, Governor of Malwa, to 
that province, and when the Emperor received news of the indiscipline 
of the soldiery of the Deccan, and of Shahbaz Khan going away from 
the army to Malwa without permission from Prince Sultan Murad, 
Ram 4 Chand was sent to Berar to convey a lac of ashrafts which owing 
to the unsafe nature of the roads, had been kept in the Gwalior fort 
for the equipment of the army and to turn back the Malwa troops to 
the Deccan. He came to the Deccan. In the battle in which RajI 
‘All Khan was killed, Run Chand was in his corps. He recciyed 
twenty wounds during the fight, and fell on the ground. Throughout 
the night he remained on the battlefield mixed with the dead bodies, 
and was only rescued in the morning. After some days he died 5 in 
the q 1 st year of Akbar’s reign corresponding to the year 1005 A.H. 
(1596-97 A.D.). 


1 See Blochinann, A'in (2nd cdn.) I, p. 551 where the name of his father is 
given as Bada! Singh. 

2 Akbarnama , Text, III, p. 49, Beveridge’s translation, 111 , p. 69. 

3 Op. at., p. 333, translation, p, 518. 

4 Op. cit., p. 712, translation, pp. 1060, 1061. 

5 Op. cit., p. 719, translation, p. 1071. 
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(RAJA) RAM DAS NARWART 
(Vol. II, pp. 226-228). 

He was an officer during the reign of Emperor Jahangir. In 
the isc year 1 of the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan he was deputed 
with Mahabat Khan Khan Khanan for the chastisement of Jujhar Singli 
Bundela, who after his flight from Agra had raised the standard of 
rebellion. In the 3rd year he was sent with Rao Ratan Hara to 
take up his station at Basim in Berar and block the path of the 
Deccan armies 2 . In the end of the 6th year he was deputed 3 * with 
Sultan Shuja‘ for the conquest of Parcnda in the Deccan. 
In the 8th year he was exalted by appointment to the 
rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse, and accompanied Saiyid Khan 
Jahan Barah for devastating the territories of ‘Add Khan. In the 13th 
year, corresponding to 1049 A.H. (1639-40 A.D.) he died. The 
Emperor appointed his grandson Amar Singh to the rank of 1,000 
with 600 horse, granted him the title of Raja, and having appointed 
him Governor of the fort of Narwar—the post previously held by 
his grandfather—granted him all that territory as his fief''. In the 
19th year he attended 5 Sultan Murad Bakhsh on the expedition to 
Balkh and Badakhshan, and in the 23th year accompanied Sultan 
Aurangzlb Bahadur who was deputed to the Qandahar campaign for 
the second time. In the 26th year he again went there with Sultan 
Dara Shikoh, and from there went with Rustam Khan to take Bust. 
In the 30th year he was exalted by promotion to the rank of 1,500 
with 1,00 horse, and in die same year he was seconded 1 ’ with Mu- 
‘azzam Kh an to assist Sultan Muhammad Aurangzlb in the Deccan. 
In the ist year of the reign of Emperor Aurangzlb he did homage, and 
was later deputed 7 with Prince Muhammad Sultan for the pursuit 

1 Badsbahnama, I, pt. i, p. 241. 

2 Op. eft., p. 298, 

4 Badsbahnama. II, p. 174, 

6 'Amal Salih, III, p ,236. 


3 Op. cit., p. 538, 

5 Op. cit., p. 484. 

7 A'lamgirnama, p. 553. 
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of Sultan Shuja 1 . He rendered valuable services there and in the 
Assam campaign. Later, in company with Shainshfr Khan Tarin 
he was appointed to the campaign against the Afghans 1 oE the Ruh 
(hill country), and his rank was raised to 1,000 with 350 horse. 
The discrepancy in the statement about his rank—which is taken 
from ‘ Alamglmama —is perhaps due to a reduction in his earlier rank 
for some reason, or it may be a mistake on the part of the copyist. 

(RAJA) RAM DAS KACHWAHA 2 3 
(Vol. II, PF . 133-157). 

His father Ordat was a man of small means and in distressed 
circumstances. He lived at his native place LunI' 1 . Ram Das at first 
was a servant of Raisal DarbarT 4 5 , and through him became enlisted in 
the service of F.mperor Akbar. By rapid promotion he rose to the 
rank of 500, and gradually he gained access ro the Emperor and a 
position of trust. In the 18th year when Raja TodaH Mai was 
deputed to assist Khan Khanan, and to reorganize the army which 
had been sent to conquer Bihar, Ram Das was appointed his deputy 
for civil affairs. He gradually by rendering valuable services and 
by his assiduity gained a place in the Emperor’s affections so that 
most of his representations were accepted. He attended to the work 
in connection with the Rfijpiit Amirs, and others, and amassed wealth. 
It is stated that he had built a spacious house in the Agra Fort near 

1 His appointment is mentioned on p. 858 of ‘Alamgmiama, and on p. 
1056 it is stated that Ins rank was a reward for his services raised to 1,000 with 
650 horse. 

2 See Blochtnann. A'hi, 1 (and cdn.), pp. 539, 540. He was the 
Commander of tire Rajput guard at the forL. 

3 According to Akbarnama, Text, 111 , p. (>5, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 
cji, his hoirte was Newata. I.uni is in Ranthambhor. 

4 Maathir-ul-Umara , Text, II, pp. 172-/74, translation antia pp. 564, 365. 

5 Raja Todar Mai’s appointment was in the 18th and not the 17th year as 
stated by Bloehmann, op. cit., p. 540, see Akbarnama , Text, 1 JI, p. 71, Beverid¬ 
ge’s translation, III, p. 98. The appointment of Ram Das is not mentioned there. 



5S8 Ram Das Kachwaha [ Maathir - 

'the Hatiapiil, but lie always lived in the Guard-room (Pesh-kbana) and 
on duty there. Emperor Akbar had no fixed times for entering or 
leaving the Zanana, but Ram Das was always in attendance with 200 
Rajputs carrying lances in their hands. 

At the time of Emperor Akbar’s death, as Khan A'zam and Raja 
Man Singh tried to support Sultan Khusrau for the sovereignty, Ram 
Diis out of his loyalty to Prince Salim placed his own men on guard 
over the treasury and magazines so that the opposing party might not 
be able to take possession. Accordingly in Emperor Jahangir’s time 
his rank 1 was increased, and he gained greater influence and power. 
In the 6th year of the reign, corresponding to 1020 A.H. (16x1 
A.D.), he was deputed 2 to accompany ‘Abdullah Khan, Governor of 
Gujarat, on the Deccan campaign, and he was granted the title of 
Raja, and the present of a drum, and was put in charge of the fort of 
Ranthambhor 3 , which was one of the chief forts of India. It is gene¬ 
rally stated that he had the title of Raja Karan, though it is not 
mentioned in the Iqbalnama. When the army marched rapidly by 
way of Nasik to Daulatabad, and returned after its defeat at the hands 
of Malik ‘Amber, Emperor Jahangir out of anger had portraits pre¬ 
pared of all the officials who had taken to flight. He looked at each 
and made a remark. When the Raja’s portrait was taken up, he took 
it in his hand in the open Darbar and said, “You were a servant of 
Raisal at a tankab a day, my father cherished you and made you an 
Amir. It is a disgrace for a Rajput to run away (from the field of 
battle). Alas! that you did not even have respect for the title of Raja 
Karan. I hope that you will lose faith and fortune (din « dutiiya).’’ He 
refused him audience, and sent him to the Bangash campaign. The 
Raja died there in the same year, corresponding to 1022 A.H. (1613- 
14 A.D.). The Emperor said, “My prayer worked, for, according 
to the Hindu religion, whoever dies after crossing the river Indus, 

1 Rogers & Beveridges translation of Tftzuk-i-Jahanglri, I, p. 211. 

2 Op. fit., pp. 201, 379, 418. 

3 Op. cit., p. 202. 
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goes to hell.” At Rangta 1 Hilalabadi^ women and 20 men per¬ 
formed sat't in company with the Raja’s turban. 

He was unequal for his generosity and liberality. For one good 
story he would give a large sum of money. When he once gave a 
present to a chdran, a biidfarosh or a musician, they every year in the 
same month received the same amount from his treasurer, and there 
was no necessity of altering the receipt. He was very fond of playing 
chaupar 2 . He used to go on playing for two days and nights. If he 
lost, he became angry and was abusive, especially to his partner, and 
would strike the ground with his hands, and use foul language. 
Naman (or Taman) Das, his son, left the Court for his native place 
without leave in the 46th year of Emperor Akbar’s reign, and started 
oppressing the poor people. At his father’s request an order was 
issued that Shah Qull Khan’s servants should bring him to the Court. 
He resisted, and was killed. Ram Das was grieved on account of the 
death of his son, and Emperor Akbar went to the Guard-room, and 
comforted him 3 4 . His other son Dalap Narain rose to the rank of an 
Amir, He was an exact counterpart of his father in every detail. 
He died at the height of his youth. 

RAM SINGH 
(Vol, II, pp. 266, 267). 

He was the son of Karmsi, 1 sister’s son of Rana Jagat Singh. His 
father was a respected royal officer, and Ram Singh in the end of the 
13th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign came 3 to the Court, and 

1 O11 the Jumna near Agra, it is a famous place of Hindu worship, see 
Jarrctt's translation of A'in, II, p. 180. The story of Ram Das’ disgrace and 
Jahangir’s remarks is not to be found in Tiizuk. Rather it is noted on 
p. 220 of die translation that the disaster was due to ‘Abdullah j£han not heed¬ 
ing the advice, of Ram Das. 

2 For the game see Blochmatin, A'hi. I (2nd cdn.), pp. 315, 316. 

3 AkbiJrnamn, Text, HI. p. 188, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1 181. The 
name of the son is given there as Datman or Daman Das. 

4 He was a Rathor. 5 Beulshahnama, II, p 1 rj8. 
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received die rank of 1,000 with 600 horse. In die 14th year 
he had an increase 1 of 100, and in the 16th year he was exalted 2 by 
promotion to the rank of 1,500 with 800 horse. In the 19th year 
he was deputed 3 with Prince Murad Bakhsh for the conquest of Balkli 
and Badakhshan. and after reaching Balkh, when Bahadur Khan and 
Asalat Khan were appointed to pursue Nadhar Muhammad Khan, 
ruler of Balkh, Ram Singh without the Prince’s permission accompanied 
them 4 . He frequently distinguished himself in fights with the 
Alamans in this campaign. In the 22nd year his rank was increased 
to 2,500 with 1,200 horse, and he was appointed’ to the Qandahar 
campaign under Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur. After 
reaching there he went with Rustam Khan to conquer ZamTn Dasvar. 
In the 23rd year he was promoted to the rank of 3,000 with 1,500 
horse, hi the 25th year he went 8 a second time with the said Prince 
on the same expedition, and in the 26th year received an elephant, and 
accompanied 7 Dara Sliikoh to the Qandahar forL for the third time. 
After arriving there he went with Rustam Khan to capture the fort of 
Bust. I11 the 28th year he did great deeds in chastising the Zamlndar 
of Srinagar—which is situated in the hills to-the north of the Capital, 
Delhi—with Khalil Ullali Khan 8 . In the battle of Samugarh, 
in the year 1068 A.H. (1658 A.D.) he was in the vanguard of 
the forces of Dara Shikoh. During the battle he fought 11 bravely, 
and loyally and bravely fell under the swords of the opposing forces. 


1 Op. cit., p. 23^, 

2 Op. cit., p. 309. 

3 Op. at., p. 4^4 

4 Op. cit., p, 54 ° 

3 Amal Salih, HI, p. 72, 

6 Op. cit., p. 140. 

7 Op. cit., p. 157. 

8 Op. cit., p. 196, but Ram Singh's name is not mentioned there. 

9 ‘ Alamgirnama, p. 102. 
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(RAJA) RAM SINGH 
(Vol. II, pp. 301-303). 

He was a Kachwaha, and the eldest son of Mlrzli Raja Jai Singh 1 . 
In the 16th year 2 of the reign of Shah Jahan, when the Emperor went 
to Ajm£r, he came to the Presence with his father and did homage. 
In the 19th year when the Emperor started for Kabul from Lahore, he 
came from his home with 500 cavalry men, and was granted a robe 
of honour, and the rank of 1,000 with 1,000 horse 3 * . By successive 
promotions his rank was raised to 2,000 with 1,500 horse, and he 
received a flag. In the 26th year he was granted an increase of 500, 
and in the 27th year he was again granted an increase of 500. In 
the battle of Simugarh he was with Dura Shikoh. After the latter’s 
defeat, he went over to Aurangzlb, and in the 1st year was deputed 1 
with Prince Muhammad Sultan and Muhizzam Khan to pursue Shuja'. 
On the way as a result of some false rumours, which had gained 
currency about the second battle with Data Shikoh, he became alarm¬ 
ed, and retired from attending 5 on the Prince, and subsequently made 
a disgraceful recreac. In the 3rd year he was sent 5 to bring Sulaiman 
Shikoh, who was with the Zamindiir of Srinagar, and who had agreed 
through Mlrza Raja Jai Singh to hand him over. He and the son of 
the Zamlndar brought him to the Court 7 . After the deputation of the 
Mlrza Raja to the Deccan he remained at the Court. 

When 111 the 8th year it was repotted that Siva (Shtvaji) Bhonsle 
had had an interview with Ram Singh’s father. Ram Singh was 
favoured" with the grant of a robe of honour, jewels, and a female 
elephant. And when Siva came from the Deccan with his son Sam- 
bha, and did homage, the Emperor on the very first day read signs 

1 Adaathir-id-Umara, Text, III, pp. 568-577, Beveridge Prashud’.s translation, 
b PP- 73 °- 734 - 

2 lu Bidsbabnama, If, p. 346 this is recorded in the 17th year. 

3 Op. cit., pp. 500, 501. 4 ‘Alamgtrnama, p. 269. 

5 Op. cit., p. 497, 6 Op. cit., p. 601. 

7 Op. cit : , p. 602. 8 Op. cit., p. 907. 
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of obstinacy in his countenance, and charged Ram Singh, who had 
introduced him at the Court, to take Siva to his house, and keep him¬ 
self informed about him. When that hypocrite by a clever rouse— 
which has been described in the account of Raja Sahu Bhonsle — 
secretly escaped and took to flight, Ram Singh was censured for his 
carelessness, deprived of his office, and forbidden to pay his respects 1 2 . 
After his father’s death, in the 10th year, he was restored to favour, 
and received a robe of honour, a jewelled dagger with a pearl band, a 
sword with enamelled trappings, an Arab horse with a golden saddle, 
a special elephant with a brocade covering and silver ornaments, the 
title of Raja* and the rank of 4,000 with 4,000 horse. In the end 
of the same year, when the news came of the attack of the Assamese 
on Gauhati on the borders of Bengal, and the murder of Saiyid Flruz 
Khan, Tbanadar of the place, Ram Singh was sent 3 there with a large 
force, and granted an increase of 1,000 with 1,000 horse. In the 
19th year he returned and did homage 4 . He died at his appointed 
time. His son Kunwar Singh—who during his father’s lifetime had 
a suitable rank, and was for a time attached 5 * to Kabul—was later 
wounded in a family feud, and killed*’. Bishan 7 Singh, his son, 
attained the rank of 1,000 with 400 horse, and on his grandfather’s 
death received the title of Raja and other favours. He was for a time 
engaged in chastising the Rathors, and for a time was the Faujdar 8 
of Islamabad. Later when he died, Bijai Singh 9 , his son, in the 44th 


1 Of. tit., pp. 968-711. For fuller details about Shivajis treatment at the 
Mughal Court, his escape etc, sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar's Ibivaji and His Times 
(1929 edn.), pp, 139-156. The reference to Sahas’ account in Maathir-nl-Umard 
is in Text, II, p, 347. Sec also Maathir-i-'Alamgiri , pp, 55 , 5b. 

2 Maaibir-t-'Alamgtri. p. 62. 

3 Op. cit., p. 154. 4 Op. cit.. p. 217. 

5 Op. cit., p, 65. 6 Op. cit., p. 158. 

7 Op. cit., p. 217. 

8 1 ‘tiqad Khan’s appointment as his successor at Islamabad is recorded in 

Maathir-i- Alamgiri on p. 382, 

9 Op. at., p. 424. 
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year, received the title of Raja Jai Singh and was exalted by promotion 
to the rank of 1,500 with 1,000 horse. In the 45th year he went 
with Jumlat-ul-Mulk Asad Khan for the conquest of the fort of 
Khelna; his account 1 has been given separately. 

RAM SINGH HARA 
(Vol. II, pp. 323, 324). 

He was a grandson of Madhu Singh Hara 2 . When Jagat Singh, 
son of Mukand Singh Hara died in the 25th year of Emperor 
Aurangzlb’s reign 3 , and left no son, the Emperor gave Kotah to 
Kishwar Singh, brother of Mukand Singh and the uncle of the 
deceased. The latter was also deputed with Muhammad A‘zam 4 5 Shah 
to the siege of Bljapur. On the day when Aman Ullah Khan, son of 
IlahwardI Khan, was killed 6 * , he also was wounded. In the 30th 
year he went to Haidarabad with Sultan Mu'azzam, and in the 36th 
year was exalted with the grant of a drum. Sometime later he died. 
At the request of Dhulfiqar Khan Bahadur the State of Kotah, in 
accordance with the ancestral custom, was assigned to his son Ram 
Singh, who was living in his native place. He at first had the rank of 
250, later he had been promoted to the rank of 600, and his rank was 
now raised to i,ooo. He was always attached to the said Khan. He ren¬ 
dered good service in the chastisement of Ran 5 son of Santa Ghorpare, 
and other Marathas. In the 44th year he was exalted with the grant of 

1 Maaihir-ul-U mara, Text, II, pp. 81-83. Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion, I, pp. 735, 736. 

2 Maathir-ul-U mara. Text, III, pp. 453-456, translation antea pp. 1-3. 

3 Vide the account of Mukand Singh Hara in Maatbir-ul-Umara, Text, III, 
p. 5 I0 > translation aulta p. 242. 

4 Muhammad A'zam Shah’s appointment is recorded in Maathir-i- 
‘Alamgtri, p. 21 9. 

5 This was in the 29th year, Maathir-i-'Alamgtri, p. 262, but Kishwar 
Singh is not mentioned there. 

6 Ranoojee of Grant Duff, History of Mahratlas (F.dwardes’ cdn. 1921), I, 

p. 295. 

75 
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a drum, and in the 48th year was promoted to the rank of 2,500; and he 
also received the Mumldiina Zamlndart in place of Rao Budh Singh 1 —as 
he was very desirous of having it—on the condition of his maintaining 
a contingent of 1,000 horse. After the death of Emperor Aurangzlb 
he took the side of Muhammad A‘zam Shah, and was promoted to the 
rank of 4,000. On the day of battle he bravely encountered Sultan 
‘Azim-ush-Shan, and was 2 killed. His son Bhim was appointed chief 
in his place. In the battle which took place between Saiyid Dilawar 
‘All Khan and Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah in 1131 A.H. (1719 A.D.), 
he disdained to fly after Dilawar ‘All Khan was killed, and bravely 
gave 3 up his life. At the time of writing Kaman Singh, his great 
grandson, and son of Satar Sal, son of Durjan Sal, is the chief of 
Kotah 4 . 

RANDAULA J 04 AN GHAZI 
(Vol. II, p. 309). 

He was from Bljapur. At the time of the return of Sultan Aurang¬ 
zlb Bahadur from the Dcccan to Upper India he accompaincd him, 
and did good service in the battles. After the battle with Maharaja 
Jaswant Singh he received the title of Randauia Khan, and was raised 
to the rank of 4,000 with 4,000 horse, of which 1,000 were two- 
horse three-horse troopers. After the first battle with Dara Shikoh he 
received a reward of Rs. 10,000. Later he was sent with Shaikh Mir 
Khwafi to block the path of egress of Sulaiman Shikoh. Afterwards 
he was appointed to the Deccan army, and was engaged in various 

1 This was in the 50th year, Maatbir-i-Alamgiri, p. 5 r 4 > where the name 
is Numidana with the variant Mumidana, which is also the name in Jarret’s 
A’irj, II, p. 275; it was in Rauthambhor. 

2 In the Battle of Jajau, see Later Mughals, I, p. 30. 

3 Later Mughals, II, p. 30, where his name is Rao Bhim Singh, see also 
footnote on the same page. 

4 For a succinct account of the history of Kotah see Imfertal Gazetteer, 
XV, pp. 412, 413. Also See Tod, Rajasthan (1914 edn.), II, pp. 410-412. 
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campaigns. In the 9th year he went 1 with Diler Khan Da’udzal for 
chastising the Zamindar of Chanda. In the 27th year, corresponding 
to 1094 A.H. (1683 A.D.) he died 2 . 

RASHID KHAN ANSAR! 

(Vol. II, pp. 242-250). 

His name was Allah Dad, and he was the son of Jalal-ud-Dln 
Raushanl. The latter reared the standard of power among the Afghans, 
and so brought: this wasp’s nest of strife into commotion. From the 
time of Emperor Akbar to that of Emperor Shah Jahiin the never- 
ending campaign in the country of Kabul indicates the measures taken 
for the uprooting of this sect. From the time of Emperor Akbar they 
were styled Tdrikls (obscurants). As it is necessary to give an account 
of Jalal-ud-Din’s ancestors, and of those who continued to stir up com¬ 
motion and strife after him, it is recorded here as follows. The father 
of Jalal-ud-Din, commonly known as Jalala, was Shaikh Bayazid 
generally styled Plr-i-Raushan and Raushanl. He was the son of 
Shaikh ‘Abdullah, who was separated by seven generations from Shaikh 
Siraj-ud-Dld Ansarl. He was born in the town of Jalandhar one year 
before Babur’s arrival in India. After he had completed 3 his course 

1 'Alamgirniima, p. 1024 

2 The year of his death is incorrect. It should be 1095 A. H. for he 
died on 4th Rabi' II, 1095 A.H. (21 si March, 1064 A.D.), vide Maathir-i- 
'Alamgtri, p. 244. 

3 The words in the text az tahsil Kamal appear to mean completing his 
training or initiation. They may be merely rhetoric, and refer to the complete 
subjugation of the country by the Mughals. Apparently Bayazid was still a 
child when his mother took him to Kanigrnm which lies south-south-west of 
Peshawar and Bantiu. A good account of the Raushanis was published by Count 
von Noer in his work The Emperor Akbar (Mrs. A. S. Beveridge's translation), 
II, pp. 138-169 (1890), mainly based on J. Leyden—On the Raushcniah sect 
and its Founder Bayczid Ansari ( Asiat. Researches, XI, 1810, pp. 363-428.). In 
this paper is also included a translation of Chapter IX of Dabistdn-i- Madhahib 
on which the Maathtr account is mainly based. 
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of initiation, and as he witnessed the power of the Mughals getting 
established, he with his mother named Bahin—who was of the same 
tribe—removed to Kanigram in the Roh (hill country) where his father 
was living. In the year 949 A.H. (1942 A.D.) a report gained 
currency that he could work miracles, and some of the Afghan tribes 
became his disciples. He also wrote a book in the Pushtu language in 
proof of the unity of the Deity, and called it Kbair-ul-Biyan. 

It is stated that this work is a compendium of the sayings of great 
men of earlier times, but many of the tribes taxed it with impiety, 
and so did not join him. It is stated that when he was brought into 
the assembly of Mirza Muhammad Hakim, the ‘Ulaina were unable 
to rebut his arguments. When he died, he was buried in Bhatipur, 
which was in the hill country (of Afghanistan). He had four sons 
and a daughter, viz., (1) Shaikh ‘Umar, (2) Nur-ud-Dln, whose son, 
Mirza’! by name, was a loyal imperial servant and was killed in the 
battle of Daulatabad, (3) Jamal-ud-Din, (4) Jalal-ud-Din, and (5) the 
daughter Kamal Khatuti, who died a prisoner of Qulij Khan Akbarsahl. 
Jalabud'Dln succeeded his father. He at the age of fourteen waited 
upon Emperor Akbar in 989 A.H. (1581 A.D.) when the Emperor 
was returning from Kabul, and had halted at the Yulam ferry. He 
was kindly received, but as he did not receive the rank which he 
expected, he went away' without leave, and lived with his father’s 
disciples, who were chiefly of the Orakza’i, Afrldi and Slurdad tribes, 
and with whom he was also connected by marriage. 

When in the 31st year the Mohmand and Ghurya Khail tribes, 
which numbered 1 2 some 10,000 families in the Peshawar territory—were 
oppressed by the agents of Saiyid Hamid Bokhan, the fief-holder of 

1 See Bada'oni Muntakbab-ut-Tawaribb, Text, JI, p. 340, Lowe’s transla¬ 
tion, II, p. 360, Yolumis apparently a mistake for Ilam Gudhar mentioned in 
Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 639, 702. The ferry, however, is not mentioned in 
the account of the year 989 A.H. Beveridge Akbarnatna, translation. III, p. 982, 
note 4, remarked ‘‘It was apparently a Pass into the Tirah territory. Or it 
may be the Shah Alam ferry on the Kabul river.” 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 510, translation, p. 777. 
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the area, they elected Jalala as their leader, and created a disturbance. 
They killed Hamid, and retired to Tlrah which was a hilly area some 
32 kos long, and 12 broad. On its east lies Peshawar, on its west 
Maidan, on its north Bara, and on its south Qandahar, it has many 1 2 
defiles and depressions. After reaching there they blocked 3 the 
Khaibar route. Raja Man Singh, the Governor of Kabul entered Tlrah 
by the route of Narwan, and attacked the Afridts—who were the leaven 
of the commotion—and halted at ‘All Masjid 3 . Jalala had received 
some punishment at the hands of Zain Khan Koka, who had been 
deputed by the Emperor, and who had made great efforts for uprooting 
the thorn-bush of the strife. When Jalala was hard-pressed, he in the 
32nd year left 4 the defiles of Tlrah, and took refuge in Swat and 
Bajaur, which constitute the territory of the Yusufza’ls. They in 
spite of the punishment they had received at the hands of the imperial 
troops, did not refrain from wickedness, and gave him shelter in their 
territory. Zain Khan advanced into those hills, and after severe fight¬ 
ing Jalala was nearly captured. He was, however, able to return 
again to Tlrah by the pass which had been left in the charge of Isma‘Il 
Quli Khan, but which he had left unguarded after the arrival of Sadiq 
Muhammad Khan. The latter pursued him by forced marches, and 
by suitable measures conciliated the Afridl and Orakza’T tribes. 
Accordingly they captured and produced before him Mulla Ibrahim 
whose son Jalala considered himself to be. Jalala thereupon lost faith 
in them and went to Turan, and the Afghans capturing his family 
handed it over to the royal troops 5 . In the 37th year Jalala returned 

1 The account of Tirah is from Akbarndma, Text, III, p.512. translation, p. 
781. For a critical note on the various localities sec Beveridge’s note 1 on p. 
781 of the translation. 

2 Sangchtn namiictand, may mean : made stockades or or piled up stones. 

3 For a more detailed account of Man Singh’s campaign sec Akbarndma, 
Text, III, pp. 513, 514, translation, pp. 781-784. 

4 Akbarndma, Text, III, pp. 525. 5*6, translation, pp. 802, 803. Also see 
Blochmann ‘A’in, (2nd. edn.) I. p, 388. 

5 Akbarnama, Text, Ilf, p. 53 1 . translation, p. 810. 
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from Turan, and with the help of the same tribes again raised the 
head of commotion. Asaf Khan Ja'far was deputed by the Emperor 
(to deal with it). The Afghans instead of opposing him took to 
cajolery, and represented that they had brought him from his home 
(Yiirat ?). Asaf Khan seized his family including a person by the 
name of Wahadat ‘All 1 . In the year 1007 A.H. (1558-99 A.D.) 
Jalala seized Gh aznin, but could not hold it. In the 43th year 1009 
A.H. (1600-01 A.D.) Jalala, who with the help of the LohanI tribe 
had started to attack Shadman Hazara in the Ghaznin District, was 
wounded, and retired to K 5 h Rabat. Murad B??g with a body of the 
servants of Sharif Khan Atga pursued him, and put an end to him. 
That author of great disturbances, whom for a long time large forces 
of imperial troops had been following and trying to round up, was 
thus easily dealt with 2 . After him Ahdad 3 , son of Shaikh ‘Umar, 
who was the cousin and son-in-law of Jalal-ud-Dln, became his succc- 
ssor and again stirred up strife. His bravery and valiant deeds sur¬ 
passed the records of Rustam and Afrasiyab, In the regin of Emperor 
Jahangir he fought hard battles with the royal forces, and was sometimes 
victorious.and at others unsuccessful. At last in 1035 A.H. (1625-26 
A.D.) Zafar Khan, son of Khwaja Abul Hasan Turbatl—who was 
managing Kabul as the deputy for his father—pressed him hard, and 
Ahdad took refuge in the fort of Nawaghar 4 5 . On the day of the battle 
(assault) he was killed by a bullet. It is stated that one day before 
(the battle) he after reading the work Kbair-ul-Biyan said, “Tomorrow 
will be the day of my union (with God)”, and so it was. He was 
succeeded by his son ‘Abdul Qadir. He attacked Zafar Khan, and 
plundered his baggage 3 . At last by the skilled exertions of Sa‘id 

1 Based on Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 607, 625, 639-631, translation, pp. 

928, 957, 982-983. 2 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 776, translation, p. 1160. 

3 Ahad Dad in the text, but Ahdad in Dabistan and Tuziik-i-Jahangin. 

4 The fort is called Nawak in text, and Nawaghar in Dabistan, but 
probably it is Nawaghai in Bajaur. 

5 In Dabistan it is stated that Zafar Khan escaped with great difficulty 
but all his harem were captured. 
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Khan Bahadur, Governor of Kabul, he accepted royal service, and 
received the rank of 1,000. When in the year 1043 A.H. (1633-34 
A.D.) he died while in service at Kabul, Sa‘ld Khan sent BTbi Ala’I, 
the wife of Ahdad and who was the daughter of Jalala, with her two 
sons-in-law Muhammad Zaman and Sahib Dad, and Qadir Dad, son 
of Muhammad Zarnan with other companions of ‘Abdul Qadir to the 
Court in the beginning of 1047 A.H, (end of May, 1637 A.D.). 
limperor Shah Jahan treated them with kindness and sent them to 
Rashid Khan who had charge of the province of Telingana. In the 
same year Karim Dad Kor (blind or leprous), the youngese son of 
Jalal-ud-Din, who had absconded and was living in the LohanI country, 
was invited by a number of the Naghaz tribes with evil intentions. 
They waited for an opportunity of taking him to Tlrah, and creating 
a commotion. When Sa‘Id Mian heard about the projected mischief, 
he collected hill footmen and archers from the tribes of Afghans who 
had submitted, and sent them with Raja Jagat Singh to chastise the 
malcontents. When they reached Naghaz, all the tribes, except 
Lakan and two others with whom Karim Dad was, submitted. When, 


however, they saw that their safety lay in surrendering him, they 
siezed him with his dependents, and made him over 1 (to the royal 
officers). In accordance with orders Sa‘id Khan put him to death. 
Afterwards when Jumlat-ul-Mulk Sa‘d UUah Khan came on the scene, 
the daughter of Karim Dad was given to him in marriage, and Lutf 
Ullah Khan and others were the children born of that chaste lady. 

As after Jalal-ud-Dln’s death Allah Dad, his son had—owing to 
the short-sightedness and the mutual envy of the Afghans—disputes 
with his brothers, he left the Roh country, and migrating to India 
had been enlisted in the service of bmperor Jahangir 8 . By his ability 
Allah Dad, in the course of time, attained a high office, and received 


1 According to Dabistan he was made over to Ya'qub Kashmiri and put 
to death in 1048 A.H. (1638 A.D.). 

2 He is mentioned a number of times in Tuzuk-i-Jabatigiri (Rogers & 
Beveridge’s translation) II, pp. 85, 120. 153, 215, 2^5. but the grant of the 
title of Rashid Khan is not mentioned. 
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the title of Rashid Khan. He performed valuable service, and in the 
reign of Emperor Shah Jahan he became a favoured officer. He was 
exalted by appointment to the rank of 4,000 with 3,000 horse, and 
appointed an auxiliary in the Deccan. In the 4th year of Emperor 
Shah Jahan’s reign he was with A'zam Khan Koka, the Viceroy of the 
Deccan, on the day when at the time of bringing forage an engage¬ 
ment took place with the armies of ‘Adil Shah and Nizam-ul-Mulk 
on the bank of the Manjra. Shahbaz Khan Rohilla—who was an 
officer of the rank of 4,000—was killed with his son, and Bahadur 
Khan Rohilla and Yusuf Muhammad Khan of Tashikand were severely 
wounded, and fell on the field, Rashid Khan—whose brother and a 
number of relations were killed—emerged wounded from the field 1 
and joined A'zam Khan. 

In short, Rashid Khan was a very likeable person. He was unique 
in his days for integrity, good intentions, comprehension, magnani¬ 
mity, and fellow feeling, and was unequalled for his courage, bravery, 
politeness, humanity, amiability and consideration. During the long 
time that he spent in the Deccan he was by his correct advice and 
dauntless courage a valuable ally of the governors of the Deccan, 
They did nothing of importance without consulting him. He main¬ 
tained an efficient force; all his men were devoted to him and treated 
him as a spiritual Leader. Accordingly Mahabat Khan represented 
to the Emperor that he was astonished that while Rashid Khan had so 
many devoted followers, and was so well endowed with intellect and 
courage, he never thought of becoming presumptuous. It would be 
advisable to summon him from the Deccan, otherwise the command 
of the border area should not be given to Khan Zaman who was in 
complete accord with Rashid Khan. If the two were together they 
might do something which it would be hard to rectify. Rashid Khan 
in the government of Burhanpur made such good arrangements, and 
inspired so much respect that the robbers from the hilly areas, whose 
depredations used to allow no rest to the ■ inhabitants of the towns, 


1 BadshZhnama, I, pt. i, p. 381. 
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thought it a great gain to escape with their lives. In later days he 
tor a long time governed Telingana, and was in Nandair. Up to the 
present day his sons, and his brother Had! Dad Khan are holding 
offices there. In the 22nd year of Emperor Shah Jahan s reign, in 
1058 A.H. (1648 A.D.) he died 1 2 3 while he was Governor of Nandair. 
In Shamsabiid Ma’ii he established a village, and laid out a garden. 
His body was conveyed there for burial. 

It is stated that he was not very learned, but he was sufficiently 
well informed about everything. He was unrivalled for his historical 
knowledge. He was a bigoted Hanafi. On critical examination he 
excluded many verses in the Hadiqa as interpolations, and learned 
men admitted his views as correct. In most of his habits and actions 
he resembled the Iranians. He was a voracious eater, and also used 
to dispense food in great abundance. The expenses of his harem 
exceeded those of any other Amir of the times. He greatly enlarged 
the Tdgah of Burhanpur, which was very small, and arranged its water 
supply through an underground channel. Of his sons Ilham 
Ullah 4 attained the rank of 1,500 with 1,500 horse, and Asad 
Ullah that of 1,500 with 1,500 horse by the 50th year of Emperor 
Shah Jahan’s reign. 


RASHID KHAN ILHAM ULLAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 303-305). 

He was the second son of Rashid Khan' 1 Ansarl. When his 
father 4 died in the 22nd year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign, the 
Emperor increased the ranks of Ilhamullah and his elder brocher Asad 
Ullah. In the 28th year when Asad Ullah, who was the Thanadar of 
ChandSr, received an increase to the rank of 1500 with 1,000 horse, 

1 ‘Amal Salih III, pp. 66, 67. 

2 His biography is published immediately after this notice. 

3 Maathtr-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 242-250, translation antca pp. 595-601. 

4 ‘Amal Salih, III, pp, 66, 67. 
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and was made fief-holder and Governor of Ellchpur, Rashid Khan was 
appointed Thanadar of Chandor. In the 30th year 1 when Hadi Dad 
Khan, his uncle, died, and as there was no one more suited than Ilham 
Ullah in that line, he was promoted to the rank of 1,300 with 
1,500 horse in order that Hadi Dad Khan’s contingent might not 
be scattered. When Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur started from the 
Deccan for Upper India, he accompanied him. After the battle with 
Maharaja Jaswant Singh he was rewarded with a dress of honour and a 
flag, his rank was raised to 3,000 with 3,000 horse of which 500 were 
two-horse and three-horse troopers, and he received his father’s 2 title. 
After the first battle with Data Shikoh he received 3 4 a present of 
Rs. 20,000, and after the battle with Sultan Shuja* he was appointed 1 
an auxiliary of Prince Muhammad Sultan, and was sent to Bengal. In 
the battles and afflictions in that province he greatly helped his 
commander, and bravely exerted himself in extirminating the enemy. 
In the 4th year he with the General (Mir Jumla) went to Kuch Bihar 
(Cooch Bihar) and Assam, and rendered good service. In the 5th year 
he was, on return from there, appointed in accordance with orders, 
Faujdar of the Sarkar of Kamrup 5 * * , and was for a time Governor of 
Orissa. In the 19th year he was removed 8 from there, and appointed 
to the Dcccan campaign. For a time he was Faujddr of Nandair. 
He died at his appointed time. 


1 Op. cit., p. 234. 

2 Alamgimama, p. 76. 

3 Op. cit., p. 128. 

4 Op. cit., p. 245. 

5 Op. cit., p. 681 and Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 44. 

(■> His removal from the post of the Governor of Orissa is recorded in 

Maathir-i-Alamgiri, p. i 5o. In the 26th year there is a record of his sending 

a report about the expenses of the Assam expedition, op. cit., p. 234. 
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RAO RATAN HARA 
(Vol. II, pp. 208-211). 

He was the sou of Rao Blioj 1 Hara. He was for a time the object 
of censure with Emperor Jahangir owing to a fault 2 of his father. In 
the 3rd year he came to the Court, and was favourably received, and 
granted the title of Sarbuland 3 4 5 Ral. In the 8th year he was deputed 
under Sulcan Khurram to the expedition against Riina Amar Singh, 
and in the iotli year he was seconded to the Deccan expedition. 
Later he received a promotion in his rank'. In the 18th year when 
Emperor Jahangir became alienated from his distinguished son Shah 
Jahan at the instigation of various people, the affair ended in an open* 
war. The said Prince marched to Mandu and crossed the Narbada. 
Sultan Parvlz under the tutelage of Mahabat Khan was deputed to 
pursue him, and Rao Ratan was also attached to the expedition. After 
crossing the Narbada, when Shah Jahan went from the borders of 
Telingana to Bengal, and Sultan Parvlz, according to the orders of his 
father, started for the province of Bihar, Mahabat Khan in the 19th 
year left Rao Ratan in charge of Burhtinpur. When Shah Jahan 
rccurned from Bengal, and it was reported that he was going to the 
Deccan, Rao Ratan wished to come out of the city and oppose him. 
When this news reached Emperor Jahangir, orders were issued that 
Rao Ratan should protect the city till he received reinforcements, and 

1 MaatJyir-tilU nura, Text II, pp. 147, 142, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
4o8, 409. Sec also Blochmann, A'm, I (2nd cdn.), p. 5/0. 

2 The fault was that tie refused to give his consent to the marriage of his 
grand-daughter, the daughter of Jagat Singh, with Emperor Jahangir. The 
marriage, however, took place on 4th Rabi' I, 10/7 A.H. (18th June, 1608 
A.D.)—see Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzuk-i-Jabangtri, l, p. 145, 

3 Rogers & Beveridge’s THzHk-i-Jahangin, I, p. 140. 

4 Op. cit., p. 299. In the index two references on pp. 406, 411. to 
Sarbuland Khan ire wrongly included under Sarbuland Rai or Ray, as the 
name is written there. 

5 For a good account of Shah Jahan’s rebellion see Beni Prasad, History of 
Itihangir, pp. 366- 386. 
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must not leave the city to fight. In the 20th year Shah Jahan came 
to Devalgaon in the Balaghat in Berar, and caking Yiiqut Khan 
Habsht and the army of (Malik) ‘Ambar with him came to Burhan- 
pur, and encamped at La‘l Bagh. Frotn one side ‘Abdullah Khan 
Bahadur, and from the other Muhammad TaqI Sim-Saz, known as 
Shah Quli Khan, besieged the city, and orders were issued for its 
capture. Shah Quli Khan with 400 men succeeded in entering the 
city, and stationing themselves on the terrace of the police station 
proclaimed that it was Shah Jahan’s rule. Sarbuland RaT was in the 
entrenchments on the other side. He sent his son, but he was defeated 
after a fight. The Rao pushed forward the elephant Jagajot and 
fought in the market place, and behaved bravely. Muhammad TaqI, 
who had lost all hope of receiving assistance, retired to the fort, and 
having made a compact came and saw Sarbuland Rai. It is stated 
that Rao Ratan at the time of the battle said “ MarshdnV' i.e ., “I 
will die.” 

In fine, in consequence of the near approach of Sultan Parviz with 
a large army, which in accordance with the Emperor’s orders had 
marched from Allahabad to the Deccan, and his own illness, Shah 
Jahan was forced to retire to the Balaghat Rohankhera (Robankhcd). 
Rao Ratan was rewarded by promotion to the rank of 5,000 foot with 
5,000 horse, and the title of Ram Raj—than which there was no 
higher title in the Deccan 1 . After Emperor Shah Jahan’s accession 
he came in the 1st year from his native country of Bundl, and did 
homage 2 . He received a robe of honour, a decorated dagger, the 
former rank of 5,000 foot with 5,000 horse, a flag, a drum, a horse 
with golden saddle, and an elephant. In the same year he was 
deputed with Khan Khanan for the chastisement of the Ozbcgs who 
had started a commotion towards Kabul. In the 3rd year he was sent 
with a force under his command to Telingana, and the order was 

1 1 qbalnama-i -1 abangiri, pp. 243, 244; j£hafi l£han, I, pp. 354-3571 Beni 

Prasad, op. cit., pp. 383-385. In the last work Yaqut Julian’s name is incorrect¬ 
ly given as Yakub Khan. 

2 Badshahndrmi, I, p. 185. 
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issued that he should halt in the pargana of Basina in Berar, and 
arrange for the taking of Tclingana, and stop the coming and going 
of the rebels. When the expedition to that territory, at the request 
of Naslri Khan was assigned to him, Ram Raj in compliance with the 
orders of summons returned to the Court, and did homage. Later, 
when the command of the Deccan army was given to Yamln-ud- 
Daula Asaf Khan, Rao Ram Raj was appointed to assist him. In the 
4th year, corresponding to 1040 A.H. (1630-31 A.D.) he died 1 
in the Balaghat camp. Satr Sal, who was his grandson and heir, 
and Miidhfi Singh, his second son, were consoled by the grant of 
royal favours. Separate accounts 2 of the two have been included. 

RAUSHAN-UD-DAULAH BAHADUR 
RUSTAM JANG 

(Vol. II, pp. 333-336). 

His name was Khwaja Muzaffar, and he was a descendant of the 
Naqshbandi Khwajas. His grandfather, Khwaja Nasir by name, 
came to India during the time of Emperor Shah Jahan, and was a 
companion of Sultan Shuja‘. He gradually rose to the rank of 
1,500 with 500 horse, and was honoured with the title of Muhammad 
Fakhr-ud-Din Khan. After the battle which took place between the 
said Prince and Emperor Aurangzlb in the vicinity of Khajua, and 
after Sultan Shuja* retired to Bengal, the said Khan, who had charge 
of the harem, and some of his relations fell at the gate (of the Zanana, 
deori). His son, Khwaja ‘Abdul Qadir by name, who survived him, 
lived as a dervish; he died in the time of Emperor Farrukh Siyar. 
Khwaja Muzaffar was his son, and at first was in the service of Rafi‘- 

1 In the account of Rao Ratal! in Tod’s Rajasthan (1914 edn.), II, pp. 385, 
386, it is stated that he was killed near Burhanpiir, but his death in the Bala¬ 
ghat is recorded in Badshahnama, I, p. 401, 

2 For Satr Sal’s account see Maatbir-Hl-UmarS, Text, II, pp, 260-263. 
Madhu Singh Hara’s account is printed in the same work, Text, III, pp. 4.53- 
456, translation antea pp. 1-3. 
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ush-Shan, and attained the rank of 1,500 with 500 horse, and received 
the title of Zafar Khan. After the said Prince was killed 1 , Zafar 
Khan renounced the world, and became a companion of Shah Bhik, 
who was famous as a worker of miracles. When the affairs under¬ 
went a change, and Farrukh Siyar’s arrival from Patna to fight with 
Jahandat Shah was reported, Zafar fGaan left the dervish, and went to 
Farrukh Siyar as the bearer of good news. Through the intermedia¬ 
tion of Husain ‘All Khan he was favoured with an interview and was 
appointed to the rank of 5,000 with 5,000 horse, and granted a flag, 
a drum, a fringed palanquin, and the title of Zafar Khan 2 Rustam 
Jang. He was also exalted by appointment as the 3rd Bakhshl. After 
the battle with fahandar Shah, which resulted in Farrukh Siyar getting 
the kingdom, Iris rank was increased to 7,000 with 7,000 horse, and 
he received the title of Raushan-ud-Daulah and the insignia of the 
Fish. In the time of the supremacy of the Barah Saiyids he as a 
matter of policy joined their party. Later when the throne passed to 
Muhammad Shah, and through the exigency of Fate the Emperor’s 
favourite Koki—who was an eloquent and clever woman—became all 
powerful in the affairs of the State, and was the sole arbiter of all 
affairs, Raushan-ud-Daulah allied himself with her, and became the 
intermediary for all men. Without regard to rank or dignity, every¬ 
one who came forward, had to pay a sum of money as tribute to the 
Emperor, and presents to Koki and to the Khwaja. Gradually he 
became a rich man, and in the reign of this Emperor the title of Ydr 
Wafaddr (the Faithful Friend) was added to his other titles. In the 
year 1149 A.H. (1736-37 A.D.) he died. He was devoid of outward 
attainments, but was very humane and courteous. He acquired a 
name for his benevolence to the poor. His expenditure on the 
anniversary celebrations ( ‘Urs ) of his spiritual teacher, who 

1 Rafi-ush-Shan was killed in the battle against Jahandar Shah near 
Lahore on 21st Safar 1124 A.H. (30th March, 1712 A.D.), sec Later 
Mughals , I, pp. 146,183-185. 

2 He is Khwaja Muzaffar Panipat] of Later Mughah, I, p. 260. 
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is buried at Panipat, and his lighting up the road from 
the Capital to the tomb of Khwaja Qutb-ud-Dln Bakhtiyar 
Kakl are famous. 1 As he always had the end of his turban 
sticking up as a crest ( Turret ), and even his servants, both horse and 
foot, adopted the same fashion, he became known as Turrabaz Khan 2 . 
He had many children. The best of them was Qaim Khan, who 
came to the Deccan to see his sister who was married to Nawab 
Nasir Jang the Martyr. After a time he returned to Delhi. Another 
son also came to the Deccan some years back, and received a high 
rank, and the title of Muzaffar-ud-Daulah, and later died. Raushan- 
ud-Daulah had two brothers. One who was of a military turn of mind 
was Fakhr-ud-Daulah 3 Shuja'at Jang who rose to the rank of 7,000. 
He was at first Bakhshi of the Ahdts. In the reign of Muhammad 
Shah he was appointed Governor of Patna, and was there for seven 
years. Later he was removed from there, and appointed Governor of 
Kashmir, and after spending three years there was recalled to the 
Court. After Nadir Shah’s departure from India he was appointed 
Governor of the province of Gujarat. When the Marathas became 
supreme there, he could not arrange matters with them. In a battle 
his equippage was plundered, and he was made a prisoner. For a 
time he was in prison. After his release he started for Delhi, but on 
reaching the town of Dohad he died. He had several sons. The 
best of them was Muhammad Kabir Khan, who came to the Deccan 
in the time of Salabat Jang, and was appointed Bakhsht of the province 
there. He reached the rank of 8,000 and had the title of Khan 
Khanan. He died in 1191 A.H. (1777 A.D.). He was of a friendly 
disposition, and fond of society. Flis children arc alive. The second 
brother was Roshan-ud-Daulah Munawwar ‘All Khan, who had the 

1 For a detailed notice of Raushati-ud-Daulah Rustam Jang see Later 
Mugbals, 11 , pp. 266, 267. For Qutb-ud'Din Balyhdyar Kaki see TUrtkh-i- 
I'irishta (Newal Kishore edn.), II, pp, 378-383, and his tomb at Delhi Sir Saiyid 
Ahmad’s Ath^ar-us-Sanaclui (Lucknow, 1900 edn.), pp. 75, 76. 

2 j£hafi Khan, II, p. 908. 

3 Beale’s Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 edn.), p. 126, 
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title of Muftkhar-ud-Daulah. He, after the appointment of Fakhr-ud- 
Daulah as the Governor of 'Azlmabad (Patna) was, in his place, 
appointed Bakbsh't of the Ahdts. 

RI'AYAT KHAN Z A HI R-U D-D AU L AH 
(Vol. II, pp. 33 2 - 333 )- 

He was the uterine brother of Muhammad Amin Khan Bahadur 1 , 
and was the husband of the daughter of QulTj Khan a . But there was 
not such harmony, as there should be, between the brothers. During 
the days when Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah Bahadur after the seizure of 
Farrukh Siyar went 3 to settle Malwa 5 Ri'ayat Khan went with him to 
that province. He also accompanied Asaf Jah during the latter’s re¬ 
treat towards the Deccan, and rendered valuable services in the battles 
against Saiyids Dilawar ‘All Khan and ‘Alam ‘All Khan 4 . His rank 
was consequently raised to 5,000 with 5,000 horse, and he was 
granted the title of Zahir-ud-Daulah, and appointed Governor of Malwa. 
As this was contrary to the wish of I'timad-ud-Daulah Muhammad 
Amin Khan Bahadur—who was the permanent Vaztr —Asaf Jah 
recalled him from there, and gave him the fief of pargana Balapur in 
Berar. In the battle with Mubariz Khan ‘Imad-ul-Mulk he distin¬ 
guished himself, and received some wounds. After two days in the 
year 1136 A.H. (1724 A.D.) he died 5 of these wounds. His son 
was ‘Azlm Ullah Khan, whose mother was Qullj Khan’s daughter. 
His wife was the daughter of ‘ltimiid-ud-Daulah Qamr-ud-Dln Khan. 

1 I'timad-ud-Daulah Muhammad Amin j£han Chin Bahadur son of Mir 
Baha'-ud-Din for whom see Maathtr-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 346,350, translation 
antea pp. 114-117. 

2 Ma 2 thir-ul-Umar 2 . Text, III, pp. 120-123, translation antea pp. 539 ' 54 i- 

3 Later Mugbals, I, p. 405. 

4 He was left in-charge of Burhanpur when Asaf Jah marched to light 
against Dilawar 'All I£han, Later Mugbals, II, p. 28. He was with the main 
body of the army in the battle against ‘Alam ‘Ali f^han, op. cit., p, 47 - 

5 Later Mugbals , II, p. 148. 
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At the time when Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah after being appointed 
Vazir received the governorship of Ujjain (MaKva) in the name of his 
eldest son Ghazt-ud-Dfn Flriiz Jang, he deputed ‘Azlm Ullah Khan 
as his deputy there 1 . Afterwards he went to the Court, and stayed 
with hts father-in-law. He had a choleric temperament. His dis¬ 
respectful remarks to the Emperor and the Vaz'tr of the time are well 
known. In the time of Nadir Shah he was appointed to collect the 
fines 2 levied on the inhabitants of Shahjahanabad (Delhi). He died 
at his appointed time. 


(RAJA) ROZ AEZON 
(Vol. II, pp. 218, 219). 

He was the son of Raja Sangram 3 , a landholder on the borders of 
Bihar. In the reign of Emperor Akbar when Sbahbaz Khan Kambu 
was appointed to the Eastern districts, and the imperial forces passed 
near the fort of Mahda, which belonged to Raja Sangram, the said 
Khan decided to besiege it. Sangram gave a proof of his loyalty by 
handing over the keys of the fort 4 . He never went to the Court, 
but he always faithfully served the governors of the province. In the 
1 sc year o^. Emperor Jahangir’s reign Jahangir Qull Khan Lilia Beg, 
Governor of the province, led an army against him 5 and during the 

1 He was replaced by Raja Girdhar Bahadur, op. cit., p. 153. 

2 Op. cit., [>. 373, and Fraser, History of Nadir Shah (1742), p, 2ot. 

3 He was the Raja of Kharagpur in the Monghyr subdivision. See 
Blochmann A'in, I (and cdn.), p. 494, note 2, Proc. As. Soc. Bengal for 1870, 
pp. 30b, 307, and O’Malley's Gazetteer oj Monghyr (1909), pp. 34, 35, 214, 
215. 

4 AkharnUma, Text, III, p. 18b, Beveridge’s translation. 111 , p. 261. The 
name of the fort is Mahad or Mahda in the text, and Beveridge has Mahad in 
the translation. Blochmann, op. cit., p. 306, noted that he could not find 
Mahda on any of the maps. 

5 This is not mentioned in Tuzkiti-fahangiri. It is, however, noted on 
p, 29b of first volume of the translation that he had "been killed in opposing 
the leaders of the State”. 
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battle he died of a gun-shot wound. Raja Roz Afzun was from his 
early years in the Emperor’s service, and embraced Islam. In the 8th 
year he was appointed Governor of his home country 1 2 and received 
the gift of an elephant. By the end of the reign of that Emperor he 
had attained the rank of 1,500 foot with 700 horse 3 . In the ist year 
of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he was deputed 3 with Mahabat Khan 
Khan Khanan towards Kabul to repel Nadhar Muhammad Khan ruler of 
Balkh who had raised the standard of revolt, and later for the chastise¬ 
ment 4 of Jujhar Singh Bundcla. In the 3rd year lie went with A'zam 
Khan with the army which was under his command in the name of 
Shaista Khan and received an increase of 100 horse 5 * . In the 4th year 
he went with NasIrT Khan to Nandair. In the 6th year he was 
appointed 8 to the Deccan campaign in attendance on Muhammad 
Shuja*, and some of his men were killed in the siege of Parenda. In 
the 8th year his rank was advanced 7 to 2,000 with 1,000 horse, and 
in the same yeat*, corresponding to 1044 A.H. (1634-35 A.D.), he 
died. His son, Raja Bihruz had in the 3rd year of Emperor Shah 
Jahan’s reign attained the rank of 700 with 700 horse, and was 
appointed to the campaign to Qandahar etc. In the time of Emperor 
Aurangzlb he rendered valuable services in taking the army 0 under 


1 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzuk-i-Jabangiri, I, pp. 296, 297. 
He is described as a confidential servant op. cit ., II, p. 236, and was sent to Shah 
Jahan to enquire about his presumptuous conduct. His real name was Toral 
Mai and he is stated to have been married to a cousin of Emperor Jahangir, see 
O’Malley, op. cit., p. 215, and Rashbihari Bose, lourn. As. Soc. Bengal, XL. pt. 
j, pp. 22, 23. 

2 This does not appear to be correct, as in the 1st year of Shah Jahan’s 
reign his rank is given as i,5oo with 600 horse, sec Badsbahnama. I, pt. i, p. 

182 (The word 9 !_}* or thousand has by mistake been left out in the printed 
edition). 

3 Op. cit., p. 213. 4 Op. cit., p. 241. 

5 Op. cit., p. 316. 6 BadsbUbnSma, I, pt. ii, p. 35. 

7 Op. cit., p, 67. 8 Op. cit., p. 303. 

9 'Alamgirnama, pp. 494, 495, where he is described as Zamindar of 

Monghyr. 
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Prince Muhammad Sultan and Mu'azzam Khan by unknown paths 
into Bengal. He also distinguished himself in the battles in Bengal 
which Aurangzib’s forces under Mu'azzatn Khan had to fight with 
Shuja'. In the 4th year he was prominent 1 2 during the taking of 
Palamau in Bihar. In the 8th year he died 3 . 


ROH ULLAH KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 309-315). 

He was the second son of Khalil Uilah Khan 3 of Yazd. In the 
end of the 2nd year of Emperor Aurangzib’s reign he was married 4 5 * to 
the daughter ol Amlr-ul-Umarii Shaista Khan, and was raised to the 
rank of 1,500, and granted the title of Khan*. In the 6th year he 
was appointed Mir BakkskV' of the Abadis , and became a favourite of 
the Emperor. In the 10th year his rank was increased to 2,000, and 
he was appointed Master of the Horse 7 . In the 16th year he was 
appointed Faujdar of Dhamuni 8 , and about the same time was, for 
some reason, deprived of his rank. Later, in the 18th year he was 
reinstated in the rank of 1,500 with 400 horse, and appointed 9 Faujdar 
of Saharanpur. In the 19th year he was reappointed 10 * Master of the 
Horse, and in the 20th year he was appointed to the high office of 
Kbdnsdmdn ' 1 (Chamberlain) in succession to Ashraf Khan. In the 
22nd year, on the death of Darab Khan he was made Head of the 
Artillery 13 , and in the 24c!! year became the 2nd Bakbsbl 13 in succession 

1 Op. rit., pp. 653-658. 

2 He died ill 1665 A.D. vide O’Malley of. lit., p. 35. 

3 Madlhir-ul-Utnard, Text, 1 , pp. 775-782, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 

tion, I, pp. 767-770. 4 'Alamgirnama, p. 477. 

5 Of. cit., p. 486. 6 Op. rit., p. 830. 

7 Op. cit., p, 1061, where ALbla-begi is misprinted as Akbtar-bcgi. 

8 MaathirA-' Alum girt, p. 127. 

<7 Of. cit., p. 1 44 - 10 Op. cit., p. 150. 11 Of. cit., p. 156. 

12 He was reappointed Master of the Horse in the 22nd year, op. cit., 

p. 1 72, anrl later Head of the Artillery, op. cit., p. 176. 

13 Op. cit., p. 195. 
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to ‘Aqil Khan Khawafl. When the extensive territories of the Deccan 
became the centre of activities of the royal forces, he, because of his 
capabilities for management and service, was sent in advance for the 
chastisement and eradication of the recalcitrants. In the 26th year his 
mother Hanrida Banu Begum who was the Emperor’s maternal aunt, 
died. Nawab Zeb-un-Nisa Bcgam, the second daughter of the 
Emperor, and his favourite amongst his children went to Ruh Ullah 
Khan’s house, and consoled him. Prince Muhammad Kam Bakhsh 
also visited him, and making him give up mourning brought him to 
the Presence 1 . He was exalted with numerous favours at the hands of 
the Emperor. In the same year he went to the Konkan, but later 
returned. In the 28th year he was exalted by the grant of a drum, and 
was deputed to chastise the rebels of Bijapur whom Prince Muhammad 
A'zam Shah was besieging. In the end of the same year, when the 
Emperor was encamped nerfr Sholapur, he came from Bijapur, and was 
appointed to Ahmadnagar in place of Khan Flruz Jang. In the 30th 
year in the month of Dhul Qa‘da, when a week had not elapsed since 
the taking of Bijapur, he was, on the death of Ashraf Khan, appointed 
Mir Bakbsbi 2 . During those days when the victorious imperial 
standards proceeded for the conquest of Haidarabad, Ruh Ullah Khan 
was promoted to the rank of 5,000 with 4,000 horse, and was left to 
govern the scattered areas of the Bijapur Saba, which was still not free 
from commotion 3 . Later, when the siege of Golkonda (Golconda) 
was protracted, the said Khan, in accordance with the orders of 
summons, arrived, and was appointed to take steps for reducing the 
fort. Ruh Ullah Khan had recourse to trickery, and through Ranmast 
Khan the elder he seduced from loyalty ‘Abdulin h Khan Pan! of 
Bijapur alias Sarandaz Khan—who before the conquest of Bijapur had 
entered imperial service, but had again gone over to Abul Hasan and 
became his trusted servant. Rfih Ullah Khan by his clever diplomacy 
won him over. Accordingly that faithless, disloyal man at midnight on 
\ 

1 Op. tit., p. 223. 

2 Op. cit ., p. 281. 


3 Op. cit., p. 282. 
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24th Dhul Qa‘da (21st September, 1687) brought in Bakhshi-ul-Mulk 
with Ranmast Khan and Mukhtar Khan—who were prowling round 
the fort looking for an opportunity — by the Khirki Gate, which was 
assigned to the charge of that faithless man (‘Abdullah Khan). The 
Bakhshi-ul-Mulk at once went to the house of Abiil Hasan—who was 
sleeping carelessly—and arrested him before he or those around him 
could offer any resistance 1 . 

It is stated that when the noise of the atrests made by the 
Bakhshi-ul-Mulk rose high, the women of the harem raised a tremen¬ 
dous outcry. Abiil Hasan was not in the least disconcerted, and 
tried to comfort everyone. Having asked forgiveness and taken leave 
of all he came and sat down in his place. He exchanged greetings 
with Ins newly arrived friends and uninvited guests, and without a 
frown or loss of dignity he discoursed with them till dawn. When 
the steward reported that food was ready, he partook of it. Ruh 
Ullah Khan expressed his surprise and enquired, “Is this a time for 
food.” Abul Hasan either did not understand or purposely retorted, 
“It is my time for food.” Ruh Ullah Khan said, “I know, but how 
can you want to eat at such a critical time !” He replied, “You speak 
truly, but my belief is that God will never withdraw his kind eye from 
his humble servant. I spent a long time in poverty and destitution. 
Suddenly I became a king when I never expected anything like 
it. Now when it is the time for retribution for sundry acts (of 
mine), the bridle of my authority has been placed in the hands 
of one like Emperor Aurangzlb. It is a time for thanks, not for 
complaints.” 2 

In short, this victory occurred in the 31st year, 1098 A.H. 


1 Op. til., p. 299. Sec also KJjafi jehan, II, pp. 361, 362. Khirki means 
a wicket, but here apparently it must have been Kirki, the okl name of 
Aurangabad. 

2 This account is taken almost verbatim from Kh afi Khan, II, pp. 363- 
365, See also Siyar-ttl-Mutaakhkhirin (Calcutta reprint), IV, p. 231, accor¬ 
ding to which Abiil Hasan had spent 15 or 16 years as a dervish. 
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(1687 A.D.), and Fath Qil'a Golkonda mubarak bad 1 (May the 
conquest of the fort of Golkonda be auspicious !) is its chronogram. 
Then the Emperor proceeded to settle the affairs of the extensive 
territory of Bljapur, and appointed 2 Ruh Ullah Khan to the govern¬ 
ment of Haidarabad, which received the name of Dar-ul-Jibad. 
Later, he came to the Presence, and in the beginning of the 33rd year 
was appointed to take the fort 3 of Ralchur from the infidels. The 
said Khan by vigorous efforts conquered that fort, and was rewarded 
with approbation and praise. The fort was named Firuznagar 4 5 . In 
the 35th year he was deputed to punish the Zamlndar of Sakar and 
Wagingfra. In the beginning of the 36th year his daughter ‘Ayisha 
Begum was married* to Prince Muhammad ‘Azlm the second son of 
Prince Shah ‘Alam Bahadur. In the end of the same year, 1103 
A.H. (1691-92 A.D.) he died in Qutbabad Galgala 6 . The chrono¬ 
gram is: Ruh dar tan-i-mulk namand: 1103 (The soul did not 
remain in the body of the country or peace departed from the coun¬ 
try). When he was dying Emperor Aurangztb went to visit him. 
That faithful and loyal servant in the state when he was breathing 
almost his last breath recited this verse: 

What a pleasure (niyaz) must be there in this world of 

supplication ( 'niyazmandi ) ! 

When at the time of yielding up life you have come to his 

head. 

The said Khan was very wise and acute, and was possessed of 
many good and pleasant qualities. He was a good conversationalist 
and expert scribe. Most of his petitions were approved and accepted 

1 The chronogram was composed by Mir ‘Abdul Karim, see ALiathir-i- 
'Alamgirt , p. 300. 

2 Op. cit p. 305. 

3 Op. cit., p. 331. 

4 Op. cit., pp. 332, 333. 

5 Op. cit: p. 347 - 

6 Op. cit., p. 348. The verse quoted above which lie recited when the 
F.mperor visited him is also given there. 
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by the Emperor. More extraordinary still, the disposition of 
the Emperor was very religious, and Ruh Ullah Khan flourished 
in a daily market of intrigue and turmoil, and was busy in giving and 
taking, but the Emperor had much confidence m him, for in spite of 
his alertness and persistence Ruh Ullah Khan so managed to conceal 
his actions, and represented them so cleverly that the Emperor was 
obliged to accept his statements. 

It is stated that a Raja had got into difficulties owing to the very 
procrnctcd nature of the Deccan campaign, and the delay in the receipt 
of money from his fief in Upper India. He repeatedly took advances 
from that State treasury through Ruh Ullah Khan. Again he wanted 
an advance, but Ruh Ullah Khan would not allow it. The Raja being 
obliged said that whatever he got from the treasury he would give 
two-thirds ol it to Ruh Ullah Khan in recognition of his help and 
keep only one third for himself. Ruh Ullah Khan made a good report 
on his petition, and procured Rs. 30,000 for him. According to the 
agreement he gave the Raja Rs. 10,000. His enemies reported the 
affair in detail to the Fmperor, and the latter after two or three days 
enquired of the said Khan whether the Raja had taken his money from 
the treasury. He at once replied, “These men for their own selfish 
ends come at all times, and are disgustingly importunate, and we 
servants have not the courage always to be making representations. 
So for the present I have given Rs. 10,000 to his agent, and kept 
the rest. When he asks for it, it will be given to him in instalments.” 

The Amir, however, tried to be bounteous, and to help in further¬ 
ing the work of the people. He opened the gates of prosperity for 
all, whether far or near. He was unique amongst Aurangzlb’s 
officers for his liberality and pleasant countenance. His elder son, 
Saif Ullah Khan, died six months after him. The second son was 
Kh annziid Khan 1 , who received his father’s title; his account has been 
separately given. His third son Bairam Khan Muhammad Baqir was 
alive in the time of Emperor Muhammad Shah, and enjoyed some fiefs. 


1 Madthit'ttl-Umarii. Text, II, pp. 31 5-317, translation II, pp. 616, 617. 



6 x6 


Ruh Ullah Khan Khanazad Khan 


[Maathir- 


ROH ULLAH KHAN KHANAZAD KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 315-317). 

He was the son of Ruh Ullah 1 2 Khan the 1 st. At first he had a 
suitable rank and the title of Khanazad Khan. In the 28th year of 
Emperor Aurangzlb’s reign he was deputed to escort 5 * Udaipurl Mahal, 
the Emperor’s lady, from Aurangabad or Ahmadnagar where the 
Emperor’s camp was. In the 33rd year when the fort of Firuznagar 
or Riilchur had been taken through the excellent efforts of his father, 
the late Ruh Ullah Khan, Khanazad Khan became a favourite of the 
Emperor and was promoted to the rank of 1,500 with 600 horse 3 . 
In the 35th year his rank was advanced to 2,000 with 700 horse 4 . 
When his father died in the 36th year, his rank 5 became 2,500 with 
1,000 horse, and he was appointed QUrbcgj (Keeper of the Arsenal) 
in succession to Mukhlis Khan. In the 38th year he was appointed 
Superintendent of the Grooms, and later made Head of the Artillery in 
succession to Mukhlis Khan, and granted an increase of 500 in his 
rank®. In the 39th year lie was deputed with a force for the chastise¬ 
ment of Santa Ghorpare. Unfortunately a misfortune happened to 
him—which has been detailed in the biography of Qasim Khan 
KarmanI 7 —and he escaped from the Marathas by sacrificing all his 
baggage®. The Emperor after bearing of this catastrophe appointed 
him to the charge of BTdar 0 . In the end of the 40th year he came 
to Court, and in the 41st year was granted the title of Ruh Ullah 
Khan, and was appointed 10 Kbansdman (Chamberlain) in succession 
to Fadil Khan Burhan-ud-Din, who - had resigned. Later lie was 
appointed in addition Superintendent 11 of the Divdn-i-Khas on the 


1 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 309-315. translation anlea, pp. 611 615. 

2 Ibid, pp. 252, 253, 

3 Op. cit., pp. 332, 333. 5 Op. cit., pp. 340, 341. 

5 Op. cit., p. 349. 6 Op. lit., p, 370. 

7 Maathir-ul-IJmara, III, pp. 123-126, translation autea, pp. 503-507. 

8 Op. at., pp. 375-379- 9 °P- < P- 379 - 

10 Of. cit., p. 386. 1 1 Op. cit., p. 392. 
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(.lentil of Siy.idat Khan Saiyid Oghllin. In the 43rd year he was 
made 1 Superintendent of the Jilau (body-guard) in succession to 
Dhulfiqar Khan. In the conquest of the forts of Satara and Parll he 
rendered good service, and in the 44th year was appointed 2 2nd 
Bakbsbi in succession to Mukhlis Khan. After the taking of the fort 
of Sakhr-un-na he was granted an increase of 200 horse 3 . In the 
48th year, correponding to the year 1115A.H. (1703-04 A.D.) in 
the height of his youth 4 * he died, llis sons Khalil Ullah Khan and 
1 ‘tiqad Khan—who later received the title of Rfih Ullah Khan— 
received mourning robes. They came to the Court, and paid their 
respects. The daughter of the deceased received jewels valued at 
Rs, 5,000. 

ROPSI 

(Vol. II, pp. ioy-i 1 1). 

lie 3 was the brother’s son of Raja Bihara Mnl 6 . In the end of 
the 6th year he entered Emperor Akbar’s service, and was the reci¬ 
pient of special favours. In the 20th year when Mirza Sulaiman 
getting despaired of receiving reinforcements, went off for pilgrimage 
to Mecca, he was sent 7 off with the Mirza as a guide. His son 
Jaimal waited upon the Emperor before his other relations, and was 
for a time with Mirza Shnrf-ud-Dm Husain, who was the JagirJiir of 
the neighbourhood of Ajmer. The Mirza had appointed him as the 

1 Of. cit., p. 406. 2 Of. cit., p. 434. 

3 Of. at., p. 459. 4 Of, cit., p. 488. 

5 See also Blochmnnii, A'tn, I (2nd edn.), p. 472, where his name is given 

as Rupsi Bairagi. He was a Kachwaha Rajput. Both the accounts deal mainly 

with the affairs of the son jaimal rather than of the father Rfipsi. 

6 For Raja Bihara or flihari Mai see Maatbir-ul-Umara, II, pp. 111-113, 
Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 409-411. Rupsi with his son jaimal came and 
did homage at Dcosa in the 6th year, Akbarnama, Text, 11 , p. 240, Beveridge’s 
translation. If, p, 241. 

7 Akbarniimn, Text, III, p. 163, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 231. He 
was sent with Mirza Sulaiman to ‘‘see him through the difficull parts up to 
the Gujarat ports.” 

78 
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Thanadar of Mairtha. When the affairs of the Mlrza fell into con¬ 
fusion, Jaimal in the 17th year arrived at the Court, and was appoin¬ 
ted in the vanguard of the force which was deputed 1 to Gujarat under 
the command of Khan Kalan. In the rapid march to Gujarat, which 
was carried out in the 18th year, Jaimal 2 was in close attendance on 
the Emperor’s stirrups. In the 2ist year he was seconded 3 to the 
force which with a number of other officers was sent to chastise Duda, 
son of Ral Surjan, who having gone to his native country of Bund! 
was behaving oppressively. Later he was sent by relay of horses 
(dak chaukt) towards Bengal to encourage the officers there, and to 
inform them about certain matters. As he rode very fast and the sun 
was very hot, the lamp of his life was extinguished by the strong 
wind of death at the Chausa ferry. 

It is stated that his wife, who was the daughter of the Mota (Fat) 
Raja, was unwilling to burn herself on hearing of his death, as is the 
custom in Hindustan. Odai Singh her son and some others wanted 
to force her to burn herself. When this news re-died the Emperor, 
and as there was little time for delay, he got 011 horseback and went 
off to the house so rapidly that his escort could not keep up with him. 
When he approached the house, Jagan Nath and Ralsal seized the son 
and brought him to the Presence. As he showed signs of repentance, 
lie was put in prison 4 . 

The author of the Akbarndma has recorded that when the Emper¬ 
or after his rapid march reached near Ahmadabad, and on the day 
when the battle with Muhammad Husain MTrza took place, Jaimal 
was wearing a very heavy cuirass ( bagtar ). Emperor Akbar having 
pity on him presented him a coat of mail from the royal armoury, and 

1 Op. cit., Text, p. i2, translation, p. 17. In a note on the same page 
Beveridge on the authority of Icjbalnama states that it was Vazir Jamil and not 
Jaimal. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, p. 49, translation, p. 69. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, p. 184, translation, p. 258. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, p. 402, translation, pp. 595, 596. Udai Singh was pardon¬ 
ed, but put in prison. 
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gave his cuirass to Karan, the grandson of Maldfo, who was not 
wearing any armour. RupsT, Jaimal’s father, on hearing of the affair 
was offended, and sent someone to demand back his cuirass. The 
Emperor said that he had given (Jaimal) another in exchange. RupsT 
became more annoyed, and took off his own armour. The Emperor 
overlooked the insult, and threw off his own armour, and said that 
if his men proposed to try their bravery without armour, it was not 
proper that he also should wear any armour. Raja Bhagwant Das per¬ 
ceiving what had passed, took RupsT to task, and brought him round 
to apologize. He represented that RupsT had taken bhang, and 
begged for the pardon of his offences. The Emperor accepted the 
excuses and forgave him 1 . 

ROP SINGH RATHOR 
(Vol. II, pp. 268-270). 

He was the grandson of Kishan Singh Rathor, the younger brother 
of Raja Sfiraj Singh. When his uncle Harl Singh died in the 17th 
year of Emperor Shall Jahan’s reign without leaving any son, the 
Emperor granted Rup Singh, his brother’s son, a robe of honour, an 
increase in rank, and a horse with a silver saddle, and gave him 
111 fief Kishangarh lus uncle’s territory 2 . In the 18th year on the 
occasion of die celebrations for the recovery of health by the eldest 
daughter of the Emperor, the Begam Sahiba — who had been ailing 
for a time owing to her dress catching fire from the flame of a lamp 
and the burning of her body — he was promoted to the rank of 1,000 
with 700 horse 3 . I11 the 15th year he went with Prince Murad 
Bakhsh for the conquest of Balkh and Badakhshan. After reaching 

1 Op. cit.. Text, pp. 4y, 5 °. translation, pp. 69, 70. 

2 liadshiihnama, p. 373. Kishangarh is a State in the centre of Rajpiitana 
with an area about 858 miles, s cc Imperial Gazetteer, XV, p. 310. A brief 
account of the chiefs of the State in the Mughal days is included on p. 311 of 
the same work. 

3 Op. cit., p. 399. 
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Balkh when Nadhar Muhammad the ruler of the place took to flight 
without waiting on the Prince, Bahadur Khan and Asalat Khan, in 
accordance with the Prince’s orders, went to pursue him; Rup Singh 
in his eagerness accompanied them without permission 1 . After the 
battle with Nadhar Muhammad, and the repeated chastisement of 
the Allmans in which he performed brave deeds, Rup Singh in the 
20th year was promoted 2 to the rank of 1,500 with 1,000 horse. In 
the 21 st year he was exalted with the grant of a flag. In the 22nd 
year his rank was increased 2 * to 2,500 foot with 1,200 horse, and he 
went to Qandahar in the company of Prince Muhammad Aurangzib 
Bahadur. After reaching there, he hastened to Zanitn Dliwar with 
Rustam Khan, and rendered good service m the battle with the 
Iranians. In the 23rd year he was promoted - * to the rank of 3,000 
foot with 1,500 horse, and in the 25th year received a further increase 
of 1,000 foot with 500 horse, and the gift of a kettle-drum, and 
was deputed a second time to Qandahar in attendance on the said 
Prince. In the 26th year he went 5 6 for the third time on the 
Qandahar campaign with Prince Dara Shikoh, and his rank was 
increased to 4,000 with 2,500 horse. In the 28th year he was 
deputed with ‘AllamI Sa‘d Ullah Khan to demolish 0 Clue tor, and his 
rank was fixed at 4,000 with 3,000 horse. He also received the 
Pargana of Mandalgarh in Sarkar Chittor from the territory of the 
Rana, with its rental of 80 lacs of dams as his fief. In the battle of 
Samtmarh he was in the vanguard of Dara Shikoh. In the course of 
the fight he bravely passed the opponent’s artillery, vanguard and 


1 Op. tit., p. 540. 

2 Op. tit., p. 554, 3 ‘Anted Salih, III, p. 69. 

4 1 here seems to lie some mistake m reference 10 his rank 111 ‘Amat Salih , 

III, p. 100, for it is stated that his rank was increased to 2,000 with 1,200 
horse. He already held the rank of 2,500 with 1,200 horse. 

5 Op, tit., p. 157. 

6 Op. cit., p. Iy 4 - Rant Singh’s deputation on this campaign is not 
mentioned in the work, nor his receiving the grant of Mandalgarh as a reward. 
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lltimish , and coming face to face with Emperor Aurangzib’s elephant 
did all that was possible. Finally he dismounted, and got under the 
Emperor’s elephant in order to cut the girth of the bowdab. The 
limperor watched his bravery, and strictly ordered his men to take 
him alive, hut the men gave him no chance and cut him with a sword 
in the year’ 1068 A.H. (1658 A.D.). His son Man Singh attain¬ 
ed 2 3 4 the rank of 3,000 in Emperor Aurangzib’s reign, and in the 
35th year accompanied Dhulhqar Khan for the conquest of the fort of 
Gingec. When Bahadur Shah came to the throne, the headship of 
the territory of his home district Kishangarh was granted to Raj Singh, 
known as Raja Bahadur, who was the maternal uncle of Sultan ‘AzTm- 
ush-Shan, and who was with Bahadur Shah in Kabul in the hopes of 
obtaining the chiefsbip. Man Singh was granted the rank of 3,000. 
At the time of writing Bahadur Singh younger son of Raja Bahadur 
is in possession of the territory. 

RUSTAM DIL KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 324-328). 

He was the son of Jan Si par Kh an' 1 Ban? Mukhtar, and the 
daughter’s son of Mirza Khalil Khan Zaman' 1 , He was one of the 
promising sons of Amirs, and m his father’s lifetime became known 
for his skill and intelligence. He managed the affairs of the province 
of Haidarabad of which his father was the Governor. When in the 
45th year Jan Sipar Khan died, the governorship of that province was 
made over to the agents of Prince Muhammad Kam Bakhsh. As 

1 tvh.ifi Julian, II, pp. 27, 28, and Sir )aduiiat.li Sarkar, Hislory of 
Ahrangzib , II, p. 394. 

2 Alamgin, p. 405. He was promoted to this rank in the 
43rd year, 

3 Maatbir-ul-Umar 3 , Text, I, pp. 535-537, Beveridge & Prashad's transla¬ 
tion, t, pp. 751, 75 1 - 

4 Mriathir-ul'Umard. Text, I, pp. 785-792, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 
tion. I, pp. 804-807. His name is given there as Mir Khalil. 
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Rustam Dil Khan had been connected with its management since his 
father’s time, and was thoroughly acquainted with its affairs, he was 
appointed the Deputy Governor. As a result of an increase of 500 
with 500 horse his rank was advanced to 1,500 with 1,000 horse 1 * . 
In the 48th year he in succession to Salabat Khan was appointed 
Faujdar of Karnatik (Carnatic), and Bijapur, and granted an increase 
of 500 with 1,000 horse". In the 49th year in succession to 
Da’ud Khan he was again appointed deputy at Haidarabad, and 
his rank was advanced to 2,500 with 2,500 horse 3 4 . When 
Emperor Aurangzib died, Rustam Dil Kh an skilfully and taking 
advantage of the prevailing conditions enlisted a large number 
of soldiers, and exerted himself all round in punishing the mal¬ 
contents. He spent a year and some months in independence. 
Prince Muhammad Kam Bakhsh, who had been appointed to the 
government of Bijapur by his father, and had assumed sovereignty 
during the time of confusion, sent Ahsan Khan alias Mir Malang— 
who was his Mir Bakjasbi, and generalissimo—to the Karnatik. He 
thought that whatever he could get into his hands would be so much 
gain, and so turned his attention to the conquest of the fort of Gol- 
konda (Golconda) and Haidarabad. As Rustam Dil Khan had four 
or five thousand choice troopers with him, the Prince was apprehensive 
of him, and marched slowly. At last through the diplo¬ 
macy 1 and craft of Ahsan Khan, and though the Commandant 
of the Golkonda fort did not submit, Rustam Dil Khan was 
deceived by his flattery and coaxing, and becoming satisfied about 
the intentions of the Prince by confirming arrangements with an oath 
taken on the Qur'an, he was induced to welcome him. 

It is stated that the Prince arrived without any equipment and in 
a wretched condition, with his men badly equipped, while Rustam 

1 Maathir-i-‘Alamgir'i, p. 439 - 2 Op. tit., p. 483. 

■j Op. at., p. 494. I he rank after promotion should be 2,500 with 1,500 

norse. 

4 f^hafi f^hiin, II, p. Got). 
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Dil Mian went forward to receive him with well set-up troops. At 
that time he might have done what he liked, but sticking to his pro¬ 
mise, he obeyed the Prince in every respect, and brought him to the 
cicy. As a result of his sincerity he did not advise the siege of the fort, 
but suggested ways and means for selecting officers, settling affairs, and 
collecting the revenue. As Ahsan Khan was the generalissimo and 
the experienced administrator of the Prince’s establishment, he also 
acred as the intermediary. He and Rustam Dil Khan met a number 
of times, and mutual entertainments and exchanges of presents were 
effected. Hakim Muhsin Taqarrub Khan—who was the Vazir —and 
Ihtiad Khan — who had become vainglorious as a result of his associa¬ 
tion with the Prince—were filled with enmity—as invariably happens 
amongst rivals — and were so insane as to impress the Prince with the 
belief that Ahsan Khan and Rustam Dil Khan had combined together, 
and meant to imprison him. That madman who could not distin¬ 
guish a friend from a foe, immediately wrote a note with his own 
hand to Rustam Dil Khan to the effect that he was writing an answer 
to Bahadur Shah’s letter, and that lie wanted the benefit of his opinion 
and asked him to come quickly. When Rustam Dil Khan arrived, 
the Prince seated him in the oratory, and himself went into the female 
apartments. Immediately there was a rush of men and Rustam Dil 
Khan was arrested. After three days the hands and feet of that 
oppressed Saiyid were bound and he was cast at the feet of his own 
riding elephant. But however much they tried that loyal animal 
would not put his foot forward. At last they brought another ele¬ 
phant, and after killing him in this way pilloried his body through 
the city. He was buried in the building known as Amli Mahal. 
His wife fortified her house, and prepared for battle. Several persons 
were killed and wounded, and at last she, her son, and Mir Husain 
brother of Rustam Dil Khan were made prisoners, and the house was 
confiscated 1 . His building is still existent in Haidarubad, and is used 

t The account is apparently based on I£hafi Khan, II, pp. 609-612. 
According to this account Rustam Dil Khan was buried under the trees in the 
garden known as Amli Mahal. 
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as the residence of the Governor. Of his sons, Jan Sipar Khan, who 
received the title of his grandfather, is at present greatly respected. 
Half of the Pargdna of Amrapur in Sarkar Mahkar—-which is one of 
the best developed estates of the time—has long been in his possession. 
He has several times served as Khansaman of the government of Asaf 
Jah. At the time of writing he is the Divan, which is the highest 
post, but as these appointments arc not lasting, and those holding 
offices under this government always expect a change, they regard 
the appointments as temporary anti only for limited periods. 

(SAIYID) RUSTAM KHAN DECCANI 
(Vol. II, pp. 502-504). 

He was the son of Saiyid Sharza Khan Saiyid Iliyas. The home 
of his ancestors was Bokhara. One of them came to India, and took 
up his residence at Ajmer. By association with the people of the 
place he embraced the Mahdavl religion. Saiyid Iliyas went to the 
Deccan, and became a servant of the rulers of Bijapur, and received 
the title of Sharza Khan. He became a leader, and in the yth year 
of the reign of Emperor Aurangzlb he was killed by the imperial 
forces, which had been deputed under the command of Mirza 
Raja Jai Singh to chastise 'Adil Khan and devastate his territory, and 
during which campaign several battles took place. His son was 
appointed Commander of the army m his father’s place, and granted 
the title of Sharza Khan. Although there was no authority or system 
in the affairs of Bijapur, he flourished for a long time. In the 30th 
year when Bijapur was conquered, and Sikandar ‘Add Khan submitted 
(to Emperor Aurangzlb), he also did likewise. He was granted a 
robe of honour, a sword, an ornamented dagger with a chain of pearls, 
a horse with gold trappings, an elephant with silver trappings, the 
rank of 6,000 with 6,000 horse, and exalted by the title of Rustam 
Khan 1 . Gradually he rose to the rank of 7,000 with 7,000 horse. 
Later he was deputed 2 with Khan Firuz Jang to conquer the fort of 


i Maathir-'t-'Alamgiri, p. 280. 


2 


Op. cit., p. 283. 
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fbrahtmgarh, a dependency of Haidarabad, and which is now known 
as Ahangarh. Afterwards he came to the Presence, and on the day 
of the attack on Golkonda he adorned the face of his loyalty with the 
cosmetic of wounds 1 . After this he was appointed to guard the 
district of Satara. In the 33rd year the sedition-mongers of that 
territory attacked him and there was a prolonged fight. At last he 
was defeated, and was captured 2 with his family. He was released 
after paying a large ransom. Later he was attached to Khan Flruz 
Jang, and managed the government of Berar as his deputy. In the 
46th year the Marathas attacked and captured him. He was released 
in the 48th year, and went to Khan Flruz Jang. His rank was 
reduced by 1,000 svith 1,000 horse 1 , but in the 49th year he was 
restored to his former rank. In the beginning of F.mpcror Bahadur 
Shah’s reign lie was appointed to the charge of the Deccan. After 
some time he died. He held Balapur and other estates in Berar in 
fief. His son Saiyid Ghalib Khan, who had joined 4 the Emperor’s 
service before him, was killed 5 in the battle between Asaf Jab and 
‘Alam ‘Ali Khan in the year 1 132 A.H. (1720 A.D.). Saiyid Fatah 
Khan, Saiyid Iliyas, and Saiyid ‘Uthman were also his sons, and left 
offsprings. They hold the hereditary estates in Berar. 

RUSTAM KHAN MUQARRAB KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 270-276). 

He was a Circassian. His tribe live on the slopes of the Elburz 
mountains, for the most part in tents. At first he was in the service 
of Nizam-ul-Mulk Deccan!, and gained a name for leadership. He 
was granted the title of Muqarrab Khan. In the 3rd year of the reign 
of Emperor Shah Jahan, when the latter was in the Deccan, Muqarrab 
Khan who was the chief swordsman of Nizam-ul-Mulk often confronted 

1 Op. cit., p 295. 

3 Op. cit., p 4 ^°- 

5 Later Mughttls, 11 , p. 49. 


79 


2 Op. tit., p. 336. 
4 Op. cit., p 473. 
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the imperial forces, and surrounded them. When Nizam ul-Mulk 
imprisoned Fath Khan, son of Malik ‘Ambar, who was his Vakil and 
Commander-in-chief, he appointed Muqarrab Khan his Commander- 
in-chief, and Hamid Khan Habshl his Vakil. After a time, however, 
he released Fath Khan, and reinstated him as his Minister and 
Commander-in-chief. Muqarrab Khan, as a result of this unstable 
behaviour left his service, and tried to enter royal service. In the 41I1 
year he applied to A‘zam Khan. When this news was reported to 
the Emperor, the proposal was approved, and a conciliatory Farmdn 
was issued. Manlijl Dauria, who was his agent ( peshclast ), came to 
A'zam Khan, and for his own satisfaction carefully studied the situa¬ 
tion. Afterwards Muqarrab Khan with all his companions set off for 
the royal camp. To welcome him A'zam Khan went as far as the 
limits of the camp, and brought him to his quarters. On royal account 
he gave him a robe of honour, a jewelled dagger, four horses, a nv'le 
and a female elephant, and a lac of rupees in cash. Two hundred 
robes of honour, 100 shawls, and 70 horses were given to his compa¬ 
nions. He recommended that Muqarrab Khan should be appointed 
to the rank of 5,000 foot with 5,000 horse, and suitable ranks were 
proposed for his companions, who were more than 100 in number 1 . 
The Emperor approved the rank proposed for him, and sent 2 * a robe 
of honour, a dagger, a jewelled sword, a flag, a drum, a horse with a 
golden saddle, and an elephant for him. After a time he went to the 
Court, and did homage. He was exalted by the grant of a robe of 
honour, a jewelled dagger with phdl-katdra, a jewelled sword, a horse 
with gold saddle, an elephant, and Rs. 40,000 in cash' 1 . In the 5th 
year he received 4 the insignia of the Fish ( Mdhl-u-Maratib ), and 
was sent from near Akbarabad (Agra) to Sambhal 5 , which was made 


1 The account of his leaving the. service of Nizam-ul-Mulk and arrival at 
A'zam j£han‘s camp etc. is based on Badshabnama, I, pt. i, pp. 378, 379. The 
name of his agent in that work is Tamaji with the variant Tabaji. 

2 Op. cit., p. 384. 3 °p. cit., p. 394. 

4 Op. cit., p. 408. 5 Op. cit., p. 425. 
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liis fief. I11 the 8th year he received the title of Rustam Khan 1 , and 
was sent" with Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur who had been 
appointed to support the army deputed for the chastisement of Jujhiir 
Singh Bundcla. In the 1 oth year he went' 1 with Saiyid Khan Jahan 
Barah for devastating the territory of ‘Adil Khan, and rendered good 
service in the battles. On his return from the Deccan he was 
allowed to go to lus fief. In the 1 ith year, when the Emperor had 
gone towards Soron, he did homage' 1 * , received numerous favours, and 
was permitted to return to his fief. In the 13th year an elephant 5 
was sent to him by the Emperor. In the 15th year when Lahore 
was the royal headquarters, he came to the Court, and was sent" 
with Prince Murad Bakhsh, who had been deputed for the chastise¬ 
ment of Jagat Singh Zamlndar of Jammun. Lie exerted himself in 
the conquest of Jagat Singh’s forts, and fought bravely in single 
combats. Later he came to the Court with the said Prince, and was 
sent in attendance on Prince Dura Shikoh, who had been appointed 
to assist the garrison of the fort at Qandahar. He received a robe of 
honour, a horse with gold accoutrements, and 1,000 of the troopers, 
out of the allotted number of 5,000 with 5,000 horse, were made 
two-horse three-horse 7 . After his return he was allowed to go to his 
fief. In the 16th year he again came to the Presence, but was soon 
permitted to return to his fief. 

As the Emperor had determined on conquering Balkh and Badakh- 
shan, an order to this effect had been sent to the Amlr-ul-Umara 
Governor of Kabul. In the iqth year he was sent 8 as an auxiliary 
of the Amlr-ul-Umara to Kabul. Later, in accordance with orders, 
he passed the winter at Rohtas, and on the Emperor’s return from 
Kashmir waited on hun at Lahore. Afterwards he went with Prince 

1 Badshahnama, I, pt, ii, [>. 83. 

2 Op. cit., p, 99. 

4 Biidshahnama, II, p. 20. 

6 Op. cit., p 245. 

8 Op. cit., p 4 & 5 - 


3 Op. cit., p. 140. 

5 Op. cit., p. 182. 

7 Op. cit., pp. 293, 294. 
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Murad Bakhsli on the said campaign, and the command 1 of the left 
wing of the Prince’s army was assigned to him. When the Prince 
after the taking of Balkh, through inexperience and in spite of the 
counter orders of his august father returned from that country, 
Sa‘d Ullah Khan was ordered to hurry there, while Rustam Khan 
was appointed 2 to settle Andkhiid and the adjacent territory. 
Before reaching there he had several fights with the Alamans, 
and was victorious every time. As a reward in the 20th year 
another 1,000 of his troopers were made two-horse three-horse' 1 * . 
When Prince Muhammad AurangzTb Bahadur after arriving in that 
territory restored, according to orders, Balkh to Nadhar Muhammad 
Khan, and returned, he also came to the Court, and received 
permission to go to his fief. In the 21st year he came on the occasion 
of the celebrations for the occupation of the new buildings of 
Shahjahanabad, and after receiving a robe of honour returned to 
his fief. Later he went" 1 to Kabul as an auxiliary of the Ainir-ul- 
Umara. In the 22nd year when it was reported that the Iranian 
army had collected near Qandahar, orders summoning the officers 
were issued, and Rustam Khan came from Kabul, and left 5 witli 
Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur for Qandahar. He was 
appointed in-charge of the rear-guard. After reaching there he march¬ 
ed rapidly to Bust to help Qullj Khan, and in the battle with the 
Iranians inflicted heavy punishment on them. After their flight, he 
seized their artillery waggons—which owing to the force of the attack 
they had left behind—with numerous horses, spears and armour 6 . 
For this service the remainder of his contingent in the 23rd year was 
made two-horse three-horse, and he was exalted with the title of Kruz 
Jang T . In the same year lie arrived at the Court, and produced 
before the Emperor eleven small cannons with their carriages, which lie 


1 Op. cit., pp. 51 2 , 5 f 3 - 

2 Op. tit., p. 560. 

4 Amal Sitlib, III, p. 67. 

6 Op. cit', pp. 89-91. 


3 Op cit., p. 584. 
5 Op. cit., p. 71. 

7 Op. cit., p. 100. 
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had captured from the enemy. He received a robe of honour, a jjgha, 
a jewelled dagger with phtil-katara, a jewelled sword, a horse with a 
golden saddle, an elephant with silver trappings, and a female elephant. 
His rank was also advanced to 6,000 with 5,000 horse, two-horse 
three-horse troopers. 1 . In the 25th year he again accompanied 2 the 
said Prince on the same campaign, and distinguished himself in erecting 
batteries, and other arrangements for besieging the fort. In the 26th 
year he again accompanied Prince Dara Shikoh to the same campaign. 
As rhe appointed time for starting the siege was near at hand, he was 
sent in advance in the 27th year by the Prince to commence the siege. 
After the Prince's arrival in that area he went to Bust, and by erecting 
batteries conquered the fort. When the capture of Qandahar was 
delayed, and the Prince in accordance with orders returned, Rustam 
Khan by the direction of the Prince demolished the fort of Bust, and 
burnt the remaining equipment and returned 1 4 '. In the 28th 
year he was deputed with Jumlat-ul-Mulk Sa‘d Ullah Khan to demolish 
Chittor. In the 29th year'* he was exalted by promotion to the rank 
of 6,000 with 6,000 horse of which 5,000 were two-horse three-horse 
troopers, and according to the recommendation of Prince Dara Shikoh 
was appointed Governor of Kabul in succession to Bahadur Khan Baqi 
Beg. The cities of Kabul and Peshawar were included in his fief. 
In the end of the 31st year lie was removed from there and returned 
to the Court. In the battle near Samugarh, which took place between 
Aurangzlb and Dara Shikoh, he was with Sipihr Shikoh in the left 
wing. As a result of his zeal he was hit during the battle by a 
bullet, and bravely gave 5 up his life in the year 1068 A.IT (1658 

A.D.). 


1 Op. cit., p. 104. 

2 Op. at., p. 139. 

3 Op. at., p. 173. 

4 This is recorded in 'Amal Siihb, HI, 31. 239 111 the 30th year. 

5 'Alampirniima, p. 99. 
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RUSTAM KHAN SHAGHALI 
(Vol. II, pp. 199-201). 

His name was Yfisul Beg. Through the patronage ol Prince Shah 
Jahan he rose from the rank of a Qaiaqcb'i and an Abadt to the rank 
of an Amir, l ie was soon promoted from the rank of 300 to that of 
5,000, and received a flag and a drum. During the days when Shall 
Jahan was a Prince, he was one of the mainstays of his power, and 
was appointed Deputy Governor of Gujarat 1 . When in the 18th year 
of Emperor Jahangir's reign the imperial forces in pursuit of the Prince 
reached the Chanda pass" which was on the route to Mfdwa, they 
were afraid of Shah Jahan’s influence and had not the courage to 
cross the defile, and proposed to spend the rainy season on this side 
of the pass. Rustam Khan in collusion with Baha’-ud-Din tof chi — 
who had received the title of Baracjandaz Khan from Shall Jahan—out 
of disloyalty and infidelity wrote to Mahabat Khan, the Commander 
of the royal forces, that he should proceed without delay, and that 
they would join him after throwing the Prince’s army into confusion. 
Accordingly Mahabat Khan becoming emboldened crossed the defile 
of Chanda. Prince Shah Jahan, who had encamped at Mandu, sent 
Rustam KJiiin—who before the conflict was his loyal servant, and 
was his leading officer, and whose bravery and devotion to duty was 
well known—as the Commander of the army in advance, and also sent 
a contingent from the Deccan army skirmishers. They in two days 
made things difficult for the imperial army. On the third day, it 
had been arranged that the Prince himself would join the vanguard. 
Yusuf Shaghalf ignored what was due from him as a loyal and che¬ 
rished servant, and insincerely following a perfidious course joined 
Mahabat Khan As a result of the desertion of the Commander the 
affairs of the army became disorganised’ 1 . When the Prince experienced 

1 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzuk'i-]ahangtrt, II, pp. 275, 276. 

2 Chanda Ghat between Ajmer and Malwa. 

3 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzuk-iAahangiri f II, pp. 271, 272, 
and IqbalnSma-i-labangtri, pp. 20 tj, 210. 
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such disloyalty and impudence on the part of one who was so greatly 
favoured, what could he hope, for from anyone else, and on whom 
could he rely? He could no longer trust anyone, and regarded 
retreat to the Deccan as the onlv course to follow under the circum- 

J 

stances. Hastily crossing the Narbada he stayed for a short time in 
Biirhanpiir. Rustam Khan through the intermediation of Mahabat 
Khan was enlisted amongst the officers of F.mperor Jahangir 1 2 3 4 . As 
base treachery and disloyalty are always condemned, and those practi¬ 
sing them are everywhere treated with contempt and scorn, he neither 
received much advancement in royal service, nor was he greatly 
trusted. When Shah Jahan became the Hmperor, he was as a punish¬ 
ment for Ins misdeeds deprived of his jagir and office, and his condi¬ 
tion became miserable. It is stated that except for Rustam Khan 
hmperor Shah Jahan did not exact retribution from any of the impe¬ 
rial officers who had behaved presumptuously or disloyally. At last 
he was reduced to such straits that he had neither a horse nor a ser¬ 
vant, and wandered about in the streets till he died. 


(MIRZA) RUSTAM SAI AVP 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 434-442). 

He was the younger brother of Mirza Muzaffar Husain' 1 of Qan- 
dahar. In lus account it has been stated that Sultan Muhammad 
Khudabanda the Shah of Iran gave Qandahar 1 to Muzaffar Husain 
Mirza, and Zamin Dawar to Rustam Mirza and his two younger 
brothers Abu Sa’id Mirz.a and Sanjar Mirza. As the territory of 

1 He was appointed to the rank of 5,000 fool with 4,000 horse, up. cit., p. 
275 . 

2 See Blochtnann, A'in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 328, 329. 

3 Blochmann, op. tit., pp. 327, 328, and Mitaibtr-ul-Umarii. Text, III, pp. 
296-302. translation antea pp. 350-354. 

4 Qandahar had been given by Shah Tahmasp to their father Sultan 
Husain, the son of Bahram and the brother of Shah Tahmasp, and Sultan 
Khudabanda afterwards gave it to the sou, see Akbnrnama, Text, III, p. 645, 
Beveridge’s translation. 111 , p. 992. 
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Zamin Dawar was very limited as compared to that of Qandahar, and 
was not sufficient for the support of Rustam Mlrza and his brothers, 
Rustam Mlrza wished to conquer Slsian from Malik Mahmud—who 
was of the old race of the rulers of that country and had taken posses¬ 
sion of it after the death of Shah Isma‘Tl II—and add it to his own 
territory. Muzaffar Husain Mlrza led an army against Malik 
Mahmud, and after a contest married his daughter, and confirmed 
that territory on his father-in-law. This proceeding was a cause of 
disagreement between the two brothers. Rustam Mlrza with the 
help of Hamza Reg Lala several times led armies against Qandahar, 
but without success. 

As many of the cities of Khurasan had been plundered by the 
Ozbegs, and they had no agreed chief, Mlrza Rustam hurried from 
Zaniin Dawar to Farah, and took possession of the territory. 1 le 
several times fought with the Ozbegs, and raised the standard of 
bravery. After that he took it in his head to conquer Sjstun, and 
made a raid on that territory. Malik Mahmud, after defending the 
fort, had an interview, and submitted. The Mlrzi in his pride and 
at the instigation of short-sighted persons imprisoned the Malik. His 
son Jalal-ud-Dui collected a force, and came forward for a fight. The 
Mlrza put Malik Mahmud to death. As, however, he was unable 
to contest (against Jalal-ud-Dln), lie retired to Zamln Dawar. Jalal- 
ud-Dln pursued him, and the Mlrza, who was obliged to turn and 
fight, was defeated. After this lie lost respect in the eyes of all 
people. His elder brother—who was waiting for the opportunity— 
seized Zamln Dawar also. Rustam Mlrza quickly went to Qalat, 
and took possession. One day he had gone out for hunting, when 
a force of Biyats wished to get hold of the fort. The Mlrza’s 
mother defended it, but was killed by a shot from one of the 
faithless men who discharged his piece at her. Though the Mlrza 
out of vengeance put many of them to the sword, but circums¬ 
tances did not appear favourable, and the report of the 
arrival of the army from India for raking possession of that 
territory increased the difficulty of his position. He wrote in a 
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friendly fashion to Sharif Khan Atga, Governor of Ghaznln, and 
expressed a wish for enlistment in the service of the Emperor (Akbar). 
According to his request a rescript was issued. In the 38th year of 
Emperor Akbar's reign in 1001 A.H. (1592-93 A.D.) the Mlrza 
reached the bank of the Chenab river. Tents, screens, carpets and 
other articles of the Farrdsb-khdna had been sent from the imperial 
stores through Qara Beg Turkman. A decorated dagger was also 
sent through Haklm-ul-Mulk. When he came near, Sharif Khan, 
Asaf Khan, Shah Beg Khan, and several other officers were deputed 
to welcome him. At a distance of four kos from Lahore on the day 
of Dusehra festival Khan Khanan and Zain Khan Koka received him, 
and lie along with his younger brother Sanjar Mlrza, and his four 
sons, Murad, Shahrukh, Hasan and Ibrahim, and 400 Turkmans were 
received by the Emperor in audience. As it was desired to encourage 
his elder brother, he was appointed to the high rank of 5,000, granted 
a present of a kror of Murad! tankahs, and the territory of Multan 
and several parganas of Baluchistan—the area of which was more 
extensive than that of Qandahar 1 2 —and after a time he was granted a 
flag and a drum. Mlrza Abu Sa‘ld, who had remained in Qandahar, 
also came, and entered the royal service. 

As the Mlrza’s men practised oppression beyond limits in Multan, 
the Sarkar of Chittor was given to the Mlrza in fief in the 40th year, 
and he was sent off there, but for some reason he was recalled from 
Sirhind 3 . When Raja Basu and some chiefs of the northern hills 
rebelled in the 41st year, Pathan (Pathankot) and its neighbourhood 
were included in the Mlrza’s fief, and he was sent to that territory. 
Asaf Khan was sent 3 to help him, but disagreement started between 


1 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 645. 646. Beveridge's translation, pp. 992-994. 

2 Op. cit„ Text, p. 696, translation, p. 1041, anil note 2 in which 
Beveridge directs attention to the mistake in Mtutbir-ul-UmarS. It was not 
Rustam Mirza who was recalled from Sirliind, but he sent back Amin-ud-Din 
who was sent with him so that he might not oppress the weak. 

3 Op. tit.. Text, p. 712, translation, p. 1060. 
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nim and the Mirza, Raja Basu fortified Mau’, and behaved in¬ 
solently. The Emperor deputed Jagat Singh, son of Raja Man Singh 
and recalled the Mirza to the Presence. In the 43rd year Raisin 
and its neighbourhood were given to the Mirza in fief, and he went 
away in that direction 1 2 . 

When the siege of Ahmadnagar was protracted, and the soldiers 
were in difficulties owing to the dearness of provisions, and evil-minded 
persons were becoming troublesome, Prince Sultan Daniyal sent a 
request for reinforcements. The Emperor sent a fresh army from 
Burhanpur under the leadership of the Mirza®, and a lac of Ashrafls. 
From that time the Mirza was included among the auxiliaries of the 
Deccan. He sought the daughter of Khan Khanan in marriage for 
his son Mirza Murad, and through Khan Khanan’s help spent a long 
time in the town of Tamarni, now known as Zafarnagar. In the 
7th year of Emperor Jahangir’s reign, inicnrA.H. (1612 A.D.) 
he was appointed 3 Governor of Tatta (Sindh) on the death of Mirza 
Ghazi Tarkhan, and granted two lacs of rupees for his expenses. 
Emperor Jahangir gave him good advice about the administration of 
justice, and directed him to send away the Arghuns.—who for some 
years had held that territory—with Khusrau Mian the Circassian, who 
had been their Vakil for four generations, lest they should start 
a rebellion. Mir ‘Abdur Razziiq Ma'muri was also sent with the 
Mirza to carry out a settlement of the province, and to settle grants 
for the Mirza and his dependants. The Mirza behaved badly to the 
Arghuns, and contrary to expectations so oppressed the people that 
it was against the canons of decency and bravery. Consequently he 
was removed. When he reached the Court, a large number of com¬ 
plainants also arrived. Accordingly the Mirza was handed over to Ani 


1 Op, cit., Text, p. 749. translation, p. 1120. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, p. 773, translation, p. 1156. 

3 He was first appointed Governor of Patna in the 7th year of Emperor 
Jahangir’s reign, see Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tiizuk-i-fahangiri, I, 
p. 229, 
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Rul Singh-dilan in order that he might answer the complainants 1 2 . 
After some time, Emperor Jahangir called him to the Presence, and 
treated him with kindness 3 , and gave the Mirza’s daughter in 
marriage to Sultan Parvlz. After that he was promoted to the rank 
of 6,000 and appointed Governor'' 1 of Allahabad. 

When Prince Shah Jahan passing through Bengal took possession 
of Patna and Bihar, ‘Abdullah Khan came hurriedly as the advance 
force, and encamped at Jhusi opposite Allahabad on the opposite bank 
of the Ganges. The Mlrza took refuge in the fort. As the Khan 
had a fleet of boats with him, he crossed the river with guns and 
muskets, and entered che city 4 5 . Though RumI Khan, the head of 
Shah Jahan’s artillery promised that the fore would soon be taken 
‘Abdullah Khan showed undue agitation, and returned to Jhusu 
Some days had not passed when they heard of the approach of the 
imperial forces. The Mlrza was relieved, and began to live in peace 
and enjoyment. In the 21 st year he was appointed Governor 6 of 
Bihar. In the isc year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he was 
removed 6 from Bihar and came to the Court. As he was suffering 
from gout ( niqris ), and had grown old, he was relieved of service, 
and granted an annual pension of one lac and twenty thousand rupees 
so that he might spend his days in peace at Agra 7 . In the 6th year 
his daughter was married 8 to Prince Shuja*. 

Mahd Bilqls ba sar manzil Jamshed amad\ 1042. 

(The lady Bilqis—Queen of Sheba—came to the house of Jamshffd) 
is the chronogram. At the age of 72 years in the 15th year of the 

1 For his appointment and recall from Sindh see Rogers & Beveridge, 
op. tit., pp. 262, 263. His jag'ir in the Dcccan is also mentioned there. 

2 Op. tit., p. 265. 

3 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of TUzuk, II, p. 281. 

4 Iqbalnama-i-lahangiri, p. 223. For fuller details see Beni Prasad, 
History of Jahangir, pp. 374, 375. 

5 Iqbdlnama, p. 280. 

6 Badshahnama, I, pt. i. p. 125. 7 Op. tit., p. 205. 

8 Op. tit., pp, 460-465. The complete poem by Talib Kalim from which 

the chronogram is quoted is reproduced on p. 464 of the work- 
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reign 1 , in 1031 A.H. (1641-42 A.D.) he died. It is stated that 
when the Mirza died, Agra officers wished to attach his property. 
His widow dressed up her maid servants as men, and putting muskets 
in their hands prepared co fight, saying that they could not deal with 
her family as they did with ocher officers. The officers were cautious, 
and staying their hand wrote to the Emperor. The latter was amused 
at the incident, and released all his property except the elephants. 

The Mirza was a man of the world. He was tactful, and was 
much cleverer and more prudent than his cider brother. One day on 
the hunting ground the hawk of the son of Raisal was perched on a 
tree. Mirza’s followers captured it. Some Rajputs opposed, and the 
Mirza went to quell the disturbance. Suddenly he was wounded in 
the arm with a sword. The Mirza had the good sense to have the 
aggressor bound and sent to Raisal. Emperor Akbar commended 
the sufferance and gentleness of the Mirza 2 3 . He had a poetical vein. 
His nom-de-plume was Fida’I. The following is his composition: 

Quatrain 

My heart has rolled up the mat of religion. 

I have played crosswise the piece of the knowledge of God 1 
I have made the eye-brow of my beloved my Qibla\ 

I have discarded Muhammadanism, 

He was also of a facetious disposition, and when his elder brother 
Muzaffar Husain Mirza—with whom he was estranged and on bad 
terms—came from Qandahar, he composed the following quatrain: 

Quatrain 

That blind man, who is being trodden on along the road of envy, 

I won’t style him an imposter, for he is the donkey of imposters. 

It is said, cold wind comes from Iran, 

1 The date in Maathir is apparently taken from Khafi Khan, f, p. 591, 
but according to BSdsbahnama, II, p. 302, he died in 1052 A.H. (1642-43 

A.D.) having served under the Moghul Emperors for full fifty years. 

3 Akbarmma, Text, III, pp. 747, 748 , translation, III, p. 1117, 
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Verses 

My dear 1 had prior to this 
Narrated about a strong clawed hawk, 

After whatever prey I let him go, 

He would not give it a chance or delay. 

Now that hawk is flown, and there is left 
In my hands only the strap, and a rusty ringlet. 

Separate accounts of his sons 1 , each of whom acquired a name 
for himself, have been given. His brothers Abu Sa'Id MTrza and 
Sanjar Mirzii both died in the year 1005 A.H. (1596-97 A.D.). 


S* 

(•ALLAMT) SA‘D ULLAH KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 441-449). 

He was a Shaikhzada of Chiniot* in the Lahore province, and was 
a descendant of the BanT Tamln Quraish. He was a man of great 
intelligence and judgment, and was unrivalled for his great learning 
and extensive knowledge of business. At first he devoted himself 
to training in traditionary and rational sciences, and commiting to 

* Under S are included the biographies of officers whose names begin with 
the letters \jo (S) (Sh) and ^ (S) 

1 Mirza Hasan Safavi, Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 477-479, Beve¬ 
ridge & Prashad’s translation, I, p. 622, bor Mirza Murad Kam see under 
Mukarram Khan, op cit., Ill, p. 583. 

2 Chiniot is situated on the bank of the river Chcnab, and is in the Jhang 
District, see Imperial Gazetteer, X, pp. 284, 285. It is erroneously Called 
Jhanwat in Irvine’s Storia do Mogor, I, p. 210, note i, where a short notice 
of Sa'd Ullah Khan is given. A short, but concise account of his career is also 
to be found in j^hafi Kh an, I, pp. 581, 58s. 
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memory the Qur'an, later became a polished speaker and an expert 
calligrapher. When Emperor Shah Jahan, who was a worthly friend 
and on the look out for efficient officers heard about him, he 

in the 14th year ordered Musavi Khan the Sadr 1 to bring him 
to wait upon him. After an interview and being satisfied about 
his capacity and capabilities, he enlisted him in service, and presented 
him a robe of honour and a horse, and appointed him Examiner of 
Petitions—which appointment was only given to trustworthy servants. 
In the 15th year he was given the rank of 1,000 with 200 horse, 
and the title of Sa‘d Ullah Khan, and appointed Superintendent of the 
Select Hall of Audience—a post reserved for sincere and loyal officers. 

It should be remembered that Daulatkhdna-i-Khds means a 
building between the female apartments of the palace, and the 

Diuidn-i-Kbas and ‘Am (Private and Public Halls of Audience). The 

Emperor after leaving the Public Hall retires there to dispose of affairs 
which only the intimates are cognisant of. As the building was near 
the baths, it was since the reign of Emperor Akbar known as CJhusul- 
kbana . Emperor Shah Jahan renamed it Daulatkhdna-i-Kbds 2 . In 

the 16th year Sa‘d Ullah Khan was honoured by an increase of 500 
with 100 horse, and the gift of an elephant. In the 17th year he 
was removed from the post of Superintendent of the royal Daulat- 
kbdna, and received a rank of 2,000 with 500 horse, the gift of a 
robe of honour, and was appointed Khdnsdmdn 3 —which post came 
next to that of the Vazir, In the 18th .year on the occasion of the 
feast in connection with the recovery of the Begam Sahiba—who had 
been ailing for some time as a result of her body being burnt by a 
lamp—he received a robe of honour, the rank of 2,500 with 600 
horse, and a flag. Later he had an increase of 500, and again an 

1 See Maatbir-ul-Umard, Text, III, pp. 44*. 44 2 > translation antea pp. 

3 26 . 3 2 7 - 

2 The above account is taken almost verbatim from EadshahnSma, 11, pp, 
219, 220. 

3 Op. cit., p. 347- The post of Kbiinsamiin is there designated as Aiir 
Sdman. 
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increase of 500 with 200 horse in his rank. After a time when Islam 
Khan was appointed Governor of the Deccan Siibas on the death of 
Khan Dauran, Sa‘d Ullah Khan received a robe of honour, and was 
appointed Divan of Kbalsa in succession to Islam Khan. His duties 
included the drafting of rescripts, and communicating them to the 
secretaries. He used to add the words Ma'rfat-i-kjhud (through me) 
below the writings of Prince Darii Shik 5 h, who used to endorse the 
Farmdns in his own handwriting. His rank was raised to 4,000 with 
i,ooo horse, and he was given a jewelled pen-case’. Shortly after¬ 
wards he was made Prime Minister, and granted a kbil'at, a jewelled 
dagger and a phtil katara (a kind of dagger), while his rank was raised 
to 5,000 with 1,500 horse. In the 19th year he received an increase 
of 500 horse and was honoured by the grant of a drum. Later he 
again received an increase of 1,000 and the gift of an elephant with 
silver trappings, and also a female elephant 1 . 

When Prince Murad Bakhsh—who had been sent to take Balkh 
and Badakhshiin—came to Kabul, he waited there for the clearing of 
the snow from the Tul route which had been decided upon for the 
army’s march. In consideration of the length of the campaign and the 
distance of the country a royal order had been issued that three months’ 
salary should be advanced to the Mansabdars, Abadls, archers and 
musketeers—both in the cavalry and infantry—and to the followers. 
Also in regard to the Jagirdars, the number of whose branded horses 
depended on the receipts from their fiefs, it had been ordered that a 
fourth part of the produce of their estates—which also amounted to three 
months’ income—should be advanced to them from the treasury so that 
they might not be worried about expenses. Some had, however, not 
received these advances in Lahore.' 1 The Prince also was of a childish 


t Taken from BadsbabnUma, loc. cit ,, p. 431, 

2 Op. cit., p. 479. 

3 Mainly based on Bdthhabnama, loc. cit., pp. 507, 508; also see fch5fi 
Klian, I, p. 622. The TQl route is mentioned in the A'in. sec Jarrett’s transla¬ 
tion of Vol. II, pp. 399. 400. 
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disposition, and was carried away by the talks of flatterers—its effects 
blossomed out after the conquest of Balkh. Accordingly in the year 
in which Emperor Shah Jahan marched from Lahore to Kabul, he after 
reaching Bdgh Safa sent Sa‘d Ullah Khan ahead in order that he might 
give some instructions to the Prince, pay the advances mentioned above 
to those who had not received them, and send off the army to its 
destination before the arrival of the royal standards at Kabul. Sa'd 
Ullah Khan reached Kabul in two days, and by excessive exertions he, 
in the course of five days—from the time of his reaching Kabul to the 
arrival of the royal cavalcade—finished all the work, sent off the Prince 
with his army, and waited upon the Emperor in the suburbs of the 
city (Kabul). 

It should be remembered that during the reign of Emperor Shah 
Jahan the arrangement was that whoever held a jdglr in the province 
of his appointment, had to produce for branding one third of his con¬ 
tingent. For example an officer of the rank of 3,000 foot with 3,000 
horse had to present 1,000 (horse) for branding. If, however, he was 
appointed to another province in India (than where his jdg'ir was) he 
would produce only one fourth. At the time of the Balkh and 
Badakhshan campaign it was arranged that in consideration of the 
distance of the country only one fifth of the horses of the contingent 
need be produced for branding 1 . In the 20th year Sa‘d Ullah Khan 
was promoted by his rank being raised to 6,000 with 4,000 horse. 
In as much as after the conquest of Balkh the Prince (Murad Bakhsh) 
did not feel attracted by the country, and wrote to his father that 
someone else should be appointed to it. Emperor Shah Jahan sent off 
Sa‘J Ullah Khan there, though on account of the latter sharing his 
secrets and being responsible for a great deal of work it was not con¬ 
venient to part with him. Sa'd Ullah Khan was to tell the Prince 
that if it should appear that he did not repent of his resigning the 
governorship of the province he was not to be admitted to an interview. 
The same prohibition was to be conveyed to others. Sa'd Ullah Khan 


1 See Bidsbabnama, loc. at., p. 506. 
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travelled by Khanjan which was the shortest route though it was 
difficult, and reached Balkh in fifteen davs 1 . 

As he found that the Prince was determined to stick to his resig¬ 
nation, he carried out the arrangement of affairs in their entirety 
according to the Emperor’s orders, and then made the return journey 
through many hills and dales from Balkh to Kabul in four days. As 
he had transacted the business according to the Emperor’s orders, and 
made proper arrangements for the province, his rank was advanced to 
6,000 with 5,000 horse. Later by the addition of 1,000 horse his 
Stttudr rank became equal to his infantry rank. Shortly afterwards on 
the occasion of the celebrations for the lunar weighing he was promo¬ 
ted to the rank of 7,000 with 7,000 s horse, and granted an Arab 
horse with a golden saddle. In the 21st year on the anniversary feast 
of accession which was held i:i the new city of Shahjahanabad (Delhi) 
Sa‘d Ullah Khan received a dress of honour with a Nadiri (a special 
present?) and 1,000 of his troopers were made 2-and 3-horse. In the 
22nd year the Emperor went to hunt at Salidfln (in the Delhi District), 
three kos from Jajhar. While returning, letters of Khawas Khan Qil- 
‘adar of Qandahar, and Purdil Khan Qil'adar of Bust announcing the 
advance of Shah ‘Abbas son of Shah Safi cowards Qandahar were 
received. Sa‘d Ullah Khan, who had remained in the Capital to 
transact civil business, arrived in response to orders, and 2,000 more 
of his troopers were made 2-and 3-horse, and he was sent with Prince 
Aurangzlb Bahadur to Qandahar. On arriving there he neglected 
nothing in the way of besieging the fort; he erected batteries, drove 
mines and constructed subterranean passages 3 . 


x BdclsbUhnima, loc. cit., p. 564, where it is seated that lie did the journey 
in 11 days. Nadhr Muhammad covered the same distance in 4 days in the 
beginning of 1037 A.H .—vide Batlshahnima, 1 , pr. i, p. 214, 

2 Badshabnama, U, p. 679. 

3 ‘/lmat Salih, III, pp. 70-92 may be consulted for a detailed account of 
the Qandahar campaign under Aurangzib. Also see Sakscna, History of Shah - 
jab,vi, pp, 226-228. 
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As it was not destined that they should succeed in capturing the 
fort, and the winter was approaching, he returned with the Prince in 
accordance with the Emperor’s orders. In the 23rd year another 2,000 
troopers of his contingent were made 2-and 3-horse, and as a result of 
his rank of 7,000 with 7,000 horse; 5,000 troopers were 2-and 
3-horse Later he received a present of one kror of dams, so that his 
grant'became twelve krors of dams. In the 25th year when the Em¬ 
peror went from Lahore to Kashmir, he was left at Wazlrabad to 
enquire frfto the condition of the Panjab Province, the crops of which 
had been destroyed at first by too little rain, and later by too much 2 . 
After some time he joined the Emperor. In the same year he went a 
second tunc in the company of Prince Aurangzlb Bahadur and with a 
large force and ample equipment for the capture of Qandahar, The 
Prince went front- Multan by the straight route of the Indus, that is 
along the bank of tire Jajha, Chatali, Fushang (Pishin) and Qandahar, 
and which by measurement was 160 kos. Sa‘d Ullah Khan on the 
other hand went via Kabul and Ghaznln, by which route the distance 
from Lahore to Qandahar was 275 kos. On arriving there Sa‘d 
Ullah Mian set about besieging the fort, drove mines and adopted all 
other means, but as the fort could not be captured 3 , he, in accor¬ 
dance with the order#, returned, to the Court in the 26th year. 

In the 28th year when the Emperor heard that Rana Raj Singh 
son of R»n* fagat Singh—though from the time when Rana Karn, his 
grandfather, paid his respects to Emperor Jahangir, it had on the 
recommendation of Shah Jah 5 n,- been arranged that none of his descen¬ 
dants even was to repair Chittor—was making some gates and lofty 
(yagdn'j bastions, he lnmself started towards Ajmer for making a 
pilgrimage to the tomb of Khwaja Mu'in-ud-Dln Chishti, May God’s 
grace be on him! and sent Sa'd Ullah Khan with a suitable force to 
destroy Chittor 4 . He devastated the Rana’s country, and after 

1 Am 2 l Salih, III, p. 100. 2 Of. cit., p. 125. 

3 Of. at., pp. 138-14?, 147-149. 

4 Qf- I’P- [ 94 . 195, hue the account jn th.rt work is somewhat 

different from that in Madthtr. 
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levelling the old and new bastions of Chittor returned to the Presence. 
In the 30th year he had a slight illness, but the use of some medicine 
turned it into a colic. He, however, regularly came to the Court and 
performed his duties till he was unable even to stand. Ac last his 
weakness increased, and he was, as a result, confined to his house. 
The Emperor visited him, and showed increased appreciation of his 
merits. O11 the 22nd Jammada II, 1066 A.H, (7th April, 1636 
A.D.) he died. On hearing this news the Emperor’s eyes were filled 
with tears. His eldest son Lutf Ullah at the age of 11 years was 
granted a robe of honour, and the rank of 700 with 200 horse; his 
other sons and connections were granted stipends, and his sister’s son 
Yar Muhammad was given the rank of 300 with 60 horse. Many 
of his servants also received suitable posts. Among the latter ‘Abd- 
un-Nabl, who was the manager of his fief, was granted the rank of 
1,000 with 400 horse 1 2 . During Emperor Aurangzib’s reign he was 
Faujdar of Mathura, and carried on the work of a collector (‘ Amalddr ). 
He died of a bullet wound during one of his fights. The mosque 3 at 
Mathura was budt by him. 

Sa'd Ulliih Khan was a physiognomist, and was possessed of 
excellent qualities. In disposing of cases with private individuals he 
strove towards uprightness and honesty. In collecting government 
dues lie did not act tyrannously nor did he allow fear or favouritism 
to influence his actions towards the peasants or the officials. India 
prospered during the period of his Vazirship. Though he had rivals 
like Dara Shikoh, but their complaints against him were of no avail. 
From the beginning of his service he was always respected. His title 
was ‘AUaml FaliamT Jundat-ut-Mulk. He died after attaining the 


1 For a detailed account of Sa'd Ullah Khan's death etc. see ’Amal Salih, 
III, pp. 218-220. 

2 MaatMr-i-'Alamgiri, p. 83. The name of the village where he was 

hilled is given there as Saurah with Sahrah as a variant, hut the correct name 
is Sahora in Mahaban. For further details about ‘Abd-un-Nabi and his mosque 
see F. S. Growse, Mathura—A District Memoir (2nd cdn. 1880), pp. iqo, 141. 
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highest dignities, and ieft a good name as his memorial. Separate 
notices have been included of those of his descendants who became 
famous. 

Reflection 1 . Honesty is a laudable virtue, and loyalty is a 
praiseworthy quality. To preserve both these qualities in dealing 
between one’s master and the poor is the acme of fidelity. For if in 
such a case all. suffer, a portion will fall 00 him, and a portion is to one 
in his position' the total loss, so that a partial loss produces the result 
of a total loss. 


SA‘D ULLAH KHAN 
(Vol. II, 504-508). 

His name was Hidayat Ullah Khan, and he was the second son 
and most distinguished of the children of the famous ‘Inayat 2 Ullah 
Khan even in his father’s distinguished circle this son excelled in every 
respect. Signs of culture in courtly manners and dignity were 
apparent brfifihis forehead. In the 41 st year of Emperor ‘Alamgir’s 
reign he (succeeded his fathers—who was promoted to the post of 
Divan-i-Tan-rrds the Khan-i-Samari 1 of Nawab Zcb-un-Niss3 Bcgam. 
Through the kind interest of that lady of noble descent he was granc- 

t. 

1 The passage is somewhat obscure. Apparently the author is trying to 
consider the relative values, of honesty (diayanat) and 1 loyalty , (p 3 s nimak). 
Honesty requires one to be just to all, but loyalty demands ignoring all else 
except one’s master. An honest minister must often find it difficulty to recon¬ 
cile his duty to the poor with his loyalty to the sovereign. This is explained 
to some extent by the lines on top of p. q4y of the text where it is stated that 
S.Vd Ullah IChan is collecting government' dues or enforcing claims did not act 
tyrannously nor was he influenced by feat, or favouritism (haif-u-maili) in his 
relationship cither with the peasantry or the officials. In the last sentence the 
variant reading appears more correct and has been followed. 

2 For his account sec Maatbir-ul-Umarii, Text, II, pp.828-832, Beveridge &, 

I’rashad’s translation, I, pp. 680-682. ' 

3 Maathir-i-'Alamgm, p. 385. 
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ed the citlc of Khan, and married 1 to the daughter of Muhammad 
Afdal the son of Faid Ullah Khan Koka. During the time of 
l.mperor Bahadur Shah when his father was appointed Kban-j-Saman, 
he was given the charge of the Divan of Khdlsa-n-Tan, which office 
had been held by his father since the days of F.mperor AurangzTb. 
When ‘Inayat Ullah Khan was sent as the Governor of Kashmir, he 
was in addition appointed to the important office of Khan-i-Sgman in 
his vacancy. When in accordance with the Fate’s decree the respected 
Khan Khanan Mun'im Khan died, there was a delay and difficulty in 
the appointment of the Chief Divan owing to the objections raised by 
Dhulfiqar Khin Amir-ul-Umara. Consequently it was decreed that 
Sa‘d Ullah should look after the political and financial affairs under 
the supervision of Prince ‘ Azim-usb-Shan, die second son of the 
Ftnperor. Sa‘d Ullah was exalced by the grant of a jewelled inkstand 
and a fringed palanquin 2 . 

When owing to the inherent l.irge-heartcdness, general benevolence, 
gentleness, and compassionate nature — which were characteristics of 
the reigning sovereign (Bahadur Shah), the words “No” and “Refusal” 
never passed the lips of the Caliphate, and appointments and titles 
ceased to carry weight, Sa'd Ullah was raised to the rank of 7,000 
and received the exalccd title of Sa'd Ullah Khan. He also made 
Superintendent of the Postal Department (Ddroglja-i-dak-u-saiuanib )— 
which was one of the chief offices at the Court. Half of chc supreme 
power, rather the whole of it, fell into his hands. When Jahandar 
Shah succeeded as the sovereign, his old connections and friendship 
with Khim Jahan Kokaltash served as a protective shield, and through 
the intervention of that Amir no harm accrued to him from the 
machinations of Dhulfiujar Khan Amir-ul-Umara. Though he became 
the Prime Minister and the fame of his power and dignity was 
bruited even beyond the eighth heaven, Sa'd Ullah Khan was not 


1 Op. at. pp 479, 480. 

2 Sec Irvine, Later Mughals, I, p. 128. It is stated there that his title on 
appointment to this office was changed to Wazarat Khan. 
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relieved 1 of his office of the Divan of Khalsa and Tan —which was the 
prelude to premiership—and as hitherto he continued to influence the 
management of all affairs. Bur as the juggling heavens carried away 
the Mir and the Premier from the playhouse of fortune to the place of 
capital punishment, and the management of affairs and the office of 
premiership passed into the hands of members of the opposition, 
many of the partisans had to sacrifice their lives. After the arrival 
of Farrukh Siyar’s forces in the Capital, Delhi, he was imprisoned in 
the office ( Kucbchery ). After some days an order of release was 
passed in accordance with a letter from Nawab Zeb-un-Nissa Bcgam 
(the daughter of Aurangzlb), who at the time had the title of Padshah 
Bfgam. His family were comforted, and his servants rejoiced, but 
suddenly that night—which he regarded pregnant with a thousand 
hopes—gave birth to a fatal catastrophe. Some Mughals, who had 
become notorious for their use of the strap ( Tasma ), came and made 
him lose his senses by announcing the order for his death. That 
innocent person with Hidayat Kesh Khan Jadid-ul-Islam (».e. newly 
converted to Islam) and Saidi Qasim Kotwal of Delhi was strangled. 

The reason for his killing is not clear. Some state that when 

the order for his realease was passed, the Saiyids gave a signal for 

putting him to death. Others have stated that his enemies cleverly 
produced before the Emperor a fictitious letter of the Bggain reco¬ 
mmending his being put to death. This report is corroborated by 
the fact that when Farrukh Siyar had an interview with the Begam, 
she complained about the slaying of Sa‘d Ullah Khan, who for genera¬ 
tions had been associated with her. The Emperor mentioned her letter, 
but she absolutely repudiated it. The Emperor becoming circumspect 

expressed sincere regrets 2 . Like his revered father Sa‘d Ullah Khan 

was famous for his honesty and capability, and was little addicted to 
harsh measures. 

1 But see Irvine, Later Mughals, I, p. 186, according to whom he was 
appointed KhUn-i-Saman. 

2 For a detailed account of his execution etc. see Irvine, op cit., I, pp. 
276, 27 7l 
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SA‘D ULLAH KHAN BAHADUR MUZAFFAR JANG 
(Vol. II, pp. 520-524). 

He was the son of Mutawassil Khan Bahadur Rustam Jang, son 
of Hifz Ullah Khan, son of Sa'd Ullah Khan Shahjahanl 1 . The 
account of Sa‘d Ullah Khan is recorded in this notice. Hifz Ullah 
Khan was, in Emperor Aurangzlb’s time, appointed Governor of 
Tatta and Faujdar of Siwistan. In the 43rd year, at the instance of 
Sultan Mu'izz-ud-Dln, lus rank was increased to 2,000 with 1,000 
horse 2 , and in the 44th year, he was granted an increase of 500 
horse 3 . In the 45th year, he died. His sons 4 were not without 
merit, and three of them did well. One was Mutawassil Khan who 
was patronised by Khan Flruz Jang. I11 the beginning of Emperor 
Muhammad Shah’s reign when Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah went from 
Malwa to the Deccan, he accompanied him and distinguished himself 
in the battle against Saiyid Dilawar ‘Alt Khan. In the battle with 
‘Alam ‘All Khan he showed devotion, and had two wounds. As a 
reward, he was given the rank of 3,000 with 2,000 horse, the title 
of Bahadur, and the gifts of a flag and drums. For a time, he was 
the Deputy Governor of Aurangabad, and later was appointed Faujdar 
of Baglana. Finally he received the title of Rustam Jang, and was 
appointed Governor of Bljiipur. He died there. The second son 
was Hifz Ullah Khan Babr Jang. When Nizam-ul-Mulk after 
having been appointed Premier returned to the Deccan, Hifz Ullah 
accompanied him and took part in the battle against Mubariz Khan. 

1 For his biography see Maathtr-ul U mar a, Text, II, pp. 44 I ‘449> transla¬ 
tion antea, pp. 

2 Maathi r-t- Alamort, p. 407. 

3 hi, p. 432. 4 Id, p. 440. 

5 Most of this account refers to personalities who played minor parts in 
the affairs of Hyderabad Deccan,'and was apparently based on personal informa¬ 
tion of the author. A good biography of Muzadar Jang is included in Khaza- 
na i-'Amira, where it is stated that he was the First of the Indian nobles to 
employ F.urope.m troops. Pitlygars of the text is generally transcribed as 
Pollygars in most English works. 
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His rank was raised to 3,000 with 2,000 horse, he was given the 
title of Bahadur, and granted a flag and drums. For a long time 
he was the Qtla'addr and Faujdar of Mahwar and Karra, and later 
was the Governor of Nandair. At last he received the title of Babr 
Jang, and the gift of a fringed palanquin. As a result of an attack 
of paralysis he was for long confined to his house, and died in 1167 
A.H. (1754 A.D.). He had no children. The third was Talib 
Muhiy-ud-Dln Khan Bahadur. At first he served in Northern India, 
and was the Faujdar of the southern part of the province of Lahore— 
which was the home of his ancestors. Later with his brother, Harz 
Ullah Khan Bahadur, he accompanied Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah to 
the Deccan. After Mubiiriz Khan was killed, he was appointed 

Faujdar of Sarkar Raichur and Sarkar Madakal in Bljapur province. 
As he had military aptitude, he brought the government of both the 
Sarkars into good order. As a reward for his services, he was 
appointed Faujdar of Imtiazgarh otherwise known as Adorn, and 
Deputy Governor of Bljapur. He took all possible steps for the 
proper administration of the province, and became a man of means 
and position. Shortly afterwards, he died. His son Hasan Muhiy- 

ud-Dln Khan, who later received the title of his father, was for some 

time the Qil'adar of Mahwar. But Muzaffar Jang’s real name was 
Hidayat Muhiy-ud-Dui, and his mother was Khair-un-Nisa Bfgum, 
the daughter of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah. From early days he 

devoted himself to studies and learning etiquette, and earned a good 
name. After some time he received the title of Khan, and gradually 
rose to the rank of 3,000 with 2,000 horse. He also received the 
title of Bahadur, and the gift of a flag and drums. He was with his 
father while the latter was the Governor of Bljapur. After his death 
his rank was raised by 1,000, and he was given the title of Muzaffar 
Jang, and elevated above his peers by appointment as the Governor 
of the said province (Bljapur). He carried out regular expeditions, 
and subduing the landholders there who were known as palygars and 
all of whom were turbulent owing to their having large numbers of 
retainers sufficient equipment, and extensive territories—himself 
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hccatpc influential and rich, and iiad a large force under him. As a 
reward for his services he received the title of Sa‘d Ullah Khan. 
When Asaf Jah died, and Nasir Jang, the Martyr, succeeded him in 
the government of the Deccan, and as formerly there had not been 
cordiality between him and Muzaffar Jang, both of them became 
obsessed with suspicions. Muzaffar Jang collected troops, and pro¬ 
ceeded against the Haidarabad Kamatik (Arcot). Anwar-ud-Din 
Khan, the Fattjclar fought a battle with him in 1162 A.H. (1749 
A.D.), but was killed. On receiving this news, Nasir Jang pro¬ 
ceeded to that area with a large force and plenty of equipment, and 
made arrangements for a battle. In the crisis of the battle the hat- 
wearers of Pondicherry (The French)—on whom he fully relied— 
became suspicious and deserted him (Muzaffar Jang). Nasir Jang— 
who had previously tried to conciliate him—now sent for him and 
kept him under surveillance in a cell (Zaviya). As it was fated that 
he should for a time govern the Deccan, Bahadur Khan Pant and 
some others conspired and joined the hat-wearers. They carried 

out a surprise night attack, and Nasir Jang was martyred at the hands 
of the said Afghan. The conspirators took Muzaffar Jang out of 
the covered ( ghatta-top ) howdah, and congratulated him. He was 
seated on the cushion of power. As he had left his mother 
and his relatives in Pondicherry, he went there, and taking 

an army of the hat-wearers with him returned. After reaching the 
village of Ral’chotT, a sudden quarrel sprang up. The men of 
Bahadur Khan Paul—who in his arrogance made no account of any 
one—carried away the goods of the hat-wearers in two or three carts. 
A tumult ensued, and Muzaffar Jang was killed by an arrow on 17th 
Rabl* I, 1x64 A.H. (2nd February, 1751 A.D.). The Afghan also 
was killed by a bullet. Sa‘d Ullah Khan was distinguished by ex¬ 
cellent qualities and pleasant manners. He was a soldier, and a lover 
of soldiers. He was possessed of energy, and was very considerate 
towards his comrades. He had committed Divine Word (the Qur’an ) 
to memory, and was fond of men of learning. In this society there 

were always discourses about books. After him his son Muhammad 
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Sa'd-ud-Dln had the title of Muzaffnr Jang, and was appointed Gover¬ 
nor of'Btjapur, but he soon after died of small-pox. 

SA*ADAT KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 461.463). 

He was the son of Zafar Khan 1 son of Zain Khan Koka 2 . Separate 
biographies of both have been included in this work. Sa’adat Khan 
at the close of Emperor Jahangir’s reign had the rank of 1,500 foot 
with 700 horse 3 , and had been assigned to the contingent of the 
Kabul Province 4 . In the 5th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign 
his rank by promotion was advanced to 1,500 foot with 1,000 horse". 
In the 9th year, he had an increase of 200 horse, and in the 10th 
year he had a further increase of 300 horse resulting in his horse- 
assignment being made equal to his infantry rank 1 * ’. In the 12th year 
by promotion his rank became 2,000 foot with 1,500 horse 7 . In the 
19th year he was appointed with Prince Murad Bakhsh to Balkh and 
Badakhshan". After the conquest of Balkh he was appointed Governor 
of Tirmidh®. In the 20th year his rank was 2,500 with 2,000 horse, 
and he was honoured with the gift of drums 10 . Later at the recom¬ 
mendation of Jumdat-ul-Mulk Sa‘d Uiliih Khan he was favoured with 
an increase of 500 (horse) 11 . During the period of his governorship 
of Tirmidh of the evening when Subhan Qull Khan, the ruler of 
Bokhara, who had collected a force of Ozbegs and Alamans, made a 
night attack on the said fort, Sa'adat Khan lighted fireworks ( mahtdbba) 
and rallied forth from the fort with the officers assigned to his 
command and his own followers, and bravely attacked the enemy. The 

1 Maalhir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp, 755, 756. 

2 Id ibid, pp. 362-370. 3 Badsbabnama, I, part i, p. i 84 - 

4 Id., p. 190. 5 Id., p. 440. 

6 Badsbabnama, I, part ii, p. 304. 

7 Badsbabnama, II, p, 133. 

8 Id., p. 485. 

to Id., p. 578. 


9 M., p. 545. 
11 Id., p. 594. 
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fight went on till the morning when the enemy retreated 1 . As a 
reward his rank was advanced to 3,000 with 2,500 horse. In the 
21 st year he was promoted to the governorship of Ghaznin, and given 
the charge of the two Bangash provinces 2 on the death of Dhul 
Qadar Khan. In the 22nd year he was appointed to the contingent, 
which accompanied Prince Muhammad AurangzTb Bahadur for the 
conquest of Qandahar. In accordance with the instructions of the 
said prince, he left some of his men in the fort of Marti in the 
province of Qandahar, and himself with a strong force remained in 
Qara Bagh to guard the roads. When it became clear that he was unable 
to discharge this duty, two other armies were sent, one after the other, 
in the 23rd year to help him. In the same year he was removed from 
the governorship of Ghaznin, and in the 25th year his rank was 
increased to 3,000 with 3,000 horse, and he was deputed a second 
time to accompany the said prince to Qandahar. At the time of his 
departure he was granted a dress of honour, and a horse with gilded 
trappings. In the 26th year, when the governorship of Kabul was 
entrusted to Sulaiman Shikoh, he was nominated to the contingent of 
this prince. Later he accompanied Prince Dara Shikoh on the 
Qandahar campaign. In the 29th year he was appointed Governor of 
the two Bangash provinces in succession to Mubarak Kljan Niyazl. 
In the 31st year he was appointed to guard the fort of Kabul 2 in 
succession to Fath Ullah son of S.Vld Khan. Later when the affairs of 
government passed into the hands of Emperor Aurangzlb, in the 2nd 
year of the reign, 1069 A.H. (1659 A.D.) he was killed by his son 
Slier Ullah 4 with a dagger. Mahabat Khan, the Governor, in accor¬ 
dance with orders imprisoned Sher Ullah. 

1 Id., p. 62 3. The words in Badshabnama jf> G in place of 

A-iJii * gjly h in the Maathir appear to be more correct, otherwise the 

description is taken almost verbatim from the former work. 

2 ‘ Amal-i-Salih, III, p. 22. 

3 Id., p. 263. I have failed to find the exact references to his appoint¬ 
ments in the intervening period. 

4 In 'Alamgtrnama, p. 442, the name of the son is given as Slier Beg. 
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SADAT KHAN DHOLplQAR JANG 
(Vol. II, pp. 524-527). 

He was the son of Sadat Khan, alias Saiyid Husain Khan, a Mir 
Buzurg of the Marashi clan 1 . Sadat Khan’s daughter 3 was married 
to Muhammad Farrukh Siyar. As a result Sadat Khan was promoted, 
and first had the title of Saiyid Salabat Khan and a suitable rank, and 
then appointed Superintendent of the Artillery. On the day 3 when 
the Barah Saiyids seized Muhammad Farrukh Siyar, Sadat Khan, alias 
Saiyid Husain Khan, with his sons had proceeded to Chandnl Chauk 
and created a disturbance. He and one of his sons were killed, but 
three sons escaped. One was the JChan to whom this account relates, and 
the others Saif Khan and Saiyid Husain Khan. Their jdgir was con¬ 
fiscated by the Barah Saiyids. Afterwards the said Khan joined Qutb- 
uI-Mulk, and was with him in the battle 4 which took place under the 
banner of Sultan Ibrahim. 

When in 1133 A.H. (1720-21 A.D.) Emperor Muhammad Shah 
was married 5 to the daughter of Muhammad Farrukh Siyar, who was 

In Maatbir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 28 his name is Slier Ullah son of Sa'adat fjhau great 
grandson of Tarbiyat f£han. In Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, II. p. 679, he is des¬ 
cribed as Sher Zad, and the event is wrongly described as having occurred in the 
1 st year of Emperor Aurangzib’s reign. 

1 Irvine, in tourn. As. Soc. Bengal, LXXIIl, p. 359, states in note that he is 
unable to explain the epithets. Mir Buzurg appears 10 mean a leading chieftain, 
while Marash is a town in Asiatic Turkey; apparently he was of Turkish origin. 

2 She was Fakhr-un-Nissa Begum, see Irvine loc. cit. She was the mother 
of Malika-uz-Zamani, the wife of Muhammad Shah. 

3 9th Rabi'II, 1131 A.H. (28th February, 1719 A.D.), sec Irvine, loc. 

cit., pp. 342-344- 

4 Battle of Hasnapur, 13th November, 1720 A.D. Sec Irvine, Later 
Mughals, II, pp. 85-93. The date according to Sir Jadunath Sarkar in Cam¬ 
bridge History of India, IV, p. 345 is 15th November. 

5 See Siyar-i-Mutakhkbirin, Text, II, p. 435, where the date of the marriage 
is given as 19th Safr 1134 A.H (8th December, 1721 A.D.). She was Bad- 
shah Begum also known as Malika-uz-Zamani. Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Op. cit., 
p. 346 gives the date as 9th January, 1721. 
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the daughter of Gauhar-un-Nissa Begum, the sister of the Said Khan— 
the marriage was celebrated with great splendour. Accordingly many 
of the officers presented lakhs of rupees, and every one received a dress 
of honour, and jewels and increase of pay. Besides, the Khan’s 
daughter also was married to Emperor Muhammad Shah, and was 
given the tittle of Sahiba Mahal. On this score the Khan was treated 
with special favour, and given the rank of 4,000, and the post of 
Bakhsht of the Ahdis. Afterwards he was appointed 4th Bakhsht on 
the death of Hamld-ud-Dln Khan ‘Alamglrshahi, and promoted to the 
rank of 6,000. As both the Begums of Emperor Muhammad Shah 
had no children, they together brought up (as their own son) Mlrza 
Ahmad Bahadur 1 who after ascending the throne was known as Ahmad 
Shah. When in the year 1161 A.H. (1748 A.D.) news was received 
that the Shah Durrani was marching towards India, and the Emperor 
could not, on account of dropsy, personally march to meet him, the 
said prince (Ahmad Shah) was sent under the guardianship of Saiyid 
Salabat Khan with 1 ‘timad-tld-Daulah the premier, Safdar Jang, the 
I lead of the Artillery, and other officers to oppose the Afghans. A battle 
took place, and the DurranTs were forced to retire to their native land 2 . 
Meanwhile Emperor Muhammad Shah died, and Ahmad Shah ascen¬ 
ded the throne. The Khan became on the death of Nizam-ul-Mulk 
Asaf Jah the Mir Bakhsht, and was exalted by promotion to the rank 
of 8,000 with 8,000 horse, and given the title of Saiyid Sadfit Khan 
Bahadur Dhulfiqar Jang. The Emperor used to call him Nana Baba 
(maternal grandpapa). As people are prone on account of selfish 
motives, jealousy and suspicion to work for others’ disgrace, the eunuch 
Jiiwid Khun—who managed the affairs of the State, and was known as 
Nawab Bahadur—becoming jealous of him always carried tales against 
him to the Emperor. At least in 1164 A.II. (1751 A.D.) he was 

1 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of Mughal Empire, I, p. 341, and note. 
Ahmad Shah was the son of a concubine of Muhammad Shah, see Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar, op. cit., p 334. 

2 See Fall of Mughal Empire, l. 216-233. The battle took place at 
Manupur. See also Cambridge History of India, IV, pp. 272, 273. 
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imprisoned in the royal lore for three days, and most of his property 
was confiscated 1 . The office of Mir Bakhsht and the title of Anur-ul- 
Umara were transferred from him to Flruz Jang Bahadur, the eldest 
son of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah. In the year 1166 A.H. (1753 A.D.) 
he was, at the instance of Safdar Jang, again appointed Bakhsht , but as 
Safdar Jang could not maintain his footing and retired to his estates in 
Oudh, the Khan also went with him and died there. 

SA'ADAT ULLAH KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 513-514). 

He belonged to the Nawait 2 3 tribes. In the time of Hmpcror 
Aurangzlb he was, at the instance of phfdfiqar Khan, appointed 
superintendent of the district of Karnatik (Carnatic) Haidarabad. As 
he treated both and small great with equal consideration, he gained a 
name for magnanimity. After Mubariz Khan was killed, and Nizam-ul- 
Mulk Asaf Jah proceeded to thac quarter, Sa'adat Ullah through fore¬ 
sight came and welcoming him presented him all the gold in his 
possession. He was treated with honour, and allowed to return to lus 
assignment. For a long time he governed that area, and gained a 
good name for his equity and justice. He died in 1x45 A.H.' 1 
(1732 A.D.). After him Dost ‘All KJian son of his brother was 
appointed in his place. When the Marathas created a disturbance 
there, he opposed them, and he and his son Safdar ‘All Khan 4 were 

1 For a detailed account see ['all oj Mughal kmpirc, I, p. 358 el seej. 

2 I11 Wilson’s Glossary (Gangulee & Ha.su cdu.), p. 592, as Nawacthc 
meaning: those who had newly come. Sec also Col. Wilk’s Hist. Sketches, 
I, p. 242. The Nawaits arc believed to have settled on the west coast o£ India. 

3 According to Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary, p. 337, he died 
in 1135 A.H. (1722 A.D.). 

4 Dost ‘All Khan was killed in this battle, but not his son Safdar ‘Ali 
Khan who, according to Beale, op. cit., p, 341, was murdered by his brother- 
in-law Murtar/a ‘Ali Khan at Vellore on 2nd October, 1742. For further 
details of Safdar ‘All’s death sec Yusuf Husain Khan— Ntzamitl-Mulk Asaf 
Jah, I, p. 230. 
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killed. Husain Dost Khan alias Chanda Sahib was Sa'adat Ullah Khan’s 
son-in-law 1 , and was in the fort of Trichinopoly, Raghu Bhonsle 
besieged the fort and captured it. Chanda Sahib was made a prisoner, 
and was in prison tor a long time, but was at last released on payment 
of a ransom. He went to Bljapur and joined the Zaminddr there. 

When about this time disagreements arose berween Nasir Jang, the 
Martyr, and Muzaffar Jang, he sided with the latter, and induced him 
by specious pretexts 2 3 4 (lit. by showing verdant gardens) to proceed to 
Arkat (Arcot). When Anwar-ud-Dln Khan the Faujddr of Arcot was 
slain, Chanda Sahib went towards TanjBre ' 1 along with Muzaffar Jang, 
but as the seige was not successful, he returned with him. In the 
height of the battle (with Nasir Jang), he and the French left Muzaffar 
Jang and retired to the port of Pondicherry. When after the martyr¬ 
dom of Nasir Jang, Muzaffar Jang came to power, he was again granted 
the baujddri of Arcot. After a little while Muhammad ‘All Khan alias 
Anwar-ud-Dln Khan* brought an army of hat-wearers, (the English) 
against him. He was made a prisoner, and put to death. He had two 
sons. One was Zain-ud-Din Khan who was a man of jealous disposition. 
He composed poetry and his nom-de-plume was Badil. This verse is his ; 

Verse * 

My pain is not one for examination by physicians. 

My wound is to be healed by the lustre of the sword. 

He fell bravely in battle. The second ‘All Rada Khan is still alive. 

1 This is incorrect. He was the son-in-law of Dost ‘All and not of Sa'adat 
LJIlfih £han. He was taken prisoner by the Marhattas on afith March, 1741, 
and imprisoned in the fort of Satara, but at the intervention of Dupleix released 
in 1748, and appointed Nawab of Carnatic by Muzalfar Jang, He was killed 
by the Marhattas in 175a; see Beale, op. tit., p. 114, 

2 Sec Roebuck s Oriental Proverbs, II, No. 372. 

3 Text Chanchawar, it is most probably Tanjore, as I have rendered it, or 
Conjcvaram. 

4 See chapter X of Yusuf Husain Khan’s work cited above for a detailed 
account of the Carnatic affairs. Also sec Cambridge Hist, of India, Vo). IV, 
pp. 386, 387, and V, p. 126 et setj. 
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SADIQ KHAN MIR BAKHSHI 
(Vol. II. pp. 729-731). 

He was the son of Aqa Tahir—whose nom-de-phtme was Wasli—the 
son of Muhammad Sharif of Herat, and brother’s son and son-in-law 
of 1 ‘timad-ud-Daulah of Tehran. For a time he was, with his father, 
Faujdar of the Panjab, and in Emperor Jahangir’s reign attained a 
suitable rank. In the 8th year of the reign he received the title of Khan, 
and in the qth year was appointed Bakhshl, and raised to the rank of 
i,ooo’ with 500 horse. In the 10th year he had an increase of 200 
horse, and gradually rose higher. In the 18th year he was appointed 
Governor of the Panjab 2 , and deputed to annex the northern hilt country. 
After accomplishing this work he joined the Emperor’s entourage with 
his contingent, and having made Jagat Singh—who for some time had 
been behaving seditiously in that quarter (the northern hill country)— 
hopeful of royal favour, brought him to the Presence. Through the 
intercession of Nur Jahan Begum Jagat Singh was forgiven 3 . When 
Emperor Jahangir died on his way back from Kashmir, and Yatnin- 
ud-Daulah, owing to the exigencies of the time, made Dawar Bakhsh, 
son of Khusrau, the sovereign, Sadiq Khan—who had been antagonis¬ 
tic towards Shah 'Jahan—became afraid of his fate in view of his past 
actions, and resorted to Yamln-ud-Daulah for protection. The latter 
took the three princes (sons of Shah Jahan) from Nur Jahan Begum, 
and handed them over to Sadiq Khan so that service in their cause 
might become the means of his salvation 4 . In the 1st year of 


t This seems to be incorrect, as in Tuzuk-i-lahangiri (Rogers anil Beve¬ 
ridge’s translation), I, p. 701, he is mentioned in the 10th year as having been 
granted an increase of 300 horse bringing his rank to 1,000 personal and horse. 

2 Tuzuk, op. cit., p. 259. He is mentioned as holding office of the Mir 
Bakhshi in the 17th year, p. 222. 

3 Sec, however, Tuzuk, op. cit., p. 289. 

4 Iqbalnama-i-Jahangiri, p. 295, also Banarsi Prasad’s History oj Shah- 
jahan, p. 58. Sadiq Khan was the brother-in-law of Ynmtn-ud-Daulah Asaf 
Khan. 
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Emperor Shall Jahiin’s reign be presented himself with the three 
princes, and was graciously received and confirmed in his earlier rank 
of 4,000 with 4,000 horse, and the possession of a flag and drums 1 . 
As the office of the Bakhshl had already been assigned to Iriidat Khan, 
who later at the recommendation of Yamtn-ud-Daulah was made 
XVazlr, Sadiq Khan was restored to his olfice of Bakhshl and received 
a jewelled inkstand". In the 6th year, he died 1 on the 9th RabI‘I, 
1044 A.H. (3 r d September, 1633 A.D.). The Emperor, out of 
consideration for his services, sent Prince Muhammad Aurangzib 
Bahadur to console his sons. He had four sons, of whom Ja'far Khan 
was the ablest, and the second was Raushan-Dannr Salabat Khan—• 
separate accounts of both of whom have been given in this work 1 * . 
The third was ‘Abdur Rahman whose heart’s desire was gratified by 
an advance in his tank 5 * after his father’s death. Later he was 
appointed Bakhshl of Ahaclls c . He 7 * * was removed from this appoint¬ 
ment in the 8th year, and in the 12th year" he was raised to the 
rank of 1,000 foot with 400 horse. Still later he was exalted by 
the grant of the title of Marhamat Khan'*. In the 19th year he was 
appointed 10 to act as the host for Khusrau, son of Nadhar Muhammad- 
Khan ruler of Balkh, who desired to wait on the Emperor while he 
was in Kabul. In the 20th year he was granted an increase of 500 
with 400 horse 11 . The fourth was Bahram, whose account has been 
included in the notice of his son Bahramand Khan Mir Bakhshl 1 *. 

1 BcidsbahnSrna, I, pt. i, p. 181. 

2 Op, cit., p 18 <>. 3 Op. cit., p. 538. 

4 For Ja'far Khan, see Maathir, Text, I, pp. 5 j 1 - 535 . Beveridge & Prashad’s 
translation, I, pp. 722, 723. For Salabat Khan Raushati-Pamir MaHthir, Text, 

II, pp. 73 <-73 3. 

5 Badshahnama, I, pt. i, p. 5 39* 6 Op. cit., p. 54 1 • 

7 Badshahnama , I, [)t. ii. p. 68. 8 Badshahnitma , II, p. 134. 

9 Op. cit,, p. 146. 10 Op. cit., p. 518. 

11 With an increase of 5°° his rank became 1,500 with 400 horse, op. 

cit.. p. 594. 

Maathir, Text 1 , pp. 454-457, Beveridge’s translation, 1 , pp. 365-368, 
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It is stated that Sadiq Khan was courteous and affable, and tried to 
treat everyone with kindness, so much so that Mahabat Khan, who was 
an enemy o£ his family, regarded him as belonging to his party. 
He was very fond of horses, and had collected many Iranian (of the 
Iraqi race) ones. He, however, used every pretext 1 for fining soldiers 
for absence, and so was reviled by them. 

SADIQ MUHAMMAD KHAN HIRATI 2 
(Vol. II, pp. 724-729). 

He was the son of Muhammad Baqir of Hirat, who was the 
minister of Qara Khan Turkaman, ruler of Khurasan, who rebelled 
against Shah Tahmasp. When Sadiq Muhammad came to India in 
straitened circumstances, he took up service under Bairam Khan, and 
was appointed his equerry ( rikabdar ). As a result of his honesty he 
soon obtained service under the Crown, and after Bairam Khan’s 
death was promoted to the rank of an Amir. When after the con¬ 
quest of Patna, Emperor Akbar returned to Jaunpur by boat, Sadiq 
Khan was ordered 3 to bring back the camp slowly by the land route 
and over suitable ferries. It so happened that an elephant named 
Lai Khan was drowned at the Chausa ferry, and it was discovered 
that Sadiq Khan had not taken the necessary precautions in crossing 
the ferry. His fief was confiscated and he was forbidden to appear 
at the Court, and sent to Tatta 4 (Sindh). It was laid down that until 
he produced an elephant to replace the one that was lost, he was not 
to be allowed to perform his obeisance. In fact it was a lesson in 

1 This is a reference to Sadiq {(ban being also the Paymaster General in 
his view of his being the Mir Bakhshi. For GJbair hadari see Irvine, W. Army 
of the Indian Mughals, p. 25, according to which pay was cut “if a man was 
absent from three consecutive turns of guard (chauki 

2 Blochmann's translation of A'in 1 (2nd edn.,) pp. 382-384. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 105, Beveridge’s translation. III. pp. 14b, 147, 

4 In Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 143, the words are which 

Beveridge, p. 201, has rightly translated as “desert of exile.’’ Tatta, however, 
appears to be a lapsus calami for Bhatti in Central India. 
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service so that in royal affairs he was nor to make a distinction 
between small things and great. He having spent some time in 
ups and downs, came to the court in the 20th year, and produced 
one hundred elephants in payment of his fine. He was restored to 
favour, and appointed to the charge of Garha 1 in place of Ral 
Surjan. 

In the 22nd year, Sadiq Muhammad Khan was deputed with 
other officers to chastise Raja Madhukar, whose presumption had 
increased owing to the impregnable nature of his country. When 
he passed the borders of Narwar, he attempted to admonish the 
Raja, but the latter did not hearken, and so Sadiq Muhammad Khan 
proceeded to cut the jungle 2 . Near Orcha there was a great battle. 
Horal Rao the Raja’s son was killed and he himself was wounded. 
Sadiq Muhammad Khan to make certain took up quarters in the 
district. The Raja was obliged to sue for peace, and in the 23rd 
year he with Sadiq Muhammad Khan came to the Court. After this 
the latter was granted a fief in the Eastern districts. 

When Muzaffar Khan was killed by the rebels (in Bihar), 
and the greater part of Bengal and Bihar was taken possession 
of by the rebels, Sadiq Muhammad Khan behaved with fidelity 
and courage, and fought them, and saved several valuable districts 
from falling into the hands of the rebels. In the 27th year, he 
fought with Khabita—who, as an unknown man of the Mughal 
tribe, had served among the Badkhshan troops, and distinguished 
himself with Ma'sum Kabuli as a sedition-monger. He came from 
Bengal to Bihar and was practising tyranny on the peasantry. 
Sadiq Muhammad Khan fought a battle at Patna and was victorious. 
He cut off his (Khablta’s) 3 head and sent it to the Court. When 


1 Akbarnama , Text, III, p. 158, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 223. 

2 Through some omission in the text the cutting down of the jungle is 
ascribed to Raja Madhukar. I have restored the proper text following Akbar¬ 
nama, Text, III, p, 229, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 323. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 388, 389, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 575. 
For l£habita also see Blochmann, op. cit. p. 383, note 1. 
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Wazlr Khan was forced to encamp at Bardwan in his campaign 
against Qutlu KararanI (Lohant) — who had conquered Orissa and 
because of whose trickery WazTr Khan could net make any progress, 
Sadiq Muhammad Khan in the 29th year joined him, and 
managed affairs so skilfully that Qutlu feeling helpless had to retire to 
Orissa. The officers followed him, and he getting alarmed proposed 
a peace, and sent his brother’s son with choice elephants to the 
Court. The officers left Orissa to him, and Sadiq Muhammad Khan 
returned to his fief in Patna. When Shahbaz Khan returned 
unsuccessful from the Bhatl country, and the fief-holders of Bihar 
were appointed to assist in the Bengal campaign; Sadiq Muhammad 
Khan and he did not get on. When one work is assigned to two 
discordant leaders, confusion arises, and so Khwaja Sulaiman was 
sent from the Court to arrange that one of them should undertake 
the work, and the other return to Bihar. Sadiq Muhammad Khan 
took the work into his own hands in the 30th year, and in the 
same year went post-haste to the Court without being summoned. He 
was not admitted to an audience. When Shahbaz Khan under 
royal orders returned from Bihar to Bengal, Sadiq Muhammad Khan 
came to the Court, and was appointed Governor of Multan. When 
the Raushanis of Tlrah—which is a hill country west of Peshawar, 
32 kos long and 12 broad—made the homeland of the Afridis and 
Orakza’is their shelter, and stirred up disturbances, Sadiq Muhammad 
Khan in 33rd year was appointed to put them down. By courage 
and skill he subdued them, and they agreed ro keep the Khaibar 
route open, and handed over (to the imperialists) Mulla Ibrahim 
whom Jalala respected as much as his father. Jalala thereupon lost 
trust in them, and went off to Turan. When Zain Khan Koka— 
who had brought about some order in Swat and Bajaur—returned 
to the Court, Sadiq Muhammad Khan was ordered in the same 
year to march from Tlrah and reduce to obedience the remainder of 
the recalcitrants. In the 38th year when Prince Sultan Murad was 
transferred from Malwa to Gujarat, and as Isma'Il Qull Khan had 
not been able properly to manage the affairs of the Prince, Sadiq 
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Muhammad Khan was sent with the Prince as his guardian 1 . In 
the 40th year when the Prince was ordered to conquer the Deccan, 
and Shahrukh Mirza, Shahbaz Khan and Khan Khanan were appointed 
auxiliaries, the old dislike between Sadiq Muhammad Khan and 
Shahbaz Khan again became acute, and they tried to injure each 
other. Though in the year 1004 A.H. (1595*96 A.D.) Ahmad- 
nagar was invested, and on account of the prevailing famine the 
besieged were in difficulties, yet owing to the disagreement and 
negligence of the officers Chand Bib! maintained her position. At 
last peace was arranged on feeble and flimsy conditions, and the 
army withdrew. The Prince with the officers went off to Berar p 
and Sadiq Muhammad Khan taking upon himself the charge of the 
frontier made Mahkar his headquarters. 

In the beginning of the 41st year, he was promoted to the rank 
of 5,000. In the same year he sent a force against and defeated 
Iwaz Khan 3 , who was creating a disturbance, and obtained much 
plunder. When Khudawand Khan Deccan! got together a number 
of Deccan! officers to join him and behaved with presumption, Sadiq 
Muhammad Khan marched out against him, and had many hand 
to hand fights. Khudawand Khan could not withstand him and 
fled, after losing many men. When the Prince abandoning Berar 
to some extent encamped at some six kos from Balapur in 1004 
A.H. (1595-96 A.D.) and gave the place the name of Shahpur, 
and Khan Khanan and Mirza Shahrukh were recalled to the Court, 
the control of the army and the administration of the country 
was assigned to Sadiq Muhammad Khan alone and without any 
other officer to participate in it. In the beginning of the 42nd 

t Akbarnima, Text, III, p. 6 qi, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 985. 

2 In Akbamamti, Text, III, p. 711, the name is ! which is adopted 

by Beveridge in the translation, p. 1059. Blochmann, p. 383, has Sarawar Khan. 
M.iSthir has j 1 y> and apparently Blochmann regarded this as a part of the 
naan jJj'l appears to he more correct as this name occurs later also in 
AkbarnamJ. 
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ycar 1 , 1005 A. H. (1566-97 A. D.) he did o£ dysentry at Shahpur. 
He had made Dholpur, 20 kos from Agra his home, and had erected 
a sarat, a building and his tomb there, and had developed the 
neighbouring villages. His eldest son was Zahid Khan 2 whose 
account has been separately recorded. His other sons were Dost 
Muhammad and Yar Muhammad who had received suitable ranks 
during Emperor Akbar’s reign. None of them survived into Shah 
Jahan’s reign. But Sadiq Muhammad Khan Ba’iji(?) lived for a 
long while in Dholpur and died there. 

(HAKIM) SADRA 
(Vol. I, pp. 577-579)- 

His title was MasIh-uz-Zaman (Messiah of the Age), and he was 
the son of Hakim Fakhr-ud-Din of Shiraz, who in the time of Shah 
Tahmasp, the ruler of Iran, received the name of Mlrza Muhammad. 
Many of his relations, and people of his tribe were physicians. His 
genealogy goes up to Harich, the sou of Kalda 3 , who was in the service 
of “The Seal of the Prophets” (Muhammad) ! upon whom be Peace ! 
Be virtue of his benediction the science of medicine will flourish in his 
family till the day of judgment. Hakim Fakhr-ud-Din was an expert 
physician and a man of good words. He was very skilled in the 
curing of diseases. The learned of the age regarded his dicta as 
authoritative, and his treatment as trustworthy. The physicians of 
the day prided themselves on being his disciples, and discussed medical 
books on the basis of his opinions. But as he was a free thinker 4 
(ba tawassH masbrab mashhiir bad), the Shah did not pay much 

1 Not in the beginning of the year, but in the 7th or 8th month of the 
year, see Akbarnami , Text, III, p. 720, Beveridge’s translation, p. 1074. Sadiq 
Khan died in March, i 597 A.D. 

2 Maatbir-ul-Umara, Text, II, p. 370. 

3 Kalawah in the text is apparently incorrect. I have followed Badshahndma , 
I, part ii, p. 384, in adopting Kalda, as the account is apparently taken from it. 

4 Possibly the words mean that he was addicted to drinking. 
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regard to him. Hakim Sadra, after learning other sciences, became 
famous, like lus father, for his skill in medicine, and in the height of 
his youth migrated to India in the 46th year of Emperor Akbar s 
reign. In the time of Emperor Jahangir he was appointed head of 
the physicians, received the title of Maslh-uz-Zaman 1 , and the rank of 
3,000 with 500 horse 2 . After the accession of Emperor Shah Jahan 
lie rose more and more into favour, and was appointed Reviser of 
Petitions (‘Ard-i-Mukarrar )—an appointment which was not given to 
any one but a really trusted person. In the 4th year lie 3 obtained 
leave to go to Mecca, and through divine aid and guidance successfully 
performed the pilgrimage. He returned via Basra to the port of 
Laharl, and in the 8th year had the good fortune of kissing the 
threshold. He presented forty Arab horses which he had purchased 
in Basra and its neighbourhood. The present was accepted, and of 
these horses two, one a roan (buz) and the other a high-bred (tarf )— 
which were very good-looking, well-mannered, sound of limbs and fast¬ 
footed—-became the heads of the Emperor’s stud; they were known 
respectively as Padshah Pasand (approved by the Emperor) and Tamam 
'lyar (of perfect marks). The Hakim was reappointed to his old rank, 
presented an elephant, and Rs. 20,000 in cash, and appointed Governor 
of the blessed port of Surat and the parganas pertaining thereto 4 . 

As the Hakim was a confirmed believer in the Imamiya sect, and 


1 See Rogers and Beveridge's translation of Tuzuk-i-Jah 3 ngiri, II, pp. 213, 
217. Jahangir's caustic remarks in regard to the Hakim refusing to treat him 
for his illness in the 17th year of the reign arc specially interesting. 

2 In Badsbahnama, I, part i, his arrival at the Court in the 1st year of the 
reign of Shah Jahan, and his being granted a robe of honour, and being con¬ 
firmed in his earlier rank of 3,000 with 500 horse is mentioned on pp. 159, 
160. 

3 See Badsbahnama , I, part i, pp. 40b, 407, for a detailed account. It is 
also noted that for the post of ' Ard-i-Mukarrar Hakim Hiidhiq son of Hakim 
Hamam Gilani—was appointed as his successor. 

4 The account is taken almost verbatim from Badsbahnama, I, part ii, pp. 
102, 103. 
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was possessed of perfect piety and purity, he resigned his service 1 , 
and with a tranquil mind lived in retirement at Lahore. He spent 
most of the time in Lahore, but used to go to Kashmir during summer. 
Sometimes he was sent for, and in accordance with orders would 
present himself at the Court. As he exerted himself in curing the 
Begam Sahib of the illness caused by her being burnt, he, in the 18th 
year, received an increase of Rs. 10,000 as a result of which his annual 
salary rose to Rs. 50,00c) 2 . Thereafter he was allowed to depart. In 
the 24th year corresponding to 1061 A.H. (1651 A.D.) he died in 
Kashmir. He had a poetical vein and his nom-de-plume was Masih-i- 
llahi 3 . This verse is his: 

Verse 

My flavour is limited, but my price is beyond count! 

One would say it is an early fruit from the garden of my life. 

It is stated that the Hakim had 300 maid servants. Every one 
had a fixed occupation, and they were all engaged in their respective 
duties from morning to evening, and from evening to midnight. He 
did not allow them even a moment’s rest. When people asked him 
the reason for this strict regime and tyranny, he replied, “so long as 
women are not busy, idle thoughts come into their heads”. It is also 
said that they were treated harshly in the matter of maintenance. 

(MIRZA) SAFAVI KHAN ‘ALT NAQI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 653, 654). 

He was related to the Safavl Kings. In the 47th year of Emperor 
Aurangzlb’s reign he came to India, and entered into service. He 

1 The appointment of his successor as the Governor of Surat is mentioned 
in the 12th year on page 116 of Badsbahnama, II. 

2 See, however, Badsbahnama II, p. 399, where it is stated that he received 
a reward of Rs. 10,000, and an increase of Rs. 14,000 which resulted in annual 
emoluments being increased to Rs. 50,000. He was granted a further increase 
of Rs. 10,000 in the 19th year, p. 305. 

3 But his nom-dt'plume is given as llabi only in the account of his career 
in Badshahnama, 1 , part it, pp. 347, 34S, 
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received the rank of 3,000' foot with 1,000 horse, and the title of 
Mlrza Safavl Khan, and was appointed to the high office of the 3rd 
Bakhsbt. In the 49th year when he was married® to the daughter of 
Mu'azzam Khan (Mir Jumla), he was presented a robe of honour with 
a Sarpech (turban ornament) and Rs. 12,000 in cash. After the death 
of Aurangzlb he accompanied Muhammad A'zam Shah from the 
Deccan to Upper India, and was in the centre in the battle 3 against 
Bahadur Shah. Several notable officers sacrificed their lives with 
A‘zam Shah, and he also was 4 killed. 

SAFDAR KHAN KHWAJA QASIM 
(Vol. II, pp. 733-736). 

He is Saiyid Atai’. It is stated that he originally was one of the 
numerous servants of ‘Abdullah Khan Bahadur FTruz Jang 5 . Later 
he attached himself to Prince Shah Jahan, and by his long service 
during the period of alienation (from Jahangir) secured a place for 
himself in the Prince’s affections. After the accession he, in the 
1st year, attained the rank of 2,300 foot with 1,200 horse, and 
received a dress of honour, a jewelled dagger, a horse with a silver 
saddle, an elephant, and a present of Rs. 30,000 in cash 6 . Later, 
he received the title of Safdar Khan 7 —which in Emperor Jahangir’s 

1 This appointment is recorded in the account of the 48th year, see 
Maathir-i-'Alamgirt, p. 482, where it is stated that lie was granted Rs. 5,000 
cash on arrival at Surat for his expenses, and was appointed to the office of 
3,000 with 1,000 horse, and granted a robe of honour, a horse, an elephant, 
and a ji gh a studded with gems. 

2 MaStbir-t-'Ahtmgiri, p. 496. 

3 Battle of jajau, t8th June, 1707. 

4 Irvine, Later Mughals , I, pp. 31, 32. 

5 For his account see Maatkir-ul'U mara, Text, II, pp. 777-789, Beveridge's 
translation I. pp. 97-105. 

6 This is based on DadshabnSma, I, part i. p. 118, but the cash award 
there is Rs. 25,000 and not Rs. 30,000. 

7 Op. cit., p. 201. 

84 
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time had been held by Kfirzii Lashkarl son of Saiyid Yusuf Khan 
Radavl, and who was now granted the title of Saf Shikan Khan. He 
was also appointed Faujddr and fief-holder of Sironj. At the time of 
the first rebellion of Jujhar Singh he was deputed 11 with Khan Jahan 
Lodi on the expedition against him. After that he received the gift 
of a flag. In die 2nd year he went with Khwaja Abtil Hasan Turbatl 
in pursuit of Khan Jahan Lodi, and in 3rd year he was honoured by 
an increase of 300 horse in his rank and the grant of drums. He 
then joined Rao Ratan Hara—who with some other officers had been 
appointed to block the path of the rebels by taking post at Basim at 
Balaghat in the province of Berar, Telingana. Later he was promoted 2 
to the rank of 3*000 foot with 2,000 horse. In the 4th year he was 
appointed 3 Governor of the capital and defender of its fort. In the 
5th year his rank was increased to 4,000 foot with 2,500 horse 4 , and 
on the return of the Emperor from the Deccan, he did homage, and 
was appointed ambassador to Iran. At the time of departure he was 
allowed 1 /i lacs of rupees for expenses, and presented a dress of 
honour, a a jewelled dagger, a horse with a golden saddle and 

an elephant. He was also to convey presents to the value of 4 lacs 
of rupees, one lac of which was in the form of decorated vessels, and 
the other three lacs comprised various rarities of India 5 . After 
reaching Iran, he had to wait a long time for an interview as the 
ruler of Iran, Shah Safi, had gone on an expedition to Erivan on the 
borders of Turkey. After the interview, the Shah greatly impressed 
by his knowledge of the etiquette visited him at his house, and 
greatly favoured him till his departure. He presented suitable gifts 
to the Emperor, and souvenirs to the officers. In the nth year he 
returned*, and in the 12th year after reaching the Presence he 
presented 7 to the Emperor 500 Iranian horses and various rarities of 
Iran. As he had performed the business of the embassy in a suitable 

1 Of. cit., p. 241. 2 Of. cit., p. 307. 

3 Of. cit., p. 369. 4 Of. cit., p. 408. 

5 Of. cit., pp, 477 , 47^- 6 Batlshabnama, H, p. 15. 

7 Of. cit., p. 117, but as he had arrived alone his feshkash consisted of 
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manner, he was treated with great favour, and his rank was advanced 
to 5,000 with 3,000 horse 1 . In the same year, when the Emperor 
went from Agra to Lahore, he, on the way, was appointed Governor 
of the capital, and granted a special dress of honour, a jewelled dagger 
with Pbiil Katdra and an elephant 2 . In the 14th year he was re¬ 
moved from there 3 , but on his arrival at the Court his rank was 
increased to 5,000 with 5,000 horse, and he was exalted by the grant 
of a dress of honour, a horse with golden saddle, and an elephant, 
and sent 1 as the Governor of Qandahar in place of QulTj Khan. In 
the 17th year 5 he returned to the Court after removal from that 
oifice. As he had been ill in Qandahar he could not pay his respects, 
and in the 18th year corresponding to 1055“ A.H. (1645 A.D.) 
he died. His sons were favoured by appointment to suitable offices. 
The eldest was Khwaja ‘Abdul Had! whose account’ has been 
separately recorded. His second son was Khwaja ‘Abdul ‘Aziz who 
upto the 3rd year had the rank of 800 with 600 horse. 

SAFI KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 740-742). 

He was the second son of Islam Khan 8 Mashhadl. In the 19th 
year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign when his father was appointed 

only 1,000 gold nuihars and nine ‘Iraqi horses. His offerings which were 
presented later are recorded on page 1 25. 

1 Op. tit., p. 122. 2 Op. cit., p. 130. 

3 Op. cit., p. 215. q Op. cit., pp. 223, 224. 

5 He was removed from office in the 17th year, op. cit., p. 356, but did 
not reach the Court till the 18th year, p. 4 T 3 - 

6 In the text the year of his death is wrongly given as 1054 A.H., 
instead of 1055 A.H., as in Badsbabnama, 11 , p. 418. 

7 Miiathir-td-Umara, Text, 1 , pp. 772, 773, Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 

35 - 3 6 - 

8 For his account see Maiithir-ul-Uinara, Text, 1 , pp. 162-167, Beveridge & 
I’rashad’s translation, 1, pp. 694-696. 
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Governor o£ the Deccan, he received a suitable increase in his rank, 
and went 1 with his father. In the 20th year, he came to the court 
with his father’s offerings ( peshkash ), and in the 21st year when his 
father died, he was promoted 11 to the rank of 1,5,00 with 400 horse. 
In the 22nd year he accompanied Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb 
Bahadur to Qandahar. In the 23rd year he was deputed 3 as an 
envoy to ‘Adil KJian at Bijapur. In the 25th year he came to the 
Court with ‘Adil Khan’s tribute—which in cash and goods amounted 
to forty lacs of rupees—and kissed the royal threshold 4 . After that 
he accompanied Sultan Aurangzlb on the Qandahar campaign. In 
the 26th year on return from there he was appointed Bakhsht and 
recorder of the four provinces of the Deccan 3 . In the 27th year 
he was exalted by the grant of the title of Khan®, and in the 30th 
year his rank, on account of some fault, was reduced by 500 and 
100 horse; and on being relieved from office he was recalled to the 
Court. In the 31st year he was granted an increase of 200 horse, 
and appointed Commandant of the Kangra 7 Fort. Later, when the 
throne was embellished by the coronation of Emperor ‘Alamglr, 
he, in the 1 sc year, when the Emperor was going to Ajmer to 
contend with Data Shikoh, came to the Presence, and was appointed 
Commandant of the fort of the capital 8 . In the 2nd year he 
was appointed Bakhsht of the Household Troops (Wald 
Shdhts), and in the 5th year was raised to the rank of 3,000 with 
1,200 horse. In the 6th year he was appointed Commandant and 
manager of the affairs of the capital in succession to Hoshdar Khan. 
In the 10th year he went to the Deccan with Sultan Muhammad 
Mu'azzam. In the 12th year he was appointed Governor of Orissa” 
in succession to Tarbiyat Khan. Afterwards he was Governor of 
Agra, and in the 17th year was appointed Governor of Shahjahana- 

1 ‘Amal Salih, II, pp. 433, 434. 2 'Amal Salih, III, p. 9. 

3 Id., p. 105. 4 Id., p. 126. 

5 Id., p. 151. 6 Id., p. 175. 7 Id., p. 248. 

8 1 Alamgtrnama, p. 292. His rank according to the same source was 

raised to 2,000 with 1,000 horse. 9 Maathird-'Alamgir], p. 90. 
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bad 1 (Delhi). In the 21st year he was appointed 3 to accompany 
Sultan Muhammad Akbar, who was sent as the Governor of Multan. 
In the 22nd year he returned and was appointed 3 Governor of the 
province of Agra. In the 27th year he had charge of Aurangabad 1 , 
and in the 28th year he was again appointed 4 Governor of the 
province of Agra. His son was Mir 'Abd-us-Salam, who during 
Fmperor Aurangzib’s reign had the rank of 1 ,ooo with 500 horse, 
and the title of Barkhurdar Khan; he was also Superintendent of 
Sultan Mu'azzam’s Artillery. When the said Prince ascended the 
throne, he received his grandfather’s title of Islam Khan, had the rank 
of 5,000, and was appointed Superintendent of the Diwdn-i-Khds and 
the Chief Mir TUzuk. In the reign of Muhammad Farrukh Siyar 
he was 0 for a time Mir Ttizuk, and also for some time the 2nd 
Bakbshi. In the reign of Muhammad Shah he was promoted to the 
rank of 7,ooo 7 . It is said that he was firm and trustworthy, and was 
well known for his good living. The QabUlt Isldmkhani *, which he 
introduced, was well prepared in his establishment. 

SAF SHIKAN KHAN MIR SADIR-UD-DIN 
(Vol. II, pp. 746, 747). 

He was the son of Qawanvud-Dln Khan brother of Khalifa Sultan 
Premier of Iran. In the 17th year of Emperor Aurangzib’s reign he 
came to India with his father, and entered royal service. He was 
granted a dress of honour, a sword with golden trappings, and the 

i Id., p. 132. 2 Id., p. 167. 3 Id., p. 181. 

4 Id., p. 243. 5 Id., p. 246. 

6 Apparently lie is the officer who acted as intermediary between Farrukh 
Siyar and the Barah Saiyids, sec Later Mugbals, I, pp. 298, 299. 

7 He is mentioned in Khafi £.han, IF P- 827, as die Governor of Agra, and 
who was forced in the conspiracy to raise Neku Siyar to the throne. 

8 Qabiilt is a dish made of meat, pulse and rice with various condiments, 
sec Blochmann’s translation of A’in I (2nd edition), p. 62. 
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rank of 700 with 100 horse 1 . When his father died in the 23rd year, 
he received a mourning dress, and sometime after was granted the 
title of Shuja'at Khan; later he was appointed Chief of the Artillery 2 . 
In the 25th year he had the title of Saf Shikan Khan, and received as 
gifts a dress of honour, a jewelled ftgha , a flag and a togb, and was 
sent off to Seringapatam. In the 29th year he offered his obeisance 
at the Court, and received a dagger and an elephant and was sent 
back to Bijapur 3 which was being besieged by Muhammad A'zam 
Shah. Afccr it was taken in the 30th year, he received* the gift of 
drums, and went with Firuz }ang for the taking of the fort of lbra- 
himgarh in the province of Haidarabad. In the siege of Golconda he 
erected a lofty battery, and brought it close to the battlements. He 
placed 90 cannon on ic, but owing to a disagreement with Flriiz Jang 
he withdrew from the work and resigned 4 * * . Accordingly he was 
censured, dismissed from his rank and had to go into the retirement 
of a prison". After some days he presented a written bond to the 
effect that he would erect a battery on the other side in a short time, 
and bring it close to the battlements of the fort. On this assurance 
he was released from the prison, and did what he had promised 7 . 
In the 39th year he went 8 with Khanazad Khan to chastise 
Santaji Ghorparc. Owing to the jugglery of the heavens a defeat 
ensued, as has been detailed in the account of Qasim Khan KarmanI 9 . 


1 MaHthir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 130. His father’s name is given as Mir Qawain- 
ud-Din. 

2 Op. cit., p. 240; this was in the 27th year. 

3 Op. cit. p. 271. 

4 Op. cit., pp. 280, 284. 5 Op, cit., p. 290. 

6 Op. cit., p. 291. 7 Op. cit., p. 29 t. 

8 Op. cit., p. 375. The name of the Marhalta general is given as Baswant 

in the text, but it was .Santaji Ghorparc for whom see Kincaid & Parasnis 

History of the Maratha People, pp. 142, 144. 1 51. 155, 138, 162, 1 66, 170, 
and Cambridge Hist. India, IV. pp. 291-295. Sir Jadunath Sarkar describes 
him there as “the greatest Maratha soldier after Shivaji.” 

9 MaatPir-ul.Umard, Text, III, pp. 123-126, translation antca, pp. 505-507. 
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He was censured and appointed Faujdar of Dhamunl. His son was 
Mukhlis Khan 1 of whom a separate account has been given. 

SAF SHIKAN KHAN MIRZA LASHKARI 2 , 

(Vol. II, pp. 736-738). 

He was the son of Saiyid Yusuf Khan Radavl 3 of whom a separate 
account has been given. After his father’s death he, in Emperor 
Akbar’s reign, was working as the Thanaddr of Blr in the Deccan. In 
the beginning of Emperor Jahangir’s reign he received the title of Safdar 
Khan, and was granted a fief in Bihar. In the 5th year he was pro¬ 
moted to the rank of 1,300 with 700 horse 4 , and in the 6th year 5 
was appointed Governor of Kashmir in place of Hashim Khan son of 
Qasim Khan Mtr Bahr. In the 8th year he was removed 0 from there, 
and in the 21 sc year when Mahabat Khan became presumptuous and 
fled from the Presence, and news was received that his treasure, 
which was being brought over from Bengal, had reached near Delhi, 
Safdar Khan was deputed with a force to take possession of it. When 
he reached there, Mahabat Khan’s men shut themselves up in the inn 
( sarai ’), and engaged themselves in fighting. After the gate of the 
inn was set on fire they ran away, and he took possession of the 
treasure 7 . Afterwards when Emperor Shah Jahan ascended the throne, 
he was confirmed in the rank of 2,500 with 2,000 horse—which 
he had held at the end of Emperor Jahangir’s reign. When Khwaja 
Qasim Saiyid Atai’ was granted the title of Safdar Khan, his title was 

1 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 641-644. translation antea, pp. 251- 

2 Blochmann in his translation of A’in I (and edition) included a short 
account of his life at the end of his father’s biography. 

3 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 314-321. 

4 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation ol Tuzuk-i-JahSngtri. I, p. 167. 

5 Id., p. 256, but this was in the 8th year. 

6 Id., p. 303; not in the 8th year as in the text, but in the 10th year. 

7 hjhalnama i-Jahdngirt, pp. 278, 279, also see Beni Prasad History of 
jahangir, p. 419; this took place near Shahabad. 
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changed to Saf Shikan Khan. When Bir was taken out of the hands 
of the officers of Nizam-ul-Mulk DeccanI, he, according to the old 
arrangements, was (again) appointed Thanadar of the place 1 . He 
remained there a long time. For some reason he became the object of 
censure, and was deprived of his rank and fief. A pension of 
Rs. 12,000 a year was assigned to him, and he resided in Lahore. In 
the 19th year corresponding to 1055 A.H. (1645 A.D) he 2 died. 

It is stated that he was of a perverse nature, of a careless disposition 
and a babbler. He would blurt out whatever came into his mind. As 
he was an old officer the governors of the Deccan used to treat him 
with respect. When he was the Governor of Kashmir he went alone 
with one groom as an envoy to the Raja of Kishtwar. He was recog¬ 
nized by the people of the country and imprisoned, but was released 
at the intercession of the Raja’s mother. For a time he was appointed 
to Kabul. He invited the Mansabdars of the area to a feast, and gave 
all of them roast pork to eat. When this was reported to Emperor 
Jahangir, he was summoned to the Presence and his explanation was 
asked for. He stated that wine and pork were equally prohibited, 
but here (apparently meaning in the Court of Emperor Jahangir) pork 
alone was regarded as unsavoury. Accordingly he was out of favour 
for a time. Khan Jahan (Lodi) took his part, and by presenting him 
a sum of money and appointing him to the Thanadart of Bir a shadow 
of mercy was spread over him; but 3 he had the merit of looking after 
his relations. 

SAF SHIKAN KHAN MUHAMMAD TAHIR 
(Vol. II, pp. 738-740). 

About the end of the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan he was 
appointed Superintendent of the Artillery in the Deccan. When 
Aurangzib made the wish for enquiring after his father’s health a 

1 BadshSbn3ma, I, pt. i, p. 250. 2 Badshahnama, II, p. 725. 

3 Either the conjunction but is sarcastic implying that Emperor Jahangir 
was possessed of this good quality, or that Saf Shikan I£han was very clannish. 
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pretext for going to Upper India, Muhammad Tahir after the crossing 
of Narbadii was honoured by the grant of title of Saf Shikari Khan 1 . 
In the battle against Maharaja Jaswant Singh he rendered good service. 
In the 1 st year (of Aurangzlb’s reign) he was sent with Shaikh Mir 
KhawafI to the bank of Jumna to block the way for Sulaiman Shikoh. 
Afterwards he was with Khalil Uliah Khan who with Mlrzu. Raja Jai 
Singh had been sent to pursue Darft Shikoh, who was hurrying 
towards Panjab. When the news of the flight of Dara Shikoh from 
Multan was received, he was appointed with a force to pursue him. 
I le did not halt till he reached 2 Tatta. When Dara Shikoh entered 
the Gujarat territory, Saf Shikan Khan meanwhile having received the 
orders of recall returned and waited upon Emperor Aurangzlb when 
the latter went to Ajmer to fight the second battle with Dara Shikoh. 
In the 4th year he was, on account of some fault, deprived of his 
rank. After some time he was pardoned, and was confirmed in the 
rank of 2,000 foot with 1,000 horse, and in the 5th year received an 
increase of 200 horse. In the 6th year, when the Emperor went to 
Kashmir, he was directed to station himself at the foot of the Bhimbar 
Pass, and to guard the passage in chat area 3 . In the end of the same 
year his rank was advanced to 3,000 with 1 ,500 horse, and he was 
sent with a force to the Deccan to join Sultan Mu'azzam. In the 
year he returned to the Court. In the 10th year he was again attach¬ 
ed to the said Prince, who had been sent to administer the Deccan 4 . 
In the 1 ith year he returned 5 * to the Court, and in the 12th year was 
appointed Fanjdar 5 of Mathura. I11 the 17th year on the death of 
Shuja‘ac Khan Ra'adandaz Khan, he was appointed Superintendent 7 of 
the Artillery. In the 18th year corresponding to 1085 A.H. (1674 
A.D.) he 8 died. 

1 'Alamgirnama, p. 53 - 

2 Maathir-i-'AI/imgiri, p. 17. 

3 Id., p. 46. 

4 Id „ p. 61 

5 W- !’• 77 - 

7 Id., p. 132. 
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6 Id., p. 84. 

8 Id., p. 141. 
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SA‘ID KHAN BAHADUR ZAFAR JANG 
(Vo. II, PP . 429-437). 

He, a Chaghtai’, was the son of Ahmad BEg Khan Kabuli 1 2 3 . 
Through his ancestor Amir Ghiyath-ud-Dln Tarkhan—who was an 
Amir of Timur—and by his other ancestors who attained the ranks of 
Amirs, he was a house-born servant of ten generations ( dah ktsrsl'f. 
From the time of Emperor Jahangir he was an auxiliary of the Kabul 
administration. He was unique for his bravery and courage, and for 
his good judgement. Through his favourable stars and good fortune 
he, without coming to the presence, attained, by successive promotions, 
during Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign, a high rank, and was appointed 
Governor of the Kabul area. As princes and great men have inspira¬ 
tions, the Emperor, in spite of the fact that Sa‘Id Khan had 
not rendered any conspicuous service, raised him in his absence, 
between the 1st and 2nd year of the reign, from the rank of 
2,000 to one of 3,000 with 2,000 horse 11 . In the 3rd year 
in the Dhul Hijjah of 1039 A. H. (July 1630 A. D.) when 
Kamal-ud-Dln Rohllla on the writing of Khan Jaban Lodi foolishly 
stirred up a commotion, and induced many of the Afghan tribes, 
from the river of Attak (Indus) to the neighbourhood of the city of 
Kabul, to join him; he first raised the dust of strife in Peshawar. 
Sa'ld Khan received news oE it at the tkana of Kohat, and moved over 
to PEshawar the same day. As he had not with him such a force that 
he could engage in battle after providing for the safety of the city, 
he was obliged to remain in the mud-fort—which with the passage 
of time had fallen into a state of disrepair. He distributed the 
batteries, and provided for the security of every district. The auda- 

1 For his account see Maathir-ul-Umard, Text, 1 , pp. 126, 127. Beveridge's 
translation, I, pp. 156, 157. Sa'id Khan was his second son. 

2 Perhaps the author implies that he was connected with Ghiyath-ud-Diu 
Tarkhan through his (maternal) grandfather. The passage is taken from 
Badsh 3 hn 3 ma, I, pi. i, pp. ^00, 4°*. 

3 Badskabndma, I, pt. i, p. 266. 
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cious rebels—who were like locusts and ants in numbers—fell upon 
the city, but wherever they attacked, the defenders manned the 
batteries with musketeers, and then sallied forth and putting the enemy 
to the sword returned triumphant. One day they carried boards in 
front of them in place of shields and advanced to the fort. Sa'id 
Khan heeded not their numbers, and attacked them at full gallop, 
and despatched many of them to hell. The others fled, but Sa'id 
Khan pursued them for 5 or 6 kos, and put to the sword whosoever he 
met 1 . As a reward, he was promoted to the rank of 4,000. In the 
4th year when the inhabitants of Kabul—who were Hanafls, were 
discontented with the administration of Lashkar Khan 2 3 4 , the Governor, 
011 account of the difference in their respective religious beliefs, Sa‘Td 
Khan was transferred from the Thanadart of the Bangashcs as the 
Governor'' of Kabul, and the number of his cavalry was increased; he 
rendered valuable service in uprooting the basis of the Afghan distur¬ 
bances. As he had not paid his respects since the accession, he came 
in the 7th year and offered his obeisance, and then returned 1 . By 
excellent planning he induced ‘Abdul Qadir son of Ahd Dad—who 
was the leader of rebellion amongst the Afghans in the Kabul 
direction—to abondon his evil ways, and to become an active servant 
of the Empire. In the 8th year he personally brought him to the 
Court. Sa'id Khan was graciously received and his rank was advanced 
to 5,000 foot with 4,000'' horse, and lie was sent back to Kabul with 
‘Abdul Qadir who was given the rank of 1,000. 

In the xi th year the tribes of Naghiz sent for Karim Dad Kor 
RaushanI, who was in the LohanI country, and raising a commotion 
took possession of the yarganas of Bangash, Sa'id Khan sent a strong 
force to extirpate them. Many of the hillmen were awed and joined 

1 Id., pp. 311-314; lie was given the lank of 4,000 with 2,500 horse. 

2 He is ‘Abul Hasan Mashhadi who had the title of Lashkar Khan. For 
his account see Madthir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 163-168, Beveridge and Pra- 
shad’s translation, I, pp. 831-834. 

3 Id., pp. 4 °o, 401. 

4 Badsbahnama, I, pt, ii, pp. 11, 13. 


5 Id., p, 67. 
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as imperial servants. Karim Dad sought refuge in ravines difficult of 
access, but the brave warriors continued to pursue him, and arriving 
like a sudden calamity started a violent attack. Those with whom he 
had taken shelter, finding the position helpless, seized him with his 
family and dependants, and delivered them to the imperialists. He 
was capitally punished, and the world was delivered from his commo¬ 
tions 1 . In the same year, 1047 A.H. (1637-38 A.D.), ‘All Mardan 
Khan, the ruler of Qandahar, having decided to give up his allegiance 
to the Shah of Iran, turned his face of hope towards the threshold of 
Emperor Shah Jaha-n. Sa'id Khan in accordance with the orders 
started for that place. On reaching near Qandahar he learnt that 
Siyawash Qublar AqasI (Commander of the troops) had arrived with 
nearly 7,000 Qazilbash cavalrymen at about a kos from Qandahar, 
and was getting ready for a contest. Sa‘Id Khan left Mlrza Shaikh 
his eldest son with ‘All Mardan Khan to defend the fort, and himself 
marched out with 8,000 cavalry. A fierce engagement took place, 
and the men of both sides performed brave deeds, but at last the 
Iranians were defeated, and taking to flight did not turn rein till they 
reached their camp. In reward for this outstanding victory Sa'Id 
Khan was promoted to the rank of 6,000 with 6,000 horse, and 
granted the title of Bahadur Zafar Jang 2 3 . Mlrza Shaikh received the 
title of Khanazad Khan. 

As the Qandahar territory had been assigned to Qulij Khan, Sa'Id 
Mian looked after its administration till he arrived. In the 12th year 
he came 2 to the Court, and was graciously received. In this year 
the Emperor visited Kabul. As owing to inattention on the part of 
Emperor Jahangir the administration of the country had fallen into 
disorder, some of the Aimaqs of the Hazarajat frontiers of Kabul 
rebelled against the Governor, and joined llangtosh Uzbcg who was 
raiding the country and reducing the people to submission. Sa'Id 

1 Badsbabnama, 11 , pp. 13, i 4 - 

2 Id., p. 47, for a derailed account of the campaign see, pp. 23-60. 

3 Id., p. 128. 
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Khan was deputed for the chastisement and admonition of these short¬ 
sighted persons. The said Khan immediately after receiving instruc¬ 
tions went to that area, and overran the country with his troops. 
Everyone who submitted was pardoned and protected. In the 14th 
year the charge of Kabul was assigned 1 to ‘All Mardan Khan, and 
Sa'Id Khan succeeded him as the Governor of Panjab; Khanazad 
Khan was exalted by being appointed as the Faujdar of the Daman-i- 
Koh of Kiingra, and was deputed to accompany Prince Murad BaMtsh 
for chastising fagta (Jagat Singh) the Zamlndar of Mau . z Although 
he did not spare himself, he was somewhat slower than others in the 
taking of the fort of Mau’. After the termination of this campaign 
he was sent off as the Governor of Multan. In the 16th year he was 
appointed' 1 * Governor of Lahore. In the 17th year he was appointed 
Governor of Qandahar, and so handed over the administration of the 
Panjab to his son Khanazad Khan 4 5 . In the 20th year, he left his 
second son Lutf Ullah as his deputy in. Qandahar, and came to the 
Presence, and was again appointed 6 Governor of Multan. In the 
same year he was promoted to the high rank of 7,000 foot and went 6 
with his sons to Balkh in attendance on Prince Muhammad Aurrang- 
zlb Bahadur. In the famous seven days’ battle of Balkh he was in 
command of the left wing. Near Acjcha he sent his Bnkbsbt with a 
force to hold che bank of a canal—which lay across the road of the 
enemy—and to prevent them from crossing it. A few Ozbcgs appeared 
on the opposite bank, and stood there unconcerned. The young 
brave men, eager for the fray, behaved without caution, and crossing 
the canal chased them. They had gone a little distance, when a large 
force of Ozbegs came out of an ambush and surrounded them all round 
like a halo. They bravely sacrificed their lives. Khanazad Khan and 

1 Id., p. 22,1. 

2 Id., p. 236. 3 Id., p.317. 

4 Id., p. 356; hut according in tin- account Khfuia/.ad Khan was appointed 

Commandant of the fori of Qalai, and Qulij Khan Governor of the Panjab. 

5 hi., p. 577. 6 Id., pp. 640, 641. 
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Lutf Ullah by their father's order quickly arrived there, and with a 
view to avenging their comrades’ misfortune attacked the enemy. 
Meanwhile another large force which had turned back from confront¬ 
ing Bahadur Khan Rohilla came up and joined them in the fight. 
Despite his illness lie attacked their centre like a lion. In the height 
of the battle when the two sides were almost equally matched, Sa'ld 
Khan’s horse stumbled into a hole, and he was thrown on the ground. 
On foot he fought bravely. The armies of the two sides came to 
close grips. Khanazad Khan and Lutf Ullah Khan fought bravely and 
went to paradise. The brave Khan though he was wounded was still 
fighting heroically, when the Prince arriving scattered the foes and 
saved Sa‘Id Khan from death 1 . In accordance with the royal orders 
he started for'the Court, and in the 21st year he had the good fortune 
of kissing the threshold of Khilafat. lZinpcror Shah Jahan by his 
royal kindness and favours comforted him and appointed him Governor 
of Bihar, 2 and the sum of a lac of rupees, which was due from his 
sous, was remitted. In the 24th year he came to the Court from 
Bihar, and was appointed - * Governor of Kabul. In the 25th year, 
on 2nd Safar, 1062 A.H. (4th January, 1652 A.D.) he 4 died. As 
he had performed valiant and outstanding services, and by virtue of 
his devotion and zeal had attained a high office as his reward from the 
august sovereigns of this great kingdom, the appreciative Emperor 
lamented his death and prayed forgiveness for him from the Almighty. 

Sa‘Td Khan was of a soldierly mien. He was a good leader, and 
was firm 111 his dealings. So long as he lived, he never lost his good 
position or his influence. He had a large family. It is stated that 
he had twenty-two sons. The first and second sons, who were the best 
of them, fell in the Balkh campaign, as has been recorded already. 
After his death his son ‘Abdullah 4 received the rank of 2,000 and 
Fath Ullah of 1,000, while Nasrat Ullah 3nd others were given 
suitable ranks. 


1 Id., pp, 688-691. 
3 Id., p. 123. 


4 Id., p. 134. 


2 ‘Atmil Salih, III, p. 6. 

5 Id., p. 134. 
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Sa'Id Khan Chaghta 
SA‘ID KHAN CHAGHTA 1 2 
(Vol. II, pp. 403-408). 

Sa'Id Khan’s ancestors served the Timurid dynasty throughout 
with distinction and fidelity, and were always well known and 
held high positions. His grandfather Ibrahim Beg 3 Chabiiq was 
one of Emperor Humayun’s officers, and was one of the leading 
officers in the Bengal campaign. His son Yusuf Beg while 

coming from Oudh to Bengal in the course of that campaign 
was attacked in the vicinity of Jaunpur by Jalal Khan alias Salim 
Shah. He died a hero’s death. Another son Ya'qub Beg, the 
father of Sa'Id Khan, was among the distinguished men of the 

time. Through his good fortune, courage and bravery, he, during 
the reign of Emperor Akbar, rose to a very high rank and surpassed 
his ancestors in wealth, position and reputation. For a long time he 

was in Multan 3 . As, in addition to a noble lineage, he had an 

abundant share of ability, tact and modesty, he in the 22nd year was 
appointed guardian 4 5 6 of Prince Daniyal. When the inhabitants of the 
Panjab complained against Shah Qull Khan Mahram*, the Governor 
of the province, Sa'Id Khan was appointed in his place. Later, 
when the administration of Lahore was with the military charge of 
the province assigned to Raja Bhngwant Das Kachwaha, Sa'Id Khan 
was granted the sarkar of Sambal® as his fief. In the 28th year he 

was summoned to the Court, promoted to the rank of 3,000, and 
made 7 fief-holder of Hajlpur and the adjacent territory in succession 

1 For his life see Blochmann’s translation of A'm, 1 (2ml edn.), pp. 351. 
352. It is not mentioned in either of ihr notices that his daughter was married 
to Prince Salim. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, I. p. 149, Beveridge s translation, I, p. 330, note 1. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 37, Beveridge’s translation. Ill, p. 83- 

4 hi., Text, III, p. 204, translation. III, p. 288. 

5 Id., Text, III, p. 247, translation. III, pp. 35C 357 

6 Id., Text, III, p. 397, translation, III, p. 587. 

7 Id., Text, HI, p- 4 ZZ > translation. III, p. 629. 
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to Mlrza Koka. In the 32nd year when WazTr Khan died in Bengal, 
Sa‘id Khan was sent from Bihar to take charge of that province 1 . 
He for a long time carried on the administration of that area, and in 
recognition of his services was promoted to the rank of 5,000. When 
Raja Man Singh was appointed to Bengal 3 , Sa'Id Khan returned to 
the Court in the 40th year, and presented too elephants with 
trappings. In the qist year 1004 A.H. (1595-96 A.D.) he was 
reappointed 3 as Governor of Bihar. When in the year 1011 A.H. 
(1602-03 A.D.) Mlrza GhazI, after the death of his father Mlrza 
Jan! Bgg behaved presumptuously in Sindh, Emperor Akbar assigned 
the fief of Multan 4 and Bhakkar to Sa'Id Khan, and sent him against 
the Mlrza. On Sa'Id Khan’s arrival at Bhakkar, the Mlrza gave up 
his evil designs, and on the advice of Khusrau Khan, who was the 
Vakil and old servant of the family, waited upon Sa'Id Khan. The 
Mlrza made friends with Sa'Id Khan’s son Sa'd Ullali Khan—who 
was not wanting in laudable qualities—and in his company had the 
good fortune of kissing the royal threshold 3 . 

It is stated that in Emperor Jahangir’s time Sa'Id Khan was 
nominated to the government of the Panjab. As it had been reported 
that his eunuchs oppressed the peasantry, a bond was to be taken 
from Sa'Id Khan to the effect that he would have to pay with 
his head if the people were oppressed 6 . At this time, he died, 
and was buried in the garden of Sirhind. It is said that he 

left over the charge of affairs to one Chatr Bhoj, and did not 

1 Id., Text, III, p. 525, translation, III, p. 800. 

2 Id., Text. Ill, p. 650, translation, III, p. 999. On Raja Man Singh’s 
appointment as Governor of Bengal in the 39th year, Sa'itl f^han was appointed 
Governor of Bihar. He returned to the Court in the 40th year. Text, p. 671, 
translation, p. 1031. 

3 Id., Text, III, p. 711, translation. Ill, p. 1060. 

4 Id., Text, Ill, p. 810, translation. III, p. 1216, hut this happened in the 

year 1010 A.H. 

5 Id., Text, III, p. 839, translation. Ill, p. 1257 - 

6 Rogers & Beveridge's translation of Tuzuk.i-hihangiri, I, p. 13, and 
notes 1, 2. 
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look into the things himself. He was very fond of eunuchs, and 
had in his entourage some 1,200 good looking and well trimmed 
eunuchs. Three of them he selected as their chiefs. Each of 
them had to find 400 well-equipped ones for the night watch. 
In addition, there were other leading servants, and he had fixed 
four watches. At every watch 400 plates of food were placed 
before the soldiers. It is stated that when after twenty years’ stay 
in Bengal and Bihar—which are moist areas—he came to Multan, 
his clerks combined together, and took out ten seers weight of un¬ 
coined and hammered ( madritb ) gold—which was plentiful in his 
treasury—and represented that they had weighed the gold in Bengal 
which was a damp countty, and that now in Multan——where the 
sun was very strong and hot—the weight had been reduced by ten 
seers. Sa'Id Khan replied, “This is a slight difference. I should 
have expected it to amount to a maund”. This incident is likely 
to be misunderstood by subtle critics. Sa'Id Khan had risen to the 
high position he held during Emperor Akbar’s reign as a result of 
thorough and intense training, and was well known for his sagacity 
and ability. The reign of Emperor Akbar—who is rightly regarded 
as the founder of good administration—was far in advance of other 
sovereigns; his administration provided excellent opportunities for 
correctly assessing the capabilities of all impostors, while there was a 
ready market for experts in all trades and professions. It was, 
therefore, impossible for base or gilded coins co gain currency during 
that regime. It was not through folly and ignorance, but as a result 
of knowingly ignoring and overlooking the transgression in deference 
to the needs of the times, that such an offence was treated (by 
Sa'Id Khan) magnanimously and with lenience and indifference, 
particularly during a period of power and plenty—it is not without 
merit to ignore and excuse faults through liberality and generosity 
but not through ignorance. If even in such times one is to lose 
one’s forbearance and display anger and annoyance, when would one 
expect to have peace and tranquillity. 

In contradiction to this story there is another well known anecdote 

86 
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about Sa'Id Khan. Khwaja Hilal, an eunuch, was originally a servant 
of Qasim Khan Namakln, and afterwards was in the service of 
Emperor Jahangir. In the beginning of the reign he was Mir Tiizuk, 
and ruled very strictly. In the town of Rankatta, six kos from Agra, 
which was his jdgir, he built a small fort, a pucca inn and renamed 
it Hilalabad. In Agra towards the Madar Gate he built a lofty 
mansion, and invited most of the leading officials to a housewarming 
feast. Sa'Id Khan, who was also there, approved the building, and 
praised it greatly. Khwaja Hilal out of politeness said, “Take it as a 
peshkash (present)”. Sa‘ld Khan stood up and made three salutations; 
and sent for his men and his furniture. Hilal—who had been exalted 
by the Emperor’s companionship—objected. Sa'Id Khan’s servants 
used force. The Emperor on hearing of the incident remarked to 
Sa'Id Khan, ‘‘This behaviour was not worthy of your position”. Sa'Id 
Khan replied, “Long live your Majesty. Should a grey-beard like 
me make three salutations to a slave in the presence of a number of 
great officers, and shall these go for nothing. It concerns my honour. 
If your Majesty orders I may be killed”. At last by this infidel-like 
ruse he succeeded in taking possession of the house. 

It is stated that in the establishment of Sa'Id Khan there were two 
good and confidential eunuchs. One was Ikhtiyar Khan, who was 
his court-agent, and who built bridges and inns in Patna and Bihar. 
The other was I'tibar Khan who was the Faujdar of his jdgir. He 
was very courageous. For twelve days in month of Rabl' I, he used 
to celebrate the birthday of the Prophet, on whom be Peace! Every 
day nearly a thousand men were invited. In front of each man were 
set nine shirmdl loaves, nine dishes and half of a white pargdla' 
(cloth) for wrapping them up. A bundle of five seers of sweets 
( shirni ) done up in a white cloth and with a velvet outer cover was also 
laid before each person. On these days the house was brilliantly adorn¬ 
ed, and much 'attar (otto of roses) and incense was used. Sweet voiced 
Hafizes read (the Qur’an) day and night. To obtain a blessing he would 
spread under their feet a mat of the stuff that he was to use later on. 
It is extraordinary to relate that he carried on like this all his life. 
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SAIF KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 479-485). 

Saif-ud-Din Mahmud alias Faqlr Ullah was the son of Tarblyat 
Khan 1 2 Bakbshi of Emperor Shah Jahan’s time. In view of his 
constant presence at the Court he was a favourite. In the 30th year 
he was appointed Superintendent of the Qiir Kb ana (Arsenal), 
and had the rank of 700 with 100 horse. When Maharaja 
Jaswant 4 with great pomp and show was appointed to Malwa, Saif 
Khan had his rank increased, and was attached to his contingent. 
Raja Jaswant out of bravery and pride attempted to stop the path 
of Aurangzlb's army, and engaged in a fight. Ac last, however, 
when a number of famous officers had been killed, he selected for 
himself the path of flight, and many others also took to flight 3 . 
Some fortunate ones, on the other hand, separated themselves from 
the opposing force, and paid their respects to Aurangzlb; among 
them was Saif Khan. I le was treated with favour, given the rank of 
1,500 with 700 horse, and granted the title of Saif Khan 4 . As in 
the battle with Dara Shikoh he behaved like a brave soldier, he was 
treated with favour and appointed Superintendent of the Body-Guard 
and Master of the Horse ( Akbta-bcgi ). In the battle with Shuja‘, as 
Raja Jaswant Singh, who had command of the right wing, turned aside 
and behaved treacherously, Islam Khan BadakhshI—who was in the 
van—was appointed in his place, and Saif Khan and Ikram Khan were 
posted in the vanguard 5 . By chance while the struggle was at its 
height, Islam Khan’s elephant turned tail as a resulc of the blows of 
rockets, and disorganised the forces. Many men forced from their 
places could not regain them. Saif Khan, Ikram Khan and a few others 
kept their ground, and made brave endeavours 0 . After the victory, 
as he did not receive favours proportionate to his expectations, or for 

1 Maathir-ubUmara, Text, 1 , pp. 486-490. 

2 ‘Amd Salih, III, p. 285. 

3 Op. cit., p, 287. 

5 Op. cit., p. 256. 


4 ‘ Alamgirnama , p. 78. 

6 Op. cit., p. 262. 
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some other reason he wished to go into retirement, and wanted to 
resign his rank and service. After sometime, however, he received 
the rank of 2,500 with 1,500 horse 1 2 3 * . 

When in the 2nd year Dara Shikoh and his son Sipihr Shikoh 
were brought to the Capital, Saif Khan was commissioned to put Dara 
Shikoh to death, and this was effected on 21st Dhul Hijja, 1069 
A.H. S (30th August, 1659 A.D.). Next day he, according to 
orders, conveyed Sipihr Shikoh to the fort of Gwalior, and after 
handing him over to the officers in-charge of that strong fort, returned 
to the capital. He was appointed Governor of the capital in place 
of Mukhlis Khan' 1 who had been appointed to Bengal. As Saif Khan 
was of a hot disposition and arrogant of his record of good service and 
knowledge of warfare, he did not pay due regard to the chief officers, 
and did not hesitate even to oppose the Emperor. He was for some 
fault dismissed, and retired to Sirhind. In the 5th year he was again 
received in favour and confirmed in his rank. When the Emperor 
visited Kashmir in the 6th year, Saif Khan was appointed Governor 1 
of that province in succession to Islam Khan. In his zeal and love of 
service he did not spend his period of government in idleness and 
vanity, buc on his collecting necessary forces he courageously and 
bravely and after fighting for twenty days conquered Iskardu—which 
was so difficult of access in several places that one could proceed 
without the aid of ladders. After that he added to the royal territories 
Gilgit and Barshak Afterwards he spread the religion of Islam and 
the light of Muslim doctrines in the country of Great Tibet, which 
from ancient times had been an abode of heathenism, and the rulers 
of which had never submitted to the rulers of Islam. In the 8th B 

1 Op. tit., p. 342. 

2 Op. tit., p. 432; Bernier (Constable cdn. 1891), pp. joj, 102; Irvine, 
Storia do Mogor, I, pp. 356-358, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib , 

I, II, pp. 547-549- 

3 'Alamgirnama, p. 433, 4 Op. tit., p. 832. 

5 Op. tit., pp. 923, 924. The name of the Zamindar is given as Dalan 

Namjal in 'Alamgtrnama and as Daldal Mahmal in Maathir-i-'Alamgm, p. 52. 
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year the Emperor issued a farman in the name of Dalai’ (Lama) 
Bemabal, the Zamtndar of the country, about introducing the rites 
of Divine Worship. This was sent through Muhammad Shaft* 
Matisabdar and some of Saif Khan’s servants. The. Zammdar sub¬ 
mitted, and had the Kbutba recited in the Emperor’s name, and 
coined much gold and silver in the name of Emperor ‘Alamglr. Jde 
directed the building of mosques, and sent a gold key as an indication 
of delivering over the country. 

As the right thinking attitude of the Khan had been established, 
the Emperor increased his rank and the number of troopers. In the 
9th year he came to the Presence, and was appointed Governor of 
Multan. In the 10th year on removal from that office he returned 
to the Court. In the 12th year he was again appointed to the govern¬ 
ment of Kashmir. In the iqth year 1 he was, as a result of inconsi¬ 
deration—which was a part of his nature—dismissed 2 from his rank 
and went into retirement. In the 15th year he was restored to his 
rank and reinstated in service 3 4 5 . His good fortune was such that his 
service always turned out well. If he did things contrary to the will 
of the Emperor—who was of a jealous nature himself, but did not 
like jealousy in others, and who dismissed old and new officers for 
slight acts of independence or presumption—he was removed from 
office, but after being admonished he was not left in that condition. 
It is not unlikely that if the Kh an were not of a bohemian ( rindana) 
temperament, he would have reached the highest rank of AmTrship. 

After sometime he was again favoured’, and then again retired. 
In the 21 st year he was sent as Governor ’ of Bihar. Later he was 
appointed Governor of Allahabad. There he died in 1095 A.H. 


1 Maathjr-i'‘ALimgiri, p. 83. 

2 Op. cit., p. 1 12. 

3 Op. at,, p, 118. 

4 Op. cit., p. 147. 

5 Op. cit., p. 169. 
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(1684 A.D.) in the beginning 1 of the 28th year. He was of a 
libertine disposition and had strange ways, but he had ability, and a 
tincture of poetry and eloquence. Nasir ‘All 2 , with all his love of 
freedom and exclusiveness, was long his devoted companion, as he 
writes: — 


Verse 

‘All extracts from the mirror this parrot speech: 

“But for Saif Khan my life were vain.” 

He was very skilful in music and melody, and composed a treatise 
called Rag Darpan 3 , which was mainly a translation of Manik Sohal? 
which former masters ( ndyaks) had composed, and which he completed 
with later additions in regard to division and rules for practice etc. 
Saif Khan made his home at a place called Saifabad near Sirhind, and 
was buried there. His son, in the end of Emperor Aurangzlb’s reign 
received his father’s title, and was appointed Fattjddr of Tal Kokan 
(Lower Konkan), commander of the fort of A'zamnagar, Malgaon, 
and the Thanadar of Satgaon. When the appointments in question 
together with the government of Bijapur was assigned to Chin Qulij 
Khan, he (Saif Khan’s son) was appointed his deputy. In the begin¬ 
ning of the 49th year he received the same appointment in succession 
to Chin QulTj Khan, and with an increase of 500 his rank became 
1,000 with 300 horse. After Aurangzib’s death he became a teacher 
of Prince Muhammad Kam Bakhsh in the art of archery. He became 
his companion and was given drums and a flag. When that insane 
Prince, in his folly and at the instigation of die interested slanderers, 

1 Op. cit., p. 247. He is stated to have died on 25th Ramadan, 1095 
A. H. (6th September, 1684 A.D.). 

1 For his account see Rieu, Cat. II, 699b. The verse refers to the prac¬ 
tice of teaching a parrot by setting it in front of a mirror. 

3 See Garcin de Tassy, Litt. Hindouie, III, p. 4*7' The original Rag 
Darpan was composed by the order of Raja Man Singh Tonwar of Gwalior, see 
about him Jarrett’s translation of 4 ’in, III, p. 251. 
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became suspicious of some of his faithful officers, and specially of 
Ahsan Khan Mir Malang—who was his general and chief officer—and 
destroyed them, he imprisoned Saif Khan on a charge of disloyalty, 
on the evidence of a letter which at the time of coming to Haidarabad 
he had written in reply to one from Rustam Dil Khan, the Governor 
of the place to the effect that with regard to what he had asked about 
the treatment of his companions by the master (Prince Kam Bakhsh), 
he should endeavour to please Ahsan Khan. Though the poor man 
urged that the contents of the letter proved his fidelity, it was of no 
avail. Kam Bakhsh ordered his (right) hand to be cut off in his 
presence. On this the oppressed one broke out and said—“It is a low 
nature which you have inherited from your mother. This hand which 
you have cut off without any fault, taught you archery.” The tyrant 
ordered them to cut out his tongue also. He died of these wounds 1 . 

SAIF KHAN 3 KOKA 
(Vol. II, pp. 373-375). 

He was the eldest brother of Zain Khan Koka. It is stated that 
his mother always bore daughters, and his father became so angry that 
when she was pregnant with Saif Khan, he said that if this time she 
bore a daughter, he would cease to keep her in his house or to treat 
her as a wife. That chaste lady went to Miriam Makani and obtained 
permission to cause an abortion. Akbar came to know of this, and 
though he was very young he said to her, “If you have any regard for 
me, you will not do such a thing, and the Almighty God will bless 
you with a good son.” The old lady regarded this speech of the 
Prince as a mysterious message, and refrained from committing abor¬ 
tion. Saif Khan was born, and the parents rejoiced, and returned 
thanks to the Prince 3 . Akbar made him a special favourite. When 

1 The account of the son Saif Khan appears to be take* from Khafi Khan, 
II, pp. 610-613. Kam Bakhsh was the son of Udaipuri Begam, who was for¬ 
merly Darn's wife. 

2 Bloclunann’s translation of A’in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 375, 376. 

3 See Akbarnama , Text, III, p. 58, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 83. 



688 Saif Khan Koka [Maathir- 

he ascended the throne, and though Saif Khan was still young, he was 
appointed to the rank of 4,000. He was unique for courage, and in 
bravery and gallantry was far above his compeers. In the 17th year 
during the seige of Surat on a day when there was a continuous bar¬ 
rage of arrows, gun and artillery fire, and active patrols were being 
carried out, Saif Khan distinguished himself by his bravery and cour¬ 
age. During these attacks lie received a gun-shot wound which con¬ 
fined him to his bed for a month; at last he recovered. Some one 
asked him, “The Emperor is pleased with you, and in regard to the 
leaders like you, and in fact for many who have not attained anything 
like your rank the Emperor has frequently said that they should not 
knowingly expose themselves in dangerous places.” He replied, “I 
took the wrong road in the battle of Sarn.il, and could not, therefore, 
get there. My life, in view of my failure on that day, is a burden 
to me and I am trying to lighten the weight thereof” 1 . In the year 
980 A.H.(1572 A.D.) in the 18th year, when Emperor Akbar made 
a rapid march in nine days from Agra to Ahmndabad, and fought 
with Muhamad Husain Mlrza, Saif Khan in the first skirmish van¬ 
quished his opponent by his herculean bravery. Having received two 
prominent wounds on his face he went seeking for the Emperor saying 
“Ajmerl, Ajmerl.” He saw that Muhammad Husain Mirza and 
some scoundrels with him were behaving presumptuously in the battle¬ 
field, The Koka advancing on them bravely attacked them, and was 
killed 2 . The Emperor was very grieved on the death of such a 
faithful and old companion. When he returned to the capital, it was 
found that Saif Khan was heavily in debt. The Emperor out of 
regard for the dead man paid off these debts. His sons Slier Afgan 
and Aman Ullah received suitable appointments. 


1 The account*o£ Saif fjhan during the siege of Surat is taken from Akbar- 
n 3 ma, Text, 111 , p. 18, Beveridge's translation, Ill, p. 27. In the Akbarnama, 
however, the person is stated to have said “The Emperor is not pleased with 
you” instead of is pleased with you. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 57, 58, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 82, 
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SAIF KHAN MIRZA SAFI 
(Vol. II, pp. 416-421). 

He was che son of Amanat Khan. In view of the old relation¬ 
ship 1 , Malika Banu, the elder daughter of Asaf Khan Yamln-ud- 
Daulah was married to linn, and lie was appointed Dlwan of Gujarat. 
As that province was in the fief of Prince Shah Jahan, the heir-appa¬ 
rent, Raja Bikramajit was acting for him as the Governor. When 
Emperor Jahangir’s mind became alienated from the Prince, and the 
Prince, forced by the circumstances marched with a well-equipped 
army towards Agra and Delhi, the Raja, in accordance with the 
Prince’s orders, left his brother Kanhar Das at Ahmadabad, and him¬ 
self joined the Prince’s stirrups. He was killed near Delhi. ‘Abdul¬ 
lah Khan in die course of the fight deserted the vanguard of the 
imperial army, and joined the Prince, and at the time—when the 
Prince resolved to return to Miindu—he en route begged through 
Afdal Khan and Shall Qull Khan that the government of Gujarat be 
assigned to him. This was not approved of, as the Raja had admi¬ 
nistered the province well, and had sacrificed his life in the Prince’s 
service. It was not, therefore, proper that in return for his good 
service the province should be taken from bis brother who was mana¬ 
ging it at the time, particularly as this might mean disorganising the 
province during this time of confusion. But as ‘Abdullah Khan was 
very insistent, his request about this matter was, with a view to 
satisfying him, agreed to. ‘Abdullah Khun appointed Wafadar, an 
eunuch, with a small number of men to manage Ahmadabad. Mlrza 
Safi remaining firm in his loyalty to the Emperor applied himself to 
collecting troops. Leaving the city he hurried to Mahmudabad. 
Outwardly he gave out that he was proceeding to join the Prince, 

1 Sec Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of T iiznk-i-] ahUngir't, 11 , p. 262, 
according to which Amanat j£han was the brother’s son of Asaf f£han for whom 
see Maathir-ul-Urmira, Text, I, pp. 107-115, Beveridge’s translation, l, pp. 282- 
287. According to this account Malika Banu was the younger sister of Muni- 
taz Mahal. 

8 ? 
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but secretly he arranged with Nahir Khan, Saiyid Diler Khan and 
other royal officers—who were stationed in their respective jagirs —to 
behave loyally, and waited for an opportunity. Muliamad Salih, the 
Faujdar of Pitlad correctly understood his design, and fearing that he 
might lay hands on the Prince’s treasure, went off to the Prince with 
nearly ten lacs of rupees. Knnhar Das took a jewelled pardah which 
had cost two lacs of rupees, and went with lum. But on account of its 
weight he could not take away the throne which had been prepared 
at a cost of ten lacs of rupees. Mirza Safi finding the coast clear, 
sent word to his confederates and rapidly entered the fort of Ahma- 
dabad. The eunuch was taken completely by surprise, and took 
refuge in the house of Shaikh Haidar, a grandson of Shah Wajllvud- 
Din. On the information of the master of the house he was brought 
out with his hands and neck bound. Mirza Safi having put the city 
into order set about collecting his troops. He broke up the jewelled 
throne, which had taken years to construct, and dividing the gold 
among his men himself appropriated the jewels. When this news 
reached Mandu, ‘Abdullah Khan took leave of the Prince, and started 
with all speed. In his presumption he did not worry about Mirza 
Safi, and did neither arrange for reinforcements and equipment nor 
did he take the necessary precautions. Mirza Safi with Nahir Khan, 
Diler Khan and other auxiliaries of the province advanced beyond the 
village of Batuh, and arranged for the battle. As che place where 
‘Abdullah Khan was stationed, was full of thorn-bushes, and had only 
narrow passages, so when his elephants—which were in front of the 
army—turned round at the noise of the rackets, all his army was 
thrown into confusion, and as a result of this misfortune ‘Abdullah 
Kh an was forced to fly. Mirza Safi—who had never dreamt of such a 
day—was promoted by the Emperor, as a reward for this great service, 
from the rank of 700 with 300 horse to that of 3,000 with 2,000 horse, 
given the title of Saif Khan, granted a flag and drums, and exalted 
by appointment as Governor of Gujarat 1 . On the place where he had 

1 The above account of Safi Khan and of the defeat of ‘Abdullah Khan 
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gained the victory, lie built a garden, and named it Janiiat Bari. They 
say that when Khan Jahan Lodi came as his successor to Ahmadabad, 
Saif Khan invited him to a banquet, and displayed great splendour in 
regard to food and carpets. From the trays to the drinking cups every 
article was of gold or silver. Khan Jahan said that except for Asaf 
Jail 110 one else was so lucky in regard to his office. When Khan 
Jahan was deputed with Prince Parwlz in place of Mahabat Khan, 
Saif Khan was reappointed Governor of Gujarat. At this time the 
death of Emperor Jahangir occurred. Saif Khan in view of his earlier 
conduct was greatly worried, and indulged in vain thoughts. Mean¬ 
while Shah Jahan wrote from Junair to Niihir Khan—who had the 
title of Slier Khan—to take possession of Ahmadabad and place Saif 
Khan under restraint. As Malika Banu Ins wife was the real elder 
sister of Mutntiiz Mahal, to please the latter Khidmat Parast Khan 
was ordered to hasten to Ahmadabad, and not to permit any injury to 
Saif Khan’s life. He was to bring him carefully to the Presence. 
When Shah Jahan crossed the Narbada, he proceeded towards Ahma¬ 
dabad, and Khidmat Parast Khan produced Saif Khan who was very 
ill. At the intercession of the Begam he was forgiven and relieved 
of his feats 1 . After the accession, lie, at the request of the Begam, 
received the rank of 4,000 foot 3 and horse, was appointed Governor 
of Bihar in succession to Khan ‘Alain. He built grand houses in 
Patna. In the 5th year he was transferred as Governor of Allahabad 3 , 
and in the 8th year was nominated as Governor' 1 of Gujarat. Later 
he was removed from there and appointed to the charge of Agra. 
When in the 12th year Islam Khan the Governor of Bengal was 
summoned to the Court for appointment as the Premier, and Bengal 
was made over to the agents of Prince Shuja’, an order was issued 


is taken from Tuznk-i-Jahangiri, II, pp. 262-267. The value of the throne is 
given there as 5 lacs and not 10 lacs of rupees. 

1 Based on B.ldsh<thniim,i, I, (it. i, pp. 76-78. 

2 Op. at., pp. 177, 228. 

4 Badshahnama , I. pt. ii, p. 102. 


3 Op. cit ., p. 4 2 6 , 
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to Saif Khan to proceed rapidly to that province and to take charge 
of ic till the arrival of the Prince who was in Kabul. After the 
arrival of the Prince—who was still young, he was to assist in the 
management of that extensive territory 1 . In the end of the 13th 
year, 1049 A.H. (1639-40 A.D.) he died in Bengal. Emperor Shah 
Jahan went to the house of his widow, Malika Banu—who, in accor¬ 
dance with orders, was in attendance on the Emperor—and comforted 
her. To her three sons, Muhammad Yahiya, Muhamad Shafl and 
Abul Qasim he presented mourning robes 2 . In the 14th year Malika 
Banu also died. Emperor Shah Jahan went to the house of Yamin- 
ud-Daulah to perform her obsequies. Saif Khan’s brother was Sultan 
Nazr. He knew by heart the Divans of Khaqanl and Anwari, and 
the Mathnawl and Hadlqa. At first he was the Bakbsbt and Recorder 
of Agra. Later, while in Gujarat, he quarrelled with his brother, and 
joined Khan Jahan Lodi who had been appointed Governor. He 
became intimate with him, and received an excellent fief in the 
Deccan. During Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he had the rank of 
i,ooo 3 . 

SAIF KHAN SAIYID ‘ALT ASGHAR 
(Vol. II, pp. 410, 411). 

He was the son of Saiyid Mahmud 4 Khan Barah. Lie was a 
favourite 5 of Emperor Jahangir from the time he was a prince, and was 
a constant attendant of his august assemblies. When Jahangir ascended 
the throne, and in the 1st year of the reign Klnisrau fled and caused 
a disturbance, Shaikh Farid Murtada Khan was appointed to pursue 

1 Badshdhnama, II, p. 130. 

2 Of. cit„ p. 198. 3 Op. cii.. p. 736. 

4 l or Ills account see Mniithir-ubUjnara, Text, II, pp. 375-377, translation 
antea, pp. 35-38. Also see Bloclimaun’s translation of A'in, I (2nd edn.), 

pp. 424, 425. 

5 See Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Mtmoirs of Jahangir, 1 , p. 32. 
It is stated there that he was granted the rank of 3,000. 
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him. A battle took place near Lahore. Sail Khan was in the van¬ 
guard of the said Shaikh's forces, and acquitted himself bravely during 
tlie fight. He received seventeen wounds 1 2 . Accordingly he was 
rewarded by appointment to the rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse, and 
in the 4th year his rank was advanced to 2,^00 with 1,350 horse, and 
Ins heart’s desire was gratified by appointment as the Fattjddr of 
Hisar 3 . In the 5th year he was granted a flag 3 . In the 8th year 
he was deputed with Sultan Khurram in the campaign against Rana 
Amar Singh. In the 10th year he was exalted by the grant of drums, 
and was attached to Prince Parviz, and went off to the Deccan. In 
the 1 ith year corresponding to 1025 A.H. (1616 A.D.) he died 4 of 
cholera. 

SAIF ULI.AH KHAN MIR BAHR 
(Vol II, pp. 486-489). 

During the rcigti of Emperor Aurangzib he was Mir Bahr (Admi¬ 
ral) and Superintendent of the Fleet (Nawarak), and served in these 
[loses for a long time. After the Emperor’s arrival in the Deccan he 
was exalted by the grant of the title of Khan. In the 28th year he 
was removed from his offices, but was later appointed Mir Tiizuk. 
It appears that lie died in the 291I1 year 5 . When Shah ‘Alam Baha¬ 
dur was sent from Ajmer in pursuit of Muhammad Akbar, he was 
deputed to convey some orders to the Prince. On his return, it 
became known that the Prince had not granted him anything as a 
reward, and the Emperor therefore, gave him a sum of Rs. 5,000, and 
an order was issued that the said amount should be deducted from the 

1 Rogers & Beveridge, up. cit., p. C>q. 

2 Rogers & Beveridge, up. cit., p. 157. 

3 Rogers & Beveridge, op. cit., p. 1 

4 Rogers & Beveridge, up. cit., p. 325. 

5 Sec Madtbir'i-'Alamgtri, p. 275, where tire appointment ol Muhammad 
Marlih as Mir Tiizuk after his death is recorder!. 
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Prince s allowances'—in a way this was to be a lesson for the Prince, 
for it was the rule of sovereignty to show favour to the bearer of a 
message, more so, as indicating respect for cite message, especially 
when ic was from a lofty quarter. 1 lis eldest son Mir Asad Ullah 
was a talkative person, and not without a touch of insanity, but he was 
possessed of a great deal of subterfuge and cunning. On account of 
some fault he incurred the displeasure of Emperor Aurangzlb, and 
was sent off to holy Mecca. When he returned after performing the 
pilgrimage, he was appointed to the rank of 500. He distinguished 
himself by his diligence and skill in the siege of Kbelna. He was, 
therefore, received into favour, granted the title of his father 1 2 , and an 
increase in rank, and appointed Mir Bahr. Later he was promoted 
to the office of Mir Tuzuk. On the day when Wagingcra was taken, 
he was wounded in the arm by a bullet, and received one hundred 
ashrafls as the “cost of a plaster” 3 . In the reign of Emperor Bahadur 
Shall his madness led him into a dispute with Dhulfiqur Khan, the 
Amlr-ul-Umara. Inasmuch as when a straw contends with a lofty 
mountain, in rising up into the air it is buffeted by the wind, and if 
a drop of water brushes the bank of a broad river, it is carried down to 
annihilation; in that encounter he was thrown head over heals, and, 
being thoroughly discredited and disgraced, took to flight. As a result 
of his headstrong nature, lie assumed for himself the office of the 
vakil of Prince Kam Bakhsh, who was making a bid for sovereignty 
and beating the drum of opposition in the Dcccan. He joined Rajas 
Jai Singh and AjTt Singh, who had fled from the Presence and were 
stirring up strife. He made with them a pact that if the Prince 
should come by the route of Gondwana towards their area, they would 
produce at the Narbada 15,000 Rajput horsemen, so that before 

1 Maathir-i-'dlarngm , p. 207, apparently at this date in the 24th year, lie 
held the office of Mir Bahr. 

2 Id., p. 456 . Also sec Khafi Khan, II, pp. 5 01 . 5 02 . where there is a 
detailed record of bis being sent for pilgrimage, and his return and appointment. 

3 Maiitbir-i.'Alamglrl , p. 5 ° 5 > also Khafi Khan, II, p. 538. 
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Emperor Bahadur Shah’s return from the Deccan they would all 
accompany the Prince to the Capital, and place linn on the throne, 
and having collected 50,000 horsemen oppose Bahadur Shah. He 
took from them a sealed compact in this connection, and with a view 
to having his devotion and loyalty—which had resulted in the perfor¬ 
mance of such signal service—recognized, hastened towards Haidara- 
bad via Dsogarh and Chanda. In fact, he made the wheel take a large 
revolution, which resulted in great commotion. But as his gurdian 
star was declining, his scheme did not prosper. As soon as the Prince 
heard of his arrival, he felt convinced that he was a fraud, and a trick¬ 
ster, and was sure that he was in league with Bahadur Shah. Saif Ullali 
remonstrated that the tree of good service in his cause had produced 
nought but the fruit of condign punishment, and that efforts to help 
the Prince’s cause had proved like beating a cold iron. As Saif Ulluli’s 
urgency and vehemence exceeded all hounds, a daily supply of food 
was allotted to him, but he was never summoned to the Presence 1 2 . 

I praise the gentleness of the merciful Emperor (Bahadur Shah) 
whom hardly any of the earlier sovereigns equalled in forgiveness and 
tolerance. When Saif Ullali after the battle with Kam Bakhsh was 
introduced through the intermediation of Khan Khanan, his offences 
were forgiven, he was confirmed in his former rank, and was granted 
an annual allowance of Rs. 3,000*. For the sake of position he again 
entered service, and in the reign of Emperor Farrukh Siyar he accom¬ 
panied the Amir-ul-Umara to the Deccan, and was appointed Mir 
liahr for that area. Though he kept company with the leader, he 
lived wretchedly. Afterwards, at the recommendation of that generous 
patron, he was appointed Superintendent of Branding and Musters. 
In the time of the reigning sovereign (Muhammad Shah) he served in 
that office for some time. He died at the appointed time. His 
brother Liyaqat Khan Mlrza was an elegant man with very pleasant 

1 He is apparently not the Saif Khan who was tortured by Kam Bakhsh. 
see Irvine Later Mttghals, 1 , pp. 54 > 55 - 

2 Kh.ifi Khan, II, p. 629. 
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manners. In every respect he was the counterpart of his brother, even 
in the matter of religion, for like his ancestors he was an Imannya, 
while Saif Ullah Khan was a bigoted Sunni. 

(RAN A) SAKRA 1 2 

(Vol. II, p. 174). 

He was the son of Ran ft Udai Singh son of Rana Sanga. When 
his brother Pratap opposed Akbar, he joined service under the Emper¬ 
or, and was appointed to the rank of 200. In the 1st year of Emperor 
Jahangir’s reign he received a present of Rs. 12,000 s , and was 
appointed to accompany Sultan Parviz in the campaign against the 
Rana. In the end of the same year he was sent with a force to chas¬ 
tise Dalpat Bhurtia, and was victorious. In the 2nd year he was 
exalted by promotion to the rank of 2,500 foot with 1,000 horse 3 . In 
the 1 ith year his rank was advanced to 3,000 foot with 2,000 horse. 

SALABAT KHAN 

(Vol. II, pp. 742-746). 

His name was Khwaja Mir Khwafl. He was born in India, but 
his ancestors migrated to India from Khwaf. As most men of 
Khawaf are distinguished for their good and straightforward nature, 
the said Khan was in his dealings correct and honest, and was always 
active and resourceful in the service of his master. Through his good 
fortune he was approved by Emperor Aurangzlb, and he gained 
a place of regard and trust near him. For his zeal and know¬ 
ledge of affairs he was appointed the Superintendent of Elephant- 

1 See Blochmann’s translation of A’in 1 (2nd cdn.), p. 585 for an account 
of his career. He is apparently Sagarji and Sukta of Tod, Annals of Rajasthan 
(1914 edn.), 1 , pp. 264. 270. His name is given as Rana Shankar in Memoirs 
of jabangir , Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, 1 , p. 17 etc. 

2 Rogers & Beveridge, op. tit., p. 49 - 

3 Rogers & Beveridge, op. tit., p. 112, 
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stables 1 2 3 in place of Bahramand Khfin in the 22nd year, and on 
account of his imposing stature, for he was tall and powerful, 
was granted the title of Salabat Khan. In the 23rd year he was 
exalted by his appointment* as the Superintendent of Artillery in 
place of Ruh Ullah Khan. Later for some fault he was dismissed* 
from service, but in the 25th year he was restored to his original 
rank 4 and appointed Chief of the Artillery (Mir Atisb). Afterwards 
he was posted to Oudh. When he came from there to pay his 
respects, he was appointed Superintendent of the Grooms. In the 
28th year he was sent as the Superintendent of the Surat 5 * port in 
place of Kartalab Khan Muhammad Beg. In the 33rd year he 
returned to the Presence at his request, and was appointed 0 first 
Mir Tiizak. After that he was Superintendent of Khas Chattkl 
(Special Guards), and he was promoted to the rank of 2,500 foot 
with 1,200 horse. 

They say 7 that one day in Gaungaon Sohra'b Khan the second 
Mir Tiizuk struck for purposes of correction one of the officers of 
the artdlery on the head with a staff three cubits long in the open 
Dhvan. Some of the respectable men of that body siding with the 
culprit attacked Sohrab Khan. Salabat Khan being the 1st Mir 
TZztik wanted to punish them. But the affair took another shape, 
and ended in an attack on the heads of the department. The riot 
created by them suddenly came to such a pass, that the Emperor left 
the hall. Influential officers were deputed to quell the disturbance. 
They protected Salabat Khan and conveyed him to his house. The 
tumult lasted till the next day. Ruh Ulliih Khan I mounted his 


1 Maathir-i' Alampirt , |>. 171. His name is wrongly written painted as 
Khwaja Mirza. 

2 Op. cit., pp. 187, 188. 

3 Op. cit., p. 192. 4 Op. cit., p. 216. 

5 Op. cit., p, 247. 6 Op. cit., p. 333. 

7 Taken from Khafi Khan, If, pp. 393, 394. The name of the place is 

there given as Gorgaon towards Puna (Poonch). 
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horse, and by warnings and bullying put down the mischief- 
mongers. He brought Salabat Khan from his house to the Darbar. 
Some of the well-known minkbashis 1 and ytszbdshis 2 3 were censured 
and reprimanded. 

The Khan in the 36th year, at the end of 1103 A.H. (1592 
A.D.) at Galgala obtained leave of absence on account of protracted 
illness to return to the capital. After traversing a few stages he died. 
About this time he often recited this verse: 

Verse 

"We have gone ourselves, and taken a corner of the grave 

So that our bones might not burden any one’s shoulders' 1 ”. 

It has been chronicled that the Khan was twice Chief of the Artillery 
and that in the 28th year, he became Superintendent of the port of 
Surat, while in the 33rd year, he, at his own request, came to the Court. 
This disagrees with the facts, as during the siege of Golconda in the 
29th year, when Sat Shikan Khan, Mir Atish, on account of a 
disagreement with Flruz Jang resigned his post, he was succeeded by 
Salabat Khan. After that, as he also could not manage the business, 
he resigned and Saiyid ‘Izzat Khan was appointed in his place. At 
last at midnight owing to the neglect and self-indulgence of officers 
(sardaran-i-karktin) the enemy attacked the battery ( damdama ). They 
made prisoners ‘Izzat Khan, Sarbarah Khan, Jalal Chela and a number 
of others, and took them inside the fort. Salabat Khan was appoin¬ 
ted Mir Atish a second time. Accordingly Ni‘mat Khan Hajl—who 
is unique in his own line—in his Waqa-i-Haidardbdd, which he 
has written in a jocular but clever style, has recorded that Salabat 
Khan was made Mir Atish a second time, and that he refused the 
appointment. He has indulged in pleasantries about these happenings, 

1 Artillery Captains, commanders of a 1,000, see Irvine, Army of Indian 
Moghuls , p. 157. 

2 Probably hunting men, 

3 MaSthir-i-’Alamgiri, p. 349. 
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but what is evident is that the Khan was twice Superintendent of 
the port of Surat, but Madtbir-i - 1 Alam girt does not record 1 it. 
Salubat Khan had a worthy son, who was a zealous soldier. In his 
father’s lifetime he often distinguished himself, and received the 
title of Tahawwar Khan. His energy and bravery and that of Jan 
Nithar Khan Khwaja ‘Abdul Makarim were so impressed on the 
Emperor’s mind that he mentioned their names in connection with the 
command of Khan Jahan Bahadur. Their courage and devotion were 
extolled by him, when he dwelt on the perfunctoriness ( wdsokhtagi ) 
of the Khan Jahan. When the two were deputed to chastise the 
Marathas, they in the 37th year encountered the famous Santa near 
the borders of the Karnatik (Carnatic). After a good fight their camp 
and artillery were plundered, they were wounded and with difficulty 
saved their lives. In the 40th year he was appointed Fat*jdir of 
Saharanpur. On returning to the Court after removal from there, he 
was appointed Superintendent of the Armoury (Qur Khdna). In 
the 49th year, he was honoured by the grant of the title of Fida’i 
Khan 2 3 . 


(SAIYID) SALABAT KHAN BARAH 
(Vol., II, pp. 457-460). 

His title was lkhtisas Khan and his name Saiyid Sultan. His father 
was Saiyid Bayazld son of Saiyid Hashim son of the famous Saiyid 
Mahmud Khan Kundliwal' 1 . He was a leading officer of Prince Diira 
Shikoh, and was greatly in his confidence. In the 24th year he was 
appointed to the Panjab province as the Prince’s deputy, given the rank 

1 In Maathir-i-' Alamgirt, p. 332, there is a record of his petitioning to 
be allowed to return to Court in the- 36th year, and of Ttimad l£han succeeding 
him as the Taujitar and Diwati of Surat. 

2 Mnatbir-i- Alamgiri, p. 493. 

3 See Blochmann’s translation of A’tn , I (2nd cdn.), pp. 424-427. The 
genealogical tree on p. 427 should also he consulted. For Saiyid Hashim’s 
account see p. 4b 1 of the same work. 
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of 2,000 with 400 horse, granted the title of Salabat Khun 1 and pre¬ 
sented an elephant. In the same year, at the Prince’s recommendation, 
he was transferred to the Allahabad province as its Deputy Governor. 
For a long time he remained in charge of that province, and put 
down many malcontents, and bridled most of the savage spirits. In 
the 25th year he received 2 a flag and in the 27th year by successive 
increases was advanced to 2,000 with 1,500 horse, and he was also 
granted drums. In the 30th year he conciliated Anup Singh, Zamin- 
ddr of Bandhu whose territory adjoined Allahabad, and brought him 
to the Court. Through his guidance he agreed to join royal service' 1 . 
When in the end of the 31st year Sulaiman Shikoh, the eldest son of 
Dara Shikoh, marched with a well equipped army against Prince 
Shuja*—who on hearing of the illness of Emperor Shah Jahan had 
started from Bengal at the head of a strong force with the intention of 
proceeding to Agra. Though his agent wrote to him that the 
Emperor had recovered, he ascribed this report to the machinations 
of his elder brother, and considered it to be of no value. Besides 
the King’s officers who had been appointed auxiliaries, Data Shikoh— 
without a careful consideration of his own needs and position— 
sent off (with Sulaiman Shikoh) all leading men of his own whom 
by intensive training for years he had made into men of position' 1 
and influence. He even sent off Saiyid Salabat Khan with a 
number of the Barah Saiyids, who were the best of his men 
and in whose bravery and courage he Itad full confidence. After¬ 
wards when through the changing Fortune the affairs of Data Shikoh 
fell into confusion, and after setting up forces and fighting with 
•Alamglr's forces he was defeated—which he had never anticipated— 
Sulaiman Shikoh, who, after defeating Shuja*, was hastening back for 
helping his father, became bewildered on hearing this news, and turned 
back to Allahabad. There he held a conference with the leading and 

1 'Amal Salih, III, pp. 11 5, 121. 

2 Op. cit., p. 135, 3 Op. cit., p. 231. 

4 Adapted from ‘Amal Salih III, p. 278, 
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responsible officials of his father. All parties of them considered vari¬ 
ous plans, but because of the prevailing bewilderment none could give 
proper advice. At last the Barah Saiyids—who were the best men of 
the force, and inhabited the Diiab —urged that he should proceed 
towards Chandpur Medina 1 (?), and from there go on to Parnlh (?) 
and Saharanpur, whence they should move on to the Panjab and join 
his father at Lahore. After discussion this plan was approved and they 
set off. After passing Lucknow, a body of troops was sent against 
the Karorl of Medina-—which formed the fief of the Begam Sahib—in 
order to requisition from him whatever (revenues he might have collect¬ 
ed. He shut himself in his house, and took measures to oppose them. 
The soldiers under the orders of Sulaiman Shikoh fell upon his goods 
and family. They made prisoners of him and his son, and extended the 
arm of oppression against his property and honour, and also against 
the property of and honour of the other inhabitants of the pargana. 
Meanwhile Saiyid Salabat Khan — who, through the turn of events and 
his sagacity and foresight, saw that it would not be to his advantage 
to accompany Sulaiman Shikoh—deserted him, and went away to join 
‘Alamglr’s forces. Before the latter had crossed the river Belts in pur¬ 
suit of Dara Shikoh, he caught up with them, and was received favour¬ 
ably. Within two or three days, as a result of his good fortune, he was 
exalted by appointment 2 as Governor of Berar in succession to Husam- 
ud-DIn Khan. Nothing further is known about him. 


1 It is Natlina in 'Alamgirnama, whence the whole account of Sulaiman 
Shikoh’s retirement to Allahabad, his attack on the Kardri of Nadina and the 
desertion of Salabat Khan is taken, see pp. 171, 172. Parnih should probably 
he Buriya in the Amballa District, sec Imperial Gazetteer, III, p, 167. Saha¬ 
ranpur, Buriya and Chandpur, the villages of Barah Saiyids are mentioned 
together in Madthir-ul-Umara. Text, II, p. 854. 

z 'Alamgirnama, p. 199, where it is recorded that he received the title of 
Ikhtisas Khan and in addition to being appointed Governor of Berar was pre¬ 
sented with a dress of honour and a horse. 
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SALABAT KHAN RAUSHAN DAMIR 
(Vol. II, pp. 731-733). 

He was the second son of Sadiq Khan 1 Mir Bakhsbi. In the 5th 
year of Iimperor Shah Jahan’s reign his rank 2 was raised to 1,000 
with 200 horse, and he was appointed QUrbegi (Head of the Body¬ 
guard) in place of Sardar Khan, When his father died in the 6th 
year, Prince Muhammad Aurangzib, in compliance with his father’s 
orders, went and escorted the eldest son Ja'far Khan and his brothers 
to the Presence. He was favoured by the grant of a dress of honour 
and an increase in his rank 3 . In the 8th year he was exalted to the 
rank of 2,000 foot with 800 horse" by an increase of 500 foot with 
100 horse. Later he received the title of Salabat Khan 3 5 6 . In the 
nth year he had a further increase of 500 foot with 200 horse so 
that his rank became 2,500 foot with 1,000 horse 0 . In the 12th 
year he was removed from the office of Qtirbegi, and appointed 2nd 
Bakhsbi in succession to Tarbiyac Khan, and his rank was raised to 
3,000 foot with 1,000 horse 7 . In the 17th year he was exalted by 
his rank being increased to 4,000 foot with 2,000 horse, and the 
grant of a flag and drums. 

In the same year about the end of Jummada I, 1054 A.H. (July, 
1644 A.D.) Rao Amar Singh son of Raja Gaj Singh killed him with 
a dagger. A brief account of this incident is as follows: The said 
Rao had for sometime been absent from the Court owing to illness. 
On his convalescence he came to the Court, and Salabat Khan intro¬ 
duced him in the private parlour of Sultan Dara Shikoh’s house where 

1 Maatbir'itl-Umara, Text, II, pp. 729-731, translation anted pp. 656, 657. 

z Badshabnama , I, pt. i, p. 417. 

3 Id - PP- 53 8 * 539 - 

4 Badshahnama , I, pt. ii, p. 87, but the number of his horse should be 
600 not 800 as in the Maalhir. 

5 Id., p. 103. 

6 Badshahnama, II, p. 104, his rank became 2,500 with 1,000 horse. 

7 Id - P- 1 35 - 
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flic Emperor was then living. He was standing on the left side and 
Salabat Khan on the right. After the evening prayers while the 
Emperor was writing a Farmdn to one of his officers with his own 
hand, Salabat Khan came down from the portico for some purpose, 
and was engaged in hot conversation with some one. Amar Singh 
drew his dagger, and ran to Salabat Khan, and struck him unawares 
under the breast. As he was struck in the region of the heart he died 
immediately 1 . He was a well-behaved young man, and had been 
reared by the Emperor, and was destined for higher offices—the 
Emperor expressed great sorrow because of the valuable and sincere 
service rendered by him, and of his youth. Muhammad Murad, his 
son, who was four years old, was raised to the rank of 500 with 100 
horse 2 * , and by the 30th year had reached the rank of 1,000 with too 
horse. In the 2nd year of Emperor Aurangzlb’s reign he was granted 
the title of lltifat Khan, and in the 6th year was raised to the rank of 
1,500 with 150 horse. In the 9th year lie had an increase of 100 
horse. 


SAMANJI KHAN :1 

(Vol. II, pp. 401, 402). 

He was Qdrughcbt, and was one of Emperor Humayun’s officers. 
Under Emperor Akbar he attained the rank of 1,500. In the end 
of the 5th year of Akbat’s reign he was 4 5 deputed with Adham Khan 
Koka for the conquest of Malwa, and rendered good service. In 
the 9th year he went* with Muhammad Qasim Khan Kishapurl in 
pursuit of ‘Abdullah Khan Ozbeg. In 13th year he accompanied 

1 Bddshandma, II, pp. 380, 381. 2 Id., p. 384. 

3 Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd edition), pp. 489, 490. He was 

originally a servant of Mirza Hindal see Akbarndma, Text, I, p. 315, Beveridge's 
translation, I, p. 587. Both in the text and the translation Qurughchi has been 
wrongly separated from his name. Qurughchi means a sentinel. 

4 Akbarndma, Text, 11 , p. 135, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 208. 

5 Id., Text, II, p. 22b, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 347. 
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Ashraf Khan Mir Munshl on the expedition to the fort of Rantham- 
bhor, hut from the way he was deputed 1 to chastise MTrza Muham¬ 
mad Husain, and other sons and grandsons of Muhammad Sultan 
Mfrza, who returning again and again from Gujarat were creating 
disturbances in the province of Malwa. Afterwards he was granted a 
fief in Oudh 2 . In the affair of Branding he originally joined the 
rebellious officers, but later separated from them, and joined the royal 
forces. In the 39th year in compliance with the royal summons he 
came 3 4 5 to the Presence, and paid his homage. He died a few years 
later. After his death his sons' 1 having received suitable employment 
loyally served the Emperor. 

(MUBARIZ-UL-MULK) 3 SARBULAND KH AN BAHADUR 
DILAWAR JANG 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 801-806). 

His name was Mir Muhammad Rafi 1 , and his homeland Tun. 
During the reign of Emperor AurangzTb he came from Iran to India 
with his father whose name was Mir Afdal and who had the title of 
Muqtadavl Khan. His father was exalted by his appointment as the 

1 Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 329, 330, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 484. 

2 According to Bloclimann this should he Arrah in Bihar as on the out¬ 
break of the Bengal Rebellion he was JZgirilar of Arrah, see Akbarnama, ’Iext, 
III, p. 285, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 419, but he is stated to have been 
recalled from Oudh in the 39th year, Akbarnama, Text, Ill. p. 651, Beveridge's 
translation, III, p. 1000. It seems probable that his jagir was transferred from 
Arrah to Oudh after the Branding alfair. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 651, and Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1000. 
He also came to the Court in the 44th year. Text, p. 751, translation, p. 1122. 

4 They were present at the taking of Aslrgarh, Akbarnama , Text, III, p. 
778, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1163. 

5 There is a long account of this officer in Dowson & Elliot's History, 
VIII, p. 340 where he is styled Mnmtaz-ul-Mulk. See also Hadiqat-ul-Aqalim 
under Tun, lithograph edn. p. 381. According to Irvine Later Mughals, I, p, 
200, footnote, he was born in 1085 A.H. (1674 A.D.) and died in 1154 A.H. 
(1742 A.D.). 
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Dlwdn o£ Gwaliyar in the neighbourhood of Akbarabad (Agra). 
After his father’s death he went to bis maternal uncle Basharat Khan 
who was the Faujdar of Malkapur in Berar. He distinguished him¬ 
self in putting down the seditions in the villages of that pargana, 
and as a reward was appointed to a suitable rank. Later he went to 
the royal camp, and married Hadiya BEgain, the daughter of Ruh 
Ullah Khan Bakbsht 1 . As Ayisha Bcgam, the second daughter of 
the said Khan, was married to Sultan ‘ Azim-ush-Shan, he during the 
reign of Bahadur Shall, at the reejuest of the said prince, received the 
title of Sarbuland Khan, and was employed in the prince’s establish¬ 
ment. Later the prince sent him to Bengal to carry out settlement 
operations. As he could not agree with Muhammad Farrukh 
Siyar son of * Azim-ush-Shan—who had been appointed to govern 
Bengal on his father’s behalf—‘Aziin-ush-Shan recalled him to the 
Court, but while on the way he was appointed Faujdar of Karra in 
the siiba of Allahabad 2 . After Bahadur Shah’s death, and as 'Azlm 
ush-Shan and his brothers were killed in the battle, and Muhammad 
Farrukh Siyar had started for fighting with Jahandar Shah, Sarbuland 
Khan on account of his earlier differences hurried 3 off to join Jahandar 
Shah with the revenue he had collected in his area. As about this 
time the governorship of Gujarat as an adjunct of the Prime Minister’s 
post had been conferred on Asaf-ud-Daulah Asad Khan, Dhulfaqar 
Khan appointed him the Deputy Governor of that province. When 
Muhammad Farrukh Siyar was successful, he, at the instance of Saiyid 
•Abdullah Khan Qutb-ul-Mulk, was forgiven, and appointed 4 

1 For his account see Mii 7 ithir-ul-Umaril, Text, II, pp. 309-315, translation 
antea, pp. 611-615. The marriage of his daughter Ayisha Bcgam is mentioned 
on p. 313 of the text. Sec also Miiathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 347. 

2 See Irvine loc. tit. He was sent to Bengal as a Na'ib in the 2nd year 
of Bahadur Shah’s reign, hut as he quarrelled with Diya Ullah I£han, the 
Diwan, he was recalled, but in the 3rd year "was sent to the charge of Kora'* 
where ‘Azim-ush-Shan had his jUgir. 

3 Khali Khan, II, pp. hyj, 715. S»y ar-ul-Mutii'kbkbirin. Text, II, p. 391. 

4 Irvine, loc. cit., p. 262. 
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Governor of Oudh, After a time he was removed from this office 
and came to the Court. After the transfer of Mir Jumla, however, 
he was appointed Governor of ‘Aztmabad Patna. On reaching there 
he set out for the chastisement of Dharmajl 1 , a seditious landholder 
of that province, and after a protracted struggle and great exertion 
put him to flight. As he was running away, he was wounded and 
died. 

As he followed no system in the management of his soldiers and 
employed commanders ( Tumandar ) of high standing, he after coming 
to the court after his removal, was for long embarrassed by the 
demands of the soldiers for their pay. As during this period the 
Emperor was not on good terms with the Premier and the Bakbsbt, 
the latter to improve their own position secretly sent him money to 
free him from the demands of the soldiers 2 3 4 . Later, in the time of 
RafI‘-ud-Darajat he was sent' 1 as the Governor of Kabul. In the time 
of Muhammad Shah he was transferred from there, and came to the 
Court and in 113b A.H. (1725-26 A.D.) was exalted by his appoint¬ 
ment as Governor of Gujarat 1 in succession to Nizam-ul-Mulk 
Asaf Jah. He sent a grant of the Deputy Governorship of the provin¬ 
ce to Shuja'at Khan Gujarati. Hamid Khan, the paternal uncle of 
Asaf Jah, who was his deputy in Ahmadabad, marched out without 
equipment, and took up his quarters in the village of Dohad. He 
summoned Kantha Maratha to his assistance, and marched to Gujarat. 

1 See Khafi Khan, II, pp. 768, 7by, where he is called Dhir. In Hadiqat- 
ul-Aqal'tm, p. 381, he is described as the Raja of Bhojpur. 

2 Sec Khafi Khan, II, pp. 801, 802 where it is stated that Saiyid 'Abdullah 
Khan and in addition to sending him cash etc. had him appointed Governor of 
Kabul. For an account of his return to the Capital and the intrigues resulting 
in his appointment as Governor of Agra, see Irvine loc. cit., pp. 346, 347, 363, 
364. 

3 Sec Irvine, loc. cit., p. 4 ° 5 - where the date of his departure is given as 
19th Rabi‘ II, 1131 A.H. (inch March, 1719). 

4 See Irvine Litter Mitghals, II, p. 152; Cambridge History of India, IV. 
PP- 35 °. 35 l ' 
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There he fought Shuja'at Khan and killed him. Rustam 'All Khan, 
a brother of Shuja'at Khan, who was in Surat, marched against him 
with Pilajl Gaikwar, and a battle took place on the bank of river 
Mahi. As Pilajl was secretly in league with Hamid Khan, Rustam 
‘All Khan was also killed. On receipt of this news Sarbuland Khan 
in the year 1138 A.H. (1726 A.D.) took a sum of money from 
the royal treasury as an advance of pay, and set off to his province, 
Hamid Khan’s Bakhshi came forth to oppose him, but was killed, 
and the said Khan entered Ahmadabad. But as a result of lack of 
foresight and his lavish extravagance he spent not only the money he 
had received as advance, but the revenues of the imperial estates and 
of the jaglrdars in the province, and even became indebted to his own 
servants. Consequently he lost control over them, and they started 
practising oppression. They seized anyone whom they thought to 
be man of means, and shutting him up in his own house extorted 
money from him. He himself was also not wanting in oppression, 
hinally in consideration of the great predominance of the Marathas 
he agreed to paying them chautb in that province. Accordingly in the 
1 ith year of the reign Abhai Singh alias Dhokar Singh son of Ajlt 
Singh was appointed Governor of the province in his place 1 . Sarbuland 
Khan returned to Delhi, and for a Ibng time lived in his house. 
On account of the persecutions of his creditors he had fortified 
the main gate of his house. It is stated that whenever the Em¬ 
peror sent for him, a government palanquin and some sazdwals 
were also sent so that he may not be molested by his creditors en 
route. After Nadir Shah’s arrival when an assessment was levied 
on the inhabitants of the Capital, he was appointed to make the 
collections after the death of Burhan-ul-Mulk Sa'adat Khan, who was 
really responsible for his levy. Complaints were rife in the streets 

t Sec [rvine loc. cil., pp. 16^-183, 185-214 where a detailed account of 
his administration in Gujarat and his battle with Ahhai Singh and finally surren¬ 
dering Gujarat to him and returning to Agra and later to Delhi is given. The 
Maalkir account is comparatively brief anil most of the incidents in Gujarat 
are omitted. 
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and lanes 1 . As he was audacious and reckless in regard to expendi¬ 
ture, he was never successful. He died in 115s 2 A.H. (1745 A.D.). 
His son Khanazad Khan Bahadur, though he attained the rank of 
6,000, lived the life of a relatively poor man in Shahjahanabad 
(Delhi), and died in the beginning of Ahmad Shah’s reign. His 
second son Mir Gujarati achieved nothing of an outstanding nature, 
Mahndi Khan, the son of Khanazad Khan bides his time through the 
help of this and that one. 

SARBULAND KHAN KHWAJA RAHMAT ULLAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 477 - 479 )- 

He was the sister’s son of Najabat Khan 3 Mirza Shuja 1 . On 
account of his lineage he received a suitable rank, and was personally 
known to Emperor Shah Jahan. In the 25th year he was appointed 
to the high office of Mir Tttzuk. In the 26th year he accompanied 
Prince Data Shikoh to the Qandahar campaign, In the 27th year 
he was promoted to the rank of 1,000 with 350 horse. In the 29th 
year he had an increase of 150 horse, and in the 30th year his rank 
was advanced to 1,000 with 500 horse, and he was granted the title 
of Sarbuland'* Khan. In the 31st year he was appointed Master of the 
Horse (Akhtabegi) in succession to Asad Khan 4 5 * , and afterwards was 
made Superintendent of the Artillery with an increase of 100 horse 0 . 
Later when the times assumed another aspect, and the gates of victory 
were opened for Aurangzlb, Sarbuland Khan after the battle of Samu- 
garh had the good fortune to enter 7 Emperor Atirangzib’s service. 

1 See Elliot, op. cit., p. 91, and Irvine loc. lit., p. 373. 

2 This is apparently incorrect as according to Irvine, loc. cit., p, 215, he 
died on 13th Dhul Qa‘da 1154 A.H. (19th January, 1742 A.D.). 

3 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 821-828, translation antea pp. 363-371. 

4 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 230 where the grant of the title of Sarbuland Khan 
to Rahmat Ullah Mir Ttizuk is recorded. 

5 Op. cit., p. 244, 

7 ' Alamgirnama, p. 113. 


6 Op. cit., p. 271. 
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After the first coronation he was appointed Faujdar of Mandasiir. 
In the 6th year his rank 1 became 2,500 with 1,500 horse. In the 
9th year he accompanied Sultan Muhammad Mu'azzam to the Kabul 
area in view of the report that the ruler of Iran was advancing towards 
that side. In the 10th year he accompanied the same Prince®, who 
was deputed to administer the provinces of the Deccan. In the 12th 
year he returned to the Court. As the report of the said Prince 
having done certain things contrary to the Emperor’s wishes was 
received, his revered mother Nawab Bat was sent to reprimand hing 
and in the 13th year Sarbuland Khan was deputed to escort 3 the 
revered lady. On his return Sarbuland Kh un was appointed Qtisbbegt 
in succession to Faid Ullah Khan. In the 15th year he was made 
Governor 3 * of Akbarabad (Agra) in succession to Namdar Khan, and 
later he was in addition appointed 2nd Bakhsh't 6 in place of Himmat 
Khun, and also had charge 7 of the office of the Walashdhls (House¬ 
hold troops). In the 17th year when Shuja'at Khan Ra'dandaz Khun 
was killed in royal service in the affair of the Yusufza’Is, he was 
appointed to Peshawar" with a suitable force. In the 18th year his 
rank" was advanced to 4,000 with 2,500 horse. In the 19th year 
when Shamsh?r Khan Mir Ya'qub son of Shaikh Mir Khwafi was 
killed in battle with the Afghans, Sarbuland Khan was sent with a 
suitable force and equipment to chastise 1 " them. O11 account of some 
fault he became an object of censure, and was removed from office. 
After a time, however, he was restored 11 . In the 21st year when Al 
Begatn his mother—who was a daughter of Mirza Shahrukh—died, 
Namdar Khan brought Sarbuland Khan to the Court, and by the 
grant of a robe of honour his mourning was brought to an’ 2 end. In 
the 22nd year he was sent to take 1 '* Jodhpur from the Rathors who 


1 ' Alamgirnama, p. 817. 

2 Maathir-i-' Alamgtri, p. (io. 

4 Op. cit., p. 106. 

6 Op. cit., p. 120. 

8 Op. at., p 13}. 

1 1 Op. ctt., p. 150. 


3 Op. cit., pp. 102, 103 
5 Op. ctt., p. 118. 

7 Op. cit., p. 127. 

10 Op. cit., p. 145, 
13 Op. cit., p. 179. 


9 Op. cit., p. 139. 
12 Op. at., p. 163. 
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had rebelled. In the 23rd year 1 2 corresponding to 1090 A.H. (1679- 
80 A.D.) he died after a long illness. 

SARDAR KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 491-494). 

His name was Sardar Bgg, and he was the son of Baqi Khan 
Qalrnaq* Chela of whom a separate account has been included. Sar- 
dar Bgg was, through good fortune, a favourite in Emperor Aurang- 
zlb’s reign, and received a suitable rank and the title of Ihtimutn Khan. 
When the Emperor went to Hasan Abdal, he was Superintendent 3 of 
Buildings at the Capital, and later was appointed Kotwal (Provost- 
Marshal) of the royal camp., He long served in this capacity in Upper 
India and in the Deccan; and as the Emperor was constantly on the 
move, he performing his duties satisfactorily gained the Emperor’s confi¬ 
dence. When Aurangabad was honoured by the arrival of the Emperor, 
he was, for a time, employed in building the city wall of that town. 
In the 28th year he was appointed Superintendent of the Meet 4 5 in 
succession to Saif Ullah Khan. As the Emperor had become assured 
of his capability and loyalty, the duties in connection with the Super¬ 
intendence of certain works ac Junair were also added to his charge. 
In the 29th year he was appointed 3 Nazir (Supervisor) of the harem 
in succession to Khidmat Khan. The Krorisbip of the market was 
also a part of his duties. When during the siege of Golconda the 
river Manjara and the other rivers were, as a result of excessive rains, 
flooded, the arrival of provisions was stopped. As a result there was 
a famine, and both the city of Haidarabad and the camp were full of 

1 Maiithir-i-‘Alamgiri, p. 187. He died on the 4 th Dhul Hijjnh 1090 
A.H. (6th January, 1680 A.D.). 

2 Maalhir-ul-Umaril, Text, I, pp. 427-429, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
380, 381. 

3 Maathir-i-Alamgiri, p. 132 where his name is given as Ihtimam Khan. 

4 Op. cit., p. 250. 

5 Op. cit., p. 274. 
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dead bodies. From morning to evening every day sweepers went on 
removing the dead bodies from around the royal quarters, and throwing 
them on the river bank, and similar accumulations were taking place 
during the night time. At this juncture the office of Karon was taken 
from Ihtimam Khan and given to Saiyid Sharif Khan of Qannauj 1 2 . 
For a long time the Emperor had suspicions of the loyalty of Prince 
Muhammad Mu'zzam also known as Shah ‘Alam, and at this time 
Khan Firiiz Jang got possession in the entrenchments of Golconda of 
letters written by him to Abul Hasan of Haidarabad, and placed them 
before the Emperor. And as the suspicions were confirmed, the 
Prince and his two elder sons, who were with him, were put into 
prison. Ihtimam Khan’s rank was raised by an increase of 500 to 
1,500, he was granted the title of Sardar Khan, and put in charge of 
the Prince"' 1 . 

They say that after some days Sardar Khan was ordered to convey 
a message to the Prince bidding him to confess his fault and beg for 
pardon, so that the Emperor might excuse his transgression. The 
Prince replied that he had committed many sins against his God and 
his father, but that he had never done what he was now charged with. 
Censure followed censure, and for six months he was not allowed to 
have his hair cut or his nails trimmed 3 . Nazir Khidmat Khan Ndib 
of Emperor Shah Jahan relying on his earlier services boldly repre¬ 
sented the case, and did not mince matters. He was permitted to 
take up measures lor his redress. After a long time when Aurangzlb’s 
wrath gradually subsided, and the unhappy mind was moved by pater¬ 
nal affection, lie several times made over to Sardar Mian the traditional 
prayers for conveyance to the Prince in order that he might make use 
of them, and that thus "our loving heart be turned towards his release, 

1 The account of the floods and the resulting famine is taken from 

Madthir-i-'Alamgiri, pp. 291, 292, where also the appointment of Saiyid Sharif 

tyhan as Krbn is recorded. 

2 Madthyr-i-'Alamgiri, pp. 293-295. 

3 ghafi £han, 11, pp. 333, 334. 
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and the Prince might be treed of the pain of separation.” One day 
Sardar Khan represented that the Prince’s release was in His Majesty’s 
power. The Emperor answered: “True, but the Master ot kings 
has made us a ruler. Wherever oppression is practised by an oppre- 
ssor on an oppressed one, I hope that the complaint by the oppressed 
would be made to us, and that we shall do justice. Oppression has, 
on account ot certain worldly accidents, been inflicted by our hand 
upon this person, but the time has not yet corne when I could release 
him. He has no refuge but the throne of the Almighty. So it is 
right to hope that he will not despair of us, and not complain to God. 
If he does, how can we escape 1 .” 

In the 31st year Sardar Khan was appointed Superintendent of the 
Elephant-stables in succession to Mu'tamad Khan. When in the 33rd 
year the Emperor went from the village of Badri to Qutbabad Galgala, 
Sardiir Khan was appointed Faujdar 2 for a circuit of 12 kos round the 
camp. In the 35th year 1103A.H. (1692 A.D.) he died 3 . He 
was, both outwardly and inwardly a loyal servant of his master and of 
the public. He was not devoid of religious feelings, and friendship for 
the poor. His son Hamld-ud-Dln Khan 4 surpassed his father and 
grandfather in reputation, as is apparent from the narrative of his life. 
He also had other children. 


SARDAR KHAN KHWAJA YADGAR 
(Vol. II, pp. 411, 412). 

He was a brother of ‘Abdullah Khan Firuz Jang 5 . In the time of 
Emperor Jahangir he received a suitable rank, and in the 5th year 

1 MaHlhir-i-Alamgir\, pp, 341. 34 2 - For □ good account of Shah ‘Alam’s 
imprisonment see also Sir Jadunath Sarkar History of Aurangzib, IV, pp. 364, 

365. 

z Of. at „ p. 335. 3 op. at., pp. 344. 345. 

4 Ma 3 lhir-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 605-611, Beveridge & Prashad’s tran¬ 
slation, I, pp. 611-614 

5 For his account see Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, II, pp. 777-789, Beveridge’s 
translation, I, pp. 97-105. 
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was granted a flag. In the 8th year 1 lie was appointed Faujdar of 
Junagarh in the province of Gujarat, and received an increase of 500 
with 300 horse in his rank. When the appointment in question was 
given to Kamil Khan Murza Khurram son of Khan A'zam Koka, the 
Emperor out of regard allowed the increase granted to Sardar Khan 
to be maintained. In the same year he was in attendance on Sultan 
Khurram in the campaign against Rana Amar Singh. In the 10th 
year he received a drum at the recommendation of ‘Abdullah Khan. 
When in that year ‘Abdullah Khan was summoned from Ahmadabad 
on account of his severity to ‘Abid Khan Bakb^shi of Gujarat—who had 
preferred a complaint—an order was issued that he should leave Sardar 
Khan as his deputy in Gujarat 2 . In the 14th year he was deputed to 
accompany Sultan Khurram on the Deccan campaign. In the 15th 
year on his return from there, he accompanied his brother to KalpI 
which had been granted to him as his fief. He died at his appointed 
time. 


SARDAR. KHAN SHAHJAHANI 
(Vol. II, pp. 437, 438). 

He was in the. service of Shah Jahan while he was a prince. 
When there was a disagreement between the Emperor and the Prince 
(Jahangir and Shah Jahan), Sardar Khan out of loyalty and sincerity 
stuck to the service of the Prince, and did not leave him at all. When 
the Prince returned from Bengal and reached Burhanpur, he summoned 
to his presence Raja Gopal Singh 3 Gaur—who had during his absence 
rendered good service in safeguarding the famous fort of Astr—and 

1 The grant of the title of Sardar Khan to him on his arrival from Gujarat 
is recorded in the account of the 8th year, see Rogers & Beveridge’s translation 
of Memoirs of labangir, I, p. 237. The increases in his rank etc. are recorded 
on p. 239. 

2 Op. at., p. 331. 

3 This is apparently incorrect, as his name in Bldshahnamtt, I, pt. i, pp 
117, 12q is given Gopal Das Gaur. 
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sent Sardar Khan there to look after it. After the accession to the 
throne, Sardar Khan was raised to the rank of 3,000 with z.ooo 1 
horse, and granted a flag and drums, and a gift of Rs. 30,000. 
When the uprooting of Jujhar Singh Bundila and the conquest of his 
territory took place, and in the beginning of the 9th year on return 
from the Deccan the Emperor encamped near Orcha, the capital of 
the state, Sardar Khan was appointed to the charge of the fort of 
Dhilmunl, which had been built by Jujhar Singh’s father. That 
pargana was granted to him in fief, and the administration of the 
area was placed in his charge 2 . In the 14th year he was appointed 
to the charge of the two Bangashes 3 . In the 17th year he was 
promoted as the Governor of Malwa, and his rank was increased to 
4,000 with 3,000 horse' 1 . Later he was made Tiydldar (fief-holder) 
of Churagarh 5 , but as he could not manage it properly, he was soon 
removed from this office. In the 26th year he was appointed 
Governor of Tatta (Sindh), but Ire died en route in 1063 A.H. 8 
(1653 A.D.). 


SARFRAZ KHAN CHAGHTA’ 

(Vol. II, pp. 421-423). 

He was the grandson of Musahib Beg 7 of Humayun’s reign whose 
account has alrtady been recorded. Emperor Akbar used to call him 
by his grandfather’s name. In the beginning of his reign Emperor 
Jahangir favoured him because of his ancestry, and appointing him 
to a suitable rank granted him the title of Sarfraz Khan, and made 
him Faujddr of Pattan in Gujarat. In the 12th year his rank was 
2,000 foot with 1,000 horse*, and at the end of that Emperor’s reign 

1 BadshabnJma I, pt. ii, p. 117. 2 Op, cit., p. 123. 

3 Badshanama, II, p. 223. 4 Op. cit., p, 378. 

5 Op. cit., p. 425. He was appointed fief-liolder of Dhamutii & Churagarh, 

6 ‘ Amal Salih, III, p. 154. 

7 Ma 3 thir-ul~Umara, Text, III, pp. 179-181, translation ante a pp. 321-323. 

8 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Ttlzuk-i-lahangiri, I, p. 413. 
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he had the rank of 3,000 foot with 2,000 horse. After Shah Jahan s 
accession he, in the 2nd year, was promoted to the rank of 4,000 foot 
with 3,000 horse'. In the 4th year he paid his respects, and was 
permitted to proceed to his fief. In the 1 2th year corresponding to 
1049 A.H. (1639 A.D.) he 2 died. One of his sons was Sardar 
Khan whose real name was DildSsc. In the 20th year of Shah 
Jahan’s reign his rank was 1,000 foot with 700 horse 3 , and he was 
one of the auxiliaries of the Gujarat province. In the 28th year, 
at the recommendation of Sultan Murad Bakhsh, he was promoted 
to the rank of 1,500 foot with 1,000 horse, and appointed Tbanadar 
of Bijapur in the Sarkar of Pattau. When the said prince, during 
limperor Shah Jahan's illness, assumed the insignia of sovereignty, 
and then in response to Aurangzib’s summons started (for Agra), 
Sardar Khan accompanied him. When Murad Bakhsh was imprisoned, 
he joined ‘Alamglr’s service, received the title of Sardar Khan, and 
was appointed Faujdar of Pattan. Later, when Dara Shikoh after 
the battle of Ajmer proceeded towards Gujarat, he did not forego his 
allegiance, rather joining a force he captured Saiyid Ahmad, the 
brother of Saiyid Jalal Bokharl, whom Dara Shikoh had appointed 
Governor of Gujarat and imprisoned him. He also fortified the city 
and fortress, and offered strong resistance. As a reward his rank was 
raised to 2,500 foot with 2,500 horse of which 500 were two horse, 
three-horse troopers 4 5 . In the 4th year, he was summoned to the Court, 
and appointed Faujdar and fief-holder of Broach 1 '. In the 10th year 
when he was appointed Faujdar of Juuagarh, and Islamabad was also 
assigned to his charge. His rank was advanced to 3,000 foot with 
3,000 horse, of which 2,500 were two-horse, three-horse troopers. 


1 Bachbahnama, I, [>t. i, p. 2(i~j. 

2 Badsbdhnama, II, p. 149, lie was the i'aujdar of Pattan when he died. 

3 Op. cit., p. 733. 

4 ‘Alamgirndma, p. 213, hut his rank there is stated as 2,000, with 1,500 
horse of which 1,000 were 2-horse, 3-horse troopers; later, p. 345, his rank was 
raised to 2,500 with 2,500 horse. 

5 Op. cit., p. 629. 
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Another son was Dildar. He in the end of Emperor Shah Jahan’s 
reign had the rank of 800 foot with 600 horse, and in the beginning 
of Emperor Aurangzib’s reign received the title of Khan. 

SARFRAZ KHAN DECCANI 
(Vol. II, pp. 469-473). 

He was of distinguished lineage, and it is stated that he belonged 
to the Quraish family. His ancestors came to the Deccan from holy 
Medina, and after undergoing many hardships entered the service of 
the Nizam Shahls. Sarfraz was granted the title of Sarfraz Khan 
and having attained the rank of an Amir became famous. When 
Malik ‘Ambar rose to the head of the government and became 
Commander-in-chief of the forces, he was appointed head of the 
Telingana Army. When NasTri Khan Khan Dauran set himself in 
the 4th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign to take the fort of Qanda- 
har—which for its size and impregnability was one of the leading 
forts of the country—Sarfraz Khan who had arranged his forces 
between the town and the fort, and had placed the artillery in front, 
bravely attacked him in that area. The brave attackers were greeted 
with a heavy barrage of artillery and musket fire from the fort and 
the ground. Khan Dauran and his companions fought bravely 
and killed many of the enemy. Some whose time had not yet 
arrived, saved their lives by Right. Sarfraz Khan abandoned his 
bag and baggage, and with a few followers escaped and joined the 
Nizam Shahl troops—which under the command of Muqarrab Khan 
and Bahlol Khan in company with Randaula Khan ‘Add Khanl had 
arrived near the fort to reinforce the garrison. The town came into 
the possession 1 of the imperialists. As the fortune of the Nizam 
Shahl dynasty was declining, its arrangements fell into disorder, and 
at this time Muqarrab Khan alias Rustam Khan DeccanI, the 
Commander-in-chief of the Nizam Shahl forces, through his good 
fortune entered the imperial service. Sarfraz Khan also followed rhe 

1 Badshahiiama, I, pt, i, pp. 374. 375- 
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same course, and was appointed to the rank of 4,000 foot with 3,000 
horse 1 . He came to Upper India in attendance on Emperor Shah 
jahan, but took leave to serve in his native country—to which he was 
greatly attracted and attached and did not again leave it. He had 
pargana Lohgaon in Nandair as his fief. He made the village of 
Balol! in that pargana as his home, and made it famous above all 
the nearby villages by erecting there a fine mosque and other build¬ 
ings. He served for some thirty to forty years. Though he did 
noc perform any outstanding service, yet he did not lose his position. 
He always served diligently under Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb 
Bahadur during the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan. When the said 
Prince went off to war with Dara Shikoh, Sarfraz Khan was raised 
to the rank of 3,ooo 2 , and despite his objections had to accompany 
him with the Deccan auxiliaries. When in the pth year of Emperor. 
AurangzTb’s reign Mirza Raja Jai Singh, Governor of the Deccan, 
proceeded to devastate the Bljapur territory, the fort of Mangalvide 3 , 
which was on the bank of the Bhimra (Bhima river), and 16 kos 
from Bljapur, was captured by the exertions of Nctu the Commander- 
in-chief of Shivaji's army. Mirza Raja appointed Udai Singh 
Bhadauriyah to the charge of the fort, and made Sarfraz Khan the 
Faujdar of the district 4 , and marched forward. 

About the same time Sharza Khan Bljapur! came with 6,000 
cavalry to attack the fort of Mangalvide. Though the. Raja had 
strictly enjoined Sarfraz Khan to exercise all due care and foresight, 
and not to engage if the enemy came with a strong force, but to 

1 Dadshabnama, I, pt. ii, p. 297. 

2 See 'Alamgirnama, p, 47 where his rank after promotion is given as 
5,000 with 4,ooo horse. 

3 Matigalpira in the Text, Mangalpahra in fjhafi j£han, II, p. 192, and 
Mangalbcdh in ‘Alamgirnama and Maathird-'Alamgtri. The correct name is 
Mangalvide as given in Sir Jadunath Sarkar’s Shivaji, p. 331 and Cambridge 
History of India, IV, p. 284. 

4 ‘Alamgirnama, p. 992. Nctajt the name of Shivaji's general is given as 
Nctii in the Text. 
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take shelter in the fort, but, he out of impetuousity and valour, 
engaged with them in battle at the head of a small force, and after 
much fighting was killed. After this event his sons with the remain¬ 
ing soldiers and elephants etitered the fort, and found shelter there 1 . 
Sarfraz Khan was a grey beard. He was very economical ( salamat 2 
tavt ), and neither harmed nor helped any one. He had five sons. 
Two of them Husain Khan and Muhammad Purdil Khan lefe descen¬ 
dants. Husain Khan, who was the eldest, received the title of 
Sarfraz Khan after the death of his father, and having acquitted 
himself bravely was killed in the battle of Malkhair 3 (Malkhed), 
which DilCr Khan fought with the ‘Add Shahls. His sons were 
Murad Ullah Khan, and Burhan Ullah Khan. The latter about 
the end of the reign of Aurangzib was the Faujdar of Nusratabad 
Sakkar (Sagar). In the 49th year he was removed from there, and 
the Faujddri with the government of Bijapiir was assigned to Chin 
Qullj Khan Bahadur. In the end he was in great distress. Nawab 
Asaf Jah made him for sometime, after the battle with *Alam ‘Ali 
Khan, the Superintendent of Branding and Musters. He was an 
elegant ( rangln ) man, and was very intimate with the author. He 
died a natural death at Aurangabad. As long as he lived, the town 
of Baloll, despite his quarrels with his brothers, formed their jdgir. 
At present this also has been taken from them. 

SARFRAZ KHAN SAIYID LATIF 
(Vol. II, pp. 499, 500). 

At first he was in the service of the Bljapur rulers. In the 20th 
year of Emperor Aurangzlb’s reign he, at the recommendation of Diler 
Khan Dadzai entered the royal service, and gradually attained a high 

1 'Alamgirndma pp. 995, 996. Also see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of 
Aurangzib, IV, p. iiz. 

2 Apparently implying that he was prudent and of a retired disposition. 

} Battle of Malkhed, situated some 20 miles to the cast of Gulbarga, in 
September 1677. See Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit. p. 147. 
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rank, and received the title of Sarfraz 1 Khan. In the 27th year he 
was deputed with Muhammad ‘Azam Shah for besieging Bljapur, and 
after rhe victory was honoured by the gift of an elephant. Later he 
was in attendance on Muhammad Kam Bakhsh—who was at Sakkhar 
and had been appointed to assist Dhulfiqar Khan who was besieging 
Gingee. Afterwards he was appointed commandant and Faujdar of 
Nusratabad Sakkhar 2 . In the 40th year he was removed 3 from this 
post, and in the 43rd year' 1 5 6 he was appointed with Muhammad Bidar 
Bakhsh to pursue Rama Bhonsle, and rendered good service. He was 
later dismissed from his rank on account of some fault, but in the 
47th year, at the request of Muhammad Kam Bakhsh, he was s rein¬ 
stated in the rank of 6,000 with 5,000 horse. After that he rendered 
good service in the pursuit of Bed*' (Pidia) Na’ik and as a reward in 
the 50th year his rank was increased to 6,000 with 6,000 horse 7 . 
After the death of Emperor Aurangzib he was killed by a bullet while 
he was attacking a village. His son was Sarafraz Khan Saiyid Amin, 
who in Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jih’s time was the Governor of Haidara- 
bad; he built houses in Musta'idpura outside the city. After lus 
death his grandson inherited a small fief. At the time of writing he 
too is dead. 


1 In Khafi £han, II, p. 291, his name is given as Latif Shall. 

2 It is spelt as Sakkhar and Sakk.ir in Mdatbir i-'Alnmgifi, p. 304 where it 
is stated that the place was named Nusratgarh, p. 307. Its situation is given as 
between Bljapur and Haidarabad. It is really Sagar some 72 miles east of 
Bijapur city, see Sir Jaduuath Sarkar, Hist ary of Aurangzib, V. p. 216. 

3 Maathir-i-'Alamgirt, p. 384. 

4 Of. cit., p. 41 1. 

5 This was in the 48th year, see Ma 3 thir-i - 1 Alamgiri , p. 480. 

6 Bed in Text should he I’idia for whom see Sir Jaduuath Sarkar’s excell¬ 
ent account in the work cited pp. 218-234. 

7 Maathir-i-'Alamgtri, p. 5 1 3 - 
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SATRSAL' BUN DTLA 
(Vol. II, pp. 510-51 2). 

He was the son of Champat Bundila, who after Jujhar Singh was 
killed, and his territory confiscated to die state, stirred up strife there, 
and attacked and plundered the country. In the 12th year 1 2 of 
Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign ‘Abdullah Khan Firuz Jang was appointed 
to chastise him, and in the 15th year 3 Raja Bahar Singh Bundila was 
deputed for the same duty. As Champat Bundila had long been in 
the service of Blr Singh Deo and Jujhar Singh, he abandoned the idea 
of turbulence, and for a time became his (Pahar Singh’s) servant. 
Afterwards he entered the service of Sultan Data Shikoh*. When 
AurangzTb started for Upper India in 1068 A,H. (1658 A.D.), he, 
after the battle with Maharaja Jaswant Singh and through the inter¬ 
mediation of Subh Karan Bundila entered Aurangzib’s service, and was 
appointed to a high rank 3 . When the Emperor returned from Multan 
to oppose Sultan Shuja 1 5 , he was attached 15 to the contingent of Khalil 
Ullah Khan, the Governor of Lahore. As he was innately seditious, 
he ran 7 away to his home from there, and took to highway robbery. 
As the Emperor had great affairs, such as the opposing of Sultan 
Shuja*, the chastisement of the Maharaja, and the encountering of 
Dara Shikoh, on hand, he winked at the transgression, but at the time 


1 For the traditional history of Champat and Satrasal, or Chhatur Sal, 
see Pogson —History of the Boomlclas (Calcutta, 1828). It is stated (p. 105) 
that he had 13 children alive, while according to tradition he had 5 ^ suns. 
His mausoleum is at Chutturpur (Panna) where he died in December, 1731, at 
the age of 82 years. 

2 11th year in the Text, but 12th in Badshahnama which has been 
adopted, see pp. 136, 137 of vol. II* 

3 End of the 1 ith year in Text, but 15th in Badshahnama. I, p. 303. 

4 Of. cit., p. 304. 

5 ‘Alamgtrnama, p. 78. He was appointed to the rank af 1,000 with 
500 horse. 

6 Of. cit.. p. 217. 


7 Of. cit., p, 301. 
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of the march to Ajmer he sent Subhkarn Bundlla and ocher Rajas to 
chastise him. After disposing of! the claims to the share of the 
sovereignty, Aurangzlb in the 4th year sent Raja DebI Singh to over¬ 
throw him. He got frightened, and hid himself from day to day. 
Raja Sujan Singh — who was attached to the Bengal contingent—made 
enquiries and ascertained that he was hiding in the village of Sahrah 
the home of Raja Indraman Dhandera. Accordingly they hurried to 
summon him. The men got frightened, and cutting off his head sent 
it to the Court'. After him Satrsal, who held a minor post, went off 
to ShivajT Bhdnsle, who sent him to his native country. There he, 
according to the hereditary custom, stirred up turbulence. In the 
22nd year Raja Jaswant Singh Bundlla was sent to punish him. 
Thereupon he undertook to take up imperial service, and in the 44th 
year was appointed 2 Commandant of the fort of A‘zam Tara alias 
Satara. In the 48th year, he deserted to his home. In the 49th 
year, at the solicitation of l : iruz Jang his offence was pardoned, 
and he was appointed to the rank of 4,000. After the death 
of Emperor Aurangzib lie retired to his own estates, and though 
in the reign of Emperor Bahadur Shah Farmdns recalling him were 
issued, he did not come. But after the return of Emperor Bahadur 
Shah from the Deccan he joined the imperial army, and was appointed 
to the forces which were to act against the Guru who was the leader 
of the Sikhs. In the time of Emperor Muhammad Shah, when Muham¬ 
mad Khan Batigash led an army against him and forcibly took posses¬ 
sion of some imperial estates and reduced his power, he intrigued with 
die Marathas in Malwa, and with their assistance marched against 
him and besieged him in GarhI. After four months, the Marathas 
on account of an outbreak of plague returned, but he continued with 
the siege for another three months. At last peace was arranged 3 . 

1 The account of Dcbi Singh’s campaign against Champat Bundlla is based 
on ‘ Alamgtrnamd , pp. 632, 633. 

2 Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 4 ^ 4 - 

3 For a good account of the Bundclkhand campaign see Irvine Later 
Mnghals , 11 , pp. 230-241. Carlo should be Jaipur, where Muhammad Khan 
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Thcy say that he had many children. One of his sons was Kanwar 
Khan Chand, who was with Nizam-ul-Muik Asaf Jab in the Deccan, 
and had pargana Sherpur in Berar as his fief. 

(RAO) SATRSAL HARA 
(Vol. II, pp. 260-263). 

He was the grandson of Rao Ratan'. His father GopI Nath had 
a slender body, but was so strong that he would sit between two 
branches of a tree, each of them of the thickness of the centre pole 
of an awning ( Shamiana ), and putting his foot on one, and his back 
against the other part them asunder. As a result of these improper 
exertions he fell ill and died during his father’s life-time. When 
Rao Ratan died in the 4th year of llmperor Shah Jahan’s reign, 
Satrsal was made his successor according to the Rajput custom, 
according to which if the eldest son was dead, his son succeeded. The 
Emperor appointed him to the rank of 3,000 with 2,000 horse, 
gave him the title of Rao, and the fief of Bundi and Ranker and 
the neighbouring parganas which formed the home territory of Rao 
Ratan 2 . When lie came from the Balaghat and did homage, he 
presented 40 elephants, which had belonged to his grandfather. 
Eighteen, the value of which was 2 lakhs of rupees were kept and 
the rest returned. He was granted a robe of honour, a horse with 
silver trappings, and a flag and drums’. Later he was appointed to 
the Deccan, and in company with Khan Zaman he, in the 6th year, 
distinguished himself by his loyal service in the siege of Daulatabad 
by superintending the batteries, providing aid wherever required, and 
bringing in provisions from Zafarnagar 4 . 

with his small force was besieged till on signing a written agreement he was 
allowed to evacuate. 

For the earlier career of Satrasa! see Irvine, loc. at. pp. 228-230. 

1 See Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, 11. pp. 208-211, translation anlca, pp, 
603-605. 

2 Taken fram Biidshahnama, I, pt. i, pp. 401, 402. 

3 Op.cit., p. 417. 4 Op. cit., pp. 503, 505, 510, 519. 
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One night the Deccanls finding the defenders off their guard 
attacked the quarters of Khan Zaman of which the Rao had charge. 
He stood firm and bravely defended the place. The Deccanls retired 
after killing the brother’s son of Bahlfil. In the yth year he performed 
valiant deeds in the siege of Parenda 1 . In the 8th year when the 
government of the Balaghat was entrusted to Khan Zaman, the Rao 
was attached 1 to him. In the 9th year when the Emperor proceeded 
to Klundesh to chastise Sahu Bhonslc and for comforting his Deccan 
subjects, the Rao and Khan Zaman joined 3 him after his arrival near 
Burhanpur. Later when three armies were sent out under the 

commands of three leading officers, the Rao was placed in the van 

of the army under Khan Zaman, and at all times and in all places he 
with the said Khan exerted bravely in the chastisement of the 
malcontents. In his absence (gbdibdna i.e. without personally appear¬ 
ing at the Court) his rank was advanced to 3,000 foot with 3,000 
horse by an increase 4 of 1,000 horse. After having spent a few 

years in the Deccan he came 5 in the 15th year to the Court in 

attendance on Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Governor of the Deccan. 
In the same year he was deputed 1 ’ with Sultan Dara Shikoh to the 
Qandahar campaign. On his return in the 18th year he was granted 
a robe of honour, and was permitted to go to his country 7 . In the 
19th year he* went with Prince Murad Bakhsh on the campaign to 
Balkh and Badakhshan. When the said Prince on account of inexperi¬ 
ence left that country, the Rao returned to Peshawar either on account 
of the unsuitability of the climate or from love for his native country. 
The Emperor ordered the Attock officers not to allow him to cross 8 
(the Indus). In the 20th year when Sultan Aurangzlb was appointed 
to that province, he accompanied him, and distinguished himself in 
the fights with the Ozbegs and Alamanan. When the Prince by 


1 Batlsbabnama, I, pt. ii, pp. 33-47. 
3 Op. cit., p. 135. 

5 Bddsbaknama, II, p. 284, 

7 Op. cit., pp. 387, 388. 

9 Op. cit., p. 633. 


2 Op, Cit; p. 63, 

4 Op. cit., p. 177. 

6 Op. Cit; p. 293. 

8 Op. Cit; p. 484. 
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his father’s orders made over the province to Nadhar Muhammad, 
and returned to Kabul, the Rao was summoned to the Court from 
Kabul, and he arrived there in the 21st year; he paid his respects 
and was allowed to go to his home. In the 22nd year he was 
summoned to the Court, and granted the rank of 3,500 foot with 
3,5)00 horse, and sent 1 with Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb on the 
campaign to Qandahar, which had passed into the hands of the 
Iranians. He was sent with Rustam Khan and Qullj Khan to Bust, 
and fought bravely 2 in the battle with the Iranians. In the 25th 
year with the said Prince 3 , and in the 26th year with 4 Prince Dara 
Shikoh he was again sent on the same expedition. In the 29th year 
he was appointed to the Deccan, which province had been assigned 
to Prince Aurangzlb, and 111 the taking of the forts of Bidar and 
KalyanI had frequent encounters with the Deccanis, and performed 
valuable services through bravely sticking firmly to his allotted 
positions. In the 31st year when there was a change of affairs, and 
Sultan Dara Shikoh in spite of the counter orders of Shah Jahan, 
appointed strict Sazawals for sending back' to the Court the officers 
who had been deputed to the Deccan and thus in spite of the fact 
that Sultan Aurangzlb was busy with the siege of Bljapur and was 
within a day or two of taking it, the Rao left without the Prince’s 
leave, and returned to the Court. In the battle near Agra in 1068 
A.H. (1658 A.D.) between the two Princes he was 0 in Dara Shikoh’s 
vanguard. He performed great deeds of valour, and courageously 
attacked the centre of Sultan Aurangzlb’s army, where he was slain 
by the brave warriors of that force 7 . 


1 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 71. 2 Op. tit., p. 89. 

3 Op. cit., p. 139. 4 'ALimgirn 3 ma, p. 29. 

5 Op. cit., p. 95. 

6 See Sir Jadunath Sarknr’s History of Aurangzib, I, p. 403. His name 
there is given as Chhatra Sal. See also Toil, Rajasthan (1914 edn.), II, pp. 388, 

3 8 9 - 

7 Op. cit., p, 157. 
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SAZAWAR KHAN 
(Vol. 11 , pp. 438-441). 

I Ie was the son of Lashkar Khan Abul Hasan whose account 1 2 
has been included in this work. In the 1st year of Emperor Shah 
Jahan’s reign he was given the rank" of 1,000 with 500 horse, and 
when his father was appointed Governor of Kabul, he was attached 
to him, and went with the advance force. After the suppression of 
Nadhar Muhammad Khan, the ruler of Balkh, in that province, he 
was rewarded with an increase of 500 with 100 horse, and in the 3rd 
year his rank was advanced to 2,000 with 700 horse. Afterwards, 
he appeared at the Court in the Deccan, and in the 4th year was 
appointed to assist ‘Azam Khan, who had requested for his appoint¬ 
ment. His rank was increased to 2,300 with 1,000 horse. In the 
3th year he went off to his father who had been appointed Governor 
of Delhi. In the 6th year he had an increase of 1,000 horse, and 
was granted a flag and drums, and appointed Faujdar 3 of the LakhI 
Jangal in succession to Jan Nithar Khan. In the 8th year he was 
removed 4 5 6 from there, and in the 9th year when the Emperor went 
to the Deccan, lie was appointed 11 with Kluin Dauran to devastate 
Adil Khan’s territories, hie rendered good service in the siege and 
capture of the fort of Ausa c , and as a reward received in the 10th 
year an increase of 500 horse. In the 13th year 7 he was promoted 
to the rank of 3,000 with 2,500 horse. In the 15th year he came 
to the Court from the Deccan“ in attendance on Sultan Aurangzib 
Bahadur, and went with Sultan Dura Shikdh when he left for Qanda- 

1 Maathir-ul-LJm.ira, Text, 111 , pp 163-168, Beveridge & Prashad’s 
translation, 1, pp. 831-834. 

2 Badsbiibnenna, 1 , pt. i, p. in 

3 Op. cit., p. 476. 

4 Bddshabndma, I, pt. ii, p. 64. 

5 Id., p. 136 

6 Udgir in Biulshdhndma, I, pt. ii, pp. 217, 218. 

7 Bddshabndma, II, p. 205. 


8 Id., p. 204. 
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har with the intention of fighting with the ruler of Iran. In the 
17th year, he was appointed 1 Governor of Junair on the death of 
Sipahdar Khan. Probably he was also Faujdar of Sultiinpur and 
Nandurbar, which office was taken from him in the 22nd year. 
As he was ill for a long time, lie was deprived of his rank. In the 
29th year after recovering his health he came to the Court, and was 
appointed to the rank of 3,000 with 1,200 horse, and made Faujdar 
of Tirhut, and received many of its estates in fief in succession to 
‘Abdur Rasul son of ‘Abdullah Khan Bahadur. After reaching there 
he died in 1065 A.H. (1655 A.D.). His son Shafqat Ullah, at 
the end of Shah Jahan’s reign had the rank of 500 with 150 horse. 
In the 28th year he was appointed Commandant of the fort of Trim- 
bak in the Deccan, and in the 31st year was promoted as Superinten¬ 
dent of the Bangash. In the 1st year of Aurangzlb’s reign he was 
exalted by promotion to the rank of 1,000 with 250 horse, and granted 
the title of his father 2 . In the 16th year when Shuja'at Khan Ra‘dan- 
daz Khan went to chastise the Afghans of the Khaibar, he was sent as 
second-in-command of the artillery. In the 17th year he accompa¬ 
nied 3 Sultan Muhammad Akbar, who had been appointed to 
proceed to Kabul by the route of Kohat. In the 21st year he was 
appointed Faujdar of Qanauj 4 . Later he was, for a while, under 
censure, but in the 28th year he was pardoned, and appointed 5 6 2nd 
Mir Tiizuk. He died in the 29th year 0 . His son Rahmat Ullah 
received a mourning robe. 


1 Id., p. 378. 

2 ‘Alamgirnama, p. 127. His father’s death iti Bihar is also recorded on 
the same page. 

3 Mailthir-i-‘AIrttnpiri, p. 136. 

4 Id., p. 163. 

5 Id., p. 255. 

6 Id., p. 267, The name of his son is not mentioned there. 
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SHADT khan ozbeg 
(V ol. It, pp. 661, 662). 

lie was a Mansabtlar during the „reign of Emperor Shah Jahan, 
and was posted to the fort of Qaiulahar. In the 22nd year corres¬ 
ponding to 1058 A. 11 . (1648 A.D.) when the King of Iran came to 
take the fort, and encamped in the garden of Ganj ‘All Khan, Shadl 
Khan had charge of the Wais Qaran Gate on behalf of Khwwas Khan 
the Commandant of the fort. After the siege had lasted a long time, 
lie turned unfaithful to his salt, and following the path of disgrace 
allied himself with the enemy. He also led away Qibchaq Khan—whose 
account has been written separately—from the straight path. With 
some other Mansabdars he went to the Commandant of the fort and 
represented that as the roads were blocked by snow there was no hope 
of reinforcements reaching them, and that from the energy with which 
the Iranian army was conducting the siege it was evident that the fort 
would soon be captured. After that they would have neither any 
chance of safety for themselves, nor could they hope to rescue their 
children and families. The Commandant, who had lost courage, 
instead of using his sword contented himself with admonishing them. 

Verse 

Whenever it is essential for you to prescribe an operation! 

If you apply an ointment (instead), it is of no avail. 

Then lie retired to his house. After a few days he sent a mes¬ 
sage to the Commandant that a person by the name of Muhammad 

1 The account appears to be based on ‘Antal Salih, III, pp. 73-77. The 
date of surrender of the fort of Qaiulahar is given there as 8th .Safr—see also 
Khafi {£han, I, pp. 688, 689 where the date is 9th Safr 1059 A.H. The year 
1056 A.I I. as given in the Text of Mnat_bir above, is a mistake for 1059 A.H. 
as Shadi f£han was appointed to Qandahar only in 1058 A.H. Sec also Banarsi 
Prasad Saksena’s History of Shah Jahan, pp. 224, 225 where the date of 
surrender of the fort is given as February 11, 1649. Sec a l s0 Cambridge 
History of India, [V, p. 204. For Qibchaq Kb an see Maathir-ul-U mara. Text, 
III, pp. 82-85, translation, antca, pp. 524-526 
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Beg with Sharaf-ud-Dln—who was the Superintendent of buildings 
and stores of the fort of Bust—had come on behalf of the ruler of Iran 
with some messages, and had brought four letters. The Commandant 
sent Mlralt Hasan Bakhshl to send back the messenger. When MTrak 
Hasan reached the Gate, he found that Shad I Khan had seated Muha¬ 
mmad Beg mside the Gate, anti that Qibchaq Khan and a number of 
Mansabilars were also sitting there. Accordingly he returned and 
informed the Commandant. He sent his writer (Lashkar navis ) to 
take charge of Muhammad Beg, and to send Qibchaq Khan and Shad! 
Khan to him. When they arrived, he asked them why they admitted 
an enemy (inside the fort) without his permission. They replied that 
he brought some letters, and it did not seem right to send him back 
without seeing them. The Commandant went himself to the Gate, 
and read the letters. When he learnt that the fort of Bust had been 
taken, he agreed to five days (i.e. surrender on the fifth day). On 
the 5th day 281)1 Safi- 1056 A.H. (5th April, 1646 A.D.) ShadI 
Khan made over the Wais Qaran Gate to ‘All Quli Khan, the leader 
of the King of Iran’s forces, and himself went with Qibchaq Khan to 
the King of Iran. 

SHAHAM KHAN JALAIR 1 
(Vol. II, pp. 603-605). 

He was one of the old officers of Emperor Akbar. His father 
Baba Beg Jalair had rendered good services for the dynasty. Emperor 
Humayun appointed him the Governor of Jaunpur. As the climate 
of Bengal suited that Prince, the gates of pleasure and enjoyment were 
opened. Jalal Khan also known as Salim Shah in accordance with his 
father Sher Shah’s instructions arrived at Jaunpur, and besieged it. 
Baba Beg defended the place with bravery* and skill. Afterwards in 

1 Blochmann in his translation of A’tn, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 450, 451 publish¬ 
ed a more detailed biography of Shaham Khan Jalair. 

z Akbarnama, Icxt, I, pp. 153, 1 54 > Beveridge's translation, I, p. 336 
Jalal Khan however succeeded in taking possession of Jaunpur, see S. K. Banerji's 
Humayttn Badshab, I, p. 220. 



«/ Umara\ Shaham Khan Jalair 729 

the affair of the Chaim ferry in 946 A.H. (1539 A.D.) when ShCr 
Shah attacked Humayun’s camp unawares and defeated him, and 
Humayun fled in confusion to Agra, he appointed Baba Beg to escort 
HajI B^gam and other ladies of the harem. The royal soul was 
killed 1 at the door of the royal enclosure by the Afghans. Shaham 
Khan by his good and devoted service under Emperor Akbar attained 
the rank of Amir. When he was deputed with Khan Khanan Mun'im 
Khan for the conquest of Bengal, it so happened that the Khan 
Khanan died there, and the officers for protecting the country selected 
him as their leader 2 . After this, in the 32nd year, his fief in Garh 
was fixed in accordance with a rank of 3,000. Later he was favoured 
by the Emperor by appointment as Governor of Delhi. When after 
a stay of fourteen years in the Panjab, in the 43rd year, Delhi became 
the seat of royalty, it was reported that Shaham Khan had made over 
the administration of the place to some greedy persons, and was him¬ 
self spending the time in idleness. He was censured and placed in the 
background 3 (i.e. removed from office). In the Asir campaign in the 
Dcccan, in accordance with the royal orders, he collected equipments, 
and arrived quickly. As a result he was again exalted with favours 4 . 
During the siege he died of dysentery in the 45th year in the month 
of Dhul Hij)ah 1009 A.H. (May, 1601 A.D. 5 ). 


1 Akbarnama , Text, I, p. 159. Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 343. See also 
Bancrji op. cit., p. 232, 

2 Akharnama, Text, III, p. 160, Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 226-228. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, p. 749, translation, p. nr 8 . 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 772, translation, p. 1154. 

5 Op. cit.. Text, p. 774, translation, p. 1156. In regard to his death see 

Beveridge's note 2 on p. 1156 and Index, p. 56 from which it would he seen 

that he died in August, 1600. 
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SHAHAMAT KHAN SAIYID QASIM BARAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 681-683). 

Originally he was in the service of Dara Shikoh, and with his 
headquarters in the fort of Allahabad he looked after the administra¬ 
tion of that province on his behalf. When Dara Shikoh after being 
defeated went to the Panjab, Aurangzib sent Khan Dauran Saiyid 
Mahmud to take the fort (of Allahabad) either by negotiation or by 
force. Meanwhile Muhammad Shuja' in accordance with the agree¬ 
ment with Aurangzib had taken possession of the province of Bihar, 
and while Aurangzib was in the Panjab pursuing Dara Shikoh, 
Muhammad Shuja' advanced on finding the capital deserted, and the 
Governors of the forts of Rohtas and Chunar—who held these forts 
on behalf of Dara Shikoh—made these over to Muhammad Shuja' in 
accordance with instructions in letters from Data Shikoh written after 
his flight. Saiyd Qasim also informed Muhammad Shuja' about this 
arrangement 1 , and when the latter came to Allahabad, went and 
waited upon him. He was 2 with him in battle, but after his defeat 
returned before him to Allahabad, which Muhammad Shuja' had left 
under his charge. After Muhammad Shuja' arrived there he sagaci¬ 
ously refused to surrender the strong fort to him. When news was 
received of the approach of Prince Muhammad Sultan and Mu'azzam 
Khan—who had been appointed to pursue Shuja'—he sought an 
alliance with Khan Dauran, and made the surrender of the fort a means 
of attaining his intercession 3 . In accordance with the royal orders he 
reached the Court in the 1 st year, and paid his respects. He was 
honoured by the grant of a robe of honour, the rank of 3,000 with 
1,000 horse, and the title of Shahamat Khan 4 . In the 2nd year he 

1 The above account of the surrenders of the forts of Rohtas and Chunar 
to Shuja* by Ram Singh and 'Abdul Jalii, the Commandants of the forts on 
behalf of Dara Shikoh. and the offer by Saiyid Qasim Khan to surrender the 
fort of Allahabad to nim is taken from 'Alamgirnama, p. 225. 

2 Op. cit., p. 257. 

3 Op. cit., pp. 285, 286. 


4. Op. cit., pp. 303. 304. 
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was appointed Tbanadar of Ghaznin' in succession to ShamshSr Khan 
Tarln. In the 4th year he was removed from there, and nominated 
as an auxiliary of the province of Kabul. In the 6th year he was 
exalted by being appointed 1 2 to the charge of the fort of Kabul. He 
was for a long time in that country. Sometimes he was in charge and 
at ocher times he was only included amongst officers appointed to that 
province. He died in the 24th 1 year. Nnsrat Yar Khan, his brother’s 
son attained a high rank m the tune of Emperor Muhammad Shah, 
but did not accomplish anything. 

SHAHBAZ KHAN alias SHERD ROHILA 
(Vol. II, pp. 650, 651). 

In die 1.st year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he received the 
title' 1 5 * of Shahbaz Khan, and was deputed''’ with Mahabat Khan when 
he was sent to chastise Nadhr Muhammad Khan the ruler of Balkh, 
who was creating a disturbance round about Kabul. Afterwards he 
was sent with ‘Abdullah Khan to chastise Jujhar Singh Bundlla who 
had rebelled for the first time. In the 3rd year he was appointed to 
Basim along with Rao Ratan Hara, and granted 0 a flag. Afterwards 
he went 7 to the fore of Qandahar in the Deccan with Naslrl Khan, 
and rendered good service in its capture. Then he went 8 with A’zam 
Khan to Bhalkl and Chatkoha in Bidar, and in the 4LI1 year corres¬ 
ponding to 1040 A.H. (1630 A.D.) he was killed with his son in 
royal service in a battle which ensued during a foraging expedition 
when Bahadur Khan Rohila and Yusuf Muhammad Khan of Tash- 

1 Alamgirnama, p. 341. 

2 Op. cit.. p. 8 $ 4 - 

3 His appointment as the Commandant of the Kabul fort in the 24th year 
is recorded in Maiirfnr-i-‘Alamgtri, p. 196, and the appointment of his successor 
in die same year on p. 207. 

4 Badsbabtiama, I, pt. i, p. 204. 

5 Op. cit., p. 213, 

7 op . at., p. 374. 


6 Op. cit., p. 298. 
8 Op. cit., p. 379. 
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kand were taken prisoners by the Dcccanls'. He had attained the 
rank 8 of 3,000 with 2,000 horse. 

SHAHBAZ KHAN KAMBO 3 4 
(Vol. II, pp. 590-601). 

H e* was sixth in descent from Haji Jamal, who was a disciple 
of Makhdum Baha’-ud-Dln Zakria of Multan. It is stated that a 
darwesh asked the Makhdum to give him, for the love of Gpd, an 
asbraft in the name of each of the prophets. The Makhdum was 
perplexed and the Haji said to him, “Make over the man to me.” 
He took him to his home and said, “Mention the name of each pro* 
phet, and receive an asbraft". The darwesh named ten or twenty, and 
received an asbraft for each, and then humbly confessed that he could 
not name any more. When this was reported to the Makhdum, he 
blessed HajI Jamal by saying that no one of his descendants would 
ever have a deficient mtellccc. Accordingly most men of the Kambu 
family are famed throughout India for the sharpness of their intellect. 
Shahbaz Khan 3t first passed his days like his ancestors in asceticism 
and as a darwesh. Later, he discharged so well the duties of the Kut- 
wdl, that his work met with the approval of die Emperor Akbar, and he 
was promoted from the rank of 100 to that of an Amir, and appointed 
Mir-Tiizuk, In the 16th year when Lashkar Khan, the Chief Bakh- 
sht, was censured, his office was assigned to Shahbaz Khan, and after 
sometime he was appointed 5 the Chief Bakhsbi. In the zist year he 
was deputed to punish the turbulent Rathors, especially Kala son of 
Ram RaT grandson of Ral Mtildeo, and to reduce the fort of Siwana 


1 Badsbabnama, /, pp. 380, 381. 

2 Bddsbabnama, I, pt. ii, p. 298. 

3 For Kambu see Yazdani ‘Amal Salih , I, pp. 3, 4, and edition of Elliot’s 
Glossary, I, p. 304. 

4 Bloclimann’s translation of A’in, I (2nd edition), pp. 436-440. Haji 
Jamal is called Haji Isma'ii, and the story is differently told there. 

5 Akbarndtna, Text, II, p. 364, Beveridge’s translation, II, pp. 529, 53 (> . 
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in the Jodhpur territory. A number of the recalcitrants of the 
neighbourhood had collected in the fort of Deokur, and he first 
addressed himself to reducing it. He was soon victorious, and a 
large number of the rebels were killed. After that he took the fore 
of Dutara, and then applied himself to the taking of Siwanah—which 
was one of the famous fortresses in the country. The garrison capitula¬ 
ted and surrendered the 1 fort. Shahbaz Khan returned to the Court, 
and was graciously received. 

In the same year, which corresponded to 984 A.H. (1376 A.D.), 
Shahbaz Khan was deputed against Raja Gajpatl who was one of the 
leading Zamindars of Bihar. Gajpatl had always collaborated with 
the imperial troops and rendered good service in subduing Bengal, but 
he developed some improper ideas in his head, and returned to his 
domain. At the time of confusion, which followed in Bengal after 
the death of Mun'im Khan, Gajpatl adopted evil ways, became a 
robber, and began to plunder and devastate the country. Farhat 
Khan, the fief-holder of Arrah, and his sons Farhang Khan and Qara 
Taq Khan fell in battle against him. When Shahbaz Khan came, the 
pillars of GajpatT’s power shook and he thought it best to fly from the 
area. Shahbaz FGian did not give up the pursuit and followed 
him wherever he went and finally besieged him in Jagdespur which 
was his strongest fort. When the fort was reduced after a time, his 
family were made prisoners and he became a vagabond. Shahbaz 
Khan also took the fort of ShJxgarh which Sri Ram, the son of Gajpatl, 
was holding. At this time the fort of Rohtas—which is impossi¬ 
ble to reduce by ordinary means—was in the hands of Junaid 
Kararani. He made it over to Saiyid Muhammad, a trusted servant. 
When Junaid Kararam died, Muzaffar Khan set off _ to take the 
fort. Saiyid Muhammad turned to Shahbaz Khan and implored 
for protection. This was granted, and he delivered the fort 2 . 

( Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 167, 168, Beveridge's translation. III, pp. 
2}S, 27b. I have Beveridge followed for the names of the forts. 

2 Akbarnitma, Text, III, pp. 185-189, Beveridge’s translation. III, pp. 
260-268. 



734 


Shahbaz Khan Kambu 


[Maathir- 


After these distinguished services Shahbaz Khan returned to 
the Court, and received boundless favours. Later, he was appointed 
to chastise the proud Rana Partap, and in the 23rd year, 986 A.H., 
1 578-79 A.D., he besieged the fort of KombalmTr, which had seldom 
before been taken. The Rana was frightened, and in the dead of 
the night fled disguised in the dress of a sanydsl and went and hid 

himself in the hills. The fort was captured, and the next day the 

forts of the Gogandah and Udaipur were taken possession of. He 
left no part of the territory undevastated, and having annexed it 
established fifty tbanas in the hill country (Kohistan), and thirty- 
five outside it from Udaipur to Purmandal. He made Duda, the 
son of Rai Surjan Hara, who had always been turbulent, submissive, 
and took him with himself to the Court, and received royal favours. 
He was again deputed to the Ajmtfr Province in the neighbourhood 
of the area for punishing the obstreperous. Accordingly Rana 

Partap—whose family and belongings had been plundered—found 
his territory clear of evil doers and occupied by an army. Other 

recalcitrants became so alarmed that they considered every morning 
and every evening their last. 

When the disturbance of the disloyal officers occurred in Bihar 
and Bengal, Shahbaz Khan was sent there. But in his presumption 
he could not get on with Khan A'zam Koka, who had also been 
deputed to chastise the rebels. He acted independently in uprooting 
the seditious mongers of Bihar. He administered suitable punishment 
to ‘Arab Bahadur, and moved off to chastise the rebels of JagSspur. 
When it became known that Ma'sum Khan FarrankhudI had gone 
astray, and that ‘Arab Bahadur and Niyabat Khan had joined him, 
Shahbaz Khan hastened to Audh (Oudh). Near Sultanpur Bilharl, 
25 kos from Audh (Faizabad) an engagement took place. Ma'sum 
Khan attacked the Centre, and Shahbaz Khan losing control fled; 
nor did he turn rein till he reached Jaunpur, some 30 kos distant. 
Accidentally a report of the death of Ma'sum Khan dispersed 
his troops, and at this time the left wing of the imperialists rushed 
into action. After a short fighting Ma'sum Khan was wounded and 
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(led to Audh. When Shahbaz Khan heard the good news of the 
victory, he quickly renewed the battle j kos from Audh. After a 
hard fight the enemies were defeated and had to disperse in various 
directions as they could not establish themselves in Audh. 

When the disturbance of these sedition-mongers was quelled, 
Shahbaz Khan marched to the Capital city of Agra, and in the absence 
—who had gone to Kabul to put down Mlrza Muham¬ 
mad Hakim—he in accordance with instructions carried on the admi¬ 
nistration of that great city in the Emperor’s absence. In the 26th 
year on the return of the Emperor he offered his obeisance 1 2 3 . As 
world’s wine casts away men at a time when they have performed out¬ 
standing deeds, he fell into presumptuous ways during this time when 
there was the hunt at Nagarchin, the Bakbshis at the time of assigning 
the watches placed him below Mlrza Khan son of Bairam Khan. As 
wine had encouraged him, he left his place and uttered unseemly 
expressions. Emperor Akbar with a view to teach him wisdom made 
him over to Ral Sal Darbarl a . When in the 28th year, Khan A'zam 
who had become sick of the Bengal climate, requested for appointment 
in some other area, Shahbaz Khan was sent 1 ' to administer that area 


of the Emperor 


with a large contingent of officers. On reaching the place he went on 
an expedition to Ghoraghat to fight with Ma‘sum Khan Kabuli, and 
after a hard struggle defeated him. The elephant Parshad and other 
spoils fell into his hands, and Shahbaz Khan pursued Ma‘sum Khan 
to the country of Bhati where he had taken refuge. 

Bhati is a low lying country to the south of Tanda, and is nearly 
qoo kos long (broad) and almost 300 kos broad (long from North to 
South). As Bengal is a higher level tract than this area, the latter 
is known as Bhati. When this tract was devastated by the imperia¬ 
list troops, and Baktrapur, the residence of the ruler of Bhati was 
sacked, and Sonargaon taken possession of, and the shores of Brahma¬ 
putra—which is a great river which comes from China (Tibet)—were 


1 AkbarnUmti, Text, III, p. 372, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 546. 

2 Akbarnamd, Text, III, p. 375, Beveridge’s translation. Ill, pp. 550, 55 >- 

3 Akbarnami, Text, III, pp. 401, 4 ° z , Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 594- 
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conquered, Isa, the Zamlndar of the place, failed to defeat the impe¬ 
rialist armies, and so was obliged to have recourse to blandishments 
and propose peace. Ic was agreed that a royal Superintendent should 
be placed in charge of Sonargaon, and that Ma'sum Khan should be 
sent off to Mecca, provided the imperial army was withdrawn. While 
Shahbaz Khan after crossing the rivers was waiting for the execution 
of the engagements, Isa temporised, and finally turning the page pre¬ 
pared for battle. The officers were disgusted with Shahbaz Khan’s 
overbearing and proud behaviour, and instead of co-operating with 
him everyone deserted him. He was forced to retreat to Tanda, and all 
the acquisitions (of territory) were lost. Some persons lost their lives, 
and a number were taken as prisoners. The enemy being emboldened 
recovered possession of several places. Shahbaz Khan, on account of 
the treachery and dissension in his command prepared to return to the 
Presence. On receiving the news the Emperor appointed Sazawals 
and ordered him to return. The fief-holders of Bihar were deputed 
to accompany him. Shahbaz Khan obeying the orders turned back, 
and through his great exertions recovered the lost places. He repeated¬ 
ly defeated the culprit Ma'sum, who thereupon became a vagabond'. 

In the 30th year, selfishness and arrogance resulted in a dissension 
between Shahbaz Khan and Sadiq Khan. Sadiq Khan in accordance 
with the orders of the Emperor took up the management of Bengal, 
and Shahbaz Khan retired from the territory before the work had been 
finished. After sometime he went with the Sazawals 2 of His 
Majesty from Bihar to Bengal and addressed himself to the settlement 
of the country. He overthrew many of the rebels, and sending a force 
to Bhati reduced the Zamlndar to obedience. He also appointed a 
force to Kokrah—which was a populous country between Orissa and 
the Deccan—and collected much booty; Madhu Singh the land-holder 
of the place paid a tribute. When in the 32nd year tranquillity had 
been established in that territory, and Sa‘id Khan reached there from 

1 AkbarnUma, Text, III, p. 460, Beveridge’s translation. III, p, 695, 

Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 448, Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 672, 673. 
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Bihar, Shahbaz Khan proceeded to Court, and in the 34th year was 
appointed Kotwal of the imperial camp’. Later he was deputed to 
chastise the Afghans of Sawad (Sawat). As he returned from there 
without permission, he was put into prison 1 2 . He was released after 
two years, and was made guardian of Mlrza Shahrukh who had been 
appointed to Malwa. Then he and Mlrza were appointed to the 
Deccan campaign under the leadership of Prince Murad. During the 
siege of Ahmadnagar, when the inhabitants of Shahr-i-Nau —which 
was known as Burhanabad — were relying upon a promise of protection 
which they had received from the Prince, Shahbaz Khan out of bigotry 
made a pretence of visiting the quarter known as Langar-Duazdah 
Imam (the House of the 1 2 Imams), and which was mostly inhabited 
by Shl'as. He gave a hint to his soldiers to plunder the area 3 . The 
Deccanls therefore lost faith in the assurances of the Moghuls, and 
most of them went off into exile. The Prince was displeased. As 
Shahbaz Khan had long been on bad terms with Sadiq Khan, the 
guardian of the Prince, he without leave went off to Malwa. Emperor 
Akbar deprived him of his fief there, and transferred it to MTrza 
Shahrukh 4 5 . He was sent to Ajm£r s in the 43rd year, and in the 
expedition against the Rana was appointed to the advanced forces of 
Prince Sultan Salim who had marched with this purpose from Allaha¬ 
bad. As he was addicted so taking quicksilver, and was more than 
seventy years of age, he developed pains in his arms and waist. He 
recovered a little, but at AjmSr was again attacked by the same 
malady and suffered from high fever. As a result of treatment by 
the physicians he recovered his health, but in the 44th year of the 

1 Akbarnima, Text, III. p. 537. Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 817. 

2 Akbarnima, Text, III, p. 5 ^ 4 , Beveridge's translation, III, p. 885. He 
was released in the 38th year. Text, p. 641, translation, p. 985. and according 
to the Badayiini had to pay a fine of 7 lakhs of rupees. 

3 Sec, however. Akbarnima, Text, III, p. 699, Beveridge’s translation, 
HI, p. io 4 fi. 

4 Akbarnima , Text, III, p. 717, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1069. 

5 Akbarnima, Text, HI, p. 749, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1120. 
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reign of Emperor Akbar, corresponding to 1008 A.H. (1599 A.D), 
he suddenly died*. The Prince took possession of his belongings, 
and without finishing the campaign returned to Allahabad, and 
unfurled the flag of independence. 

It is stated that Shahbaz Khan had directed in his will that he 
should be buried in the enclosure of the tomb of Khwaja Mu‘In-ud- 
Din, May Lord have mercy on him! The custodians objected, and 
he had to be buried outside. In the night the Khwaja appeared to 
them in a dream and enjoined them saying that Shahbaz Khan was 
one of the favoured ones, and that they should bury him inside in 
the northern part of the dome. Next day, at their insistence, the 
body was removed and placed in the appointed spot. His piety and 
asceticism were well-known. He observed all the canons of the Shaft'at 
to the letter. He did not follow the prevailing custom of the day 
of trimming his beard short and did not drink any wines, nor did 
he have the word disciple (Aland) engraved on his ring. He never 
missed the night or morning prayers or the afternoon ones, nor did 
he ever fail in his ablutions and he was always telling the rosary 
which he had in his hand. He did not talk of worldly affairs 
between the afternoon and evening prayers. One day towards the 
end of the day Emperor Akbar was enjoying fresh air on the bank 
of the Fathpur tank. He was holding Shahbaz Khan’s arms, 
and began to discourse with him. Shahbaz Khan all the time 
kept watching the sun. Hakim Abul Fath—who was standing at a 
distance—said to Hakim ‘All, “If this man docs not miss his evening 
prayers today, we will know that he is really pious’’. When the 
time of prayers was at hand, Shahbaz Khan represented the matter 
to the Emperor. The latter replied, “You can miss it; surely you 
are not going to leave me alone”. Shahbaz Khan withdrew his arm, 
spread his do-patta (shawl) on the ground, and began saying his 
prayers, and then proceeded to tell his beads. Emperor Akbar every 
now and then struck his hand on his head, and asked him to get up. 


1 Akbarnima, Text, III, p. 764, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1142, 
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Hakim Abul Fath said, “It is not lair to interrupt this good man”, 
so he went forward and urged, ‘‘All the favours should not be shown 
to this person only, there are others who are hoping for such a kind¬ 
ness (i.e. to be spoken to)”. The Emperor left Shahbaz Khan and 
went over to them. It is on account of such acts that Shaikh Abul 
Fadl has recorded 1 in his favour that in regard to every kind of 
service and as a military leader he would have had few equals, if he 
had not been imbued with excess of formality; and had he opened 
his lips with discretion he would have been adorned with the tiara of 
greatness. In energy and liberality he was unequalled; all were 
astonished and some said he had got hold of the philosopher’s stone 
( sang-i-paras ). This is a stone which, whenever it touches a metal 
in the melted and deliquescent state, transmutes it into gold. It 
is stated' that it is found in the province of Miilwa. It was found 
before the time of Vikramajlc in the reign of Raja Jai Singh Deo. 
The fort of Mandu was completed in twelve years with gold produced 
by such a stone. One day he had arranged a feast on the bank of 
the river Narbada, and wished to give a bountiful present to his 
Brahman. As he had to some extent withdrawn himself from wordly 
affairs, he presented him-this stone. The Brahman in his ignorance 
was greatly enraged and went and flung it into the river; he had 
thus to regret his foolish action eternally. On account of the depth 
of the water it could not be recovered, and nowadays no trace of it 
is to be found. 

It is stated that Shahbaz Khan had an excellent establishment of 
servants. Out of these there were ten of them who each received a 
lac a year. In the Brahmaputra campaign he had 9,000 troopers of 
his own. Every Friday eve he gave a thousand ashrafls as a shtrini 
nadhar (present of sweetmeats) to Hadrat Ghauth-ul-Shaqlin. May 
God have mercy on him! To the men of the Kambu tribe he was so 
liberal that no one of them throughout India was left in distressed 
circumstances. After his death for fifty years ashrafts and rupees 


1 


Akbarnima, Text, III, p. 764. 
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used to be unearthed from his buried treasures. What is strange, 
however, is that up to the 40th year of Emperor Akbar’s reign his 
rank was not more than that of 2,000. People’s idea about his 
having found the philosopher’s stone, therefore, gained currency, 
though that does not appear credible. His sons did not attain a high 
rank. Ilham Ullah, one of the sons, became the recorder of Baglana 
in the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan, and spent his life there. But 
Karam Ullah 1 , the brother of Shahbaz Khan was possessed of excellent 
qualities. He died a natural death at Sironj m 1002 A. H (1593-94 
A.D.). 

SHAH BEG KHAN ARGHON 2 
(Vol. II, pp. 642-645). 

He was known as the Khan Dauran, and was the son of Ibrahim 
Beg Charik 3 , In his younger days he was a servant of Mirza Muham¬ 
mad Hakim, and was posted as the Governor of Peshawar. After 
the Mirza’s death, and when Raja Man Singh in accordance with 
Emperor Akbar’s orders crossed the Indus to bring over his family, 
Shah B£g went away to Kabul 4 , but later came to the Court with the 
Mirza’s children; he was appointed to a suitable post 5 6 . I le distin¬ 
guished himself in chastising the Yusufzals in Swi.it and Bajaur“, and 
was granted Khushab as his assignment, hie did good service in the 
conquest of Tatta (Sind) under the Khan Khanan, and as a reward 
was raised to the rank of 2,500. In the 39th year when Mirza 
Muzzafar Husain of Qandahar, the Safavi, expressed his desire to 
enter the Emperor's service, Shah Beg Khan was deputed from Banga- 

1 He forged the letter which led to Shah Mansiir being hanged, see 
Ma 3 thir-ul-Vmara, Text, I, p. 657. 

2 The biography is freely translated by Blochmann, A’m 1 (2nd edn.), 
pp, 408-410, 

3 Blochmann has Harik. 

4 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 469, Beveridge's translation. III, p. 706. 

5 Akbarnama , Text, III, p. 473 - translation. III, pp. 713, 714- 

6 Op. cit.. Text, p. 487, translation, III, p. 734. 
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shat to govern Qandahar 1 . He did great deeds in uprooting the 
Kakars, who for a long time had been committing robberies and terro¬ 
rising the inhabitants; and in the 42nd year he was exalted to the 
rank of 3,500. 

In the 1 st year of Emperor Jahangir’s reign Husain Khan Shamlu, 
the Governor of Herat on hearing of the death of Emperor Akbar 
came with a Khurasan army and besieged Qandahar. Shah Beg Khan 
with a stout heart and proper courage daily sent out well arranged 
forces for fighting, and at night he sat on the top of the citadel and 
held festivities. When the Iranian envoy came to the fort, there was 
great shortage of grain, but Shah B£g Khan from his own stores 
heaped up every kind of corn in the streets and markets, so that the 
enemy might not be able to have an idea of the prevailing distress. 
As the siege had been started without the sanction of the Iranian king 
Shah ‘Abbas Safavi, Husain Khan was rebuked and he had to return 
unsuccessful. In accordance with the royal commands Shah Beg Khan 
came to Kabul from Qandahar in 1016 A.H. (1607-08 A.D.), and 
waited upon Emperor Jahangir 3 . He was rewarded by promotion to 
the rank of 5,000, the grant of the title of Khan Dauran, and was 
appointed Governor of Kabul and Afghanistan. Fiom Hasanabdal he 
was permitted to return to his territory 4 . He served there for a long 
time. When as a result of old age he lost his physical strength, and 
became incapable of riding or carrying out forced marches—which 

1 AkbarnSma, Text, pp. 633, 634, translation. Ill, pp. 972, 973. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 650, translation. III, p. 999. 

3 The author seems to have confused the events to some extent. Shall 
Beg f£han was promoted to the rank of 5,000 in the New Year’s great feast, 
vide Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tumk, I, p. 49- The report of the 
attack on Qandahar was received later, vide pp. 70, 71 whence the account in 
Madthir is taken, also see p. 86 where the Shall of Persia’s intervention is men¬ 
tioned, as also of Shall Beg Khan returning to the Court with the relieving 
force. 

4 He was appointed to Tirah, Kabul, Bangash and the province of Swat 
and Bajaur, and received the title of f£han Dauran and various presents, op. cit., 
p, 128. 
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were essential for a Governor of Afghanistan—he was recalled to the 
Court, and appointed Governor of Tatta 1 (Sind). In the 14th year 
he on the score of advanced age tendered lus resignation. Emperor 
Jahangir out of regard for his valuable services assigned to him the 
pargana of Muishab—which was his old assignment and which yielded 
Rs. 75,000 — as his 2 fief. 

It is stated that when he was going to Tatta, and went to take 
leave of Asaf Jail, the latter recommended to him the brethren of 
Mulla Muhammad of Tatta who was his companion. Shall BSg Khan 
had heard that the Mulla’s brethren because of his influence paid no 
heed to the Governors, so he said in reply, "If they will behave pro¬ 
perly, all will be well, otherwise I will skin them. Asaf Jah was 
greatly displeased, and this speech finally was the cause of ruin of 
Shah Beg Khan’s officers, and the loss of Ins rank and assignment. 
Shah Beg Khan was a simple soldier and a frank Turk. During the 
reign of Emperor Akbar when at the time of his departure to Qanda- 
har Shaikh Farid Mir Bakbsbi presented him the flag and drums, 
Shah Beg Khan immediately remarked, "What is the use of these 
things? Let my rank be increased and an assignment granted so that 
1 may be able to employ more soldiers for the service of the Emperor.” 
It is well known that in an assembly of Emperor Jahangir an eccentric 
person ( Dtwana ) said in full D'twan, “Your Majesty, in your father s 
encourage there were heroes whom Shah Beg was not worthy to couch 
(to scratch the skin of). Now these courtiers standing here are not 
worthy to touch Shah Beg.” He was a constant drinker. He used 
to say, “Let the flask be there. It does not matcer if the world is 
not there.” It is stated that he used to mix bhang, opium and 
KHknar with wine, and drank the mixture which he named Char 

1 Akbarnama, Text, p. 397. Blochmann’s translation of this passage is 
incorrect. His return to the Court and his weak constitution is recorded on p. 
61 of Vol. II, in the account of the 13th year, and his leaving for Tatha (Sind; 
wrongly given as Patna in the text as pointed by Beveridge) on p. 81 in the 
14th year. 

2 See up. cit., p. 97 where three sons and not two as in Maatbir account 
are mentioned. 
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Laghza 1 (Four delights), and he was, therefore, widely known as Shah 
Beg Khan Kor (Blind) Char Laghza Khbr. Of his sons Mirza Shah 
Muhammad, also known as Ghaznln Khan, was an outstanding man, 
and one of the learned of the times. He rose to the rank of 1,000. 
Another. Ya'qub Beg, was the son-in-law of Mirza Ja'far Asaf Khan; 
he had mean tastes and did not rise to distinction. 


SHAH BCG KHAN OZBEG 
(Vol. II, pp. 665-667). 

During the reign of Emperor Jahangir he was appointed to an 
office under the Crown and had the rank of 1,000 with 400 horse. 
In the 1 st year of Shah Jahan’s reign he received the title of Khan 2 , 
and was seconded to the force deputed to the pursuit of Jujhar Singh 
Bundcla under ‘Abdullah Khan Bahadur. In the 2nd year he was 
granted an increase of 500 foot with zoo horse 3 , and in the 3rd year 
he received 4 a flag, and by the promotion his rank was 5 advanced to 
2,000 foot with 1,000 horse. Later he had an increase of 200 horse, 
and in the 4th year of another 300 horse, and in the 6th year his 
rank was increased 6 to 2,000 foot with 2,000 horse. Later he was 
granted another promotion of 1,000 foot and 1,000 horse. In the 9th 
year he was appointed to the force sent to chastise Sahu Bhonsle, and 
to ravage the country of ‘Add Khan in company with Khan Zaman; 
he had the command of the left wing 8 . After reaching Ralbagh in 
the province of Bijapur he fought bravely, and killed and made pri- 


of La gh za. Bughra is a well known dish 
invented by Bughra Khan of Khwarazm. vide Sleingass, p. 192. 

2 Bddsbdnama, 1 , pt. i, p. 201. 

3 Op. cit., pp. 280, 281. 

4 Op. cit., p. 305. 

5 Op. cit., p. 306. 

fi Op. cit., p. 472. 

7 Op. cit., p. 543. 

8 Badskahndma, 1 , pt. ii, p 160. 


1 Blochmann has Bughra in place 
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soners many of the enemy. In the ioth year he was promoted to the 
rank of 4,000 foot with 3,000 horse, and appointed Commandant of 
the fort of Junatr 1 . In the 15,th year he received the gift of a 
drum, and was afterwards appointed Governor 2 of Berar. In the 
18th year he went to the Court, and did homage, apparently 
in the same year he was appointed Tattjddr of Mewat, as the 
author of Badshahnama records that Shah Beg came 3 from 
Mewat to the court in obedience to orders, and was deputed to 
accompany Prince Murad Bakhsh on the Balkh and Badakhshan 
campaign. In the 20th year he was appointed 4 5 Commandant of 
Ghorl in place of Ihtimam Khan, and gave proofs of his valour and 
bravery in repeated chastisements and fights with the independent 
Uzbegs and the rebel Almanan. In the 21st year he returned from 
Ghorl and presented himself at the Court. As the Faujcldri 
of Mewat had been taken from his charge in his absence, he was 
granted a robe of honour, assigned certain estates in Berar, and allowed 
to depart to the Deccan. In the 28th year he was appointed to the 
high office of the Commandant of the Ahmadnagar fort, but in the 
29th year was removed from this charge. In the 30th year he 
accompanied Prince Muhamad Aurangzib Bahadur lor chastising 
Qutb'ul-Mulk, the ruler of Haidarabad. After this expedition was 
over, he was appointed with some officers and a force of 3,000 
cavalry to remain on the borders of the imperial territory till the end 
of the rains. After that when the times assumed another aspect, 
and the blue heavens added a new lustre to the affairs, the said Prince 
went off to the Court on the pretext of enquiring about his father’s 
health. Shah B?g Khan s was left behind as Fatijddr of the outskirts 
of Aurangabad. Nothing further has come to light about his later 
career. 

1 BSdshahnSma , I, pt. ii, p. 234, 

3 Op • cit., II, p. 308. 

3 Op. cit., p. 481. 

4 ‘Amal Salih II, p. 498. 

5 'AlamgirnUma, p. 44 - 
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SHAH BUDAGH KHAN 1 2 
(Voh II, pp. 536-539). 

He was one of the Mlyankal Aimaqs of Samarqand. Under 
Emperor Humayun lie performed outstanding deeds and his services 
were recognized by his elevation to the rank of an Amir. When 
the world was adorned by the rule of Emperor Akbar, he in recog¬ 
nition of his valuable services rendered in various combats against 
several powerful adversaries became a royal favourite and being 
admitted into the galaxy of distinguished officials received successive 
promotions which culminated in the rank of 3,000. In the 10th 
year he was 11 deputed under Mir Mu‘izz-ul-Mulk of Mashhad against 
Bahadur Khan Shaibanl. When the engagement took place, the 
enemy attacked the centre, and many behaved ignominously and fled. 
Shah Budagh Khan did not lose courage, and launched an attack. 
After a hard struggle he fell from his horse and was taken prisoner. 
His son ‘Abdul Matlab Khan did not keep up his fidelity, and joined 
the enemy 3 . In the 12th year when Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad Kh an 
was ordered to put down the rebellious Mh-zas and clear the country 
as far as Malwa from the dust of this disturbance, Shah Budagh 
Khan was sent 4 5 with him. Later he was given the assignment of 
Sarangpur", and for a long time he kept the lamp of justice alight 
in Mandu. He died there. Inside the fort, on the south side 
near the wall of the fort, lie built an imposing and strong edifice 
and gave it the name of Nilkanth. The following verse was 
inscribed on it. 


1 See Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd edn.) p. 402, and his notes 
regarding Miyankal and Aimaqs. 

2 Akbarnima, Text, II, p. 257. Beveridge’s translation, 11 , p. 384, 

3 Of. cit., Text, II, p. 262. translation, II, p. 391; Beveridge has wrongly 
rendered Matalib Khan in place of Matlab Khan. 

4 Of. cit.. Text, II, p. 313, translation, II, p. 462, 

5 Op. cit., Text, II, p. 331, translation, p. 485. 
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Verse 

One could spend one’s life here engaged with water 1 and clay, 
As perchance some pious soul may rest here a moment. 

“Composed and inscribed by Shah Budagh. Under it Mir 
Ma'sum BhakkarT whose nom-de-plume was Nami, inscribed in his 
own hand the following quatrain : — 


Quatrain 

At early dawn I saw an owl perched 

Upon the pinnacle of the tomb of Shirwan 2 3 Shah. 

Lamenting it uttered this warning: 

“Where is all the splendour? Where all the grandeur? 


The building in question occupies a large space. In 1026 A.H. 
(1616 A.D.) when this territory was honoured by the visit of Emperor 
Jahangir®, the latter on several Friday nights went there with the 
ladies of his harem. In that year, by his order, delightful buildings 
were erected in Mandu, and the residences of former kings were 
repaired. The fort of Mandu lies on the top of a hill. Its circum¬ 
ference on measurement under the orders of Emperor Jahangir was 
found to be ten kos. In the Akbarnama 4 , however, the circumference 
is as given as twelve kos. Probably there was some variation in the 
scale of the cubit used. In old times Mandu was one of the great 
cities of the kingdom of Malwa, and several of the rulers had it as 
their capital. To this day there are remains of the Ghort and Khalji 
princes. There is a minaret of eight storeys which is built of stone; 


1 Masritf-i-ab-ii-gil : probably a reference to carrying on building opera¬ 
tions. 

2 Shirwan was the name of the country to the south of the Caspian Sea, 
the Medina of the ancient. It now forms a part of the Asiatic U.S.S.R. The 
famous poet £haqani was a native of Shirwan. 

3 Tiizuk-i-Jahangiri (Newal Kishorc ed. 1900), pp. 180. 181, Rogers & 
Beveridge’s translation, f, pp. 363-368, 

4 A’in-i-Akbari, Text, I, p. 456, Jarret’s translation, II, pp. 196, 197. 
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it is very elegant and symmetrical. And there is a cupola of stone 
and mortar which is very lofty and is the tomb of Sultan Hushang 
Ghorl 1 . Water trickles from its roof in hot weather. Simple people 
have long wondered at this phenomenon, and regard it as one of the 
miracles of the Sultan. Investigators, however, have found out the true 
nature of things. Evidently the moisture in the atmosphere in the 
tomb on contact with the stone is congealed into water, and the stone 
appears to sweat. There is another enclosure where the Khaljl princes 
are buried. When Emperor Jahangir learnt that Sultan NasIr-ud-Dln 2 
son of Sultan Ghtyath-ud-Din Khaljl had for the greed of inheriting the 
kingdom poisoned his revered father, he ordered that his bones should 
be taken out (of the tomb) and thrown into the Narbada. Except for 
some fragments of bones and some earthy scum nothing else was found. 

SHAHDAD KHAN KHWESHGI 
(Vol, II, pp. 711*715). 

His name was ‘Abdur Rahim and he was the brother-in-law of 
Shams Kh an, who while Faujddr of the Bahat 3 Duab (Jullundher) had 
several fights with the Sikhs, who at the time plundered at their ease 
every leading and influential person who opposed them. He was 
uniformly victorious, and at last suppressed them from one part of the 
country to the other (sir dar sir —hand over hand). Shahdad Khan 
was a man without means and position; he was also not of any dis¬ 
tinguished lineage. In the reign of Emperor Bahadur Shah he was 
appointed to the rank oE 500, granted the title of Shahdad Khan, and 
was deputed to serve under Qut-ud-Dln Khan, the uncle of Shams 
Khan who was carrying out operations in the Faujdm of Jammu. 
When that Kjian 4 was killed by the oppressed Guru (Banda Bahadur) 

1 For his account see Tabaqat-i-Akbarj , Text, III, pp. 289-307, Dc & 
Prashad's translation, III, pc. ii, pp, 468-491. 

2 Tabaqat-i-Akbari, Text, III, pp. 358-375; translation, III, pt. ii, pp. 
553-574, For Mandu see also G. Yazdani's very detailed Monograph. 

3 Text Tatta, but it is the Bahat Duab or Jullundhur Duab in the Panjab. 

4 Ma 3 thir'nl-Umarii, Text, III, p, 130. 
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Shahdad Khan exerted himself zealously in the cause of the imperialists 
till the arrival of another Governor, and made himself a man of 
means. When ‘Abdus Samad Khan Diler Jang was appointed Governor 
of the Lahore province, he had a small force and was apprehensive of 
‘Isa Khan Munj 1 — who was behaving insolently on the roads. Shah¬ 
dad Khan fortunately, through divine inspiration, advanced from 
Qasur with a force and by his timely arrival and acting in concord 
rendered valuable service. Later as Fanjclar of LakhI Jangal he be¬ 
came famous and well known. 

As Diler Jang was dissatisfied with ‘Isa Khan Munj—who acted 
in the territory between the rivers Sutlej and Boas, as if he were the 
sole authority, and was ruling over this territory with great tyranny— 
he, after disposing off the affair of the Guru, appointed Shahdad Kh an 
to the Faujdau of the Duab and sent him to punish that unjust usurp¬ 
er. Shahdad Khan actively engaged himself in enlisting troops, and 
when a force of recruits 2 was collected, he, because of the lack of 
funds and limited supplies, was apprehensive lest this body might not 
start quarreling among themselves, and so hastening forward started a 
fight near Tihara (on the southern bank of the Sutlej River). When 
the landlord came to the field of battle—there ensued the shooting of 
bullets and smiting with scimetars on an extensive scale. The freshly 
hired recruits of Shahdad Khan fled, and ‘Isa Khan pursued them 
hard. The two leaders coming face to face attacked each other, and 
although Shahdad Khan caught hold of ‘Isa Khan’s sword, his 
fingers were severed, and meanwhile the arrows of the Afghan body¬ 
guard of Shahdad Khan—who were round his elephant, made an end 
of the self-respecting ‘Isa Khan. They cue off his head and his camp 
was plundered. As Shahdad Khan, owing to his wounds and having 
to attend to his wounded followers, could not move rapidly, he was 
only able to reach the Kot, as the residence of the tribe was generally 

1 Motnand in Khafi fChan, II, p. 767. 

2 Siyah'i falez in text should sipbai-falez see Irvine Army of Indian 
Moghuls, meaning “soldiers of the melon bed” or raw recruits. 
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known. Meanwhile the free hooters of the neighbourhood—who 
also belonged to the same tribe—had plundered his belongings and 
carried away all the cash. The goods fell into Shahdad Khan’s hands. 
He sent a part to Lahore, and despatched the rest to his home. 
Diler Jang became angry, and sent for the lists, and by his investi¬ 
gations forced them to produce all the goods of the deceased. Shahdad 
Khan, on the pretext that the property might be plundered en route , 
followed it. He appointed caretakers and took up his quarters in 
Dara Shikoh’s buildings (at Lahore). From hunger and lack of 
supplies by the shop-keepers whosoever was reached by his hand went 
to his destruction. Though Diler Jang used threats and put on an 
angry countenance, Shahdad Khan did not give way in the least. 
At last he sent for troops from his assignment, and a body of men 
from his home, beat his drums and went off to Qasur. At first 
Diler Jang thought of punishing him, but later realizing that this 
would result in harm, he restrained himself, and swallowing his 
annoyance took refuge in patience. 

It so happened that Mir Jumla, who had incurred the displeasure 
of the Emperor Farrukh Siyar, was banished to Lahore. After some 
time he was recalled to the Court. As he was fully apprised of the 
courage and bravery of Shahdad Khan, he sent for him, and made 
him accompany him to the Capital. At the time of presentation 
to the Emperor, he spoke in praise of Shahdad Khan more rlian was 
proper, but even this did not result in the latter gaining favour with 
the Emperor; he did not receive recognition or honour, and luck 
did not seem to favour him. Later, Qutb-u!-Mulk interceded for 
him, and he received an important rank, and was deputed to escort 
the treasure from Bengal. Ac this time, Husain Khan Khweshgl was 
killed. But even after he had brought the treasure, the ray of favour 
did not shine upon him, and he fell into want and poverty. In this 
crisis also he did not disperse his followers. When the AmTr-ul- 
Umara was killed, Qutb-ul-Mulk again cherished him, and con¬ 
ciliated him with gifts of money. Later, when his prosperity increa¬ 
sed, he became apprehensive of the Khan Dauran—who had been 
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promoted to the highest rank in the State—on account of his having 
killed ‘Isa Khan Munj who was stated to have been connected with 
the Khan Dauran. Through his great good fortune, however, the 
Khan Dauran became his patron, and in the reign of Emperor 
Muhammad Shah his rank was advanced, and he was appointed 
Faujdar of HansI and Hissar—which had long been a hot bed of 
strife, and had got out of hand owing to the downfall of the 
sovereignty. The brave Shahdad Khan exerted himself to attack and 
crush the rebels and the troublesome elements in the area. It is 
well known that in Hissar he sacrificed all of his men of Qasur. 
Many of his relations and tribesmen were killed in the campaign of 
Garhl in the constant fighting day and night. But he was successful 
in establishing his power, and his greatness was so generally accepted 
as had seldom been the case in earlier times. When he had finished 
settling the country, he went to the Court, and by the favour of that 
great official (Khan Dauran) was promoted to the rank of 6,000, and 
granted a fringed palanquin. He lost his life in the battle with 
Nadir Shah along with that eminent man 1 . His sons attained high 
rank, and received valuable assignments, and were prosperous at the 
time when this notice was written, 

(KHWAJA) SHAH MANSOR 2 SHIRAZI 
(Vol. I, pp. 653-659). 

At first he was in the service of Emperor Akbar, and was the 
Accountant of the Perfumery department. Muzaffar Khan, the Diwart, 
became displeased with him and interfered in his work. One day 

1 Amir-ul-Urnara Samsam-ud-Daulah Khwaia A‘eam was killed in the 
battle against Nadir Shah. For his accounL see Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, I, pp. 
819-825, Beveridge and Prashad's translation, 1, pp. 775-778. Shahdad Khan 
is also mentioned as one of the officers killed in the battle against Nadir Shah, 
see Irvine Later Mugbals, II, p. 349. 

2 In Blochmann's translation of A'in, I (2nd edition)!" pp. 475-477, there 
is a good account of Shah Mansur based mainly on Maathir. 
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he had a verbal altercation with Muzaffar Khan, and realizing the 
critical nature of the situation retired from his post. As he was out 
of employment he went to Jaunpur. Owing to his sterling qualities 
he was appointed there as the Diwdn of Khan Zamun. After that 
he allied himself with Mun'im Khan Khan Khaniin, and undertook 
the management of all his affairs. When the Viceroy died, Raja 
Todar Mai imprisoned and put him in chains while the accounts were 
being examined. As during the period of his appointment as the 
Diwan of Khan Khanan he had visited the Court to transact business, 
and his knowledge and skill land become known to Emperor Akbar, 
lie without anyone’s intercession became in the 21st year, 983 A.H. 
(1575-76 A.D.) the recipient of favours, and was exalted to the 
position of the Vazlr 1 . The Khwaja through his correct understanding 
and penetrating intellect greatly improved the administration, and 
cleared up outstanding matters. The standing orders were that every 
year some skilful and honese officers should be appointed to report on 
the details of each district and Pargana-, and on this basis year by 
year a dastHr-ul-'Amal (general statement) of the annual dues was 
prepared from these reports. As, however, the boundaries of the 
empire were greatly extended by annexation of freshly conquered 
territories, it became difficult to follow this procedure. Owing to 
the delay in the receipt of the necessary papers both the soldiery 
and the peasantry suffered serious hardships, and a commotion 
resulted from excessive realizations of the arrear dues, nor could equi¬ 
table rates be fixed. Accordingly in the 24th year the Khwaja 
assessed the condition of each Pargana in respect of cultivation and 
value of produce, and fixed tenth part of it as the revenue for each 
year; he also had proper accounts prepared. In the same year, in 
accordance with the Khwaja's recommendations, the wide domains of 
India—which did not include Orissa, Kashmir, Sind, and the Deccan 
which had not been conquered so far—were divided into twelve 

1 Based on AkbarnSma, Text, III, pp. 193, 194, Beveridge’s translation, 
III, pp. 273, 274. He was appointed Vazir on i4th Aban. 
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provinccs. Each province was designated a Siibab, and had as officers 
a Sipah sdldr, a Divan, a Bakhsht, a Mir-'Adal, a Sardar Kotwdl, a 
Mir Bahr and a Waqia' Navis 1 . 

As the Khwaja excelled in astuteness, knowledge, effecting 
economies, and strict observance of rules and regulations, he in the 
25th year issued full demands for the realization of arrears and resump¬ 
tions. Inasmuch as the climate of Bengal was very injurious to horses, 
the allowances of the cavalry there had been doubled, while those in 
Bihar had been granted a 50% increase. The Khwaja in spite of 
his astuteness and deep understanding did not realize the significance 
of the prevailing conditions, and out of presumption did nor differentiate 
between peace conditions and seasons of stress and storm, nor did lie 
understand that at the time—when the soldiers were jeopardising their 
lives in a distant land—it was most desirable and proper to behave in 
a considerate and very liberal manner by increasing the allowances 
rather than reducing them. He reduced the Bengal allowances to 
50% and Bihar ones to 20% and issued orders to Muzaffar Khan to 
recover the excess payments. This officer, who from a civilian appoint¬ 
ment had risen to the rank of the Comtnandcr-tn-Chief of the army, 
made up the accounts from the beginning of the year, and demand¬ 
ed repayment of the extra amounts. The Bihar and Bengal officers 
chose the path of disloyalty on receiving these ill-timed demands, and 
raised the head of sedition 2 . What rebellions did not take place, what 
blood was not shed? Raja Todar Mai—who on account of rivalry and 
of his being in the same line—had been waiting for such an oppor¬ 
tunity, represented that while the Vazir should guard the finances 
honestly and jealously, it was also his duty to keep an eye on the 
interests of the servants, and not to ignore the prevailing conditions, 

1 Based on Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 282, 283, Beveridge’s translation, 
III, pp. 412-414. For list of the 12 Siibahs see Jarret's translation of A’in, II, 
p. 113; and for the Ten years’ Settlement, p. 88. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 292, 293, Beveridge’s translation, pp. 432, 

533 - 3 - 
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In his administration he must follow a middle course between harsh¬ 
ness and laxity. Me should not behave merely like an accountant 
who because of his narrow vision can think only of demanding arrears 
and increasing the revenues. 

It appears from the Tabaqdl 1 that Raja Todar Mai had represented 
from the Eastern provinces that he had been able to keep Ma'sum 
Khan FarrankhudI with him by various expedients and conciliatory 
measures, but that Khwaja Shah Mansur had written harsh letters to 
him, andjiad made him liable for payment of a large sum of arrears. 
He had treated Tarsun Muhammand Khan—who was one of the chief 
officials and the Commander-in-Chief—similarly. At such a time, when 
it would be politic to inspire a hundred hopes, what was the necessity 
for using threats? Accordingly the Emperor removed the Khwaja from 
his office, and put him for some days under the charge of Shah Quit 
Mahram 3 . But as his loyalty and zeal (Dimdgbsozi, literally brain- 
burning) had impressed themselves upon the Emperor, he was again 
granted a khil'at, and appointed to the high office of the Vazlr 3 . By 
chance, in the same year Mlrza Muhammad Hakim at the instigation 
of Ma'sum AasI—who was the head of the rebels of Bihar and Bengal 
—came from Kabul, and stirred up strife in the Panjab. Emperor 
Akbar resolved to proceed in that direction. Evil-minded persons 
produced some parwdnas (orders) in the hand-writing of Mlrza Munslh, 
addressed to the Khwaja, and made the Emperor suspicious of his 
siding with the enemy. As fate would have it, Muluk Than!—who 
was an old servant of the Mlrza and his D'wdn and had the title of 
Wazlr Khan—at this juncture left his master, and waited upon the 
Emperor at Sonepat. On account of old connections he alighted at 
the Khwaja's quarters. As it was rumoured that he had come as a 
spy'—and it was thought at the time that when the Mlrza was intent 

1 Tabttqat-i-Akburi, Dc’s Text, II, pp. 354, 355. De's translation, II, pp. 

539 . 54 °- 

2 Akbanuma t Text, III, pp. 315. 316, Beveridge's translation, III, pp. 
461, 462. 

3 Akbarnama , Text, III, p. 327, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 480. 
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on the conquest of India, separating Muluk Than! from himself and 
sending him (to the Royal Court) could not but be the part of 3 plot— 
the earlier suspicions gained credit. And after some enquiries the 
Khwaja became the object of suspicion. Ac this stage forged letters 
of the Khwaja to Mlrzii Hakim were placed before the Emperor. A 
letter from Sharaf Beg his collector, received about this time, on being 
opened was found to have the following statement in it; “I waited 
upon Farldun Khan, the maternal uncle of the Mlrz.i, and he took me 
to pay my respects to him. Though collectors were appointed to all 
the (other) Parganas, our Parganas were left untouched”. It is stated that 
the Emperor was still perplexed about the affair, but the officers and 
nobles exerted themselves, and so an order was passed that he should 
be imprisoned until he could give security. As no one dared to offer 
a bail for him, he was hanged from a tree near Sera’I Kot Khajuh. 
Thant Mansur Haltaj —another Mansur Hallaj (a famous martyr) was 
the chronogram (989 A.H.; 1581 A.D.) 1 . A whole world of Turks 
and Tajiks made merry on being relieved from the severe infliction 
of his settling the dues. It is stated that after the flight of Mirza 
Hakim, and when the Emperor reached Kabul, though further en¬ 
quiries were made into the case of Shah Mansur, no trace of evidence 
against him was found. Ic has further been stated that Karam Ulliih, 
brother of Shahbaz Khan Kambu, had forged the letters at the insti¬ 
gation of certain officers particularly Raja Todar Mai. Emperor Akbar 
was greatly grieved at the unmerited sentence of death and at the loss 
of such a capable officer, and used to remark: ‘‘From the day that the 
Khwaja has died, realizations have diminished and the Accountant’s 
office has got out of hand.” Such an accountant and so acute a financier 
vs rarely to be found, lie had attained the rank of 1,000, For four 
years he carried out the affairs of Vazirship with firmness and efficacy. 

Reflections 

It is an old rule that whenever a sovereign is engaged in business 

1 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 342-344, Beveridge's translation, III, pp. 501- 
5 o 4 , and his detailed note on pp. 5 o 4 - 5°5 about Shah Mansur’s death. 
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there is less judgment and apprehension of affairs. Though the pro¬ 
minent officials may carry out their duties efficiently, they are not free 
from motives of self-interest. Out of envy they often misrepresented 
the loyal and truthful, and lie in wait for their very lives. Stranger 
still, he, who, is proud of his honesty, does not care for this man or 
that, and rests assured of a false sense of security and carelessness. 
Soon he experiences, what God forbid! anyone should experience. 
World’s great projects cannot be carried on without laxity and for¬ 
bearance. Rather, it often happens thac noble deeds are ruined 
through the absence of tact and humility. 

Hemistich 

The world is severe to the severe. 

Hence it has been said that worldly 1 men rest on two feet: 
Truth and Falsehood. It is not possible to stand on either foot. By 
one foot they proceed with minute calculations and enquiries into the 
essence of things, and with the other they as job-hunters and seekers 
after advancement are self seeking and deceivers, and in trying to 
attain profit and fame they have recourse to severe measures and arc 
harsh to the general public—who are a wondrous trust committed to 
them by the Almighty—'being solely solicitous of pleasing their 
master. Assuredly, the strong hands of Destiny will quickly prepare a 
restitution for their evil thoughts and deeds, and make them the object 
of anger with the very master and cause them to be punished by him. 

Verses 3 

Be not severe in the world’s affairs! 

For every oppressor has a harsh overlord. 

Beware of causing grief to the weak, 

Remember the severity of Fate. 

i The word hi 0 here presumably means worldly men, or perhaps tnen 
in genet al. 

i See Beveridge in his translation of Akbernama, III, p. 503, for a differ¬ 
ent rendering of these verses. 
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Qilat 1 is a fore in the district of Qandahar in the Hazarajat terri¬ 
tory. According to correct etymology it should be written with K, 
but it has come to be pronounced with a Q. Shah Muhammad 2 was 
a servant of Bairam Khan, and was trusted by him on account of his 
good judgment and loyalty. When Emperor Humayun set forth to 
reconquer India, Bairam Khan, who held Qandahar in fief, left it 
in-chargc of Shah Muhammad; and lie carried on the government 
of the place with great care. When Bahadur Khan ShaibanT, the 
brother of Khan Zaman, who was Governor of ZamTn Dawar, con¬ 
ceived the idea of capturing Qandahar, he by treachery collected a 
force of men and waited for a suitable opportunity. Shah Muham¬ 
mad got news of this, and capitally punished this crowd 3 * * . Bahadur 
Khan, when this plan miscarried, hurriedly retired to Zatnln Dawar, 
and collecting troops prepared for fighting. As Shah Muhammad 
considered arrival of reinforcements from India a remote possibility, he 
appealed to Shall Tahmasp Safavl, the ruler of Iran. He wrote that 
Humayun had arranged with the Shah that he would deliver up Qan¬ 
dahar to the Shah’s representatives after the conquest of India. Ic 
was now opportune for the Shah to send a force so that Bahadur Khan 
might be checked and Qandahar taken possession of. The Shah sent 
3,000 Turkaman troopers from the fiefs of Slstan, Farah and Garmslr 

1 This is apparently Khiliit, a fort some 85 miles cast of Qandahar, anil 
generally known as K.hilat-i-Ghilzi, Kilat-i-Ghilgi in Erskinc, History of Intlut, 
1 , p. 229, note. It is not the Kalat in Baluchistan, 

2 For Shall Muhammad see also A'in, I, Blochmann’s translation (2nd 
edition), pp. 448, 449. The Maathir account is based on Akbarnama, II, Text, 
p. 53, Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 82, 83. Shah Muhammad’s name in that 
work is Shah Muhammad Qandahari. 

3 This passage in the text is very involved, but for a detailed account of 

the plot and the punishment of the malcontents, see Akbarnamit , Beveridge’s 

translation, II, pp. 82, 83. ‘ 
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under the command of ‘All Yar Beg Afshar. Bahadur Khan had no 
inkling of this force. He fell suddenly upon him, and a severe 
engagement took place in which at last Bahadur Mian was put to 
flight without having achieved anything. I le also could not abide in 
Zamln Dawar and even in the neighbouring territory. Full of 
repentance he took the road to India. Shah Muhammad showed 
civilities to the auxiliary force but made excuses for not handing over 
the fortress and dismissed the (Iranian) troops empty handed. 

When the Shall of Iran heard that Shah Muhammad Qilatl had 
not stuck to his engagements, he sent his nephew Sultan Husain 
Mlrza 1 , son of Bahrain Mlrza, Husain Beg Icliak Oghll Istajlu Lola 
(guardian), and Wall Khalifa Shamlu to capture Qandaliar. Shah 
Muhammad took proper steps for defending the fort. When the 
siege was protracted, Sultan Husain Mlrza became disgusted and 
raised the siege. The Shah was displeased, and sent back the Mlrza. 
with ‘All Sultan, the Governor of Shiraz, to take the fort by every 
means in their power. ‘All Sultan, who had boasted about this 
enterprise, made great attempts for reducing the fort, but was sent 
to the other world by a bullet. Thereafter a discord developed 
amongst the Iranian troops, and as the Mlrza could neither return nor 
carry on, he passed his time staying outside the fort. When the news 
reached Emperor Akbar from the reports of Shah Muhammad, he 
wrote 2 back in reply that Humayun used to say that when India had 
been reconquered, Qandaliar would be handed back to the Shah. 
It was not proper, therefore, that Shah Muhammad should have 
gone to war with the Iranians and brought the matter to such an 
extremity. It was now proper that he should make over the fort to 
the Shah’s servants, and come back to India afeer rendering 
(to the Shah). 

1 See Akbarnama , Text, II, pp. 78, 79; Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 
120. 121. The account is materially different from the version in Iskandar 
Mirzi’s Tarikb 'Alum Ara’i ‘Abbas’t (Lith. edn.), p. 70. 

2 Akbarnama, Beveridge's translation, II, p. 121. 
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The account by the author of the ‘Alam Ara’I 1 2 is totally different 
from this version. He writes that, in the first instance, the Shah of 
Persia at the request of Shah Muhatnmd Qilatl sent Sultan Husain 
Mirza with Wall Khalifa Shamlii to assist him. When Shah VardI, son 
of Khalifa Shamlu, with a force fell unexpectedly on Bahadur Khan, 
and drove him off, Shah Muhammad fraudulently retained possession 
of the fort. The Iranian officials took possession of ZamTn Dawar, 
and sent an account of the circumstances to the Shah. In 565 A.H. 
(1558 A.D.) the Shah appointed ‘All Sultan II Oghll Dhulqadar with a 
well equipped army to take Qandahiir. He appointed to the chief com¬ 
mand Sultan Husain Mirza. Shah Muhammad Qilatl defended the fort 
for six months, hut when no reinforcements arrived from any source, he 
asked for quarter, and having arranged for terms and guarantees, 
handed over the fort and went away to India. It is probable that both 
the Iranians and Indian authors have been partial in their accounts. 3 4 
A careful review alone would establish the veracity of the records. 

In short, Shah Muhammad Qilatl came to the Court in the end 
of the 3rd year, and was received with princely favours; he was 
appointed to the rank of 2,000 and granted the title of Khan. In 
the 12th year, he was appointed to the government of the fort of 
K 5 tah 3 , and this office was the source of ensuring for him a luxurious 
life. In the 17th year, when Khan A'zam Koka fought a battle 
with Muhammad Husain Mirza in the territory of Gujarat, Shah 
Muhammad, who was in the left wing, was wounded', and had to 
retire to Ahmadabad. His son ‘Add Khan was at first appointed 
with Adham Khan Koka to the Malwa Expedition. Afterwards, 
he was deputed with Muhammad Quli Khan Barlas against Iskandar 
Khan Uzbeg, who had raised his rebellious standards in Oudh. He 

1 Tarikb ‘'Alam Aril 'i 'Abbiisi (I.ith. eiln.), p. 70 ct seq. 

2 The version in larikh ‘Alam Arit'i ‘Abbiisi is more likely to be correct 
as Akbar would not voluntarily have agreed to surrender the fort. 

3 Akb/irnUma, Text, II. p. 303, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 444. 

4 Akbarnama , I ext, I, p. 25, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 34. 
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did good service in the siege of ChittSr. In the beginning of the 
13th year, one day Emperor Akbar went for a tiger hunt. He woun¬ 
ded it with an arrow, but the infuriated tiger started to advance. The 
Emperor was waiting for an opportunity to discharge another arrow 
at him, but the tiger would not move towards him. Dastam Khan 
was, therefore, ordered to advance and draw the tiger towards himself. 
‘Adil Khan, who was under a cloud in those days, thought that general 
permission had been granted (to advance), and went forward with 
his bow and arrows. Unfortunately the arrow, which he shot, missed, 
but he attacked the tiger. He pushed his left hand into the tiger’s 
mouth, and put his other hand on his dagger. The dagger stuck 
to the scabbard, and while he was trying to release it, the tiger 
gnawed his hand. At last, however, he drew the dagger, and 
inflicted two wounds on the tiger’s mouth. The tiger seized his 
right hand with his mouth. Meanwhile other men arrived, and 
killed the tiger with their swords. In the melee ‘Add Khan was 
wounded. He lay ill for four months on a bed of pain till he died. 

It is stated that he had become enamoured of the wife of his 
father’s Divan. She being a chaste lady would not yield to him. His 
father bade him desist from his nefarious purpose, and gave him good 
advice. On this account, one day becoming enraged with lus father, 
he struck him with his swotd 1 . Good God! what stone-heartedness 
and what inhumanity! For a branch to quarrel with the trunk is to 
strike one’s own foot with an axe! And to fail in respect of one’s 
parents is to cast oneself into the well of baseness! 

Verse 

Be not heedless of retribution for your deeds! 

Wheat is grown from wheat, barley from barley! 

His second son was Qiyam Khan, who received the title of Khan 

1 The accounts of the tiger hunt and Adhain Khan’s conduct are taken 
almost verbatim from Akbiirnama, Text, II, pp. 328, 329, Beveridge’s transla¬ 
tion, II, p. 483. 
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during the reign of Emperor Jahangir, and was for long a Qarawal 
(Scout and huntsman). 

Let it not be forgotten that of old the Qandahar fort has been a 
subject of contention between the great Safavl dynasty on the one 
hand and the sublime Tlmunds on the other. Sometimes it was under 
the control of the former, while at others officers of the latter managed 
it. Inasmuch as Emperor Babur conquered it from the Arghuns, 
there can be no doubt that it appertained to the Chaghta’I family. 
On the other hand as in earlier times, it was under the rulers of 
Khurasan, and Emperor Humayun had promised the Shah of Iran to 
present it to him, if the Safavl rulers laid claims to it, their demand 
was valid. But the wise men of old have regarded Kabul and Qanda¬ 
har as the two gateways of India—for one leads on to the route to 
Turan, and the other to Iran—and only by guarding these two 
can the extensive territory of India be protected against foreign aggre¬ 
ssion. Consequently, it is but right and proper that the gates should 
pertain to the master of the House. Especially if Kabul be in the 
hands of the kings of India, so also should Qandahar be. All this 
depends on the master of the House being strong and vigilant. Care¬ 
lessness in this respect would result in neither the Home nor the appur¬ 
tenances remaining under his control. Accordingly it came to pass 
that the Shahinshah of the Age, Nadir Shah, converted these two into 
one and so came on to Delhi, and succeeded as he did. 

Although the vicissitudes of Qandahar have been described in this 
work wherever it was appropriate to do so, yet we shall include here 
a summary. The territory of Qandahar was during the time of Sultan 
Husain Mlrza, the ruler of Khurasan, and his son, Badl'-uz-Zaman, 
in the possession of Amir Dhii-un-Nun Arghiin and of lus father 
Shuja* Beg. When the Mlrza died, and his family was extirpated 
after Khurasan passed into the hands of ShaibanI Khan Ozbcg, Shuja‘ 
Beg submitted to the latter and was graciously received. In the same 
year, Babur led an army against Qandahar, and taking it from the 
Arghuns made it over to lus brother Nasir Mlrza, and himself return¬ 
ed to Kabul. When ShaibanI Khan heard of it, he attacked Qanda- 



t*l-Umara\ Shah Muhammad Khan Qilutl 761 

har, and after a siege of some days, Nasir Mlrza abandoned it to him. 
ShaibanI Khan having restored it to the Arghfins returned. When, 
after him, Khurasan came into the possession of Shah Isma'Tl Safavl, 
bhuja' Beg offered allegiance to him, and was on terms of cordiality 
with the Beglar Beg! of Herat. Later Babur again came and besieged 
Qandahar. Shuja' Beg appealed for help to Durwesh Khan Shatnlu, 
the Beglar Bcgl of Herat. He represented to Babur that Shuja' Beg 
was a servant of the Shah, and that the preservation of friendship 
between Babur and the Shah depended upon the former not interfering 
with Shuja' Beg in any way. Thereupon Babur withdrew to Kabul 1 . 
Shuja' B?g left a trusted agent by the name of Mtilla Baqi at Qanda¬ 
har, and went off to Khurasan. That trusted agent, however, was not 
worthy of the trust, and delivered the territory to Babur; and the 
latter entrusted it to his son Mfrza Kamran. Later in 941 A.H. 
( I 534"35 A.D.) during the reign of Shah Tahmasp, Sam Mlrza the 
brother of the Shah without the permission or acquiescence of the Shah, 
advanced to Qandahar in company with Aghuzlwar Mian Shamlu, 
who was the Beglar Bcgl of Khurasan and the guardian of the Mlrza. 
Khwaja Kalan BCg, who was one of Babur’s officers and was holding 
Qandahar on behalf of Mlrza Kamran, defended the fortress for eight 
months. Meanwhile Mlrza Kamran hastened from Lahore with 
20,000 cavalry, and fought a battle with Sam Mlrza. Aghuzlwar 
Khan was taken a prisoner and put to death, and Sam Mlrza went 
back defeated 3 . Mlrza Kamran left Khwaja Kalan B<5g in-charge 
and returned to Lahore. In 943 A.H. (1536-37 A.D.) when Shah 

1 This and the account of Qandahar generally is based on Tart kb ‘Alam 
Ara l ‘Abbasi, edn. cited, p. 69. but the year in which Babur was prevailed upon 
by Durwesh Khan to refrain from attacking Qandahar is not mentioned there. 
Presumably it was during Isma'il’s reign, but Isma'il died in 930 A.H. (1524 
A.D.) and it may be that Babur’s attack on Qandahar and its subsequent surren¬ 
der by Mulia Baqi took place early in Tahmasp’s reign. According to the 
account in F.rskine’s History of India, I, p. 355, which is based on Tirikh-i-Sind, 
Shuja' Beg surrendered Qandahar to Babur in 1522 A.D. in Isma'il’s reign. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, I, p, 135, Beveridge’s translation, I, p, 307. also sec 
Tarikb-i-Rasbidi (Ross & Elias’s translation), p. 468. 
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Tahmasp came for the sixth time to Kh urasan to put down the 
disturbance caused by Ubaid Khan Ozbeg. He, inasmuch as a high 
official of the Iranians had been slain along with a large number of his 
followers, out of indignation and ardour personally came to Qandahar. 
Khwaja Kalan Beg put in order all the magazines of the wardrobe, 
pantry, etc., and sent the keys to the Shah. He further sent word 
that he had not the means of defending the fort or of giving battle, 
nor could he consistently with loyalty wait upon the Shah. He had, 
therefore, considered it right to put the magazines in order, and 
placing these at the disposal of the guest himself withdrew from the 
fort. The Shah appointed Budagh Khan Qajar as the Governor of 
the fort, and returned to Iran. When Khwaja Kalan returned to 
Lah 5 re by way of Uchh, Mirza Kamran did not allow him for a 
month to present himself. He said, “Why could you not defend 
the place till I came”. He again marched to Qandahar, and 
besieged it. As Budagh Khan saw that no help could reach him from 
the Shah, who had gone to Adharbaijan and was engaged in fighting 
with the Sultan of Turkey, he asked for quarter, and retired to 
Iran. The Mirza again strengthened Qandahar, and returned to 
Lahore, When the ChaghcaTs were driven out of India by the 
Afghans, Mirza Kamran hastened back to Kabul, and Mirza 
Hindal separating from Humayun took possession of Qandahar. 
Mirza Kamran again collected an army, and besieged the fort for six 
months. Mirza Hindal was forced, owing to the running short of 
provisions, to come to terms, and made over the fort to him. Mirza 
Kamran gave over Qandahar to Mirza ‘Askari, his second brother, and 
hastened back to Kabul 1 . When in the year 951 A. 11 . (1544 A.D.) 
Humayun went over to Iran to ask help from the Shah, he promised 
that whenever he took Qandahar, he would make it over to the Shah’s 
servants. Accordingly, when Qandahar was first conquered by him, 
he made it over to Budagh Khan Qajar, who was the commander of 
the Iranian contingent, and guardian of Sultan Murad Mirza. But 


1 Akbarnama, Text, I, p. 200; Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 408, 
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Humayfin’s affairs had not yet been settled, and as there was no 
asylum for the families of the Chaghtal officers, so Qandahar was 
taken back from the Iranians and Bairatn Khan—who was a well-wisher 
of both parties—was given charge of it 1 . For many years Humayun 
had no peace on account of contentions with Mirza Kamriin in Kabul 
and Badakhshan, while after the reconcjuest of India he had no leisure 
to fulfil his promise to the Shah. At last in Emperor Akbar’s time, 
as has been narrated above, Shah Muhammad Khan Qilatl moved in 
the matter, and by the orders of the Shah of Iran, Qandahar was made 
over to Sultan Husain Mirza. For more than thirty seven years ic 
was in his and his children’s possession. In 1003 A.H. (1595 A.D), 
and in the 40th year of Emperor Akbar’s reign, his eldest son Muza- 
ffar Husain made ic over to the royal servants 2 , and took up service 
under the Crown in India. In io]i A.H. (1622 A.D.), the 17th year 
of Emperor Jahangir’s reign, Shah ‘Abbas I besieged 3 4 it for forty 
days, and took it from Khwaja ‘Abdul ‘Aziz NaqshbandT, who showed 
extreme lack of courage in defending it. Again in the 1 ith year of 
Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign, 1047 A.H. (1637-38 A.D-), ‘All Mardan 
Khan Zlg becoming alarmed, on account of the wrath and cruelty 
of Shah Safi Safavi, and the insouciance of the Iranians, turned to the 
Emperor Shah Jahan, and made over'* the fort to his officers. Later, 
Shah ‘Abbas II in the 22nd year of Shah Jahan’s reign, came with an 
army and besieged Qandahar for two months 5 . Accordingly Mirza 
‘Abdul Qadir of Tun has written in connection with this expedition. 

1 For a detailed account of the conquest of Qandahar by Humayun see 
Akbarnama, Text, I. pp. 229-241, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 459 ' 475 - 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp.668, 669; Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1026. 

3 Tttzuk-i lab'angiri, Rogers & Beveridge's translation. II, p. 233. For 
an account of the siege of Qandahar see Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, pp. 
342, 350. The duration of the siege is staled there as 45 and not 40 days. 

4 For a detailed account see Banarsi Prasad Sakscna's History of Shah- 
jahan, pp. 215-217. The fort was made over on 28th February, 1638. 

5 See History of Sbahjahan, pp. 224, 225. The fort was occupied by 
the Persians on nth February, 1649. 
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Verse 

From above and below die fore it appeared 

As if the Iranians were fire, and the Indians smoke. 

At last Khwas Khan the Qil'adar capitulated, and went back to 
India. From that time till the beginning of Emperor Bahadur Shah’s 
reign Qandahar was in the possession of Iranians. When the Iranian 
Kingdom became weaker, Mir Awais ‘Abdali—who had charge of 
Qandahar under the Shah—got possession of the fort, and sending the 
keys to Emperor Bahadur Shah requested for appointment to a 
Mansab, as has been detailed in his biography. After that it came 
into the hands of the Shahinshah (Nadir Shah). It is stated that ar 
present Qandahar has assumed fresh splendour owing to the interest 
of that powerful monarch, and chat in die neighbourhood of the fore a 
town has been founded and named Nadirabad. 

Qandahar 1 is an extensive territory, and belongs to the third 
clime. Its length from Qililt Banjarah to Gh 5 r and Gharjistiin (in 
Khurasan) is 300 kos, and its breadth from Sind to Farah 260 kos. 
Its boundaries are in the East Sind, in the West Farah, in the North¬ 
west Ghor and Gharjistan, to the North-east Kabul and Ghaznln, in the 
South SiwI (Sehwan). The fort of Qandahar is famous throughout 
the world for its impregnability. Its longitude is 107 0 40" and its 
latitude 33 0 . Most of its inhabitants are Afghans, Baluchis and 
'Abdalls. It consists of 24 Mahals (parganas), and the revenue is 
computed at seven krors of clams-, this is equal to the revenues of 
Balkh and Badakhshan. 


1 Based on A'in, see Jarrctt’s translation, III, p. 68, where the longitude 
is given as 107° 50' and the latitude as 38° %'; 38 is apparently a printer’s 
error for 33, as it is in che Text (II, p. 36). The correct latitude of Qandahar 
I s 3 *° 37 ’ N. and the longitude from Greenwich 65° 30' E. 
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SHAH NAWAZ KHAN BAHADUR MIRZA IRAJ 
(Vol. II, pp. 645-648). 

He was a w'orthy heir of Khan Khan a 11 Mlrza ‘Abdur Rahim 1 . In 
his early youth he was called the young Khan Khaniin. He was the 
distinguished of the age for his bravery, valour and military skill. In 
the 40th year of Emperor Akbar’s reign, he was appointed to the 
rank of 400. In the 47th year corresponding to 1010 A.H. (1601 
A.D.), he raised the standard of victory and greatness as a result of 
fighting with Malik ‘Ambar HabshI neat Nandair, and was rewarded 
with the title of Bahadur 2 . It is stated that in this battle when both 
sides disregarded personal safety in their brave attempts, the Mlrza 
performed feats which caused the stories of Rustum and Isfnndiyar to 
be forgotten. Malik ‘Ambar, who was carried off wounded from the 
battlefield, from that day became so terrified that he had an interview 
with the Khan Khanan, and made peace. In Emperor Jahangir’s time 
Shah Nawaz Khan was appointed Governor of Bcrar, and the Balaghat 
Ahmadnagar. His noble deeds in this capacity are more numerous 
than can be narrated in these pages. Especially the KhirkT master¬ 
piece, which was a great battle in the 10th year of Jahangir’s reign, 
1024 A.H. (1615 A.D.). After Shah Nawaz Khan had established 
himself in Balapur Berar, some of the Deccan leaders, such as Adam 
Khan, Ya'qut Khan and MalujI Kantih being annoyed with Malik 
‘Ambar, made a compact with Shah Nawaz Khan, and urged him 
to give battle to Malik ‘Ambar. Shah Nawaz behaved politely and 
cordially, and having given them money and goods started them off, 
and himself marched out. Before the battle with Malik ‘Ambar, 
Mahaldar Khan, Atish Khan, Dilawar Khan and other leaders of the 
Nizam-ul-Mulk engaged Shah Nawaz, and after defeat fled and 

1 MaHthir-ul-Umarii. Text, I, pp. 693-7 1 * 3 > Beveridge’s translation, I. pp. 
50-65. 

2 Akbarnama , Text, III, p. 815, Beveridge’s translation. Ill, p. 1223. He 

was granted the tide of Shah Nawaz Khan in the 6th year of Jahangir’s reign, 

$ee Tffzuk-i-laban^iri, Rogers and Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 197. 
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joined Malik ‘Ambar. He with a large force, abundant artillery 
and many warlike elephants, and the combined forces of ‘Add Shah 
and Qucb Shah came forward to seek battle. When he was within 
five or six kos of the army, Ya'qub Khan BadnkhshI—who was an 
old and experienced soldier, and whom the Khan Khanan had placed 
in-charge of the Mlrza—in conjunction with Muhammad Khan 
NiyazI* fixed the battlefield at a place which had a stream in front. 
They strengthened it with expert marksmen. As soon as the enemy's 
cavalry, which consisted of young men trained by Malik ‘Ambar, 
galloped to the river bank, the marksmen on the other side fired at 
them and killed many men and horses. After that Dariib Khan 
with the heroes of the vanguard and other brave men crossed the 
stream and attacked the enemy. As Malik ‘Ambar stood firm in 
the centre, the flame of fighting shone for a long time. There were 
heaps of dead bodies. Ic is stated that Shalt Nawaz Khan did 
wonderful deeds on that day. He fell like a raging tiger on the 
enemy, whichever side he turned he dispersed them like the stars of the 
Great Bear. Malik ‘Ambar losing heart had to withdraw, and the 
Mlrza, who pursued him for three kos, slew many of the fugitives. 
Owing to the darkness of the night and the fatigue of his men he 
returned. A large number of the enemy’s officers, artillery, elephants, 
and goods fell into his hands. Next day he went to Khirkl—at a 
distance of five kos from Daulatabad and now known as Aurangabad 
—which was the residence of Malik ‘Ambar. As no sign of the 
enemy was found there, he burned the houses and gardens, and 
levelled them to the ground. From there he went by the pass of 
Rohinkhera to Balapur 1 . All the Amirs, who accompanied him, were 
promoted by the Emperor, and he was granted the high rank of 
5000®. Emperor Jahangir, who was in Ajmer at the time, returned 
thanks for the victory by going on foot to the shrine of Mu‘Tn-ud-Dln 
ChishtI, and offering money and food. 

1 The account is taken alinosl verbatim from Tuzuk-i-Jahaugirt, Rogers & 
Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 312-314. 

? 'l tizuk-i-}ahangert, Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 5. 
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When in the 12th year Malik ‘Amhar, through the exertions of 
Prince Shah Jahan, handed back the imperial territories, which he 
had taken possession of, and made over the keys of the forts, the 
Prince .after disposing ofl the affairs of the Deccan, appointed Shah 
Nawaz Khan with 12,000 horse to the charge of the conquered 
territory of the Balaghat. As in the prime of youth and glory he 
had become addicted to wine, he took it in excess at the instance 
of evil companions. I11 the 14th year of the reign 1028 A.H. 
(1619 A.D.) he 1 died. Mirza Jraj was a young man of a lofty 
genius, and one who combined wisdom with courage. He was 
unequalled as a leader. But with these good qualities, lie was stingy, 
and dressed poorly. 

SHAH NAWAZ KHAN J SAEAVI 
(Vol. If, pp. 670 676). 

His name was Mirza Badi‘-uz-/.aman, but lie was generally known 
as the Mirza Dcccanl. He was the best of the sons of Mirza Rustam 
of Qandahar. During the reign of Emperor Jahangir he gained 
wealth and was raised to the rank of an Amir, and was exalted with 
the title of Shah Nawaz Khan. He rendered service in the provinces 
of Tatra (Sind) and Bihar. After the death of Emperor Jahangir 
he sided with Asaf Khan in the affair of the inexperienced Sbariyar, 
and rendered good service 3 4 . In the 3rd year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s 
reign he was deputed' 1 with Khwaja Abfil Hasan Turbatl to liberate 
Niisik and Trimbak. In the 9th ycat when four large armies under 
the commands of famous peers of the realm set off from Daulatabad 
to devastate the ‘Adil Sliahl country and to conquer the remaining 
forts of the Nizam-ul'Mulk’s domain, Shah Nawaz Khan w'as ordered® 

1 Op. kit., p. Hy. 

2 See Blochnjanu's translation of A '"‘ I (md edition), p. 5 2 7 > note 1. 

3 He was rewarded with various gifts and appointments to the rank of 
3,coo with 1,5000 horse, Badshahnama. I, pt. i, p. 181. 

4 Op. cit., p. 317. 5 Badshahnama. I, pt. ii, p. 140, 



768 Shah Nawaz Khan Safavl \Maathir- 

to accompany Saiyid Khan Jahan Barah, and was entrusted with the 
vanguard. 

One day — when the enemy mustered in great force—as the brunt 
of a Deccani battle is in the rearguard, Shah Nawaz Khan claimed 
the rearguard as his post. After the meeting of the two armies 
fighting went on for a watch ( pahr ). When the pressure of the 
enemy became excessive, Saiyid Khan Jahan joined Shah Nawaz, and 
drove off the foe. On that day he performed great deeds’. On 
account of his high lineage and noble descent, his noble daughter 
was married to Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur on 23rd Dhul 
Hijja of the ioih year of accession (8th May, 1637 A.D.). Emperor 
Shah Jahan at the end of the night of the feast came by boat to his 
house, and in his presence the dower was fixed at four lacs of rupees. 
Talib Qallm found the chronogram: 

Time bound two pearls in a necklace. 

(Do gatihar ba yak 'aqd dauran kashlda —1047 A.H. (1643 
A.D.). 

As on that night the fachcr of the bride, in accordance with the 
custom of Upper India—that the father of the bride should not appear 
in the assembly-—was not present, he next day proffered suitable 
gifts. Articles to the value of a lac of rupees were accepted 1 2 . In 
the 13th year another daughter was sought in marriage for Prince 
Muhammad Murad Bakhsh, and as at that time Shuh Nawaz Khan 
was busy with settling the affairs of Orissa province, it was ordered 
that his wife Nauras Banu Begum with her daughter should come to 
the Court, and conduct the ceremonies 3 . Later the governorship of 

1 Op. cit., p. 1 57 - 

2 The marriage really took place in 1046 A.H.—in the last month o£ the 
year, 23rd Dhul Hijja or 8th May, 1637; fora detailed account see op. cit., 
pp. 267-270. The bride’s name was Dilras Banu, and she was the mother of 
Prince Akbar. 

Banarsi Prasad Sakscna, History of Shahjaban, p. 370, has confused Shah 
Nawaz Kh 5 n with Shah Nawaz fylian son of 'Abdur Rahim Khan Khanati. 

3 Badshahniima, II, pp, 304, 305. 
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Jaunpur 1 2 was assigned to the said Khan, and in the 20th year he was 
honoured by being appointed 3 as the Governor of Malwa. 

When Islam Khan, the Governor of the Deccan died, he, on 
account of his being near the spot, was ordered to go there with all 
haste, and look after the defence of the country. In the same year, 
the 22nd, Prince Murad Bakhsh was sent off to govern the four 
provinces of the Deccan. As Shah Nawaz showed signs of wisdom, 
prudence, greatness and leadership, he was appointed as the guardian 
and Vakil of the Prince 3 . In the beginning Shah Nawaz Khan made 
laudable efforts to bring order into the confused affairs of that terri¬ 
tory. He led an army against DSogarh, and returned after having 
settled that affair. But as the Prince, as a result of his youth and 
inexperience, was self-willed to the extreme, they could not get on 
smoothly. Consequent on their disagreement, affairs did not prosper 
and cases were not disposed of. On this account the Prince went to 
the Court in the 23rd year, and Shah Nawaz {Chan was sent back 4 
to the province of Malwa. In the 26th year he was promoted to the 
rank of 5,000 foot with 5,000 horse—two-and three-horse, and 
honoured by being appointed as the Governor of Oudh, and the fief- 
holder of Gorakhpur and Bahraich 3 . When towards the end of 
Shah Jahan’s reign Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur marched 
against Bljapur, Shah Nawaz Khan and other officers were detailed 
from the Court to this expedition. The undertaking had not been 
completed, when the feline tricks of Dara Shikoh caused confusion 
to spread all over. Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur prudently 
marched to Upper India with proper equipment. Shah Nawaz Khan 
wisely delayed, and refusing to accompany him remained in Burhan- 
piir. The Prince got him out oE his house, and placed him under 
surveillance 0 in the citadel. At last, after the battle with Dara 

1 Op, cit., p. 332, 

2 Op.dt., p. 583. 

3 'AmaL Saltb, III. p. 64. 

4 Op. cit., p. 103. 5 Op. cit., p, 154. 

6 Op. cit., pp. 282, 283. Also see 'Alamgirnama, pp, 52, 53. 
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Shikoh and the accession of Aurangzlb, an order was sent appointing 
Shah Nawaz Khan as Governor of Gujarat and raising him to the rank 
of 6,000 with 6,000 horse 1 . He had not as yet settled down in 
that office, when Dara Shikoh as a result of pursuit by the forces 
of ‘Alamglr, went from Multan to Sind, and from there to Gujarat. 
When Dara Shikdh arrived in the neighbourhood of Ahmadabad, 
Shah Nawaz Khan, either on account of being offended at the 
Burhanpur incident, or of his not having the means of resistence— 
though he could have escaped to the Deccan or to Aurangzlb—with 
all his wisdom dropped the thread of resolution and hastened to 
welcome Dara Shikoh. He brought him into the city and into the 
royal Hall of Audience. Dara Shikoh, out of respect to his father, 
wanted to take a lower seat, but Shah Nawaz Khan insisted on placing 
him in the royal window ( Jharoka ). Though that unfortunate 
wished to proceed by way of Sultanpur and Nandarbar to the Deccan, 
and there to raise the standard of power, but on receiving the false 
news about the battle with Shah Shuja‘ and the defeat and capture of 
Aurangzlb, and accepting these unconfirmed rumours as correct, he 
resolved to march to Agra and to release Shah Jahan. He made Shall 
Nawaz Khan his companion and adviser, and bade him collect troops; 
he gathered some 20,000 horse. 

Meanwhile a succession of letters came from Raja Jaswant Singh 
to the effect that the image of loyalty to Shah Jahan was graven on 
his heart, and that Dara Shikoh should come quickly to him, and that 
the Raja and all other Rajputs were ready to sacrifice their lives in his 
service. Dara Shikoh thereupon gave up the idea of going to Agra 
and taking with him Shah Nawaz Khan and all his sons and relations 
hastened to Ajmer 2 . When that man, who was indifferent to the 
sanctity attached to the good name of a Maharaja, did not join Dara 
Shikoh, the latter was compelled to erect a circle of walls from the 
fort of Garh Pathll to the low hills, and to prepare entrenchments to 

1 'Alamgirnama, pp. 209, 2 10. 

2 Id., pp. 296-300. 
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oppose Emperor Aurangztb. After many fights on 29th Jammada II, 
1069 A.H. (14th March, 1659 A.D.) Dilcr Khan and Shaikh Mir 
bravely advanced to a position opposite the defile near' the Gokla 
Pahari, which was held by Shah Nawaz Khan, and bravely crossing 
it drove off his men by the showers of arrows (bullets). At this time 
Shah Nawaz Khan was in attendance on Dara Shikoh, On hearing 
the news of this reverse he hastened to the spot, and exerted himself 
to repel the attack. In the crisis of the battle, whde he was main¬ 
taining himself on the top of the entrenchment, a bullet hit him 
in the navel and killed him 1 2 . Dara Shikoh after his death lost 
courage and took to flight. Aurangzlb on account of old con¬ 
nections with that member of a noble family treated his body 
with respect, and had it buried in the courtyard of the tomb of 
Mu‘In-ud-Dln Chishti. From the beginning of his career Shah 
Nawaz Khan strove after orderliness, method, and a comfortable 
mode of life. He conducted himself with prudence and caution. 
Me was skilled in the management of worldly affairs and himself 
used to look into both the general plans and details. He was very 
fond of fishing and hunting, and was also fond of music. No 
one else had so many singers and musicians in his entourage. 
After his death, Ma'sum Khan, his eldest son, had the rank of 
2,000. His second son Mir Mu'azzam, who had the title of Siyadat 
Khan, attained the rank of 1,500. In the 26th year, 1094 A.H. 
(1683 A.D.) Prince Ktim Bakhsh was married at Aurangabad to Azarin 
Banu", daughter of Siyadat Khan. In the 27th year Siyadat Khan was 
granted the title of Mu'azzam Khan 3 , and appointed Qiitihbegt (Chief 
Falconer) in succession to Mughal Khan. He had a turbulent disposition. 

1 'Alamgirnama, pp. 323. 324. l ; or remarks about Shah Nawaz I£han, see 
also Irvine, Storia do Mogor, I, p. 325. On page 344 of the same work 
Manucci has a curious story about Shah Nawaz I£han having been killed in cold 
blood after the battle. This is undoubtedly incorrect. 

2 Maathir-i-'Alum gift, p. 225. 

3 In the 28th and not the 27th year, as in the text, see Maathir-i- 
‘AUmgiri, p. 246. 
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(MIRZA) SHAH NAWAZ KHAN SAFAVI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 692-694). 

His name was Sadr-ud-Dln Muhammad, and he was the son of 
Mirza Sultan Safavi 1 2 3 . He was a souvenir ( Yddgdr ) of the Safavi 
family. Through good furtune the high rank of on Amir was inheri¬ 
ted by him from his father and grandfather, but he was the last of 
the family, as after him even up to the present day, none of that 
family has attained any distinction. In short, he was well known 
after the death of his father, and was appointed to campaign's far and 
near. In the 26th year of Emperor Aurangzib’^ reign he was honour¬ 
ed by the grant of the title of Khan, and appointment as Faujdar 
of Ramgir a . After that he was made Faujdar of Trij Bhandcr in 
the province of Agra, and thereafter of Punar in the province of 
Berar. In the 44th year, he was exalted by being appointed as the 
Governor of Khandgsh in place of Mu'taqad Khan, and promoted by 
increase of 500 to the rank of 2,000 s . Afterwards, he was appoin- 
ed as the 3rd Bakhshi, and with the addition of the word Mirza 4 5 
his name became Sadr-ud-Dln Muhammad Khan Safavi. When 
the imperial army proceeded from Bahadurgarh—which had been the 
seat of its encampment for a time—for taking the fort of Kondhana; 
the heavy baggage was left at Bahadurgarh. And the Bakhshi-ul-Mulk 
Mirza Sadr-ud-Dln Muhammad Khan, who had the rank of 2,500 
with 800 horse, was granted a further increase of 500 with 200 
horse, thus raising his rank to 3,000 with 1,000 horse; he was 
given an elephant and left in-charge of the camp'. In the 48th 
year, on the death of Ruh Ullah Khan, the 2nd Bakhsbi, he in his 

1 For his account see Maatbir-ul-UmarH, Text, III, pp. 581-583. 

2 MaZthir-i-'Alamgir't, p. 234. 

3 Of. at., p. 433- 

4 He was granted the title of Mirza in the 45th year, of. cit., p, 439. 

5 Of. at., p. 472, where it is recorded that he was granted a horse, an 
elephant and a dress of honour on this occasion. 
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absence was promoted to the post 1 of 2nd Bakhsb't, and summoned 
from the Camp to the Presence. After the taking of Wagmgera, 
he received a further increase of 500 2 . 

After Emperor Aurangzib’s death, he accompanied'’ Muhammad 
A‘zam Shah. When in the battle with Bahadur Shah, A‘zam Shah 
was killed, many of Aurangzlb’s officers and WalashahTs joined 
Bahadur Shah, and only a few withdrew. Shah Nawaz Khan was 
wounded 4 and remained in the field. When he waited on the new 
Emperor Bahadur Shah, he was confirmed in his appointment, and 
received the rank of 5,000 and the title of Hisanvud-Daulah Mlrza" 
Shah Nawaz Khan Safavi. He was greatly honoured, and when 
Bahadur Shall died in Lahore, and four claimants contended for the 
sovereignty, each officer joined the prince with whom he had been 
connected. The Khan joined ‘Azim-ush-Shan, Two or three days 
before the battle, when strife was ripe all round, lie was returning 
after visiting him, and was passing near the tents of Jahan Shah. 
The latter’s men mistook him, and cut him to pieces 6 . According 
to another account, on the day of the battle when ‘Azmvush-Shan 
was killed, he wanted to join Jahan Shah. In the confusion men 
riddled him with bullets. Though he cried loudly that he had no 
hostile intentions, no one listened 7 . They attacked his elephant, 
and struck him. He was a man devoid of good or evil, and was 
very slimly built. He was weliknown for his frugal eating. It is 
stated that for him, they prepared out of one partridge some roast, 
some pilau and some curry. When taking milk, he increased the 
quantity by masbas, and when it reached the tola stage he developed 
indigestion. 

1 Op. cit., p. 489. 2 Op. til., p. 505. 

3 f£hafi f£han, II, p. 572. 4 Op. cit., p. 596. 

5 Op. cit., p. 601. 6 Op. cit., pp. 685, 686. 

7 For another version see Sir Jadunath Sarker’s edition of Later Mughals, 
I, p. 173 and footnote. It is stared there that he was severely wounded in the 
battle, having 16 arrows sticking in his body, and withdrew. On the authority 
of Tarikb'i-Mubammadi it is added that he died later of these wounds. 
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SHAH QULI KHAN MAHRAM 
(Vol. 11 , pp. 605-608). 

He was Baharlu 1 2 3 , and was one of the chief servants of Bairam 
Mian. In the battle with HSmu—which was the first battle, and 
which established Emperor Akbar’s power—he rendered good service. 
When during the fight, an arrow from the quiver of the Divine 
wrath pierced Hfrnu’s eye, and came out at the back of his head, 
his men losing their courage took to flight. Shah Quli K]jan a reached 
Hcmu in time, and not knowing who he was, aimed at the elephant 
driver so that, in accordance with the prevailing custom, he might be 
able to claim the elephant as his share of the booty. The elephant 
driver from fear of his life pointed out his master. Shah Quli Khan 
on this good news became convinced of his own good fortune, and 
drove the elephant out of the fray, and produced Hcmu bound hands 
and neck before the Emperor. He became an object of favour. But 
he had become enamoured of a boy by the name of Qabiil Khan, 
who was well versed in musical arts, and always kept him in his com¬ 
pany. Emperor Akbar who considered such acts, which even with 
the purest of motives were not approved by many, highly disgusting, 
and did not approve of them at all, and especially in the case of an 
Amir —in the 3rd year of the reign ordered that the boy be taken 
away from Shah Quli Khan. The Khan, who was a prey to his pas¬ 
sions, set fire to his house and home, and donned the dress of a jogl 
(Yogi) and went into retirement. Bairam Khan laboured hard to 
straighten up the matter, and got him back into the Emperor’s favour’ 1 . 
At the time of Bairam Khan’s fall those whom he called sons and 


1 Baharlu is the name of one of the principal clans of Qaraquilu Turks to 
which Bairam I£han also belonged, see Maathir-ulAJ mard, Beveridge’s translation, 
I, p. 368. For a biography of Shah Quli sec Blochmann A'in, I (2nd edn.), 
p. 329. 

2 Akbarnama , Text, 11 , pp. 40, 41; Beveridge’s translation, 11 , pp. 64, 65. 

3 Ibid, p. 79; Ibid, II, p. 121. 
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brothers forsook him, but Shah Quit Khan remained faithfull and did 
not abandon 1 2 him. 

It is stated that when Bairam Khan at Talwara 3 in the Siwaliks 
took refuge with Raja Ganesh, and when the Emperor arrived near 
tlie lulls, Mun'im Khan, at his own request, rushed forward to bring 
back Bairam Khan, Shah Qull Khan and BabaT Zanbur’ laid hold of 
Bairam Khan’s skirt, and wept and lamented. Although Mun'im 
Khan spoke smoothingly, it was of no avail. Consequently he told 
th em to remain that night where they were and wait for news; after 
their minds were set at rest they could present themselves. From 
that time they were separated from Bairam Khan, and apparently their 
fears were on the Khan’s account. After Bairam Khan’s death, he 
received great promotions, and was elevated to the rank of an Amir. 
In the 20th year, when Khan Jahan, the Govenor of Panjab was ap¬ 
pointed Governor of Bengal, Shah Qull Khan was sent as the Governor 4 
of the former province. He always rendered good service, and this 
met with royal appoval. 

It is stated that the Emperor out of great benevolence and kindness 
took him inside the palace into the harem. When Shah Qull Khan 
went back to his house, he castrated himself. The Emperor hearing 
of this granted him the title of Mahram (confidant). In the 34th 
year at the time of returning from Afghanistan, and after crossing the 
Jhelum river, the Emperor was one day encamped at Hilan. On the 
march, it was the turn of the elephant Malul Ral. As he was tur¬ 
bulent and wicked, the Emperor wished to mount him from the back 
of a female elephant. Before, however, he had put his foot in the 

1 Akbarnama, Text. II, pp. 104, in, 118; Beveridge's translation, II. pp. 
157, 170, 180. 

2 See Jarretc’s translation, of A'irt , II, p. 318. 

3 Sec AkbarnSma, Beveridge's translation, II, p. 180, note 2, where on 
Bayazkl's authority it is stated that he was the elder Brother of Shah Qull Khan 
Mahram. 

4 Akbarnama, Text, III, p, 162; Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 230. 
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rope girdle ( Kalawa ), that rogue rushed at the female, and the Emperor 
fell down. Though the elephant rushed off in another direction, the 
fall rendered the Emperor unconscious for a time, and he suffered from 
severe pain. He himself determined that he should be bled and this 
cured him. Sedition mongers in the provinces invented wild canards, 
and many distant parganas were plundered. 1 The Shaikhawat Rajputs, 
though their leaders were in attendance at the Court, plundered Birat 2 
and from Mgwat to Rcwarl devastated the country. Accordingly in the 
35th year, Sh ah Quli Khan was deputed to put down the malcontents. 
In a short time he by his bravery and courage uprooted the plant of 
sedition, and restored tranquility. In the begining of the 41st year 
he was exalted by promotion to the rank of 4,000 and later he was 
given the rank of 5,000; he also received a flag and a drum. In the 
46th year, 1010 A.H. (1601-02 A.D.), he died of dysentery 3 at Agra. 
In spite of his age, he had a young heart. He had an abundant share 
of courage and honesty. He adopted Narnaul as his home, and 
erected magnificient buildings and built a large tank there. It is 
stated that during his illness he realized that he would not survive. 
He gave his soldiers two years’ salary in advance, and gave away to the 
needy large sums in charity; he then passed away. 


SHAH QULI KHAN NARANJI 
(Vol. II, pp. 535-536). 

He was one of Emperor Humayun’s officers. He was in constant 
attendance during his journeys and at home, and rendered valuable 
service throughout. In the 1st year of Emperor Akbar’s reign, he 
was appointed to the Panjab 4 province under Khidr Khwaja Khan. 

1 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 574, 575, 578; Beveridge’s translation, III, 
pp. 869, 870, 874; sec also the very excellent footnotes. 

1 I11 Alwar State, Birat or Parat of Jarrctt, A’in, II, p. 191, 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 799; Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 1197. 

4 Ibid, II, p. 47, Ibid, II, p. 73. 
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At the time of Bairam Khan's fall from power, he remained attached 1 2 
to him, and considered it his duty to attend on him. When MahdT 
Qa.sim Khan from the Garh territory went off to the Hijaz without 
royal permission, Shah Qull Khan, with some others, was sent in 
the i ith year to settle that territory". His later history has not come 
to the notice of the author. 

SHAH QULI KHAN WAQAS HAJI 

(Vol, II, pp. 658-661). 

He was an inhabitant of Balkh. In the beginning of the 5th 
year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he came to India from his native 
country as an ambassador of Nadhar Muhammad Khan, the ruler 
of that country. When he reached near Agra, Mu'taqad Khan 
Baklishi was sent to receive him and escort him to the Presence. He 
produced the ruler’s letter and presents valued at fifteen thousand 
rupees. He was granted a dress of honour, a decorated dagger worth 
lour thousand rupees, and Mornin, his son, was also presented with 
a dress of honour. Two days later 35 horses and 10 camels were 
presented by him, and 18 horses and some camels by his son. Thirty 
thousand rupees were given to him and ten thousand to his son as 
gifes 3 . After sometime when the Solar weighing took place, he 
received as a gift twenty thousand rupees and his son five thousand 1 5 . 
In the 6th year, he was presented with a dress of honour, a horse 
with a gilded saddle, and an elephant, and his son a dress of honour; 
he was also granted leave to return with Tarblyat Khan and an answer 
to the letter he had brought with him 6 . 

As he had seen the grandeur of India, and had become acquainted 
with the mode of administration of justice there, his heart turned 

1 AkbarnStna, Text, II, p. 107; Beveridge’s translation, II, p, 163. 

2 Ibiit, p. 272; Ibid, pp. 405, 4°6. 

3 Baclshahnama, I, pt. i,-p. 431. 

4 This was in the 6th year of the reign, op. cit., p. 451. 

5 Op. cit., pp. 465, 466, 

98 
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away from his native land, and in the 9th year he came back and 
had an audience. He received the rank of 1,000 with 800 horse, 
a dress of honour, a decorated dagger, an ornamented sword, a horse 
with a gilded saddle, an elephant and a present of twenty thousand 
rupees 1 . When in the end of the same year, it was represented that 
Mlrza Khan Manuchehr, the Faujdar of Kangra, had, as a result of 
a disturbed brain, gone into retirement, he was appointed to take 
charge of the hill country, and his rank was raised to 2,000 with 
2,000 horse. He received the title of Shah Quli Khan, and was 
given a flag, a dress of honour, a decorated dagger, a horse and an 
elephant 2 . After reaching the hill country, he set about putting it 
info order. He sent for Bhupat, son of Sangram, the Zam'mdar 
of Jammu, who always helped the Faujdars in the area, but who had 
gradually become slack in service. He came with a large force. Shah 
Quli Khan collected troops and prepared for battle. After fighting, 
Bhupat hurriedly retired to his home. Emperor Shah Jahan approved 
of Shah Quli Khan’s conduct, and in the 10th year, presented him 
with a dress of honour, drums and an elephant 3 . In the 12th year, 
when the Emperor was proceeding to the capital, Shah Quli Kh an 
waited on him on the way. He was removed from his existing 
appointment, and sent 4 as Governor of Bhakkar on the death of Jan 
Nithar Khan. In the 14th year, his rank was advanced to 3,000 
with 2,000 horse; he received a dress of honour and was appointed 
Governor of Kashmir 5 . He also received as presents a sword with 
ornamented accoutrements, and fifty thousand rupees in cash. After 
reaching Hasan Abdal, he died® in the year 1030 A.H. (1640 A.D.). 
Muhammad Amin, his son, who had the rank of 900 with 300 
horse, died in the 25th year. 


1 Badsbabndma, I, pt. ii, p. 166. 
3 Op. cit., pp, 250, 251. 
g Op, cit., p. 223. 


2 Ibid, p. 217. 

4 BadihShnama, II, p. 131. 
6 Op. cit., p. 225. 
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(MIRZA) SHAHRUKH 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 329-335). 

He was the son of Mirza Ibrahim, son of Mlrza Sulaiman 1 , the 
ruler of Badakhshan. After his father was killed, he was brought 
up by his grandfather. When he attained the years of discretion, 
inasmuch as there had been enmity and disagreement from the start 
between his mother, Muhtarim Khartum, and his grandmother 
Khurram BEgam—who had full control over Mlrza Sulaiman—he, 
at the instigation of malevolent Badakhshls, fell out with his grand¬ 
father and started to oppose him. This went so far that Mlrza 
Sulaiman left his country and migrated to India, as has been narrated 
in his account. Later, when Mirza Sulaiman after reaching India 
took leave 2 to go to Mecca, Shahrukh Mlrza and his mother sent 
petitions and presents to Emperor Akbar, and strengthened their ties 
of fealty. Mlrza Sulaiman returned from Mecca by way of Iran, 
and with the help of Mlrza Muhammad Hakim led an army against 
Badakhshan. On the basis of conceding the lands which Mlrza 
Ibrahim had held, a peace was arranged with Mlrza Sulaiman, but 
soon disagreements broke out between them. So long, however, as 
Shahrukh’s mother was alive, these disagreements were settled peace¬ 
fully. After her death, the Mlrza took to headstrong measures, and 
the troops becoming demoralized, the officers also started fighting 
about their fiefs. ‘Abdullah Khan, the ruler of Turan, who was 
watching his opportunity, hearing of this fell upon Badakhshan. The 
servants behaved unfaithfully, and the Mlrzas forced to bid adieu to 
their hereditary territory made their escape with great difficulty. 
When they reached the borders of Kabul, Mlrza Sulaiman felt 

1 See Maitbir-ul-U mar a, Text, HI, pp. 264-277 for an account of Mirza 
Sulaiman. 

2 For a detailed account of the intrigues und quarrels between Mirza 
Sulaiman and Mirza Shahrukh sec AkbarnSma, Text, III, pp. 149-158; Beve¬ 
ridge's translation, III, pp. 211-212. Mirza Sulaiman’s obtaining leave to go to 
Mecca is recorded on Text, p. 163, translation, p. 231. 



780 Shahrukh [ Maathir - 

ashamed in view of what had transpired earlier to proceed to India. 
Mlrza Shahrukh with his three sons, the twins Hasan and Husain, and 
Badi‘-uz-Zaman, started for India. In the country of the Hazarajat 
he heard that ‘Abdullah Khan had been defeated by Kulabians, and 
the Mlrza returned towards Badakhshan in the hope of recovering 
possession. Then it appeared that the ruler of Turan had taken 
possesion of Kiilab, and the Murza worse off than ever returned. On 
the way, he met Mlrza Sulaiman, who on hearing the same report 
had started back from Kabul. Just then the Ozbeg army arrived and 
started to plunder. In this confusion Mlrza Sulaiman’s horse 
stumbled and he fell on the ground. Mlrza Shahrukh dismounted, 
and offered his horse; this too ran off into the wilds. A follower set 
Mlrza Sulaiman on his own horse, and Mlrza Shahrukh dextrously got 
hold of the runaway, and they galloped away. In the confusion his 
son Hasan got separated, and this was a new grief for the father. 
When the Mlrza took the road to India and got out of the defiles, 
the missing son rejoined him. Kanwar Man Singh in the neighbour¬ 
hood of the Indus river and Raja Bhagwan Das at Lahore showed him 
hospitality. In the 29th year, Prince Daniyal welcomed him outside 
the Capital, and introduced him to the Presence’, He was honoured 
in the royal Court, and was given a present of a lakh of rupees in 
cash, goods of the Farrdsh-Kbana, five elephants, nine horses, some 
camels and several servants. In the 38th year, at the end of the 
year 1001 A.H. (1593 A.D.), Emperor Akbar gave him his 
daughter, Shakr-un-Nisa in marriage 1 2 . He was appointed Governor 
of Malwa, raised to the rank of 5,000, and sent off to his province 
with Shahbaz Khan Kambu as Ins guardian 3 . In the 40th year, he 
was deputed with prince Murad to the Dcccan. 

When Shahbaz Khan left Ahmadnagar and came to Malwa, Ujjain 
and other choice places in that province were taken over from Shahbaz 

1 Akbarn 3 ma, Text, III, p. 447, Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 670, 671. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 644; Beveridge's translation, III, p. 990. The year of 
the marriage is wrongly given there as 1 594 A.D. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 644; translation, III; p. 991. 
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Khan, and assigned to Mlrza Shahrukh as his fief 1 2 . The prince took 
up his quarters at Balaghatpur—Berar, and the imperial forces under 
the leadership of Mlrza Shahrukh and Khan Khanan, the Commander- 
in-Chief, were, in the 41st year, opposed to armies of the three chiefs 
of the Deccan under the command of Khwaja Suhail Khan of Bljapur. 
There was severe fighting. Raja All Khan, the ruler of Khand^sh, who 
commanded the left wing of the imperial forces was killed with many 
men; others losing heart fled. The Rajput leaders rallied after going 
off some distance, Mlrza Shahrukh and Khan Khanan drove off the 
force that opposed them, and spent the dark night on horseback. At 
dawn, most of the leaders of the enemy were killed, and the rest took 
to flight 3 4 . In the 43rd year, 1007 A.H, (1598-99 A.D.), on being 
summoned he reached the Presence. In the same year, Shaikh Abul 
Fadl was sent to the Deccan. The Mlrza was presented a flag and a 
drum, and sent off to Malwa to put the army there into order. On 
being called to the Deccan, he went there quickly. The Mlrza never 
spared himself in royal service. When Prince Daniyal, after the con¬ 
quest of Ahmadnagar, came to his august father at Burhanpur, the 
Mlrza was left in-charge of the territory. When Khan Khanan reached 
Ahmadnagar from the Court, the Mlrza returned to the Presence 3 . 
Later from the banks of the Narbada, he was again sent to the Deccan 
with the Prince. About the end of Emperor Akbar’s reign he held 
the rank of 7,000, In the 2nd year of Emperor Jahangir’s reign, 
1016 A.H. (1607 A.D.) he died at Ujjain*, and was buried outside 
the city. It is stated that Kabuli Begam, the daughter of Mlrza 
Muhammad Hakim, who was also married to the Mlrza, took his body 
with the intention of conveying it to Medina, and herself making the 
pilgrimage. On account of (the fear of) molestation by the Arabs of 

1 Op. cit.. Text, III, p. 717, translation, III, p. 1069. 

2 This account of the battle appears to be based mainly on Akbarnama, 
Text, III, pp. 718, 719; translation, III, pp. 1070-1072, See also the very useful 
footnotes by Beveridge, 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 747, translation, p, 1116. 

4 THzuk-i- 1 abangtri (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation), p. 119. 
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the desert, she made over the body to some camel-drivers ( Makare ) 
and went ofl to Basra. From there she went to Shiraz. Allahwardi 
Khan, the Governor of Fars, treated her with respect, and sent her to 
Isfahan (Ispahan). In the year 1022 A.H. (1613 A.D.) Shah Abbas 
II, the ruler of Iran, married her to his blinded uncle Mlrza Sultan All. 
But there was no love between him and the Begam'. In short, Mlrza 
Shahrukh was distinguished for courage and good qualities. Emperor 
Jahangir has written in his Memoirs 2 3 that although no one can be more 
faithless than a Badakhshl, but Shahrukh behaved as if he were not a 
Badakhshl He was in India for twenty years, but did not at all know 
the Indian language. Of his sons, Mlrza Muhammad Zaman, who 
assumed power in Badakhshan, was killed by the Ozbegs. For a long 
time a fictitious Muhammad Zaman raised a disturbance. Mlrza Shah 
Muhammad was kept by Mlrza Muhammad Hakim under his own 
eye. At the time of Mlrza’s death six sons were alive, Of Hasan and 
Husain, the twins, Hasan, who ran away with Khusrau, was caught on 
the second day and imprisoned, Mlrza Sultan from his early years 
was educated and trained' 1 in the service of Emperor Jahangir. The 
Emperor proposed to give his own daughter to him in marriage. The 
ladies of the harem represented that he already had many wives in 
his house. When he was questioned, he swore by the Emperor’s 
feet denying the report. Eunuchs were sent to his house, and they 
found women there in confinement; he consequently fell out of favour. 
He received Ghazlpur in fief, and died there. Mlrza Badl'-uz-Zaman, 
known as Mlrza Fathpurl, was the Bakhsbt of the Deccan in Emperor 
Jahangir’s reign. Later, he received 4 Pattan in Gujarat as his fief. 
He was a bundle of wicked bones for contention and strife, so much 

1 This account is apparently based on Tart kb 'Alam Aral 'Abbasi. 

2 Tiizuk-i-Jahangirt (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation), I, pp. 119, 120, 
where the death of Mlrza Shahrukh is recorded, and an account of his family is 
included, but this statement about his character differing from that all BadaljJ> 
shis is not included there. 

3 Op. cit., p. 24, 

4 Tuzuk-i-labangtri (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation), II, p. 10. 
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so that his brothers plagued by him killed him in Pattan. His mother 
coming to the Court appealed for justice. But as it should have been, 
she did not bring in a charge of murder 1 . The brothers were impri¬ 
soned for a time. Mirza Mughal did not prosper. He was married 
to the daughter of Darab Khan 2 , and lived on the fief of pargana 
Nimkhar-Baiswara. The last was Murza Shuja 1 Najabat Khan 3 , a 
separate account of whose career has been included. 

(RAJA) SHAHOJT BH 0 NSLE 
(Vol. II, pp. 342-358). 

It is stated 4 that his lineage extends to the Rajas of the Chittor, 
who are Sisodiahs. One of his ancestors by the name of Sur Sen for 
some reason migrated from Chittor to the Deccan, and for a time 
resided in the village of Bh 5 nsa, pargana Karkanab, Sarkar Parenda, 
in the province of Aurangabad, and took to himself the surname of 
BhonslE. Dadaji Bhonsle, one of the Raja’s ancestors, who was the 
head of the villages of Haknl, Burhl, DCvalgaon and the lower area 
of the Pargana of Poona, had two sons, Mal 5 ji and Vithoji (PffthOjI 
of the text). They became alienated from the ryots there, and moving 
over to the town of Ellora near Daulatabad took up agriculture there. 
'’Later, they moved over to the town of Sindkher (Shindkhsd) to 
Lakhoji Jadhavrao (Lakh! Jadu), the Desbmukh of Sarkar Daulatabad, 
who held a high office in the Nizam Shah! dominions, and had an 
extensive establishment; they took up service with him. Vithoji 
had eight sons, KhelojI, Panaji and others, while Malojl after long 
yearning for them had two sons. As he had great faith in Shah 

1 Op. cit., p. 259. 

2 He is probably Darab £han Mirza Darab for whom sec Ma 3 thir-ul- 
Umara , Text, II, pp, 14-17, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 450-453- 

3 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp, 821-828, translation antea, pp. 364-371. 

4 Sec i£hafi Khan, II, pp. m-112. There is also a more detailed account 
of the Marhattas in Khaz 3 na-i-'Amira (Lucknow Lith. edn.), pp. 39 et. seq., 
which is copied in Styar'i-Mut’akhkhirin (Lucknow Lith. edn.), Ill, pp. 921-926. 
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Sharif—who is buried in Ahinadnagar—he called oae Shahjl and the 
other Sharafji. LakhojI Jadhavrao, who except for a daughter of the 
name Jljabal (Jhajawa in text) had no other issues, was so greatly 
enamoured of Shahji—who was very handsome—that he took him 
up as a son, and gave him fine clothes, and golden jewelled ornaments. 

On day Jadhavrao said that he would give him the said daughter 
to Shahji in marriage. Malojl the father and Vithojl, the uncle of 
Shahji, stood up saying that the betrothal had been arranged, and 
that he should not hereafter go back on his word. But Jadhavrao’s 
tribesmen blamed him, and made him change his views. At last 
Jadhavrao became angry, and turned Malojl and Vithojl out of 
SindkhEr. They went to Anangpal Nimbalkar, who was an influen¬ 
tial landholder, and having got an army from him came to the 
neighbourhood of Daulatabad, and referred the matter to the Governor 
there. In this way was brought about the marriage of Shahji Bhonsle 
with the daughter of Jadhavrao, and Shahji BhonslS became a man of 
consequence. 

When Nizam-ul-Mulk killed 1 Jadhavrao by a clever ruse, Shahji 
quarrelled with him, and in the 3rd year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s 
reign went off to A'zam Khan the Governor of the Deccan. He was 
made a Panjhazarl with 5,000 horse, and received as gifts a jewelled 
dagger, a flag and a drum, a horse and an elephant and two lacs of 
rupees. As a result of his evil disposition he soon left him, and went 
back to Nizam-ul-Mulk. Gradually he gained great influence in the 
Nizam Shahl kingdom, and on this account Jadhavrao and other 
leaders had spite against him in their hearts. During the reign of 
Emperor Shah Jahan they arranged for an imperial army being sent 
against Shahji. This force besieged him in the fort of Maholl. hie 
addressed himself to Sikandar ‘Adil Shah and suddenly coming out of 
the fort marched off to Bljapur. When Murarl, the manager of ‘Adil 
Shah pursued Malik 'Ambar, and established stations at Chakna, 
Poona, etc., Shahji BhonslS, who had accompanied him, was granted 


1 Gasht is apparently a mistake for Kusht. 
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these areas as his assignment. Later, Shahjl Bhonslc went oft to 
Karnatik (Carnatic), and first took Pala Kankgirl by force from the 
landholders, and then married Tukabal a girl of the Mohite family. 
He had two sons by Jljabal, one Samba, who was killed by a bullet 
in the battle of Kanakglrl, and the second Siva (Shivajl), who, on 
account of his young age was with his agent at Poona, etc., which 
mabals formed his assignment. By Tukabal one son was born whose 
name was VyankojI (Ekoji in the text). 

When Shahjl 1 was living in the district of Kolar and Balapur, and 
as fortune was favourable to him, he, at the request of the Raja of 
Trichonopoly—who had been defeated by Panchi Raghav, the land¬ 
holder of Tanjore—went to his assistance, and having defeated them 
took possession of both the territories. Leaving VyankojI, his son, 
there, he returned to Kolar. VyankojI had three sons, first Shahjl, 
second Sharifjl-—both these left no issues—and the third TukojI whose 
descendants inherited both these territories and remained in possession 
of them. Meanwhile Shivajl—~who had reached the age of 16 years— 
removed his father’s agents from the management of the mahals of the 
J-igtr, and laid the foundations of his independence. In a short time 
his fortune was increased by the defection of the Bijapur officers, and 
he had collected nearly 15,000 troopers. When he saw that the 
neighbourhood—which was in the fief of Mulla Ahmad Naitha—was 
left without the defending army which had been deputed there at the 
request of the Jaglrdiir of Bijapur, he exerted himself and took posse¬ 
ssion of most of its territory—when the power of the Bljapiirls suffered 
a serious set back through the death of Muhammad 1 ‘Adil Khan, and 
as ‘All ‘Add Khan was not securely established, Shivajl cutting off 
his connection with them assumed independence. Later, when ‘All 
‘Add Khan had been able to make secure his position, Shivajl sent 
deceitful messages of submission, requested for pardon, and begged that 

1 h'or Shahjl see also Kincaid & Parasnis, History uf the Mar at ha. People, 
[ip. 5- 10 . Grant Duff, History of the Alahrattas, I, pp. 57-126, Sir Jadunath 
Sarkar, House uf Shivaji, pp. 35 - 54 - 
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Afdal Khan the general of 'Adil Khan might be sent to visit him. 
When Afdal Khan reached Konkan, Shivaji adopting an attitude of 
supplication in the name of peace invited the said Khan with a limited 
retinue to a conference near his abode. The latter put on the 
appearance of fear, and came tremblingly to the palanquin of the 
Khan. Then with a knife, which he was carrying concealed on his 
person, he killed the Khan, and shouted to his armed followers, who 
were lying in ambush in the neighbourhood. They came, and killed 
or made prisoners of the remaining forces of the Khan, and plundered 
his camp 1 2 . By this kind of actions, SluvajI was able to collect large 
quantity of equipment, and become more turbulent. When he attacked 
the imperial territory, Emperor Aurangzlb, in the 3rd year of lus reign, 
directed Shayista Khan Amlr-ul-Umara, the Viceroy of the Deccan, 
to chastise him. In the qth year Maharaja Jaswant Singh, Governor 
of Gujarat, was appointed to assist him and Chakna was taken out of 
Shivaji’s possession. 

It is stated that when Shayista Khan was staying in Poona, 
Shivaji so detailed his men for a night-attack that they could gain 
admission into the inhabited area of the camp. One night they 
entered by opening a window at the back of the dwelling which had 
been closed up by bricks and clay. The women raised an out-cry 
and Shayista Khan waking up hurried to the spot. One of the 

attackers threw a sword and this lopped ofE his index finger. Abul 

Fath his son was killed. Meanwhile the outside guards arrived, 
and Shivaji’s men hurriedly departed 3 . In the 7th year, when 

Mlrzu Faja Jai Singh was appointed to chastise him, lie moved a large 
force against his forts and besieged Purandhar. ShivajI being 

reduced to extremity, sent a message to the effect that he was 
prepared to hand over to the imperialists 23 forts in the hope that 
the Emperor would in future favour him. After protracted negotia- 


1 For Afdal fCban’s expedition see Sir J.ulimatli Sarkar’s detailed account 
in Shivaji and bis Times, pp. 59-73, also Kincaid & Parasnis, loc. cit., pp. 37-41. 

2 See Sarkar, loc. cit.. pp. 88 95 for a detailed account of the night 

attack. 



ulVmara\ 


Shahiijl Bhonsie 


7 8 7 

tious he sene in the keys of all the forts, and coming unarmed had 
an interview. Mlrza Raja treated him politely, and presented him 
a sword and dresses 1 2 . He accompanied the Mlrza in the expedition 
against Bljapur. 

When Emperor Aurangzlb heard about it, he sent an order 
demanding his presence at the Court. He hurried to the Court 
with his son SambhajI, On the day of the presentation he was, in 
accordance with the orders, admitted to the rank of a Panj-hazart 
(5,000), but owing to his narrow-mindedness he retired to a corner, 
and stayed there for a long time. He stated that he had pain 
in his belly. Permission was granted that he could retire to the 
house which had been allotted for his residence. On reaching there 
he expressed his undisguised dissatisfaction. When this was reported 
to the Emperor, he was made over to the charge of Kanwar Ram 
Singh, son of Murza Raja Cor being kept under guard, and later a 
contingent of Fulud Klun KStwal’s men was appointed to guard the 
house. He by his attention to every one of them put them off their 
guard. One night he and his son changed their dresses and escaped. 
On the way, they got on to horses, which had already been 
arranged, and went off to Mathura. And having shaved his beard 
and eye-brows, he reached the province of Haidarabad by the route of 
Benares, Bengal and Orissa. He left SambhajI with a Brahmin 
named KrishnajI Vishvanath (Kabkalas in the text) at Mathura, and 
having promised him a suitable reward arranged that he should send 
SambhajI when he was asked to do so a . 

When in the 10th year, Sultan Muhammad Mu'azzam—who 
had been appointed Viceroy of the Deccan—left with Maharaja 

1 For details of the terms of peace sec Kincaid & Parasnis loc. cit., p. 72, and 
Sarkar, loc. cit., pp. 128-132. This treaty of Piirandhar was arranged in 1665. 

2 For Shivaji's visit to Agra, his imprisonment and escape, see Kincaid & 
Parasnis, loc. cit., pp. 72-79 and Sarkar, pp. 139-161, See also ‘Alamgirnama, 
pp, 967-971, 1021. Shivaji escaped from Agra and not Delhi as is incorrectly 
stated in Elphinstone, History of India, pp. 613, 614. The flight took place on 
29th August, 1666, and he did not reach home till 30th November. 
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Jaswanc Singh, ShivajT started creating a disturbance. He plundered 
many of the imperial estates, and looted the port of Surat. And 
after the arrival of the Prince sent a message to Maharaja Jaswant 
Singh saying that he was sending his son SambhajT with the request 
that he should be favoured with the grant of a manstib so that he 
might with a suitable force perform the duty assigned co him. After 
this was accepted, he sent the said son with Pratap Rao, his agent 
and a force of 1,000 horse. He received the rank of 5,000 with 
5,000 horse, and was presented with an elephant with jewelled 
trappings, an assignment in Berar etc. After a time he recalled his 
son, but his agent and the force remained on duty. Later, some of 
the estates of SambhajT’s assignment were resumed in ordor to recover 
the advance of one lac of rupees which had been made when ShivajT 
had been called to the Court. Accordingly ShivajT recalled his agent, 
and began plundering the imperial territories. Daud Khan QuraishT 
pursued him, and ShivajT adopted guerilla ( bargiga.fi ) tactics. After¬ 
wards he concluded a treaty with the ruler of Haidarabad, and 
arranged that they should together fight the imperial forces; and they 
should start by recovering ShivajT’s forts. By this arrangement he 
obtained troops and gold from the ruler of Haidarabad, and started 
for Tanjore. He sent for his brother VyankojI with a view to meet¬ 
ing him and to bring reinforcements. He came and had an interview 
with ShivajT at Gingce (Chinchi in text). ShivajT claimed a share of 
his patrimony. VyankojT returned a polite answer, and leaving at 
midnight departed for Tanjore. ShivajT plundered his camp, and took 
possession of Gingee and his other forts; he made them over to the 
charge of his own men, and dismissed the Haidarabad forces 1 . In the 
17th year he again made peace overtures with Bahadur Khan Koka, 
Governor of the Deccan. Bahadur Klun wrote to the Court, but 
while the reply came, ShivajT stored grain and other materials, etc, in 
his own forts, and took the fort of Parnala (Panhala) from the BljapiirTs. 
He properly entertained the emissary—who had gone on behalf of the 


l See Sarkar, loc. til., pp. 304-315. 
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Governor of the Deccan for carrying out negotiations—and gave a 
clear answer about the peace terms. In the 20th year, SambhajI be¬ 
coming displeased with his father sought refuge with Dil^r Khan. In 
the 21 st year, however, he fled and returned to his father. In 
the same year ShivajI invaded the imperial territories, and laid waste 
the Pargana of Jalna. Afccr a few days’ illness, however, he died 1 . 
It is stated that Shah Jan Ullah—-a darwesh who lived in those 
quarters, and was unique for his good qualities, and whose retreat 
( Tak'iya ) was, in spite of his remonstrances, plundered by ShivajI and 
his followers—had imprecated a curse on him 2 . 

ShivajI was remarkable for his love of justice, attention to details 
and military skill. I le had collected large numbers of horses in 
his stables, and had appointed skilled men to look after these animals. 
For every ten horses there was a custodian ( Tahwllddr ), a waterman and 
a scullion (Mash'alchi), and a supervisor was appointed for every 
thousand horses. His servants were of the nature of grooms ( Bargirs ). 
When a force under a leader was detailed to any area, lists were made 
of the accoutrements of all the followers, After an attack on any 
territory lie took over whatever was in excess (i.e, of what they had 
at the start of the expedition). He had his secret spies. On his death 
SambhajI succeeded him, but his presumption brought about an 
estrangement with his father’s comrades in arms, and he squandered 


1 He died in April, 1680, According to Beale Oriental Biographical 
Pictionary his date of death was 24 Rabi'l, 1091 A.H., corresponding to 14th 
April, 1680. Grant Duff, loc., cit., I, p. 227 gives 5th April as the date; sec also 
the note on pp. 227, 228 where the various discrepancies of the date of his 
death arc discussed. Kincaid 6 l Parasnis, p. 110, say that he died on 3rd April 
at Raygad. Sarltar, op. cit. p. 339, and note gives die date as 4th April, but 
in Cambridge Hist. India, IV, p. 278 has changed it to 2nd April, 1680 at 
Raigarh. IShafi l£han, II, p. 271, incorrectly sentes that lie died near Murtada- 
bad which is another name for Miraj. 

2 This story is told in Khafi Khan, II, p. 271. His chronogram of che 
year of death of ShivajI is 10 too little unless cither of the words Kafir or fahan- 
nam is made into Kaf'tri or fahannamh 
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what his father had accumulated. He was a great believer in a Brahmin 
by the name of Kalasha (Kab Kalas in text) and was notorious for his 
debauchery. In the 24th year when Sultan Muhammad Akbar 
rebelled against his father, Sambhajf gave him shelter. In the 30th 
year, 1 2 Khan Zaman Shaikh Nizam—who was the Fanjddr of Kolapur 
near Panhala—got information about him through capturing one of his 
spies, and marching rapidly over a long distance, and after an attack 
captured him and Kalasha. Hnmfd-iid-Dfn Khan went and escorted 
him to the Court. On the day of his arrival at the camp wooden caps 
and collars were fixed on their heads. High and low were delighted. 
The chronogram was found as: — 

‘‘Bd Zan Farzand Sambhd shud a sir" 

(With wife and child Sambha was made prisoner, 

1101 A.H., 1685 A.D.) 

In the 31st year, in accordance with royal instructions, he was put 
to death. The fort of Raygad (RahTri in text)—which Dhulfiqar 
Khan had previously been deputed to attack—was taken. Shahu 
(Sahu in text), the son of Sambhajf and Sambhajf’s womenfolk were 
brought to the Court. The Emperor granted Shahu the title of Raja, 
and the mansab of 7,000 with 7,000“ horse, and assigned him a 
place inside royal enclosure; he wes brought up under royal super¬ 
vision. 

After the death of Emperor Aurangzfb, Shahu, on the recommen¬ 
dation of Dhulfiqar Khan was granted leave by Muhammd A'zam 
Shah, and returned to his native country. The Marathas Hocked 
round him. He first paid a visit to the tomb of Aurangzfb, but 

1 The date of capture and death of Sanibuji are incorrectly given in 
this account. These did not occur in the 3orh and 31st year respectively of 
Aurangzib's reign, but in the 32nd year or 1 100 A.H., as described in Maathir- 
i-'Alamgir>, pp. 31 ^-32.5, from where the account is taken. See also Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, IV, pp. 398-304. 

2 Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, pp. 331, 332. This occurred in the 33rd 
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meanwhile his followers plundered Purjat the outskirts of Aurangabad 1 . 
Later he went and settled down in Satara. He lived for a long time, 
and spent his life in ease and pleasure. I lis chief officials—called 
Pradhans in the Hindi language —and according to Indian ideas eight 
Pradhans arc mdispensiblc for a Raja—led expeditions and laid waste 
various areas. Ac last in the time of Emperor Bahadur Shah, on the 
recommendation of Dlnilfiqar Khan 10 per cent of the revenues of the 
provinces of Aurangabad, Khandesh, Berar, Bidar and Bijapur was 
assigned to him 2 . But on account of the disputes between Raja 
Shahu, and Tara BaT, the wife of Rajaram (Rant Raja in text) this 
arrangement was not given effect to. Later during the viceroyalty 
of Amlr-ul-Umara Husain ‘All Khan the amount was fixed at 25 per 
cent under the name of Cbaittb ; and a grant with the seal of the 
Amlr-ul-Umara was issued for it 2 . From then onwards, they 
abstained from plundering. The said Raja died 4 in 1163 A.H., 
1749 A.D. without leaving any children. The descendants of 
his uncle Rajaram are still living in the fort of Panhala. 

The old leaders of this tribe were DhanajT Jadav and SantajI 
Ghorpare 6 . They were constantly carrying out expeditions; and were 
attacking and plundering different parts of the country. The second 
(SantajI Gliorpare)—who was behaving presumptuously—was put to 
death 0 by Dhanaji and others, after the death of Rana son of Shivaji at 
the instigation of the latter's wife, who managed the affairs as guardian 


1. Khafi lOiaii, II, pp. 582,583. 

2 Ibid, pp. 626,627. 

3 Ibid, pp. 784.785. See also Kincaid & Parasnis, op. cit., pp. 212, 

2 ’ 3 - 

4 He died on 15th December, 1749. see Kincaid & Parasnis, op. cit., 
p. 291, ami Cambridge Hist. India, IV, p. 110. 

5 For these two Marhatta generals sec Cambridge Hist. India, IV, pp. 
291-295. 

6 This is incorrect; he was defeated by Dhana, but he was murdered 
near the Mahadeo hill by the order of Radhika Bai Maul, whose brother he had 
slain (June, 1697). 
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of her young son, his son Riinaji Ghorpare for sometime followed his 
father’s example in plundering, and became more famous than the 
father. The descendants of both and their tribesmen are still living 
in the Deccan. One of the Pradhans, Balaji Vishvanath was a 
Brahmin. In the year 1130 A.H., 1718 A.D., when Husain ‘All 
Khan arranged with Raja Shahu the payment of Chauth and Sardesb- 
mukhi and issued a grant with his seal on it, BalajT Vishvanath 
accompanied the said Khan to Shahjahanabad with 15,000 horsemen. 
In r 139 A.H., 1727 A.D., Malhar Rao (Malhar in text) Holkar, 
one of the companions of Bajirao—son of Balaji Vishvanath, and who 
had succeeded his father after his death—came to Malwa, and fought 
a battle with Girdhar Bahadur, the Governor of the province, and 
killed him. In the time of the government of Muhammad Khan 
Bangash he attacked and plundered his domain, and upset his 
administration. In the year 1145 A.H., 1732-33 A.D., when the 
government of Malwa was assigned to Raja Jai Singh, he because of 
his being a co-religionist, supported Bajirao. 

In the year ii^BA.H. (1733-34 A.D.) Bajirao proceeded from 
the Deccan to Upper India. Muzaffar Khan, the brother of Khan 
Dauran on being appointed to oppose him proceeded to Sironj 
Bajirao did not want to fight with him, and returned to the Deccan. 
In the year 1147 A.H. (1734-35 A.D.) he again marched to Upper 
India. Prom the Capital of the realm two forces, one under the 
leadership of 1 ‘timad-ud-Daulah Qamar-ud-Din Khan and the other 
under Khan Dauran, were sent to put him down. Bajirao sent one 
army under Pilaji Jadav against Qamar-ud-Din Khan, and the other 
under Malharriio Holkar against Khan Dauran. Qamar-ud-Din Khan 
was victorious three or four times over the army opposed to him. 
Khan Dauran out of jealousy for his success made peace, and both 
forces turned back. Later at the request of Raja Jai Singh, who 
wished that the government of Malwa be given to Bajirao in his place, 
Khan Dauran made Emperor Muhammad Shah agree to this transfer, 
and in the year iiq8 A.H., (1735-36 A.D,) the government of 
Malwa was assigned to Bajirao. In the following year Bajirao went 
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to Malwa with a large force, and after making a settlement of the 
province proceeded against the Raja of Bhadawar. The Raja took up 
his quarters in a strongly fortified place, and Bajirao reduced the 
village of Abtar which was the Raja’s residence. He sent Pilaji Jadav 
across the Jumna to attack the Antarbed (the area between the 
Ganges and the Jumna). He encountered Burhan-ul-Mulk, who 
had arrived near Agra, and fled after losing many men, and joined 
Bajlrao on this (the Agra) side of the Jumna. Bajlrao rapidly march¬ 
ed towards Shahjahanabad, when it was too late (literally: after 
Basra was taken), Khan Dauran came out of the city (of Delhi). 
Bajirao saw no advantage in fighting and retired towards Agra. In 
the year 1150 A.H. (1737-38 A.D.) Asaf Jah at the summons of 
Hmperor Muhammad Shah came to the Capital from the Deccan, 
and was appointed Governor of Malwa in supersession of Bajlrao. 
He started for that province, and a battle took place with Bajlrao 
near Bhopal. Asaf Jah made peace and the government of Malwa 
was left in the hands of Bajlrao, and Asaf Jah returned to the Capi¬ 
tal 1 , In 1252 A.H. (1739 A.D.) there was a battle between 
Nasir Jang, the Martyr and Bajlrao near Aurangabad. At last 
Bajlrao made peace, and took the Sarkdrs of Khargun and Handia in 
Khandesh. On reaching the bank of the Nerbudda he died 2 in 
1153 A.H, (1740-41 A.D.). 

He was succeeded by his son Balaji, and Sadasluvrao alias the 
Bhao, son of ChimnajI, the brother of Bajlrao was appointed his 
Chief Minister. The terms of peace with Raja Shabu were still in 
force. Upto the martyrdom of Nasir Jang and the death of the 
Raja in 1163 A.H. (1750 A.D.) there were occasional outbreaks, but 
compromises were effected. After the Raja’s death, one of his rela¬ 
tions was made the ostensible chief, but Balaji assumed all power, and 

1 For a detailed account of the activities of Marathas during the reign 
of Muhammad Shah, see Irvine, Later Mitghah, 11 , pp. 277-306. The conven¬ 
tion with Asaf Jah was signed near Sironj on 17th January, 1738* Cambridge 
Hist. India, IV, p. 357- 

2 The date of his death was 17th April, 1740. 
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made all hereditary Maratha chiefs to submit to him. In the year 
1164 A.H. (1751 A.D.) when Holkar and Jayappa Sindhia hurried 
towards Allahabad and Oudh to help Abul Mansur, and Ahmad 
Khan Bangash was defeated, Abul Mansur handed over to them 
Kol (‘Aligarh), Jfdesar and Qannauj up to Karra Jahanabad in 
recognition of their services. Gradually they got possession of the 
area up to Allahabad. For nearly ten years the Marathas governed 
there. In the year noted above, BalajI led a force against Aurangabad, 
and obtained a large sum out of the revenue deposited in the treasury 
of the Nazim there. In the year 1165 A. H. (1752 A.D.), 
in accordance with the grant of Anrir-ul-Umara Flruz Jang most 
of the Suba of Khlindesh and several estates in the province of 
Aurangabad caine into their possession. In 1171 A.H. (1758 A.D.) 
a battle took place in the Deccan with Nizam-ud-Daulah Asaf Jah 
(the 2nd), and after the peace country with revenues of 27 lacs of 
rupees was entirely made over to the Marathas. In the same year 
Dattaji Sindhia, brother, and Janltoji, son of Jayappa Sindhia, besieged 
Najlb-ud-Daulah in Shukartal, and in the same year Raghunathrao, 
Shamsher Bahadur and Holkar advanced as far as the neighbourhood 
of Shahjahanabad. At the request of Adlna Bgg Khan they hastened 
to the Panjab, and drove off Tairnur Shah son of Shah Durrani and 
Jahan Khan from Lahore, and their deputy remained at Lahore. 
In the year 1173 A.H. (1759-60 A.D.) Dattaji Sindhia on hearing 
of the approach of Shah Durrani advanced as far as Sirhind and died. 
The fort of Ahmadnagar in the Deccan came into the possession of 
the Marathas. BalajI and Sadashivrao fell out with Amlr-ul-Muma' 
lik Nizam-ud-Daulah Asaf Jah, and came forward to give battle. The 
leaders of the rearguard of the Muslim army were in accordance with 
the dictates of Fate, killed, and a country yielding a revenue of 60 
lacs and the three forts of Daulatiibad, Aslr and Bljapur fell into the 
hands of Marathas. 

When in the above mentioned year Shah Durrani turned Marathas 
out of the Panjab, killed Dattaji Sindhia, and dispersed Flolkar’s 
forces, thereupon Sadashivrao and Visvasrao son of BalajI set out 
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towards Upper India to retrieve the situation. At first they went to 
the Capital (Delhi) and after capturing the fort they removed Muhly- 
ul-Millat (Shall Jahan III) son of Muhly-us-Sunnat son of Kam 
Bakhsh—whom ‘Imad-ul-Mulk, after he had killed ‘Alamgir II, had 
placed on the throne—and in his place made Jawan Bakht son of Shah 
‘Alam a puppet sovereign. In 1174 A.H. (1760 A.D.) they moved 
forward to encounter Shah Durrani. As the army was reduced to terri¬ 
ble straits owing to the stoppage of supplies, they were forced to fight. 
Sadashivrao, Viswasrao and a large number of leaders were killed, and 
some, who fled, were killed by the villagers 1 . BalajI on hearing of 
the catastrophe died of grief in the same year 2 . His second son Madhu¬ 
rao succeeded him. For a time there was a quarrel between him and 
his real uncle Raghiinathrao. At last the latter was siezed and 
imprisoned, and Madhurao after ruling successfully for some years 
died of illness. He had appointed Narainrao, his younger brother 
as his successor. Raghiinathrao intrigued with some people, and 
killed Narainrao. As the officials of his clan were not satisfied with 
him, it resulted in a quarrel. Raghiinathrao was defeated, and took 
shelter with the hat-wearing Europeans (the English). About the 
time of the writing of this account, he with their assistance made war 
on his opponents, and fell into their hands. He was granted a Jdglr 
in Malwa for his essential expenses, and started for that province. 
On the way, however, he quarrelled with his guides, and went off 
to Surat to the Europeans. On this account a quarrel arose between 
the Marathas and the hat-wearers. Madhurao 3 the young son of 
Narainrao is in occupation of the place of his ancestors. 

Others of the leaders of Raja Shahu are the Dabhade (Dihariya 
in text), who in the time of the government of Sarbuland Khan went 

1 For a detailed account of this period see Cambridge Hist. India, 
IV, pp. 410-426. 

2 23rd June, 1761. 

3 He committed suicide by throwing himself from the terrace of his 
palace on 25th October, 1795; he died two days later; Grant-Duff, up. cit., 

II, p. 254. 
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to Gujarat, and took possession of much of the province. Another 
is RaghujI Bhonsl£, who was of the same caste as Raja Shahu; the 
province of Berar formed his domain. He also took possession of the 
country of Deogarh and Chanda, and marched to Bengal by way of 
Kuttak (Cuttack), and in lieu of the Cbauth for that territory took 
possession of the province of Orissa. On his death his eldest son 
JanojI succeeded him. After the latter’s death there was dissension 
among the brothers for a time. At the time of writing, Madhbjl son 
of RaghujI was in power. He took a grant of the Cbauth in the 
name of his son RaghujI from the Maratha Raj. Another of his 
companions is Murarlrao Ghorpade, who is the Ta'luqdar of the 
estates of Sira etc. in the province of Bijapur. He was well known 
for his qualities of leadership and obtained pessession of the fort of 
Gooty (Gooti) and various other estates. In the year 1190 A.H. 
(1776 A.D.) Haidar ‘All Khan captured him after besieging the said 
fort; he died as his prisoner. Their petty sardiirs arc too numerous 
to be included in this note. 


SHAIKH MIR KHAWAFI 

(Vo!. II, pp. 668-670). 

He was a Saiyid of good family, and a favourite officer of Auran- 
gzlb, while the latter was a prince. He was distinguished for his 
courage and good judgment. In the 30th year of Emperor Shah 
Jahan’s reign, when the prince, in accordance with his father’s orders, 
proceeded against the ruler of Haidarabad, Shaikh Mir was in the 
vanguard with Prince Muhammad Sultan. He rendered good service 
against the enemy and was wounded by a bullet 1 . In the year when 
the prince went to Upper India for enquiring after his father’s health, 
Shaikh Mir was one of his confidants, and in the battle 2 against 
Maharaja Jaswant Singh, was Commandant of the reserves. In the 


J 'Amal Siilib, III, p. 227. 


2 ‘Alamgirnama, p, 68. 
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first battle against Dara Shikoh, he commanded the advance-guard of 
the Centre, and distinguished himself 1 . As a reward, he received a 
special dress of honour. Later, when the news was received that 
Sulaiman Shikoh wanted to cross the Ganges and Jumna to join forces 
with his father, who was marching towards Lahore, Shaikh Mir and 
other officers were 2 appointed to obstruct his route. When he fled 
towards Srinagar (Garhwfd), Shaikh Mir came to the Court 3 , and 
after Aurangzib reached Multan, he was deputed 4 to pursue Dara 
Shikoh. Fie followed 5 him as far as Tatta (Sindh). When Dara 
Shikoh left Tatta, and went to Gujarat, Shaikh Mir was recalled; 
he quickly rejoined Aurangzib 5 . In the second battle with Dara 
Shikoh, he had the command of the advance-guard of the Centre, and 
on the day of the battle, he advanced before all others and gallantly 
attacked the entrenchments of Shah Nawaz Khan Safavi. At- 
this time, he was struck with a bullet in his chest, and laid down his 
life in the service of his master in 1068 A.H. (165,7 A.D.). Mir 
Hashim, one of his fellow countrymen, who was seated behind in 
the howdah, did not lose his presence of mind, but took Shaikh Mir 
in his arms and watched over him 7 . Aurangzib was greatly grieved 
by the sad news of the death of this old and faithful officer, and 
ordered that he be buried in the cemetery of Shah Mu'in-ud-Din. 
May his grave be hallowed! Two of his sons were Muhtasham Khan 
Mir Ibrahim 8 and Mukarram Khan Mir Muhammad Ishaq®—whose 
separate accounts have been included in their respective places. His 
third son was Mir Muhammad Ya'qub, who later became known 
as Shamsher Khan. He was distinguished above his brothers for 
courage. He was deputed with his brother Mukarram Khan to 


1 Op. cit., p. 98. 2 Op. ciL, pp. 159, 160. 

3. Op. cit., p. 167. <3 Op. cit., p. 207. 

5 For detail see op. cit., pp. 271-284. 

6 Op. cit., p. 295. 7 Op. cit., p. 324. 

8 Maathir-uUUmara, Text, III, pp. 646-650, translation antea. pp. 233-235, 

9 Ibid , pp. 695-701, translation antea, pp. 243-246. 
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chastise the Afghans, and sent to the pass of Janus. In the 18th 
year, in the last battle when Afghans were successful, he stood firm, 
and was killed in the prime of his youth. 


(MIR) SHAMS 
(Vol. Ill, p. 492). 

He was one of the HusainI Saiyids. It is stated chat for a long 
time he had forsaken the world, and was travelling about. Later, he 
attached himself to Shah Jahan. On the death of Jahangir when 
Shah Jahan’s forces arrived near Surat, he was appointed Governor of 
the fort there. In the 7th year his rank was increased to 2,500 with 
2,000 horse, and in the 10th year he had an increase of 500 horse, 
and was appointed Faujdar and the fiefholder of the Pargana of Baroda 1 
in the province of Gujarat. In the 18th year he received drums, and 
in the 19th his rank was increased to 3,000 with 3,000 horse, and he 
was appointed Faujdar and ficfholdct of Blr. In the 25th year lie 
was made Faujdar and fiefholder of Pattan in Gujarat. In the 28th 
year he revetted to the post of Thdnadar and fiefholder of Baroda in 
the dependancy of Ahmadabad. In the 31st year on 19th Ramadan 
1067 A.H. (21st June, 1657 A.D.) he died. 

SHAMSHER KHAN ARSLAN BE OZBEG 
(Vol. II, p. 633). 

He was one of Emperor Jahangir’s officers. Formerly, he was the 
Governor of Kahmard, and he was one of the middle class officials of 
Wall Muhammad Khan, the ruler of Turan. After handing over 
Kahmard to the imperial government, Shamsher Khan came to the 
Presence in the 3rd year and paid his respects; he was exalted by the 

1 Pazuda in the Text is apparently incorrect. It is Baroda in Badshahn 3 ma, 
I, pt. 2, p. 242, and his rank is stated to have been increased to 2,500 with 
2,500 horse. The fief was probably the Baroda State of the present times. 
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grant of a suitable rank and a dress of honour. Later, on being 
granted a Jdgtr in Slwistiin in Sind, he was nominated as the Governor 
of that area. In the 5th year, he was promoted to the rank of an 
Amir, and granted a flag. In the 9th year, when Muzaffar Khan 
Ma'murl was appointed Governor of Sind, he was removed from that 
office and returned to the Court. He was appointed to accompany 
Prince Sultan Khurram in the campaign against the Rana, He died 
at h : s appointed time. It is stated that he was a simple-minded man, 
and one who regularly carried out his daily devotions and recited the 
Qur’an. He was well known for his courage, and attained the rank 
of 3,000. 

SHAMSHER KHAN HAYAT TARIN 
(Vol. II, pp. 677-679). 

He was the son of ‘All Khan, a well known officer of Shah Jahan, 
who lost his 1 life in the battle of Tatta. When Shah Jahan ascended 
the throne, Shamsher Khan in the 1 st year of the reign received a 
dress of honour, the rank of 1,000 foot with 500 horse, and a pre¬ 
sent of seven thousand rupees 2 . In the 3rd year, when the Emperor 
went to the Deccan, he went with Shayista Khan to devastate Nizam- 
ul-Mulk’s territory. In the 11 th year, he went with Sa‘Id Khan 
Bahadur to Qandahar, and rendered good service in the taking of the 
fort of Bust 3 . In the 15th year, he received an increase of 300 
horse 4 , and in the 19th year a further increase of 200 horse, so that 
the number of his troopers equalled his personal rank. Later 
he was appointed with Sultan Murad Bakhsh to conquer Balkh and 
Badakhshan, and after his arrival there he, with Bahadur Khan Rohila, 
engaged with Nadhar Muhammad Khan, the ruler of Balkh. In the 
20th year, he was exalted by promotion to the rank of 1,500 with 
1,000 horse. 


1 BadshahnSma, I, pt. i, p. 124. 

2 Of. cit., p. 119. 

3 Badshabnama, II, p. 54 - 


4 - Op, cit., p. 280, 
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When the prince adhered to his determination of giving up the 
governorship of that Saba, and started for the Court, Sa‘d Ullah Khan 
arrived there for settling up affairs in that territory 1 . The Thanadart 
of Khanabad was entrusted to the said Khan, and at Sa'd Ullah Khan’s 
recommendation his rank was increased by 500 foot with 500 horse. 2 
Later he was granted the title of Shamsher 3 Khan. After the arrival 
of Sultan Aurangzib Bahadur in that territory, he was entrusted with 
the government of the city of Balkh. In the 22 nd year, he received 
a flag, and went in attendance on the prince to Qandahar. On 
reaching Qilat, he, at the prince’s suggestion, was appointed Governor 
of that fort. In the 23rd year, his rank was increased to 2,500 with 
2,200 horse, and the office of Thanadar of Ghaznln was entrusted to 
him in succession to Sa'adat Khan. As he had done good work in 
keeping down the Hazaras and the Afghans in that territory, in the 
25th year he was promoted to the rank of 2,500 with 2,500 horse. 
When Aurangzib ascended the throne, he, in the 1st year of the 
reign, after Sa'adat Khan the Governor of Kabul was lulled by his 
own son ShCrzad, was appointed Governor of the province 4 . In the 
4th year on the death of Raja Rajrup he was reappointed Thanadar of 
Ghaznln, and in the 10th year was deputed to chastise the Afghans 
of the Roh (Hill) country; he rendered exceptional service both in 
killing the enemy and taking many prisoners. In consequence he was 
promoted to the rank of 3,000 with 2,500 horse, of which 2,000 
were 2-horse 3-horsc. After Muhammad Amin Khan Bakhshl’s 
arrival in that territory he again rendered good service in the battles 
against those tribesmen, and by the Emperor’s order was appointed 
Thanadar of Ohcnd. 


1 See Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, II, p. 245. 

2 Badshahnama, II, p. 594. 3 Of. cit., p. 612. 

4 'Alamgirnama, p. 44 2 . His rank was also raised to 2,500 with 800 horse. 

Also see Maathir-i-‘Alamgiri, p, 27. 



ut-Vmdra\ Shamshcr Kh an Tarin 801 

SHAMSHER KHAN TARIN 
(Vol. II, pp. 683-686). 

He was an A‘zam Shahl officer, and his name was Husain Khan. 
At first he was a retainer of Dilcr Khan Daudzai 1 2 , but later joined 
Daud Khan Qurcshi*. When the government of Burhanpur was 
entrusted to the latter, Husain Khan was appointed to carrv on the 
administration there; he thus became a man of means. After Daud 
Khan’s death, he entered the service of Prince Muhammad A'zam 
Shah, who was then Governor of Multan. Afterwards, he was 
appointed Faujdar of Jammu which was the prince’s fief. As he did 
good service in the turbulent territories in the Bljapur campaign, he, 
after the victory, was awarded the title of Shamshcr Khan by the 
Emperor’s orders, and rose from the rank of a fam'addr to that of an 
Amir. The prince had explicit trust in him. He died a natural 
death at his appointed time. His sons were Muhammad ‘Umar and 
Muhammad Uthman. They were cherished by the prince, and were 
proud of being called Khdnazdds (house-born ones). Owing to youth 
and inexperience of military matters, they became dissatisfied with the 
prince’s instructions, and displaying undue resentment left for their 
home, which was three kos from Sirhind and known as the settlement 
of Malik Haidar. After spending sometime there without employ¬ 
ment and in poverty they returned to the Court which was then at 
Ahmadnagar. For a time they remained in the Guard House, which 
forms the entrance to the Camp, and entrance and exit from where 
was prohibited without a permit. Out of regard for the prince who 
had just arrived from Gujarat, no one represented their case. They 
were reduced to extreme distress, that is to say the knife reached 
the bone. Fortunately a Maratha army created a disturbance near 
the camp, and a number of royal officers went out to chastise them. 

1 Madthir-ul-Umard, Text, II, pp. 42-56, Beveridge’s translation, I, 
pp. 495 - 5 ° 5 - 

2 Ibid., Text, II, pp. 32-37, Ibifa I, pp. 462-464. 
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Thcse opportunists, who were waiting for the sword round their necks, 
distinguished themselves on this occasion; and drove off the scattered 
enemy forces. When their exploits were reported to the Emperor, 
he looked favourably upon them and they were taken into service. 
But as the prince was displeased with them, they saw no advantage 
in remaining in attendance (on the Emperor), and went off with the 
prince who had been deputed to Aurangabad and Burhanpur. In 
spite of this devotion the prince took no notice. They had not 
covered two or three stages, when news of Emperor Aurangzlb’s death 
was received. After this they were in favour and regard, and on the 
day of the battle with Bahadur Shah, the younger brother displayed 
exceptional devotion in front of the prince’s elephant, and freed the 
shoulder of courage from the burden of service (was killed). After¬ 
wards, Prince ‘Aztm-ush-Shan greatly favoured ‘Umar Khan. In the 
beginning of Emperor Farrukh Siyar’s reign, he accompanied Nawab 
Nizam-ul-Mulk Path Jang to the Deccan, and was appointed Faujdar 
of the exchequer estate of Sangamnir. But on account of disagree¬ 
ment with Haidar Quli Khan, the Divan of the Dcccan, he went off 
to the Court. He was appointed Faujdar of Kalabagh, which was 
a turbulent territory in the Malwa Suba; many of the sedition 
mongers were forced by him to accept allegiance, while some who 
deflecting from the path of rectitude persisted in opposition and dis¬ 
obedience, were killed. In the time of Emperor Muhammad Shah, 
he was appointed Qil'addr and Faujdar of Dhar. After his death, 
his Ta'luq was transferred to his sons. When the province of Malwa 
fell into the hands of the Marathas, the latter were not agreeable to 
any of the imperial officers remaining in that territory. Malhar Rio 
Holkar addressed himself to the taking of the Dhar fort, which was 
one of the memorials of Raja Bhoj. He besieged it for some days, 
and drove mines to the wall of the fort. They defended it as far as 
they could, but when they saw that no help from outside could reach 
them, they perforce surrendered the fort, and joined Raja Jai Singh 
Siwal. This companionship did not work, and so they left for the 
Court, but no one there took any notice of them. 



ul-Umara ] Shams-ud-Din Khan Khw?shgl 803 

SHAMS-UD-DIN KHAN KHWESHGI 
(Vol. II, pp. 676, 677). 

He was the eldest son of Nazr Bahadur 1 . In the 20th year of 
Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign and during his father’s lifetime, he was 
appointed Faujdar of the Daman-i-Koh (valley) of Kangra in succes¬ 
sion to Murshid Qull. In the 25th year, when his father died, the 
Emperor promoted 2 him to the rank of 1,500 foot with 1,500 horse, 
and appointed him to accompany Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur— 
who had been nominated co proceed on die second expedition to 
Qandahiir. In the 27th year, he was appointed Faujdar of Junagarh 
and fiefholder of some Parganas in that territory in succession to 
Muhammad Salih, son of Muhammad ‘Isa Tarkhan. In the 30th 
year, when he had a dispute with his brother Qutb-ud-Din about the 
fief of Junagarh, the Faujddrt and the Tiyuldarl of Pattan in Gujarat 
was given to Qutb-ud-Din, and Shams-ud-Din was ordered to proceed 
to the Deccan to join Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur, who would 
appoint him to a suitable office. Accordingly, he went to the Deccan, 
and in the 31st year distinguished himself in the battle with the 
Deccan forces. After a while when the horizon changed its 
colour, and the said prince marched to Upper India, he was 
exalted 3 by promotion to the rank of 3,000 foot with 2,000 horse. 
He was enrolled among the Deccan auxiliaries, and rendered good 
service in company with Amlr-ul-Umara Shayista Khan in the taking 4 
of the Chakna fort. On the day of the assault he ran forward and 
took the fort. He died at his appointed time. None of his sons 
distinguished himself. His great grandson was Muthawar Khan 
Bahadur, whose separate account 5 has been included in this work. 

1 For his account see Mnatjnr-ul-LImarS, III, pp. 818-821; translation 
antea, pp. 390-392. 

2 ‘ Amal S alih, III, p. 138. 

3 ‘ Alamgtrnama, p. ^ 5 - 4 cit„ p. 587. 

5 Ma 3 thir-ul-U mara, Text, III, pp. 776-793, translation antea, 

PP. 333 - 344 . 
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(KHWAJA) SHAMS-UD-DIN KHAWAFI 
(Vol. I, pp. 664-669). 

His father Khwaja ‘Ala’-ud-Din was one of the leaders and great 
men of that territory (Khawaf). Shams-ud-Din 1 rose to high office 
and position of trust in the reign of Emperor Akbar as a result of his 
trustworthiness and ability. His word was fully relied upon, and he 
was a good official. The account of his deeds of bravery and courage 
while he was with Muzaffar Khan in the province of Bihar and Bengal 
constitutes a fine record in the history of Emperor Akbar’s reign. In 
reference to the Khwaja the learned Shaikh Abul Fadl has written that 
in difficult times when Turks were irresolute and leaders were be¬ 
wildered, he with high courage and magnanimity undertook difficult 
tasks and carried them out successfully 2 . When the discontented 
officers of Bihar joined the sedition-mongers of Bengal, Muzaffar Khan 
lost heart, and though he was urged to engage in battle, it was of no 
avail. After much expostulation, some soldiers were sent off by him 
under the command of Shams-ud-Din. When the Commander-in- 
Chief loses heart, what can be expected of the ranks. ’ The Khwaja 
had traversed only a short distance, when troops after troops of his 
force deserted and joined the enemy. The Khwaja fought a battle 
and was taken a prisoner. When Muzaffar Khan, the Governor of 
Bengal died during this period of rebellion, Ma'sum Mian Kabuli 
took the Khwaja into his own keeping under the impression that he 
was possessed of much cash. When he did not succeed by gentle 
means, he resorted to violence, and the Khwaja was nearly dying of 
torture. ‘Arab Bahadur, in consideration of his earlier friendship, 
and also because he hoped to get possession of his property by persua¬ 
sion, took him under his charge, and freed him from his shackles. 
One day the Khwaja finding opportunity, fled with some others. He 

1 For his account sec Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 
493-495. See also his account of Khawaf on pp. 493, 494 and the footnotes. 

2 Akbarnanta, Text, III, p. 140; Beveridge’s translation, III, p, 197. Abul 
Fadl was related to Shams-ud-Din i^hawafi. 
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joined Raja Sangram at Kharakpur. As the roads were closed he could 
not join the imperial army. He collected a body of men and harassed 
the enemy; he also carried away their cattle from their pastures 1 . 
Later, when differences arose among the enemy party, he managed to 
come to the Presence, and received royal favours and was promoted. 
About the same time, in the 26th year of the Ilahl era, the royal camp 
was picched on the bank of the Indus river for the chastisement of 
Mlrza Muhammad Hakim. It was imperative that a fort should be 
built there, and through the exertions of the Khwaja this was comple¬ 
ted in a short space of time. As the fort in the Eastern Districts was 
called Katak Benares 2 , the new fort was named Atak (Attock) 
Benares. It was as if by this name a reference was intended to the 
fact that according to the Hindu religion, it was not allowed to cross 
the river, because it made void many of their religious observances. 

In short, the Khwaja was for sometime Divan of Kabul. In the 
39th year when Qullj Khan was appointed Governor of Kabul on the 
death of Qasitn Khan 3 4 5 , the Khwaja was appointed* Divan-i-Kull 
(Divan-general) in his vacancy. In the 40th year, 1003 A.H. (1594- 
95 A.D.)., twelve Divans were appointed. There was one Divan for 
each province, who had to report 3 on every matter to the Emperor 
with the opinion of the Khwaja who was the Grand Vazir ( Vazir-i- 
Knit). When in the 43rd year, the royal standards after fourteen 
years’ stay in the Panjab moved to Agra for an expedition to the 
Deccan, the Begams together with Sultan Khurram were left at 
Lahore. Their care and thd charge of the exchequer and affairs of the 
province was encrusted to the Khwaja. When, in the 44th year, 
Miriam Makani and the ladies of the harem were summoned to Agra, 


1 AkbarnamS, Text, III, p. 315. Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 460, 461, 

2 Ibid., p. 355, Ibid., p. 521. 

3 He was assasinated, see Akbarnima, Text, III, p. 653, translation, III, 
p. 1003; also Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, III, p. 66. 

4 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 654! translation, III, p. 1004. 

5 Ibid., p, 670; Ibid., p. 1029. 
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all the administration o£ the Panjab was entrusted to the Khwaja 1 . 
In the 45th year, 1008 A.H, (1599-1600 A.D.) he died 2 at Lahore, 
The Khwaja was the unique of the age for uprightness, efficiency 
and courage. His understanding of affairs was the secret of his 
success. He was never discouraged by difficulties and boldly set 
himself to work. He was unequalled as a writer, and honesty was 
always his motto. More wonderful still, in spite of his being trusted 
so highly, he never took advantage of it, and did not show any signs 
of over-subtlety. He was very peace-loving. Accordingly from the 
beginning to the end of his career, he was honoured and respected. 
After his death the charge of the exchequer of the Panjab was trans¬ 
ferred 3 to his younger brother, Khwaja Mumin, who was well known 
for his discretion. Though he had many relations, he did not have 
any children. His brother’s son Khwaja ‘Abdul Khaliq 4 was, in the 
time of Emperor Jahangir, very intimate with Asaf Jah. On the day 
when Mahabat Khan brought Asaf Khan out of the Attock fort, and 
imprisoned him, he on account of this connection sent the unfortunate 
Miwaja to the other world with the sword of violence. Khawafipura 
at Lahore was built by the Khwaja, and he was buried there. On 
account of his trustworthiness, skill and good name, the men of 
Khawaf obtained power and influence with the Timurid family. And, 
in fact, most of this clan are innately honest and upright. The hand 
of power has implanted honesty and truth in them. During the 
reign of Emperor Aurangzlb, which was a time of appreciation, and 
when there was a ready market for honesty, many of this clan were 
distinguished by appointments to high positions of trust, office and 
dignity. 

Khawaf is a district of Khurasan. Amin Radl a in “Haft Iqllm” 


1 AkbarnSma, Text, III, p. 746; translation, III, pp. 1114, 11 1 5 - 

2 Ibid., Ill, p. 772, Ibid., p. 1 154. 

3 Ibid., p. 1154- 4 Iqbalnama-i-Jahangiri, p, 268. 

5 For his account see ‘Abdul Muqtadir’s preface to Haft Iqlim, p. i 

(1915). The account of j^hawaf is given in 4th Climate. 
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has said that Khawaf was always the mother-soil of just and pious 
princes, of historians, Shaikhs, ‘Ulemas and bcneficient Viziers. 
Wherever the inhabitants of that country have gone, they have by 
their lofty genius and high sense of dignity obtained advancement, 
and become favourites. The princes of the A 1 Muzaffar were from 
among them; seven of them were rulers in Fars and Shiraz for 59 
years. Among the Shaikhs was Shah Subhan, who received instruc¬ 
tion from Khwaja Maiidud Chishti. His poems about Sufism are 
well known. Another was Shaikh Zain-al-Millat-ud-Dln, and who 
was known as Khawafi. His grandson was Shaikh Zain Sadr, who 
was one of the learned men of his age, and was distinguished by his 
long companionship with Emperor Babur. In the time of Emperor 
Humayiin, he was raised to the rank of an Amir. Among the 
Viziers, was Khwaja Ghiyath-ud-Dln, who for forty years was the 
Vizier of Shahrukh Mirza, and whose son Khwaja Majd-ud-Dln 
became Vizier in the the time of Sultan Husain Mirza, and who rose 
to such dignity that he sac and did his work in front of the throne. 

Verse 

One of his distinctions was that before the Shah 

All stood on their feet, while he remained seated. 

The men of Khawaf have always been distinguished for their 
skill and sagacity. It is related in the Tarlkh-i-Hirat that when 
Hasan Sabah reached near Khawaf, he saw few trees in a village, 
and by way of enquiry asked a girl if there was a limited number 
of trees in that country. She replied, "Our men are our trees”. In 
Dhakblrat-ul-Khwanln it is written that formerly the people of Khawaf 
were Sunnis, and were very bigoted. Ic is stated chat when Shah 
‘Abbas Safavl in the beginning of his reign came to Khawaf, he bade 
them revile his companions, but they refused. He had seventy of 
their principal men flung down from the mosque, so that each one 
had his neck broken, still no one taking warning from this punish¬ 
ment agreed to carry out his order. At the present day, they are just 
as staunch Shi'ahs. 
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(MIRZA) SHARAF-UD-DIN HUSAIN AHRARI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 232-238). 

He was the son of Khwaja Mu‘in, son of Khwaja Khawand 
Mahmud, son of Khwaja Kalan— commonly known as the Khwajagan- 
i-Khwaja—eldest son of Khwaja Nasir-ud-Dln Ubaid Ullah Ahrar— 
May his grave be holy! Khwaja Kalan was adorned with outward 
and inward knowledge and in pursuance of his father’s orders took 
up his residence in the village of Darsin—which is one of the quarters 
of Samarqand. In the time of the predominance of Shah! BEg Khan, 
he migrated to Andjan (Badakhshan), and died in 905 A.H. (1499- 
1500 A.D.). His body was removed to Tashkend, and buried 
beside his mother’s. He had three sons by the daughter of Saiyid 
Naql-ud-Dln Muhammad KirmanI, viz., Khwajas Nizam-ud-Dln 
‘Abdul Hadi, Khawand Mahmud, and ‘Abdul Khaliq. After his 
wife’s death, he married the daughter of Khwaja Muhammad Nizam, 
brother of Shaikh-ul-Islim Khwaja ‘Asam-ud-Dln, who was descended, 
in the fourth generation, from Maulana Burhan-ud-Din ‘All, the 
author of the Hedaya’. By her also he had three sons, viz. Khwajas 
'Abdul ‘Alim, ‘Abdul Shahid, Abul Faid. Also by a Turkish 
lady, he had a son called Khwaja Muhammad Yusuf. Khwaja 
Khawand Mahmud afeer living as a dervish went on pilgrimage, and 
proceeded to ‘Iraq and Fars. For a while he studied with Maulana 
Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad, and from Maulana ‘lmad-ud-Dln Mahmud 
he learnt the science of medicine. As a result of his accomplish¬ 
ments he became a Qadl, and returned to Samarkand, where he 
occupied himself in teaching. When lie came to India, he was 
greatly honoured by Emperor Humayun, who became his disciple. 
Afterwards for some reason he went to Kabul, and died there. 
Khwaja Mu‘In during his father’s lifetime went to Kashghar' and 
acquired great influence with ‘Abdullah Khan, the ruler of that country, 
and obtaind the grant of the produce of the Jade river. As the 

1 Akbiirnama, Text, II, p. 194; Beveridge’s translation, II, pp. 301, 302. 
See also the valuable notes in reference to the Jade river. 
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Khwajazada was a shrewd man, lie so arranged chat no one could see 
any jade even in a dream, and so had to buy it (from him) at a high 
price. In this way he acquired much wealth, but he was a great 
miser. Mirza Sharf-ud-Dln lived on bad terms with his father. 
When Humayun at the time of the expedition to India sent Khwaja 
‘Abdul Bari, grandson of Khwaja ‘Abdul Hadi to ‘Abdur Rashid the 
ruler of Kashghar—who had always been trying to establish friendly 
relationship—-the latter sent with him Mirza Shar£*ud-Din to India 
for the dual purpose of offering condolence on the death of Emperor 
Humayun and to congratulate Emperor Akbar on his accession to 
the throne. In the 1st year of Emperor Akbar’s reign Sharf-ud-Dln 
paid his respects, 1 and through the influence of Maham Anaga and 
Adham Khan he soon became an A mtr, and was appointed to the 
rank of 5,000, he was also granted the fief of Ajmer and NagSre. 
He distinguished himself by his ability and courage, and put down 
the recalcitrants in those districts. 

As his mother Kuchak Bcgam 2 was the daughter of Mir ‘Ala’-ul- 
Mulk Tirmudhi and of Fakhr Jahan Bcgam, the daughter of Sultan 
Abu Sa'id, Emperor Akbar, in the 5th year, gave his own (half) sister 
BakshI Banu Bcgam in marriage to Mirza Sharf-ud-Din, and thereby 
greatly exalted his position. 3 In the yth year, 969 A.H. (1561-62 
A.D.) when the imperial cortege moved to Ajmer, Mirza Sharf-ud- 
Din waiced upon the Emperor. He was deputed to capture the fort 
of Mairtha, which belonged to Rai Mald£o, who was one of the 
leading Rais and Rajas of India in regard to his influence and power. 
Jagmal and D?o Das, who looked after the fort on behalf of Raja, 
made preparations to defend it. After a long siege an armistice 
was arranged on the condition that the cvacuant soldiers should take 
nothing with them from the fort except their horses. Jagmal kept 
to the terms, and came out of the fort. Deo Das, on the other hand, 

1 Akbarnama, Text, II. p. 21; Beveridge s translation, II, p. 37. 

2 Ibid., p, 21; Ibid,, p. 37. 

3 Ibid,, p. 128; Ibid., p, 197. 


102 
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• burnt all his goods, and moved out with 500 men. The Mir2a 
coming to know of it went to fight with him, A great battle ensued, 
and Dgo Das was killed. According to other statements, however, he 
escaped after he was wounded. Accordingly, sometime afterwards 
a person called himself Deo Das; some accepted him, but other 
disbelieved him 1 2 . At last, he was killed in a battle. In the 8th 
year, Khwaja Mu‘In hearing of his son’s exaltation and grandeur took 
leave from Abul Khair Khan on the pretext of going on pilgrimage, 
and came to India from Kashghar. The Mlrza went from Nagore to 
welcome his father, and brought him to the Presence. Emperor 
Akbar himself welcomed him, and brought the Khwaja with all 
honours to Agra. It is an age-established canon that when a person’s 
fortune is on the wane, and the times are out to exact vengeance, the 
light of his intelligence becomes darkened. He regards loss as again, 
and the unworthy as deserving of favour. 

Verse 

When a person’s destiny deserts him, 

Do what he may, nothing succeeds. 

The Murza's case illustrates this precept, for disregarding all the 
favours shown to him by the Emperor, he, in the same year, for some 
reason, through baseless suspicion or because of his evil nature fled 
from Agra towards Ajmer. The chronogram was Sbasb Safr (6th 
Safr = 9yo A.H.; 5th October, 156 A.D.). The Emperor entirely 
disregarding his lack of sense and having developed a suspicion sent 
Husain QulT Khan with a force of officers in his pursuit. The Mlrza 
unable to find refuge anywhere fled from the imperial territories. 3 
Khwaja Mu'In felt greatly ashamed of his son’s unworthy conduct, 
and though he suffered no dimunition in respect and regard, he left 
after a short time for pilgrimage. He, however, died at the port of 

1 Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. i6j, 162; translation, II, pp. 248-250. 

2 For a fuller account see Akbarndma, Text, II, pp, 135. 196, translation, 

II, pp. 303-395. 
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Cambay. They sealed his body in a coffin, and placed it on board the 
ship Fathi, but the vessel was lost at sea. 

Mirza Sharf-ud-Din wandered as a vagabond for sometime, and 
then took refuge with Chingiz Khan Gujarati. Later he joined with the 
rebellious Mlrzas, and afterwards went over to the ruler of Khandesh. 
From there after losing his prestige, he rejoined Muhammad Husain 
Mirza. As Fates were against him, he could not find rest anywhere. 
Later, when the Gujarat territories were added to the conquered 
domains, he fled to the Deccan and passed through Baglana. Baharjl, 
the zamtndar of the territory imprisoned him, and bringing him along 
presented him before the Emperor at the time when fort of Surat was 
taken. The Emperor had him thrown before an elephant who was 
not a man-killer, and then put him into prison 1 . After sometime, 
he was sent to Muzaffar Khan, Governor of Bengal. He was directed 
to give him a fagir there if he showed signs of repentance, otherwise 
he was to be sent off to Mecca. As he did not show any sign .of 
repentance, Muzaffar Khan kept him in confinement till the season 
of sailing. Mcanwhlic Ma‘sum Khan Kabuli rebelled in the Bihar 
province, and joined Baba Khan Qaqshal and others who had stirred 
up strife in Bengal. They besieged Muzaffar Mian in Tanda. The 
Mirza escaping from the fort joined them. When they were victori¬ 
ous over Muzaffar Khan, Mirza Sharf-ud-Din, who had come to know 
of some of the former’s treasures, took possession of them and used 
them as the means of gaining influence*. Though Ma‘sum Khan 
did not work, Sharf-ud-Din was the nominal leader. When disagree¬ 
ments became ripe amongst the ungrateful Bengal Amirs, Ma‘sum 
Khan retired to Bihar, but on the approach of Mirza ‘Aziz Koka and 
Shahbaz Khan Kambu with a large contingent of the imperial army, 
he returned to Bengal. Differences arose between the Mirza and 
Ma'sum Khan, and each was lying in wait to circumvent the other. 

i For a detailed account see Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 29, 30, Beveridge's 
translation, III, pp. 4 i> 4 2 * 

a Op. cit ., Text, pp. 303, 304; translation, pp. 448, 449. 
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Ac last Ma'sum Khan won over with gold a boy named Mahmud, 
who was the favourite of the Mirza, and he at the instigation of 
Ma‘siim Khan made the Mirza drink poisoned opium 1 water. He 
died in the 25th year 988 A.H. (1580 A.D.). 

(MIR) SHARIF 3 AMU LI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 285-290). 

His home was in Arnul 3 , and he had received all his regular edu¬ 
cation in Iran, He gained an intimate knowledge of Sufism and the 
truth of religion, but this was mixed up with a lot of details about 
impieties and heresies. He preached “He is All in All”, and All in 
All ( Hama rd ) he called God (Allah). When he came to India 
during the reign of Emperor Akbar, he found that universal toleration 
and breadth of view were the orders of the day (literally: the daily 
bazar). The reigning Prince’s view was that Sovereignty was the 
shadow of Divinity. It was wrong to hold that special grace ( Paid) 
was the perquisite of any one sect, rather the correct principle to be 
adopted should be that all different people with their varying disposi¬ 
tions should share in the Divine Grace. Difference of religion was no 
reason for destroying a people. The Mir eagerly kissed the threshhold, 
feeling that he had gained his desire; and receiving a rank and fief 
became a recipient of royal favours. It is stated in the Dabistan 
Mubaidl ( i.e . of Mubaid) that the Mir waited upon Emperor Akbar 
at the station of Dlpalpur, and publicity supported the views of 
Mahmud of Basakhlwan in his discussions with the ‘Ulemas. After 
contending with the philosophers ( Hukdmd ), he came into notice 4 . 

1 Of. cit., Text, pp. 325, 326; translation, pp. 477, 478. 

2 For his life also see Blochmann's translation of A’in (2nd edn.), pp. 
502-504, which is based mainly on the Maatbir account. 

3 Amul also spelt as Atnal and Ainol in maps is an old city south of the 
Caspian and west of Astrabad. 

4 Apparently feshfa khttrd is the opposite of pusbtpa mizad, as on p. 
706 of Maatbir, III, which means ran away. It is also used in this sense on 
p. 795 of the same work, and there means putting oneself forward. 
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The general benevolence of Emperor Akbar did not forsake him, 
rather he was taken notice of and patronized. It appears that Dipal- 
pur is in Malwa, and that in the 22nd year, 984 A.H. (1576-77 
A,D.) the Emperor was encamped there for some days in connection 
with some state affairs. 

The author of these pages has not been able to find in the Akbar- 
ndma the date on which Sharif Amuli waited upon Emperor Akbar, 
but the date of his appointment 3 is recorded. There is also a contra¬ 
diction between it and and Sikandar Bfg Munshl’s account. In the 
‘Alam Aral ‘Abbasr 1 2 the latter author has stated that in 1002 A.H. 
(1593-94 A.D.), in the 7th year in the reign of Shah ‘Abbas II, the 
astrologers agreed that the conjunction of superior and inferior planets 
betokened that one of the princes of the time would die, and that it 
appeared probable that this, would happen in Iran. When the horos¬ 
cope of the Shah was prepared, it was found that the first quadrature 
had found a place in the house of birth, and accordingly Maulana 
Jalal-ud-Din Muhammad, astrologer of Jabrlz, who was pre-eminent 
in the science of astrology, devised a plan for averting the evil influ¬ 
ence. This was that for two or three days while the indign influ¬ 
ence was at its height, the Shah should withdraw himself from govern¬ 
ing, and raise to sovereignty someone who was worthy of death. 
During this period, all high and low should submit themselves to his 
orders, so that the real functions of royalty might be performed by 
him. After three days, he should be put to death. All approved of 
this suggestion, and the lot fell upon Yusuf the quiver-maker, who 
was a heretic and a follower of Dervish Khusrau of Qazwln, and was 
more pronounced in his beliefs than his companions. The Shah 

1 This place is in Indore, vide Imperial Gazetteer (Old cdn.), IV, p. 304. 
The reference appears to be taken from Badayuni, Text, II. pp. 245-247, Lowe's 
translation, II, pp. 252-255. The Maathir quotation is not quite correct. The 
Dabistan reference is to be found on p. 407 of the Calcutta edition. 

2 The date of his appointment as Amin and Sadr is recorded in Akbar- 
nama. Text, III, p. 477. Beveridge's translation, III, p. 718. 

3 Tart kb 'Alam Aral ‘Abbasi, Tehran cdn. p. 324. 
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retired from the government, and placed the crown on Yusuf’s head. 
When Yusuf mounted and when he alighted from the throne, the 
officers and attendants waited upon him in accordance with the regula. 
tions, and testified obedience. That heretic, in accordance with the 
saying: 

Hemistich 

Sovereignty is priceless even if it is for a day. 

Spent three days in luxury, and then dropped the borrowed robe 
of life. After this in the same year every one who was suspected 
of heresy was put to death. Dervish Khusrau—whose ancestors 
had been well-diggers, and who had turned a qalandar, and joining 
the Naqtawls had become their leader—though he was very 
cautious and no one heard any improper utterances from him— 

was hanged on the mere report that he was a Naqtawl. Mir 

Saiyid Ahmad Kashi, who was followed by many of tli£ 
ignorant, was split into two by the Shah with his own sword’. 
Among his books were found pamphlets dealing with Naqtawl 
tenets, and a rescript which Shaikh Abul Fadl had written to 
him on behalf of Emperor Akbar. Mir Sharif Amuli, who was an 
agreeable poet, and one of the chief men of the sect, or witnessing 
these occurrences fled from Astrabad, and started for India. So ends 
this account. 

It would be clear to the learned researchers that the historical ana¬ 
chronism in the account, as repeated above, cannot be reconciled on 
any grounds, and that the narrative of the ‘Alam ‘Aral is based on 

error. The coming of the Mir to India was before the slaying of the 

heretics in Iran, and there is no mention in any book of his being 
a poet, nor have any of his verses been heard by any one. 

In short, the Mir was lucky in his service at Emperor Akbar’s 
court, and his influence increased daily. When in the 30th year, 593 
A.H. (1586 A.D.) Mlrza Muhammad Hakim, Akbar’s half brother 
and the ruler of Kabul, died a natural death, and that territory was 


i Of. at.., p. 325. 
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annexed to the imperial domains, the Mir was appointed Amin and 
Sadr of that province. In the 36th year he was transferred to Bengal 
and Bihar, and was honoured by receiving four appointments 1 * 
there: Khalifa (Apostlcship), Amin (Head of the Revenue Depart¬ 
ment), Sadr (Head of the Judiciary), and Qadi (Head of the Ecclesiastic 
Department). In the 43rd year he was granted AjmSr as his fief, 
and Mohan—which was a pargana near Lucknow—was also added to 
his fief. In the siege of Aslr in KhandSsh he hastened from his fief to 
join the Emperor, and was graciously received. It is stated that he 
finally attained the rank of 3,000 s when he died. He was buried 
in the village of Mohan 3 . It is stated that no books or papers were 
maintained in his establishment. He kept a list of his troopers and 
infantry, and every six months put the pay of each in a bag, and sent 
it to his respective house. 

Let it not be concealed that the Naqtawls 4 —who arc also called 
Umanl and Mahmudlya—are followers of Mahmud of BasakhTwan 
which is a village in Gllan. He appeared in the year 800 A.H. 
(1398 A.D.). He was learned and austere, and has left a number 
of works. It is stated that when the bodies became more perfect, 
Mahmud arose. They refer to the verse: “Pcradventure thy Lord 
will raise thee to an honourable (Mahmudlan) station.” He held the 
view of the point of earth ( Nuqta-i-Khak ), and considered it to be the 
first element, and from which all other elements arose. He did not 
reckon heavens as outside the elements. He did not believe in the 
isolation of the reasonable soul. He believed in the return after death 
and of transmigration. This sect regards the celibate Wahid (One), 
and the married Amin (Superintendent), Their salutation is Allah 

1 Ahbarnama, Text, p. 601, translation, III, p. 916. 

a But see Akbarnama, Text, HI, p. 601 where it is stated that he was 
promoted to the rank o£ 4000. In this connection also see Beveridge’s note 

3 on p. 916 of the translation. 

3 Mohan in the Unao district in the United Provinces. 

4 For a short account of Naqcawis see Hughes Dictionary of Islam, p 
307 under the title Mahmudiyah. 
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Allah, and they designated their Mahmud as the Shakhs-i-Wabid 
(The only One), and regarded him as the promised Mahdr, and 
they say’ that the religion of Muhammad, which had become 
obsolete, had been replaced by the religion of Mahmud. The follow¬ 
ing of this sect had increased vastly in the Iranian countries. When 
Shah ‘Abbas Safavl, II, put most of these ignorant crew to death, 
and in every city whoever was suspected of belonging to this sect was 
killed; many went into exile and migrated to various countries. A 
few, however, who were attached to their homes, secretly followed 
their beliefs. 


SHARIF KHAN AMIR-UL-UMARA 
(Vol. II, pp. 625-629). 

He was Khwaja ‘Abd-us-Samad Shlrln Qalam SlurazI, whose 
grandfather Khwaja Nizam-ul-Muik was the Vaztr of Shah Shuja* of 
Shiraz. When Humayun took leave of the Shah of the Iran to go to 
Qandahar, he went on a visit to Tabriz, and the Khwaja—who was 
remarkable for his skill as a painter—waited on him there; he was 
very graciously received. On account of various circumstances', he 
was, however, unable to accompany Humayun. But in 956 A.H, 
(1549 A.D.) he waited on him in Kabul, and was received with 
favour 2 . During the reign of Emperor Akbar although he had only 
a rank of 400, his influence and intimacy were great, and he was 
honoured and trusted. It is stated that the Khwaja transcribed the 
Sura Ikhlas on a single grain of poppy. Muhammad Sharif was 
appointed to the rank of 200. In the 34th year, when Emperor 
Akbar was returning from Kabul, and had halted at Safed Sang, a 
base fellow dishonoured a peasant’s daughter and was capitally punish¬ 
ed. It appeared that Muhammad Sharif was his confidant, and had 

1 Akbarnama, Text, I, p. 220; Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 444 , 445, 
footnote 4 where other references arc given. 

2 Of, cii., Text, 292, translation, p. 552. 
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played a part in this episode; he was consequently censured 1 2 and 
punished. As Prince Sultan Salim, owing to being his school fellow 
was greatly attached to him, so Emperor Akbar sent Muhammad 
Sharif from Burhanpur for guiding the prince to the path of loyalty, 
when the latter abandoning the campaign against the Rana. went off 
to Allahabad, and showed signs of disobedience. He, however, 
encouraged the prince to greater excesses, and became his Vakil. He 
acquired such influence over the prince, that the latter unthinkingly 
promised that when he came to the throne he would give half his 
kingdom to Muhammad Sharif. Later, when the prince had the 
grace to go to his father, Muhammad Sharif, on account of his vile 
conduct, kept away, and retire into the hills. Each day he went into 
another defile, and spent his time in misery. The unhealthiness of 
the climate half killed him. Suddenly the world was filled with the 
news of Jahangir’s accession. This gave him a new life, and in fifteen 
days from the accession he appeared at the Court. He was granted 
the title of Amlr-ul-Umara, and appointed" Vakil. The Uzuk seal 
was entrusted to him, and an order was issued that whatever fief he 
selected should be given to him from the estates of Haidarabad. 

Emperor Jahangir has written in his Memoirs—which were written 
by his own pen—-“My connections with Sharif Khan had developed 
to such a level that he had become a brother, a son, a friend and a 
companion. On the day of his ruturn, I felt as if I had a new lease 
of life, and really become a King. I had no title really worthy of his 
ability, and so 1 could only give him the title of Amlr-ul-Umara, and 
give him the rank of a Panj-hazari (g,ooo). What could I do? My 
father’s rule was that no higher rank than this could be given. 
Although whatever is mine, is his 3 .” In the beginning of the reign, 


1 AkbarnSma, Text, 111 , p. 569; Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 861. 

2 Ifjhdltiiima'i-lahangjri, p. 3. See also TUzuk-i-fahUngir't (Rogers & Beve¬ 
ridge’s translation), 11, pp. <4, 15- note 2 where the date of his arrival according 
to various authorities is discussed. 

3 This is apparently taken from the spurious edition of Tuznk, see Price’s 
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thc Amlr-ul-Umara represented that the Afghans were the enemies 
of the Mughals, and that they should be expelled. Orders to this 
effect were sent throughout the dominions, but A'zam Khan protested 
and they were withdrawn on the ground that there were large numbers 
of them, and there was no tract without them, and that to expel them 
would lead to a great disturbance. The Amlr-ul-Umara was at the 
head of all officers, but A'zam Khan, out of innate pride and haughti¬ 
ness, paid no regard to his high office. On6 day Amlr-ul-Umara took 
occasion to speak harshly to him in the open Divan about his being 
a partisan of Sultan Khusrau. And he said boldly to the Emperor 
that this man was a well wisher of Khusrau, and it was politic that he 
should be put to death. Afterwards, when the Emperor pardoned the 
offences of Mirza Koka, he ordered that the latter should invite Amlr- 
ul-Umara as his guest ( Mahman ), and should spend a lakh of rupees 
in cash and goods (in entertaining him). 

It is stated that when all the high officers were assembled for the 
feast, Mirza Koka by way of raillery said to the Amlr-ul-Umara, 
“Nawab, you arc not kind to me, but what love did your late father 
Mulla ‘Abd-us-Samad show to me ! Why all the pictures and adorn¬ 
ments in this parlour were made by him with his own hands.” As 
Khan Jahan and Mahabat Khan were young, they could not control their 
feelings, and went away. When the matter was reported to the 
Emperor, he said to the Amlr-ul-Umara, “He has no control over his 
tongue. You should not pay heed to what he says.” In the second 
year, he fell ill, and remained behind 1 at Lahore when the Emperor 
went to Kabul, and Vakllship was entrusted to Asaf Khan Ja'far. 
Later he was appointed 2 to the Deccan, but he did not get on 
with Khan Khanan, and so was recalled to the Court. He had 
collected a large force, and had given advances to many. He recovered 

translation (Calcutta edn, 1917). pp- 25. 26. His name in all the works is 
Sharif f£han instead of Muhammad Sharif. 

r Tuzuk-i-Jahangiri (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation). I, p. 82. 

Op. cit., p. 156. 


2 



Sharif Khan Amlr-ul-Umara 


819 


hl-Umara ] 

these advances, but kept 3,000 horses. It is stated that the disease 
of forgetfulness took possession of him. Whatever he said, passed 
ouc of his mind. Khan Jahan was deputed to visit him. He found 
him out of his senses, and reported accordingly. Emperor Jahangir 
wanted to place him in retirement. Khan Jahan submitted that he 
had a good number of men and was a protege of His Majesty. He 
should not be dismissed. He was reappointed to the Deccan, and he 
spent a long time there till he died a natural death. 1 He was a good 
composer of verses, and was the author of a Divan. His nom-de- 
phime was bans!: These are his verses— 

Verse 

By the might of Love we made peace with the two worlds, 

Be my adversary and sec the spectacle of my friendship. 

Verse 

1 sift the sparks of lament with the sieve of respect, 

Lest a harsh sound reach your ears. 

Of Amlr-ul-Umara’s sons, Shahbaz Khan having attained a high 
office died during his father’s life-time. He built a serai at a distance 
of a kos from Lucknow, which bears his name. Mlrza Gul and Mlrza 
Jar Ullah used to play dice and chess with Emperor Jahangir, and 
were his constant companions and attendants, but this state of affairs 
did not last after their father’s death. Accordingly after the death 
of Asaf Khan, Jahangir ordered Jar Ullah—who had enjoyed luxury 
such as no prince had — to divorce his wife Misri Bcgam the daughter 
of Asaf Jab. Out of incongruity the marrige between her and Jar 
Ullah had never been consumated, and she was thereafter married to 
Mlrza Lashkarl, son of Yusuf Khan. The two brothers went with 
Mahabat Khan to Kabul, and died in the prime of their youth. 

1 Op. cit„ p. 131, 
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SHARIF KHAN ATGA 1 
(Vol. II, pp. 601-603). 

He was a younger brother of Shams-ud-Dln Muhammad Khan 
Atga 2 , and was an officer of the rank of 3,000. After the fall of 
Bairam Khan, when the best areas of the Panjab were assigned in fief 
to the Atga Khail, Sharif Khan also received a suitable jdgn in that 
province, and with his elder brother, Mir Muhammad Khan, rendered 
good service. In the 13th year, when the leaders of the Atga Khail 
were removed from the Panjab, Sharif Khan was granted a fief' 1 4 ' in 
the Sarkar of Qannauj. In the 21st year, he was deputed with a 
force to Mohlr’ 1 in order that he might keep watch for the Rana 
coming out of the defiles of the hills—whither that rebel had retired 
on the approach of the Emperor—and chastise him. Afterwards he 
rendered good service in the concpicst of Kombalmlr, and received 
favours. In the 25th year he was honoured by appointment as the 
guardian 5 of Prince Sultan Murad. He arranged a feast on this 
occasion and was honoured by a visit of the Emperor to his house. 
In the same year on the death of Shuja'at Khan, Governor of Malwa, 
he was appointed to succeed him, and he proceeded to that province. 
Ati order was also issued for lus son Baz Bahadur to leave Gujarat, 
and assist his father. The fief-holders of the province were also bidden 
to obey his instructions 6 . In the 28th year, he was appointed with 
Qullj Khan and others to assist Mlrza Khan Khanan. When he 
joined the latter, the command of the right wing was assigned to him, 
and on the day of the battle with Muzaffar, he did good service in 
discharging canons and muskets. When, after the chastisement of 

1 For his account see also Blochmann’s translation of A'in (2nd cdn.), pp- 
415, 416. 

2 MaSlhir-ul-lhnara, Text, 11 , pp. 531-555, translation antea. pp. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, 111, p. 333, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 487. 

4 Ibid, p, 194, Ibid, p. 274. 

5 Op. cit., Text, 111 , p. 312. 

6 Op. cit.. Text, p. 314, translation, p. 459- 
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Sultan Muzaffar of Gujarat, the Malwa officers were deputed for the 
conquest of the sort of Sironj, he also went there and erected batteries. 
On the day of the assault Nasira the Governor 1 of the fort contrived 
to escape close to his battery, and the fort was captured. In the 30th 
year, he and Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad Khan went to assist Khan A'zam, 
who had been appointed to the Deccan campaign. In the 35th year, 
he came to the Presence from Malwa, and offered his obeisance. In 
the 39th year, he was appointed to the charge 2 3 of Ghaznln—which 
was lus home, and which he had long desired to have as his fief. 
Upto the 47th year he was there, after which Ghaznln was assigned 
to Slifih Beg Khan in his place. Nothing further is known about 
him' 1 . His son Baz. Bahadur had received a Hef in Gujarat, and was 
enrolled as an auxiliary of the province. I11 the 25th year, he was 
attached to his lather’s contingent, and granted a fief in Malwa. In 
the 44th year, when limperor Akbar personally went for the conquest 
of Asir, lie and other officers went ahead to invest it. Later he was 
appointed to Ahmadnagar, and was one of the Deccan auxiliaries. 
In the 46th year, lie was taken prisoner 4 in the battle with the men 
of Telingana. When ‘AllamI Shaikh Abul Fadl, due to the exi¬ 
gencies of the time, arranged an armistice, the prisoners on both the 
sides were released; he also on release joined the royal forces. 

(SA 1 HUD-DAULAH SAIYID) SHARIF KHAN 
BAHADUR 

(Vol. II, pp. 517-520). 

He was Shuja'at Jang Mir ‘Abdur Rahim, son of Saiyid Sharif 
Khan Mir ‘Abdul Karim, son of Mir Saiyid Muhammad Qannaujl. 
Mir Saiyid Muhammad was known among the Saiyids of the place by 

1 Op. cit., p. 438; translation, p. 657, 

2 Op. tit., p. 654; translation, p. 1O04. 

3 In the 47th year Shall Beg Mian was appointed to succeed him in 
Ghaznln, vide Akbitrnamn, Text, III, p. 815; translation. III, p. 1223. 

4 Op. cit., p. 796; translation, p. 1194. 
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the title of Rasuldar; he had through diligent studies at home acquired 
a position for himself. When Shah Jahan was living in retirement in 
the fort of Agra, he—as he was always fond of the society of learned 
men, and of history—requested Aurangzlb to send the said Mir to him. 
For nearly eight 1 years, which Shah Jahan spent in this fort, the Mir 
was in constant attendance. It is stated that Shah Jahan was specially 
pleased with his discourse one day, and expressed his appreciation of 
it. The Mir said that he had a boon to beg which, he hoped, would 
be granted. On being asked to explain, the Mir said, what he wanted 
was the pardon of Aurangzlb. Shah Jahan granted this, and wrote a 
letter to Aurangzlb conveying his pardon. On this account Aurangzlb 
always regarded Mir’s rights as deserving of his personal consideration. 
Saiyid Amjad Khan and Saiyid Sharif Khan, his sons received suitable 
ranks and were promoted. The first had the title of Khan, and in 
the 13th year of the reign was appointed 2 Censor of the camp after 
the death of Qadi Muhammad Husain. In time, he rose to the high 
office of Sadr Kull. The second was exalted with the title of Saiyid 
Sharif Khan, and in the 30th year, when during the siege of Golconda 
there was extreme commotion, was appointed Krort of the. market for 
the imperial forces, and earned a good name by bringing down the 
prices. Later he was appointed to collect poll-tax in the four Siibahs 
of the Deccan, 3 which had been under his jurisdiction from earlier 
days, but Shuja'at Jang was in-charge of the collection of poll-tax in 
the Berar Siiba at the end of Emperor Aurangzib’s reign. In the 
time of Jahandar Shah—-when unknown persons were given charge of 
various cities—he was appointed as deputy of one of them for the 
government of Agra. About the end of Muhammad Shah’s reign, 
he was in straightened circumstances, and therefore migrated to the 
Deccan with Asaf Jah. He received a fief in Berar, and was appoint- 

1 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 348; also p. 379 where a short account ol Mir 
Saiyid Muhammad is given. See also Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, 
III, p. 138. 

2 Maathir~i' l Alamgiri, p. 98. 


3 Of. cit., p. 298. 
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ed Bakhshi of the troopers. In 1159 A.H. (1746 A.D.) he was promo¬ 
ted to the post of the Deputy Governor of Berar. He besieged two or 
three forts of some malcontents, and having reduced them was able to 
establish his authority firmly in the Siiba. After the death of Asaf Jah, 
Nasir Jang added the title of Shuja'at Jang to his other titles. In the 
time of Muzaffar Jang he was granted the title of Saif-ud-Daulah. 
He died in 1164 A.H. (1751 A.D.). He was a good and amiable 
person, with a very agreeable mode of address, and used to spend his 
time in the study of laws and the precepts (of Prophet Muhammad). 
In his assemblies singing and dancing were prohibited. He was dis¬ 
tinguished for his courage, but was not well versed in business matters. 
His son, Sadr-ud-Din Muhammad Khan, who succeeded to his father s 
titles, was for a time the Governor of Daulatabad. He died in 1177 
A.H. (1763-64 A.D.). He was a simple minded man. He left two 
sons, the elder had the hereditary titles, and the second was known 
as Saiyid Muhammad. They jointly held in fief the pargana of 
Kothal in the Siiba of Berar, but as it yields little, they were in 
straightened circumstances. 


SHARIF-UL-MULK HAIDARABADT 
(Vol. II, pp. 688-690). 

He was the brother-in-law of Abul Hasan Qutb Shah, the ruler 
of Haidarabiid. Prince Bahadur Shah ‘Alam was appointed with 
Khan Jahan and a large army to punish Abul Hasan—who, in Emper¬ 
or Aurangazib’s opinion for various reasons 1 2 had to be exterminated, 
and when later, in the 29th year, there were repeated fights with the 
forces of Abul Hasan, and all the strongholds of those ignorant people 
were destroyed and taken, and he was pursued to Haidarabad, Muha¬ 
mmad Ibrahim, his general, joined the imperial 3 forces as they reached 

1 See Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, IV, pp. 338-341 for a 
detailed account of the position. 

2 Khafi Khan, II. p. 306, 
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the outskirts of the city. In the early part of the night Abul Hasan 
losing heart left Chatar Mahal—which had been skilfully and elegant¬ 
ly completed by expert architects—and taking with him his ladies, 
and whac jewels, Asharfis and hftns they could carry, withdrew into 
the fort of GSlconda. A great tumult ensued. High officers took their 
wives and children by the hand, and went off on foot to the fort. Early 
in the morning plunderers in the city and camp fell upon the houses 
of the people, and carried off krores upon krorcs worth of goods and 
cash from Abul Hasan’s magazines, the effects of the traders and the 
property of the gentry 1 . The honour of great and small was besmirch¬ 
ed, and most of Abul Hasan’s servants willingly or unwillingly left 
him, and became the King’s servants. At this time, or according to 
some authority, at the beginning of this affair, Sharlf-ul-Mulk joined 
royal service, and with his two sons, Hidayat Ullu.li and ‘Inayat 
Ullah did homage in Sholapur. 

In accordance with the recommendation of the prince, he was 
given the rank of 3,000, ten thousand rupees in cash and other 
gifts. During the last days of the siege of Golconda, in the close of 
the 30th year, on 24th Sha'ban, 1098 A.H. (25th June, 1687 A.D.) 
he died. His sons were consoled by the grant of mourning dresses. 
About the same time Iftikhar Khan, his son who was the sister’s son 
of Abul Hasan, did homage, and received 2 the rank of 3,000 with 
1,000 horse. Hidayat Ullah was granted the title of Hidayat Khan. 
He was not without perfections and eloquence, and had a poetical 
vein. He was appointed Kbansaman of Muhammad A'zam Shah. 
It is said that Ni'mat Khan Mlrza Muhammad HajI—who had lashed 
many officers with his tongue, and never withheld his hand from 
satire; he did not spare even Emperor Aurangzlb—thus repaid for 
what he had received. 


t Op. cit., pp. 306,307 for a detailed account on which apparently the 
Maiithtr version is based. 

2 Maathir-i-'Alamgtri, p. 297. 
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Verse 1 2 

He is jo strong at sitting that to move him. 

No other man can manage it, only God can! 

When he wrote this satire on Hidayat Khan, the said Khan, in 
accordance with the maxim : 

“A stone is the reply to the clod thrower’’ composod a quatrain 
of which the following is the second couplet: 

Verse 

The son, the wife and the family of that wittoP, 

Are a dish of varied dainties. 

After receiving this quatrain he did not retaliate. 

SHAYISTA KHAN AMIR-UL-UMARA 
(Vol. II, pp. 690-706). 

He was the worthy son and heir of Yamln-ud-Daula Asaf Khan 3 . 
His name was Mlrza Abu Talib. In the time of the usurpation of 
authority by Mahabat Khan, he and his father were under restraint 
by him. When the juggling heavens drove that audacious one from 
the Presence, he sent Asaf Khan to the Court to ask pardon for his 
actions. He, however, kept Abu Talib for somedays in captivity 
lest a force might be sent against him, and then let him depart. He 
came and kissed the threshold 4 . In the 21st year of Emperor 
Jahangir’s reign, he received the title of Shayista Khan. In the begin¬ 
ning of the reign of Emperor Shall Jahan, he and his father came from 

1 The point of the verse appears to he that Hidayat Khan was proud, and 
would not get up to greet people.* 

2 The word which I have translated as wittol is and for dainties 

the latter involving a play on Ni'mat Ilian's name, may also 

mean to summon, but this would not serve in the context. 

3 For his account sec Maithir-ul-Umar 3 . Text, I, pp. 151-160, Beveridge’s 
translation, 1, pp. 287,295. 

4 IcjbSlnama-i-Jahangm, pp. 267,277,278. 
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Lahore, and paid their respects, and he was raised 1 2 to the rank of 
5,000 with 4,000 horse. The generally held view, that Shayista 
Khan was appointed to the rank of 5,000 from the day of his birth, 
is not authentic. Ic appears, however, that out of regard for his 
father and grandfather, he was in his early childhood granted the 
rank of 500. On the same score he received further promotions one 
after the other, until in his early youth he attained a high rank. In 
the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan he was appointed as leader and 
commander and in the 3rd year, when three large armies were 
despatched from Burhanpur for the elimination of Khan Jahan and 
the chastisement of the Nizam Shahls, he was appointed as the leader* 
of one of these forces. As the command of all the armies was entrust¬ 
ed to A'zam Khan, Governor of the Deccan, and Shayista Khan could 
not work in unison with him, he was recalled to the Presence 3 . 

When, in the 9th year, Emperor Shah Jahan took up his quarters 
at the Daulatabad fort, Shayista 1 Khan, IlahwardI Mian and other 
officers were sent off to free the country of Sangamnlr and other 
ports in that territory, which were in the possession of Shahu Bhonslc. 
Shayista Khan went to Sangamnlr, and delivered the parganas of the 
area from the possession of Shahu’s son ShivajI and other sedition 
mongers and stationed a force in each fort. After capturing many 
famous and important forts and making proper arrangements for the 
government of the territory he hastened to Junair. As ShivajI had 
after leaving his father suitably strengthened the fort, it could not be 
taken easily, Shayista Khan thereupon taking possession of the city and 
the adjacent district, returned. In a short time he had added two 
fine Sarkdrs with a revenue of two krors and 60 lacs of dams, and 
consisting of 17 mahals, to the imperial domain. In the 10th year 
Khan Zaman, who, as deputy of Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb 
Bahadur, had charge of the Balaghat, Deccan, died. As it was 


1 Badshahnama, l, pt. i, p. 180. 

2 Op. cit., p, 294. 

4 B&dshUbnama, I. pt. ii, p. 132. 


3 Op. cit., p. 302. 
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essential to send in place of Khan Zaman a high official, who, during 
the absence of the prince, should as his deputy be at Daulatabad, and 
carry on the administration, Shayista Khan was sent 1 in advance of the 
prince who had proceeded to the Court for a marriage ceremony. In 
the 12th year he was appointed Governor of the province of Behar and 
Patna 2 in succession to ‘Abdullah Khan. In the 15th year, he led 
a force against Pratap, the land-owner of Palaun (Palamau) and a nota¬ 
ble person of that territory,' and having devastated his domains made 
him submit. In the 18th year, when the province of Allahabad was 
taken from him, and assigned in fief to Dara Shikoh, he was appoin¬ 
ted 4 Governor of Malwa. When in the 20th year, Prince Muhammad 
Aurangzlb Bahadur was summoned from Ahmadabad, Gujarat, for the 
management of the countries of Balkh and Badakhshan, Shayista 
Khan was given charge of Gujarat. As in spite of Shayista Khan 
having a rank of 5,000 with 5,000 horse, 2-horse, 3-horse, and also 
having an annual allowance of 5 lacs of rupees from the general trea¬ 
sury of the province for 3,000 Sihband't (local militia) horsemen, he 
could not properly control the sedition mongers in the province, and 
this had become apparent repeatedly from his own reports, he, in the 
beginning of the 22nd year, was re-appointed Governor of Malwa 5 , 
and the province of Ahmadabad was assigned to Prince Dara Shik5h 
as his fief. In the 23rd year he was appointed® in succession to 
Prince Murad Bakhsh, to the four provinces of the Deccan, and later 
was re-appointed 7 to Gujarat. In the 27th year, when that province 
was assigned* to Murad Bakhsh, he returned to the Court. In the 
28th -year, he was again sent 9 to Malwa as the Governor. In the 
29th year, when Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur, Governor 
of the Deccan, at the request of Mir Jumla, proceeded to Haidariibad 
to deliver his son and belongings, and to chastise Qutb Shah, Shayista 

1 Op. cit., p. 271. 2 Badshihnama, II, p. 136. 

3 Op. cit , p, 248. 4 Op, cit., p. 425, 

5 ‘Amal Salih, HI, p. 64. 6 Op. cit., p. 102. 

7 Op. cit , p. 149, this appointment was made in the 26th year. 

8 Op cit... p. 182. 9 Op. cit., p. 201. 
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Khan, in compliance with the orders of the Emperor, went to assist 
him with a large ' contingent 1 of the Maiwa troops. He was unable 
to develop close association with the prince while serving under him 
in the time of the siege. After the termination of this expedition in 
the 30th year, he returned to his post and as a reward for his service, 
on the recommendation of the prince, was promoted to the rank of 
6,000 with 6,000 horse—2-horsc, 3-horse, and granted the high title 
of Khan Jahan 2 . When, in the same year, Muhammad Aurangzib 
Bahadur with the Deccan armies was deputed to chastise the ‘Add 
Shahls, Khan Jahiin was directed to proceed immediately to Daulatabad, 
and to remain 3 there till the prince’s return. When in the 31st year, 
1067 A.H. (1657 A.D.), Emperor Shah Jahan fell ill of strangury, 
and the administration of the country devolved on the heir apparent, 
Prince Dara Shikoh, he, out of evil design and intentions, recalled 
the Deccan auxiliaries to the Presence even before the Bijapur campaign 
had been completed. Shayista Khan also returned to Maiwa. As 
that province is adjacent to the Deccan, and Dara Shikoh had other 
plans, he did not deem it proper to leave Khan Jahan—whose attach¬ 
ment and association with Prince Aurangzib were well known— in 
charge of that area; he was consequently recalled to the Court 4 and 
Maharaja Jasvant Singh appointed as the Governor of Ujjain. After 
the defeat of the Maharaja by Aurangzib, when Emperor Shah Jahan 
heard that the latter was advancing towards the Capital, he thought 
that if he were to march out in person, there was the possibility that 
there would be no actual fighting—as in the opposing forces (of 
Aurangzib) also most of the men were imperial servants, and probably 
they would not draw their swords against their master. But Dara 
Shikoh, who regarded the enterprise as an easy one, and believed him¬ 
self capable of managing it alone, by persistent representation preven¬ 
ted the Emperor from marching out. In this connection, he had a 

1 Op. cit., p. 222. 

2 Op. cit., p. 230, but the number of his 2-horse, 3-horse troopers is 
given there as 5,000 and not 6,000 as in the text. 

3 Op. cit., pp. 235,236, 


4 Op. cit., pp. 28,3, 295. 
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consultation with Khan Jahan; and the latter cither to keep on good 
terms with Dara Shikoh, or because he was a partisan of Muhammad 
Aurangzlb, and felt that he would be successful, also dissuaded (Shah 
from marching out. After the defeat of Dara Shikoh, it became clear 
that this would have been the best course, and that what took place 
was in accordance with a plan. Emperor Shah Jahan was angry, struck 
Shayista Khan on the breast with the head of his staff, and reproached 
him for his treacherous advice 1 . In accordance with the letters of 
Dara Shikoh, and at the instance of the interested parties, he ordered 
him to be placed under restraint. After two days he was released, 
and his advice was again asked; he repeated what he had said before. 
It is evident too that at this stage movement would have been ineffec¬ 
tual. Emperor Shah Jahan had his advance camp made ready, but as 
the affair had got out of hand, even his marching (against Aurangzlb) 
would have been of no avail. 

I11 short, Khan Jahan was honoured by paying his respects to 
‘Alamglr in the Nur Manzil Garden. After repeated messages 
through Fadil Khan Khansaman on behalf of Emperor Shah Jahan to 
the Prince of the lucky star, Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur, the 
Bsgam Sahiba came to her brother, and conveyed her father’s message 
to the effect that the Panjab with the areas appertaining to it might 
be given to Dara Shikoh, Gujarat as hitherto should remain under 
Murad Bakhsh, the Deccan be assigned to Sultan Muhammad, the 
eldest son of Aurangzlb, and the high office of the heir apparent, the 
title of Buland Icjbal and the complete control of the rest of the impe¬ 
rial territories be transferred to Aurangzlb; and that he should wait 
on the Emperor Shah Jahan and endeavour to please him. Aurangzlb 
refused to consider the proposals and said, "I cannot wait on the Em¬ 
peror till the affair of Dara Shikoh is liquidated.” The Begam Sahiba 
returned sorrowfully, and reported the result to the Emperor; this 
added to the vexation and concern of the latter. At last, on the third 


1 Khafi Khan . II, p. 21, 
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day after much discussions, Aurangzib resolved to wait on his honour¬ 
ed father; and with this noble intention he rode from the Bagh 
*Dahra. As the Divine decree was contrary to this action, Khan Jahan 
and Shaikh Mir came after him and represented that the proposed 
plan was far from politic, and there was no necessity for Aurangzib 
putting himself into a dangerous situation when he had got under his 
control the servants of the fort, and the thread of authority had drop¬ 
ped out of the hands of the Emperor Shah Jahan. 

Meanwhile, when Aurangzib returned after listening to the words 
of his well wishers, Nahar Dil Chela arrived, and produced the letter, 
which Emperor Shah Jahan had written with his own hand 
to Dara Shikoh, and had entrusted it to Nahar Dil in order 
that he might quickly convey it to Dara Shikoh at Shahjahana- 
bad, and bring back an answer. The purport of the letter 
was that Dara Shikoh should collect troops, and consolidate 
his position at Delhi, and that meanwhile Shah Jahan would himself 
dispose off the matter here (at Agra), Accordingly the advice of Khan 
Jahan was approved 1 of, and the proposed visit put off, and as 
appeared imperative Aurangzib set off in pursuit of Dara Shikoh 
from Agra towards Delhi. At the stage of Mathura, Khan Jahan— 
who, in consequence of the offence referred to earlier, had been 
deprived of his rank and fief—was appointed to the rank of 7,000 
with 7,000 2-horse, 3-horse troopers. He was further honoured with 
the grant of the title of Amir-ul-Umara and a fargana yielding a 
revenue of two krors of dams was assigned to him in recognition 2 
(of his services). When Sulaiman Shikoh, the eldest son of Dara 
Shikoh, returned from the Eastern districts, and on hearing of his 
father’s defeat hastened on the other side of the Ganges towards 
Hardwar, and planned to proceed by way of Saharanpur to the Panjab 


1 For a detailed account see Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, I, 
II, pp. 422-425. The name of the slave courier is Nahir Dil and not Bahir 
Dil as in the text. 

2 ' Alamgirnama , p. 150. 
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to join his father, the Amlr-ul-Umara 1 * was deputed to check him. 
That fortunate one went off as a vagabond to the hill country of 
Srinagar (Garhwal) and took refuge with the Zaminddr of the territory. 
In compliance with the orders the AmTr-ul-Umara returned from the 
banks of the Ganges to Akbarabad (Agra), and in the service of Prince 
Muhammad Sultan remained in-charge of the government of that 
province 3 . When Muhammad Sultan went off in advance to 
encounter Shah Shuja*, the Amlr-ul-Umara remained in sole charge of 
that area. When, in the battle 1 with Shuja‘ Raja Jasvant Singh 
wickedly and with the perverse intention of upsetting affairs in the end 
of the night immediately preceding the day on which the battle 
took place, decamped from Aurangzlb’s camp with other Rajputs, 
and took the road to Agra, this sudden affliction resulted 
in so great confusion and discord in the forces that even 
the loyalties of tried soldiers, who had rendered valuable services in 
many campaigns, were shaken, and several of them selecting the path 
of disloyalty deserted. The distressing news that Shah Shuja 1 having 
made Emperor ‘Alamgir prisoner was advancing towards Agra gained 
so wide a currency, that the Amlr-ul-Umara accepted this false report 
as true, and becoming confused thought of retiring towards the 
Deccan. In his bewilderment he represented to Fadil Khan the 
Khdnsdmdn, who was still in the service of Shah Jahan, the claims of 
the Asaf Jah family, and begged that the Emperor might forgive his 
offences. That prudent and experienced official endeavoured to 
comfort AmTr-ul-Umara and added that he should remain quiet till 
the morning, as perhaps trustworthy news would be received by that 
time. Later, it turned out that the brave and steadfast ‘Alamgir had 
with a limited force defeated Shuja*, and gained the victory. After 
this God-given victory, when Aurangzlb reached Agra, and then 
started for AjmSr to fight Dara Shikoh, the Amlr-ul-Umara went in 

1 Op. t it., p. 159, also sec Khali Khan , II, p. 4 *. 

1 Khali Khan, II, p. 42. 

3 Battle of Kfcajuhd, 14th January, 1659. 
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attendance 1 . After the second coronation, in 1069 A.H. (July, 

1659 A.D.), in the 2nd year of Emperor Aurangzib’s reign, he was 
exalted by being allowed to beat 2 his drums in the Presence—a great 
favour, which in the times of Shah Jahan and Jahangir was enjoyed 
only by his father and grandfather respectively. About this time, 
he was appointed Governor 3 of the Deccan in succession to Prince 
Muhammad Mu'azzam. The Amir-ul-Umara after his arrival in the 
Deccan proceeded on 25th Jummada I, 1070 A.H. (28th January, 

1660 A.D.) to put down ShivajT and to capture his forts. ShivajT, 
on account of the confusion in the government of Bljapur, and follow¬ 
ing the assassination of Afdal Khan, the chief officer of the ‘Adil 
Shahls, had taken possession of many forts and posts, and had placed 
obstacles in the way of pilgrims proceeding by sea to Mecca. He 
had also not abstained from devastating the imperial territories. The 
Amir-ul-Umara marched out from Aurangabad, and suitably punished 
his men wherever they offered battle, and established thanas in suitable 
localities in Shivaji’s territories. This was the beginning of the 
Maratha affair. As the rainy season had arrived, he spent somedays 
in the city of Poona, and took the fort of Chakan, which was one of 
the strong forts of the Konkan and belonged to the Nizam Shah! 
territory. On account/if the confusion in the ‘Adil Shahl affairs, 
ShivajT had taken possession of it. As it was near the imperial terri¬ 
tory, the Amir-ul-Umara regarding its capture as an essential part of 
the campaign, and assigned this task due priority. When he reached 
the foot of the fort, he carefully inspected the neighbourhood with a 
view to placing his batteries and strenuously carried on operations in 
connection with the erection of bastions and laying of mines. For 
fifty six days in spite of constant rain and heavy storms he carried 
on the siege with cannon and muskets. At last the mine which 
extended to the bastion opposite the AmTr-ul-Umara’s battery was 
filled with gun-powder, and set fire to. The bastion was blown up, 


1 'AlamgirnSma, p. 294. 

2 Op. cit., pp. 394, 395. 


3 Op. cit., p. 416. 
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and portions of it flew into the air like startled pigeons. The victo¬ 
rious troops were in readiness, and believing in Divine protection 
altogether fell on the fort. The day closed during the fight, but the 
heroes would not think of retiring, and bravely spent the night at the 
foot of the fort. In the morning they renewed their attack, and 
entering the city wall captured the fort on 18th Dhul Hijja of the 
3rd year of the reign (15th August, 1660 A.D.). Those, who 
escaped the sword took refuge in the citadel. As they saw that it was 
beyond their resources to defend it, they asked for quarter and came 
out. By the Emperor’s orders the fort was renamed Islamabad 1 . 

After this conquest the territory of Shivaji was overrun by the 
victorious troops, but that subtle strategist retreated into the inaccessi¬ 
ble defiles. The Amir-ul-Umara took up his quarters in Poona in a 
house which had been built by Shivaji. Meanwhile that resourceful 
schemer arranged for a night attack, and sent a party of men to the 
place. An order of the day at the time had been issued that without a 
signed permit, no one was to be allowed to enter the camp or the city, 
and an ordinance had also laid down that Marathas on horseback should 
not be allowed entry. A number of footmen of their tribe in the 
beginning of the 6th year on the pretext of the marriage of their 
party obtained from the Kotwal a permit for the admission of 200 
Marathas. At night they entered the city on the pretext of marriage 
beating drums, and next day, they brought a number of men with 
their hands tied and beating them saying that they were enemy 
partisans whom they had made prisoners near the post ( thana ). Next 
night at midnight these miscreants came to the kitchen behind the 
female appartments, and put to the sword whosoever they encountered. 
They opened up a window which had been blocked with mud and 
bricks. Some pages ( kbawwSsan ) of the Zenana , who were awakened 
by the noise of the spades and pick-axes, went and reported to the 

1 'Alamgirnama, pp. 585-587; Maathir-i-Alamgiri , p, 33. The orders 
in regard to the change ol name of the fort are not mentioned in any of the 
two works. Also see Jadunath Sarkar, Shivaji and His Times, pp. 79-81 
(1929). 
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Amir-ul-Umara. He said that it was the month of fasting (Ramadan), 
the cooks and other servants of the kitchen had probably got up to 
prepare the early morning meal. When, however, the report was re¬ 
peated, the Amir-ul-Umara got bewildered, and rose up taking his bow 
and arrow and lance in his hands. One of the assailants struck him 
with a sword and this cut off his index-finger. His young son Abul Fath 
Khan, who exerted himself in the fight, was killed. The women 
dragged the AmTr-ul-Umara to one side. These noises resulted in the 
men outside rushing in, and they finished the business of those who 
had not completed their 1 work (i.e. killed the inmates of the house). 
As this night affair was a proof of the carelessness on the part of that 
high official, and was also indicative of lack of vigilance, which could 
not be condoned by the administration, he was censured by the 
Emperor, and the governorship of the Deccan was transferred to 
Prince Muhammad Mu'azzam. He was appointed to administer 2 
Bengal where MTr Jumla had just died. As the turbulent men of 
Arracan—who arc generally designated as the Magh tribe—had 
meanwhile siezing the opportunity invaded the borders of Bengal, and 
had taken away as prisoners the inhabitants of some villages, the 
Amir-ul-Umara decided chat the only way of checking their activities 
was to capture the fort of Chittagong—which is on the border of 
Arracan—and so addressed himself to this task. He despatched his 
son Buzurg Umed Khan with a force, and he after much fighting 
captured the strong fort of Chittagong in the end of the 8th year, 
and renamed 3 4 it Islamabad. 

The Amir-ul-Umara was long engaged in administering 1 Bengal 
province, and when in the 20th year A‘zam Khan Koka was appointed 
to this charge 5 , he put on the pilgrim's robe, and in the 21st year 
waited upon the Emperor, and presented a tribute of 30 lakhs of 


1 For a critical account see Jadunath Sarkar, of. cit., pp. 88-93. 

2 'Alamgirnama, p. 848; Maatbir-i-‘Alamgin , p. 45. 

3 Maathir-i-Alamgir't, p. 54. 

4 Riyad-Hs-Satitin, Text, pp. 222,223. 

5 Maathir-i-‘Alamgirt, p. 159. 
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rupees, 4 lakhs of jewels and ocher goods. One of the rarities was 
a mirror to which a water-melon was attached; when it dried, 
water trickled from it. There was also a box to one end of which 
an elephant was attached, and to the other end a goat. The elephant 
could not draw it, but the goat drew both the box and the elephant. 
The AmTr-ul-Umara was awarded the staff made of jade, which the 
Emperor had in his hand, and other presents. An order was issued 
that this leader of the officials should bring his palanquin into the 
(]Jh hsu l khan a, and that he should beat his drum after that of the 
Emperor 1 2 3 . In the same year he was appointed Governor of 
Akbarabad’. In the end of the 22nd year he was again appointed 
to Bengal in succession to Prince Muhammad A'zam, who in 
compliance with orders had hurriedly started for the Court. After 
a few years, he was reappointed Governor of the Capital, Agra. 
He lived with a good reputation upto the day of his death, and 
died a in the beginning of the 38th year in 1105 A.H. (1694 A.D.). 

Few Amirs in any of the reigns equalled him in good qualities 
and virtues. With all his grandeur and greatness which he had 
acquired and even a much smaller degree of which would have 
raised the pride of others to the highest heavens—he was extremely 
gentle, amiable, courteous and humane. His liberality and charities 
were famed throughout the world. The marks of his beneficence in 
building serais, mosques and bridges—on which he spent lakhs— 
are patent in all parts of India. The poor and needy in distant 
quarters benefitted from his charities. The property, which after 
his death, was escheated to the Crown, was beyond conception. 
Though, repeatedly, articles, such as gold and silver vessels, have 
been taken for royal use, there are still numerous locked rooms in 
the Agra fort full of his goods. Strange stories arc current about 


1 Based on Madthir-i-'Alamgm, p. 161. 

2 Of. cit., p. 168. 

3 Of. cit., p. 368, 
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the abundance oE his goods and scores. From a reliable source, it 
has been heard that once when Emperor Aurangzib was hunting, 
some wax was called for. The collectors of the Exchequer and of 
the parganas in the neighbourhood, who had been ordered to procure 
it, reported that as it was the rainy season, not a grain could be 
procured. The Khansaman represented that wax was not to be had 
anywhere, but it was reported that there was some wax available in 
the stores of the Amir-ul-LJmara at Delhi. An order was issued 
that they should borrow some to meet the urgent requirements. 
When the order was transmitted to the agent of the Amir-ul-Umara, 
and as it would have taken a long time to have the permission of 
his master who was in Bengal and it was impossible to wait, the agent 
offered 200 maunds of wax, and one or two thousand articles of wax, 
each weighing 2-3 maunds, on his own account, and excused himself 
by saying that in the absence of his master, he could not venture 
to give more. It became known that wells had been dug for storing 
wax, and that during the hot weather water was filled in them to 
keep the wax from melting. From this an idea may be formed of 
the extent of his possessions. By Emperor Jahangir’s orders, the 
daughter of Shah Nawaz Khan, son of Abdur Rahim Khan Khanan, 
was married to him. But all his children were born of concubines. 
The name of 'Aqidat Khan his son was Abu Talib. In the 2nd year 
of Emperor Aurangzib’s reign, when his father was the Governor of 
the Deccan, he had charge of Daulatabad 1 . He died early. 
Another son was Abul Fath Khan who was killed during the night- 
attack of Shivaji Bhonslc. Whoever of them distinguished himself 
has been noticed in this work. One of his daughters was married to 
Ruh Ullah Khan I 2 , and another to Dhulfiqar Khan Nusrat 
Jang 3 . 


1 Maathir-i-'Alamgm, p. 26. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, p. 309. 

3 Op. cit., p. 93. 
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SHER AFGAN KHAN ‘ALT QULI BEG 
(Vol. II, pp. 622-625). 

He was an Istalju, 1 and was the table-servant of Shah Ismail, II, 
the rulet of Iran. After the latter’s death he migrated to India by way 
of Qandahar. At Multan, he joined Khan Khanan, the Commander- 
in-chief who was marching against Tatta (Sindh), and at the re¬ 
commendation of the Commander-in-chief, he in his absence was 
enlisted in imperial service ; he performed good deeds, and showed 
great courage. When Khan Khanan returned victorious after this 
expedition, ShEr Afgan, at Ins request, was appointed to a suitable 
post. At the same time, Emperor Akbar gave him in marriage 
Mihr-un-Nisa, the daughter of Ghiyath B5g of Tehran, who was 
serving as the Dlwan-t-Biutat (Master of the Household). 

It is stated that Mlrza Ghiyath’s wife always used to go to the 
feasts and entertainments in the palace, and that Mihr-un-Nisa, whose 
name became Nut Jahan later on—often used to accompany her 
mother. By a strange chance, Prince Salim—who had reached the 
age of adolescence—fell in love with her, and when this feeling 
became known in the harem, the Emperor also secretly became aware 
of it. He immediately gave her in marriage to ‘All Quli Beg. When 
the Prince was sent to the expedition against the Rana, ‘All Quli Beg 
was appointed to accompany him. The prince greatly favoured him, 
and gave him the title of Sher Afgan Khan. After his accession, he 
made him the fief-holder of Burdwan—which is a tract between Bengal 
and Orissa—and as he was an able man, he distinguished himself 
in this office, and proved to be a good Governor. When Emperor 
Jahangir sent off Qutb-ud-Din Kokaltash to be the Governor of Bengal, 
he said one or two words to him about Sher Afgan, who learnt about 
this from the letter of his agent, and became apprehensive. He knew 
that there was something behind it (lit. “there was a saucer below the 

1 Istalju or Ustalju, a Turkish tribe of Transcaucasia, see Blochmann’s 
translation of A'in (2nd edn.), p. 687. 
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cup” — a well known proverb). From chat day he left off his accou¬ 
trements ( yaraq ), and said to the Recorder and the Emperor’s officers 
that he now was no longer a servant of the Emperor. When Qutb- 
ud-Dtn rapidly marched to Burdwan in the 2nd year, Sh5r Afgan 
Khan, who was encamped outside, went off to welcome him. 

It is said that at the time of leave-taking his mother fixed the 
helmet on his head and said, “Ere your mother weeps make his 
mother weep”, and having kissed his head and eyes gave him leave 
to go. Though he was not at case about the guile and trickery of 
Kokaltash, but for the present the latter’s messages had given him 
confidence. Being a doomed man he left his troops outside the camp, 
and went off for the interview, attended by only two troopers one of 
whom was an eunuch. When from the attitude and talk of the 
Kokaltash, it became clear that treachery was intended, he anticipated 
matters and killed Qutb-ud-Dln Khan. As the Kokaltash’s men had 
surrounded him, they did not let him depart. The chronogram of 
his death is “ Mazlum ” (Victim—-1016 A.H., 1607 A.D.) 1 . 

What they say about Shcr Afgan is that in spite of his numerous 
wounds every one of which was fatal, he by extraordinary exertion and 
to safeguard his honour reached his home, and wanted to kill his 
wife; his (or her) mother indicated by weeping and lamenting and 
saying that his wife had thrown herself into a well, and that thereupon 
he gave up the ghost, is contrary to lqbalndma-i'l akangtrt 2 . After 
this occurence, Shaikh Ghiyath, the sister’s son of Qutb-ud-Dln Khan, 
brought Mihr-un-Nisa with the daughter and son of ShCr Afgan, and 
his property to the Court, For a time, she was in disgrace owing 
to her husband having killed the Emperor’s foster-brother. When 
Emperor Jahangir married her, the daughter 3 she had borne to Sh5r 

1 For a critical study of the Shcr Afgan story see Beni Prasad, History of 
Jahangir, pp. 170-182. For an account of Qutb-ud-Din'$ tomb etc. see 
Blochmann, Journ, As. Soc. Bengal, XL, pt. i (1871), p. 252. 

2 Iqbalndma-i-Jabangiri, pp. 54'5^- 

3 Her name was Ladili Begam; for account of her marriage see Beni 
Prasad, of. cit., p, 320 where other references are given. 
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Afgan was given in marriage to Sultan Shahariyar, the youngest son of 
rhe Emperor. On this account, she had enmity with the heir-apparent, 
Shah Jahan, and there was great commotion, as has been related in 
detail on various pages of this work. 

SHER KHAN 
(Vol. 11 , pp. 651-65,4). 

He was also known as Nahir Khan Tonwar. His ancestors were 
hereditary servants of the Fariiql family of Khandgsh. His father 
was killed while he was yet a child. Raja ‘All Khan Faruql cherished 
the orphan in his early days. Later, through his innate capacity and 
good luck coming inco play he joined Khan Jahan Lodi. The latter 
extended him his patronage and trained hint; in a short time he got 
a mansab in the imperial service and was appointed to Gujarat. When 
a rupture took place between Emperor Jahangir and the Prince heir- 
apparent, the Deputy Governorship of Gujarat was assigned to ‘Abdul¬ 
lah Khan. The latter on his behalf appointed an indifferent eunuch 
to defend the city of Ahmadabad. Nahir Khan at the instigation and 
written requests of Mlrza Safi Saif IGian—who at the time was the 
Divan of Gujarat—came suddenly from his fief to Ahmadabad, and 
with Saif Khan took possession of the city. ‘Abdullah Khan heard 
of it at Mandu, and hurriedly marched for giving battle. Nahir 
Khan, who commanded Saif Khan’s vanguard, engaged him, and 
through Divine aid was successful. As a reward for this signal service 
the Emperor granted him the rank of 3,000 with 2,500 horse and 
the title of Shgr Khan*. 

After Emperor Jahangir’s death, when the royal cortege of Shah 
Jahan reached the borders of Gujarat, a petition was received from 
Sher Khan expressing his loyalty and devotion, and a warning about 
the misguided directions of Saif Khan, the Governor of the province, 

1 Tuzuk-i-lahangm (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation), 11 , pp. 267,268. 
His rank there is, however, given as 3,000 with 2,000 horse. 
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As the disloyalty of Saif Khan was already patent to all, the sincerity 
of the petition of Slier Khan was accepted. Emperor Shah Jahan 
granted him royal favours, and by sending him the welcome news 
of his appointment as the Governor' of Gujarat made him a zealous 
servant. He was ordered to take possession of Ahmadabad, and 
place Saif Khan under surveillance. When the Emperor halted 
at Mahmudabad, which is some 12 kos distant from Ahmadabad, 
Slier Khan presented himself with a force. When on the 17th 
Rab? II, 1037 A.H. (16th December, 1627 A.D.) Emperor 
Shah Jahan encamped at the Kakariya tank in the vicinity of the city, 
Sher Khan was raised to the rank of 5,000 with 5,000 horse, and 
appointed Governor of Gujarat. In the year when Shah Jahan went 
to Burhanpur to extirpate Khan Jahan Lodi, and Khwaja Abul Hasan 
Tarbatl was deputed to take Ntisik and Satigamntr, it was arranged 
that till the arrival of Sher Khan from Gujarat, the Khwaja should 
spend the rainy season at Fort Lalang. The Khwaja halted at 
Dhuliya until Sher Khan could join him. As soon as Sh 5 r Khan 
arrived, he was appointed to attack Chandaur. He plundered that 
territory right and left and returned with abundant booty. There¬ 
after, he helped the Khwaja in annexing and administering the area. 
In the 4th year, 2 1040 A.H. (1630-31 A.D.) lie died. He was a 
great military leader, and had a very gentle personality. He was not very 
liberal, but he was very indulgent to his soldiers. He paid their 
wages month by month. In his contingent there were no fines for 
absences. He was a heavy drinker, but he indulged in drinking only 
with the members of his household. Strange as it may seem, witli 
all his wealth and grandeur he pesonally attended to the animal feeds; 
he used to say, “I know it is shameful, but 1 cannot help my nature”. 
Of his sons, Yasin Khan and Shainsher Khan rose high during their 
father’s lifetime, but they did not survive for any length of time. 
The first, who had the rank of 1,500 with 1,000 horse, died in the 
8th year. The name of the third son was Dilawar Khan. 


1 Badskahnama, I, pt. i, p. 126. 


2 Of. cit., pp. 368,369. 



ul-Lmara] 


Slier Khan Saiyid Shihab Barah 


841 


SHER KHAN SAIYID SHIHAB BARAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 667, 668). 

He was the son of Saiyid ‘Izzat Khan of Jahangir’s time. In the 
ioch year of the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan, he had attained the 
rank of 800 foot with 600 horse, and in the 13th year was granted an 
increase of 200, In the 19th year, he was deputed with Sultan Murad 
Bakhsh for the conquest of Balkh and Badakhshan, and at the time 
of departure was granted a dress of honour and a horse. In the 22nd 
year, he accompanied Sultan Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur on the 
Qandahar Campaign, and after reaching there he was sent towards 
Bust with Rustam Khan to assist Qulij Khan. In the battle against 
the Iranians he distinguished himself by his valiant deeds. In the 
23rd year, he was exalted by promotion to the rank of 1,500 foot 
with 6 00 horse. In the 25th year he was honoured by the grant 
of a dress of honour and a horse with a silver saddle, and again 
accompanied the said Prince to the same area. In the 26th year, 
he went on the same expedition in attendance on Sultan Dara Shikoh. 
In the 27th year through promotion he was raised to the rank of 2,000 
foot with 700 horse. In the 28th year he accompanied Jumlat-ul- 
Mulk Sa‘d Ullah Khan to destroy the fortifications of Chittor, and in 
the 30th year, he started with Mu'azzam Khan for the Deccan where 
lie was sent to serve under Sultan Aurangzib Bahadur; there he 
rendered valuable services. In the 31st year on being summoned to 
the Presence, he did homage. His rank was increased to 2,500 foot 
with 1,200 horse, and he was granted the title of Sh 5 r Khan 1 ; his 
heart’s desire was fulfilled by his appointment as the Faujdar of 
Mandesur. In the battle of Samugarh he was with Dara Shikoh, but 
when the latter was defeated and fled, he took service with Aurangzib*. 
In the battle 3 with Sultan Shuja*, he and Dhulfiqar Khan Muhammad 
BSg were with the artillery in front of the vanguard. 

1 Amal Salih. Ill, p. 272. 2 ■ Alamgirnama , p. 11 5 - 

3 In the battle of Khajiiha, ‘AlamgirnSma, p. 245. 
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SHER KHAN TARIN 
(Vol. II, pp. 654-658). 

He was the Zamlndar of Fushanj 1 which in Arabic is known as 
Pushang; it is a village between Qandahar and Bhakkar. The 
ancestors of Sher Khan were imperial servants. When his father did 
not get on with Shah Beg Khan Kabuli, who had been appointed 
Governor of Qandahar by Emperor Akbar, he in Emperor Jahangir’s 
time went to Iran and entered the service of Shah ‘Abbas Safavl. ShSr 
Khan was brought up in that country. When the Shah came to 
Qandahar in 1031 A.H. (1622 A.D.), and conquered it, Sh£r Khan 
was appointed Governor of Fushanj and of the Afghan tribes. As 
in addition to external greatness and advantages, he was possessed of 
good judgement and keen knowledge, he became the head of his 
hereditary country and exercised supreme authority. From the Iranian 
and Indian travellers he levied whatever toll he chose, and also plun¬ 
dered them whenever he had an opportunity. After the Shah’s death 
he, out of presumption and turbulence, contended with ‘All Mardan 
Khan Zcg, the Governor oE Qandahar, and refused to acknowledge his 
authority. When it was repeatedly reported to Shah Safavl, the ruler 
of Iran, that traffic of caravans and traders was being impeded owing 
to Sh?r Khan’s molestation and oppression, he summoned him. Sh 5 r 
Khan passed sometime by subterfuges and prevarications, but later 
thinking of a way out applied for protection to Emperor Shah Jahan. 
Kashmiri Khan—a Kashmiri Brahman, who had embraced Islam 
during the cime when the Emperor was a prince, and had rendered 
good service during the time of confusion, and had also made a good 
study of the people of Iran, was sent off with a gracious royal patent 
and a dress of honour. Sher Khan making the season of ice and rain 
a pretext detained Kashmiri Khan at Bhakkar till the Shah (of Iran) 
heard of the developments, and sent Sher Khan a second missive full 

1 Pashang in Jarrett’s translation of A''in, II, p. 397; it is Pishin, a town 
north of Quetta and S.S.E. of Qandahar, 
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oi graciousness. In secret, he instructed ‘All Mardan Khan to seek 
an opportunity for destroying ShEr Khan. The latter thought that 
the gentle language of the second communication from the Shah had 
given him what he wanted, and so he sent back Kashmiri Khan with¬ 
out gaining his object. 

When in che 4th year ShEr Khan collected a force of the Afghans 
of che hills, and proceeded to accack Sibi and Ganjaba in Bhakkar, 
‘All Mardan Khan found his opportunity. He made a rapid march 
with 4,000 horse, and in the morning came to the fort of Fushanj. 
He made prisoners of ShEr Khan’s family, and sent them off to Qanda- 
har with much property which Sher Khan had amassed through 
robbery. ‘All Mardan Khan himself remained in Fushanj. On 
receiving this terrible news, ShEr Khan collected the booty and the 
prisoners he had taken at Ganjaba, and made a rapid retreat. On the 
way ‘Ali Mardan Khan gave him battle. Though che Iranian van¬ 
guard gave way, ‘All Mardan {Chan charged the centre. A bullet 
struck him on the heel. He concealed the wound and continued to 


charge. Fie heartened his men, and drove so vigorously that he 
defeated the enemy, and returned to Qandahar safe and laden with 
plunder. ShEr Khan went off to DukI, but in spite of all his efforts 
he did not succeed. Becoming helpless he turned his heart from 
his native country, and sought an alliance with Ahmad Beg who was 
the Deputy of Yamln-ud-Daulah, the Governor of Multan. In the 
5th year, 1041 A.H. (1631-32) he waited upon the Emperor and 
received the rank of 2,000; a fertile hef was assigned to him in the 
Panjab province, and a cash grant of twenty thousand rupees was also 
given 1 . But he was always sad and restless on account of the im¬ 
prisonment of his children, and separation from his family, and used 
to weep day and night though the Shah treated his people with res¬ 
pect. As he was distinguished amongst the hillmen by his appearance, 
manners and understanding, his intimacy (with Emperor Shah Jahan) 


1 The above account is based mainly on BadshShnama, I, pt. i,-pp. 419 
421. On being appointed he was given a rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse. 
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rose higher day by day. He also exerted himself to be loyal and faith¬ 
ful, and accompanied Prince Muhammad Shuja 1 on the expedition to 
Parenda. In the 9th year he rendered distinguished service under 
Saiyid Khan Jahan in the chastisement of che ‘Adil Shahls and the de¬ 
vastation of their territory. But as retribution for his evil deeds had 
not yet been exacted by Fate, Time put him into another trouble. It 
was reported to Shah Safi Safavi that ShEr Khan had been appointed 
to conquer Qandahar, and that he was preparing to undertake this 
task. As he knew the country, and was the head of a tribe, and besides 
the Tarln clan, the clans of the neighbourhood, such as Kakars and the 
PannTs, were in accord with him, the Shah felt anxious lest he might 
succeed. Out of circumspection, he sent him a letter referring to his 
loyalty, and suggesting his returning to serve under him and leaving 
India by any means possible. He sent this letter with a representation 
to Hmpcror Shah Jahan. When the latter became aware of the letter, 
he deprived ShEr Khan of his rank, confiscated his fief, and forbade his 
departure. In the 12th year when the Emperor went to the Panjab, 
ShEr Khan was not allowed to accompany him, but was left under 
surveillance at Agra; he was allowed one thousand rupees a month. 
Though he protested his innocence, and tried to clear himself, he did 
not succeed. For two or three years he remained shut up at Agra, 
and then being attacked by a hectic fever ( madquq ) he died in the 
prime of his life 1 . Alas! The treacherous heavens enable many false 
persons to wear the dress of honesty before high and low, and destroy 
many true-hearted people so that they become a source of joy to their 
enemies. Alas! Alas! If we look back with the eye of discernment, 
we see that some mistakes do occur, for reward and retribution take 
an identical form! 

Hemistich 

We receive what is the reward for our deeds. 

1 According to Badshahnama, II, p. 332, he was restored to his earlier 
rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse in 1052 A.H. He died in the 17th year of 
Shah Jahan’s reign, op. cit., p, 728; this would be in 1054 A.H. (1644 A.D.). 
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SherBya Khan 

SHEROYA KHAN 
(Vol. II, PP . 572-573). 

He was the. son of Sher Afgan son of Quch B?g who was an old 
scrvanc of Humayun. When the Afghans defeated the imperial 
forces, and the time was pressing, the Emperor appointed Quch BSg 
and others to look after Miriam Makanl. He 1 sacrificed his life at 
the door of the female quarters. When Emperor Humayun went to 
Iran, Sher Afgan remained with Mlrza Kamran at Kabul, but when 
Humayun returned, Sher Afgan, as he could not trust Mlrza Kamran, 
came to Humayun, and was appointed 2 Governor of Qilat. Later 
Kahmurd, Duhak and Bamian were made his fief. But when Mlrza 
Kamran became predominant in Kabul, he behaved deceitfully and 
joined him 3 . On the day of the battle with Kamran, he was taken 
prisoner and executed 4 5 . His son Shcroya entered Emperor Akbar’s 
service, and at first as an auxiliary of Mun'im Khan was employed in 
Bengal. In the battle with Daud Afghan, which took place on the 
border of Orissa, he distinguished himself. Later in the 26th year he 
accompanied Prince Sultan Murad to Kabul. Later he was deputed to 
Gujarat with Mlrza Khan Khanan, and in the 30th year he accom¬ 
panied Khan A'zam Koka on the Deccan campaign. In the 32nd year 
he was deputed with Matlab Khan to chastise the Tarlkls, and in the 
39th year he was granted the title of Khan, and appointed Governor of 
Ajmer. He held the rank of i.ooo 3 . 


1 Quch Beg was killed at Chausa, sec Akbarnama, Text, I, p. 159; 
Beveridge’s translation, I. p. 343. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 241; translation, p. 475. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p, 259; translation, p. 502. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, p, 261; translation, p. 506. 

5 For Shcroya f^han’s account see also Blochmann’s translation of A'in, 1 
(2nd cdn.), pp. 505, 506. The grant of the title of f£han to him is recorded 
in Akbarnima, Text, III, p. 650; Beveridge’s translation. III, p, 1000. 
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SHIHAB-UD-DIN AHMAD KHAN 1 2 
(Vol. II, pp. 567-570). 

He was a Saiyid of Nishapur, and was distinguished by the valu¬ 
able services he rendered and the great influence he wielded in the 
state affairs. In the 1st year of Emperor Akbar’s reign he was the 
Governor of Delhi. On 20th Jummada 3 , II, 967 A.H. (18th March, 
1560 A.D.) in the 5th year of the reign of Emperor Akbar he left 
Bairam Khan at Agra for the management of affairs, and himself went 
off for hunting. After he had reached Sikandarabad, Maham Anaga 
taking advantage of the illness of Miryam MakanI—who was in 
Delhi—induced the Emperor to come to Delhi to enquire after her 
health. The Emperor’s mind was disturbed. When Shihab-ud-Dln 
Ahmad Khan—who was the son-in-law 3 and confederate of Maham 
Anaga—came out to meet him, he represented that as this visit of the 
Emperor would be without the approval of the Khan Khanan, its only 
result for the men in attendance would be danger to life and loss of 
honour. They, therefore, prayed that these humble servants might 
be permitted to go to the holy places (Mecca) and pray (for the 
Emperor). The Emperor sent a messenger to the Khan Khanan to 
say that he had gone to Delhi of his own accord, no other person had 
anything to do with it and that the Khan Khanan should send the 
people (the supposed instigators) a letter of assurance. When the 

1 See also Blochmann's translation of /Tin, I (2ml edn.), pp. 352, 353 for 
an account of his life. There it is also noted that during his period of governor¬ 
ship of Delhi he repaired the old canal of Fiuz Shah and called it Nahr-i- 
Sbihdb, for a detailed history see Athar-us-Sanadid , pt. iii, pp. 3, 4 (Lucknow 
cdn. 1900). 

2 AkbarnSma, Text, II. p. 94. Beveridge’s translation, II, p. r 4 1; see also 
V. Smith, Akbar The Great Mogul, pp. 44, 450 (2nd edn. 1919). 

3 See Tarikh-Firishta, I, p. 248 (Newal Kishore edn. 1874), and Tabaqdt- 
i-Akbari, Text, II, pp. 145, ^46 (De’s edition) and De’s translation, II, pp. 237, 
238 and footnotes 2, 3 in which the translator directs attention to the variation 
in these accounts from the narrative in Akbarnama , Text, II, pp. 94-97, 
Beveridge’s translation, II, pp, 141-146. 
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conspirators found the opportunity of speaking to the Emperor, and 
the field became clear for Maham Anaga and Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad 
Khan, they made open declarations to all that the Emperor had be¬ 
come alienated from Bairam Khan, 

Verse' 

Whenever rivals arc regarded with favour, 

We will speak to him, for words then have weight. 

Bairam Khan was bewildered at receiving the Emperor’s message, 
and sent Hajl Muhammad Khan STstanf and Khwaja Jahan to tender 
his apologies. By that time, however, things had gone so far that 
no one listened to their excuses. The Chaghtai officers had been 
waiting for such a day and from all sides they flocked around the 
Emperor. Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad Khan was placed in-charge of 
administrative and financial affairs subject to the control of Maham 
Anaga; and for somedays he carried on the work of the administra¬ 
tion. 

In the 12th year® when the Emperor went to Chittor, Shihab-ud- 
Dln Ahmad Khan was sent from the fort of Gagrun to govern Malwa, 
and to chastise the rebellious Mlrzas who had laid hold of that terri¬ 
tory. These ungrateful persons losing heart without fighting retired 
to Gujarat. In the 13th year he was summoned to the Court, and 
as Muzaffar Khan, the Chief Dlwan, could not, owing to the 
multifarious nature of the administrative and financial affairs, look 
after the K balsa property, the latter was assigned to Shihab-ud-Dln 
Ahmad Khan. He as a result of a careful study and experience fixed 


1 The verse is quoted in Firishta op. at., and in Maathir, Text, I, p. 377 
(in Bairam f^han’s biography); see also Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 373 and 
footnote. The word here is badinsdn in place of badishan. I have translated 
the verse differently from Beveridge. 

2 In Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 271, translation, II, p, 403 this is recorded in 
the nth year; but apparently the author of Maathir has based his account on 
Tabaqat, Text, II, p, 215 , De’s translation, II, p. 342. 
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a suitable ratf and made a proper settlement 1 . In the 21st year he 
was promoted to the rank of 5,000, and appointed Commander-in- 
Chicf (Sipah salar) of Malwa 2 . In the 22nd year when it was found 
that Wazlr Khan had mismanaged the affairs of Gujarat, the governor¬ 
ship 3 of that province was transferred to his charge. In the 28th 
year when 1 ‘timad Khan reached Gujarat to relieve him, Shihab-ud- 
Dln Ahmad Khan started from Ahmadabad to return to the Court. 
His disloyal servants created a disturbance, and inviting Sultan 
Muzaffar—who was living under the protection of the Kaithlas—'made 
him the head and leader of the rebellion. Shihab-ud-Dln Ahmad 
Khan exerted himself to put down the disturbance, and marched 
against them. Before any battle took place, the remainder of his 
servants deserted and joined the enemy, and in the resulting confusion 
one of his servants wounded him. Some of his faithful followers, 
however, put him on a horse and carried him to Pattan from that 
disturbed area 4 5 . He was disgracefully defeated, and the honour of 
the people was ruined. The enemy took possession of the entire coun¬ 
try, and he was about to run away from Pattan and go to Jalaur. 
Men, however, collected and at the recommendation of 1‘timad Khan 
an army was sent against ShSr Khan FuladI—who was the cause of 

disturbance in that area—and he was defeated. Meanwhile ‘Abdur 

Rahim Mlrza Khan arrived from the Court, and drove off Sultan 
Muzaffar. He made the assignment of Sarkar Broach to Shihab-ud- 
Dln Ahmad Khan, and appointed him to assist Qullj Khan, who had 
been deputed with the Malwa army to retake the fort of Broach from 
the officers of Sultan Muzaffar. In the 29th year be got them into 
his power, and set abouc settling the country. In the 34th y ear 
was reappointed 4 Governor of Malwa in place of A‘zam Khan Khoka. 

1 Akbarnama , Text, II, p. 333, translation, II, p. 488. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, III, p. 170. Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 242. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, III, p. 217, translation. III, p. 306. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, III, pp. 409-412, translation, III, pp. 607-611. 

5 Op. cit., Text, III, pp. 57J, 572, translation. III, p. 865. Some of his 
appointments during the intervening period arc not mentioned in Maithtr. 
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There he died in 999 A.H (1591 A.D.). He was unique of the age 
for developing agriculture and cherishing the peasantry 1 2 . His wife 
was Baba Agha, who was related to Miryam Makani. Having lived 
nobly she died’ in the 42nd year 1005 A.H. (1596-97 A.D.). 


SHIR KHWAJA 

(Vol. II, pp. 648-650). 

He was one of the Saiyids of Itawa (Etawah). On his mother’s 
side he was a Naqshbandl 3 , and had the name of Badshah Khwaja. 
As a reward for his brave 4 deeds Emperor Akbar gave him the name 
of Shir Khwaja. In the 30th year he was deputed with Sa'Id Khan 
Chaghta for the uprooting of the Ytisufzais 5 6 . Later he was sent with 
Prince Sultan Murad to the Deccan campaign. In the 40th year he was 
sent 8 with some other afficers towards Pattan by the prinae and rendered 
good service in the battle with Ikhlas Khan. In the 41st year when 
the imperial armies fought a battle with the Dcccanls, and in which 
Raja ‘All Khan, the ruler of Khand^sh was killed, he commanded the 

flank of the right wing, and performed great deeds 7 . Later with 
Shaikh Abul Fadi he rendered good and valuable services in the 

Deccan. In the battle which took place near Bir, he attacked the 

enemy and defeated them, and himself being wounded retired to the 

1 Op. cit., Text, III, p. 594, translation, III, p. 885. 

2 Op. cit., Text, III, p. 716, translation, III, p. 1066, and note 2 where it 

is suggested that her correct name probably was Maina Agha. 

3 According to Blochmann "Naqshband was the epithet of the renowned 
Saint Khwaja Baha-ud-Din of Bukhara," translation of A’in, I (and cdn.), p. 
466, note 2 also see Jarrctt’s translation of A'in., Ill, pp. 338-360. 

4 Apparently the reference is to his good work in the Campaign against 
Mirza Hakim in the Panjab, see Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 346; Beveridge’s 
translation. III, p, 5 ° 8 . 

5 Akbarnamd, Text, III, p. 476; translation, III, p. 718. 

6 Op. cit,,. Text, III, p. 700; translation. III, p, 1047. 

7 Op, cit., Text, pp. 718, 719; translation, p. 1070. 
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village of Bir. When the Deccanls came in great force and besieged 
the town, he and his men, for want of food, were in a difficult situ¬ 
ation; for a time they subsisted on horse flesh. As owing to the 
river Godavari being in flood there was no hope of a relieving army 
reaching the area, he determined to sally forth and be killed. Mean¬ 
while Shaikh Abul Fadl hearing of it, arrived with a large force. The 
besiegers gave up the siege and withdrew. After an interview the 
Shaikh wanted to leave his son ‘Abdur Rahman in the thdna of Bir, 
but the Kh waja did not agree, and himself remained in charge 1 * . In 
the 46th year, he was honoured with the grant of a flag and a drum 3 . 
After the death of Emperor Akbar he was sent a dress of honour by 
Emperor Jahangir. The date of his coming to the Presence is not 
known. In the disturbance on the bank of the Jhclum river when 
Mahabat Khan behaved with great presumption, he was in attendance 
on Emperor Jahangir. After the death of the said Emperor he took 
part with Asaf Jah in the battle with Shahariyar. In the 1 st year of 
the reign of Emperor Shall Jahan he waited on him, and his rank of 
4,000 with 1,000 horse was confirmed. He was granted the title of 
Khwaja Baqi Khan, and on being appointed Governor of Tatta (Sind) 
was allowed to depart to that province 4 * . He, however, died on the 
way® in the year 1037 A.H. (1628 A.D.). His son Khwaja 
Hashim attained the rank of 500 with 100 horse. 

SHUJA'AT KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 557-560). 

His alias was Muqlm Khan ‘Arab. He was the sister’s son and 
son-in-law of Tardl BEg Khan 6 . Through Emperor Humayun’s favour 
he was granted the title of Muqlm Khan, and became a man of posi- 

1 Op. dr., Text. pp. 759-761; translation, pp. 1135-1138. 

o Op. cit., Text, p. 786; translation, p, 1177. 

3 Badsbahnama , I, pt. i, p. 73. 

4 Op. cit., p. 181. 

6 Maalhir-nl-Umar 3 , Text, I, pp. 466-471. 


5 Op. cit., p. 200. 
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tion. During the times of confusion, he joined Mlrza ‘Askarl, and 
when Humayun returned from Iran, he was shut up with the Murza 
in the Qandahar lore, and was responsible for defending and guarding 
the fort. When the Mlrza obtained quarter and came out of the fort, 
many of the faithless officers were brought before Humayun with their 
swords and quivers thrown round their necks. Out of the Muqlm 
Khan and Shah Sistan had fetters put on their feet and boards round 
their necks, and for sometime they were kept in confinement 1 2 . 
When Humayun started to conquer India, Muqlm Khan was left at 
Kabul with Mun'im Khan. When during Emperor Akbar’s reign, 
after the downfall of Bairatn Khan, Mun'im Khan was summoned to 
the Presence, Muqlm Khan also accompanied him 1 to India, and was 
favoured by the grant ol an increase in his rank. In the qth year 
during the Malwa campaign, when ‘Abdullah Khan Ozbeg, the Gover¬ 
nor of Mandu became insubordinate and wished to create a distur¬ 
bance, he rendered good service, and was rewarded with the title of 
Shuja'at 3 Khan. In the beginning of the 15th year he invited the 
Emperor to a banquet 4 . Emperor Akbar accepted the invitation and 
spent a day and night in enjoyment at his house. He arranged a 
pleasant feast, and gave a successful entertainment. In the 18th year, 
when Ahmadabad was glorified by Emperor Akbar’s nine days’ expe¬ 
dition, Shuja'at Khan at the royal feast made some satirical remarks 
about Mun'im Khan Khan Khanan. the Commander-in-Chief, who 
had been deputed for the settlement of the Eastern Provinces. Emper¬ 
or Akbar in view of the dual offence, firstly that ht did not respect 
the Presence, and secondly that he had neglected the rules ( Torah-i - 
Saltanat ) by behaving improperly towards the Commander-in-Chief, 
rebuked him—which noble minds regard as more wounding than a 
sword blow—and sent him to Khan Khanan so that he might deal 

1 Akbarnama, Text, I, p. 236; Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 467. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 1141 Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 174. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 229; translation, pp. 350, 351. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 352; translation, p. 5 * 3 - 
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with him as he might think right; either pardon or punish him 1 2 . 
Khan Khanan offered his thanks for this gracious act, and treated 
Shuja'at Khan with honour and regard, and requested that he might be 
pardoned. This request was granted, and Shuja'at Khan was sent* 
for. In the 22nd year, he was raised to the rank of 3,000, and 
appointed Governor and Commander-in-Chicf of Malwa. In the 25th 
year, 988 A.H. (1580 A.D.) when some wicked officers in Bengal 
and Bihar created a commotion, he, in compliance of royal summons 
proceeded one stage from Sarangpur. ‘Iwad Beg Barlas with a number 
of his retainers was annoyed at his severity and his ungracious con¬ 
duct, in that he without cause withheld the pay of the soldiers, and 
when reprimanding used abusive language—and disregarding loyalty 
and faithfulness lay in wait with evil intentions. At the time of 
marching, when most men had left with the leader’s family and 
goods, and others were hurrying for the march, one Hajt Shihab was 
made their leader, and a tumult was started. Qawlm Khan, his son, 
was killed while he was enquiring into the matter, and Shuja'at Khan 
coming out of the tent began to investigate. When he saw that he 
himself was the target, he hurriedly tried to retreat into the tent. At 
this moment a number of the ingrates inflicted several wounds on 
him. A little life remained in him, and so his faithful followers 
placed him in a haudah and took him to Sarangpur. They used such 
tact and adroitness in journeying to the place that many thought he 
was alive, and several on this account accompanied him. In a short 
time they reached the fort, and after reaching the fort in that city 
gave out that he had been saved, and so beat the drum of rejoicing. 
By this clever manoeuvre the dust of turbulence which had risen high, 
was laid low, and all the evil minded retired. Strange to say, many 
thinking the business finished had gone off quickly. When they 
heard that he was alive, they took courage and applied themselves to the 

1 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 63, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 89. 

The words in Akbarnama ar e ^j) l } y in place of lj y . 

2 Op. cit.. Text, p. 85; translation, p. izo, 
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protection of his family and goods, and conveyed them to a place of 
safety from that dangerous spot. The Emperor in consideration of 
the long service of the deceased begged forgiveness of his sins from 
Heaven, and had the evil-doers arrested 1 2 3 * . They received various 
punishments, and became a warning for mortals. His second son 
was Mucpm Khan whose account 5 is recorded in the notice of the 
Tarbiyat Khan ‘Abdur Rahim. 

SHUJA'AT KHAN BAHADUR 
(Vol. II, pp. 708-711). 

His name was Muhammad Shah, and he was one of the Faruql 
Shaikhzadas. His lineage could be traced to Shaikh Farid-ud-Dln 
Shakarganj'h His home was at Jaunpur in the Allahabad province. 
His grandfather’s name was Ghulam Muhammad Khan, who during 
the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan was appointed to a rank, granted 
the title of Khan, and served as the Faujdar of Hajipiir in the pro¬ 
vince of Bihar. In the battle against Shuja‘, he was killed in atten¬ 
dance on Emperor Aurangzib. His father Shaikh ‘Abdul Karim 
Khan was granted a mansab, and first was Faujdar of Mathura and 
later of Gwalior. After that he was Faujdar of Karra Manikpur in 
Allahabad, and was killed in a battle with the Rajput of that area. 
During the time while the Emperor was residing at Galgolda in the 
Deccan, Muhammad Shah, was honoured by appointment to the rank 
of 400, the post of the Bakhsht and Superintendent,of the Court of 
the port of Surat and a fief in that territory. He was at one time 
Faujddr of Niyapura, Datia, in the Sarkdr of Surat, and for a time 
Ta'luqddr of Bairamgaon, and also for a time Faujddr of Surat, 

1 The account is taken almost verbatim from Akbarnama, of. cit., Text, 
p. 313; translation, pp. 458,459- 

2 MaSthir-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 483, 484. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 359; Beveridge’s tanslation, II, pp. 520-522; 

Jarrctt's translation of Ain, III, pp. 363,364. 



854 Shuja'at Khan Bahadur [ Maathir - 

Gujarat. His rank was raised to 700, and was given the title of 
Shah ‘All Khan. In the time of Jahandar Shah, he was deprived of 
his rank and fief owing to his having joined Muhammad Farruldi 
Siyar. In the 1 st year of Emperor Muhammad Farrukh Siyar his 
rank was restored, and he was appointed Faujdar of Mandesur, Malwa. 
In the and year of Emperor Muhammad Shah, when Nizam-ul-Mulk 
Asaf Jah started from Malwa for the Dcccan, he showed him favour, 
and took him and his younger brother Nur Ullah with him. He was 
appointed Superintendent of the Artillery and his brother Superinten¬ 
dent of the Artificers ( Ahshdm ). He distinguished himself in the 
battles with Saiyids Dilawar ‘All Khan and ‘Alam ‘All Khan. In the 
last battle, when the position became critical, he dismounted like the 
devoted heroes, and fought with determination. Shaikh Nur Ullah 
was killed in that battle, and Shaikh Muhammad Shah was wounded 1 2 , 
and disabled. After this he received the rank of 3,000 with 2,000 
horse, the gifts of a flag and drums, and the title of Shuja'at Khan. 
He obtained Pargana Blr, and some villages of Fathabad Dhiirwar in 
the province of Aurangabad, the Haveli of Pathrl in Berar, and the 
Sarkar Bljagarh Kharkun in Khandesh. When Bir and other estates 
were included in the fief of Raja SultanjT, Shuja'at Khan was given a 
fief in Balapur and other estates in Berar. Gradually he rose to the 
rank of a mansabddr of 5,000, and had the title of Bahadur. After 
the death of ‘Add-ud-Daulah in 1143 A.H. (1730-31 A.D.) he was 
appointed Deputy Governor of Berar. He was skilled in the affairs 
of collections. The mukasadars of the Marathas were afraid of him, 
but when he imprisoned his Divan, the latter stirred them up against 
him. RaghujI Bhonsle collected a force and marched to Elichpur. 

It is said that Shuja'at Khan always kept the Divan of Hafiz be¬ 
fore him, and used to take omens from it in emergencies. This time 
the fdl* was: 


1 Yusuf Husain Khan, Nizamu’l-Mulk Asaf Jah, 1 , pp. 130,132, 

2 Omen. 



ul-U mard ] 


Shuja'ac Khan Bahadur Bhakkarl 855 

Hemistich 

O pigeon be alert, for the hawk has come. 

He resolved to leave the city and march against the enemy so the 

meaning of the line might apply to him. The battle took place some 
four kos from the city, and he was wounded after a stiff fight, and 
taken prisoner. Of these wounds, he died in 1150 A.H. (1737-38 
A.D.). He used to spend a great deal on food. Every day he would 
send dishes to each set of Jam'addrs. In addition, he had arranged for 
the supply of food for both main meals, in accordance with the 
customary dietary of the men of the cast, that is of the country cast 
of Shahjahanabad, to some two hundred of his compatriots who were 
with him. His sons were Ghulam Muhiyy-ud-Dln Shuja'at Khan— 
who is known as Sarwar Jang—Ashraf Khan, A'zam Khan and 
Mu'azzam Khan. They had a small Jdgir in Pargana Blr, and were 
in service. 

(SAIYID) SHUJA‘AT KHAN BAHADUR BHAKKARI 
(Vol. II, pp. 460, 461). 

He was the son of Saiyid Lutf ‘All of Bhakkar, who in the 8th 
year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign, was the Faujdar 1 2 of the Miyan 
Duab, and in the 16th year of the reign was appointed Governor* of 
Kangra. In the 27th year, on the score of age he was excused from 
service, and was granted four lacs of dams from the Pargana of 
Earidabad. Afterwards Saiyid Shuja'at was given the rank of 1,000 
with 500 horse, and when the kingdom was adorned by Aurangzlb 
ascending the throne, he took up service under him. He was in 
attendance on the royal stirrups in the battle against Muhammad 
Shuja', and the second battle with Dara Shikoh. In the 2nd year of 
the reign, he was exalted by the title of Shuja'at Khan. Later his 

1 His transfer from the post of the Fatijdar in the 8th year is recorded in 
Badshahnama, I, pt. ii, p. 101. 

2 Badshahnama, II, p, 335. 
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ambitions were fulfilled by his appointment as the Qil'adar of Chanda 
in succession to Khwwas Khan 1 . It has not been possible to trace his 
later history. 

(SA 1 YID) SHUJA'AT KHAN BARAH 
(Vol. II. pp. 423-427). 

His name was Saiyid Ja‘far, and he was the son of Saiyid Jahangir, 
son of Saiyid Mahmud Khan 2 Barah, the leader of the Saiyids of 
Barah in Emperor Akbar’s time. He was acknowledged as one of the 
great nobles. Saiyid Ja'far entered the service of the heir-apparent 
Shah Jahan, and through his courage and valour gained a close position 
of association and trust. But in the battle on the Tons near Benares, 
when the heir-apparent was signally defeated by Sultan Parviz and 
Mahabat Khan, and he retired towards Bengal, and as it was so 
decreed that the prince should under the shadow of this mortification 
pass some time in the wilderness of disappointment, many of his 
followers losing courage would not exert themselves. Saiyid Ja'far, 
who commanded the advance guard of the centre, fled without 
fighting. When the prince proceeded from Nasik to Tatta, and it 
was rumoured that he, at the instance of Shah ‘Abbas Safavi, proposed 
to go to Iran, some of his followers left him. Among those, Saiyid 
Ja'far asked for leave to go home, and withdrew from service and 
the boon of companionship. After reaching his home, he was 
summoned to the Presence by Emperor Jahangir, and given the rank 
of 1,000. Shah Jahan, however, who did not proceed to Iran, was 
greatly displeased with the Saiyid. After his accession he did not 
show any graciousness to him, and so returning home he went into 
retirement. In the 5th year, the Emperor out of regard for his 
earlier service and passing over his offences, appointed him to the 

1 This is apparently incorrect, as it was Shuja' f£han and not Shuja'at 
Khan Bahadur who was appointed Qil’adar of Chanda in the 2nd year in 
succession to Khwwas Khan, see ‘Alamgirnama, p. 418. 

2 Maatfar-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 375-377; translation antea, pp. 35-38. 
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rank of 4,000 foot with 2,000 horse, and gave him the title 1 of 
Shuja'at Khan. In the 6th year, he was ordered to accompany 
Prince Muhammad Shuja* to the siege of Parenda. When that 
campaign dragged on, and due to the haughtiness of the Commandcr- 
in.Chicf, Mahabat Khan leading officers, such as Khsm Dauriin Baha¬ 
dur and Saiyid Khan Jahan, did not apply themselves to work and did 
not wish the affair to end; the approach of rains rendered inevitable 
many inflictions. The taking of the fort was bound to be a long 
business and all the officers counselled the prince to retire. It was 
decided that a council of war should be held, but on account of the 
crabbedness and foul-mouthed nature of Mahabat Khan, no one dared 
to take the lead. Shuja'at Khan took the initiative, and in the 
presence of the prince said to the Commandcr-in-Chief, “If you talk 
foolishly, you will be killed. The fact of the matter is that this year 
this expedition cannot be terminated. In spending the rainy season 
in this neighbourhood, the imperial army will have to face famine and 
scarcity. Wc can give it to you in writing. If you will put down 
in writing the date of finishing this business (i.e. the date of taking 
the fort), we will stand by you till it comes even to subsisting on 
carrion.” Though Mahabat Khan wished to demonstrate the advan¬ 
tages of staying on, the prince ordered that the drums of retreat be 
beaten. Mahabat Khan lost his self-control, and said to the prince, 
“This victory was in your Highness’s name (was certain). At the words 
of these men you are throwing away the winning card for no reason.” 
From what is recorded in the Bddsbdhndma and its abridgment, it is 
evident that the Commander-in-Chief in the Parenda campaign had 
made such arrangements about supplies of the grain that there could 
not be any distress in the army on that account, but thete was no wood 
or forage within twenty kos. The rains came on, and so Mahabat Khaii 
himself did not think it advisable to stay, and retreat was decided upon 3 . 


1 Badsbahnama, I, pt. i, pp. 439 , 44 ", where an account of Saiyid Ja'far 
is given 

2 For the Parenda campaign see Badsb 2 hn 3 ma, I, pt. ii, pp. 3 3 * 46 ; j^liafi 
108 
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As the prince had been ordered not to go contrary to the advice 
of the Khan Khanan, he came after six months with Khan Khanan to 
Burhanpur in the end of Shawwal of the 7th year. Emperor Shah Jahan 
censured Mahabat Khan because he had brought back the prince 
without taking the fort, and because it was owing to his disagreement 
with his comrades that the expedition had not succeeded. In the 
10th year Shuja'at Khan was appointed Governor of Allahabad. As 
that province is turbulent and requires a force to manage it, 2,000 
horse were added to his rank, and 2,500 of his horse were made 
2-horse, 3-horsc; it was hoped that with this force the affairs of that 
province would be properly attended to. In the 16th year, Parganas 
Irij, Blunder, etc. were taken from ‘Abdullah Khan Flruz Jang, who 
had been appointed Governor of Allahabad, and given in fief to 
Shuja'at Khan 1 . He laboured hard to settle the province, and to 
chastise the Bunddas. In Pargana Irlj he fell ill through excessive 
dtinking and died in 1052 3 A.H. (1642 A.D.). It is stated that 
Shuja'at Khan was an eloquent speaker, and of a noble nature. He 
also was well versed in sciences. In his manners and movements he 
imitated princes. He was most liberal. Though Emperor Shah 
Jahan was very gracious to him, he never gave up the exclusiveness 
and hauteur of a Saiyid. He used to speak freely and boldly. Conse¬ 
quently Emperor Shah Jahan took a dislike to him, and always favour¬ 
ed Saiyid Khan Jahan. This proved too much for Shuja'at Kh an, 
and so he was always abusing Khan Jahan. One day, the Emperor 
asked him, “Where does your lineage meet that of Saiyid Khan 
Jahan?” He replied, “Just as Dhauri Khal of Agra meets the 
Jumna.” His son was Saiyid Muzaffar’ 1 , who by the 30th year of 

[£han, I, pp, 495-500. From these accounts it appears that Mahabat Khan even¬ 
tually decided upon the retreat, but this was on account of the treachery of his 
followers, see also Maaibir-ulAJmarS, Text. Ill, p, 500. Also see Banarsi Prasad 
Saksena, History of Sbabjahan, pp. 160-162. 

1 Badshahnima , II, p. 307. 2 Op. cit., p. 319. 

3 In the 5th year he was given the rank of 1,000 with 500 horse, op. cit, 
p. 431. 
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Shah Jahan’s reign had reached the rank of 1,500 with 800 horse, 
and received the title of Himmat Khan. His second son Saiyid 
Najabat had the rank of 1,000 with 500 horse. 

SHUJA'AT KHAN MUHAMMAD BEG TURKAMAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 706-708). 

He was one of the auxiliaries employed in the Gujarat Saba. As 
he worked for harmony with Sultan Murad Bakhsh, when the latter 
was the Governor of that province, he gained influence through his 
personal acquaintance with the prince. That prince following a hint 
from his brother, Sultan Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur, left that 
province, and moving over to Malwa joined his brother. After the 
battle with Maharaja Jasvant Singh and the first engagement with 
Dara Shikoh, when Prince Murad through the subtleties of the 
changing fortune was imprisoned, Muhammad Beg hastened to the 
province of his appointment. In the 2nd year of Emperor Aurangzib’s 
reign when Dara Shikoh after reaching Gujarat collected a force, he 
granted Muhammad B£g the title 1 of Qizilbash Khan and took him 
with him. After Dara. Shikoh’s flight he took up service under Emperor 
Aurangzlb, and received a dress cf honour, and was appointed as 
before 2 to the Ahmadabad Saba. He lived there a long time. As 
the Emperor was impressed with his zeal, he was in time granted the 
title of Kartalab Khan, and appointed Superintendent of the port of 
Surat, In the 26th year, he was removed from this post, and 
appointed Faujdar of Ahmadabad. 3 * After that he was promoted to 
the post of Governor of Ahmadabad and granted the title of Shuja'at 
Khan. In the 40th year he had risen' 1 to the rank of 4.000 with 
4,000 horse, and in the 45th year 5 corresponding to 1212 A.H. 

1 *Alamgirnama , p. 326, 

2 Op. cit., p. 343. 

3 Maitbir-i-'Alamgm , p. 247. 4 Op. cit., p. 383. 

5 On the 20th of Muharram or 25th July, 1700. The account of his 

character in the Maatbir is taken from the same source, p. q 4 1 • 
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(tyoo A.D.) he died. He was possessed of many excellent qualities. 
He was also fortunate, and through his good fortune 
rose from a low to a high rank. The Emperor was so well 
impressed by his honesty, straightforwardness, military talent and 
administrative ability, that he never suffered any reverse. As he 
had no son, he adopted a farmer’s son as his own. Out of regard for 
his father he received a high rank and the title of Nazar ‘All Khan. 
After his father’s death, he fought a badly arranged battle with the 
Marathas. In this he was defeated and lost all his possessions. 
Shuja'at Khan’s daughter was married to Ma'su m B?g son of Kazim 
Bgg, who in the time of Haidar Quli Khan was the Deputy Governor 
of Ahmadabad, and received the title of Shuja'at Khan. His (Ma'sum 
Bgg’s) second brother was Rustam ‘All, who was appointed Superin¬ 
tendent of the port of Surat. His third brother had the title of 
Ibrahim Quli Khan. All three of them were killed during the Gover¬ 
norship of Mu‘izz-ud-Daulah Hamid Khan Bahadur. 

SHUJA'AT KHAN RA'ADANDAZ BEG 
(Vol. II, pp. 679 681). 

He was an officer during the reign of Emperor Aurangzib. In the 
beginning of the reign, he was appointed to a suitable rank, and 
honoured with the grant of the title of Khan, and during the 1st year, 
when the Emperor wanted to fight against Sultan Shuja 1 , he was 
appointed 1 as the Qil'addr of the Agra fort in succession to Dhulfiqar 
Khan. After sometime he was removed, and in the second battle 
against Dara Shikoh, he was attached to the skirmishing forces. 
Later, he was appointed Bakbshi of the Ahadis 3 . In the 3rd year, 
he was removed from that office, and went off with Kanwar Ram 
Singh for destroying the fort of the Zamtnddr of Srinagar (Garhwal). 
In the 4th year, he was gratified by being appointed 3 as Faujdar of 


1 *AlamgtrnSma , p, 234. 

a Op, cit., p. 336. 


3 Op. cit., p. 625. 
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the Duab in succession to ‘Aqil Khan. In the 6th year he was the 
Fanjdar of the Agra district in place of Himmat Khan, and in the 
7th year, on the death of I'cibar Khan, he was appointed Qil'adir 1 of 
the Capital, and his rank was raised to 2,000 foot with 1,500 horse. 
In the 9th year, he was made Master of the Horse and Mir Ttizuk 
in place of Multafat Mian. In the 10th year, he was appointed 
Superintendent of the Artillery in the room of Fidai Khan. In the 
12th year he was sent after the grant of a horse with golden trappings 
to root out the rebels in the neighbourhood of the capital. In the 
13th year he was ordered to accompany Fidai Khan. In the 15th 
year, when the outbreak of the Satnamis in the neighbourhood of 
Mewat was reported, he was sent 2 * with a good force and essential 
equipment to put them down. 

The Satnamis were men who had gathered together from among 
the lower classes and from the craftsmen. In the year in question, they 
created a disturbance in the neighbourhood of Narnaul, and plundered 
the towns and Parganas. It is stated that they believed themselves to 
be immortal. After the arrival of Ra'adandaz Mian in that district 
they began to fight; following a hard fighting many were killed, 
while those who took to flight were slain in pursuit. The Khan after 
his return to Court received approbation and the tittle of Shuja'at 
Khan, and his rank was increased to 3,500 with 2,000 horse. ;l In 
the 16th year, his rank became 4,000 with 2,500 horse, and he was 
presented a dress of honour, a turban ornament of jade, and an 
Arabian horse with golden trappings. He was also deputed to 
Kabul to put down the turbulent Afghans 4 . In the 17th year, when 
he got his army ready for crossing the river by a ferry, and designed 
to proceed by the Kharya Pass, the Afghans, who were lying in 

1 Mj 3 tbir-i-‘Alamgiri, p. 50. 2 Of. cit., p. 115. 

3 The account o£ the Satnamis is taken from Maatbir-i-'Alamgiri, pp. 114- 

1x6. The grant of the title of Shuja'at Khan and promotion in the rank of 
Ra'adandaz Khan is recorded on p. 116. 

4 Of. cit., p. 129. 
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ambush, blocked his path. Though a severe engagement took place, 
and great efforts were made, he in the year 1084 A. H. 
(1674 A.D.) presented his life (was killed) in the service 1 of his 
master. 


SHUJA'AT KHAN SALAM ULLAH ‘ARAB 
(Vol. II, pp, 641, 64a). 

He was the brother's son of Mubarak ‘Arab. In the 4th year of 
Emperor Jahangir’s reign, he was appointed to the rank of 400 with 
200 horse 2 , and deputed to the Deccan 3 under Khan Jahan Lodi. In 
the 10th year, through promotion his rank was advanced to 500 with 
200 horse 4 , and in the 1 ith year, he was given the title 5 6 of Shuja'at 
Khan. He had a Jagtr^ in Gujarat, and lived there till he died. 
Rahman Ullah, his son, obtained during the time of Emperor Shah 
Jahan the rank of 700 with 400 horse, and in the third year he 
bravely sacrificed 7 his life in the battle against Khan Jahan Lodi. 

SHUJA'AT KHAN SHADI BEG 
(Vol. II, pp. 662-664). 

He was the son of Janish Bahadur, whose account 8 has been 
included in its proper place. He, in the 7th year of Emperor Shah 

1 Op. cit., p. 13 1. The name of the pass is given as Khunpa in this work. 

2 Tdznk-i-Jah 3 ngiri (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation), I, p. 158 and not 3. 

3 Op. cit., p. 162. 

4 There is some confusion here, for according to the Tiiznk, op. cit., p. 
285 he was given an increase of 200 horse, which resulted in his rank becoming 
1,500 personal, and 1,000 horse. Not long afterwards his rank was increased to 
2,000 personal, and 1,100 horse, p, 297. 

5 Op. cit., p. 320; note 1, where it is stated that he joined the Halqa-ba- 
goshan by boring his ears in imitation of Jahangir. 

6 In the 12th year, op. cit., p, 397. 7 Badshahnama, I, pt. i, p. 305, 

.8 Madthir-ul-Umard, Text,I, pp. 511,512, Beveridge & Prashad’s translation, 

!, pp. 748,749. 
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Jahan’s reign was raised to the rank 1 of 1,000 with 800 horse, and 
received the title 3 of Shad! Khan. In the iath year he was given a 
dress of honour, a turban ornament, a decorated dagger, a sword with 
ornamented golden scabbard, and a horse with silver saddle, and was 
sent off to Balkh with the reply to Nadhr Muhammad Khan’s letter 
and presents to the value of a lakh of rupees 3 . In the 14th year he 
returned, and waited on the Hmperor when he returned from Kashmir 
to Lahore, and presented twenty seven 4 horses. The Hmperor treated 
him with favour, and raised his rank to 1,500 with 1,200 horse, and 
appointed him to Bhakkar in succession to Shah Quli Khan; he was 
also given a horse 3 . Later when the news of the death of Ghairat 
Khan, the Governor of Tatta was received, he received a dress of 
honour, a sword and an increase of 5 00 foot with 500 horse, and was 
appointed Governor of that province* (Sind). In the 15th year, the 
number of his horse was increased by 300, and thereby his personal 
rank and the number of his horse was equalized. In the 19th year, 
he accompanied Prince Murad Bakhsh on his expedition to take Balkh, 
and Badakhshan, and when the prince took a dislike to the country 
and returned, and Jumlat-ul-Mulk Sa‘d Ullah Khan was deputed for 
arrangement of the affairs of the territory, Shuja'at'Khan was appointed 
to govern Maimna 7 . In the 21st year he was favoured with the 
grant of a dress of honour, and a horse with a golden saddle, and 
appointed Governor of Kabul in succession to Siv Ram Gaur. It was 
also ordered that till his arrival there, Multafat Khan should act as 
his representative 8 . In the 22nd year, he went to Qandahar in atten¬ 
dance on Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur, and had the com¬ 
mand of the scouts. On arrival there, he was sent with Qullj Khan 
to take Bust, and received the rank of 2,500 foot with 2,000 horse. 
In the battle with the Qizilbashs, which was fought by Rustam 

1 Badshahnama, I, pt. ii, p. 13. 2 Op. tit., p, 60. 

3 See Badshahnama, II, p. 157, but his name there is Shad Khan. 

4 Op. tit., p. 214. 5 Op. tit., p. 220, 

6 Op. tit., p. 225. 7 Op. tit,, p. 664. 

8 'Amal Salih, III, p, 3. 
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Khan and Qulij Khan, he stood firm, and his son Muhammad 
Sa‘ld was slain. In the 23rd year his rank was raised to 3,000 
foot with 2,500 horse, and he was honoured by the grant of a flag 
and drum 1 . In the 25th year he went to Qandahar a second time 
with the said prince. During the time when the royal cortege arrived 
at Kabul, he was the Governor there, and paid his respects. He was 
granted a dress of honour, a turban ornament, a horse with golden 
saddle, and an elephant, and on promotion to the rank of 3,500 foot 
with 3,000 horse was granted the title 2 of Shuja'at Khan. In the 
26th year he went 3 with Prince Dara Shikoh for the conquest of the 
Qandahar fort, and from there he went with Rustum Khan Bahadur 
to Bust. Nothing is known of his later history. 

SHUJA'AT KHAN SHAIKH KABIR 
(Vol. II, pp. 630-633). 

He was known as Rustum Zaman Chishti Faruql. He was an 
inhabitant of Mau, and was related to Islam Khin Chishti. He was 
one of the high officers of Emperor Akbar. He received promotion'* 
in the reign of Emperor Jahangir, and when Khan Jahan Lodi was 
appointed with a large force to lead an expedition to the Deccan, he, 
because of the confidence he had in Shuja'at Khan, and though the 
vanguard of the royal army was always reserved for the Saiyids of 
Barah, placed him in the van of the entire force. The Saiyids pro¬ 
tested that this position was theirs by inheritance, but Khan Jahan did 
not yield. After this Shuja'at Khan was posted to Bengal 1 ’. In the 
6th year, Islam Khan, the Governor of that province, appointed many 
distinguished officers under the leadership of Shuja'at Khan to march 
against ‘Uthman Khan LohanI in fights against whom Raja Man 
Singh had lost many of his relatives and tribesmen, but had not 
succeeded in defeating him. When Shuja'at Khan reached the borders 

1 Of. cit.. p 100. 

2 Of. cit., p. 143. 3 Of. cit., p. 157. 

4 Tiizttk-i-Jahangiri (Rogers & Beveridge's translation), I, p. 29. 

5 Of. cit., p, 192. 



Shuja'at Khan Shaikh Kabir 


nl-Vmara ] 


865 


of his territory, ‘Uthman Khan, who was very proud andiiaughty, 
arranged his forces with great pomp and grandeur, and gave battle. 
‘Uthman drove his war elephants, whom he regarded as the pivot of 
his attack, against the vanguard, but the heroes of the imperial forces 
stood firm and sacrificed their lives. Iftikhar Khan, the leader of the 
right wing and Kishwar Khan, the leader of the left wing, fought 
bravely and were killed. That inconsiderate and defiant leader 
(‘Uthman), in spite of the fact that a very large number of his men 
had been killed, again attacked the centre. Shuja'at Khan’s relations 
and brothers fought bravely and were slain, while a large number 
who were severely wounded were incapacitated. 

At this juncture ‘Uthman Khan, who was very corpulent and had 
a large belly, mounted on an elephant, in a howdah and assailed 
Shuja'at Khan. That famous warrior first struck the elephant with a 
spear, and then smote it twice in the face with a sword. Then he drew 
a dagger and inflicted two other wounds. The elephant becoming 
wild boldly advanced, and overthrew Shuja'at Khan and his horse. 
Shuja'at Khan skilfully extricated himself from below the horse and 
stood up. Meanwhile his groom so struck the elephant on its 
forelegs with a sword two cubits long chat it fell on its knees. 
Shuja'at Khan with the help of his groom dragged the driver off 
the elephant, and struck the latter with a dagger on its trunk. 
The elephant trumpeting loudly moved backwards a few paces and 
then fell down. Just then a bullet from some unknown quarter 
struck ‘Uthman in the forehead. Recognizing that the wound 
was fatal, he turned and reached his quarters half dead. At mid¬ 
night he died. Wall Khan his brother, and MumrSz Khan his son 
left the camp and the baggage on the field, and carrying his dead body 
hurried to the fort. As the brave warriors of the victorious army 
were unable to exert themselves any further, Shuja'at Khan with 
Muta‘qad Khan, who had after the battle arrived with reinforcements, 
started in pursuit. Wall Khan realizing that safety lay in submission 
capitulated, and assurances having been given, he came with his 
relations and brothers for an interview. He presented 49 elephants 
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as an offeting. Shuja'at Khan taking these with him went and joined 
Islam Khan at JahangTrnagar (Dacca). As a reward for his services 
and in recognition of his exceptional bravery, he was honoured by an 
increase in rank and the title of Rustum 1 Zaman. Islam Khan did 
not observe the terms of the treaty which Shuja'at Khan had arranged 
with ‘Uthman’s survivors, but sent them all to the Court. Accor¬ 
dingly Wall Khan and Mumrcz Khan were put to death in the Kali 
Talawarl at Ahmadabad, while Ayaz Ghulam—who was the adopted 
son of ‘Uthman—and others were long confined in wells. Shuja‘at 
Khan became distressed at Islam Khan having broken the treaty, and 
left Bengal, Just then an order of his appointment as the Governor 
of Bihar was received. On the day when he was to enter the city of 
Patna, he was riding on a female elephant. An elephant (probably 
a male) ran at her, and Shuja’at Khan, with all his firmness, became 
alarmed and tried to climb down from the elephant. His foot was 
broken and he 2 died. 

SHUJA‘-UD-DAULAH BAHADUR 

(Vol, II, pp. 715-722). 

He was the son of Abul Mansur 3 Khan and his real name was 
Mlrza Jalal-ud-Dln 1 Haidar. After his father’s death he was appointed 
Governor of Oudh and Allahabad in his father’s vacancy, and he settled 
these areas in a proper manner. In the year 1170 A.H. (1757 A.D.) 

r The account of the battle etc. with ‘Uthman Khan is taken from the 
Tiizuk, op. cit., pp. 209-214. 2 Op. cit., pp. 226,22.7. 

3. MaHthir-ul-Umara. Text, I, pp. 365-368; Beveridge’s translation. I, pp. 
137-140. See also A.L. Srivastava —1 he First Two Nawabs of Oudh, pp. 91-259 
(1933) for a detailed account of his life. 

4 For a detailed monograph of the first half of the life-history of Shuja'- 
ud-Daulah sec A.L. Srivastava’s Shuja-ud-Daulah, I, 1754-1765, (Calcutta, 
1939). See also Dow —History of Hindustan. II, pp. 393-395, (London, 1770), 
Keene —The Fall of the Moghal Empire , pp. 64,65,112 (London, 1882), and for 
his character Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Full of the Mughal Empire , II, pp. 530-532 
( I 934 )- 
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‘Imad-ul-Mulk, as has been detailed in his biography 1 led an army 
against him. He advanced from Lucknow to the plains of Sand! and 
Pali which were on the borders of Oudh to meet ‘Imad-ul-Mulk. A 
slight engagement took place, and then through the mediation 2 3 4 of Sa‘d 
Ullah Khan, son of ‘Alt Muhammad Khan Rohilla, a truce was 
arranged for five lakhs of rupees, part of which amount was paid in 
cash and the rest was promised. In the year 1173 A.H. (1759- 
60 A.D.) NajTb Khan Rohilla and other Afghans—who held Parganas 
in fief in the Metropolitan province on the other side of the Ganges, 
assured him that the Marathas owing to the rainy season could not 
possibly cross the Ganges. It has to be mentioned that in 1171 A.H. 
(r 757-58 A.D.) Dattaji Sindia had made a settlement of the territory 
near the capital Agra, and then cossed the Jumna and besieged Najlb 
Khan in Shukartal. After the end of the rains G 5 vind Pant had been 
sent by him with 20,000 horse from Thakur Dwara—-which is near 
the hills—across the Ganges to plunder the territory. Shuja‘-ud- 
Daulah marched against him and signally defeated him. Sa‘d Ullah 
Khan, Dunde Khan and Hafiz RahmatKhan, who, as a result of the 
pressure by the Maratha army, had retired into the Kumaon hills, 
came and joined him. Najlb Khan also was relieved from the siege. 
As, however, the force of the Marathas was very large, out of fear 
of the final result proposals for peace were made 1 . 

At this time, as the arrival of Shah Durrani was widely rumoured 
and Dattaji Sindia had been killed in a battle' 1 with him, and Shah 

1 Maathir-ul-U mard, Text, II, p. 853. 

2 See Srivastava’s S haja-ud-Daulah, pp. i- 49 - The amount promised is 
stated to have been 15 lakhs, 5 lakhs to be paid immediately and the balance 
of 10 lakhs after a year, p. 49. The light fighting took place in June, 1737. 

3 Sec Srivastava, op. cit., pp. 78-81. The place where Najib Indian was 

besieged is rightly written as Shukartal by Srivastava and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
of. cit., p. 207, but incorrectly Shukartar by Sir Wolscly Haig in Cambridge 
History of India, IV, p. 444 - * 

4 Battle of Barari Ghat, 9th January, 1760, sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, 
of. cit., pp. 222,223; Cambridge History of India, IV, p. ,416. 
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DurranT was encamped at Sikandra, Shuj'a-ud-DauIah on the recom¬ 
mendation of Najib Khan and after executing oaths and promises, 
went with 10,000 horse and waited’ on the Shah. He distinguished 
himself in the battle 2 3 4 5 6 with Sadashiv Rao Bhao, and was complimented. 
At the time of returning to his country the Shah left the empire of 
India to Sultan ‘All Gauhar, who is now the Emperor and is known 
by the high and low as Shah ‘Aiam, and Shuja‘-ud-Daulah was 
appointed as the Prime Minister 1 . The latter went to Oudh, and 
sent a request for return to Shah ‘Alam Bahadur, who after the 
death of his revered father ‘Aziz-ud-Din Badshah ‘Alamglr, II 
in 1173 A.H. (1759-60 A.D.) had assumed sovereignty in the 
areas between Bihar and Bengal. He himself also went as far as the 
Karmnasa river to welcome the Emperor' 1 . When the imperial equip¬ 
age in the end of 1174 A.H. (June, 1761) reaching Jajmau encamped 
there, the Antarb^d territory, which means the country between the 
Ganges and the Jumna, and which for some ten years had been held 
by the Marathas, once again became imperial territory 1 . In the 
year 1175 A.H. (1761-62 A.D.) the victorious standards crossed the 
Jumna and took KalpI and the fort of Jhanst from the Marathas 8 . In 
this year 7 Shuja'-ud-Daulah was exalted by the presents of the Vazlrs' 
dress of honour, a necklace of pearls and a jewelled inkstand. Aftcr- 

1 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp 274-279 for a detailed account; 
also Srivastava op. cit., pp. 88-92. 

2 Battle of Panipat, 14th January, 1761. 

3 This account is repeated in Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 448, 
but see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 376,377 where it is stated that the 
■‘parting instructions (of Abdali) were that Shah Alam should be recognized as 
Emperor, Imad reappointed Wazir'’. Shuja‘-ud-Daulah had left Delhi for 
Oudh a fortnight before Abdali started on his return march. Sec also Srivastava, 
op. cit„ pp. 111-113. 

4 See Srivastava, op. cit., p. 13°, where full details of the arrival of 
Shah ‘Alam are given. 

5 Srivastava, op. cit,, pp. 131-135. 

6 Srivastava, op. cit., pp. 136-140. 

7 15th February, 1762, vide Srivastava, op. cit., p. 141. 
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wards he went with the Emperor to Bengal, and was defeated 1 2 
by the English who had become powerful in that territory. The 
Emperor had an interview with the English, and Shuja‘-ud-Daulah 
went to Allahabad and busied himself in collecting troops. At Buksar 
there was a second' 1 battle, and this time also there was complete 
defeat, and all his equipment was plundered. Shuja‘-ud-Daulah was 
consequently forced to seek refuge with Hafiz Rahmat Khan. He 
treated him with contempt, and had an eye on the remainder of his 
property. At last coming to the Ganges opposite Farrukhabad, he 
thrust himself upon Ahmad Khan Bangash; he also did not welcome 
him. A third time in conjunction with ‘Imad-ul-Mulk and Malhar 
Rao Holkar he attempted to contend with them. They sent a small 
force to meet him and a slight engagement took place. Elolkar went 
off to Kalpi and ‘Imad-ul-Mulk to the jat 3 4 country. Consequently 
he made peace with the English, and was content with the name of 
the Vazlr. For some years with their help he engaged in the settle¬ 
ment of the provinces, and accepted them as partners in their revenues. 
In the year 1188 A.H. (1774-75 A.D.) he with their help attacked 
Hafiz Rahmat Ullah Khan Rohilla—who was a companion of ‘All 
Muhammad Khan Rohilla and after his death had taken possession of 
some of the territories held by him—and put him to the sword. In 
the same year' 1 he died as a result of complications due to various 
ailments. His son, who is in Oudh, at the time of vriting is known 
as Mirza Amanl. His title is Asaf-ud-Daulha, but the English arc 
the dominat partner in his domain. 

As in connection with Shuja‘-ud-Daulah the name of Ahmad 
Shah Durrani has been mentioned, it is necessary to include some 


1 Battle of Punch Puhari, 3rd May, 1764. The English are called 
Feringis and Hat-wearers in the text. 

2 Battle of Buxar, 23rd October, 1764; see Srivastava, op. rit., pp. 230. 
240. 

3 Srivastava, op. cit., pp. 285-294 

4 According to Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary, p, 382, he died 
on 29th January, 1775. 
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account 1 of his career. It is - stated that he was a follower of Nadir 
Shah, and was one of his Yasdwals (Guards). Later he became a 
Mingbdshi (Commander of 1,000). After Nadir Shah’s assassination 
he raised the standard of power in Kabul and Qandahar, and struck 
coins and had the A .butba recited in his own name. He came seven 
times to India. The first was about the end of the year 1151 A.H. 
(1739 A.D.) with Nadir Shah. The second in the year ji6i A.H. 
(1748A.D.) when Prince Ahmad Shah and other nobles rallied forth to 
oppose him, and in which battle Qamr-ud-Dln Khan was killed by a 
cannon ball, the Durrani Shah then returned to Kabul and Qandahar. 
The third was in 1162 A.H. (1749 A.D.), the 4th in 1165 A.H. 
(1752 A.D.); on each occasion he fought with MuTn-ul-Mulk. On 
the second occasion MuTn-ul-Mulk after an interview was appointed 
as his Deputy in Lahore. The fifth time in 1170 A.H. (1757 A.D., 
he advanced to Shahjahanabiid (Delhi). He had an interview with 
‘Alamgir, II, and had the daughter of ‘Izz-ud-Din the brother of 
‘Alamgir, II, married to his son Timur Shah. He also addressed 
himself to the chastisement of Suraj Mai, but owing to the outbreak 
of cholera he speedily returned (to Afghanistan). On this occasion 
he married the daughter of Muhammad Shah. The sixth time was 
in 1173 A.H. (1759 A.D.) when he killed Dattaji Sindia, and en¬ 
camped ac Sikandra (Sikandarabad). In the following year Sadashiv 
Rao alias Bhao with a large army W3S defeated by him, and he then 
returned to Qandahar. The seventh was in 1173 A.H. (1762 A.D.), 
and on this occasion he thoroughly chastised the Sikhs, and sent Nur- 
ud-Din Durrani—who was a cousin of the Ashraf-ul-Vuzara Shah 
Wall Khan—against Sukh Jivan the Governor of Kashmir. 

Sukh Jivan 2 was a Khatri by caste and an inhabitant of Kabul. 
At first he was the accountant of the Ashraf-ul-Vuzara Shah Wali 
Khan, the Vazir of the Durrani Shah. Once Shah Durrani had sent 

1 The account of Ahmad Shah Abdali is based on Kkazana 'i-‘Amira 
(l.ith. Edn.), p. 97. 

z Sukh Jlvan’s account is also taken from Khazana'-i-'Amira, pp. 114, 
115. See also Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 488,489. 



Shuj‘a-ud-DauIah Bahadur 


ul-U mara] 


871 


him from Kabul to collect the dues from Mu'in-ul-Mulk. When in 
the year 1167 A.H. (1754 A.D.) Shah Durrani sent ‘Abdullah Ishak 
Aqasi from Kabul to conquer Kashmir, and he took it from the 
Governor who held it on behalf of 'Alamgir, II, ‘Abdullah Khan alias 
Khwaja Kichak was left with a force of Afghans as his Deputy, and 
the Diwan’t was assigned to Sukh Jivan, He himself returned to Kabul. 
After a time Sukh Jivan killed the Afghan leaders, and at first im¬ 
prisoned Khwaja Kichak and later deported him from Kashmir. 
Sukh Jivan then sent some money to ‘Alamgir, II, through 
the mediation of ‘Imad-ul-Mulk, the Vazir , and begged for a Farman 
for the government of the country in his own name. He struck 
coins and had the Khutba recited in the name of ‘Alamgir, II. He 
reduced into submission the entire province whether it consisted of 
crown-lands or the Mansabdar’s fiefs. Sukh Jivan was possessed of 
excellent qualities and was almost a Muhammadan. He repaired and 
restored the shrines and gardens of Kashmir and every day after 
closing his court he called 200 Muslims before him and fed them on 
a meal of several courses. Every month on the 12th and 1 ith (? 15th) 
he distributed cooked food to all visitors, whether they were darwEshcs 
or otherwise, and concerned himself in alleviating their condition. 
Every week he arranged an assembly of poets, when all the poets of 
Kashmir would gather together, and partake in a feast after close of 
the session. When Nur-ud-Din Khan reached there, Sukh Jivan sent 
an army to hold the passes and stop him. The Durranis overcame the 
resistance and were victorious after a hard struggle and much fighting, 
and having cleared the passes and mountainous ravines of the Kash¬ 
miris killed large numbers of them. They then from the rear 
advanced to the city of Kashmir (Srinagar). Sukh Jivan drew up the 
armed forces, which he had with him, and exerted himself as best as 
he could. But the Kashmiris were not able to withstand the Durranis 
and were defeated. Sukh Jivan with all his family members was 
taken prisoner, and Shah Durrani after this victorious ending appointed 
Nur-ud-Din Khan as his Deputy in Kashmir. 
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SHUJA'-UL-MULK AMIR-UL-UMARA 
(Vol. II, pp. J22, 723). 

He was the fifth son 1 of Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jah. His real 
name was Mir Muhammad Sharif. In the lifetime of his father lie 
was raised to the rank of a Khan, and granted the title of Basalat Jang 
Bahadur. In the time of Salabat Jang he was appointed Governor 
of Bljapur, but after a time he went to his brother Salabat Jang and 
became the general manager of his household. In 1172 A.H, (1758- 
59 A.D.) Nizam-ud-DauIah Asaf Jah in view of his position as the 
heir apparent—which position had been assigned to him earlier— 
came to interview Salabat Jang. Shuja‘-ud-Daulah under the circum¬ 
stances did not consider it advisable to remain with Salabat Jang, and 
giving up his office went away to his own province. When the above 
mentioned Asaf Jah perceived the unsuitable behaviour of Salabat 
Jang, he separated from him, and with a view to collecting tributes 
( peshkashat ) went to RajmehandrI in Haidarabad. Shuja'-ul-Mulk 
again returned to Salabat Jang, and as in earlier times, began to 
look after all his affairs. As the collection of revenues from the 
estates had fallen to a low level, and the pay of the soldiery 
had been increased much more than previously, interested 
colleagues—who were only concerned in their own good—believed 
that a settlement would be difficult and hence retired. Later, when 
the government of the Deccan was assigned to the said Asaf Jah, he 
for a time dropped the thread of cercmoniousncss, and made up 
various plans. All these plans failed, and several estates in the 
Bljapur Saba fell into the hands of the Marathas and Haidar ‘All 
Khan—whose biography 2 has been separately given—rose to power. 
Shuja'-ul-Mulk, at the time of writing, contents himself in managing 
certain areas of the Sarkar Imtiyazgarh alias AdonI and Flruzgarh 
Ralchur, and has adopted the principle of “slanting the jar but not 
spilling its contents” (acting inconsistently with impossible results). 

1 See the genealogical tabic in Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 622, 

2 Maaihir-ul-Umard, Text, I, pp. 611-613, Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 
597-59 8 r 
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Sipahdar Khan Muhammad Salih 

SIPAHDAR KHAN MUHAMMAD SALIH 
(Vol. II, pp. 427-429). 

He was the brother’s son and adopted son of Khwaja Beg Mlrza 
Safavl, who in the reign of Emperor Jahangir was Governor of 
Ahmadnagar, and had attained the rank of 5,000; he died in the 
13th 1 year. The subject of this notice, in the 5th year of Emperor 
Jahangir’s reign, was appointed to a suitable rank, and granted the 
title of Khanjar Khan. After Khwaja B^g’s death he was promoted 
co the rank of 2,000, and appointed Governor of the fort of Ahmad- 
uagar 2 . In the 15th year, when the Deccanls having broken off their 
engagements raised commotion, and besieged the fort, he took 
proper precautions, and ably defended it. When he was 
encouraged by the arrival in the Deccan of the imperial army 
under Sultan Khurram, he sallied out and drove off the besiegers; 
some 200 of them were killed. In the 19th year, when an imperial 
army was deputed to assist Mullii Muhammad Lari, the ‘Adil Khani 
general—who had a quarrel with Malik ‘Ambar the Abysinnian— 
and when that leader was killed after a fight, and his force was 
defeated and some of the imperial officers were captured by the enemy, 
Khanjar Mian marched rapidly to Ahmadnagar 3 and strengthened it. 
When after Emperor Jahangir's death, Mian Jahan L 5 dl the Governor 
of the Deccan went astray and intrigued with Nizam-ul-Mulk 
DeccanI, and sent letters to the Thanadars of Balaghat—which had 
been annexed as an imperial domain—co surrender (their posts) co 
Nizam-ul-Mulk’s men, the said Khan wrote “Refused' ’—( Dast radd) 
on his letter, and did not surrender the fort 4 . In the end of that reign 
his rank had risen to 5,000 with 5,000 horse, and he had the title of 
Sipahdar Khan. After the accession of Shah Jahan, and his coming to 

1 Tiizuk-i-lahingiri (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation), II, p. 9. 

2 Op. cit., p. 9. 

3 f^hafi Khan, I, p. 348, and Badshabnama, I, pt. i, p. 76. 

4 Op. cit., p. 384. 
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the Deccan, three armies under three leaders were sent to devastate the 
country of Nizam-ul-Mulk and to punish Khan Jahan Lodi, who had 
stirred up strife, and taken refuge with the Nizam, Sipahdar Khan 
was attached to Shayista Khan. In the battle, which A'zam Khan 
fought against Khan Jahan Lodi, he distinguished himself. In the 4th 
year he besieged and captured the forts of Taltum’, which was on the 
top of a hill, and is at present in ruin, and Situnda. In the same year 
he was honoured by appointment as Governor 2 of the fort of Ahmad- 
nagar in succession to Jan Nithar Khan, and received a dress of honour 
and a horse with golden saddle. In the 7th year he came to the 
Court, and received the rank of 5,000 foot and horse, of which 3,000 
were 2-horse, 3-horse, and was appointed Governor 3 of Ahmadabad in 
succession to Baqir Khan Najm Thani. In the 8th year he was 4 
removed from there and sent to look after Elichpur. In the 9th 
year, when the Emperor came to visit Daulatabad, he presented himself, 
and was sent 3 with Khan Jahan Barah to devastate the ‘Add Shahl 
territory. In this campaign also he rendered good service. In the 
10th year, he had charge of a battery during the siege of Deogarh. 
When a mine, which had been laid from his battery, was filled with 
gun-powder and exploded, and the bastion and a part of the wall were 
blown up, he bravely entered 6 the fort and put the enemy to the 
sword. Later, he was appointed Governor of the fort of Junair 
in the Deccan. In the 17 th year 7 corresponding to 1054 
A.H. (1644 A.D.) he died, and was burried in the tomb of Khwaja 
Bgg Mlrza at Ahmadnagar. He was a God-fearing man, possessed of 
good judgment and distinguished for his bravery. He was very fond 
of Iranians, and had an excellent posse of retainers. He had no sons. 
Many of his sons-in-law and relations held various offices. 


1 Op. cit., p. 346. 2 Op. cit., p. 399. 

3 He was appointed Governor of Gujarat—sec Badshahnama, I, pt. ii, p. 8. 

4 Op. cit.. p. 102. 5 Op. cit., p. 140. 

6 Op. cit., p. 233. 7 BSdshdhnama, II, p. 378. 
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(RAJA) SIV RAM GAUR 
(Vol. II, pp. 263-265). 

He was the son of Balram son of Raja Gopal Das. As his father 
and grand-father were killed in the attack on Sind when Shah Jahan 
was a prince, he became a greater favourite with the Emperor. After 
his accession, Siv Ram was appointed to a suitable rank, and granted 1 
DhandhCra, which means some Parganas of Sarangpur in Malwa, as 
his homeland. By the 10th year he had advanced to the rank of 
1,500 with 1,000 horse 2 * , and for a time was Governor of the Aslr fort. 
In the 18th year he was removed' 1 from this office, and in the 19th 
year was nominated 4 to accompany Prince fylurad Bakhsh on the 
expedition to Balkh and Badakhshan. Afterwards he somehow 
returned to the Court, and in the 20th year had charge 0 of the Kabul 
fort. In the 21 st year he was removed from there, but in the end of 
the same year when the disputes of ‘Abdul ‘Aziz Khan with Nadhr 
Muhammad Khan became known to the Emperor, a body of troops 
was sent to Kabul as a precautionary measure; and he also was attached 
to this force. In the 22nd year, he received a promotion of 200 
horse in his rank, and was detailed to the Qandahar campaign under 
Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb. In the 25th year, when his uncle 
Raja Bcthal Das (Gaur) died, his rank was increased to 2,000 with 
1,500 horse, and he was granted the title 6 of Raja; he was also 
detailed a second time with the above-mentioned prince on the same 
campaign. In the 26th year he was 7 with Prince Dara Shikoh on the 
same campaign. From there he was sent with Rustam Mian Flruz 
Jang for reducing the fort of Bust. In the 28th year he went with 
Sa'd Ullah Khan to demolish Chittor. In the 31st year his rank was 
advanced to 2,500 with 2,500 horse, and he was honoured by being 


1 Badskahnam*, I, pt. ii, p. 142. 

2 Op. cit., p. 304. 

4 Op. cit., p. 4 ^ 4 - 

6 'Amal Salih, III, p, 133. 


3 Badshahnama, II, p. 388. 
5 Op. cit., p. 641. 

7 Op. cit., p. 157. 
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appointed as the Governor of Mandu. In the battle of Samugarh, 
he was in the vanguard of Data Shikoh s army, and was killed there 
in 1068 A.H. (1658 A.D.). 

SIYADAT KHAN SAIY 1 D OGHl.AN 
(Vol. II, pp. 494-496). 

Oghal in Turkish means a son, and Oghlan" is its plural. In the 
Kingdom of Bokhara it is the title of Saiyids and Sharifs, and they 
have a right to its use in the assemblies of the ruler of the territory. 
Siyadat Khan was the son of the teacher Khan of Ffruz Jang Bahadur, 
and through him he came to the notice of Emperor Aurangzib, and 
succeeded in receiving a suitable appointment. In the 27th year of 
the reign, he was appointed to teach Muhammad Kam Bakhsh. He 
was also the intermediary for presenting to the Emperor the reports of 
Khan Firuz Jang Bahadur —who was absent—and thus had access to the 
Presence*. When that Bahadur burnt the fort of Rahiri, and slew 
the infidels and destroyed their property, Siyadat Khan in the 28th 
year, as a reward for bringing in this good news, received an elephant , 
and afterwards the title of Siyadat Khan. In the 29th year, he was 
appointed Examiner of Petitions in succession to Lutf Ullah Khan, as 
a special favour a jade inkstand was given to him 8 . Later although 
he was removed from this office, but he carried on the duties of the 
Superintendent of the Diwan'i-Khas. In the 41st year, corresponding 
to 1108 A.H. (1697 A.D.), he died 7 of plague which had become 

1 ‘ Alamgtrnama , pp. 95,102- a biography of Siv Ram Gaur is also published 

in the Urdu work Umra'i Huniid, pp. 39 °~ 39 1 2 3 4 5 6 (* 93 2 )- 

2 This is incorrect. Oghlan is not the plural of Oghal in 1 urkish, and 

merely means a son. 

3 Qfeizi-ud-Dm Khan Buhidur biruz Jang, Maat±tr-ul-Umard. Text, II, 
pp. 87Z-879; Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 587-592. 

4 See for example fAadthir-i-'Alamgirt, p. 269. 

5 Madtjoir-t-'Alamgm, p. 252. 

6 Madtbir-i-'Alamgiri, p 270. The jade inkstand was given to Fadil £han 

and not Siyadat £han. 7 °f- ctt " P- 39 *- 
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rampant in the royal camp. His son received the father s title, and 
in the 43rd year was appointed 1 Examiner of Petitions. In the 47th 
year having been promoted 2 * to the rank of 2,500 foot with 700 
horse, he was repeatedly deputed as head of an army for the punish¬ 
ment of the Marathas. About this time through the jugglery of Fate 
he became blind of both eyes, and on this account was excluded from 
the Presence. During the government of Amir-ul-Umara Husain 
‘All Khan, he was appointed as the Governor of the fort of Ahmad- 
uagar in the province of Aurangabad. 

When the government of the Deccan devolved on Nizam-ul-Mulk 
Asaf Jah. this noble, as he was very appreciative of his services, 
confirmed him in Ins appointment. After his death, his son Muham¬ 
mad Mir Khan got the hereditary title and the charge of the fort. 
For a time he was Bakbshi of the troopers 2 of Asaf Jah. After him, 
his son Saiyid Hamid Khan got the title of Siyadat Khan, and Was 
appointed deputy to his brother-in-law Saiyid Lashkar Khan, the 
Governor of Berar. For a time he served as the Governor of Bldar. 
At last he received the title of Hamid-ud-Daulah. In the year 1184 
A.H. (1770 A.D.), he died. At the time of writing his son has the 
title of Namwar Jang Bahadur. He is fond of Rckhta* compo¬ 
sition. There were many brothers and uncles of Siyadat Khan Saiyid 
Hamid, but none attained any eminence. 

SIYADAT KHAN MIR ZA 1 N-UD-DIN ‘ALI 
(Vol. II, pp. 463-465). 

He was a brother of Islam Khan 4 5 & of Mashhad. In the early part 
of the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan he was appointed to a suitable 

1 Op. cit.. p. 407. 2 Op. cit., p. 473. 

3 Apparently Sa’ir Sarkar means Customs or Miscellaneous Revenue 

Department. 

4 Rekbta got probably means that he wrote Urdu poetry. 

5 For his account see Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, I, pp. 162-167; Beveridge 

& Prashad’s translation, 1 , pp. 694-696. 
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rank. In the 6th year he was appointed Superintendent 1 of Brand¬ 
ing and the Master of Mansabdars. Later, when the province of 
Bengal was assigned to Islam Khan, the said Khan accompanied him. 
Islam Khan sent a force 2 under the leadership of his brother to Kuch 
Hajo and the Morang territories on the borders of the province. A 
great deal of fighting took place with the contumacious elements of 
the areas, and thereafter the area was properly settled. In the 11 th 
year, he had the rank of 1,000 foot with 200 horse, and the title 3 of 
Siyadat Khan. In the 13th year, when Islam Khan was summoned 
to the Presence for appointment as the Vaztr, Siyadat Khan was 
appointed* as his Deputy in Bengal. In the 14th year he had an 
increase of 200 horse, and in the 16th year a further increase 4 of 
500 foot. In the 19th year when Islam Khan was exalted by his 
appointment as the Governor of the four provinces of the Deccan, 
Siyadat Khan was raised to the rank of 2,000 foot with 500 horse, 
and attached to his brother in the Deccan auxiliaries 6 . In the same 
year he was appointed Governor of the fort of Daulatabad in succession 
to Prithi Raj. In the 21st year, he had an increase of 200 horse, and 
on his brother’s death, he was granted an increase of 500 foot with 
300 horse, and confirmed in his appointment 7 as Governor of Daulata¬ 
bad. In the 22nd year, he returned to the Court on being removed 
from this post. In the 23rd year he was appointed 2nd Bakbski , 
and promoted 8 to the rank of 3,000 foot with 3,000 horse. In the 
24th year he was granted an increase of goo and appointed Governor® 
of the fort of the Capital in succession to Baqi Khan. In the 29th 
year he was removed from this office, but was re-instated 10 in the 30th 
year. After Emperor Aurangzlb’s accession to the throne, and when 
in the 1st year the royal cavalcade reached the Capital in pursuit of 


1 BdclshUhnama, I, pt. i, p. 54 5. 
3 Op, cit., p. 90. 

5 Op. cit., p. 336. 

7 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 9. 

9 Op. cit., p. in. 


2 BadihShnama, II, p. 75. 
4 Op. cit., p. 164. 

6 Op. cit., p. 430. 

8 Op. cit., p. 105. 

10 Op. cit., p. 241. 
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Data Shikoh, he was appointed to administer the affairs of the place 1 . 
In the and year of the reign, 1069 A.H. (1659 A.D.) he died 2 a 
natural death. His son Fadl 3 Ullah Khan, and his nephews Safi 
Khan and ‘Abdur Rahim Khan and ‘Abdur Rahman sons of Islam 
Khan were granted mourning robes. His eldest son Mir Faid Ullah 
was granted the title of Faid Ullah Khan in the 1st year of ‘Alamglr’s 
reign, and was Superintendent of the Jewel-room. Later he was made 
Mir Tuzuk. In the 12th year when Dildar, son of Alif Khan 
Muhammad Tahir, grandson of Daulat Khan, on account of an enmity 
with Multafat Khan, fell out with him, and while the Hmperor was 
seated in the general and special Hall of Audience, Fadl Ullah Khan 
boldly struck him with a staff on the head. On this score he fell 
from favour, and was degraded from his office 4 5 . I11 the 20th year, 
lie was restored to his earlier office and deputed 4 to Bengal. After 
sometime a servant killed him there 1, with a dagger. 


SUBAL SINGH SESODIA 
(Vol. II, PP . 468, 469). 

He was a grandson of Rana Amar Singh. For a time he was in 
the service of Prince Dara Shikoh. In the 23rd year, at the request 
of the said prince, he was admitted into imperial service, and appoint¬ 
ed to the rank of 2,000 foot with 1,000 horse. In the 25th year he 
was given an increase of 500, and granted a flag; he was also detailed 
to accompany Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur, who was being 
sent to Qandahur campaign for the second time. In the 26th year, 
he again went with Prince Dara Shikdh on the same campaign. It is 

1 ‘Alamgimama, p. 161. 

2 Op. cit, p. 4 <8. 

3 Faid Ullah in text is apparently a mistake, for it is Fadl Ullah in 
MaStbir-i-'Alamgir't. 

4 Maathir-i-'Alamgiri, pp. 88, 89. 

5 Op. cit., p. 159. 


6 Op. cit,, p. 160. 
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clcar from the Badshahnama that he was alive in the 30th 1 year. 
No further account of his life has been available, except that 
it appears from ‘ Alamgirndma 2 that he was with Mu‘azzam Khan 
Khan Khanan in the Assam expedition. 

SUJAN SINGH 
(Vol. II, pp. 452-454). 

He and Biram Deo were the two sons of Suraj Mai Sesodia, the 
second son of Rana Amar Singh. Sujan Singh was an old servant 
of the State, and by the 10th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign had 
attained the rank 3 of 800 with 300 horse. In the 17th year of the 
reign, he was promoted 4 * to the rank of 1,000 foot with 400 horse. 
In the 18th year, he was granted an increase® of 100 horse, and in 
the igth year he accompanied Prince Murad Bakhsh on the Balkli 
and Badakhshan Campaign. In the 22nd year through promotion 
his rank was advanced to 1,500 foot with 700 horse, and he went in 
attendance on Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur to Qandahar. 
In the 25th year his rank was further advanced to 2,000 foot with 
800 horse, and he accompanied the said prince a second time to the 
Qandahar fore. In the z6ch year he was deputed to Qandahar 
Campaign for the third time with Prince Dara Shikoh. In the 29th 
year, as Maharaja Jasvant Singh was to be married to his brother’s 
daughter 6 , he was permitted to go to Mathura. In the 30th year he 
went with Mu'azzam Khan to Prince Aurangzlb Bahadur in the 
Deccan and rendered good service in the battle with ‘Add Khan’s forces. 
After that he returned to the Court, and was sent with Maharaja 

1 This should be 20th year as the account in this work ends with the 
20th year of Shah Jahan’s reign. 

2 'AlamgirnSma, p. 947. 3 Badshahnama, I, pt. ii, p. 3 1 3 - 

4 'Amal Salih, II, p. 394. 5 Of. cit., p. 418. 

6 Biram Dco's daughter was to be married to Maharaja Jasvant Singh, 

’Amal Salih, III, p. 204, and as is detailed further on in this account. 
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Jasvaut Singh to Malwa. He was killed in 1068 A.H. (1658 A.D.) 
in the battle which Prince Aurangzib fought with the Rajputs. His 
son Fath Singh was a Mansabdar. The other brother (BIram Deo) 
left the Rana’s service and came to the Court in the 21st year, and 
received the rank 1 2 * of 800 foot with 400 horse. In the 22nd year he 
was promoted to the rank of 1,000 foot with 500 horse, and sent 4 
with Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur to Qandahar. In the 
23rd year he was granted an advance' 1 * of 300, and in the 23th year 
of 200 horse, and again went to Qandahar with the said prince. In 
the 26th year his rank was 2,000 foot with 800 horse, and in the 
27th he was exalted by a further increase of 200. In the 28th year his 
rank was increased by 300 foot, and he was presented jewels 4 worth 
Rs. 10,000. In the 29th year he was allowed to proceed to Mathura 
on account of his daughter’s marriage which had been arranged with 
Maharaja Jasvant Singh. In the 31st year his rank was advanced by 
promotion 4 to 3,000 foot with 1,000 horse, and he was sent to the 
Deccan to Prince Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur. In the ‘Add 
Khan! battle when Raja Rai Singh Sesodla was hard-pressed, he 
dismounted" and fought strenuously. In the Sanulgarh battle he 
was placed 7 in the van of D.ira Shikoh’s forces. Later he joined 
‘Alamgir’s forces, and was with the limperor in the battle with Shuja' 
and in the second battle 8 with Dara Slukoh. Afterwards lie was 
appointed to the Deccan 1 ’, and in the xoch year with Raja Ram 
Singh Kachwaha rendered good service" 1 in the Assam war. In the 
12th year he was appointed' 1 with Saf Shikan Khan who was sent as 
the Faujdar of Mathura. He died at his appointed time. 


1 'Amal Salih, III, p. 18. 

2 Op. lit., j). 72. 3 Op. cit., p.135. 

4 According to 'Anull Salih the present was in cash, op, tit., p. 204, 

5 Op. cit., p. 239. 6 Op. cit., p. 256. 

7 'Alamgirnama, p. 95. 

8 Op. cit., p. 306. 9 Op. cit., p. 338. 

I<» Maiithir-i-'Alamgiri, p, 65. 11 Op. cit., p. 84. 
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(RAJA) SUJAN SINGH BUNDELA 
(Vol. II, pp. 291-255), 

He was the son of Raja Pahar Singh 1 . He came to the notice of 
Emperor Shah Jahan during the lifetime of his father, and was 
appointed to various offices. When his father died in the 28th year, 
his rank was raised to 2,000 with 2,000 horse, 2-horse, 3-horse, and 
he was given the title of Raja 2 . In the 29th year he was deputed 3 
with Qasim Khan, the head of the Artillery, for chastising the Zamtn- 
dar of Srinagar (Garhwal), and was granted a standard and a kettle¬ 
drum. In the 30th year, he, in accordance with orders, went to the 
Deccan to join Sultan Aurangzlb, the Viceroy of the Deccan. Later, 
on recall he came to the Presence, and was appointed with Maharaja 
(Jasvant Singh) to block the path of the army of the Dcccan. On 
the day of the battle with Sultan AurangzTb, he left the field, and 
retired to his home. After sometime his offences were forgiven, 
and he was given a suitable rank by Aurangztb. In the battle with 
Shah Shuja 1 , he was in the right wing. When after his defeat, Shah 
Shuja* retired towards Bengal and Prince Muhammad Sultan was 
deputed to pursue him, Sujan Singh was sent as one of the auxiliaries. 
He rendered good service in that territory. In the 4th year he was 
appointed with the auxiliaries of Mu'azzam Khan for the conquest of 
Kuch Bihar and chastisement of the Zamlnddr of the place. As he 
could not do this with the force which he had at his disposal, he 
after Khan Khanan’s arrival joined him. When he reached Assam, 
he fought bravely against the Assamese, and earned a name for his 
valour. In the 7th year, he was deputed 1 with Raja Jai Singh to the 
Deccan, and did good service in the siege of the fort of Purandhar. 
In the 8th year he was honoured by increase of rank to 3,000 with 
3,000 horse, of which number 500 were 2-horse, 3-horse. Later he 

1 MaSthir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 256-260; translation antea, pp. 470-472. 

2 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 197. 

3 Of. cit., p. 216. 4 &hafi £hati, II, p. 178. 
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distinguished himself in the fights with the ‘Add KhanI forces. In 
the 9th year, he was sent with Diier Khan on the campaign against 
Chanda near Bcrar. In the 11th year, 1078 A.H. (1667-68 A.D.) 
he died in the Deccan. As lie had no sons, Indaraman, his younger 

brother succeeded him. After the death of his father, Pahar Singh, 

Indaraman had in the time of Emperor Shah Jahan reached the rank 
of 500 with 400 horse, and in the 29th year had been sent with 
Qasim Khan, the head of the Artillery, on the expedition against the 
Zamjndar of Srinagar. In the 30th year he was sent to Sultan 

Muhammad Aurangzlb in the Deccan. In the time of Emperor 

Aurangzib, he, 111 the tst year, had gone with Subkarnn Bundcla to 
chastise Champat Bundela. Later lie was appointed to the Deccan, 
and made good under Mlr?a Raja Jai Singh; in recognition of lus 
services his rank was increased, he was granted the title of Raja and 
granted his homeland as his fief. When Khan Jahan Bahadur was 
the Governor, he was for a time the Thanaddr of Gulshanabad. When 
he died in the 19th year, his son Jasvant Singh, who was at home, 
was granted the title of Raja and the government of his native 
country. In die same year, lie came to the Deccan with a large 
force, and joined the Emperor’s service. I11 the 21st year he was 
appointed to chastise the sons of Champat Bundcla, who were creating 
a disturbance in Butidclkhaml. In the 291I1 year, he went to Dijapur 
with Himmat Khan son of Khan Jahan Kokaltash, At the time of 
departure, he received' a dress of honour and a drum. He rendered 
good service in the expedition against the fort of Mulkhair. In the 
30th year lie died. After him lus son Bhagwant Singh hail the title 
of Raja and the government of Ins native country, but he died in the 
31st year. At the request of Rani Amar Kaur, Ins grandmother, the 
management of the estate was given in the name of Udai Singh son of 
Pratap Singh—whose lineage went upto Raja Madhukar. Pratap 
Singh had been subsisting 011 one village of Pargana of Ondcha 
(Orcha). He was honoured with the grant of the title of Raja. In 


1 
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the 33rd year he came from his home and did homage. In the 47th 
year his rank was raised to 3,500 with 1,500 horse, and he was 
appointed Governor of the fort of Khelna—which was renamed Sakh- 
rulna. After Aurangzih’s death when his position became insecure, 
he retired to his home after making over the fort to the Marathas. 
After him his son PrithI Singh and his grandson Sanwal Singh had 
the Zammclari of Orcha. At the time of writing Pancham Singh son 
of Sanwal Singh is in possession. 


(MIRZA) SULAIMAN (Ruler of Badakhshan) 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 264-277), 

He was connected through five generations with the Lord of 
Conjunction—Amir Timur Gurgani. This territory (Badakhshiin) was 
long held by a family which claimed descent from Alexander the 
Great. No neighbouring princes interfered with this family, who 
were content only with exacting a small tribute. When Sultan 
Abu Sa‘Id Giirgan came to the throne, he captured Sultan Muha¬ 
mmad, who was the last of his race, and put lnm to death along with 
his children and other relations, and took possession of Badakhshan. 
Later, when Sultan Mahmud 1 Mirza son of Sultan Abu Sa'id after 
capturing Samarqand died, Amir Klnisrau Shah—who had become an 
Amir through the patronage of Sultan Mahmud*—for sometime 
carried on the sovereignty in the names of Muzas Baysanghar and 
Mas'ud, the sons of the late King. Then lie blinded the first and 
killed the second, and in 905 AH. (1499-1500 A.D.) ascended the 
throne of Badakhshan 2 . In 910 A.H. (1504-05 A.D.) Htnperor 
Babur, the conqueror of the world—who after fighting grand battles 
with the Chaghtal and Oz.beg princes in Mawar-ul-Nahr saw that the 
position was not favourable to him, and therefore turned away from 
his native land - came to Badakhshan with a few followers. As 

1 Text has Muhammad which is incorrect. 

2 Akbarnama , I, Beveridge's translation, p. 230, note 2. 
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Khusrau Shah’s men took the road of disloyalty, and joined Babur, he 
also was obliged to join his service. Babur in spite of Khusrau's 
injustices 10 two of his cousins gave him leave to proceed to Khurasan 
with some of his possessions. Babur after arranging the affairs of 
Badakhshan went to Kabul. 

When in 912 A. 11 . (1506-07 A.D.) Babur took Qandahar from 
Shah Beg Arghun, he sent Khan Mlrza, who was the son of Sultan 
Mahmud and son of Mlrza Sulaiman to Badakhshan. l ie after many 
adventures firmly established himself in that territory. In the year 
y 17 1 2 A.H. (1511-12 A.D.) he died. Thereupon Babur gave Badakh¬ 
shan to Prince Huinayun, and for a long time his officers administered 
that territory. After the conquest of India and the battle with Rana 
Sanga, Prince Huinayun on 9th Rajah, 933 A.H. 3 (nth April, 
1527 A.D.) cook leave to settle Kabul and Badakhshan. He enjoyed 
himself for a year in Badakhshan, and then was suddenly overcome 
by a desire to see his august father. He thereupon made over 
Badakhshan to Sultan Wais : ‘, who was the father-in-law of Mlrza 
Sulaiman, and proceeded towards India. It happened that during his 
absence Sultan Sa'ul Khan, who was one of the Khans of Kashghar, 
proceeded to Badakhshan on the summons of Sultan Wais and other 
officers. Mlrza Hindal, however, arrived before him, and streng¬ 
thened the fort of Zafar. Sa‘Id Khan after besieging ic for three 
months returned unsuccessful to Kashghar. It was, however, reported 
in India that Kashgharls had taken possession of Badakhshan. Babur 
thereupon directed Prince Humayun to go there, but he represented 
that he had vowed that he would not voluntarily deprive himself of 
the pleasure of waiting upon his father, but that if he was ordered to 
go, there was no help to it. So Muza Sulaiman was sent to Badakh¬ 
shan, and a letter written to Sultan Sa‘Td Khan saying: “This affair 

1 As has been discussed at length by Beveridge AkbarnSme, I, translation, 
p. 266, note, 5, this date appears to be wrong; it should be 927 (1521 A.D.). 

2 Akbarnama, translation, 1 , p. 267, 

3 Op. cit., p. 271. 
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seems strange in view of my numerous claims on your consideration. 
1 have now recalled Mirza Hindal and sent Mlrza Sulaiman. If in 
consideration of the hereditary rights you should hand over Badakh- 
shan to hun—for he is as a son to us boih—that would be desirable. 
Otherwise, I having discharged my responsibility, will place the in¬ 
heritance in the hands of the heir. The rest you know 1 ”. Before 
Mlrza Sulaiman’s arrival at Kabul, however, Badakhshan had been 
freed from the designs of the evil-minded persons, and transformed 
into an abode of peace 2 . The Mlrza brought the whole of that 
territory under his control, and established himself firmly. 

After the predominance of Sh?r Khan in India, when Mlrza 
Kamran had the Kbntbti recited and the coins struck in his own name 
in Kabul, he sent a message to Mlrza Sulaiman that in Badakhshan 
also the KJwtba should be recited and coins struck in his name. 
Mlrza refused to obey this command and collected an army. But he 
found that he would not be able to resist and so knocking on the 
door of peace submitted to recite the Khutba and strike coins in 
Kamran’s name. Mlrza Kamran confiscated some of the districts of 
Badakhshan, and after settling these on his 2 own men returned. 
Mlrza Sulaiman broke the compact and took possession of these dis¬ 
tricts. Mlrza Kamran again led an army towards Badakhshan, and a 
battle cook place at Andarab, Mirza Sulaiman after being defeated 
took refuge in the fort of Zafar. Having lost heart as a result of a 
prolonged siege and the unfaithfulness of his men, he was obliged to 
come out of the fort and wait on Mirza Kamran. The latter im¬ 
prisoned Mirzii Sulaiman and his son, Mirza Ibrahim, and brought 
them to Kabul. Friday 1 , 17th Junimada II is the chronogram of this 
event (948 A.H., or 8th October, 1 540 A.D.). 

When on 25th Jummada II, 952 A.H. (3rd September, 1545 
A.H.) Humayun returned from Iran and captured the Qandahar fort 
by force from Mirza ‘Askarl, and it was reported that he was procced- 

1 Of. at., pp. 273, 274. 2 Op. cit., |>. 275. 

3 Op, cit., p. 408. 4 Op. cit., p. 409. 
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ing to Kabul, Mirza Kamran was thinking of releasing Mirza Sulaiman 
in the hope that he might later prove a useful ally, but meanwhile a 
number of Mirza Sulaiinan’s supporters joining together took possession 
of the fort of Zafar, and imprisoned Mirza Kamran’s officers. They 
also sent a message that if Mirza Sulaiman was released they would 
make over the country, otherwise they would kill the officers and 
hand over the country to the Uzbegs. This coincided with the 
earlier deliberations, and so Mirza Kamran soothed Mirza Sulaiman 
and Mirza Ibrahim by treating them kindly, and sent them to 
Badakhshan. They had nor completed the journey when Mirza 
Kamran repented of having let them go, and sent men to recall them. 
The Mirza, however, sent a written excuse 1 and proceeded to Badakh¬ 
shan. When Emperor Humayun took Kabul from Mirza Kamran 
without a fight, Mirza Sulaiman became hostile, and had the Kbutba 
recited in his own name. Emperor Humayiin marched towards 
Badakhshan in 95} A.H. (1546 A.D.), and the Mirza being unable 
to resist him retired to the wilds, and all that country passed into 
Humayun’s possession, I le made the fort of Zafar his Capital. At 
this time Mirza Kamran, who had fled to Sind, finding that Kabul 
was undefended, made a rapid march, and took possession of it. 
Perforce Emperor Humayun was compelled to send for Mirza Sulaiman 
and co restore 2 his territory to him. After Emperor Humayun had 
crossed the Indus on Ins expedition to India, the Mirza also took 
possession 3 of some neighbouring districts. After Emperor Humayun’s 
death, he, his son Mirza Ibrahim and his wife Haratn Begum known 
as Wall Ni'mat—who managed most of his affairs—came and besieg¬ 
ed 4 Kabul. 

As Mun'im Khan, who was defending the fort and the city found 
himself in a difficult situation, a sort of peace was arranged, and 

1 Op. cit., p. 469. 2 Op. cit., p. 504. 

} Op. cit., pp. 637, 638. 

4 The account is based on Akbamama, II, Beveridge’s translation, pp. 39, 
40. The name ol Mirza Ibrahim's wife there is I laram Begum, while in the 
text it is Khurram Begum. 
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Mirza Sulaiman returned 1 . In 967 A,H. (1559-60 A.D.) he 
collected a force and marched towards Balkh. Far-seeing well-wishers 
pointed out that it was unwise to attack with the available forces Pir 
Muhammad Khan, who had a number of powerful supporters and also 
a large force of Ozbegs. They also added that experienced comman¬ 
ders had stated that in the case of a small force opposing a much 
larger force there must be large number of experienced leaders in the 
smaller force. In this case they only had two leaders, one Mirzii 
Sulaiman and the other Mirzii Ibrahim. He, however, paid no heed 
to their words and started the fray. When later he saw that the 
affair was not proceeding as lie had hoped, he started retreating towards 
Badakhshan. They also councilled Mirza Ibrahim, who was eager 
for battle, to retire as his father had done, but he replied that it was 
difficult to get away, and so he would fight, and sec what came of it. 
Muhammad QulT Khan Shighali roughly said that it was generally 
agreed amongst soldiers that when they had gone a bow’s length 
from the enemy, it was difficult to engage in a hand to hand fight. 
With great difficulty Mirza Ibrahim made his escape, and with a 
few men, on foot and disguised, he came to a village. The people 
of the place recognizing him arrested him, and took him to Pir 
Muhammad Khan. He put him to death after keeping him under 
surveillance for a few days. Mirza Sulaiman found that chronogram: 
Kb nakbl umeci pidr (where is the sapling of a father’s hopes? 967 
A.H., 1559-60 A.D.). Before this occurrence Mirza Ibrahim had 
written an ode, the opening verse of which was ; — 

Verse 

I go to the land of regret like a tulip with a scar on its heart, 

On the day of Resurrection I ‘11 rise from the clay with a 
scarred heart. 

And one of the eloquent men composed this quatrain: 

1 Of . cit ., pp. 41, 42. 
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Quatrain 

Ah! Badakhshan Ruby, thou’st gone from Badakhshan, 

Thou hast gone from the shade of the shining sun. 

In the age thou wast like Sulaiman’s signet-ring, 

Alas! that thou hast gone from Sulaiman’s finger 1 . 

When in the 8th year of Emperor Akbar’s reign, in accordance 
with a secret request from Mirza Muhammad Hakim—whose mother 
had been put to death by the ungrateful Shah Abul Ma'all—Mlrza 
Sul uunau and lus wife came to Kabul and as a retribution for his deeds 
hung 2 * Abfil Ma'all. He gave his daughter to Mlrza Hakim in marria¬ 
ge, and distributed two parts of the Kabul territory to his own men. 
He appointed Umed ‘All, one of the Chief officers of Badakhshan as 
the Minister of Mirea Muhammad' 1 Hakim, and himself returned 
to Badakhshan. As Mirza Muhammad Hakim was worried over the 
supremacy of the Badakhshis, he drove them out of Kabul, and made 
over the country to his own followers. In 971 A.H. (1563-64 A.D.) 
Mirza Sulaiman started for Kabul to put this matter right. Mirza 
Muhammad Hakim on hearing this news made over the city to Baqi 
Q.iqshal and Ma'sum Koka, and left the place. After crossing the 
Indus he implored for help from Emperor Akbar. When Mirza 
Sulaiman heard of Mirza’s escape, he started ill his pursuit, but on 
finding that he had got away, he returned and took Jalalabad. He 
also set about besieging Kabul, When, however, he heard that Mirza 
Muhammad Hakim with Pir Muhammad KI1I11 and other leaders of 
the Atga Khail, who were the nobles of the Punjab and who had been 
ordered by Emperor Akbar to assist him, had come near, he returned 4 
to Badakhshan. Again in 973 A.H. (1565-66 A.D.) when he found 
that the Akbarl officers had left Kabul, he came with his wife Haram 

1 Tlie account oi the invasion of Balkh and Mirza Ibrahim's death, as 
also the verses and quatrain, are. based on the detailed description in Akbarnama, 
II, translation, pp. 188-1 94 - 

2 Op. cit., pp. 3"20, 3?l. 3 Op. ctl., pp. 321, 322. 

4 Op. cit., pp. 359-363. 


112 



Sgo Sulaiman \_Maatbir- 

Begum. Hakim Muza after strengthening the city went away to 
Ghorband. Mirza Sulaiman tried several ways, and was almost 
successful in having his prey fall in the net. But Mirza Muhammad 
Hakim getting the news in time departed for India. Mirza Sulaiman 
thereupon was forced to renew the siege of Kabul. He, however, 
failed in his efforts, and so had to content himself with a small tribute 
and return 1 to Badakhshan. 

After this events so shaped themselves that the Mirza could not 
live in peace in his own country. The details are as follows. Haram 
Begum, the Mirza’s wife and daughter of Sultan Wais Kulabl, who 
was of the Qibchaq tribes, assumed control of the country and the 
army to such an extent, that the Mirza had to make over to her the 
power of ordering executions—which was a duty that he could not 
delegate to another. The Badakhshls out of envy charged her with 
misconduct with her own beloved brother Haidar ‘All and Mirza 
Ibrahim in his youthful folly and at the instigation of the slanderers put 
that innocent one to death. The Begum addressed herself to the 
destruction of the Badakhsln officers, and when Mirza Ibrahim was 
killed, she became annoyed with all the Badakhsln soldiers, and the 
feuds and differences became general. Muhtarim Khanum, daughter 
of Shah Muhammad Kashgharl, who was married to Mirza Kamran, 
came from Kabul to Badakhshan on her way back to Kashghar. Mirza 
Sulaiman wanted to marry her, but the Begum forestalling him 
married her to her son Mirza Ibrahim; and thus prevented her becom¬ 
ing a co-wife. But on this score Muhtarim Khanum had a grudge in 
her heart, and was always dissatisfied and pining for revenge. As 
meanwhile Mirza Ibrahim was killed, she began to taunt her more 
and more. Haram Begum’s sole idea was that becoming sick of her 
ill treatment Muhtarim Khanum might depart for Kashghar, and the 
former might be able to bring up Mirza Sbalirukb (Muhtarim Khanum’s 
son) herself. Muhtarim Khanum not wanting to be separated from 
her child ignored all the insults. At last Mirza Shahrukh grew up 


i Op. cit., pp 4 2 iM 12 ' 
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to years of discretion, and in conjunction with his mother and at the 
instigation of the Badakhshls—who were noted for their intrigues and 
disloyalty — he fell out with his respected grandfather and grandmother. 
Sometimes they were at peace, and at other times they were at war. 
Meanwhile Haram Khanum died, and Mirza Shahrukh took possession 
of his father’s estates; and many of die people leaving Mirza Sulai¬ 
man joined his party. Mirza Sulaiman, therefore, was obliged to 
make peace with the Khanum and Shahrukh; and oaths and terms 
were exchanged. He got permission to leave for pilgrimage to Mecca, 
and started. His secret intention, however, was to get help from Kabul 
or India, and to revenge himself. When he reached Kabul, Mirza 
Muhammad Hakim behaved contrary to his expectations, so much so 
that he did not even give him influential guides who would see him 
safely over his journey. He thereupon trusting in God took the route 
to India. He crossed the Indus in the 20th year, 983 A.H. (1575- 
76 A.D.). Emperor Akbar issued orders to the Panjab officials to 
welcome him suitably, and to treat him with all respect. Raja Bhagwan 
Das became his guide and conducted him to the Court. Rupees 50,000 
in cash and necessary goods suitable to the status of such a guest 
were sent to him through Khwaja Aqa Khan. The Mirza was over¬ 
joyed at receiving such presents which were worth more than several 
years’ revenue of Badakhshan. 

When he reached the outskirts of the Capital, he was received by 
numbers of nobles and peers of the realm, and when he was three miles 
away, Emperor Akbar himself rode forward to welcome him. The 
entire city was illuminated. Two lines of elephants were drawn up 
from the palace to his quarters; they had gold and silver chains, and 
golden coverings and trappings, and between every two elephants was 
a hunting leopard ( chltn ) adorned with jewels and gold-worked cover¬ 
ings and cows with golden headstalls which made them a very 
attractive sight for all the people who had collected for witnessing the 
spectacle. The Emperor alighting from his charger embraced him. 
No rites of hospitality were neglected in the gorgeous feasts that 
were arranged in Mlrzu’s honour. An order was issued to Khan 
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Jahan, the Governor of the Panjab, to arrange for accompanying 1 the 
Mirza on an expedition to Badakhshan. It so happened, however, 
that Mun'im Khan Khan Khanan, the Governor of Bengal, died in the 
same year, and tire Mirza was offered this appointment in his 
place. Out of love for his native land the Mirza did not accept 
the appointment, and consequently Khan Jahan was appointed as the 
Governor of Bengal 2 . The Mirza saw that there would now be 
delay in getting the necessary help, and so he asked leave 3 for going 
on a pilgrimage to Mecca thinking that perhaps he might reach 
Badakhshan from there, and by strategy be able to achieve his object. 
Accordingly he turned aside from the holy intent, and went instead to 
Iran to Shah Isma'il II. He treated him with great regard and 
honour, and provided him with a suitable contingent for the proposed 
expedition. He had only reached Herat when the Shah died. The 
Mirza becoming despondent went to Qandahar, and made Muzaffar 
Husain his son-in-law. As, however, this scheme did not fructify, 
he went to Kabul and joined Mirza Muhammad Hakim. The 
latter wanted to proceed to Panjab and create a disturbance there. 
Mirza Suiaiman dissuaded him from this idea, and prevailed on him 
to accompany him on a march to Badakhshan. Mirza Shahrukh 
made preparations for a fight, but after a slight engagement some of 
the Badakhshls deserted and joined Mirza Suiaiman. Mirza Shahrukh 
suspecting his other followers also went away to Kulab. At last peace 
was arranged on the condition that the territory from Taliqiin to the 
Hindu Kush (Hindu Koh in text) which was Mirza Ibrahim’s fief 
would be made over’ to Mirza Suiaiman. For a time peace reigned 
in the area, and friendly relations were maintained, but sometimes 
owing to the machinations of evil-minded partisans differences would be- 

1 The long account of the intrigues in Badakhshan and the quarrels 
between Mirza Suiaiman and Shahrukh and the former’s coming over to India 
is taken almost verbatim from Akbaniama, III, Beveridge’s translation, pp. 211- 
222. 

2 Op. cit., p. 229, 

4 Op. cit., pp. 423-425. 


3 Op. at., p. 231. 
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come quite acute, but so long as the mother of Mlrza Shahrukh was alive, 
the differences were speedily smoothed. After the death of Khanum 
Begum, however, Mlrza Shahrukh behaved arrogantly, and so Mlrza 
Sulaiman went to ‘Abdullah Khan Ozbeg the ruler of Turan, in the 
hope that with his assistance, he would succeed in achieving his object. 
As lie had gone off on an expedition to Tashkand, the Mirza was 
received bv his father Sikandar Khan. But when the Mlrza discover¬ 
ed that ‘Abdullah Khan was deceitful, he hurriedly left the place. 
When he reached near Badakhshan, Mlrza Shahrukh came forward 
with humility, and offered that the earlier division of the territory be 
maintained. The Mlrza settled down being content with Kishm. 
‘Abdullah Khan hearing of the disagreements between the 
Mirzas and the unrest in the territory, came to Badakhshun in 
992 A.H. (1584 A.D.). The Mirzas abandoned the country without 
a fight 1 , and Mirza Shahrukh left for India. Mlrza Sulaiman, 
however, feeling ashamed at his earlier behaviour was not inclined to 
go to India. Mlrza Muhammad Hakim assigned him some villiagcs 
in the Lamghanat for his support, and sent him off there. After 
some time he sent hint with a force to Badakhshan. He was again 
defeated and returned. After Mirza Muhammad Hakim died, 
Mirza Sulaiman had perforce to go to India. Kanwar Man Singh, 
Governor of Kabul accompanied him as far as Peshawar. In the end 
of 31st year he reached the Capital. Prince Sultan Murad welcomed 
him and introduced him 5 at the Court. He was granced the rank 
of 5,000, and spent his days in comfort. In the year 997 A.H. 3 
(1589 A.D.), while the Emperor was away in Kashmir, he died at the 
age of 77 at Lahore. Ikbsbt (meaning beautiful, not Bakhshi as in 
the text) was the date of his birth (920 A.H., 1514 A.D.). He was 
distinguished for his courage and military skill. 


t Op. cit., p. 652. 

2 Op. cit., pp. 785, 786. 

3 Op. cit., pp. 836, 837. The date of his death is given there as 23rd 
June, 1589. 
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In the Maratha tribe he had the title of Nimbalkar. He became 
known with ShahjT Manik grandson of Anang Pal—who in the 15th 
year of Aurangzib’s reign was admitted into imperial service at the 
recommendation of Bahadur Khan Koka. Anang Pal was a leading 
Zamlnddr of the Deccan. The Raja under notice was at first in 
the service of Raja Shahfl, and was his general. In the time of 
Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf J.ih after the battle with Mubariz Khan, he 
entered imperial service, and received the rank of 7,000 and the 
estate of Blr and some estates of Sarkar Fatliabad in the province 
of Aurangabad, and the Pargana of Pathrl in Berar. He had 
3,000 horsemen. The year in which Nizam-ul-Mulk died, he 
also died a few months later in the same year, 1161 A.H. (1748 
A.D.). Later, when Niisir Jang the Martyr, proceeded towards 
Pondicherry, and came near his residence, I lanunat Rfto his son came 
out with a large force, and pitched his tents near those of the army of 
the Islam. Niisir Jang out of respect for his position went to visit 
him in his camp to offer condolence. He confirmed him in his rank, 
granted him the hereditary title, and the estates which his father had 
held. In the time of Salabae Jang, the title of Adbiraj was added to 
his name. In 1176 A.H. ^762-63 A.D.) he died. His younger 
son, who survived him, succeeded him. But as service was not of 
long duration (in that establishment), no settlement was made. After 
one or two years a small portion of his fief w'as left to him, and the 
rest confiscated. At the time of writing, his son, when he had attain¬ 
ed manhood, received the name of Dhanpat Rao, and some estates in 
Berar Stlba were given to him as his fief, but his affairs are in a 
disorganized state. 
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Sultan Khwaja Naqshbandl 

SULTAN KHWAJA NAQSHBANDT 
(Vol. II, pp. 379-396). 

His name was ‘Abdul ‘Azlm, and he was the son of Khwaja 
Khawand Dost, who was a disciple of Khwaja ‘Abdul Shahid son of 
Khwaja ‘Abdullah known as the Khwajgan-i-Khwaja, who was the son 
of Khwaja Nasir-ud-Dln Ahtar. When Khwaja ‘Abdul Shahid came 1 2 
to India from Samarkand, Emperor Akbar received him with respect 
and kindness, and presented him the Vargtina of Chamarl in the Panjab. 
The Khwaja lived there for many years. After eighteen years, how¬ 
ever, lie returned to Samarkand about the end of 982 A.H. (1574-75 
A.D.) and died in 984 A.H. (1576-77 A.D). Though Sultan 
Khwaja was not very learned, his learning and Sufism made him a 
favourite with the Lunperor. He had much influence and developed 
great intimacy with the Lunperor. When in the 21st year, 984 A.H. 
(1576-77 A.D.) Emperor Akbar resolved to go on a pilgrimage to 
the Hijaz, his courtiers represented that most wise men, whose opinion 
were worthv of consideration, had in regard to rulers—who had to 
dispense justice, and particularly when these noble Kings had to 
maintain by civil and military measures tranquillity and peace in their 
extensive territories—laid down that such pilgrimages could only be 
undertaken if life of their subjects would not in any w'ay be affected 
thereby. Accordingly, Emperor Akbar gave up the idea. As spiri¬ 
tual feelings had been aroused, he appointed Sultan Khwaja, who 
was an upright and expericnc«d officer, as the Amir lldj (Director of 
Pilgrimage), and made over to him six lakhs of rupees and twelve 
thousand robes, so that he could distribute presents in accordance with 
the rules of propriety to the deserving pilgrims. He was also ordered 
to enquire into the condition of and prepare a list of the recluses—who 

1 This, is .1 very mixed account. The short biographical notes of Khwaja 
‘Abdul Shahid, and Sultan Khwaja arc followed by a long account of Dtn-i-Ilahi 
or the Divine faith introduced by Akbar. 

2 Akbaritdma, Text, II, p. 127; Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 195, He 
came to India apparently in 968 A.H, (1561 A.D.), 
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owing to their devotion to spiritual pursuits could not follow any 
normal professions and handicrafts—and of other contented indigenes 
of that land. This was with a view to sending to that area every year 
a well qualified person from the Court for granting succour to the 
needy there. Many high and low joined the caravan for the journey 
to Hijaz; and perhaps few such large caravans had gone previously 
from India to that land 1 . 

The Khwaja returned in 986 A.H. (1578-79 A.D.) from that 
edifying journey, and having made his obeisance became the recipient 
of even greater favours. He was appointed 2 Sadr Kull (Chief Ecclesiasti¬ 
cal Officer), and given the rank of 1,000. In the 29th year, 992 
A.H. (1584 A.D.) he died 3 a natural death, and was buried in the 
area on the north side in the fort of Fathpur. After his death in the 
beginning of the 33rd 4 5 year, his daughter was married to Prince 
Daniyal, His son Mir Khwaja in the 46th year attained the rank 
of 300. 

In Dabistan of Mubaid it is stated that Sultan Khwaja was one 
of the Albian, or in other words, was one of the faith which was 
founded by Emperor Akbar, and which is known as the Dttt-i-llahl. 
At the time of his death he requested the Emperor not to bury him 
like the demons. As a result he was interred in a tomb with a 
special lamp, and a grill was fixed facing the Sun, so that the light 
thereof might obliterate his sins*. Stories like this do not find a 
place in trustworthy histories, and they cannot be accepted as there is 
no positive evidence for their veracity—what Shaikh Badayuni and his 

1 This account is taken from Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 192; Beveridges 
translation, III, pp. 269-271- See also the very helpful footnotes by the 
translator. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 263; translation, p. 382. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 437 ; translation, p. 655. He died on 25th July. 
1584 of "weakness of the stomach and heart.” 

4 The marriage took place in the 33rd and not the 30th year. See 
Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 528; Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 806. 

5 Dabistan (lith, edn,), p. 806. 
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like have stated either clearly or by innuendo must be disregarded as 
being due to bigotry and exaggeration. From what is stated in the 
biographies of the Chief Shaikhs in the work entitled Thamarat-ul- 
Qudtts by La'l 1 BCg—who was a Mansabddr under Emperor Akbar, 
and was connected with the Naqshbandi Order—it appears from the 
account of Sultan Khwaja that the above statements arc unreliable and 
not worthy of credence. It is stated “As at this time some new faiths 
were promulgated, and people wanted to make Haws and fissures in 
the Muhammadan Faith, they therefore determined that if one died 
they should, after the fashion of the fire-worshippers, have a window 
in his tomb facing the sun (East). For if the light of the Great 
Luminary—which is a Divine Light and the source of all other lights— 
does not shine on him, he would not attain Salvation. Some wicked 
persons wanted to do this with His Holiness (Sultan Khwaja), but as 
the Almighty God protects the (Naqshbandi) Order, no one was able 
to carry it out. He was carried to the grave and buried according 
to the rules of the Sunnat. 

In these pages something has been said on the subject (of Divmc 
Faith or Dfn-i-Ilahi) wherever it was appropriate, but this has always 
been done with reserve. Here we propose to allow our pen full license, 
and let it rush over the pages at full gallop. Emperor Akbar 
from his early youth was fond of, nay enamoured of Indian customs 
and institutions, either because of a natural inclination or from motives 
of policy. For example, he let his hair grow, and when after a long 
time he wanted to shave, he remarked that he had adopted the other 
practice with a view to conciliating the natives of India, but as this 
was no longer necessary he was going to shave. Although he laboured 
to exalt the ‘Ulemas and the chief Shaikhs, and made current the 
tenets of Islam, yet as a result of his broad-mindedness and toleration 


1 It has not been possible to identify the work 'fbarnardt-ul-Qtidus by 
La'l Beg, A La'l Beg is mentioned in Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 363, but no 
indication is given that he was the author of such a biographical work. 
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he sat with the Brahmans and Yogis, and adopted their invocations 
and practices. Later, when he was charged with impiety and infide¬ 
lity, he, in order to blind the common people, deemed it right to do 
something in accordance with the tenets of the Faith. Accordingly, 
he announced his intention of going on a pilgrimage, appointed a Mir 
Haj every year, and also celebrated the birthday of the Prophet—May 
the peace of God be on him and his family! And in the 23rd year 
in imitation of the Prophet, and of the Caliphs and the Princes of 
Islam he himself cook up the post of the preacher, and ascended the 
pulpit in the Jama' Mosque of Fathpur. As he was not acquainted 
with Arabic, or for some other reason, he recited these lines composed 
by Shaikh Faidl by way of a sermon: — 

Verses 

The Lord has bestowed on me the Sovereignty, 

And has given me a wise heart and a strong arm, 

He has guided me in equity and in justice; 

And removed from my thoughts every thing but equity; 

His description surpasses human understanding; 

Great is His power, Allahu Akbar'. 

Some historians have stated that when he entered the pulpit, he 
stammered and trembled, and that in great agitation he closed the 
Friday prayers by reciting the above verses. He wanted to introduce 
innovations in all affairs and also desired to make current novel 
practices in religious observances, but as he realised that the introduc¬ 
tion of principles different from the SharT'at laws might upset tran¬ 
quillity and harmony in public affairs, at the suggestion of the learned 
‘Ulemas who knew his disposition, and whose head was GhazI Kh an 
BadakhshT, they all agreed in the 2qth year, 977 A.H. (1569 A.D.) 


1 For this account see Akbarnima, Text, III, pp. 270, 271, See also 
Badayimi’s account in Muntakhab-nt-Tawafikh, Lowe’s translation. II, pp. 
276, 277 on which apparently the next paragraph of the note is based. 
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to the decree that the rank of a just sovereign was higher than that 
of a Mhjtahid (Spiritual Director), and that the reigning Caliph 
(i.e. Akbar) was just, pious and virtuous, A document was drawn up 
and attested by several learned men to the effect that whatever 
Emperor Akbar ruled in disputed points should be regarded as Divine, 
and that the submission thereto was incumbent on all men 1 . Accor¬ 
dingly, this has been described in the notice 2 of the Sadr ShaikR 
‘Abdul Nabi. 

As Emperor Akbar developed an earnest desire to investigate the 
various faiths and religions of mankind, it was not long before the 
royal assembly had in it representatives of all faiths and religions. 
The learned of all religions gathered there, and toleration and for¬ 
bearance were extended to all of them. Each one of them expounded 
the tenets of his faith without fear of persecution, and the good and 
bad points of each were freely discussed. Every one reviled and 
abused the religions of other people. The Jew, the Nazarene, the 
Sunni, the Shi'a, the Fire-worshippers, the Brahmans and the Muha¬ 
mmadans disputed with one another. And—God forgive us—they 
even spoke disparagingly and disrespectfully of the great prophets and 
Imams. The altercations developed to such an extent that the 
‘Ulemas and theologians of Islam fell out among themselves and 
accused one another o) infidelity. Hakim Filsfi said that there were 
wise men in all religions, and why should one be preferred to another. 
One should obey the great Spirit of Reason—which is the ruler and 
arbiter between the good and the bad —and should not give heed to 
fantastic stories. The house of tradition had decayed. A Zoroastrian 
Ardsher was sent for from Iran, and he brought fire with him. 
Emperor Akbar regarded it as the Divine Fire, and entrusted its charge 
to Abul Fadl. He was to look after it according to the practice in 

1 For the text of this document see Badayuni, Lowe’s translation, II, 
pp. 278-280, This happened in 987 A.H. and not 977 A.H. as is wrongly 
stated in the text. 

2 MiatJnr-ttl-Umara, Text, II, pp, 560-564; Beveridge’s translation, I, 
pp, 41-44- 
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the fire-temples of Iran. An order was aho sent to Adar (Adhar) 
Kaivan, who was the head of the fire-worshippers of Persia. He 
excused himself, but sent a book composed by himself, which con¬ 
tained praises of angels and the constellations, and also comprised 
rules and observances. It was divided into fourteen chapters. Every 
line of it was pure Persian, but by changing the diacritical marks it 
became Arabic, and when these were inverted they became Turkish 
and when the vowels were altered, it became 1 Hindi (Sanskrit). 
Shaikh Abul Fadl used to say that this book was superior to Qur'an. 
No weight whatsoever was attached to the sciences of the Law and 
the Traditions. Men devoted themselves to philosophy, mathe¬ 
matics, medicine, astronomy, poetry, and history. Orders were issued 
to the provinces to restrain the laity from (religious? ) studies. 
They were to pay reverence to the Great Luminary, which is the 
benefactor of the Shamasiyan, who believe in the spiritual and 
physical benefits thereof (?) and regard the offering of thanks to it 
as a spiritual and material bliss. At the instigation of Raja Birbal 
Emperor Akbar regularly repeated invocations to and names of the 
Sun in Hindi and Persian, and he regarded the time of transit of the 
Sun from one sign to another, and especially its transit into Aries as 
auspicious. In the same manner regarding the combinations of other 
wandering stars—which receive their light from the Sun—as auspi¬ 
cious and harbingers of good fortune at specific times, he established 
fourteen festivals* in the year. On the recommendation of Amir 
Fath Ullah ShlrazI, 3 the most learned man of the age, he abandoned 

x Dabistan, p. 4 i°i on which this account of Kaivan’s work is based. 
Apparently the meaning is that when the letters or vowel points were changed, 
the Turkish became Hindi. 

2 For a detailed account see Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 1013; Beveridge’s 
translation, II, pp. 19-24, In this list only 13 festivals are given, but Baday uni’s 
account on which Maatfars notice is based has fourteen, sec Lowe’s translation, 
op. cit., p. 316. 

3 Madthir-ul-Umard, Text, I, pp. 100-105; Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
543-546- The llahi Era was introduced in 992 A.H. (1584 A.D.) "its first 
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the Arabian calendar (Hijrl Era) and adopted the solar year and 
months after the Iranian fashion. He forbade the slaughter of cattle, and 
as there were Qadis for the disposal of cases among the Muhammadans, 
learned Brahmans were appointed to settle the cases of the Hindus. 
As every order issued by him was by way of distinction headed 
with the title of llabl (Divine), he gathered the cream of all religions 
and systems, and designated the result as Dln-i-Ildht (Divine Faith). 
A number of recluses and men of the world adopted this religion, 
and said strange things. They also stated that this collecting and 
selecting was a Divine work. This erring faction called Akbar 
“God’s Vicar” and gave out that it had been ordained that they 
should say, “There is no God but Allah, and Akbar is the Vicar of 
Allah.” 

It is related that when on the eve of Sunday, 5th Rajab 1 949 
A.H. (15th October, 1542 A.D.), Akbar was born at Amarkot, one 
of the wise men saw in a vision that the Universal Reason (‘ Aqlkull) 
came down with Universal Sense (Nafas hull), and after moulding a 
form, which was composed of the excellences of the four elements, 
made it over to Emperor Humayun. Thus it is written in the story 
of Alanqawa 3 that some were inspired in a dream, and that the Lord 
of Humanity—who is called in Turkish Kush Khan—came to her 
spiritually, and that without copulation she by the Holy spirit became 


year being the year of Emperor’s accession, viz., nine hundred and sixty 
three ”—vide Badayuni Lowe's translation, op. cit., p. 316. 

1 This is the date according to AbCil Fadl, sec AkbarnUma, Text, I, p. 
18; Beveridge’s translation, I, p 54. In the regard to the controversy regarding 
the name of the place Amirkfit and the date of Akbar’s birth see Vincent 
Smith, Akbar, the Great Mogul, p. 14 (1919) and Indian Antiquary, XLIV, 
pp. 234-244 (1915), and B. De*s translation of Tabaqdt i-Akbar't, II, p. 88, 
footnote z and pp. 89, 90, footnote 4. Also see Hidayat Hos,tin’s edition of 
Tadbkira-i-HiimJyun wi Akbar of Bayazid Biyat, p. 46, note 2. 

2 For Alanqawa’s story see Akbarnarrfa, Text, I, j>. 12; Beveridge’s 
translation, I, p. 37, note 2. 
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pregnant. Accordingly, all the sons of Buzunjar Qaan 1 who arc 
called Nairun, a were procreated from angles. 

The Iliihl Sect have stated that Emperor Akbar had the power of 
quitting his body, and that on one occasion he in the night watches 
passed beyond the heavens in a spiritual body, and that his spirit 
became commingled with the Wahid Akbar —The Great absolute one— 
a phrase which in their language means the Divine Person. God said: 
“Between Me and others Gabriel is the intermediary, between Me and 
thee there is no one,” and He bade him put an end to the disputes of 
the world. Akbar said that he could not accomplish this without in¬ 
flicting punishment, and that this he could not inflict, but that he 
would be a guide as far as he could be means of gentleness and tender¬ 
ness. Then God said, “Tliou art the exponent of my love, others are 
the exponents of my wrath.” And numerous examples of such non¬ 
sense and absurdities have been made current. Most of them were 
Yogis and Sanyasis, and some Muhammadans, who affected a 
change in their ways. They adopted him as their leader and called 
him the Jagat Guru, and the miracles stated to have been performed by 
the Emperor Akbar were considered by them as the demonstrations 
(Bttrhin) of his power. 

Shaikh ‘AllamI has related in his history that in the 8th month 
after Akbar’s birth JijT Anaga was suckling him. She appeared sad and 
depressed owing to the opposition of Maham Anaga and several others. 
Ac this time when no one was present, Akbar spoke soothingly 
to her, and gave her joyful news; he, however, charged her not 
to tell the secret to any one. J'lji Anaga remained in state of great 
exultation, but told no one. At last, one day when Emperor Akbar 
was hunting at Delhi, and was in the neighbourhood of Palarn, a huge 
snake appeared in his path. Without hesitation, Akbar seized it by 
the tail and overpowered it. Yusuf Muhammad Khan Koka came and 
told the marvel to his mother Jljl Anaga. She revealed what she had 

i Op. cit., Text, p. 67; translation, pp. 183, 184. On p. 37, in note 
2 his name is given as Budantsar Mong Khan. 

a Op. cit., Text, p. 72, translation, p. 192. 
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kept secret, and said that it was no wonder if one who had performed 
a Messiah-like miracle in his infancy should perform a Moses-likc 
marvel in his full age. The Shaikh adds that while he heard these 
stories from other people, these were also confirmed by me from that 
chaste lady (Jlji Anaga) 1 2 herself. 

It is also related in the Dabistan 1 that the author had been told 
by Mirza Shah Muhammad Khan known as Ghaznin Khan son of 
Shah Beg Khan Khan Dauran that he had asked Mirza ‘Aziz Koka 
about what had been said regarding Akbar having spoken (in his 
infancy). The Mirza replied that his mother used to say that the 
story was true. And Shaikh ‘Allainl has seated: ‘‘Why shall radiance 
of the light of grandeur and magnificence be not patent in the 
illustrious forehead of Emperor Akbar which is the repository of the 
light of sovereignty and the storehouse of the treasure of Divine Power. 
This very Light was reflected in the victories of Babur, and became 
resplendent in the remarkable conquests of Sahib Qiran (Timur). It 
was the same light which sparkled in the princely pearls developed in 
the Oysters in Alanqawa’s Ocean of chastity. Aghur Khan flourished 
in the resplendence of the same light. The same Light has shed its 
lustre in varying degrees from Adam to Nuh. It is not possible for 
any one to detail the miraculous properties and influences of this 
wonderful light. All cannot distinguish it, nor are they able to probe 
into its mysteries”. It should, however, be evident that if an attribute 
were universally present, all descendants would inherit it from their 
ancestors. But the unique faculty and attribute recorded by the 
Shaikh is another matter. May God protect us! 

It is stated in the Dabistan that in the year 1000 A.H. (1591-92 
A.D.) it was brought to Emperor Akbar’s notice by Alhian that one 

1 This account of miraculous manifestations by Akbar during his infancy 
and in later year is taken almost verbatim from Akbarnama, Text, I. pp. 186- 
188; Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 384-386. 

2 Dabistan, p, 390. The author states that he heard the story at Lahore 
in 1053 A.H. (1643 A.D.) from Ghaznin I£han. For Ghaznin j^han see in the 
account of his father Shah Beg Khan Aghun Madthir-ul-UmarS, Text, II, p. 645 - 
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thousand years of chc Hijrl Era had expired, and that like Shah Isma'll 
Safavi he should now extirpate his opponents by strong measures. He 
replied that he was working for tranquillity, and hoped that his prin¬ 
ciples would be generally accepted by men’s goodwill, and that they 
would not by force and fear of sword be coerced into accepting Din i- 
Ilabt. Mir Sharif Amuli 1 brought forward proofs from the writings 
of Mahmud Khan showing that in the year 950 A.H. (1582 A.D.) a 
person (Shakhs) would arise who would introduce the true religion. 
He interpreted this to mean Akbar, for Shakhs 2 is equal to 990. 
Hakim Flriiz-ud-Dln recited this quotation of Nasir Khusrau‘\ 

Quatrain 

In 999 according to the decree of Fate 

The Stars from all directions shall meet together 

In the year of Leo, the month of Leo, and the day of Leo, 

The Lion of God will stand forth from behind the curtain. 

He also said that when he saw Nasir Khusiau in a vision, he 
asked him who the Lion of God was? He replied: Jalal-ud-Dln 
Muhammad Akbar, Khwaja Maulana of Shiraz, the Divine ( Jafardan ) 
brought a pamphlet by some Sharlfs from Mecca to the effect that 
according to true traditions seven thousand years of the world’s existence 
had passed, and now was the time for the appearance of the promised 
Mahdl 4 . He also said that he saw in a vision the Prophet of God 
standing in the Ka'ba while Jalal-ud-Dln was sitting there. He asked 
the reason and was told that it was now his (Akbar’s) turn, and that 
the Lord of the Age and Master of Laws was Jalal-ul-Akbar. The 
author of the Dabistdn Mubadi also says'' that he heard from Ahmad 

1 See MadtDr-ul-Umard, Text, III, pp. 285-290, translation anted, pp, 
811-816. 2 According to Abjad. 

3 A Persian poet of the fifth century of Hijra. See Blochmann's transla¬ 
tion of A’in, I (2nd edn.) p. 199, note 2; a translation of the quatrain referred 
to is also given on tile same page. Perhaps H.ikim Firuz is the Firuza Kabuli of 
Badayuni, op. cit., p. 186. 

4 Based on Badayuni Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh. II, Lowe’s translation, 

p. 295. 5 I have not found this passage in Dabistdn. 
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Toqbal—wbo was one of tbe Chief servants of Khan A'zam—that 
when novelties (in religious practices) were promulgated and vain 
foundations made current, the Mlrza out of religious bigotry departed 
from Gu|arat for Ka'ba in 100. A. 11 . (1593 A.D.). In 1002 A.H. 
(1594 A.D.) he offered his homage at Lahore and embraced the Divine 
Faith, The reason for this was that one night 111 the Ka l ba he saw 
in a vision that the Apostle said, “The Ka‘ba is the husk, and Akbar 
the kernel. This is a house and he is the householder”. Still he 
did not propose to return (to India). It happened that one night he 
beheld in a vision that He (?thc Apostle) said to him, “You will not 
depart with honour.” The Sharifs started behaving badly to him, 
and so he was obliged to return and to adopt what he had fled from. 
Hence it is that: Badayunt has said, “The going of Mlrza was good, 
but his coming back was not so.” An amusing story is told of him 
to the effect that after Emperor Akbar’s death he spoke lightly of 
him. When they questioned him about it he said, “There is no 
doubt about Akbar’s greatness, but I am Akbar’s Abu Jahl 1 ( Advo- 
catus diaboli).” 

Finally when the Alhis became too obstreperous, Emperor Akbar 
confined himself to instructing some special persons. The confusion 
of faith consisted in acknowledging one God and in honouring those 
near him, such as the angels and the planets, abstaining from injuring 
living things of all types, and from evil, and the behaving without 
bigotry to all sects. The highest point was to be loyal to their bene¬ 
factor to the extent of sacrificing four things, Property, Life, Honour 
and Religion. Dhulhqar ArdistanI whose nom-de-plume is Mubad 
has mentioned in his Dabistdn several of the tenets of this religion. 
His book is a collection of the doctrines of the I lindus, the Magis 
and of the sects of Islam. Though at the present day no one avowedly 
belongs to this religion, and also 111 Akbar’s time no one except certain 
privileged persons were instructed in it, Khan Khanan Mirza ‘Abdur 


1 See Hughes Dictionary of Islam , p. 8 where he is described as “An 
implacable adversary of Muhammad’’. 
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Rahim sought an interview and vehemently urging said, “I too am 
an lliht slave.” The Emperor assented and on the eve of the ‘Ashii- 
ra l (ioth Muharram) gave him the loving Cup. He also one day 
said to Mir Sadr Jahan Mufti 2 , “In your heart is the thought ‘There is 
Muhammadanism in the. religion which the Sovereign is introducing? 
why don’t you therefore adopt the llahl religion”? Sadr Jahan fell 
at his feet, and said, “For three days I had this thought, but I men¬ 
tioned it to no one. For if he is the true exponent of the Sun, he 
will speak of his own accord. God be praised that this has happened.” 
With his two sons he embraced the Divine Religion. Now-a-days 
the religion has been forgotten in this part of the world, for which 
God be praised! Shaikh * Miami has written at length on the subject 
in the Akbamama *; a summary of it is given here. One group of 
people charged that Unique of God’s servants, who is the glory of this 
race, with claiming the Godhead. Apparently they were led into the 
error by the circumstances that some of the leaders of the concord— 
who were of the school of Naslr, and had the enthusiasm of Husain 
son of Mansur—recognized and spoke of the Khediv of spirituality 
as the “witness of God” ( Mazhar-i-Haqq ). The occupant of the 
throne of Fortune in view ofi the principle of “Peace with all” (Suluh 
kult) did not in any way rebuke the idle talkers and the distracted 
individuals. Some of them conjectured that the Prince of the age had 
the desire of claiming to be the prophet of the incomparable Deity. 
The proof of this imagination was that the Shahinshah was always 
introducing noble laws, and pointing out the discrepancies in the 
doubtful statements of the ancients. When the fact of the foolish 
calk of these two factions came to the Emperor’s hearing, he said 
repeatedly, “How could it enter the narrow thoughts of the ignorant 

t See Hughes Dictionary of Islam, p. 25 for Asbiira. It is the ioth 
clay of Muharram, and is observed as a voluntary day of fasting. 

2 For Sadr Jahan see Badayuni, Text, III, pp. 141,142; Haig’s translation, 
III, pp. 198-200, and note 3 on p. 198. 

3 The following account is extracted almost verbatim from Akbarnama, 
Text, III, pp. 271-273; Beveridge’s translation, III, pp. 397-400. 
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that recent creatures belonging to a dependent existence and of feeble 
intellect should ascribe to themselves a share in Divinity? And mem¬ 
bers of the leaders of humanity—who by thousands of miracles have 
expounded the prophetic office—have come into the world. Have 
times changed and cycles elapsed that an opinion like this should be 
cherished and generally accepted, and the dust of unbelief be not yet 
laid. How could such a notion find a place in my mind.” Another 
set of them imagined that the Prince of Horizons regarded with dis¬ 
favour the Muhammadan religion. The sole evidence for this was 
that the wise sovereign one of tolerant disposition, general benevolence 
and all-embracing majesty received all classes of mankind with affec¬ 
tion. In regard to religious matters and spiritual doctrines he 
searched for evidence from die sages of all religions and the ascetics 
of all faiths. Above all, at the time when Lhe Christian philosophers 
assailed the orthodox (Muttafiqqhdn) of the day in the sublime assem¬ 
blies, people became very suspicious (regarding Akbar’s religious 
beliefs). This was in spice of the tact that the honour and respect 
which this appreciative personality always extended to the family of 
the Prophet had rarely been found in the case of other monarchs. 
Many of the Saiyids had been raised to high offices. Nor did he 
permit that any member of this family should lay his head on the 
holy feet, or rub his forehead on che threshold of fortune. Another 
set accused that candid believer of Shi'aism—The cause of stumbling 
of this set was that in the sublime assemblies the arguments of two 
sects, like those of other sects, were discussed; and the wise Emperor 
from equity and truth selected without any bias what was preferable. 


Verse 

When a statement is well supported by argument, 

It is unfortunate, if you do not listen to it. 

The favour shown to the Iranians, most of whom belonged to that 
sect (Shia‘), increased the suspicion, and the favour extended to the 
Turanians as a matter of routine remained hidden to the bigoted eyes 
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of that set. Another faction reproached the Caravan-leader of the 
God-knowing with being of che Brahman (Hindu) religion. The 
ground for this improper notion was that this experienced monarch 
as a result of his very tolerant and catholic nature had received Hindu 
sages into his intimacy, and for political and administrative reasons 
increased the ranks of Hindus and for the good of the country had 
shown them kindness. Three things supported the gossips of the 
evil minded : (1) For the increase of knowledge sages of all religions 
were allowed in the royal assemblies, and as each religion has some 
good in it, each received some praise. Out of a spirit of justice the 
bad practices of any sect could not weave a veil over its merits, (ii) 
The dictum of “Peace with All” was honoured at the court of the 
Caliphate, and different tribes of mankind of various natures gained 
spiritual and material success, (lii) The evil nature and crooked ways 
of the base ones of the Age. So ends che narrative. 

It will be clear to the judicious that whatever is written above is 
taken from the writings of the Shaikh. He lays great stres on the 
fact that the root cause of that breadth of religious opinions and of 
the maxim of “Peace with All” was that all classes of mankind [lit. 
the humid and the dry) might be treated with forbearance. Good 
God ! The management of worldly affairs—which are not eternal—is 
regarded of such importance that no individual can venture to have 
an independent opinion (i.e. different from that of the Emperor), In 
the affairs of Faith, which are of greater consequence, dissembling 
and connivance have no other foundation than levity and indiffer¬ 
ence 1 . 


i Apparently the author as a strict Muhammadan could not look with 
favour on toleration in religious observances, and regarded it as the result of 
laxity and indifference. 
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(MTRZA SULTAN SAFAVI 
(Vol. HI. pp. 581-583). 

He was the younger brother of Mlrza Naudhar 1 of Qandahiir and 
the son-in-law of Islam Khan MashhadI 2 . When during the reign of 
Emperor Shah Jahan, the latter was appointed Governor of the provinces 
in the Deccan, Mlrza Sultan was promoted to the rank of 1,000 foot 
with 400 horse, and sent with the said Khan. After the death of 
Islam Khan he returned to the Court, and was gratified by an increase 
in his rank. In the 24th year, he, in succession to Mlrza Murad 
Kam his cousin, was appointed QUrbegl (Keeper of the Arsenal), and 
served in this post for a long time. When in the 30th year Prince 
Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur was deputed to chastise ‘Add Shah 
and to devastate Ins country, and an auxiliary army was sent under 
the command of Mu'azzam Khan Mir Jumla, Mlrza Sultan was also 
promoted to the rank 3 of 3,000 foot with 1,500 horse, and deputed 
with the forces. When, at the instance of Dara Shikoh, the auxiliary 
army returned, the Mlrza—who through the favours of the Prince 
(Aurangzib) had developed sincere bonds of service for him—did not 
leave him but stayed back in Aurangabad. When about the same 
time the march to Upper India was arranged as a matter of urgent 
necessity. Prince Muhammad Mu'azzam was appointed Governor of 
the Deccan, and Aurangzib raising the rank of the Mlrza to 4,000 
foot with 2,000 horse by an increase of 1,000 foot with 500 horse, 
sent him back front Phulherl to Aurangabad to" 1 serve loyally with the 
prince. Afterwards when the flag of ‘Alamglr’s fortune rose from 
the sky of the Khilafat, and the thorn of the enemies was uprooted, 
so that the small and great flourished under its shelter, Mlrza Sultan 

1 See Alaatbir- nl- U mar a, text, III, pp. 555 " 557 l translation tinlea, pp. 

388, j8y. 

a Op. tit., pp. 162-167. Beveridge & l’ra.shad’s translation, I, 
pp. 674-696. 

} ‘Amal Salth, III, p.236. 

4 ‘Alamgirnama, p 46 . 
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hastened to the Courc form the Deccan, and did homage 1 . In the 
9th year, he was granted an increase of 1,000 horse in his rank, and 
was appointed 2 * to accompany Prince Muhammad Mu'azzam, who, 
on receipt of the news that Shah ‘Abbas, II was coming to invade 
India, was hurriedly sent to Kabul. The prince had not yet left 
Lahore when news was received that the Shah of Iran had died of quinsy 
(■ Khttndq ). In the beginning of the 101I1 year the. Khan returned in 
attendance on the prince and did homage' 1 . At this time che prince 
was appointed to the government of the Deccan — which indeed was 
his appanage, and from where he had come to the Court in the end of 
the 8th year in obedience to summons. At the time the Deccan had 
been given to the charge of Raja jai Singh, who was engaged in 
chastising ‘Add Shah, and who was asked as hitherto to carry on the 

government. Mirza Sultan was granted a lobe of honour, and 

permitted to go to Ins assignment in order that after settling the 
affairs there he might proceed to the Dcccan to serve 4 with the prince. 

He spent a long time there. The year of his death is not recorded, 

but he probably died in the Deccan, for his tomb is situated outside 
Aurangabad near Jaisinghpura on the road to the fort of Daulatabfid. 
His son was Mirza Sadr-ud-Dln Muhammad’ 1 Mian BakhshI whose 
account has been written separately. 

RAO SOR BH 0 RT 1 YA 
(Vol. II, pp. 211-212). 

He was the son of Rai Rill Singb/Ratbor, the Zammdar of Bikanlr. 
By the end of the reign of Emperor Jahangir he had been promoted to 
the rank of 3,000 with 2,000 horse. In the 1st year of Emperor 
Shah Jahan’s reign when he came to do homage, his rank was advanced 

1 This was in the 5th year of the reign, see 'Ahimgirnama, p. 873. 

2 Op. cit., p. 976. 3 Op. at., p, 1031. 3 Op. cit., p. 1038. 

5 I lis name in the account is Mirza Shah Nawaz Khan .Safavi, see Maithir- 
ul-Umura, Text, III, pp. 692-693; translation itntca, pp. 772, 773. 

6 Miuithir-itl-Umara, "lext, II, pp. 138-153; translation antca , pp. 566-571. 
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ro 4,000 with 2,500 horse, and he was honoured with the gift of a 
flag and a drum 1 . He was deputed 2 * against Nadhr Muhammad 
Khan—who had advanced with an army on Kabul—with Mahabat 
Khan Khan Khilnan. As Nadhr Muhammad Khan had retreated 
from that territory before their arrival, they also, in accordance with 
orders, returned. Later he proceeded 2 with ‘Abdullah Khan Bahadur 
to punish Juihar Singh, who because of some groundless suspicion 
had fled from the Court. In the and year he was deputed against 
Khan Jahan LbdT who had left Akbarubad (Agra) through the currency 
of some baseless whispers. In the 3rd year he was granted an increase 
of 500 horse, and sent 4 * witli Shayista Khan in one of the three armies 
which were appointed to devastate the territory of the Nizam-ul-Mulk. 
In the battle near Blr, when A'zam Khan attacked Khan Jahan Lodi, 
he rendered good service. In the 4th year of the reign, correspond¬ 
ing to 1040 A.H., 1630-31 A.D., he died. The Emperor promoted 
his son Karan to the rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse, and granted 
him the Jagtr of his homeland Bikanir with the title of Rao. Satr 
.Sal another son had the rank of 500 with 200 horse’. A separate 
biography 6 7 of Rao Karan has been given. 

(RAJA) SORAJ MAL 
(Vol. II, pp. 176-175). 

He was the eldest son of Raja 1 Basu. As his unseemly behaviour 
and turbulent nature brought about a rupture between the son and 
the father, the Raja, owing to a suspicion which was strengthened by 

1 Badsbahnima , I, pt. i, p. no. 

2 Op. cit., p, 212. 3 Of - c ' t "> P- 2 4 2 - 

4 Op. cit., pp. 295,296. 

5 His death, and the ranks and jagirs granted to his sons are recorded in 

the same work. op. cit., p. 39H. 

6 Maathir-ul-Um/ira , Text, II. pp. 287-291; Beveridge & Ptashad’s 

translation, I, pp. 764-766. 

7 Maathir-nl Umar3, Text, II, pp. 157-160; Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 
39 2 ' 394 - 
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his improper actions, at last put him in prison. On his father’s 
death—as there was no other worthy son among the progeny— 
Emperor Jahangir for the sake of the management of the Zamtnddrt 
and the guarding of that territory, granted him the title of Raja and 
the rank of 2,000, and bestowed on him — without his having to share 
these with any other relations—the estates of the entire Zamtnddrt 
and the treasures and goods which his father had accumulated over 
a period of many 1 years. He was deputed 2 with Murtada Khan 
Shaikh Farid who was appointed to capture the Kangra fort. When 
through the Shaikh’s exertions the garrison were hard pressed, and 
Suraj Mai saw that victory was at hand, he adopted a non-cooperative 
and obstructive attitude and started intrigues and strifes with the 
men of the said Khan. Murtada Khan reported to the Court that 
signs of rebelliousness and bad will were apparent from the behaviour 
of Suraj Mai. As the presence of a capable leader such as Murtada 
Khan with a large force in that hilly area would not permit of the 
success of Suraj Mai’s plans of disorder and sedition, he wrote to 
Prince Shah Jahan to the effect that Murtada Khan at the instigations 
of selfish persons was not on good terms with him, and was seeking 
to discredit him by accusing him of various offences including sedition. 
He, therefore, prayed that in order to save the unfortunate servant 
from destruction and to preserve him, he might be recalled to the 
Court. About the same time, in the beginning of the iithyear, 
Murtada Khan died, and the conquest of the fort was delayed. Suraj 
Mai was summoned 3 in accordance with the recommendation of the 
prince, and was received with favour. About the same time he was 
deputed 4 under the said prince to the Deccan expedition, and on his 
return from there he as a result of various influences was appointed 5 
Caretaker for the conquest of Kangra. Though his re-appointment 


1 TUxttk-i -1 abangirt (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation), II, pp. 54, 55. 

2 Of. cit., I, p. 283. 

3 Of. cit., p. 311, but his name is misprinted as Suraj Singh. 

4 Of. cit., p. 337. 5 Op. cit., pp. 388,389. 
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to that hill country was an injudicious and careless decision, yet as that 
affair had been assigned to the prince, the latter sent him there under 
the command of his own BakhshI Shah QulT Khan Muhammad Taqi. 
As soon as his desire was achieved, he started to give trouble to Shah 
Qull IChan, and sent a representation to the prince stating that he 
found it impossible to get on with the commander, and that the 
latter would not be able to achieve success. If another commander 
was nominated in his place, the fort would be easily conquered. 
Consequently Shah Qull Khan was recalled to the Court, and Raja 
Bikramajit 1 —who was a leading officer of the realm—was sent there 
witli a fresh force. 

Suraj Mai taking advantage of the interval upto the time of 
arrival of the Raja, at first gave leave to large numbers of imperial 
servants on the ground that their equipment as a result of long service 
had become useless, and that they should therefore hurry back to their 
assignment, and till the arrival of the Raja re-equip themselves Then 
lie showed open signs of rebellion and extended the hand of oppres¬ 
sion. He attacked many of the Parganas of the Daman-i-Koh (valley) 
—which were in the assignment of I‘timud-ud-Daulah, and took 
possession of whatever cash and goods he could find there. Saiyid 
Safi Barah and other auxiliaries—who in spite of having been granted 
leave had not yet left for their laglrs —stood firm together with their 
relations, and were martyred. Some were wounded and others found 
safety in flight 2 . 

When in the end of the 13th year Raja BikramajTt arrived in that 
territory, that unscrupulous diplomat (Suraj Mai) sought to spin out 
the time by flattery and vulpine tricks. The Raja, who was fully 
cognisant of the true position, paid no heed to his talks and bravely 
went forward. Suraj Mai because of ill luck and not being able to 
solve the weighty problem, very courageously and bravely started to 

1 Tiizuk-i-labangiri (Rogers & Beveridge's translation), 11 , pp, 25,26, and 

55.5C 

2 Op. cit., pp. 56,57, 
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fighc. In a short struggle large numbers of his men were killed and 
he took to flight. The forts of Man’ and Mahrl on whose impregna¬ 
bility he had relied were reduced without much trouble, and the 
territory which he had inherited from his ancestors was taken possession 
of by the imperial forces. In his wretched flight he sought shelter 
in ravines which were difficult of access, and lived dishonoured and 
discredited 1 . In this state of vagrancy he died and went to hell. 

(RAJA) SURAJ SINGH RATHOR 
(Vol. II, pp. 179-183). 

He was a son of Udai Singh 2 alias the Moca (fat) Raja, son of 
Maided Zamindar of Marwar. Marwar is a district of the province 
of Ajmer; it is 100 kos long and 60 broad, and the Sarkars Ajmlr, 
Jodhpur, Sirohl, Nagor, and Bikanir arc included in it. The Ral was 
one of the influential Rajas of India, and was famed for the number 
of his troops and their equipment. It is stated that when Mu‘izz-ud- 
Din Sam after disposing of Pichora went to fight with Jai Chand, the 
Raja of Qannauj, the latter took to flight, but was drowned in the 
Ganges which was in flood. His descendants fell on evil times. 
Sahiya, lus brother’s son was in Shamsabad, and he too with many 
others went to annihilation. Three sons of his Sutlk, Asothama and 
Uchcha went off to Gujarat, and rested for a while in Pall near Sojat. 
At the time people of the Mina tribe came to plunder the inhabitants 
who were Brahmans, the sons came forward, fought bravely and 
defeated the Minas. The Brahmans converted them, and washed oil 
the dust of distress. When they had collected materials, they took 
possession, by their expeditious movement, of the country of Kher 
from the Gohal tribe. Sutlk separated and captured Idar from the 
Minas, while Uchcha went to Baglana and took that territory from the 
Kolis; their progeny settled down in these areas. Asothama remained 
in Marwar, and his descendants gradually rose to importance. Ral 

1 Op. cit., pp. 74,75. 

2 See Blochmann’s translation of A'iu, 1 (rnd cdn.), pp. 474, 475 - 
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Matd £5 was the 16th descendant. After his death Chandar Sen his 
younger son became his successor. In the 15th year of Emperor 
Akbar’s reign, the Emperor came to Ajmir, and after performing a 
pilgrimage to the shrine (of Mu‘In-ud-Dln ChishtI), he went off 
to Nagor, and concentrated his attention on the settlement of that 
territory. Chandar S 5 n waited upon him 1 there. In the 19th year 
when his rebellious intentions were reported, a number of officers were 
sent against him. Kalii, his brother’s son, who was in the city of 
Sojat, being harassed by the pursuing force submitted, and joined the 
imperial forces. When the royal army after the conquest of Mahe- 
swara engaged in the siege of Slwana 2 , another army was detailed to 
chastise Chandar Ssn; he, however, retreated into the hilly country. 
In the 2tst year, Kala, his brother’s son, collected a force, and streng¬ 
thened the fort of Wankiir. Shahbaz Khan Kambii attacked and 
captured the fort 3 . In the 25th year, when Chandar Sfn stirred up 
strife, he was defeated by Payanda Khan Mughal, who with other 
fief-holders had been appointed to chastise 4 5 6 him. But Udai Singh 
alias the Mota Raja put the ring of servitude in his car, and gave his 
daughter Manmarl in marriage to Sultan Salim; Sultan Khurram 
(Shah Jahan) was her 3 child. After that Udai Singh was greatly in 
royal favour, and was exalted by the grant as Jdgir of his homeland, 
the territory of Jodhpur. In the 23rd year, he went with Sadiq Khan 
to chastise Raja Madhukar Bundda. In the 28th year he was deputed 
with Bairam Mian’s son Mlrza Khan to settle Gujarat and put down 
Muzaffar Khan Gujarati. In the 38th year he was appointed 0 to 
chastise the Zamjndar of Sitohl. In the qoth year he died. He had 

1 Akbarndma, II, Beveridge’s translation, p. 518. 

2 See Akbarndma. Ill, pp. 113,114 for a more detailed account, see also 

p. 155. 

3 Of. cit., pp. 224,225 and 237,238. 

4 Of. cit., p. 466. 

5 Of. cit., p. 921, note 2 where the date of his birth is given as 5th 
January, i 59 2 > and it is stated that he was born at Lahore. 

6 Of. cit., p, 985. 
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attained the rank of i ,000. Four of his wives burnt themselves with 
his corpse 1 . After his death his son Suraj Singh was appointed to a 
suitable rank. 

When Prince Murad was appointed Governor of Gujarat, Suraj 
Singh also was detailed 2 there. In the 42nd year, when most of the 
Gujarat fief-holders, accompanied Prince Murad to the Deccan, and 
Bahadur, the eldest son of Muzaffar Gujarat!, collecting a number of 
vagabonds, attacked a number of towns and villages, Suraj Singh start¬ 
ed from Ahmadabad to fight. Both drew up their forces, but Bahadur 
lost courage, and fled without 3 fighting. When on Prince Murad’s 
death, Prince Daniyal was appointed to the Deccan, Suraj Singh was 
nominated to accompany him. In the 45th year he was sent 4 by the 
prince with Daulat Khan Lodi to punish Rajii Deccan!. In the 47th 
year he accompanied Khan Khanan ‘Abdur Rahim to chastise Khuda- 
wand Khan the Abyssinian, who was creating a disturbance in Pathri 
and Palam 5 . As he rendered good service there, in the 48th year 
he, on the recommendations of Prince Daniyal and Khan Khanan was 
granted a drum. In the 3rd year of Emperor Jahangir’s reign he did 
homage 6 , and in the 4th year his rank was advanced to 4,000 foot 
with 2,000 horse, and was deputed with other Mansabdars to help 
Khan Khanan the Governor of the Deccan. In the 8th year he accom¬ 
panied Prince Khurram on the expedition against the Rana, and later 
was sent with the said prince on the Deccan Campaign. In the 1 oth 
year, he returned to the Court, and was promoted to the rank of 
5,ooo 7 . After the affair of Kishan Singh his brother—which has been 
described in detail in the biography 8 of Kishan Singh—he was grant- 

1. Op. cit., pp. 1027,1028. 2 Op. cit., p. 1043. 

3 Op. cit., p. 1083, where it is stated that there “was some fighting 
among the skirmishers’’. 

4 Op. cit., p. 1154. 5 Op. cit., p. 1199. 

6 THeuk-i-Jahangtri (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation), I, pp. 140,141. 

7 Op. cit., p. 288. 

8 Ma 3 thir-»l-Umar 3 , Text, III, pp. i 5 o-i 5 2 , Beveridge & Prashad’s 
translation, I, pp. 829, 830. 
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cd leave of two months for going to his homeland. After that he with 
his son Gaj Singh did homage, and was detailed 1 to the Deccan 
command. In the 14th year, corresponding to 1028 A.H., 1619 
A.D., he . died 2 there. A separate account 3 of his son, Gaj Singh, 
has been included in this work. 

(RAT) SIJRJAN HARA 

(Vol. 11 , pp. 113-116). 

The Haras are a branch of the Chauhan tribe, and HaravatT 4 — 
which is another name for the Sarkar of Ranthambhor in the province 
of Ajmlr—includes the estates of their Zamlndarl. Originally he was 
a servant of the Rana. During Emperor Akbar’s reign he lived 
proudly in the Ranthambhor fort, and was sure of his position 5 . When 
the Emperor after taking Chittor proceeded in the end of the 13th 
year for the conquest of Ranthambhor, he himself went and inspected 
the surroundings of the fort from the hillock, and ordered the erection 
of batteries round it. In the course of a month after the completion 
of sdbdts the fort was captured. 

It is stated that in the end of the month of Ramadan Emperor 
said that if the garrison did not surrender that day, the fort on the 
morrow—which was the ‘Id day—would be the qabaq-bdzi (archery 
or gunnery) target. Surjan became frightened and losing heart sent as 
emissaries to the Presence his sons Duda and Bhoj together with a 
number of his officers. After the interview orders were passed for 

1 Titzuk i-Jahdngir'i, translation, I, p. 293. 

2 Ibid , 11 , pp. 99, 100. 

3 Maathir-ul-U mara. Text, II, pp. 223-226; Beveridge’s translation, 1 , pp, 

570-57 2 - 

4 For Haravati see Tod— Annuls and Antiquities of Rajasl'ban (London, 
1914 edn), II. p. 355 where he states that it consists of two principalities, Kotah 
and Bundi. 

5 Taken from Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 87,88; Beveridge’s translation, 
H. P- ‘ 33 - 
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presenting both of them with robes of honour. When they were 
taken out of the royal enclosure for putting on the Khihats, one 
of the companions, whose brain was deranged, thought that an 
order had been issued for the arrest of Surjan’s sons. Conse¬ 
quently out of loyalty he lost control and drew his sword. 
One of the servants of Raja Bhagwan Das tried to restrain him, 
but that mad man used his sword on him. He ran to the roval 

j 

enclosure, and wounded Piiran Mai son of Kan Shaikhawat and two 
others, and with his sword cut into two Shaikh Bahn’-ud-Dln Maidlnib 
Badayum. Thereupon a servant of Muzaffar Khan killed him. 

The sons of Surjan were stricken with remorse at this occurrence, 
but as they were innocent, the Emperor excused them, and after 
granting them robes of honour allowed them to return to their father. 
Ral Surjan after the return of his sons begged that one of the nobles 
might be sent to lead him to the Presence. Thereupon the Emperor 
appointed Husain QulT Khan to this duty. Ral Surjan received the 
f£han with due ceremony and respect and came with him to the Pre¬ 
sence; after making obeisance, he received innumerable favours. After 
that he returned to the fort for three days to bring out the necessary 
goods; and surrendered the fort to royal servants 1 . He was granted 
the fief of Garha, and in the 20th year Chunar in place of Garha was 
assigned to him 2 3 as his Jag'ir. 

When Duda, his elder son, went without permission to his home¬ 
land Bundi, and began to oppress the people, and although a force 
had earlier been sent for his chastisement', yet in the 22nd year the 
Emperor decided on the conquest of Bundl, and appointed Zain Khan 
Kokaltash with Ral Surjan to this expedition. After the conquest 
of Bund! Ral Surjan returned to the Court 4 , and was promoted to the 

1 The account ot the conquest of the Ranthambhor fort is based on 
Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 335-338; Beveridge's translation, II, pp. 490-495. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 158; Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 223. 

3 Of. cit.. Text, 184; translation, pp. 258. 

4 Of, cit., Text, pp. 201.202; translation, pp. 284,285. 
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rank of 2,000. Duda after this failure always followed the wrong 
road, and the dust of dissension was stirred up by him. At last in 
the 23rd year, at the request of Shahbaz Khan Kanibu he was pardon¬ 
ed, and he waited on the Emperor. The Emperor left him in the 
Panjab, and returned to the Capital 1 2 . At that time Duda becoming 
suspicious absconded. He died in the 30th year of the reign*. 


TAIIAWWUR KHAN MIRZA MAHMOD 
(Vol. I, pp. 484-486). 

He was one of the noble Saiyids of holy Mashhad. He arrived 
in India during the reign of Emperor Akbar, and through his good 
fortune being introduced to that noble ruler was appointed to the rank 
of 500. Afterwards when Jahangir became the emperor, it so 
happened that a tiger, which had been shot, was brought into the 
august assembly. A discussion was started about the hair at the back 
of the tiger’s 3 head, and it was remarked that it was so thick that it 
could not be cut through at one blow. Strong-limbed young men on 
a signal from the Emperor wielded their swords with all their might, 
but only produced a gash. The Mirza was standing there, and he 
said to those who had the right of audience that if he were permitted, 
he also would try with lus sword. As he had an insignificant-looking 
body, die Emperor said, “In the name of God! (Bisam Allah) let us 
see (what you can do?)The Mirza severed the head of the tiger so 
dextrously, that there were cheers and acclamations from every side. 
Mirza M »hmiid thereafter was known as Sher badiiriim (the tiger 

1 Op. til ., Text, p. 246; translation, pp. 356,357. 

2 Op. at., Text, p. 468; translation, p. 706, Beveridge has throughout 
transcribed his name incorrectly as Datula. 

3 There, is no mention of Tahawwur Khan Mirza Mahmud or of the 
incidents mentioned in the above account in the Tiizuk-i-]ahangiri translated 
by Rogers & Beveridge. 

In David Price’s translation of the spurious Memoirs of Jahangir, p. 92, it is 
mentioned that the animal must have been a lion. 
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bisecter) amongst all and sundry. He was unique for his strength as 
an archer, and famous all over for his prowess. No one could com¬ 
pete with him. The athletes of the age yielded under his com¬ 
pression, and the mighty fell before his onset. 

It is stated that Mirza Shams! Jahangir Quli Khan 1 son of Mirza 
‘Aziz Koka had brought a bow from Gujarat, and strong men, how¬ 
ever much they tried, were unable to draw its bow-string. As soon 
as the Mirza put his hand on the string he drew it up to his car, and 
the back of the bow was nearly broken. From that day the Emperor 
called him Shaikh Kamdn (The Shaikh of the Bow). Wonderful 
stories are told about his archery. Emperor Jahangir in the Jahangir- 
nama, which he himself composed, has mentioned his feats, but the 
author is unable to remember the details at the time of writing. 
When he had risen high in the Emperor’s estimation, he was appoint¬ 
ed to one of the fanjdaris on the borders of Panjiib, he fought there 
bravely, and was victorious. As a reward he was granted the title of 
Tahawwur Khan. During the time of Emperor Shah Jahan his brain 
went wrong, and he became mad. His sons kept him in confinement 
and he died at Lahore. He wrote clear Nasta'liq' very beautifully, 
and was also good at writing verses. Pleasant jests and several stories 
are current about him. It is said that he one day arranged a feast, 
and invited people for a feed. Aqa Rashida 3 , who was the sister’s 
son of the famous Mir ‘Imad, and was a master of Nasta'liq writing, 
was also present. A discussion arose between the two. The Khan 
all at once went into his chamber, and shortly afterwards returning 

1 For an account of Jahangir Quli Than see Aiaathir-uUUmara. Text, 1 , 
pp. 5 2 4 > 5 2 5 , Beveridge & Pra.shad’s translation, 1 , pp. 729-730. The bow is 
mentioned in Price, op. cit., p, 93, blit the anecdote about archery is not 
recorded there. 

2 The word Jaii as explained by Biochmann, A’in, I (2nd edn.), p. 106, 
note 4, "is a term used by copyists to express that letters arc thick, and written 
with a full pen of ink.” 

3 See Rieu, Cat. Manuscripts Brit, Museum, II, 78bc, 787 and 519b 
where there is a note about ‘Imad. 
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with a drawn sword stood at the Aqa’s head. He said, “1 have 
heard that you deny having been my pupil.” The Aqa was greatly 
frightened, and at once replied, “My KJian, what do you order?” He 
replied, “In the presence of the distinguished men, and with them as 
witnesses write a confession to the effect that you are my pupil.” The 
Aqa willy-nilly wrote out a confession, and so escaped from his 
tyranny. 


TAKHTA BUG SARDAR .KHAN 
(Vol. 1 , pp. 481, 482). 

He was one ol the single-fighters ( yakha ) of Mlr2ii Hakim 1 . In 
the battle which the Mirza fought against the armies of Emperor 
Akbar, he did great deeds, and became well known for his bravery. 
After the Murza's death Takhta Beg, in the 30th year of the reign of 
that Emperor, came to the Court 2 3 with the Mlrza’s sons, and 
received all kinds of favours. Afterwards he was deputed to the 
Kabul S tiba, and with Kanwar Man Singh and Zain Khan Koka did 
great service in chastising the Yusufzais' and the Tarlkls (Raushanis). 
As he had rendered outstanding service, lie in the 39th year was 
attached to Prince Sultan Salim, and was given a Jdglr in the pro¬ 
vince 4 5 of Lahore. Later, on being appointed Thanadar of Peshawar he 
punished the Tarlkls on several occasions. As he had given a good 
account of himself, he was granted the title of Khan in the 49th year. 
After the accession of Emperor Jahangir, and when the news of the 
coming of Husain Shainlu, ruler of f lerat, with a large army and 
besieging the Qandahar fort was received at the Court, he was pro¬ 
moted to the rank of 2,000 s , granted the title of Sardar Khan, and 

1 Half-brotlier of F.mperor Akbar. 

2 Akbdrnama, Text, III, p. 473, Beveridge's translation. III, p. 713. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, pp. 513, 521, 526, 565, translation, pp. 781, 794. 853. 

4 Op. cit., Text, o. 649, translation, p. 998. 

5 This is incorrect; he was promoted to the rank of 3,000 from that of 
2,500 in the first year, vide Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Titzuk-i- 

Il6 



f Maathir- 


922 Taqarruh Khan 

deputed with Mlrza GhiizI Beg to help Shah Beg Khan Governor of 
Qandahar. As by the tune of their arrival, the Iranian army had left 
the fort, and retired to its own territory, he was appointed Governor of 
Qandahar 1 m place of Shall Beg Khan. After a short time in the 
3rd year corresponding to 1016 A.H. (1607 A.D.) he died 2 there. 
His sons Hayat Khan, and 1 lidayat Khan received minor appoint¬ 
ments. 

TAQARRUB KHAN 
(Vol. I, pp. 490-493). 

His name was Hakim Daiid, and he was the son of Hakim 
‘Inayat Ulliih. He was the foremost pupil of Mlrza Muhammad the 
father of Hakim Masili-uz-Zanun. After his father’s death he, 
on account of his great skill and experience as a physician, became 
an intimate companion of Shah ‘Abbas I, and was at the head of the 
Shah’s physicians. After the death of that great sovereign, he was 
through the machinations of his enemies ill treated by Shah Safi, and 
as he also did not receive proper consideration from Shah ‘Abbas II— 
who was still young—he became averse to staying on in Iran. Osten¬ 
sibly he gave out his intention of going 011 pilgrimage, but in reality 
he proceeded to the Court of F.mperor Shall Jahan from ‘Iraq via 
Basra, and disembarked at the port of Laheri (Lari, in Sindh). In 
the 17th year 1033 A.l I. (1643 A.D.) he presented himself at the 
Court, and was appointed to die rank of 1,000, and received 
Rs. 20 ,000 as a present 3 . 

lahdngiri, I, p. 31, and later in the same year granted the title of Sardar Khan 
and sent with Mirza CQljazi to Qandahar. op. cit., p. 71. 

1 Op. cit., p. 86. 

2 Op. cit., p. 151. The grant of half his rank to his sons is recorded on 
the same page. Also see Blochmann, A’tn, I (and cdn.), p. 523, where his 
name is given as Tak,hta Beg Kabuli. 

3 I he above account is taken almost verbatim from Ins biography in 
UadsbdhnSma, II, p. 756, where, however, it is stated that he came to India 
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By a fortunate coincidence Regain Sahib—who was loved by 
Emperor Shall Jahan more than all his sons—was, only twenty days 
before his arrival, going to her bed-chamber after waiting upon her 
father. Suddenly the comer of her dress caught fire 1 from a lamp which , 
was lighted in the portico on the way. As the clothes of the ladies 
of the Harem of honour are extremely delicate, and fragrant oils 
are sprinkled on them, the flames shot out and caught all over the 
dress. Although four (female) servants, who were in attendance, 
took all possible steps to extinguish the flames, but as their dresses 
also caught fire they were obliged to look after themselves. Before 
others could know of tins accident, and water could be brought, the 
back and both sides of the body, and both the arms of the Princess 
were burnt. In great anguish the Emperor himself undertook the 
task of nursing, and in the first instance had recourse to spiritual 
remedies. From the first to the third day 5,000 muhars (gold coins) 
and 5,000 rupees were distributed as alms to the poor each day. 
Until convalescence large sums were spent in charity, and seven lacs of 
rupees of government dues 2 , for which debtors in detention were respon¬ 
sible, were remitted. It was also ordered that after this 1,000 rupees a 
day, or 360,000 rupees a year should be distributed to the poor as alms 

after performing the pilgrimage. Sec also id. pp. ^>7, 3^®' w herc it is 

stated that lie arrived at the Court ?o daws alter the accident, blit the rank 
to which hi was appointed is given as 1,300 with 200 horse. The year in the 
text is incorrect! ■/ given as 105} instead of 1034 A.D. 

1 The binning took place on 27th Muharrani, 1054 AH. (5th April, 
1644 A.D ). A detailed account is given m Biidibiihnama, II, pp• 3 ^ , 3 " 3 ^ > 9 - 
In Khafi l^Jian, I, pp. 598-600 the yeat of accident is given as 1053 A.D., 
and ic is stated that two of the four maidservants who tried to extinguish the 
flames died of their liijnru s. Beale, Orient.il Biographical Dictionary (i 8 y 4 
edn ), p. 190, apparently oil Stew.ul’s authority' states that she was cured 
by the treatment of an English physician named Gabriel Boughton, but this is 
incorrect, see Irvine’s note in Start* do Mo gar, 1 , p 219. Boughton treated 
one of ShujiV's ladies. 

2 ‘Ain-ul-m/il. From Badsbahnama, If, p. 365 it appears that criminals 
were also released. 
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on behalf of the Princess. Afterwards bodily remedies were resorted 
to, and physicians and surgeons came from all quarters, and applied 
themselves to cure the patient. 

Hakim Daiid, whose arrival at such a time was a lucky coinci¬ 
dence, made use of proper remedies for various diseases which develop¬ 
ed from the burns, such as laziim tab (hectic fever), lainat taba , 1 
(intermittent fever), and tababbauj itraf cbashm~ (swellings round the 
eyes). He became an object of praise and felicitation. On the occa¬ 
sion of the festival to celebrate the convalescence he was raised to the 
rank of 1,000 with 200 horse, received various other gifts, and 
gained a position of trust with the Emperor. Further all offerings 
(to the Emperor) on Fridays were for one year assigned to him. In 
the 20th year he received the high title of Taqarrub Khan, and in 
the 23rd year his rank was advanced to 3,000 with 800 horse. In 
the 26th year he displayed his great skill in treating Akbarabadi 
Mahal 3 , and in addition to an increase of 500 in his rank received a 
present of Rs. 30,000. In the 27th year his rank was increased to 
4,000 with 3,000 horse. In the 31st year when the Emperor was 
afflicted with strangury and as a result of use of cooling medicines 
this ended in diabetes and great weakness of the body; no prescriptions 
of the ablest physicians proved of any use. But for the relief of 
strangury much benefit was derived from the use of manna ( shlr-kbisht ) 
which was ably prescribed by Taqarrub Khan. In accordance with a 
presage, the Emperor changed his residence, and in Muharram 1068 
A.El. (October, 1657 A.D.) came from the Capital to Agra, and by 
taking ma -ul-labm (essence of meat) and strong soups recovered his 
health. Taqarrub Khan was promoted to the exalted rank of 5,000, 
and beat loudly the drum of his high office. After the throne of India 


1 Baclshabnama , If, p. 368. 2 Op. til., p. 368. 

3 One of Shah Jahan’s wives. Her name was 'Izz-un-Nisa Begam, see 
Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary, p. 45. She (fieri on 28th January, 
1678 (4th Dhul Hijjah, 1088 A.H.), vide Maalbir-i-'Alamprt, p. 160, and not 
29th January, 1677, as slated by Beale. 
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was adorned by the accession of Emperor Aurangzlb, and Shall jahan 
was kept in retirement in the Agra fort, laqarrub Khan who had 
made excellent endeavours in treating Shah Jahan, and had become 
fully acquainted with his constitution received a reward of 30,000 
ashrafts, and was again the recipient of royal favours. He was 
appointed to complete the cure, and to restore Shah Jahan to health. 
After this he, for some reason, became the object of censure by 
Emperor Aurangzlb, and for a time lived in retirement. In the 
beginning of the 5th year Emperor Aurangzlb suffered from a severe 
attack of fever, and became extremely weak. On this occasion, 
1 aqarrub Khan was again restored to favour, and made the recipient 
of gifts and bounties even though lie was not asked to treat the 
hmperor 1 . He was, however, allowed to pay his respects. I11 the 
same year, 1073 A.H. (1662 A.D.) he died 2 * . His son Muhammad 
‘Ali was relieved of his mourning dress by the grant of a robe of 
honour by the Emperor. He also had been dismissed from office on 
account of his father’s faults, but was now restored to the rank of 
1,300 with 200 horse. As he became chc envy of the leading men of 
the tune owing to his close association with the Emperor, a separate 
account 1 about him has been included. 

TARBIYAT KHAN ‘ABDUR RAHIM 

(Vol. I, pp. 483, 484). 

He was the son of Qaun Khan, son of Muqlm Khan, son of 
ShujiVat Khan 4 oi Akbar’s time. Muqlm Khan was appointed to a 
suitable rank on the death of his father, and towards the end of 
Emperor Akbar’s reign reached the rank ol 700. Eater, Emperor 

1 'Alamgirnama. p. 749. 

2 Up cit., p. 757, and Maathir-i-’Alamgiri, p. 42. 

} Maathir-nl-Umara, Text, III, pp. 625-627, translation an tea pp. 111, 112 

4 See Maatbir-ul-Umar.t, Text, II, pp. 557-660, translation antea pp. 850- 
854; also Bloclimann, A’tu, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 401, 402. 
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Jahanglr in the 3rd year of his reign married 1 Salilia Banu, the 
daughter of Qaim Khan, and gave her die title of Padshah Mahal; 
as a consequence ‘Abdur Rahim’s position was greatly advanced. In 
this year he was granted a suitable rank, and the title of Tarbiyat 
Khan 2 . Later he received the rank of 700 foot with 400 
horse 3 . In the 5th year he was appointed Faujddr 4 5 6 of the Pargana 
of Alwar. In the 9th year his rank was increased by 300 with 300 
horse 3 . His son Miyiin joh c whom Padshah Mahal had taken for 
her son, was killed by Mahabat Khun in the year when the latter 
behaved insolently towards the Pmperot on the banks of the river 
Bihat (Jheltun). 

TARBIYAT KHAN BARLAS 
(Vol. I, pp. 493-498). 

His name was Shafi'UlIah, and he was a foreigner (an Ozbcg) by 
birth. He entered royal service in the time of Hmpcror Shah Jahan, 
and because of his becoming well known was soon appointed to the 

1 The marriage is not meutione 1 in Tiizuk-i-labangtri. For l’adshah 
Mahal see Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (i 8<)4 cdn.), p. 347; the 
name of her father is wrongly given as Qasim Khan. 1 his mistake is repeated 
in Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Ttiznk, Vol. I, lint, in Vol. II, the name is 
correctly given as Qaim khan. See also Rogers Ok Beveridge, op, cit., II, p. 86 note 
where it is stated that she was the duel wife of the Hmpcror Before Nur Jahan. 

2 Rogers & Beveridge, up. cit. I, p. i 4 y. 

3 I he promotions and ranks as given in the Ciizttk are quite different 
from the above account. In tire and year he was nude paymaster of the Ahilis 
and given the rank of 700 with 200 horse, pp. 1 16, 1 17; in the 3rd year he 
was promoted to the rank of 700 with 400 horse, p. 153: in file 8th year after 
a promotion of 500 with 5° horse his rank is staled to have Been raised to 
2,000 with 850 lior.se, p. 2 36; and in the 1 1 th year a further increase of 500 
with 500 horse is staled to have increased Ins rank fo 3,000 witli 1,500 horse, 
p. 320. 

4 Op. cit., p. 178. 

5 His de ath is iccordcd in the 14th year of the reign, op. cit., II, p. 86. 

6 Itjbiiliiama-i-Jahangir 1, p. 2 59 where he is called Jhajii grandson of 
Shuja'at Khan. 
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high office of Mir Tiizuk 1 (Master ol Ceremonies). In the 
19th year he was appointed Commandant" of the Lahore fort, and 
granted the rank of 1,000. In the 20th year he was reappointed 
Mir Tiizuk ', and was ordered 11 3 * to go to Ghorband, and act as a 
Sdzaiual, and make everyone, who had been appointed to Balkh, 
and had not joined Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb—who had 
been sent as the Governor of that territory—proceed there. In the 
22nd year he came to Kabul and paid his respects to the limperor. 

I le was granted an increase of 500 horse, and carried out his duties as 
zealously as he had done hitherto. In the 23rd year he returned from 
the Qnndahar campaign along with Sa'ad Ullah Khan, and appeared 
at the Court. He was granted the title of Tarbiyat Khan 5 , and in 
the 24th year was made Master of the I lorse in succession to Murshid 
QulT Khan, In the 26th year he was appointed Darogha of the 
artillery in addition to his office of the Mir Tiizuk. In the 29th 
year he was granted a standard, and the rank of 2,000 foot with 
1,500 horse, and nominated to the charge of the Siiba of Orissa as the 
deputy for Prince Muhammad Shuja'. In the 31st year he was 
granted an increase in the number of his troopers, and a drum, and 
appointed Governor of Oudh. During the time of confusion in the 
sovereignty he came to the Presence, and afier the defeat of Data 
Shikoh he entered the service of Aurangzlb at the stage of Bagh Nur 
Manzil (near Agra). Before Aurangzlb left the Capital 111 pursuit of 
Dar.I Shikoh, Tarbiyat Khan received an increase of 1,300 with 2,000 
horse; his rank thus became 4,000 foot with 3,000 horse®, and he 
was appointed to the charge of the holy territory of Ajmer. After 
D.lra Shikoh in the course of his wanderings had withdrawn into 
Gujarat, and renewing his plumage was marching towards Ajmer 
with a fresh army, Tarbiyat Khan before his arrival in that neighbour- 

i Bdilsbdhndma. II, [>. 477. 2 Op. tit., p. 480. 

3 Op. tit., |i. 609. 4 Op. tit., pp. 631, 64Z. 

3 'Amdl Salih , III, p. 104. 

6 'Alampirndma, p. 119, but his rank after promotion is given as 4,000 

with 4.000 horse. 
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hood came 1 out of the fort, and at the stage of Tura 2 joined Aurang- 
21b s force which was proceeding to Ajmer with the intention of giving 
battle. After Emperor AurangzTb’s victory lie was confirmed in the 
government of Ajmer. In the 3rd year he was appointed' 1 to the 
charge of the Abode of Sanctity ( l)dr-ul-Amart , i.e., Multan) in suc¬ 
cession to Lashkar KJian. 

When Shah ‘Abbas II the ruler of Iran sent 4 5 Budaq Beg, the 
son of Qalandar Sultan Chol.i rafangchi Aqasi—who was one of the 
chief officers of his realm—as an ambassador with a letter of congra¬ 
tulations on the accession (of Aurangzlb). The ambassador arrived 
at the royal court, and in the same year was permitted to return. As 
it is a well established custom that a reply should be sent — especial y 
m the case of two powerful Sultans, and the exchange of ambassadors 
also results in amicable relations—Tarbiyat Khan — who was an excel¬ 
lent officer of position and means—was granted an increase of 1,000 
horse, and with suitable presents of the rarities and precious products 
of Hindustan worth neatly seven lacs of rupees was in the 6th year 
sent on an embassy to Iran' 1 . He paid his respects to the Shah at 
Ispahan which was the capital of Iran. Owing to the lack of proper 
management the embassy was unsuccessful, Tarbiyat Khan lacked 
discretion and understanding, and behaved in a flighty manner. The 
Shah was given to drinking, and being puffed up with power and 
youth his brain box—which is the seat of wisdom—would get ruffled, 
and he was not void of madness. He displayed conceit and arrogance 
which are not at all proper for great and eminent people. The inter¬ 
views that took place are well known to the people, but are not fit 
to be written about. 

1 Op. cit., p. 304, 

2 I ura is 35 kos from F’athpiir, vide K_lia.fi fjhan, II, p. 903. 

3 'Alamgirniima, p. 485. 

4 Op. cit., p. 607. 

5 For an account of the arrival of the ambassador of Persia and Tarbiyat 
Khan being sent to Persia and details of the present see op. cit., pp, 844. 845, 
also Maatbir-i-'Alamgtri, p. 47' 
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In shore, Tarbiyat Khan after bearing insults and ill treatment 
obtained after one year permission to return from Farrukhabad to 
India. 1 Contrary to the ambassadors of the times of Emperors 
Jahangir and Shah Julian, such as Khan ‘Alam Duldl 3 , Safdar Khan 3 
AqasT—who had conducted their great missions in a proper manner— 
he annihilated the objects of an embassy, viz., laying the foundations 
of friendship and strengthening the pillars of amity. Rather the 
result was just the opposite, as ancestral good relations and regard 
were changed into enmity, and it even went as far as the collecting of 
armies on both sides. After Tarbiyat Khan’s departure the Shah 
deputed a large army to Khurasan, and himself set about making 
preparations for war. When this state of affair became known to 
Emperor Aurangzlb from the letters of Tarbiyat Khan—who had 
reached the imperial territories, he, in the 9th year, sent Prince 
Muhammad Mu'zzam wich 20,000 cavalrymen to Kabul. By chance 
the Shah died in the beginning of Rabl‘ I, 1077 A.H. (September, 
1666 A.D.) of quinsy, and the disturbance raised by Tarbiyat Khan 
quieted down. The said Khan returned from Iran to the Capital, and 
was censured by the Emperor and was not permitted 4 to do homage. 
In the 10th year he received the rank of 4,000 with 3,000 horse, and 
on the death of Khan Dauran appointed Governor of Orissa 5 . In the 

1 Farrukhabad is incorrect, it should be Farrahabad in Mazandaran, sec 
'AlamgirnUma, p. 974. The remarks about the embassy are apparently taken 
from fChafi Khan, 1 (, pp. 202, 325. Bernier in his Travels in the Moghul 
Empire (Constable cdn. 1891), p. 185, refers to Tarbiyat Khan’s ill treatment 
by the Shah. Sec Irvine's edition of Stnria do Mogor, II, pp. 128.131, for 
Manucci’s account of the indignities which Tarbiyat f£han had to suffer, and his 
useful note on p. 1 28. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, I, pp. 732-736, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp*. 
389-392, and Bloehmann, A'in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 577, 57 ^- His name was 
Barkhurdar. In Badshahnama, I, pt. i, on p. 427 it is stated that he did not 
possess the skill or tact necessary for an ambassador. 

3 MaaiEir-ul-U mira, Text, It, pp. 733-736. translation antca pp. 665-667 
For his embassy see Banarsi Prasad Saksena, History of Shahjahan, p. 2:4. 

4 Maathir-i-'Alamgm, pp. 56, 57. 5 Op. cit., p. 62. 

ll 7 
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13th year he was sene as Governor of Oudh 1 in succession to Fida’l 
Khan. After that he returned to the Court, and was appointed 
Superintendent of the Mansabdars . In the 19th year he succeeded 
Amir Khan as the Governor of Bihar", and when in the 20th year 
that province was assigned in fief to Prince Muhammad A'zam, the 
said Khan was appointed l aujdar of Tirhut and Darbhanga' 1 . In the 
24th year he was transferred as Faujddr of Jaunpur 1 , and in the 28th 
year 8 , 1096 A.H. (1685 A.D.) he died there. His son Hidayat 
Ullah came to the Courc, and received a mourning dress of honour 6 . 
A story about Tarbiyat Khan apparently refers to the Tarbiyat Khan 
under consideration. It is said that one morning Shah Jahan was 
shooting ducks on the banks of the Jamna. A mist, such as often 
comes up over rivers and ponds and which is called ktthr in Hindi, 
arose. The Emperor jokingly said, “Let someone recite a verse suit¬ 
able to the occasion.” Tarbiyat Khan said : 

Verse: 

If the inauspicious foot of Mas'ud 7 

Should approach a river, (even there) smoke would arise. 

TARBIYAT KHAN FAKHR-UD-DIN AHMAD BAKHSHI 
(Vol. I, pp. 486-490). 

In the time of Emperor Jahangir he came from Turan to India, 
and was exalted by the grant of a mansab under the Crown. While 
holding a minor rank he came to the notice of the Emperor, and as a 
result became more famous than his contemporaries and rivals. As in 
the affair of Shahriyar, he rendered valuable services 8 in conjunction 

1 Op. cit., p. 104. 2 Op. cit., p. 148. 

3 Op. cit., p. 157. 4 Op. cit., p. 209, 

5 Op. cit., p. 261. 6 Op. cit., p. 272. 

7 The conjunction, between na mubarak. and Mas'dd in the text is appa¬ 

rently a mistake, and has been omitted in the translation. 

8 Badshanama, I, pt, 1, p. 73. For an account of Shariyar’s bid for sover- 
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with Asaf Khan Yamln-ud-Daula, he was suitably rewarded. After 
Shah Jahan ascended the throne he was granted the title of Tarbiyat 
Khan. In the 6th year lie was selected as the ambassador for Turan, 
and was sent along with Waqas Hiijl, the ambassador of Nadhar 
Muhammad Kh an the ruler of chat country. He carried a reply to 
the Khan’s letter together with the rarities of India to the value of a 
lac of rupees 1 . In the 8th year, after having performed his commi¬ 
ssion in the most excellent manner, he returned to chc royal threshold. 
He broughc with him a pesbkasb of forty five horses, and a like 
number of male and female camels, and other articles. Among these 
was a manuscript of the holy Quran in the handwriting of Shad Mulk 
Khanum, daughter of Sultan Muhammad Mlrza, son of Jahangir 
Murza, son of Amir Timur 2 . It was beautifully written in the 
Raihdnl 3 characters, and at the end her name and lineage were ins¬ 
cribed in the R‘iqd‘ l characters. Tarbiyat Khan obtained it in Balkh, 
and Emperor Shah Jahan was greatly pleased with this memorial of 
his ancestors. 

It is said that Tarbiyat Khan ongoing to that country gave up the 
Hindustani dress, and until his return to India used to wear the clothes 
used in Turan. Accordingly he appeared before the Emperor in an 
Ozbeg turban, and the latter was greatly pleased. At the same time 
his rank was raised to 1,500 with 1,000 horse, and he was appointed 
Master of the Horse 5 . In the qch year when the royal retinue on its 
return from the Deccan halted at Mandu, Tarbiyat Khan was deputed 5 
with a force against the Zamtnddr of Jltpur, who was behaving in a 

eignty see Beni Prasad, History of fabangir, pp. 426, 427, and Banarsi Prasad 
Saksena, History of Shahjahan, pp. 58, 59. 

1 Op. cit., pp. ^65, 4 dd. 

2 BadshShnama, I, pt. ii, pp. 65, 66. 

3 Raihan is a style of writing derived from the Kitfic, abounding in straight 
lines, sec Blochmann, A'in , I (2nd cdn.), p. 106. 

4 Epistolary writing consisting of "three-fourth curved lines and one-fourth 
straight lines'', see Blochmann, loc. cit. 

5 Badshahnama, I, pt. ii, p. 67, 


6 Op. cit. p. 216. 
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rebellious manner. The Kh an conciliated him, and brought him to 
salute the threshold of the Caliphate. In the i oth year he was grant¬ 
ed an increase of 500 Dbat, and appointed 2nd Bakbsbt 1 in succession 
to Mu'tamad Khan. In the 14th year on the death of Shah Qull 
Khan he was appointed Governor 2 of Kashmir. When, in the 15th 
year, as a result of extraordinary rains the water rose very high in the 
river Bihat (Jhelum) and the floods destroyed the autumnal crops, and 
owing to the destruction of many villages, inhabitants of the country 
became scattered and miserable, the said Khan did not take proper 
measures to relieve and help the poor and the wretched—as was essen¬ 
tial at such times. The distressed of the territory preferred complaints 
and discontent against his behaviour, and he, therefore, on being re¬ 
moved 3 from office returned to the Presence. 

The auther of the Dhakhirat-ul-Khwariin has stated that when 
Emperor conceived the idea of conquering Balkh and Badakhshan he 
asked Tarbiyat Khan for his opinion on the subject. That honest 
man, who had recently become acquainted with the countries, repre¬ 
sented without any dissimulation that the Emperor should never 
contemplate carrying out any campaigns there. As horses and men 
there were more numerous than ants and locusts, and as Indians would 
not be able to withstand the snow and cold of the country, there 
would be no end to the affair. By chance the Emperor also asked 
Mulla Fadil Kabuli 4 —who was one of the most learned men of the 
age—what he thought of the project of extricating his ancestral pro¬ 
perties from the hands of the ChangezI princes. The Mulla replied 
that to make war on the people of that country—who were all Muha¬ 
mmadans—was contrary to the Sharl'at Law, and would end in loss 
and destruction. The Emperor was greatly offended and said that if 
time-servers pronounced such judgments, and Bakhshis frightened the 
soldiers about snow and cold, how could campaigns be carried out. 

1 Op. cit., p. 279. 2 Badshabnama, II, p. 225. 

3 Op. cit., p. 283. 

4 Probably he is Fadil I£han alias Mulla 'Ala-ul-Mulk Turti—see Maatbir- 
ul-Untara, Text, III, pp. 5 2 4 ‘ 539 , Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 5 S°' 5 ^ 3 - 
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He sent off the Mulla on pilgrimage to Mecca, and removed Tarbiyat 
Khan from his post of Bakhsht. The latter thereupon swooned and 
died. Though this story does not agree with the facts of Tarbiyat Khan s 
biography, for after being Bakhsbl he was appointed Governor of Kash¬ 
mir, and the Balkh affair occurred in the 19th year when perhaps 
Tarbiyat Khan was still alive—although the date of his death has not 
been traced — yet this can be said that he may have served as Bakbsht 
a second time, or that on some former occasion there may have been 
a proposal for conquering Balkh but which was not translated into 
action. In any case Tarbiyat Khan’s views were fully confirmed later. 
The Indian army did not at all take to the idea of settling in that cold 
country, and che territory that had been conquered, had perforce to 
be given up. Emperor Shah Jahan after seeing the state of things 
approved the sage opinion of Tarbiyat Khan, and favoured his sons; 
the displeasure which he had felt against Tarbiyat Khan was dissi¬ 
pated. He was gracious to his eldest son Mlrza Muhammad Afdal, 
who was unique as a horseman and an archer. It is stated that his 
father would place him on a horse that was restive and obstreperous. 
Men would say that today or tomorrow this boy’s arms and legs 
would be broken. His father replied, “Let him die, or become 3 
crack rider”. The said son was also skilled in letter writing, and in 
the etiquette of the society. He lived as a Mlrza and was pious. 
Khan Dautan Governor of the Deccan on account of his friendship 
with the father took the son with him. After Khan Dauran’s death 
Islam Khan also recognized his ability and took him to the Deccan. 
He was appointed Faujdar of PathrT. Later, when Shah Nawaz Khan 
came to the Deccan, he made him Faujdar of Dhondapiir. He had 
the rank of 500 with 500 horse. He died in the 25th year. The 
second son is Faqir Ullah Saif Khan 1 whose account will be included 
in its proper place. 

1 His name was Saif-ud-Diti Muhmiid alias Faqir Ullah j£han and his 
biography is given under Saif fjlhan— Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, II, pp. 479-485, 
translation antea pp,683-687. 
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TARBIYAT KHAN MIR ATISH 
(Vol. I, pp. 498-503). 

His name was Mir Muhammad Khalil, and he was the eldest son 
of Darab Khan 1 Ban! Mukhtar. He was distinguished above his 
peers in the later years of F.mperor Aurangzib’s reign for his stoutness 
of heart and hazarding his life. In the 40th year he was promoted to 
the rank of 2,000 foot with 1,200 horse, and was deputed from 
Brahmapurl 2 —which was then the royal residence—to chastise 3 the 
rebels of the Mahadeo lulls' 1 . On his recommendation Dandl Rao— 
who was his accountant ( awardah !> )—was granted the rank of 1,500, 
and appointed Thanadar of those hills. After that he was appointed 
head of the artillery (Mir Atish). In the 42nd year he was sent off 
to dispose 3 6 of ( bar-ddshtan ) the Maratha camp, and granted an 
increase of 500. After that he was continually employed in pressing 
and chastising the banditti of the Deccan, and was always safe and 
successful (sdlim « ghanim). In the capture of the Maratha forts he 
became well known for the bastions and batteries which he construct¬ 
ed. When in the 43rd year, 5th Jummada I, ini A.H. (19th 
October, 1699 A.D.), the Emperor after halting for four years at 
Islampurl set out on a holy war to conquer the forts of Siva (Sivaji) 
Bhonslc, and after passing Miraj 7 or Murtadabad encamped in the 

1 MaSthir-ul-lJmara, Text, II, pp. 30-32, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
448-450. 

2 In Sholapiir district, Bombay, cantonment of Aurangzib’s Grand Army 
from 1695-1700, sec Imperial Gazetteer, IX, p. 10 cl seq. It was renamed 
Islampuri by Aurangzib. 

3 Maathir-i-'Alamgirt, p. 382. 

4 Probably the Mahadeo Hills in Central provinces, Imperial Gazetteer, 
XIII, p, 179. 

5 Sec Wilson’s Glossary, p. 40 under Awardah-nav is. 

6 Maathir-i-'Alamgirt, pp. 395, 396. The Marhatta camp was in Bcrar. 

7 Mirich in text, but should be Miraj, a State in the Bombay Presidency, 
sec Imperial Gazetteer, XVII, p, 361. 
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tbana of Masur 1 , the Khan Mir Atish in accordance with orders pro¬ 
ceeded to invest the fort of Basantgarh 2 , which is a fortress in a moun¬ 
tainous defile three kos from Masur. By his energy he accomplished 
the work of two years in two days, and brought his artillerymen under 
the wall of the fort. As the garrison of the fort did not desist from dis¬ 
charging their cannon, the royal advance camp was set up on the bank 
of the Kishna (Krishna) river which flows at the foot of the fort at a 
distance of one kos. On the same day the besieged thought it an 
advantage to escape with their lives, and went away, and the fort be¬ 
came known as Katid-i-Fath (the Key of Victory). Mir ‘Abdul Jalil 
BilgramI 3 found the chronogram: Koh kufr shikast : 1111 A.H.; 1699 
A.D. (the hill of the unbelievers was broken). From there the royal 
army proceeded towards Satara 4 5 fort, which is situated on a sky high 
hill, and was the greatest and strongest of Siva’s forts; accordingly it 
is today the capital and residence of Raja Sahu. On 25th Jummada 
II (8th December, 1699 A.D.) the royal tents were set up half a kos 
from the foot of the fort, and the Khan Mir Atish proceeded to extend 
bastions for the purpose of taking the fort, 3 nd discomfiting the enemy. 
Wonderful performances were enacted. At a distance of thirteen cubits 
from the fort wall the said Khan erected an out-work ( damdama r ‘) 

1 Maisur of text is Masur about 2 1 miles south of Satara. 

2 Bombay Gazetteer, XIX, p. 238. I lie place is some 7 miles north-west 
of Karad which is 8 miles south of Masur. For the account of its conquest see 
Maathir-i-Alamgiri, pp, 410, 411. 

3 For his account see Maathir-ul-Karam alias Sarv-i-Azad, II, (Haidarabad 
cdn., 1913), pp. 253-286, 

4 For accounts of the siege of Satara see Maathir-i-‘Alamgiri, pp. 412- 
421, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Atirangzib.V, pp. 161-166; in the 
latter work the dates arc according to the Old Style, and 11 days must be added 
to get the New Style dates. For a very detailed account also see the same 
author’s exhaustive paper in the Proceedings lnd. Hist. Records Commission, II 
for 1922. pp. 2-11 (1922). A translation of Maathir-i-Alamviri account of the 
siege was published as an appendix by Stewart in his Descr, Cat. Oriental Libra¬ 
ry of the late Tippoo Sultan of Mysore, (Cambridge, 1809). 

5 Translated as cavalier by Stewart. 
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twenty four yards high in front of a bastion. What an amount 
of money was spent on it. When, however, he saw that it 
would be of no avail for taking the fort, he ran an approach 
( zina ) from the foot of the outwork. Ic was constructed of strange 1 
materials. Then a mine was driven to under the fort, and over 
it wooden steps (zina) were erected. But as the wall (of the fort) 
was all rock ( kohi ), and was thirty yards high, above which was a 
slope 2 six yards long, heaped with stones (sang-ebin), the attack failed. 
Thereupon the Emperor ordered that Each Ullah Khan 3 under the 
command of Rub Ullah Khan should push forward other batteries. 
Tarbiyat Kh an did not wish that some one else should compete with 
him in this affair. He, therefore, to make good his ineffectual efforts 
in the matter of approaches (zina) devised a proper plan, namely thac 
he excavated in the wall (sang-chin) of the fort a recess 4 (tdqe) four¬ 
teen yards long in one direction and ten yards long in another, and 
created a big gap in the wall(?). There was thus no obstruction be¬ 
tween the besieged and the brave besiegers, who were on guard in 
the recess, but no one on either side dared to traverse the intervening 
space of barely one cubic in length. He arranged to fill up the entire 
tunnel with gunpowder, so that tire wall should be blown up, and a 
passage for attack made available. Accordingly on 5th L 2 bul Qa'da 
(13th April, 1700 A.D.) when the siege had lasted for 4 months and 
some days, one of the charges was was sec on fire. The wall fell 

1 Camel litters, cotton and hemp clolhes etc., see Maatbir i-'Alamgiri, p. 

4 * 5 - 

2 j jd (daur) in text, but^O}* (mazawwar) in Maathir-i-Alamgiri, 
p. 4M, whence the account is taken. I believe it means that there was a slope 
of six yards over the 30 yards high wall for rolling down stones. 

3 For Fath Ullah Khan sec Maatbir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 4 °' 47 ’ Beve¬ 
ridge’s translation I, pp. 537-542. Ruh Ullah fUian is the Ruh Ullah Khan 
KJaanazad I^han for whom see Maatbir-nlAJmara, Text, II, pp. 3 I 5 ' 3 I 7 ' transla¬ 
tion antea pp. 616, 617. 

4 According to Khali Khan, II, p. 465, there were two recesses, and this 
seems to be correct. 
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inside, and a large number of garrison were burnt. When the other 
mine was fired the idea was that the wall this time also would fall 
inwards, and in addition to the sappers and miners Mukhlis Khan 
and Hamtd-ud-Dm Khan with some thousand troopers were standing 
ready to rush in. Suddenly the wall collapsed towards them. In 
addition to the large numbers of Baksarlyas 1 and the men of Kama- 
tik and Mavles, 2,000 experienced heroes were killed. A more sur¬ 
prising thing was that during the uproar some footmen got out on the 
top of the wall and raised the cry “Come hcre ( there is no one in 
this place.” Fear, however, had so undermined the soldiers’ deter¬ 
mination that no one went forward. At last the garrison getting wise 
to the situation rushed on to their head, and washed out the picture of 
those brave lives with the water of their swords. 

A more extraordinary 2 3 thing was that after the outwork had been 
destroyed and the batteries had fallen, and the besieging force with¬ 
drawn from the attempt, the Mavle 2 footmen became disheartened 
by the deaths of their brothers, sons and friends, and were enraged 
with the Mir Atish. When they saw that it would be difficult to 
bring away the corpses from under the stones and earth—and crema¬ 
tion is most essential according to their religion of evil principles— 
they the same night set fire to the batteries which were constructed 
entirely of wooden logs. This fire raged for seven days and nights. 
In fine, the Mir Atish employed such devices in the taking of this fort 
as could hardly be imagined. Man proposes, and God disposes! By the 
grandeur of the Emperor’s fortune, nine days after this occurrence, on 


1 See Irvine, Army 0/ the Indian Moghuls , p. 168; they were foot 
soldiers not. necessarily Rajputs, In M.aaihir-i-'Alamgtr\, p. 416, it is 

■) icLs. but in l^hafi Khan, II, p. 465. it is wrongly copied as 

with the variant while Stewart apparently has read it as 

for he translates it as jews. 

2 Kh^fi l£han, II, p. 468. 

3 Bahliya is apparently a mistake for Mavle, sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. 
At., p. 165, 
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13th Dhul Qa‘da of the 44th year (21 sc April, 1700 A.D.), after 4 
months and 18 days’ siege the fort was captured. Accordingly a 
detailed account of it has been included elsewhere 1 2 3 4 . In the batteries 
against Panhala (Parnala in text) and Pavangarh—which were conti¬ 
guous to one another—Tarbiyat Khan exhibited such skill that the 
spectators were astonished. He tunneled out several jarlbs of the 
land, and thus created a passage along which three (armed) men could 
pass abreast, and at distances of some paces made shelters in each of 
which twenty workmen could sit. On either side there were ventila¬ 
tors and passages for sunlight. In these shelters he placed musketeers 
who by their shooting prevented the besieged from putting their heads 
over the wall. Ho extended these passages to under the tower, which 
was planted with cannon, and destroyed its foundations so that a 
number of brave men took up posts there, and received no hurt from 
the huqqahs 2 and matwalas 3 fired by the enemy. Finally the tunnel 
was extended under the rampart ( diwar fasti)* and inside the fort. 
Although Muhammad Murad Khan one day through a lucky chance 
would have taken possession of the fort, but the other leaders out of 
respect for the Mir Atish —who in this matter publicly unfurled the 
flag of: “I and none else”—did not give heed to him; a reference to 
this has been made in the account 5 of Muhammad Murad Khan. 
Later before the plans of the Mir Atish had been completed, the 

1 Apparently the reference is to hath Ullah Khan's account referred to 
in footnote 3, p. 936. 

2 See Irvine, op. cit., pp, 131, 182. These were some type of a hand 
grenade. 

3 Apparently the stones that were rolled down. This is confirmed by 
Khafi Khan. II, p. 464, where the expression is satig-i-matwala or drunken 
stones, so called, apparently because they rolled along and from side to side like a 
reeling drunkard. 

4 See Irvine, op. cit., p, 264, who is inclined to consider faftl as “a plat¬ 
form running round the inside of the wall, on which the guns were mounted, 
or from which the defenders fired''. 

5 Ma 3 thir-ul~Umarii. Text, III, pp. 682-692, translation antea. His part 
in the Panhala siege is detailed on pp. 688, 689. of the text. 
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besieged were reduced to extremities and surrendered the fort. In the 
46th year after the conquest of the fort of Khelna (Vishalgarh) he was 
granted an increase of 500 1 . In the 47th year through his skill and 
valour the fort of Kondana (Singhgarh) known as Bakhshanda Bakhsh 
(The gift of the Giver) was conquered 2 . In the 48th year, as a reward 
for his conquest of the fort of Rajgarh he was granted an increase of 
500 foot with 200 horse, and his rank thereby was advanced 3 to 
3,500 foot with 1,800 horse. In the 49th year in addition to his 
appointment of the Mir Atish lie was appointed Superintendent of 
the Artillery of the Deccan in succession to Mansur Khan. As he 
was later also made Dila'dar of BanT Shahgarh and Muhyiabad up to 
the river Bhimra (Bhlma), Muhammad Ishaq his son was appointed 
as his deputy in charge of the artillery. Afterwards he was granted 
the title of Bahadur, and after the conquest of Wagingcra he received 
an increase of 200 horse, and the gift of a drum. In the 50th year 
he was sent to punish the sedition-mongers in the direction of Rahman 
Bakhsh 4 . After the death of Emperor Aurangzlb Muhammad A‘zam 
Shah also left the charge of the artillery to him. It is stated that 
when on the day of the battle it appeared that Bahadur Shah would 
be victorious inasmuch as he was unrivalled as a marksman, he drove 
his elephant forward, and fired both the barrels of a double-barreled 
gun at Muhammad ‘AzTm-ush-Shan. Both misfired. He threw 
away the gun and at the same time a ball hit him in the chest, and 
he was killed. His son Muhammad Ishaq distinguished himself in 
Ins father’s life-time. Later he received the title of Tarbiyat Khan, 
and became 1st Mir Tfizuk (Chief Master of Ceremonies) in the time 
of Emperor Muhammad Shah. In the commotion of Nadir Shah his 
honour and property was wantonly plundered by the Emperor s armed 
police (Nadir Shah’s Nasaqchis 5 ). At the time of writing he was 
alive. 

2 Maathir-i-' Alamgirt, p. 460. 

2 Op. cit., p. 474 - 3 Op. cit., p. 485. 

4 Op. cit., p. 516, 5 See Irvine, op. cit., p. 227, 
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TARDI B’EG KHAN TURKISTANI 
(Vol. I, pp. 466-471). 

He was distinguished for his long and constant service under 
Emperor Humayun. After the conquest of Gujarat he was appointed 
Governor of Champaner 1 . When Mlrza ‘Askarl, who had been 
appointed Governor of Gujarat, was defeated by Sultan Bahadur, and 
proceeded to Agra with evil designs, and Sultan Bahadur crossing the 
MahindrI river advanced to Champaner, Tardi B?g Khan in spite of 
the strength of the fortress, and its abundant stores and means of 
defence, lost courage, and joined 2 3 Emperor Humayun at Mandu. 
But notwithstanding all the confidence reposed in him and his long 
association, TardT Beg Khan was in reality void of the true materials 
of loyalty and of the fair coin of devotion — than which there is no 
better capital in the realm of service. During the period of 
commotion he behaved in a manner which honest people regard 
as disgraceful, and which others also disapprove, and regard 
when practised towards them as exceedingly base and shameless, for 
instance, one day when they were marching through the territory of 
Ruo Maldeo, there was no special horse for the Emperor to ride. 
When they asked Tardi Beg Khan for a horse he raised difficulties. 
Nadim Koka proffered the horse on which his mother was riding, and 
had to scat that old lady on a camel". Afterwards when the august 
standards reached Umarkot, and there was great distress, he, when a 
demand was made, refused to give the property that he had acquired 
through royal patronage. The Emperor in concert with Ral Parshad, 
the ruler of the place, arrested him and others who had wealth, but 
immediately out of equity returned most of it to them. He only 
took a certain portion as a loan which he distributed in a fitting 

1 Akbarnama, Text, I, p. 130, Beveridge's translation, I, p. 316. Champa- 
ncr is some 60 miles east-south-east of Ahmadabad. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 144.1 translation, p. 321. 

3 Elliot's History , V, p. 212, also Akbarnama, I, translation, p. 391, 
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manner amongst his servants 1 . At the time of going to Iran Tardi 
BSg Khan and other faithless servants left the Emperor near Qandahar 
and joined Mirza ‘Askarl. The Mirza on the suspicion of their 
having property made over every one of them to his servants, and took 
them to Qandahar. He killed most of them by tortures, and took a 
large sum from Tardi Beg 2 . 

When Emperor Humayun returned from Iran, Tardi Beg Khan 
came forward full of penitence and remorse, and was again restored 
to his position of an Amir. In the year 955 A.H. (1548 A.D.) on 
the death of Mirza Ulugh Beg son of Mirza Sultan he was given the 
fief of Zamin Dawar, and was sent there to administer that area. As 
in the expedition to India he rendered valuable services, he received 3 
Mewat as his Jdgir, and his power and influence increased materially. 
On yth Rabi* I 4 , 963 A.H. (24th January, 1556 A.D.) Emperor Hu¬ 
mayun in the Capital city of Delhi slipped from the flat surface of 
the mosque and fell to the ground, and. departed from this world, 
according to the chronogram : 

Hemistich 

Hy may tin Padshah az bam uftad 
(Emperor Humayun fell from the roof; 962) 

Tardi Beg Khan, who was the Amlr-ul-Umara, recited 5 the 
Kbutba in the name of Emperor Akbar, and sent the insignia of 
sovereignty through Mirza Abut Qasim 6 , son of Mirza Kamran to 

2 Akbarnama, Text, I, p. 182, translation, pp. 375, 376. 

2 Op. Cit.. Text, pp. 192, 193, translation, p. 393. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 14, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 25. 

4 See Baneiji, Humayun Badshab, 11 , pp. 254, 255 for a detailed account 
of Humayun’s death. Also see Beveridge’s long note No. 3 on pp. 654-656 of 
his translation of Vol. I of Akbarnama where various authorities are cited and 
the question is discussed at length. The chronogram, ns noted in the text is 
short by one year, as Humayun died in 963 A.H. (1556 A.D.). 

5 Akbarnama, Text, I, p, 364, translation, p. 658. 

6 The insignia was sent through Ghularn 'Ali, but Mirza Abul Qasim was 
also sent to do homage, op. cit., text, p. 365, translation, p. 660. 
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Akbar who was then administering the Panjab. As a reward for this 
signal service, which was greatly approved, he was raised to the rank of 
5,000. With the other Delhi officers he took charge of that territory, 
and in a proper manner marching against HajI Khan—who was one of 
the trusted slaves of Shcr Shah, and who had raised the head of dis¬ 
affection near Narnaul, and was enjoying the income from round 
about that area—took that territory from him. He pursued him into 
Mewat, and punished many of the recalcitrants, and returning to 
Delhi 1 managed its affairs with great skill. 

At this time H£mii Baqal (came into the forefront). He had 
neither nobility nor lineage (hasb u nasb), and in the beginning was 
an object of contempt; he used to sell salt in the back lanes of the 
town of Rlwarl. By his chicanery he became enrolled among the 
purveyors ( baqqalan ) of Salim Shah, and became known by his talk 
and slander about other people. When Mubariz Khan ‘Adall came 
to power, he made Hemu his vakil and Commander-in-chief. By 
his audacity and scattering of gold he performed great feats. He 
first called himself Basant Ral, and afterwards assumed the title of 
Raja Bikramajit. As he did not know riding on horseback, he always 
used to go about on an elephant. Having collected a large number of 
elephants, he had 500 war-like elephants with him. On hearing of 
the inevitable event of Emperor Humayun he advanced against Delhi 
with 50,000 cavalry, r ,000 elephants, 51 guns and 500 culverincs, 
and encamped at Tughlaqabad. The plan of most of the officers— 
who on account of Hsmu’s disturbances had come from all round and 
joined Tardl Beg Khan—was that while waiting for the arrival of 
Emperor Akbar they should strengthen the towers and bastions of the 
fort. Tardl BCg Khan greatly heartened and encouraged them all, 
and made them ready for the battle. On the 2nd of Dhul Hijjah of 
the said year (yth October, 1556 A.D.) he engaged the enemy, and 
by his manful endeavours repulsed the opposing forces. Most of the 
imperialists pursued the fugitives, and others addressed themselves to 


1 Akbarnama, Text, n, p. zo, translation, p. 36. 
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plundering. Tardi BEg Khan with a limited number of men had 
halted, and was watching the situation, when suddenly Hemu came 
out of ambush and fell upon him. Afdal Khan, Khwaja Sultan ‘All, 
and Ashraf Khan Mir Bakhsht out of cowardice, and Mulla Plr Muham¬ 
mad Shlrwanl—who was Bairam Khan’s man, and wished for the 
Commander-in-chief’s (Tardi BSg Khan’s) defeat—took to flight. 
Tardi Beg Khan preferred life with dishonour to death with honour, 
and also fled, and thus what had begun as an achievement ended in 
being the opposite 1 . At Sirhind he joined the imperial army which 
was on its way for the extirmination of Hemu. Bairam Khan regard¬ 
ing him as a rival was apprehensive of him, while Tardi Beg Khan in 
view of his assumed position of the leader of the army was always 
after overthrowing Bairam Khan; and in addition each regarded 
bigotry as the basis of religion. At this time, when as a result of 
defeat Tardi BEg Khan was feeling humiliated and disgraced, Bairam 
Khan affected friendship and invited him to his quarters. He left 
him in his tent, and went out on the pretence of purification. His 
subordinates in his absence put Tardi Beg Khan to death. 

Verse 

If you see anyone’s back in battle, 

Kill hint if the enemy did not do so during engagement. 

On chat day Emperor Akbar had gone out hawking in the Sirhind 
plains. When he returned Bairam Khan sent him the message, that 
he had taken this audacious step for no other reason than loyalty. 
Tardi BEg Khan had deliberately run away from this battle. His 
insincerity and hypocrisy were known to all. If such offences were 
overlooked, no enterprises could be accomplished. He (Bairam Khan) 
was ashamed at not having obtained the Emperor’s permission, but he 
knew that owing to the latter’s innate graciousness, he would never 
sanction the execution. Emperor Akbar in view of the prevailing 
circumstances accepted Khan Khanan’s excuses, but as Tardi Beg Khan 

i Of. lit., Text, pp. 28-30, translation, pp, 47-50- 
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was an old and accomplished officer, he was displeased 1 . The 
Cha^htal officers also cherished rancour against Bairam Khan, and 
grew afraid and alarmed. 


TARDI KHAN 
(Vol. I, p. 478). 

He was the son of Qiyii Khan Gung 2 3 . After his father’s death 
he became a favourite of Emperor Akbar, and was appointed to a 
suitable Mansab. Later, he was deputed to the Deccan under Prince 
Sultan Daniyal, and rendered valuable services in that area. After¬ 
wards as a result of some improper actions he fell into disgrace, but in 
49th year was restored to favour, and was exalted by appointment 
to the rank of 2,000 foot with 500 horse 2 , and received a gift 4 of 
five lakhs of dams. 

TARSON MUHAMMAD KHAN 
(Vol. I, PP . 471-475). 

He was the sister’s son of Shah Muhammad Saif-ul-Muluk, who 
had become the ruler of Ghanjistan next to the territory of Khurasan. 
Shah Tahmasp Safavl in the year 940 A.H. (1534 A.D.) made Herat 
his winter cjuarters, and deputed an army for extirpating Shah Muham¬ 
mad, and to conquer that territory. Tarsun Muhammad Khan at 
first joined the service of the celebrated Muhammad Bairam Khan, and 
soon outstripped all his colleagues both in rank and trustworthiness. 
When Emperor Akbar became alienated from Bairam Khan, and went 
towards Delhi on the pretext of hunting, Bairam Khiin, in spite of 

1 Op. at., Text, pp. 32, 33, translation, pp, 51-53. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, III, pp. 54-56, translation, antca. pp. 530, 531; 
also sec Blochtnann, A'm, l(2ntl ciln.), pp. 3Cf>, 367. Qiya ICun was killed in 989 
A.H. (1581 A.D.). 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 827; Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 1239. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 836, translation, p. 1252. 
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his wisdom and ability, did not perceive that the dice had fallen the 
wrong way, and the scheme of times had taken another turn, and 
unconcernedly went on beating his drum of power. If any report of 
the state of affairs came to his ears, he did not believe it, till the orders 
of recall were issued to the officers. He now realized that the 
Emperor’s hunting this time was of another type. He sent Tarsun 
Muhammad Khan with other confidential officers to the Court, and 
conveyed messages of his humility and submission. When Tarsun 
Muhammad Khan arrived at the Court, he heard weighty replies and 
was unable to make any rejoinder. He was also not permitted to 
leave the Court. Bairam Khan found that the road he had taken was 
closed. He wished to come to the Presence weeping and wailing. 
His opponents becoming aware’of this plan impressed on Emperor 
Akbar, that Bairam Khan’s coming in whatever form it might be, 
would involve deceit and treachery. Consequently Tarsun Muham¬ 
mad Khan was sent wich Habib Ullah Khan to forbid Bairam Khan 
from coming, and not permit him to come even in the garb of friend¬ 
ship 1 2 . After many events, some of which are detailed in the account 
of that Amir 3 4 (Bairam Khan), Emperor Akbar gave permission to 
Bairam Mian for proceeding to the Hijaz, and gave him as companions 
Tarsun Muhammad Khan and HajI Muhammad Khan Slstanl. They 
guided him to the confines of the imperial territory, and returned from 
the borders of Nagore', Thereafter Tarsun Muhammad Khan was 
always in the service of the Emperor and being raised to the rank of 
Amir was exalted by the high rank of an officer of 3,000. For a 
time he was the Governor of Bhakkar 1 , and of Patan 5 in Gujarat. 

1 Akbarnama, Text, II, pp. 96, 97, Beveridge's translation, II, pp, 145, 
146, whence the above account of Bairam Khan is taken. 

2 Maadnr-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp, 371-384, Beveridge’s translation, I. pp. 
368-378. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, II, p, 118, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. x8r. 

4 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 91, Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 129. 

5 Of, tit.. Text, p, 190, translation, p. 267. 
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In che 23rd year he was removed 1 from there, and the next year was 
appointed as Faujdar of Jaunpur 2 . Mulla Muhammad Yazdl—who 
was celebrated as a learned man of the times—was sent with him as 
Sadr of the province. When some of the fief-holders in Bengal and 
Bihar Siibas became insubordinate, and raised higli the dust of dis¬ 
affection, Tarsun Muhammad Khan went to Bihar 3 with other loyal 
officers, and made great efforts to punish Bahadur Khan BadakhshI anti 
‘Arab Khan who belonged to the rebellious faction. When Ma'sum 
Khan Farrankhudi ungratefully went astray, Tarsun Muhammad 
Khan 1 with Shahbaz Khan adorned the field of battle. When in che 
27th year Mirza ‘Aziz Koka was appointed to liberate Bengal and 
retake it from the unfaithful officers, Tarsun Muhammad Khan was 
deputed with him, and behaved with great energy and bravery in 
subduing that country. 

Later when the Qaqshal Amirs separated from Ma'sum Khan 
Kabuli—who was the ringleader of the malcontents — and joined the 
imperial army, Kdkaltash sent Tarsun Muhammad Khan cowards 
Ghoraghat, the abode of the Qaqshals lest that country be plundered 
by the enemy. Tarsun Muhammad Khan 5 engaged himself in settling 
their territory and took up his residence at Tajpur (probably Dinajpur) 
until the rebel Ma'sum Khan having collected a large number of rebels 
arrived from the country of Bhatl (Assam), and ravaged the imperial 
dominions up to within seven kos of Tanda. He also sent a body of 
men to plunder the neighbourhood of Tajpur. Tarsun Muhammad 
Mian entrenched 6 himself in the fort, and Shahbaz Khan Kambu 
courageously marched from Patna to chastise the malcontents. The 
Bengal officers and Tarsun Muhammad Khan joined him, and there 
was a hot engagement with the enemy. In a short time the imperia- 

1 Op. cit., Text, p. 264, translation, p. 382. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, p, 281, translation, p. 4to. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, p. 287, translation, p. 422. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p, 307, translation, p. 453. 

5 Op. cit., Text, p. 319, translation, p. 467. 

6 Op, cit., Text, p. 416, translation, p. 619. 
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lists were victorious, and Ma'sum Khan again sought shelter in the 
Bhatl country. Shahbaz Khan now proceeded towards that quarter 
with the idea that if ‘Isa—the ruler of Bhatl, who was always expres¬ 
sing his loyalty—delivered up Ma'sum Khan, his sincerity would be 
established, otherwise he would be punished for his duplicity. When 
the bank of the river Ganges (really the river Lakhra) near Khidrpur— 
which was the ferry for entering the Bhatl country—became the impe¬ 
rial camp, there were engagements, Sonargaon was captured and the 
country was ravaged up to Katrapur, in which was ‘Isa’s home. 
Ma'sum Khan after a short fight took to flight; he was nearly cap¬ 
tured. Ac this time ‘Isii, who had gone to the Kuch country (Cooch 
Bihar), arrived with a large and well-equipped army. The imperial 
officers stood firm on the bank of the Brahmaputra, which is a great 
river that comes from Cathay, and built a fort there. There were 
river battles, and hot contests. Tarsun Muhammad Khan was 
deputed to arrange the army to come from behind so that the enemy 
would be surrounded from both sides. As it happened he selected 
a road which was close to the enemy, and Ma'sum Khan hearing about 
it came upon him with a large force. Shahbaz Khan sent Muhibb 
‘All Khan with some brave men to help Tarsun Muhammad Khan, 
and sent an urgent message asking Tarsun Muhammad Khan not to 
engage till reinforcements arrived; rather he was to take up some 
strong position. He did not trust the message, and said that deceitful 
persons had by this stratagem separated a body of men from their 
leader. But at last after many endeavours on the part of his compa¬ 
nions, who represented the wisdom of caution and the folly of care¬ 
lessness, he began by taking up a strong position. But as he placed 
little credence in the message, he did not stay there, but proceeded 
towards the camp. Just then an army appeared, and Tarsun Muham¬ 
mad Khan dropping the thread of foresight from his hand concluded 
that it was the body of auxiliaries, and prepared to welcome them. 
He had advanced only a short distance when hostile cries filled the 
plain with the dust of contention. Though the well-wishers urged 
that he must retire to the strong position till the men from the army 
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and the auxiliaries would arrive to help him, he did not agree. With 
a stout heart he advanced to give battle. Some of his men went away 
on the pretext of bringing the necessary materials for fighting. Al¬ 
though he had not more than fifteen men, he fought bravely, but as 
it was the dictate of Fate, he was wounded and taken prisoner. 
Ma'sum Khan entered by the door of friendship, and wished him to 
come over to his side. He in his loyalty replied with abuse and 
reproaches, and gave good advice. That light-headed man became 
angry, and put the grey-beard of dominion to death 1 2 . This catas¬ 
trophe occurred in 992 A.H. (1584 A.D.) in the 29th year of the 
reign. 


TASH BEG TASH KHAN 
(Vol. I, pp. 482, 483). 

He was one of the single-fighters of Mirza Muhammad Hakim. 
After the death of the Mirza, he in the 30th year was gratified by 
enlistment* in the service of Emperor Akbar. He became an object 
of favour, and received a Jaglr as his tankbwab in the Panjab Sftba. 
In the 3 1 st year he 3 4 5 6 was deputed with Raja Blrbar (Blrbal) to assist 
Zain Khan Koka, and in 32nd 1 year under ‘Abdul Matlab Khan in 
the campaign against the Tiirlkls (Raushanls). In the 40th year he 
was sent independently to chastise -1 ' the ‘Isa Khail tribe, and although 
he exerted himself bravely, the affair, owing to his illness, could not 
be executed properly. In the 42nd year he was 0 deputed with Asaf 

1 Of. cit., Text, pp. 432-434, translation, pp, 645-651. Beveridge has 
discussed the localities in a series of very valuable notes on the pages cited. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 473, Beveridge’s translation, III, p, 713, 

3 Of. cit., Text, p. 478, translation, p. 720. 

4 Of. cit., Text, p. 520, translation, p. 794. For ‘Abdul Matlab I£han see 
Maathir^ul-Umara. Text, II, pp. 769-771, Beveridge’s translation, I. pp, 40, 41 
and Blochmann, A'in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 441, 442. 

5 Of. cit., Text, p, 671, translation, p. 1031. 

6 Of. cit., Text, p. 726, translation, p. 1084. For Asaf £han see Maiitbirm 
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Khan for the capture of the fort of Mau’—which Was one of the 
great strongholds of the Zamtnddrs of the northern hills in the Panjab 
province—and rendered valuable service. As a reward he was granted 
the title of Taj Khan. In the 47th year, when the rebellion of Basu, 
the Zaminddr of the same hills, broke out afresh, and Khwaja Sulaiman 1 
was appointed Bakbshi of the province, and sent off to collect in one 
place an army from Qulij Khan Subabdar and other fief-holders of the 
territory, such as Hasan Bffg Shaikh ‘Umri, Taj Khan and Ahmad 
Beg Khan Kabuli, and chastise the presumptuous chief, Tash Khan 
did not wait for others, but by successive marches reached the Pargana 
of Pathan (Pathankot) their Tbancigah. It chanced that while his men 
were pitching the tents, an army of that bandit arrived, Jamil Bfg, 
his son, and others immediately attacked it, and a severe engagement 
took place, Jamil Bfg and fifty of his father’s retainers were killed 3 . 
After the accession of Emperor Jahangir he was promoted 3 to the rank 
of 3,000, In the 2nd year when the Emperor returned from Kabul 
to India, and the governorship of that province was assigned to Shah 
Bsg Khan — who on being removed from Qandahar was on the road— 
Tash Beg was ordered that till the arrival of the said Khan he should 
take care 1 of Kabul. Later his rank was increased, and he was 
appointed 5 Governor of Tatta (Sindh). In the 9th year, corresponding 
to 1023 A.H. (1614 A.D.) he died 6 there. 

TATAR KHAN KHURASAN! 

(Vol. I, p. 471). 

He was one of the officers of Emperor Akbar’s reign, and reached 
the rank of 1,000. His name was Khwaja Tahir Muhammad. For 

til-Umara , Text, 1 , pp. 107-1:5, Beveridge’s translation, pp. 282-287, and Blocli- 
mann, op. til., pp. 451-454- 

1 Op. cit., Text, p, 803, translation, pp. 1206. 1207. 

2 Op. cit., Text, pp. 804, 805, translation, pp. 1208, 1209. 

3 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tdziik-i-Jahangtri, 1 , p. 31. 

4 Op. cit., p. i2i. 5 Op. cit,, p. 261. 6 Op. cit., p. 267, 
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Tffgh Beg Khan Mlrza Gul 

a long time he was included among the Vazirs. In the 8th year he 
was deputed with Shah Budagh Khan to pursue Shah Abul Ma'all 1 , 
who passing near Hissar Flriiza was proceeding towards Kabul. 
Later, for a long time he was in-charge of the government 2 3 of Delhi. 
In the year 986 A.H. (1578 A.D.) he died. 

tFgh beg khan mtrza gul s 

(Vol. I. pp. 504, 505). 

He and his two elder brothers Mlrza Faqlr Ullah and Mlrza Gada 
were sister's sons of Beglar Khan Mlrza Ahmad, who was the Divan 
of Sultan Bedar Bakht. In the time of Emperor Muhammad Shah 
he was the commandant of the Surat port. Their father was an 
officer of small rank. After his death Mir Na’man Khan, the second 
son of Khwaja 'Abclur Rahim the Kbgn-i-Bnyutdt supported them. 
When the said Khan died, they were supported by their maternal 
uncle. Mlrza Faqlr Ullah died young. Mlrza Gada at first had the 
title of Gada B?g, and when the said Beglar Mian (his maternal uncle) 
died, and as he also was his son-in-law, he was granted the title of 
Beglar Khan, and appointed Commandant 4 of the fort of Surat. Later, 
Mlrza Gul through his good fortune received the title of Tcgh Beg 
Khan during the reign of Emperor Muhammad Shah, and was 
appointed Superintendent ( Mutsadt ) of that port, and was for a long 
time in complete charge of its affairs. He made a name for himself 
there by his charitable acts ( nan-diht, lit. bread giving) and magnani¬ 
mity. When he left the world in 1159 A.H. (1746 A.D.) the 
Superintendence of the port was assigned to Mu‘In-ud-Dln Khan 
Bahadur alias Miyan Achhan, son of Shah Makhan, who was related 
to the said Khwaja ‘Abdur Ralmn Khan, on account of his being the 

1 Akbarnama. Text, II, p. 200, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 311. 

2 Of. cit.. Text, pp, 280, 288, translation, pp, 4 ! 5 , 424, 

3 Mca Atchund of Mill’s History of India, III, p. 327. 

4 For a detailed account of Tegh Beg f^lian’s independent governorship of 
Surat see Gazetteer Bombay Presidency, II (1887), pp. 116-122. 
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son-in-law of the cider Beglar Khan. Ac the time of writing though 
the port has come into the possession of the hat-wearing English, but 
Mu'in-ud-Din’s son, who has the title of Qaim-ud-Daulah; has his 
name entered (as superintendent). Gul ba khdk uftad: The flower 
fell to dust, is the chronogram of Tegh Beg Khan’s death (i 159 A.H., 
1746 A.D.). 


(RAJA) TODAR MAL 
(Vol. II, pp. 123-129). 


Raja Todar Mai was a Li'iliorl 1 Khattri. He was an able accoun¬ 
tant, and a courageous administrator. Through Emperor Akbar’s 
patronage he rose to a high office, and attained the rank of an officer 
of 4,ooo 2 and was made an Amir and leader. In the 18th year when 
by the Emperor’s arrival Gujarat territory was cleansed of sedition- 
mongers, the Raja 3 was left there to investigate the fiscal 4 5 assessment of 
the territory, so that an equitable and just cariff for revenue assignment 
of the area might be enforced. In the 19th year after the conquest 

1 In the text it is not stated that Raja Todar Mai was born at Lahore in 
the Panjab, and the statement that lie was a Lahori Khattri is correct for it is 
admitted by die people of Loharpur in Oudli that his father was a Panjabi 
Khattri. In this connection reference may be made to the letter of Mr. Fcrrar 
of Sitapur, Oudh, published on p. 178 of tile Proceedings of the Asiatic Society 
of Bengal for 1871, and Mr. Blochmann’s remarks on it. According to this 
letter Todar Mai s father, who was Panjabi Khattri, came to Loharpur, and 
married the daughter of a Chcpari Khattri, and that Todar Mai was born 
there. Loharpur is 17 miles north of-Sitapur, and is mentioned in A’in, II, p. 
* 77 (Jarrett’s translation). Mr. Ferrar states in his letter that there is a place 
called Rajapur, near Loharpur, where a fair is held in the Raja’s honour. For 
Raja Todar Mai s account sec Blochmann, A'in, I (and edn.), pp. 376-379, an ^ 
Muhammad Husain Azad, Darbar-i-Akbart (Lahore, 1939), pp. 519-534. 

2 He was raised to the rank of 4,000 in the 30th year, Akbarnama, Text, 
UI» P- 4 ? 7 > Beveridge’s translation, p. 687. 

3 Akbarnama, Text, p. 65, translation, III, p. 91. 

4 £**• 1 ama'damt, see Wilson’s Glossary, pp. 120, 228. 

5 • 1 dnkhwah or assignment, see Wilson, op, cit., p. 509. 
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of Patna he was honoured by the grant of a standard and a drum, and 
was deputed 1 to help Mun‘im Khan in Bengal. Though in this 
campaign the leadership and planning were Khan Khanan’s share, yet 
in the actual campaigning, encouraging the soldiers, making dashing 
marches, chastising the recalcitrants and the opposing forces, the Raja 
played a more distinguished part. In the battle with Da’ud Khan 
KararanT, when Khan ‘Alam the leader of the vanguard was killed, and 
Khan Khanan after he was severely wounded turned the rein, the Raja 
stood firm, and continued his efforts till defeat was turned into victory. 
On the battle-field while the enemy were exulting over their victory, 
an unpleasant report about Khan ‘Alam and Khan Khanan was 
brought to him. The Raja becoming angry said, “If Khan ‘Alam be 
dead, what harm? It Khan Khanan has left, what fear? The 
Emperor’s good fortune is with 11s 2 .” After settling that country he 
returned to the Court, and was, as previously, engaged in financial 
and political duties. 

When Khan Jahan was appointed Governor of Bengal, Raja Todar 
Mai was deputed 3 with him, and by his excellent arrangements the 
territory which had been lost was recovered 4 5 . He captured and killed 
Daud. In the 21st year he brought to the threshold of the Cali¬ 
phate from that area glorious spoils which included three to four hun¬ 
dred elephants 6 . As the province of Gujarat had not been properly 
settled, and owing to the neglect of WazTr Khan affairs were in con¬ 
fusion, the Raja was deputed 0 to rectify matters in that territory. 

1 Akbamama, Text, III, p. 71, translation, p. 98. 

2 Of. cit., Text, pp. 118-126; translation, pp. 169-179. Raja Fodar Mai’s 
reply on hearing of the death of IChan 'Alam and the Khan Khanan being forced 
to leave the battlefield is differently worded there (translation, p. 178). 

3 Op. cit.. Text, p. 162; translation, ;p. 229, and text, pp. 179-182, 
translation, pp. 251-255. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, p. 183; translation, p. 256. 

5 Op. cit.. Text, p. 196; translation, p. 277. The number of elephants 
brought by Raja Todar Mai was 304. 

6 Op. cit., Text, p. 198; translation, p. 280. 
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He by his skill, understanding, courage and bravery made proper 
arrangements from Sultanptir and Nandurbar to Baroda and Cham- 
piincr, and after his arrival at Ahmadabad, he in conjunction with 
Wazlr Khan lighted the lamp of justice. Suddenly the disturbance of 
Muzaffar Husain Mlrza instigated by Mihr ‘All Kolabi broke out. 
Wazlr Khan wanted to take shelter in the fort. Raja Todar Mai by his 
determination made him prepare for battle, and in the 22nd year an 
engagement took place near Dholqa. As a result of the flight of his 
soldiers Wazlr Khan was in a very tight corner, and was about to lose 
his life. The Raja who was the leader of the left wing, drove off the 
opposing forces, and went to his help. Immediately the warp and 
woof of the proud rebels were severed to bits, and the Mlrza fled 
towards Junagarh', In the same year he returned to the Court, and 
resumed 2 his duties as a Vazir. 

When in that year the Emperor went from Ajmer to the Panjab, 
one day in the bustle of the march the Raja’s idols were lost, and as he 
never transacted any other business until he had performed their wor¬ 
ship according to special rites, he forswore food and sleep. The 
Emperor by his advice made him gave up some of his superstitious 
devotion 3 . He had to perform the duties of Vazir, but he could not 
satisfactorily complete the task owing to fear and the predominance 
of double-faced ten-tongued men. In the beginning of the 27th year, 
990 A.H. (1582 A.D.) he was honoured by appointment as the 
chief Divan. In fact he was the Vakil with absolute powers, and all 
business was transacted under his direction. The Raja began to recon¬ 
struct the financial and political edifice, and laid down definite regula¬ 
tions which were adopted by royal order. Details of these are given 
in Akbarnama '. In the 29th year his house was glorified by the 

1 Op. cit., Text, pp. 207-209; translation, pp. 292-294. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, p. 214, translation, p. 300. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, p. 221, translation, p. 510. 

4 His appointment as chief Divan is recorded on p. 381 of the text and 
p. 581 of the translation. His eleven regulations are detailed on text pp. 381- 
383; translation, pp. 561-506. 
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Emperor 's visit, and in gratitude lie arranged a grand feast 1 . In the 
32nd year a wicked Khattrl on account of enmity struck him in 
his palanquin at night with a sword. The attendants of the Raja 
killed the assailant 2 3 . When Raja Birbar was killed in the hills of 
Swat, Raj T 5 dar Mai’ and Kanwar Man Singh were sent to punish 
the Yusufzais. When in the 34th year the Emperor went to 
Kashmir, the Raja was appointed with Muhammad Qull Klnn 
Barlas and Raja Bhagwant Das Kaclnvaha to the charge of Lahore 4 5 6 . 
During this year while the Emperor was proceeding from Kashmir 
to Kabul, the Raja wrote a petition to the effect that as age 
and sickness had overcome him, and apparently his death was 
near at hand, he begged that he be relieved from all business, 
and be allowed to the bank of the Ganges and spend his last 
breaths in prayer and meditation. Leave was granted, and he left 
LahSre for Hardwar. Suddenly another order came to the effect that 
no worship of God was equal to taking care of the weak. It was, 
therefore, better that he should look after the affairs of the oppressed 0 . 
He was obliged to return. Eleven days after the beginning of the 
year 998 A.H., corresponding to the 34th year of the reign he died 0 
(21st November, 1589 A.D.). 

The learned Abril Fadl writes about him that for uprightness, 
straightforwardness, service, kind nature, freedom from avarice, arrang¬ 
ing expeditions, courage, capacity for putting heart into cowards, 
knowledge of details, zeal and administration of Indian affairs lie was 
the unique of the age. But he was spiteful and vindictive. Small 

1 Op. til., Text, p. 440, translation, p. 661. 

2 Op. tit.. Text, pp. 519, 520; translation, pp. 792, 793. 

3 Op. cil., Text, pp. 487, 488; translation, pp. 736, 737. 

4 Op. til., Text, p. 537, translation, p. 817, 

5 Op. cit., Text, p. 567, translation, p. 858. 

6 Op. cit., Text, p. 569; translation, p. 861. Beveridge gives 8th Novem¬ 

ber, 1589, as the date of his death; this must he according to the Old Style 
for 11 days from the beginning of 998 A.H. would be either 21st or 20th of 
November, 1589, as the 1st of the year was Friday, 10th November. 
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differences flourished in the garden of his mind—this has been consi¬ 
dered by wise men as the worst of all traits, especially in government 
where the affairs of all people are entrusted to a person who is the 
Vakil of the master of a kingdom. If the face of his nature were not 
tarnished by religious bigotry, this mean personality would not have 
been so contemptible. The fact, however, is that if he were not 
bigoted, conventional and spiteful, and did not stick to his own opi¬ 
nions, he wotdd have been a spiritually great man. In spite of all 
this and considering the prevailing state of affairs in regard to genero¬ 
sity and liberality—the market of which is generally flat—he was for 
service, diligence and understanding unrivalled. (His death) was a 
great blow to disinterested service, and the market of business lost its 
briskness. It is accepted that an honest person may be found, though 
probably he would be a fellow nestling of the phoenix (‘ anqa ), but by 
what charm could he acquire that influence (i'timad) which so seldom 
falls to the share of mortals 21 . 

Emperor Aurangzib used to say that he heard from Emperor Shah 
Jahan, that Emperor Akbar had one day remarked, “Tddar Mai is 
very wise and prudent in financial and political affairs, but his uncon¬ 
cern and conceit cannot be approved.” Abul Fadl, who was not on 
good terms with him, brought up several charges against him. Emperor 
Akbar replied, “I cannot dismiss one whom I have nurtured.” The 
rules and regulations of Raja Todar Mai for developing the country 
and in regard to military affairs are current throughout India, and have 
been the bases for several royal rescripts. In India in the days of the 
earlier sovereigns and rulers they used to take one sixth (of the pro¬ 
duce) from the cultivators. The Raja classified land as polaj, parautl, 
chachar and banjar 2 , and measurements were carried out of all tilled 

1 Op. cit., Text, p. 569, translation, pp. 861, 862. In this connection also 
see IMochmann, op. cit., p. 377, regarding ‘‘the change in the language and the 
character used for revenue accounts”, and which Blochmann rightly considers 
“as the most important reform introduced by Todar Mai.” 

2 See Jarrctt’s translation of A’in, II, p. 63, where these four classes of 
land are defined. 
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and uncultivated land—this was called Raqba ‘—on the basis of bigbas 
and biswas. The assessement on cultivation of vegetables and pot- 
herbs, and all kinds of corn etc., was fixed in cash per bigba, and in 
some cases on a division of the produce which was designated batdl. 
As in the earlier days the salaries of the soldiery were reckoned in 
black copper coins, Todar Mai fixed the value of the rupee—which 
was reckoned previously at 40 faliis — at forty dams, and fixed the 
assessment (jama') on the basis of the actual produce ( hdl-hdsil '), 
and granted it in feudal tenure as an assignment—this was called 
Jdgn 1 , And areas of the estates—whose revenue was paid directly 
into the imperial treasury, were called Kbalsa —to the value of one 
kror (ten million) dams —which on the basis of collections for 12 
months amounted to 2,500 for every lac of rupees, keeping in view 
the good and bad yield of the crops—were each assigned to one 
experienced officer, who was called the kror? and the extra revenue 
charges for the irregular troops (siwdt sihband't) to be collected were 
fixed at rupees five per hundred. In the earlier days no coins other 
than fains 7 " (copper coins) were current. In granting rewards to 
officers, ambassadors and poets the procedure adopted was to mint coins 
of silver alloyed with copper of the weight of fains, and designate 
these silver tankab 4 5 6 . The Raja had asbrafts of unadulterated gold 
weighing eleven mdsbas 7 , silver rupees weighing eleven and a half 
mdshas coined. Many other reforms which were introduced by him, 

4 Wilson’s Glossary, p. 19 C>. 

2 For lagir and Khalsa, see P. Saran, Provincial Government of the 
Mnghals , p. 79. 

3 Wilson’s Glossary, pp. 297, 298, and P. Saran, op. tit., pp. 296, 297. 
The krorts were first appointed in the end of the 19th year of Hmperor Akbar’s 
reign after his return to Fathpiir Sikri in January, 1575 ( Akbarnama, Text, III, 
p. 117, translation, p. 167). Though the name krori is not used in A’in, the 
office is defined on Text, I, p. 10, Blochmann’s translation, p. 13, as “zealous and 
upright men were put in charge of the revenues, each over one kror of dams''. 

4 Wilson’s Glossary, pp, 481, 48f>. 5 Wilson’s Glossary, p. 155. 

6 Wilson s Glossary, p. 53 ®- 7 Wilson’s Glossary, p. 333. 
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cannot be detailed here. And in fact the disposition of Emperor 
Akbar—who was the founder of the state and government—was pro¬ 
lific in all affairs. He introduced valuable innovations in all arts and 
crafts. During his prosperous reign, as wise and clever men of all 
the seven climes were collected round him, all these expert masters by 
their clever instincts and correct understanding suggested marvellous 
practices, and useful innovations for approval by the Emperor. Even 
artisans and authors in their own trades and profession made marvel¬ 
lous advances. 


Verse 

When the King is a master of learning, 

He makes experts of all workers. 

The Raja had a number of sons. The eldest of them was Dhatu, 
who had the rank of 700 in Emperor Akbar’s days. He performed 
great deeds under Khan Khaniin in the Tatta (Sindh) campaign, 
where 1 he was killed. It is stated that his horses were shod with 
gold and silver. 

(RAJA) TODAR MAL SHAH JAHANT 
(Vol. II, pp. 286, 287). 

At first he was an associate of Afdal Khan 2 3 . After his death, he, 
in the 13th year, received the title of Rai, and was appointed Dtvdn, 
Amin and Faujddr of the Sarkar of Sirhind 5 . In the 14 th year the 
charge of the Fanjdd'A of Lakh! Jangal was added to it. As the 
Emperor was pleased with his development of the territory, in the 

1 This was in the 37th year in Khan Khiinan ‘Abdur Rahim’s campaign 
in Sindh against Mirzii Jani Beg, see Akbarnama, III, Text, pp/>r>8-6io, transla¬ 
tion, pp. 929-932. Dharfi's death is recorded on p. 60 of text, and 930 of the 
translation, 

2 Miltbir-ul Um iril, Text, 1 , pp. 1 45-1 51, Beveridge’s translation, I. pp. 

r 49* 1 53- 

3 BadshAknimx, II, p- 206. 


3 Op, cit., p. 236. 
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15th year he was awarded a robe of honour, a horse and an elephant 1 , 
and in the 16th year, as a reward for his valuable services his rank 
was increased to 1,000 foot with 1,000 horse, two-horse three-horse 
troopers 2 . In the 19th year his rank was further increased by 500 
foot with 200 horse, two-horse three-horse troopers, and he was posted 
to Sirhind 3 . In the 20th year he again received an increase of 300 
horse 4 , two-horse three-horse troopers. Gradually the charge for the 
management of the Sarkar DTpalpur, and Parganas Jalandhar and 
Sultanpur was added to it; the annual revenue of these areas amounted 
to fifty lacs of rupees. He took proper measures for the collection 
of this amount. As a result in the 21st year he was exalted by pro¬ 
motion to the rank of 2,000 with 2,000 horse, and the grant of the 
title of Raja 3 . In the 23rd year he was awarded a standard. After 
the battle of Samugarh when Dara Shikoh during his flight reached 
Sirhind, Raja Todar Mai as a precautionary measure had retired to the 
Laklu Jangal. Dara Shikoh took 20 lacs of rupees of the Raja’s pro¬ 
perty which were buried in various places 0 . During the reign of 
Emperor Aurangzlb he was for a time in charge of the Fmjdm of 
Itawah 7 (Etawah). In the 9th year, corresponding to 1076 A.H. 
(1665-66 A.D.) he died. 

TOLAK KHAN QuCHIN 

(Vol. I, pp. 475-478). 

He was one of the servants of Emperor Babur". Later he joined 
the stirrups of Emperor Humayvin. After that monarch returned 
from Iran, and took Kabul, and when Mirza Kamran, on a pretence 

1 Op. cit., p. 247. 2 Op. cit., p. 319. 

3 Op. cit., p, 473 - 4 Op. cit., p. 627. 

5 'Amal Salih, III, p. 7. (> ‘Alamg'trnama pp. 142, 143. 

7 His removal from Sirhind is mentioned in ‘Alamgirnama, p. 220, while 
his appointment as Faitjclar of Etawah in the 3rd year is recorded on p. 603. 

8 Though the text seems to imply that he was one of Babur’s servants 
but it is hardly likely that a man who died in 1596 could have served Babur, 
who died in i 53 °- Here the word Baburt probably nieans an old servant. 
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of service but with a heart full of guile, came near Kabul, and was 
joined by treacherous officers, f : mperor Humayun was compelled to 
turn his reins towards Duhhak and Bamiyan, where he had'.many 
faithful followers. He sent Tulak Khan with some other servants 
to look after Kabul, but except for Tulak Khan not one returned to 
him 1 . His good services were approved, and he was appointed 
Keeper of the Arsenal (Qnrfieg). In the expedition to India he 
followed 2 the royal stirrups, and rendered good service. After the 
death of F.tnperor Humayun when Shah Abtil MaTtii went astray, 
Akbar’s well-wishers were anxious to arrest him. One day he was 
invited to a feast, and when he stretched out his hands for a wash, 
Tulak Khan — who was well known for the quickness of his move¬ 
ments—came behind him and seized both his arms. Others helped, 
and the work of arrest was carried out 3 . Later, he was for a long 
time attached to the Kabul administration. In the 8th year of the 
reign of Omperor Akbar, Ghani Khan, the son of Mun'im Be^ Khan 
Khanan, was supreme in Kabul. Light-headedness and turbulence 
were natural to him, while he had become intoxicated by youth and 
his high office. One day, he, without any cause seized Tiilak Khan 
who was a man of position, and put him and a number of his relatives 
into confinement. Tfdak Khan by the help of some sensible men 
made his escape. After this affair he resided in the village of Baba 
Khatun, which was his Jagir, and waited for an opportunity for retri¬ 
bution, One day Ghani Khan left Kabul for seizing a caravan from 
Balkh, and arranged a wine party at the stage of Khwaja Sih Yaran, 
which is a delightful spot. Tulak Khan with a body of his relations 
and servants fell upon him while he was drunk, and captured him and 
Shagim the son of Qaracha. He relieved his angry feelings by 
abusing Ghani Khan, and set off with his men to take Kabul. He 

1 Akbarnamt, Text, I, p. 1497, Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 560. 

2 Op. cil., translation, p, 623, note 1, no. 24. 

3 Akb.unam.-i, Text, If, p. 16, Beveridge’s translation, II, pp. I9i 20 
Also see note 2 about the picture of Abiil M.dali's arrest in the Bodleian 
Library, Oxford. 
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halted ac the village of Khwaja Awash which is two kos from the 
city. When Fudail Beg, the brother of Mun'im Khan, and his son 
Abul Hath prepared to fight against him, he agreed to make peace on 
condition of several estates being assigned to him, and released GhanI 
Khan. The latter as soon as he was released marched against Tulak 
Khan with a large army. Tulak Khan did not think it advisable to 
remain there and so started for India. Near Ghorband river the 
Kabul army caught him up, and there was a battle. Baba Quchln 
and some other of his servants were killed, but he and his son Isfandi- 
yar, and a few of his relations and servants manfully fought their 
way out 1 . In chc same year he took up service under Emperor Akbar, 
and gathered the materials of tranquility through the grant of a fief 
in the province of Malwa. In the 28th year when the Malwa army 
was ordered to assist Mirza Khan Khan Khanan (‘Abdur Rahim) he 
also went with it, and according to the orders of the Khan Khanan 
went against Saiyid Daulat 2 3 , who was creating a disturbance in 
Cambay. He punished him, and was victorious. Later he joined 
the imperial army, and in the battle against Sultan Muzaffar Gujratl 
was in the left wing' 1 , and took an active part in the action. Later 
he went with Qultj Khan to take Bahronj (Broach). In the 30th 
year when the Malwa army was deputed to assist Khan A‘zam (Mirza 
'Aziz Koka) for the conquest of the Deccan, he 4 also hurried there. 
In the course of the disagreement between Khan A‘zam and Shihab- 
ud-Din Ahmad Khan he fell under suspicion on account of the talk 
of the babblers, and was imprisoned 5 . On being released he was 
appointed as an auxiliary of the Bengal and Bihar forces, and in the 
37th year he was with Raja Man Singh in the battle with Qutlu’s 

1 Op. cit.. Text, pp. 184, 185, translation, pp. 285-287. 

2 Akbarnamtt, Text, III, p. 429. Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 640. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 430, translation, p. 642. 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 4 ^ 5 - His name is iwl mentioned in the translation 
on p. 701. 

5 Op. cit., Text, p. 4851, translation, pp. 739, 740, and note 5. 
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sons, and assisted the left wing 1 . He died in the beginning of the 
41st year 2 corresponding to 1004 A.H. (1596 A.D.). 

TURKTAZ KHAN 
(Vol. I. pp. 503, 504). 

His ancestors were from Turan. His father came to India during 
the time of Emperor AurangzTb, and joined tire royal service. .He was 
granted a suitable rank, and the title of Yakkahtaz 3 Khan, and deputed 
to chastise the Marathas. His uncle Kh waja Khan 4 , who was the son- 
in-law of Siyadat Khan Saiyul Oghlan, was in the 51st year granted 
the rank of 1,600. Turktaz Khan was born in the Deccan, and 
adopted Maratha customs. In dress and even food he did not dis¬ 
tinguish himself from them, and in battle also he adopted their 
cossack-type of fighting which the Deccanis call Bargigin s . He was 
on the roll of the Deccan auxiliary officers. In the battle 0 with ‘Alam 
‘All Khan although he was with him, yet on account of his being a 
fellow country man, he colluded with Asaf Jab, and did not at all 
exert himself. After the victory he met 7 Asaf Jail with respect, and 
1 he old associations were renewed and strengthened. Throughout his 
hie he lived honourably. In die year 1149 A.H. (1736 A.D.) he 
died. EIc had three sons. The eldest Khwaja Muhammad during 
1 he time of Asaf Jah had the title of Khan and in Nasir Jang’s time 
1 he title of his father, and in the days of Salabat Jang was styled QawT 

1 Op. ut... Text, p. 611, translation, j>. 935. 

Op. cif., Text, p. 711, translation, p. 1060. He apparently died in the 
e 1:. 1 of June, 1596 

i He is often mentioned in ' Al amgirnama and Maaihir-i- Alam girt as one 
ot i!u- officers who took part in several campaigns. 

I Maatbu -i-'Alamgiri, p. 518. 

, Bargi according to Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls, p. 171, is a 
nain lor Maratha Soldiery. 

<• battle near Balaptir, Akola district, 6th Shawwal, 1132 A.H, (11th 
Anr i, 1720). 

Ixhafi Khan, II, p. 895. 
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Jang. He reached the rank of 5,000, and was for a long time the 
commandant of the Ahmadnagar fort. For some reason he delivered 
the fort to the Marathas. In 1187 A.H. (1773 A.D.) he died of 
some illness. He was a friendly man, of pleasant disposition, and a 
patron of the learned. He was very fond of good calligraphy. He 
never let fall the thread of friendship with the writer of the pages. 
Of the other two sons (of Turktaz Khan), one was Hamid Khan, and 
the other Khwaja Sharif Khan. Both had ranks and Jaglr. They 
died before their elder brother. 

TAHIR KHAN* 

(Vol. II, pp. 751-754). 

His name was Tahir Shaikh. In the 20th year of Emperor Shah 
Jahan’s reign he came from Balkh, and kissed the royal threshold. 
He was awarded a robe of honour, a jewelled dagger and Rs. 10,000 
in cash, 1 and later a sword with golden and enamelled accoutrements, 
and the rank of 800 foot with 400 horses 2 . Later he was exalted by 
the grant of a jewelled pgba', and his rank was increased to 1,000 
with 500 horse. Fie was also awarded the title of Khiin, and a horse 
with silver saddle. 3 He hurried to Balkh in attendance on the stirrups 
of Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur. In the 21st year he 
received an increase of 500 foot with 100 horse, and on his return 
from there he placed his brow of loyalty on the threshold of faith. 
In the 22nd year his rank was increased to 2,000 foot with 700 
horse 4 , and he was deputed to the Qandahar campaign in attendance 
on Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb Bahadur. After reaching there he 
proceeded towards Bust in the company of Qulij Khan, and attacked 
the fort of KhansI, which is on the borders of Slstan, and acquired 

* This and the next biography are of officers whose names begin witli 
the letter b T 

1 Badshahnama, II, pp. ft 08, 609. 

3 Of. cit., pp. 627, 628. 


2 Op, cit., pp. 610, 611. 
4 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 69. 
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much booty. In the battle against the Iranians he greatly distin¬ 
guished himself, and in the 23rd year he received as a reward the 
rank of 2,500 foot with 1,000 horse'. Later, on arriving at the 
Court an order was issued to the officers of the Buyutat that the 
peshkashes received on Thursdays should for a period of one year 
be sent to the said Khan 3 . I11 the 25th year he was again deputed 
to the Qandahar campaign 111 attendance on the said Prince. In the 
26th year lie accompanied* Prince Dura Shikoh on the same enterprise, 
and with Rustam Khan reached Qandahar before the arrival of the 
Prince. Prom there he in company with the said Khan proceeded 
towards Bust. In the 28th year he was granted an increase of 500 
horse, and sent with Jumlat-ul-Mulk Sa'ad Ullfih Khan to the Chitor 
fort. In the battle near Samugat'h he was 4 with Dara Shikoh. After 
the latter’s flight, when Atuangzlb’s army arrived near Agra, Tahir 
Khan waited 6 upon Aurangzib, and was granted a robe of honour. 
Later he was deputed** with Khalil Ullfih Khan for the pursuit of 
Dura Shikoh. In the second battle against Dara Shikoh he received a 
tjuiver 7 , and acted with the body of scouts. Apparently after that 
he was appointed Governor of Multan, for the author of Maalbir.i- 
■Hamgiri records his return from Multan in the 1 jth year 8 after he 
had been removed from that office. In the 22nd year, when after the 
death of Maharaja Jasvaut Singh, the confiscation of his territory was 
decided upon, he was appointed" Faiijdar of Jodhpur. The servants 
of the said Raja with his sons after leaving Kabul reached the capital, 
and disobeying the royal orders fought with the force—which had 
been deputed against them — and then lied to their own country. As 
Tahir Khan did not stand in the way and oppose their flight, he in 
the same year was dismissed and deprived of his title of Khan 10 . He 


l Op. Clt., )’. I*' 0 . 
3 Op. cit., y. 137 . 
5 Op. (it., [>. 113 . 
7 Op. fit., [i. 303 . 
9 Op. lit., p. 172 . 


4 

f, 

8 


Op. at., p. 1 10 . 
‘Alamg'trnama, p. 95 . 

Op. cit., p. 147 . 

Maathir-i-‘Alamgin, p. 74. 
Op. cit., p. 179 - 
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died at his appointed time. His son was Mughal Khan ‘Arab Shaikh, 
of whom a separate account 1 has been included. 

TAIYIB KHWAJA JUIBARI 
(Vol. II, pp. 730, 731). 

He was the son of Hasan Khwaja, cider brother of ‘Abdur Rahim 
Khwaja, son of Kalin Khwaja, who was married to the aunt of Nadhar 
Muhammad Khan, and sister of Din Muhammad Khan. ‘Abdur 
Rahim Khwaja came to India as an ambassador of Imam Qull Khan 
during the reign of Emperor Jahangir, and was treated with such 
respect that he had a seat in the Emperor’s assemblies. In the first 
year of the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan he died. Afdal Khan in 
accordance with orders went to his son Sadlq Khwaja, and after con¬ 
veying condolences brought him to the Court. Hasan Khwaja, the 
father of Taiyib Khwaja, died of plague which broke out before Balkh 
was captured, and Yusuf Khwaja his second uncle took the place of 
his ancestors. Taiyib Khwaja was married to the daughter of ‘Abdur 
Rahim Khwaja. In the 20th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he 
started for India after the conquest of Balkh. When he reached near 
(the imperial scat), Qadl Muhammad Aslam and Khwaja Abril Khair 
Mtr 'Adal went forward to welcome him, and brought him to the 
Emperor. He presented t8 horses and 13 camels, and received a 
robe of honour, and a gife of 1,000 gold tnu bars'. Later, he was 
exalted by the grant of a jewelled dagger' 1 3 . Afterwards he received 
a present of 500 Dhan which were equal to 150 ashrafh 4 * . The 

1 Maatbir-itl-UmarH, Text, III, pp. 613 625, translation antea, pj>. 109-111 

2 Badshahnama, II, p. 611, 

3 Op. cit., p. 627, where his appointment to a rank of 4,000 and the gift 
of 1,000 miibars is recorded. The grant of the jewelled dagger is noted on 

P- 6 3 2 - 

4 Op. cit., pp. 678, 679. The text has 150 ashrafis with 250 as a variant. 

The latter is the figure in Bddsbdnama, and has been adopted. This would be 

eorrect as the value of Dhan which was an innovation of Emperor Akbar’s 
reign was “half a La'l-i-]alali" vide Blochmann, A',n, I (2nd edn.), p. 31. 
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Dhan is a gold coin which was invented in the time of Emperor Akbar. 
In the 2 1 st year he was granted a horse, and 5,000 rupees. When 
in the same year the Emperor returned from Kabul to India, he in 
accordance with orders remained in Kabul till the arrival of his 
children whom he had sent for from Balkh. Later, he in company 
with his sons Khwaja Musa and Khwaja ‘Isa, and the daughter’s sons 
of Khwaja ‘Abdur Rahim, came and did homage 1 . In the 22nd year 
he received the gift of a horse with gilded saddle and two horses for 
his two sons. After a short tune he and his sons received Rs. 5,000. 
In the 261I1 year he received 1,000 ashntfls out of the weighment 
money. Afterwards when Yusiil Khwaja his elder brother—who was 
m the place ol. lus ancestors—died, and as 110 one was left except him 
to succeed, lie in the same year was accorded permission to return^ to 
his homeland. It appears from the end of the second volume of the 
Bddshdhndma 3 that he had the rank of 4,000 foot with 400 horse. 

THANA* ULLAH KHAN ANL) AMAN ULLAH KHAN 
(Vol. I, pp. 506-507). 

They were the sons of Diya Ullah Khan son of ‘Inayat Ullah Khan 4 
of Emperor Aurangzlb’s reign. Diya Ullah Khan was known personally 
to Emperor Aurang/.ib, and 111 the 47th year” was appointed Divan of 
Akbarabad (Agra). Of his two sons the first (Thana Ullah Khan) 
became distinguished as a result of a marriage connection with ‘Itnad- 
ul-Mulk Mtibarm Khan*. When the governorship of Haidarabad 

1 'Amal Salih, III, |>. 22. 

2 Of. cit., [i. 153. 3 UaJshahnTima, II, p. 722. 

* This and the next account are ol oflieers whose names begin with the 
letter Th. 

4 For Inayat Ullah Khan's account see Maathir-nl-Umaia, Text, II, pp. 
828 832, Beveridge & I’rashad’s translation, I, pp. 680 682. 

5 Maathir-i-Alamgirl, p. 472. 

6 Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, III, pp- 729-746, translation antea pp. 90-102. 
He married ‘Imad-til-Mtilk’s daughter, vide texr, p. 746. Also see Irvine, 
Later Mugbals, II, pp. 138, 139. 
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was assigned to ‘Imad-ul-Mulk, the two brothers went there, and led 
a hie of pleasure, and obtained offices according to their desires. The 
first was appointed Fanjdar of Slkakiil (Chicacole), After ‘lmad-ul- 
Mulk was killed in the 6th year of Emperor Muhammad Shull’s 
reign, lie took up service under Nizam-ul-Mulk Asaf Jab, and was 
first appointed Governor of Bljapur. After being signally defeated 
there by Audi! Chiihan (a Maratha genera!) be was appointed com¬ 
mandant of Parenda. He was very gay-natured and a confirmed 
drunkard. He died at his appointed rime. The second lived idly for 
a long tune in Haidarabad till he died. He had a very Mirza-hkc 
(gentle) disposition. 

THANI KHAN HARAVl 1 
(Vol. I, pp. 505, 506). 

He was an officer of the rank of 500 during Emperor Akbar's 
reign. His native place was Herat, and belonged to the Arlac clan. 
He had long been in imperial service, and was well known for his 
ability, knowledge, and pleasant temperament. If anyone was 
(introduced to him, the very first thing lie said to him was, “My love 
and friendship are conditional on the fact that you pay no heed to the 
remarks of the vulgar about me, for such people arc a hindrance to 
mutual friendship, and productive of strife”. Later, when he was 
deputed with the royal forces for the extermination 2 of ‘All Quit 
Kfjan Zaman, he wrote the following couplet in a petition to the 
Emperor: — 

1 For a more detailed account see Blochniann, A in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 53 r- 
532. He was originally in the service of Mirza Hindal, and after his death was 
taken into imperial service by Emperor Huinayiin. See also Muniakhab-nt - 
I'awarikh , Text, III, pp. 206,207, Haig’s translation, III, pp. 286, 287, on which 
the above account appears to be based. His name is there given as ‘All Akbar. 

2 Apparently the reference is to the expedition against l^han Zaman in 
the xzth year, vide Akbarnama, Texc, II, p. 289, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 
426. 
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Udaji Ram 
Verse 

O royal cavalier, adorn the field 011 the day of battle, 

The battle has begun, put your foot into the stirrup. 

He prepared a versified treatise 1 on accidence. The following quatrain 
is his composition. There are six words in each line, and every two 
of them are antithetical. 


Quatrain 

Ac night he showed repentence, next day he broke his vow. 
He entered a wise man, and came out drunk. 

Auspicious is approach, unlucky within and without, 

My sorrow rose up (departed), your cheerfulness remained. 


UDAJT RAM 
(Vol. I, pp. 142-145). 

He was a Brahman from the Deccan. Through lus prudence and 
intelligence he became distinguished, and acquired the Zaminddri 
extending from Mahor to Mahkar 2 . By his good fortune, ability and 
zeal he gained the confidence of Malik ‘Ambar, and became possessed 
of power and glory. In the time of Emperor Jahangir he was enlisted 
among the imperial servants, and received the rank of 4,000 Dbat 
and horse 3 ; he was included among the auxiliaries of the Deccan. 
As he was possessed of influence and skill, all the governors of Deccan 
honoured and respected him. Whenever the victorious (imperial) 
armies came to the Ballighat in the Deccan, they relied on his local 

1 See Muntakhab-ut-'l awarikh, translation. III, Sir Wolscly Haig's note 5 
on page 287. 

2 Jarrett’s translation of A'in, II, pp. 235, 237. 

3 Badsbabnama, I, pt. i, p. 182. In Tuzuk-i-Jabangin, Rogers & Beve¬ 
ridge's translation, I, pp. 398, 399, his name is wrongly given as Uda Ram, and 
his rank as 3,000 with 1,000 horse. In Beni Prasad’s History of Jahangir he is 
Uday Ram. 
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knowledge of the territory which proved very helpful in the campaigns, 
and he honestly did his best for the success of their undertakings. In 
the 17th year of F.mperor Jahangir’s rtign the heir-apparent Prince 
Shah Jahan resolved to go to Bengal, and came from Burhanpur to 
Mahor. As he did not get the assistance lie expected from the 
officers of the Deccan, lie sent them away, and left the superfluous 
paraphernalia and his elephants with UdajT Ram in the Mahor fort. 
As UdajT Ram exerted himself fully in the Emperor’s service, Mahabat 
Kh an honoured him above all other officials. 

In the 19th year the imperial officers with the assistance of ‘Add 
Shah's forces fought a battle with Malik ‘Ambar at the village of 
BhaturT, 5 kos from Ahmadnagar. When Mulla Muhammad Lari 
the commander of Bljapur forces was killed, his forces became dis¬ 
arranged, and Jiidii Rui and UdajT Ram fled. By their disgrace 1 the 
imperial army was heavily defeated. Lashkar Kluin Abtil Hasan, 
Mirza Khan Mantichshr, ‘Aqldat Khan the Bakbsbt of the Deccan 
forces, his son Rashida and 42 Mnnsabddrs were made prisoners by 
Malik ’Ambar. Though the chief blame for the defeat was assigned 
to Jadu RiiT Kiintiya, yet the part played by UdajT Ram was also 
commented upon, and men talked about his evil planning and his 
flight. His reputation suffered, and the market of his solidarity 
became flat. When in the 3rd year Burhanpur was made glorious by 
the advent of Emperor Shah Jahan, and an all conquering force was 
deputed to extirpate Khan Jahan Lodi, UdajT Ram received a gift of 
Rs. 40,000, and by increase of 1,000 with 1,000 horse his rank was 
advanced to 5,000 with 5,000 horse 2 3 , and the water that had left its 
course again began to flow in the stream of his hopes. In the 6th 
year, 1042 A.H. (1-32-33 A.D.), while he was besieging the fort of 
Daulatabad with Khan Khanan Mahabat Khan, an old disease from 
which he was suffering became virulent, and he died -1 , 

1 Iqbalnama-i-Jahangir), p. 237. In this work his name is Alicia Ram. 

2 Badshahnama, I, pt. i, pp. 273, 296. 

3 Of. cit., p. 51O. 
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Though Udajl Ram was notorious for trickery and plotting, he 
also was famous for his ability and liberality. He never failed in 
charity to mankind, and in this respect was at the head of the Deccan 
officers. In spice of a weak body he even in his old age was addicted 
to venery and whoredom. He had a wife known by the name of RaT 
BhagnI, who after his death skilfully managed the Zarriindirt affairs. 
As she had skilled servants in her employment, the Commander-in- 
Chicf, after the deatli of Udajl Ram, in accordance with the necessity 
of the time and to prevent her men from deserting, proposed for her 
son Jag Jlvan, in spite of his tender age, the rank of 3,000 foot with 
2,000 horse, and got for him the title of Udajl Ram 1 . When he 
came to the years of discretion, lie acquired a full acquaintance with 
Persian prose and poetry, and calligraphy. He also abandoned the 
ways of the Deccams, and led a life like that of the officers of Upper 
India. He conducted himself with honour and dignity, and held 
Mahor in fief. After him every one of his successors called himself 
Udajt Ram. A strange coincidence was that all of them were childless. 
The line was kept up by adoptions. Indeed Jag Jlvan is also believed 
to have been an adopted son. When after him succession came to 
Wankat Rao, that position, rank, and prosperity did not abide. He 
subsisted on his fees as a Dcsbmukh 2 . After him there were his 
adopted sons, Madhu Rao and Shankar Rao. They held small offices, 
and divided between them the estates of Mahor and Basim 3 . Gra¬ 
dually as they grew old, and the officers became oppressive, they lose 
even the position of the Deshmukbs. If now and then a g»masbta 
gets possession of a place, noching reverts to them. During the time 
of writing the elder of them died after losing his Mansab and Jaglr. 
The other is in possession of the Basim Pargana, and levies fees. 


1 Op. cit., p. 510. 

2 See Wilson’s Glossary, p. 132, for the duties of and fees levied l>y 
Desbmukhs. 

3 Jarrett’s translation of A'in, II. p. 230. 
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OLUGH KHAN ABYSSINIAN 
(Vol. I, P , 87). 

He was a slave of Sultan Muhammad of Gujarat. He rose to a 
position of trust during his reign and was made a Sarddr. In the 17th 
year of the reign when Emperor Akbar went to Ahmadabad, Olugh 
Khan 1 with his followers, and Saiyid Hamid Bukhari came before all 
other officers, and did homage. In the 18th year he was rewarded 
with a suitable rank 2 3 . In the 22nd year he was deputed with Sadiq 
KJian to chastise 5 Raja Madhukar Bundcla, the Zamlnddr of Orcha, and 
on the day of battle distinguished himself by his valour. In the 2qth 
year, when Raja Todar Mai and others were appointed to quell ‘Arab 
—who later was styled Niyabat Khan—who was stirring up strife in 
Bihar, Olugh Khan along with Sadiq Khan was deputed as an 
auxiliary of the said Raja. He with the said Khan took part in 
various engagements, and in the battle in which KhabTta 4 the rebel 
was killed he was in command' 1 of the left wing. He was a long 
time attached to the province of Bengal, and remained there till his 
death. His sons received fiefs, and spent their lives in that province. 

OZBEG KHAN NADHAR BAHADUR 
(Vol. I, pp. 195-198). 

Yulam 6 Bahadur Ozbeg was his elder brother. At first both the 
brothers were in the service of ‘Abdullah Khan l'Truz Jang, 7 and were 

1 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 6, translation, III, p. 9. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 142, translation, p. 201. 

3 Op. cit.. Text, p, 210, translation,'p. z 95- Ondcha of the text should 
be Orcha. 

4 It is Chita in the text, but following Akbarnama Khabita has been 
adopted. 

5 See AkbarnSma, Text, III, p. 387, translation, III, p. 574. 

6 From Yal a Turkish word meaning a hero. 

7 For his account sec Maathir-ul-U mard, Text, II. pp. 777-789, Beveridge’s 
translation, I, pp. 97" 1 °5- 
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very prosperous. They were enlisted in the service of Shah 
Jahan while he was at Junair. When the Saturn-like throne of 
Hindustan was embellished by this unique jewel (*,<?. Shah Jahan 
ascended the throne), these two brothers received royal favours, and 
each of them received a suitable Mansab. At the time of Mahabat 
Khan Khan Khanan’s appointment by the Emperor as the Governor of 
the Deccan, they also were seconded for service with him. The 
Emperor personally directed Mahabat Khan to take care of them, and 
arranged out of regard for their feelings and to enable them to keep 
up their position that they be provided with sufficient income from 
properly developed assignments. Yfilam Beg died a natural death. 
Nadhar Beg was exalted with the title of Ozbeg Khan, and in the 
iqth year at the recommendation of Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb 
Bahadur was raised to the rank of 2,000 with 2,000 horse by an 
increase of 1,000 with 1,000 horse. He was also appointed 
Commandant of the Ausa fort in succession to Mubarak Khan NiyazP. 
In the 22nd year he received the gift of a drum. After spending a 
long time as the Commandant of the said fort he returned to the Court, 
and was appointed to the Stiba Ahmadabad Gujarat. In the 30th year 
corresponding to 1066 A.H. (1656 A.D.) the morning of his life 
changed to evening, and he went to everlasting sleep, i.e. died. He 
was fond of society and pleasure. He used to quaff fragrant wine, 
and was devoted to music. In addition to keeping his soldiers in good 
trim he was lavish, and extravagant. Till the end of his life he saved 
nothing out of the produce of his fief. He always said that if after 
his death he was found to have any property besides two suits of 
clothes, he would be a sinner. When Prince Muhammad Aurangzlb 
unfurled the standards of his design for taking possession of the King¬ 
dom, he in his camp some half a kos from Burhanpur gratified many 
by the gifts of Mansabs and titles. Tatar BSg 2 the son of Ozbcg 

1 BSdshSbnama, II, p. 221. His name, however, is given there as Nazar 
Beg Ozbeg Khan. 

2 ‘ Alamgimama , pp. 52, 53. The grant of the title is curiously enough 
mentioned on both the pages. 
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Khan was also favoured by an increase of his allowance and the con¬ 
ferment of his father’s title on him. He accompanied the royal 
stirrups in ail the battles. When the garden of the realm and religion 
was freed from the thorns and rubbish of the opponents of sovereignty 
Tatar Beg was appointed to the Deccan, and was with Shaista Khan 
AmTr-ul-Umara, Governor of that province, at the siege of the fort of 
Chakna (Chakan), which was in the possession of SivajI Bhonslc. He 
did good service on this occasion. When in the 3rd 1 year this strong 
fort was conquerrcd as a result of the strong attacks, and the good 
fortune of the Emperor, its charge was assigned to Tatar Beg. Later 
he went to Kokan (Kdnkan) which is the abode of the Marathas. He 
had repeated conflicts with those robbers, and won an honourable 
name by sacrificing his life. His brother Muhammad Wall received 
the hereditary title, and was tor a time the Bakhsbl of the forces of 
Muhammad A'zatn Shah, and later was promoted to the post of 
Commandant of Fathabad Dharwar, and A'zamnagar Bankapur. When 
he died, his son Abul Ma‘ali received his father’s title, and was for 
a time Faujdar of Blr, and later was in charge of the fort of Dharwar. 
When Asaf Jah first arrived in the Deccan, Ins affairs were in a very 
critical condition. He died without these being improved. At 
present no one is left to uphold this family. 


(MIR) WAIS GHILZI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 701-706). 

The Ghilzis arc an Afghan tribe who inhabit the territory 
round Zamin Dawar. In the reign of Sultan Shah Husain Safavl, 
when Gurgin Khan the ruler of Georgia (Gurjistan) was the Beglar- 


1 This was in the 4th and not the 3rd year, see ’ AlamgtrnSma, p. 588. 
The charge, according to the work cited, of the fort of Chakna (it is Chakan in 
Grant Duff, Kincaid & Parasnis, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar) 18 miles north of 
Poona, was assigned to Ozbeg Khan. 
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Begl (prince of princes or chief) of Qandahar, lie and his Georgian 
companions oppressed the Afghans. Wlr Wais, who was the leader 
of his tribe, hastened to the Shah’s court and complained against 
their oppression. The disposition of the Shah was mild and pacific, 
and he did nothing except to associate with the learned day and 
night. He abstained from inflicting punishment—which is essential 
for government—and would not make over a murderer to a complain¬ 
ant, but would pay the compensation money from his own treasury. 
Consequently with the disappearance of fear slackness ruled in his 
government, and no one obeyed the royal orders, still less did they 
behave justly to one another. Mir Wais on seeing this state of affairs 
took the road to holy Mecca, the rallying place of the pious, and after 
his return to his native country he waited for an opportunity. In 
1120 A.H. (1708 A.D.) when Gttrgln Khan had gone to a place 
called Dahsanj outside of Qandahar to chastise the Kakars, he fell 
upon him, and taking him a prisoner put him to death. He 
established himself in Qandahar, and sent a petition with a golden 
key to Emperor Bahadur Shall, and begged for his support. The 
Emperor—who wished to remain on friendly terms with the Shah 
of Iran, and remove the cloud that had arisen between Emperor 
Aurangzib and Shah ‘Abbas II owing to the lack of skill on the part 
of Tarbiyat Khiin, the ambassador from India 1 2 —had recourse to 
diplomacy. He conferred on Mir Wais the rank of 5,000, the title 
of Padshah Nawaz Khan, and sent him a letters-patcnt for the Govcr- 


1 The reason for including this account of Mir Wais and his successois 
among the hiogiaphics of the officers of the Timurid Sovereigns of India is not 
clear. None of them held any office from any of the Indian Mughal Hmperors, 
nor did they owe any allegiance to them. The account is based mainly on 
TArikh Jahan-Gnsha-i-Nadiri (As. Soc. text edition, 1845). pp. 8-87. An 
interesting book on Mir Wais was published in London entitled "The Persian 
Cromwell ” in 1742. According to this work he was the son of Amir Muham¬ 
mad Baqit and was born in 1687. 

2 Sec Maathir-id'Umara, Text, I, pp. 495,596. The ambassador’s name 
was Tarbiyat l£hin Barlas. Also see Muntakhab-ul-Lubbab, II, p. 325. 
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norship of Qandahar. He also sent a message through traders to 
Sultan Husain to the effect that the Afghans, who had become dis¬ 
loyal should have quick retribution inflicted on them. He should 
rest assured about the latter not assisting the Afghans. The Shah 
deputed Sultan Kaikhusru Khan, the brother’s son of Gurgin Khan, 
with a force to Qandahar. He came and besieged it, but as a result 
of mismanagement was killed. Later Muhammad Zaman Khan 
Shamlu Qurchl Bash! was appointed to the task. It so happened that 
before reaching there he died on the way. 

Mir Wais was the sole arbiter of the affairs of Qandahar for eight 
years, and then died. After him his brother ‘Abdul ‘Aziz succeeded 
him as the ruler. After a year Mahmud the son of Mir Wais intri¬ 
gued with some of his people, killing ‘Abdul ‘Az.Tz and himself 
became the ruler. When the power of the AbdalTs, who 
arc an Afghan tribe, became supreme in Herat, ‘Abdullah Kh an 
Abdall and his son Asad Ullah—who, out of suspicion, had for some 
time been imprisoned in Herat by ‘Abbas Quli Khan Shamlu, the 
Governor of the place—escaped from imprisonment; and having 
collected a force first took possession of the fort of Isfarar. In the year 
1129 A.H. (1717 A.D.) they took Herat. Asad Ullah attacked the 
fort of Farah—which was in the possession of GhilzTs—while they 
were off their guard, and took it. After a time Mahmud GhilzT 
hurried to reconquer Farah, and a battle took place between Farah and 
Zamln Dawar in which Asad Ullah was killed. 

Hemistich 

The dog of the King of Iran tore off the lion 

{Asad ra sag Shah Iran darid, 1132 A.H., 1720 A.D.) 

is the chronogram of the event. As the fort was strong, he was con¬ 
tented with killing Asad Khan, and returned to Qandahar. Thinking 
that he had performed a glorious service, he reported about it to Shah 
Sultan Husain. He further requested that the royal army might march 
(from Ispahan) to Khurasan, and that he also would inarch towards He¬ 
rat. The ministers regarded his proposal as sincere, and designated Mah- 
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mud as Sufi of the clean heart (Sufi safi damir) and gave him the title 
of Husain Qull Khan. The government of Qandahar was conferred on 
him, and they sent him a robe of honour, and a sword. Mahmud on 
the pretext o! chastising the Abdalls of Herat reached Slstan, and from 
there went to Kirman, and spent nine months in subduing that coun¬ 
try. Later, on hearing of the disturbance of Bijan Sultan Lakzai—an 
inhabitant of Farah, whom lie had left as his deputy in Qandahar, and 
who. finding an open field had m collusion with some persons killed 
the Afgh ans inside Farah, and had in turn been killed by the outside 
Afghans—lie returned to Qandahar. Next year he proceeded against 
Kirman, and killed many and took much plunder. The garrison of 
the fort being helpless paid a tribute, and left the disposal of the fort 
to be decided with the issue of Ispahan. Mahmud Ghilzl being en¬ 
couraged started for Ispahan, and at four leagues from it he had an 
engagement with the royal forces, and defeated them. He took pos¬ 
session of all the artillery and the army equipment. Then arriving 
opposite Ispahan he besieged it in 1134 A.H. (1722 A.D.). He 
reduced the inhabitants of the place to such a state that they were 
forced to eat carrion. The ministers, therefore, decided to surrender 
the city, and on 11th Muharram, 1135 A.H. (nth October, 1722 
A.D.) they produced the Shah before him, and placed on his head 
Khusrau’s crown. Mahmud immediately appointed men to take charge 
of the treasures and magazines, and after entering the city had the 
Kbutba recited and coins struck in his own name. He put to death 
several of the leading officials and all the sons and grandsons of the 
Safavl family. He also took possession of Shiraz, and for nearly two 
years ruled in Ispahan etc. After that he became mad, and paralytic, 
and could not attend to anything, On 12th Sha'ban 1137 A.H. 
(15th April, 1725 A.D.) Ashraf, the son of his uncle, came out of 
retirement, and putting Mahmud to death assumed the sovereignty. 
He conquered Kirman, Yezd, Banaward, Qum, Qazwln and Tehran 
up to Pulkarbi, which forms the boundary between Iran and Khura¬ 
san. In the 3rd year of his reign an ambassador came from Turkey 
with harsh messages on behalf of the Sultan, and made a demand that 
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he should quit the sovereignty. He replied by the tongue of the 
sword, and cutting off the head of Shah Sultan Husain, who was in 
Ispahan, sent it to the ambassador. Consequently the Turkish armies 
marched against him, but were defeated in battle and had to make 
peace. Later, he thrice 1 fought with Nadir Shah, but was defeated 
every time. Ac last he went cowards Shiraz, but being unable to 
gain a footing he came near Qandahar. But he could not go there on 
account of his having killed Mahmud, and so proceeded towards 
Baluchistan. Husain the brother of Mahmud Ghilzl on hearing about 
it sent his slave Ibrahim with a force against him. Ibrahim came up 
with him, and Ashraf was killed by a bullet of Ibrahim’s gun in 1242 
A.H. (1729-30 A.D.). Husain was for a time in Qandahar. At 
last the fort came into Nadir Shah’s possession. 

(MIRZA) WALT 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 456-460). 

He was the son of Khwaja Hasan Nnshqbandl, who having settled 
down in Kabul for a long time was spending his days there. When 
Mirza Sulaiman, the ruler of Badakhshan, freed the yet young Mirza 
Hakim, the ruler of Kabul from the oppression of Shah Abul Ma'all, 
and awarded him the due punishment for his deeds; he gave his 
daughter in marriage to the young Mirza, and made over many of the 
Kabul lands to Badakhshan. Under the guise of friendship he acted 
the part of an enemy, and was aiming at taking possession of Kabul 3 . 
After Mirza Sulaiman returned to Badakhshan, a number of people of 
whom Khwaja Hasan and Baqi Qaqshal were the leaders, impressed 
the true state of affairs on the Mlrzii, and set about expelling the 
Badakhshls. Mirza Sulaiman on hearing of this development returned 
to Kabul. Mirza leaving the fort in the charge of Baqi Qaqshal 
retired towards Peshawar, and after crossing the Indus river, begged 

1 See Fraser, History of Nadir Shah, pp. 95-192. 

2 Based on Akbarnama. Text, II, pp. 205-207, Beveridge’s translation, II, 
pp, 318-322. 



Wall 


977 


ul-Umara\ 

for help from Emperor Akbar. The officers of the Atka Khail and 
the fief-holders of the Panjab in accordance with the royal orders 
accompanied him, and replaced him on the Masnad, and in accordance 
with the hint from Emperor Akbar Mir Muhammad Khan Acka 
undertook the management of the affairs of Kabul. Mlrza Muham¬ 
mad Hakim gave his sister Najlb-un-Nisa Begam—whom his 
mother had previously given in marriage to Shah Abul Ma'all—to 
Khwaja Hasan without taking permission from Emperor Akbar or 
consulting Mir Muhammad Khan. The Khwaja, having contracted 
so great an alliance, became haughty, and proceeded to manage 
the Mlrza’s affairs, and did things which were highly improper. 
He paid no regard whatsoever to Mir Muhammad Khan. The 
said Khan being too proud to endure such indignity returned to 
Lahore 1 2 * . The Khwaja finding himself established as the chief minis¬ 
ter set about cultivating his own interests [lit. opened out the shop 
of his own glorification), and behaved with harshness and strictly 
scrutinized the details. The wits of the time composed the following 
verse: — 


Verse 

If our master was Khwaja Hasan 8 
Wc should have neither sack nor rope. 

When Mlrza Sulaiman became assured that none of the royal offi¬ 
cers was in Kabul, he in the i ith year of the Divine Era correspond- 
ing to 973 A.H. (1565-66 A.D.) led an army to Kabul to redress his 
past failures. The Mlrza left the city to his foster brother Ma'sum 
Koka, and himself went with Khwaja Hasan to Ghorband. As Mlrza 
Sulaiman could not reduce Kabul by force, lie sent his wife Wall 
Ni'mat Begam to Qara Bagh which is twelve kos from Kabul, and 
proposed a false peace. The Mlrza was deceived by the clever tactics 

1 Op. cit.. Text, pp. 237-242, translation, pp. 359-365. 

2 Taken from Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh, Text, II, p. 72, Lowe’s translation, 

II. p. 7 *■ 
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of the Bcgam, and agreed to an interview. Mlrza Sulaiman, on 
receiving a hint from his wife, had made a rapid march to Kabul and 
was waiting for the opportunity. Mlrza Hakim becoming aware of 
their intentions fled. When he reached the pass of the Hindukush, 
Khwaja Hasan wanted to take the Mlrza to Pir Muhammad Khan of 
Balkh, and ask his assistance. BaqI Qaqshal would not permit this, 
and the Muza, therefore, started for Jalalabad with the intention of 
asking assistance from Emperor Akbar. Khwaja Hasan with a party 
of his followers separated from them and hastened towards Balkh 1 2 . 
In Mirat-ul-‘Alam it is recorded that he died there". 


Verse 

Heart gone, life lost, faith disappeared; 

O Hasan! worse than this what shall I have to hear! 

It is not clear as to what is the intention and meaning of this 
verse, for the Khwaja after this catastrophe was for a long time 
minister, as is mentioned in the Akbarnama and Tabaqat-i-Akban. 

The Mlrza at the instigation and persuasion of the Bengal rebels 
came to Lahore for stirring up strife, but returned to Kabul on hear¬ 
ing the news of Emperor Akbar’s march against him 3 . The Emperor 
in the year 990 A.H. (1582 A,D.) in the 26th year of his reign with 
the intention of pursuing him crossed the Indus. In reply to Mirza’s 
excuses he wrote that if his representations were true, and if out of 
shame he could not make up his mind to wait on him, he should send 
one of his sons along with his sister. Should his heart not agree to 
this also, he should send Khwaja Hasan with some of the leading 


1 Of. cit., Text, pp. 273-275, translation, pp. 407-409. 

2 Apparently the statement in Miral-ul-'Alam was based on Muntakhab- 
ut-TatuSrikh. It is not stated in either Akbarnama or Tabaqal-i-Alcbart that 
Khwaja Hasan was a minister for a long time after the catastrophe. The verse 
is from Muntakbab-at-Tawarikh, Text, II, p, 89, Lowe's translation, II, p. 91, 

3 Akbarnama, I ext, III, pp. 345. 34 ^> Beveridge’s translation. III, pp. 507, 
508. 
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nobles to arrange treaties and take oaths 1 2 . Although the Mlrza tried 
hard that his sister should go to the Presence and apologize, the 
Khwaja would not agree, and taking his wife with him left for Bada- 
khshan 3 4 . And probably he died about this time. The Khwaja had 
two sons from his chaste wife. One was Mlrza Badl‘-uz-Zaman, who 
was possessed of ability and energy. When an unknown person gave 
himself ouc as Humayun, son of Mlrza Sulaiman, and raised a rebel¬ 
lion in the hills of Badakhshan, Badl'-uz-Zaman in the 46th Divine 
Year went off with a few men from Hisar Shadman, and in a fight 
with that miscreant defeated him. BadP-uz-Zaman made the pulpit 
and gold and silver glorious by the name of Emperor Akbar, and sent 
a report to this effect. He was gratified by favours at the hands 
of the Emperor 3 . The other was Mlrza Wall who migrated to India 
and was graciously received 1 . Emperor 5 Jahangir gave him in 
marriage Bulacp B£gam the daughter of Prince Daniyal, and in his 
reign he attained the rank of 1,500 with 750 horse 6 . At the acces¬ 
sion of Shah Jahan he had an increase of 500 with 250 horse, and so 
his rank was advanced to 2,ooo 7 with 1,000 horse. At last he was 

1 Of, cit.. Text, pp. 352, 353, translation, pp. 517, 518. 

2 Of. cit., Text, p, 359, translation, pp. 517, 518. 

3 Of. cit.. Text, p. 792, translation, p. /187. See also text, pp. 813, 814, 
translation, p. 1221. He was killed by Bat]! Khan in the 47th year, sec transla¬ 
tion, p. 1225, note 4. 

4 The year and date of his arrival are not mentioned in Akbarnama, but 
on p. 817 of the text and p. 1225 of the translation it is mentioned that 
Payinda f£han the brother Bulaqi IPhan was handed over to him, and that he 
out of vengeance for his brother Badi'-uz-Zaman murdered the innocent man. 

5 It was not Emperor Akbar as stated in the text, but Jahangir who, in 
the 14th year of his reign, gave to him in marriage Bulaqi Begam, the daughter 
of Prince Daniyal, sec TUzuk-i-Jabangiri (Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, II, 

P? 9 1 )- 

6 This is also incorrect, as he was promoted to the rank of 2,000 with 
1,000 horse in the 14th year of the reign of Jahangir, vide Rogers & Beveridge, 
of. cit , p. 94. 

7 He was granted an increase of 5 °° with 250 horse in the first year of 
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Fattjddr of the Sarkdr of Mandu. He died in the 22nd year, 1058 
A.H. (1648 A.D.). He held the Pargana of Anhal 1 in Ujjain as 
his residential fief. He did not rise in life as his relationship would 
have warranted. He was of a mean disposition. A separate account 
has been given of his son Mirza Abul Ma‘all Mirza Khan 2 . 


WAZIR JAMIL 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 928, 929). 

He was one of the Mansahdars of Emperor Akbar 3 . He had 
attained the rank of 700, and was admitted to the Presence both on 
journey and at headquarters. After the death of ‘Alt Quit Khan Khan 
Zamiin, he was granted a fief in the eastern districts, and in the 19th 
year was deputed 4 to the Bengal campaign with Khan Khanan Mun'im 
Beg; he did good service in that province. Suddenly the juggling 
heavens raised a storm of disturbance, and clouds of discord rose up 
between Muzaffar Khan, the Governor of the province and the Qaq- 
shais. As instability was part of Wazlr Jamil’s nature, he in the 25th 
year ignoring what was due to the master, who had nurtured him, 
joined the rebels 5 , and spent some time in creating disturbances. In 
the 28th year the Qaqshfds separated from Ma'sum Khan Kabuli, and 
submitted, Ma'sum Khan started to plunder the territory of the 
Qaqshals. Khan A‘zam Koka the Governor of the province thereupon 

Shah Jahan’s reign, vidt Padshahniima, I, pt. i, p. 187, hut his rank at the end 
of 10th year is given as 2,000 with 1,000 horse, Bddshdhndma, I, pt. 2, p, 302. 

1 Sec Jarrett’s translation of A'bi, II, p. 198. 

2 Madthir-ul-U mard, Text, III, pp. 557-560, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
* 3 6 * 1 37 * 

3 See Blochmann A’in, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 527, 528 where it is stated that 
his correct name was Wazlr Beg Jamil. 

4 Akbarndma, Text, III, p. 104, Beveridge's translation. III, p. 145. 

5 Op. cit.. Text, p. 291, translation, p. 4 19- He was styled Khan Zaman, 
and appointed to the office Tdz»k-Begi by the rebels, text, p. 304, translation, 
p. 449. 
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sent Tarsun Muhammad Khan with a force to help the Qaqshals. 
Wazir Jamil came to Tarsun Muhammad 1 Khan. In the 25th year 
he arrived at the Court 2 , and was again admitted into service. From 
this time up to his death he rendered faithful service. 

WAZIR KHAN HAKIM ‘ALIM-UD-DIN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 933-936). 

His native town was Chiniot* in the Panjab. He was a skilled 
physician. While at the height of his youth he obtained service under 
Prince Shah Jahan, and because of his skill in medicine and tactful 
understanding of the moods of his master, the Prince very graciously 
appointed him Superintendent of his Camp Court. He distinguished 
himself by his skill and honesty in deciding disputes, and gained a 
place for himself in the Prince’s estimation. In the campaign against the 
Rana, when he was the Dlvdn-i-Bnyutat, he performed valuable services 
and was promoted to a high rank. During the days of commotion 
of affairs (the quarrel between Shah Jahan and his father) he was 
attached to the stirrups. He never asked for anything, on the con¬ 
trary he spent ten to twelve lacs of rupees, which he had saved up to 
this time, in necessary expenses for the Prince. When the Prince 
was at Junair, Wazir Khan was appointed to the high office of the 
Divan , and at that time no one except Mahabat Khan had a higher 
office among the followers of the Prince. 

On the day of accession of Emperor Shah Jahan to the throne of 
Caliphate and government he was exalted by appointment to the rank 
of 5,000 foot with 3,000 horse; a flag, a drum, and a lac of rupees 
in cash were also granted to him' 1 . In the 5th year, when Fath Khan 
of Daulatabad in spite of his professions of obedience delayed to pay 
the tribute, the Emperor by granting Wazir Khan an increase in the 

! Of. cit.. Text, p. 401, translation, p. 593 - 

2 Op. cil.. Text, p. 43 1 1 translation, p. 645. 

3 In the Shahpur District, Punjab. 

4 Badsbabmma, I, pt. i, p, 117. 
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nuinbcr of horse raised his rank to 5,000 foot with 5,000 horse, and 
sent him from Burhanpur with a force of 10,000 brave cavalrymen 1 . 
He was to take the fort of Daulatabad, and to rouse Fath Khan from 
his imprudent sleep to a sense of duty. On receiving this news Fath 
Khan lost heart, and sent his eldest son to the Court with the tribute. 
Consequently Wazir Khan in accordance with orders returned to the 
Court. As he had collected a large force for the Deccan campaign, 
he was favoured more than hitherto, and, in the year of his return 
from Burhanpur he was appointed Governor 2 of the Panjab. This 
province was in the fief of Yamln-ud-Daula, and the Crown lands there, 
which were of greater value than in the other provinces, and which 
were managed by this official’s deputy ('Tnayat Ullah Khan), this 
charge also was assigned to Wazir Khan who was an experienced loyal 
officer. He held charge of the provice for more than 7 years, and 
during this period on the occasions of the Emperor’s visits he presented 
suitable tributes. In the 14th year he was appointed Governor of 
Akbarabad 3 (Agra), but held the appointment for barely ten months. 
In the year 1050 A.H. (1640-41 A.D.) he died 4 of colic. 

It is stated that one day he was entering the fort from outside the 
city. When he reached the HatiapuE gate, his horse stumbled and 
fell. His condition became critical. In this condition he detailed his 
movable and immovable properties, without elimination or suppression, 
in a list, and sent it to the Emperor. He left many memorials of his 
bencficiencc. In Lahore he built baths, markets and other buildings. 

1 Op. tit., p. 4 io- , z Op. cit., p. 425. 

3 He was removed from the Panjab in 1649-30 A.D. in the end of the 
12th year for some improper actions, Bddshahnama , II, p. 158, and was appoint¬ 
ed Governor of Agra in the 14th year, 1650-51 A.D., vide up. cit., p. 215. 

4 Op. cit., p. 241, 

5 Spelt as Hatya Paul and shown irr sketch plan of the fort on p. 167 of 
Nuv Husain’s article, on The Agra Fort and its Buildings in Annual Report 
Arch. Surv. Ind. for 1903-4 (Calcutta, 1906). It was an entrance which led up 
a paved ascent from Dehli Gate, and was so named because of "two stone ele¬ 
phants with their riders stood on the two sides of it." It was built in 
1565 A.D. 
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His Jama* Masjid 1 2 (mosque) will keep his name in remembrance for 
ages. He founded Wazirabad near Lahore. He built a brick fort in 
Chinioc, and other substantial buildings, and handed the latter over 
to the inhabitants. He also made roads and streets, shops, mosques, 
rest-houses, a school, a hospital, and wells there for the public, and 
freed the tradesmen from all difficulties in the way of buying or selling. 
He adorned his native place in a way which no other Amir in Hindus¬ 
tan had been able to do. Rut he never saw his home again; this 
desire always remained ungratified. It is stated that he was a quiet 
man, and of an even disposition. All his life he lived simply and 
without ostentation. His expenses for the household and dress were 
very moderate. As in Lahore everything thac was bought or sold 
appertained to his establishments ( Sarkdr ), he accumulated much 
wealth. But the pity is that he was neither kind nor liberal. He was 
easily offended, but the anger soon subsided. In his loyalty and devo¬ 
tion he regarded the service of the Emperor as akin to religious wor¬ 
ship, His son was Saluh Khan, who for long was Mir Tuzuk in the 
reign of Emperor Aurangzib. In the 29th year he received the title 
of Anwar Khan 3 and was appointed Superintendent of the Pages. He 
died in the 36th 3 year. 


1 The mosque was completed in 1044 A.H. (1634 A.D.). For a detailed 
description of this beautiful mosque see G. C. Walker, Gazetteer Lahore District, 
pp. 291, 292 (Lahore, 1894). The chronograms of completion of the mosque 
inscribed on its walls are Bant Masjid Wazir Kh 3 n and Sajda gah-i-abl-Fadl . 
See also Percy Brown, Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 561. 

It appears as if the above biography of Wazir Khan is partly based on what 
Samsatn-ud-Daula had heard in Lahore during his early youth. He was born at 
Lahore on 29th Ramadan in A.H. (20th March.'1700) see Maathir-uLUmara. 
Text, I, pp. 17, 18. 

2 Maathir-i-'AUmgtri , p. 271. His name there is Salah Khan instead of 
Salih Khan. 

3 Op. cil., p. 352. 
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WAZTR KHAN HARAVI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 929-932). 

He was the brother of Asaf Khan ‘Abdul Majid 1 in whose account 
the slow-moving pen has detailed an account of the affair that when 
the two brothers escaping from Khan Zaman and Bahadur Khan Shai- 
banl came to Karra Manikpur, Wazir Mian hastened to Agra. While 
Emperor Akbar was in the Pan jab, and Muzaffar Khan according to 
orders was carrying on as the Divan, Wazir Khan at Delhi joined 
the latter. Muzaffar Khan took him to the Emperor on receiving 
the good news that he would be forgiven. When he reached the 
Presence, he prayed for forgiveness for the offences of the two brothers. 
The Emperor forgave their misbehaviour, and Wazir Khan once again 
received favours, and an order of forgiveness was also issued for Asaf 
Khan. When Mlrza Koka Governor of Gujarat was censured in the 
21 st year, though the governorship nominally remained with Mlrza 
Khan, the real authority for the management of that territory was 
transferred to Wazir 2 Khan. Later, when Mlrza Khan was summoned 
to the Court, Wazir Khan was also appointed Commander of the 
Army (Sipah Salar). When in the 22nd year it became apparent that 
owing to Wazir Khan's carelessness Gujarat was in confusion, Raja 
Todar Mai—who was unique for skill and bravery—was deputed' 5 to 
that area. By chance in the same year Mihr ‘All Kolabi, who was 
a servant of Ibrahim Husain the rebel, brought Ibrahim’s young son 
from the Deccan and set up a commotion. Although Wazir Khan 
did not have the courage to fight, but through the bravery and courage 
of the Raja the rebels were dispersed 4 , as has been detailed in the 
latter’s account 3 . After the Raja returned to the Court, Mihr ‘All 

j Maathir-ul-Vmara. Text, I, pp. 77-83, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 

3M0. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 166, Beveridge’s translation. 111 , p. 236, 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 1 pH, translation, p. 280. 

4 Op. tit.. Text, p. 207, translation, pp. 292, 293. 

5 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 124,123, translation, an tea, pp. 952 953. 
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renewed the disturbance. Wazir Khan started from Ahmadabad to 
fight, but most of his men deserted him and joined the enemy. Con¬ 
sequently he was obliged to return to the city and shut himself up 
there. Mihr ‘All the miscreant becoming emboldened started to 
besiege him. One day by conspiracy with the inhabitants of the 
city he had placed rope ladders and was about to scale into the city, 
when a lucky shot hie him and he was killed. Muzaffar Husain 
Mirza, who was inexperienced lost heart 1 and retired. As, however, 
Wazir Khan could not properly manage the affairs of Gujarat, and in 
addition to disturbances injustice also became rampant there, he was 
suspended 2 , and returned to the Court. In the 25th year he was 3 
appointed Vaztr in place of Shah Mansur of Sluraz, and about the 
same time he was made Governor of Oudh 4 . In the 28th year when 
Khan A'zam was deputed to put down the sinner Ma'sum Khan, and 
to release Bengal from the hands of the dominant rebels, Wazir Khan 
also was sent with him as an auxiliary. When Mirza Koka after 
Ma'sum Khan’s defeat returned to Bihar owing to the unhealthy cli¬ 
mate, the command of the royal forces was assigned to Wazir Khan 
till the arrival of the new Governor from the Court. He out of his 
zeal proceeded with an army against Qutlu Khan LohanI—-who had 
established himself in Orissa—and drove him away from there. 
Consequently Qutlu Khan sent a tribute in the 29th year, and agreed 
to submit and be loyal. Wazir Khan left Orissa to him and returned 
to Tanda 5 . He co-operated whole heartedly with Sadiq Khan and 
Shahbaz Khan Kanbu in maintaining order in that territory. 

In the 31st year when each province was put in charge of two 
experienced officers so that if one of them became ill the other would 
be able to look after his duties, the charge of Bengal was assigned to 

1 Akbarnamtt, Text, III, p. 214, translation, III, pp. 301, 302. 

2 Of. tit.. Text, p. 217, translation, p. 306. 

3 Of. tit., Text, p. 316, translation, p. 462. 

4 Of. cit.. Text, p. 328, translation, p. 480. 

5 Of. tit., Text, p, 436- translation, p. 654. 
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Wazir Khan 1 and Muhibb ‘All Khan. In the 32nd year, 995 A.H. 
(1587 A.D.j he died of dysentery 2 3 . He was an officer of the rank 
of 4,000. After his death Shahbaz Khan, who was the Bakbshl 
of the forces of the area in those days, made over his men to his 
son Muhammad Salih. 1 le did not realize that in matters of 
leadership and generalship, relationship and the services of ancestors 
are of little avail; they cannot be accepted in place of discre¬ 
tion, capacity, loyalty and knowledge. In a short time that wicked 
person through his association with evil sycophants, and hanker¬ 
ing for power imbibed evil thoughts. During this time Mir Murad 
was appointed by the Emperor to bring Wazlr Khan’s forces 
and his son to the Court. Muhammad Salih on the way behaved 
with violence, and Mir Muhammad was forced to take shelter in 

Fathpur Hanswa, till the fief-holders round about collected and im¬ 
prisoned Muhammad Salih.' 1 When he arrived at the Court, the 
Emperor put him into prison for a time. 

WAZIR KHAN MUHAMMAD TAHIR KHURASAN! 

(Vol. Ill, pp, 936-940). 

He came from the sacred soil of the holy Mashhad; May the 

peace of God be on its inhabitants ! He was the most trusted and the 
leader of the loyal companions of Emperor Aurangzlb while he was a 
prince and was for a long time his Divan. He rendered good service 
and made excellent arrangements for campaigns. In the 10th year of 
the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan, Aurangzlb after his marriage took 
leave of his worthy father to return to the government of the Deccan 
and set about the conquest of Baglana lying between Gujarat and the 
Deccan and known as the Sair Hasall—which had been granted to 

1 Of. cit.. Text, p. 51 1, translation, p. 779. 

2 Of. tit., Text, p. 5^5. translation, p. 801. See also Stewart, History of 

Bengal, p. 179, where his death at Tanda is recorded. 

3 Of. cit.. Text, pp. 534. 535> translation, pp. 813, 814. 
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him as his fief ( altamgba ). The Prince on arrival in that area appoint¬ 
ed Muhammad Tahir and Malfijl DeccanI for the conquest of the 
country. The aforesaid officer (Muhammad Tahir) skilfully and 
valiantly attacked with three forces the Bart or the lower fort of 
Mulhair—which was the capital and residence of Bahrji, the ruler— 
from three sides, and occupied it. The ruler becoming afraid took 
refuge in the upper fort which is on the top of a hill. Thereupon the 
brave leader arranged to cut of? supplies of corn, and arranging bat- 
taries made determined attacks. The Tamlndar was overcome, and 
becoming afraid came to terms m the i ith year. The settlement of 
the conquered territory and the command of the fort of Mulhair — 
which is the capital of that territory—were entrusted to Muhammad 
Tahir 1 . When in the year 1062 A.H. (1652 A.D.) the government 
of the Deccan 2 was assigned to the Prince for the second time, Muham¬ 
mad Tahir was appointed his deputy for the province of Khandcsh. 

When on 25th Jummada If, 1068 A.H. (20th March, 1658 AD.) 
the victorious standards left Burhanpur for exterminating Dara Shikoh, 
Aurangzib out of consideration for his past services, close associations 
and great regard appointed Muhammad Tahir, as before, the Gover¬ 
nor of Khandcsh ) and exalted him by the grant of a standard, a drum 
and the title of Wazir Khan. 3 After his successful campaigns when 

1 Adapted from Badshiihnama, 11 , pp. 105-108. The conquest of Mulhair, 

which is situate.! 01 the river Mosain 20.46 N. 74 - 7 B.. took place in 1047 
A.H. (16^8 A.LX). In the text Barah is a misprint for Bart in 

Badshiibuama-, this is the lower fore known as Pettah or further South, sec 
Wilson's Glossary, p. 415 and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, History of Aurangzib, 
I, p. 45, According to the latter author the name of the chief was Bairam 
Shah and not Bahrji. 

2 ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 149. hut the exact date is not mentioned. It was in 
the month of Sha'bfm, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar gives 17th July (Old Style) or 
28th July, 1652 (New Style), op. cit., p. 151. 

3 ‘Alamgirnama, pp. 50, 51. There is no mention of the grant of a stand¬ 
ard and a drum, but the grant of the title of Wazir Khan, a robe of honour 
and an elephant are noted. 
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the throne of the Indian Empire was adorned by Aurangzib’s acces¬ 
sion, the province of Khandesh was assigned 1 to Mu'azzam Khan Mir 
Jumla who in view of the exigencies of circumstances of the time had 
been kept under surveillance in Daulatabad, The said Khan in obe¬ 
dience to orders hurried to Prince Muhammad Mu'azzam at Auran¬ 
gabad, and later in company with the said Prince arrived at the Court. 
In the 3rd year he was appointed 2 Governor of the province of Agra. 
In the 6th year when Prince Muhammad Mu'azzam was deputed as 
Governor of the Deccan in place of Shaista Khan Amlr-ul-Umara, the 
said Khan 3 was deputed in attendance on the Prince from Agra. He 
was also reappointed independently Governor oE Khandesh. In the 7th 
year on the death of Najabat Khan he was made Governor of Malwa, 4 
and was promoted to the rank of 3,000 foot with 5,000 horse, of 
which 2,000 were with two-horse and three-horse troopers. He spent 
a long time in that territory. In rhe 15th year 5 1083 A.H. (i'6y2-73 
A.D.) he died there. He laid out a garden in the centre of the town 
of Aurangabad, and though it is not well tended at present, it still 
bears his name. Mahmudpura outside the city, which lies between 
the small tank and the tomb of Islam Khan Mashhad!, was founded 
by his elder brother Mlrza Mahmud. The latter’s son Muhammad® 
TaqI was, in the 6th year, appointed Bakhsht and recorder of Auran¬ 
gabad, and in the 10th year 7 died a natural death. He built an 
excellent house in the said quarter on the bank of the small tank which 
was a place of recreation. Prince Rldar Bakht son of Muhammad 
A'zam Shah used to stay there. Wazir Khan’s son Murza ‘Abdur 
Rahim had a minor rank, and passed his days in this elegant house in 
enjoyment. He left a son, but none of the family are now left. But 
the building still exists. Another nephew of Wazlr Khan Raft' Khan 

1 Op. cit., pp. 218, 219. 2 Op. cit., p. 481. 

3 Op. cit., p. 819. 4 Op. cit., pp. 873, 880. 

5 Maatbir-i-’Aiamgiri, p. 120. His name is wrongly printed there as 
Wazir ijhan and Muhammad Tahir. 

6 'Alarngirnama, p. 820. 


7 Op. cit., p. 1057. 
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had Bildhil as his nom-de-plume. He was for a long time the Faujddr 
of Bans Bareli. He versified the account of the holy wars of the 
Prophet (May the blessings and peace of God be on him and his 
family!) on the style of the Shdhndma of Firdausi undet the title of 
Hamid' Haidar!.' I examined it and found that it consists of nearly 
40,000 verses. 


WAZTR KHAN MUQ 1 M 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 932, 933). 

In the end of Emperor Akbnr’s reign he had the tide of Wazlr 
Khan and a suitable rank". When the coin of the realm was illumi¬ 
nated by the name of Emperor Jahangir, he was raised to the rank of 
1,300, and made 1 2 3 co-Vazlr with VazIr-ul-Mulk Jan BSg, who was one 
of the Emperor’s body-guard (\V dld-Shaht). Later he was appointed 
Divan of Bengal 4 , and depuced to that province. Ghiyath Beg 1 ‘timad- 
ud-Daula was appointed to succeed him as the Vazlr. In the 3rd 
year lie returned 5 in response to summons, and was attached to the 
Court 6 . Later, when Prince Sultan Parvlz was nominated to the 
Deccan campaign, he girt up his loins to accompany him. After¬ 
wards he was always in the Prince’s service. In the 1 ith year he was 

promoted to the rank of 2,000 foot with 1,000 horse. In the 12th 
year he was exalted with the grant of a standard, and received an 
increase of 500. Nothing further is known about him 7 . 

1 See W. Ivanow, Descr. Cat. Persian Manuscripts As. Soc. Bengal, pp. 
377 - 37 8 (i 9 M)- 

2 T itzuk-i-jdbangiri, Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 13. His name 
was Muqim. 

3 Op. cit., p. 20. 4 Op. cit., p. 22. 

5 Op. cit.. p. 139, where it is stated that he was dismissed from his office 

in Bengal. 

6 Op. cit., p. 147. 

7 He was again appointed Divan of Bengal in the 14th year, vide Vol. II 

of Tuzuk, p. 94, and died in the 15th year, op. cit., p. 167. 
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YA'QUB KHAN BADAKHSHI 
(Vol. Ill, F . 958). 

Ac first he held the rank of 900 with 50 horse, and was deputed 
with Khan Khanan ‘Abdur Rahim 1 in the Deccan. In the campaign 
in which Shah Nawaz Khan 2 Mlrza Iraj defeated ‘Ambar the Aby¬ 
ssinian, and performed outstanding service, Khan Khanan had 
entrusted the affairs of his son to Ya'qub Khan. As- he rendered 
good service, his rank in the 8th year 3 of Jahangir’s reign was raised 
by promotion to 2,000 with 1,500 horse. Later he was appointed 4 
to Kabul. In the 1st year of Shah Jalian’s reign, when Nadhar 
Muhammad Khan the ruler of Balkh came to Kabul and besieged it, 
and later by threatening messages tried to obtain possession of Kabul, 
Ya'qub Khan was in the city. He preserved his fidelity and sent 
straight and rough replies 5 * . He died at his appointed time. 

YAQOT KHAN ABYSSINIAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 958-963). 

As he was a slave of Khudawand B Khan, he was generally known 
as Yaqut 7 Khudawand Khan, He was noted for his bravery and 

1 Maathir-uLUmara, Text, I, pp. 693-713. Beveridge’s translation, I, 
pp. 50-65. 

2 Maatbir-nl-UmarH, Text, I, pp. 645-648, translation anted pp. 765-771. 
Khan Khanan’s entrusting of the affairs of Shall Nawaz Khan in the Deccan to 
Ya'qub Khan is mentioned oti p. 646 of the text. The campaign against Malik 
‘Amhar is also detailed in this account. 

3 This is incorrect. In the 8th year at the time of Shah Nawaz Khan’s 
deputation to the Deccan lie was granted the title of Khan, and his Martsab was 
increased from 150 to 1,300 with 1,000 horse, see Rogers & Beveridge’s transla¬ 
tion of Jahangir’s Memoirs I, pp. 243,244; while in the 12th year his rank 
was raised to 2,000 with 1,500 horse, loc. cit., p. 372. 

4 Badshabnama, I, pt. i, p. 190. 5 Of. cit,, pp. 209, 210. 

6 Khudawand Khan Deccani, Mathir-ul-Umard, Text, I, pp. 659, 660, 

Beveridge & Prashad's translation, I, pp. 816, 817. 

7 Badshabnama , I, pt. i, p, 195. 
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rectitude, and was one of the principal Nizam Shahl officers. After 
Malik ‘Ambar’s time no other officer had a higher rank than Yaqut 
Khan. In fact during Malik ‘Ambar’s lifetime also leadership and 
arrangements in connection with the army were assigned to his charge. 
1 le several times devastated the imperial territories by his rapid incur¬ 
sions, and even laid siege to Burhanpur. Later Nizam Shah appointed 
Hamid Khan, an Abyssinian slave, his Chief Officer, and left all 
financial and political affairs in his hands. This was due to the clever 
intrigues of Hamid Khan’s wife', who every day used to entice other 
people’s wives for Nizam Shah’s enjoyment. The latter was so 
greatly influenced by her that he was content with merely the name 
of power, and left the disposal of all affairs of state to that procuress. 
For instance, when once ‘Add Shah sent an army to the borders of 
Nizam Shah’s dominions, that wretched woman ( zanaka ), out of the 
excess of her audacity and bravery, begged for the command of the 
army, and casting off her veil mounted a horse. She hurried to meet 
the enemy, and having killed and captured many of the leaders of the 
enemy returned safe and triumphant. As she used to present large 
sums of money to people, things gradually came to such a pass that 
the leaders of the army and the chief men of the country attended 
her retinue on foot, and proferred their requests to her. Yaqut Khan 
who was a well known officer with a following, was so disgusted at 
this state of affairs that he left Nizam Shah’s service, and perceived 
that service under the Emperor would be his asylum. In the 21st 
year of the reign of Emperor Jahangir he came with 500 horse to 
Jalnapur, and wrote to Rao Karan Hara—who was guarding the 
Bahyqhat—that he with Path Khan son of Malik ‘Ambar and other 
Nizam Shahl leaders had determined to be loyal to the Emperor, and 
was the leader of these officers who had agreed to take up service, 
Rao Ratan conciliated and encouraged him in this determination, and 

1 The account of the influence of Hamid f^han's wife is taken almost ver¬ 
batim from Itfbilnrhni-i-JahHnfyri^ pp. 284, 285. See also Elliot’s History , VI„ 
p. 433 note. 
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informed KJian Jahan Lodi who ac that time was the Governor of the 
Deccan. Kh an Jahan proposed and had the rank of 5,000 Dbat and 
horse sanctioned for him, and also suitable ranks for his companion to 
the extent of 20,000 with 15,000 horse, and enrolled them amongst 
the imperial servants. In the beginning of his reign Emperor Slvah 
Jahan exalted him by the grant of a flag and a drum 1 . As he was the 
head of the Deccan chiefs, he was treated with great courtesy by the 
imperial officers, and che governors of the Deccan did nothing without 
consulting him. When in the 6th year Mahabat Khan Khan Khanan 
besieged with a strong force the mighty fort of Daulatabad, and began 
to fix up batteries, and applied himself to laying up mines and making 
subterranean passages 2 (kiicha -i-salamat) and other measures for redu¬ 
cing it. Yaqut IGun the dotard (fartiit )—who in spite of his being in 
imperial service was still a well wisher of Nizam Shah—realized that 
the fort was about co be taken, and that after this the Nizam 

Shah! family would be completely ruined and the whole of that terri¬ 

tory would come into the possession of the imperial officers. He, 
therefore, secretly supported the besieged. Though he tried to convey 
food, muskets 3 and other articles of defence to the besieged, the 

vigilance of the officers in charge of the entrenchments prevented him 
from succeeding in his designs. As supplies of corn, which were 

being sene from his markets, were repeatedly seized, his evil designs 
became patent. This pusillanimous traitor cook to flight, as is usual 
with slaves, and joined ‘Add Shah’s forces. As the Emperor’s good 
fortune was daily in the ascendant, this desertion, which might have 
proved an impediment, really became the source of defeat of the 
enemy. The traitor in his arrogance as a military expert passed 
some censures 4 on the Bijapur officers. One day aEter the taking of 


1 Badsbabnama, I, pt. i, p. 195. 2 Op. cit.. pp. 502, 503. 

3 The word in the text and Bddsbabnama, from where the passage is 

taken, is tafangeb i, but it should in this place be tafang or muskets. 

4 Op. cit., p. 504. The implication appears to be that his reproaches led 
to their attacking active steps which resulted in their defeat. 



ul-LJmaraj Yaqut Khan Abyssinian 993 

‘Ambar Kot—which means the wall ( sbahr-panah ). of Daulatabad— 
Kandaulah Khan and Sahu Bhonsle were confronting Khan 
Z.iman who was stationed at Ka^hdhlwarah Ghat, when Yaqiit 
Khan arrived with Murarl Datt the general of ‘Add Shah and 
a large force. Khan Khanan sent his son Mlrza Lahrasp with 

a force, and himself started with a small body of brave men. 

Before he could arrive to help Lahrasp, a battle with a force 

of the enemy cook place on the way. Those foxdike warriors took to 

flight, but meanwhile another band appeared from a ravine, and it was 
found thac the traitor Yaqut was with this force. Murarl had kept 
that force in the background and sent on the vanguard against Lahrasp 
in order chat by its retreae he might be driven on to Yaqut Khan's 
forces. The Commander-in-Chief (Mahabat Khan) saw that the only 
thing to do was to give battle, and in spite of the smallness of his 
force he in his reliance on the Divine protection unfurled chc standards 
of courage. Drawing the sword of revenge from its scabbard he with 
his force attacked the enemy’s centre, and being hard pressed by the 
brave warriors the enemy losing courage took to flight. It happened 
that there was a bridge on the way, and its narrowness threw their 
forces into confusion. The brave imperialists reached the doomed 
Yaqut, and though the Abyssinians bravely withstood the attack in 
the defence of their leader, but the undaunted gallant warriors slew 
most of that band, and others attacking Yaqut Khan put an end to 
him by inflicting twenty seven wounds with lances and swords. The 
Abyssinians gathered together like ants and locusts, and tried to carry 
away that unfortunate symbol of infamy, but the gallant imperial 
warriors exerted themselves greatly to foil their attempts, and got hold 
of his dead body 1 . The death of such a leader, who was unequalled in 
his knowledge of military technique and arranging the forces, proved 
very disheartening to the leaders of the enemy’s forces and the besieged, 
and was the prologue to the taking of the fort. His son Fakhr-ul- 
Mulk also was an imperial officer and had the rank of 3,000 foot with 


1 Op. cit p. 508. 

12 5 
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2,000 horse. He died a natural death in the 5th year before the 
desertion of his father. Hasan Khan and other sons of Fakhr-ul-Mulk 
after Yaqiit Khan’s death took up service under ‘Add Shah. Hasan 
Khan’s son guided by his lucky star humbly offered his submission to 
the august sovereign Shah Jahan, and was enlisted in his service. In 
che 9th yeat he 1 was exalted by a promotion of 1,000 foot with 500 
horse to the rank of 3,000 foot with 2,000 horse; and was gratified 
by the grant of a fief in che Deccan. 

(STDI) YAQOT KHAN ABYSSINIAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 496-499). 

During the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan when the Kokan 2 3 (Kon- 
kan) Nizam Shall! was conquered by the imperial forces, lands in the 
newly conquered territory pertaining to the Bijapiir area were in ex¬ 
change given to the ruler of Bijapiir. He sent an Afghan named Fath 
Khan to take possession of the lands, and the latter made the fort of Dan¬ 
darajpuri—which was situated half on land and half in the sea—as his 
residence. In Emperor Aurangzib’s time Siva (Sivaj!) Bhonsle, realizing 
the weakness of the Bljapuris, stretched his arm of oppression, and 
first made the fort of Rajgarh (Rajgad) his residence, but later streng¬ 
thened the fort of Rahir! (Rairl)—which is 20 kos from Dandarajpuri— 
and settled there. He also by strenuous efforts took possession of 
other forts in the neighbourhood. Fath Khan becoming frightened 
left Dandarajpuri, and took refuge in the island fort of Janjira® which 
lies one kos off in the sea. He was even thinking of surrendering the 
fort, and saving his life. Sid! Sambal, Sid! Yaqiit and Sid! Khairii 

1 His name also was Hasan, Biidshahnama, 1 , pt. ii, p. 209. The increase 
in rank granted to him is mentioned on the same page. 

2 Badshabnama, I, pt. ii, pp. 203, 204; Khafi £han, II, p. 113. 

3 Elliot's History, VII, p. 289, i£hafi Khan. II, p. 2 24, states that it was 
a gun-shot distance, but in the Imperial Gazetteer, XIV, p. 61, it is stated that 
janjira is half a mile from the mainland on the cast, and a mile from the main¬ 
land on the west. 



ul'Umard\ 


995 


Yaqut Khan Abyssinian 

(Khairiyat), who all three were the slaves of the Afghan, becoming 
aware of his intention siezed him' and put chains on his legs. They 
also wrote about his plans to the ruler of Bijapiir and Khan Jahau 
Bahadur Governor of the Deccan. The said Bahadur sent a gracious 
reply, a robe of honour and Rs. 5,000 in cash, and arranged for the 
rank of qoo foot with 200 horse for the first, 300 with 100 horse for 
the second, and 200 foot with 100 horse for the third. He also assign¬ 
ed them a fertile fief near the port of Surat. They were encouraged, 
and set themselves to put down Siviji. Sldi Sambal died after reaching 
the rank of 9 no. Sidi Yaqut, who succeeded him, exerted hard to 
collect boats, and addressed himself for the recapture of DandarajpurT. 
One night 1 2 3 4 during the Hoti when the Hindus were carelessly enjoying 
themselves, he on one side (the seaside) and Sldi Miairiyat on the other 
scaled the wall by rope-ladders and entered the fort. Meanwhile the 
powder magazine of the fort caught fire and blew up together with the 
commandant of the fort. As Sivajl’s army had been sent to attack 
distant places, and he could not send any reinforcements, they were 
able to take possession of other forts in the neighbourhood. When a 
report of this occurrence was sent to Sultan Muhammad Mu'zzam, the 
Governor of the Deccan, he rewarded Sldi Yaqut and Sldi Khairiyat 
by promotion in their ranks and the grant of the title of Khans. When 
in the 39th ycar J Sidi Khairiyat Khan died, his property was given to 
Sidi Yaqut Khan, and the salary of the soldiers of the deceased was 
made a charge upon him. In the 47th year, 1 114 A.H. (1702-03 
A.D.) he died, and Sidi ‘Ambar’, whom he had nominated his succes¬ 
sor, was confirmed in the ta'htq, and received the name of Sidi Yaqut. 
The tribe (of Abyssinians) acquired a name in that area as collectors 
(' Amtildars ), and facilitated the passage of ships to Mecca. At the 
time of writing the successors of the tribe hold DandarajpurT, and 

1 {^diali fjhan, II, p. 224. It was in the 14th year of Aurangzib’s reign. 
Also see Kincaid & Parasnis, History of the Maralta People, p. 83. 

2 Op. cit., p. 226, Kincaid & Parasnis, op. cit ., pp. 88, 89. 

3 Op. cit., p. 483. 

4 Op. cit., p. 515. 
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behave towards the Marathas on the principle of ‘‘slant the jar but do 
not spill. 

The Khan was distinguished for his bravery and for his furthering 
the interests of the peasantry, and was very judicious. From morn¬ 
ing 1 till one watch of the night, he used to sic wearing armour in the 
hall of audience. Then he went into the harem and spent another 
watch in the same fashion. After that he ungirt himself and attended 
to necessary things 2 . In the end of the reign the Emperor summoned 
him to the Court, As formerly SldT Khairiyat Khan had gone to the 
royal Darbar, and found himself unequal of the men there in appear¬ 
ance and glory, and feeling small had feigned illness and got away by 
the exertions of Sidi Yaqut, the fGian (Sldi ‘Ambar) was apprehensive 
about going to Court. At last he got out of the difficulty by tact and 
by agreeing to send a tribute. 

(MIRZA) YAR ‘ALT BEG 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 660-662). 

He was an honest and a straightforward man. He was not at all 
given to taking bribes, and for this reason was held in high regard and 
greatly relied upon by Emperor Aurangztb. At first he was an assis¬ 
tant ( pesbdast ) of Ruh Ullah Khan Bakbsbl, and became well known 
for his acuteness and severity. Later he became Superintendent of 
posts and of the civil courts ( kueberry ), and exerted himself in serving 
the public. In the 30th year 3 he had the rank of qoo with 40 horse, 
and in the 31st year he was granted an increase of 15 horse 4 . Al- 

1 Khafi IJhan, II, p. 454. 

2 See l^hafi Khan, II, pp. 453 . 454 . where there is a long story about 
his doings. The purport appears to be that he carried out his ablutions, etc., 
and after saying his prayers went to sleep. 

3 Maathir-i-'Alamgtn, p. 283, where it is stated that in the 30th year he 
was transferred from the post of peshdast of Mir Bakhsht to that of the 2nd 
Bakhsht. 

4 Op. cit., p. 303. 
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though the Emperor wanted to increase his rank he did not agree to it. 
In his representations he was somewhat presumptuous. It is stated 
that he presented a youth (lit- a smooth-faced boy) for an office. The 
Emperor said he was (too young). He replied that he would be 
Ntmtar' (more than half) by the time he received a Jagtr\ and Nimtar 
in the language of the people of India means one declining in years. 
It is stated that one day food was sent to him from the royal kitchen. 
When he went to pay his respects he forgot about it. The Emperor 
reminded him by asking about its taste. He remembered, and made 
four bows (tasllm) for the present of food, and again another four as the 
bows for forgetfulness of the prostration (sajdah). It is also stated 
that one day in some connection TuranI evidence was given on a 
question of Shari'at Law. He represented that as it was TuranI evi¬ 
dence, little reliance could be placed on it. He did not remember that 
the Emperor also was a Tiirani 2 . During the siege of Golkanda 
(Golconda) there was a severe famine and prices rose very high. The 
Emperor taking his probity into consideration wished to appoint him 
Superintendent of provisions (rasad). Fearing approbrnim he refused 
the appointment. As A'zam Shah disliked him, he represented that 
Yar ‘All Beg had behaved insolently by refusing to cairy out the 
Emperor’s orders. The Emperor was extremely annoyed, and ordered 
that he should be beaten and turned out of the Dlvdn-kbdna'. After 
Emperor AurangzTb’s death he took leave from Muhammad A'zam 
Shah and went to holy Mecca" 1 . In the 3rd year of Emperor Bahadur 
Shah’s reign he returned from the holy places and rejoined service. 
In the same year' 1 , corresponding to 1121 A.H. (1709 A.D.) he 
died. 

1 A satire on the very slowness of promotions during the reign. 

2 Aurangzib considered himself to be a Turanian as a descendant of Limur. 
The account is taken from f£hafi Khan, II, pp. 378, 379, where his appointment 
in the post office and civil courts are also noted. 

3 Op. cit., II. pp. 337, 338. 

4 Op. cit., II, p. 572. 

5 Op. cit., II, p. 662. 
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(HAJT) YOSUF KHAN 

(Vol. I, pp. 557, 558). 

Ac first Haji Yusuf Khan was a protege of Mirza Kamran. In the 
12th year of the reign of Emperor Akbar he was appointed 1 with 
Qiya Khan for assisting Mirza Yusuf Khan who was shut up in 
Qanauj while ‘All Quit Khan was stirring up the dust of strife in that 
neighbourhood. In the 17th year after the conquest of Gujarat he 
was deputed with Khan ‘Alam for chastising Ibrahim Husain Muza. 
When an order was sent by the Emperor recalling the force, the said 
officer came, and was in attendance on the victorious stirrups in the 
battle of Sarnal 2 3 . In the 19th year he was deputed to Bengal as an 
auxiliary to Khan Khanan Mun'im Khan and did good service in the 
battle against Gujar' 1 . In the 20th year he was in Gaur, in Bengal, 
which is notorious for its unhealthy climate. Khan Khanan Mun‘im 
Khan had established his camp there. A pestilence broke out, and 
several of the leading officers died. He also died there 4 in 983 A.H, 
(1575 A.D.). His rank was 500. 

YOSUF KHAN SON OF HUSAIN KHAN TUKRIYA 5 6 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 957, 958). 

After his father’s death he was favoured by Emperor Akbar and 
appointed to a suitable rank, . In the 50th year he had the rank of 
2,000 foot with 300 horse. After Jahangir’s accession 500 horse 
were added to his rank 4 . In the 5th year he was deputed 7 with Khan 

1 Akbarnama, Text, II, p. 250, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 42G. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 14, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 19. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 125, translation, p. 177, 

4 Of- cit.. Text, p. 160, translation, p. 227. 

5 Maathir-nl-Umara, Text, f, pp. 551-554, Beveridge & Prashad’s tran¬ 
slation, I, pp. 644, 645. 

6 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tiizuk-i-Jahangiri, I, p. 146, 

7 Op. cit., p. 184. 
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‘Azam to the Deccan campaign. As he distinguished himself there, 
lie was rewarded with a flag 1 in the 8th year. In the 12th year at 
the recommendation of Prince Sultan Khurram his rank was increased 
to 3,000 foot with 1,500 horse 2 ; he w'as appointed Faujdar of Gond- 
wana, and presented a robe of honour and an elephant 3 . 

YUSUF KHAN KASHMIRI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 954-957). 

His father was ‘Ali Khan Chak, the ruler of Kashmir. The latter 
died of an injury received from the pommel of his saddle while playing 
polo. His people raised Yusuf Khan to the throne. He first surrounded 
the house of Abdal his uncle who was aiming at sovereignty. In the 
fight the said Abdal was struck by a musket shot and was killed. 
His people raised Saiyid Mubarak, and a battle took place in the com¬ 
pound of the ‘Idgah. The leader of Yusuf Khan’s van was killed in 
the battle, and the latter fled before reaching the place of contest. 
In the end of the 24th year of Emperor Akbar’s reign he came to the 
Court, and was graciously received 1 . As previously, two months had 
not elapsed when the wicked men of Kashmir killed Mubarak, and 
raised Lohar Chak, Yusuf Khan’s cousin, to the throne. In the 25th 
year the latter took leave from the Court. An order was issued to the 
Panjab chiefs to send an army with him. On hearing this news the 
Kashmiris had recourse to fawning, and requested Yusuf Khan to come 
by himself. He without informing the chiefs started for Kashmir, 
and without a fight got hold of Lohar Chak, and took charge of the 

1 Op. tit., p. 255, 

2 Op. til., p. 375, but 1,000 is a misprint for 3,000 on that page. 

3 Op. tit., p. 404. He died suddenly in the 16th year of Jahangir’s reign, 

see Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzuk-i-Jabangiri, II, p. 202. He had 
become very fat. He had a son ‘Aziz Ullah Khan for whose account see 
Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 789, 799, Beveridge's translation, I, 

PP- 334 , 335 - 

4 Adapted from Akbarnama. Text, III, pp. 279, 280, Beveridge's tran¬ 
slation, pp. 408, 409. 
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government 1 . When Salih Diwfma reported to the Emperor the story 
of Yusuf Khan’s constancy, the Emperor in the 27th year sent Shaikh 
Ya'qub Kashmiri, one of his confidential servants, with Yusuf Khan’s 
son Haidar for comforting 2 3 him. In the 29th year Yusuf Khan sent' 1 
to the Court his son Ya'qub with presents of the country. When in 
30th year the imperial Court was located in the Panjab, the Emperor 
summoned Yusuf Khan. Ya'qub becoming suspicious took to flight. 
Hakim ‘All and Bahti’-ud-Din Kambu were deputed to give him good 
advice. If he could not come himself he was to send his foolish son 4 . 
When the ambassadors returned and reported his presumptuousness, 
Mlrza Shiih Rukh was sent off with a large force to conquer the 
country. After the army came by the Pakhll route and arrived near 
Bulyas, Yusuf Khan saw no other course open to him except to submit. 
He consequently came and waited on the officers. They wanted to 
return taking him with them, but the Emperor did not approve of it, 
and peremptory orders for the conquest of the country were sent. On 
this the Kashmiris first raised Husain Khan Chak, and later Ya'qub 
Khan son of Yusuf Khan to the throne, and began the fight. They 
were defeated. They sent a message that the ruler was proceeding to 
the Court, and that Dinars and Dirhams would henceforth be coined 
in Emperor Akbar’s name. Also that mint, saffron, silk and game 
would belong to the State. As the officers were troubled by the 
heavy falls of snow, they appointed superintendents in the above- 
mentioned concerns 5 6 , and in the beginning of the 31st year returned 
to the Court with Yusuf Khan. The latter was handed over to Raja 
Todar Mal°. As Ya'qub and other Kashmiris showed signs of acting 
against the terms of peace, Qasim Khan was sent off with a suitable 


1 Op. cit., Text, p. 318, translation, pp. 465, 4 (16. 

2 Op. cit., Text, pp. 389, 390, translation, p. 576. 

3 Op, cit.. Text, p. 450, translation, p. 676, 

4 Op. cit., Text, p. 469, translation, p. 707. 

5 Op. at., Text, pp. 480, 481, translation, pp. 722-725. 

6 Op. cit.. Text, p. 488, translation, pp. 738, 739. 
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force. He by good arrangements conquered the country. He fought 
several battles with Ya'qub Khan, son of Yusuf Khan, and other 
Kashmiris, and was victorious. In the 32nd year Yusuf Khan was 
released from his imprisonment, given a Jagir on the borders of Bihar 1 , 
and appointed to the Siiba of Bengfil. Up to the 37th year he per¬ 
formed good service. His son Ya'qub Khan, after his father went to 
the Court, was made an instrument of strife by the Kashmiris, and for 
a time he was the ruler of the country. When Qasim Khan Mir 
Bahr was deputed for the annexation of that territory, the good fortune 
of the Emperor caused dissensions to break out amongst the people. 
By this means Qasim Khan entered Srinagar. Even then Ya'qub 
Khan exhibited signs of rebellion. In the 34th year when the Emperor 
was in Kashmir, attempts were made to conciliate him. He submitted 
and was exalted by kissing the royal threshold 2 3 . 


(MIRZA) yosuf khan radavf 

(Vol. Ill, pp. 314-321). 

He was one of the true Saiyids of Mashhad. He attained high 
rank and influence during the reign of Emperor Akbar. In the 30th 
year 4 5 he was promoted to the high rank of 2,500. When Shahbaz 
Khan hastened from Bihar to Bengal, the Mlrza was ordered 4 to 
proceed from Oudh and to guard Bihar. In the 32nd year, 995 A.H. 

1 Op. cit., Text, p. 525. translation, p. 801. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 557, translation, p. 846. He is again mentioned on 
pp. 582 and 649 of the text. According to a Kashmir chronicle Ya'qub was 
eventually poisoned by a poisoned robe sent to him by Akbar, see Rieu, Cat. 
Brit. Mus. MS. I, 300c, but according to Bada'oni, Muntakhab-ut-Tawarikh. 
Text, II, p. 354, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 365, both he and his father died in 
prison from melancholy and spleen. 

3 For his earlier life see AkbarnZma, III. The account in Blochmann, A'in, 
I (and edn ), pp. 369-372, is almost a verbatim translation of the Maatbir 
account. 

4 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 457 , Beveridge’s translation, III, p. 687. 

5 Op. cit.. Text, p. 465, translation, p. 701. 
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(1587 A.D.) when Qasim Khan, the Governor of Kashmir, becoming 
disgusted with the continual commotion there resigned, the Mlrza was 
appoinced 1 to administer the country. He by his excellent arrange¬ 
ments succeeded in winning the hearts of the people. He conciliated 
Shams Chak, who claimed the sovereignty of the country, and sent 
him to the Courc*. In the 34th year, 957 A.H. (1589 A.D.) Em¬ 
peror Akbar visited Kashmir, the like of which as a land for holiday 
globe-trotters has not found anywhere in the world. He ordered that 
skilled officers 3 should carry out a survey of the Marraj and Kamraj, 
s'.tf, the upper and lower valleys of the river Bhit (Jhclum). In that 
territory every piece of land is designated as a pattah, and this equals 
one bigha and one biswah of the Ilahl yard (gaz). The Kashmiris 
reckon a little more than pattahs to be equal to a bigha. With 
the government they reckon on the basis of three heaps of produce. 
Accordingly every village is assessed on the basis of a certain number 
of kharwdrs of rice. Every kharwdr is equal to three maunds and 
eight seers Akbarshahl. Some reckon by taraks which is equal 
to eight seers. For the Rabl' (spring) crop they take for every 
pattah of wheat or pulses two taraks as the ruler’s share. At this 
time the experienced assistants went into details, and found several 
irregularities. But as a result of the importunity of the land-holders 
who did not disclose all the facts, of the farmers chiefly being 
soldiers, and of the Emperor being desirous of sight-seeing, and 
careless (about taxation), and also in view of the fact that an 
increase in the revenue would cause confusion among the peasantry— 
specially in a newly conquered country—the revenue was not fixed 
on the basis of statistics. Two lakhs of kharwdrs of rice were added 
to the twenty lakhs (formerly taken), and each kharwdr was reckoned 

1 Op. cit., Text, pp. 521, 523, Translation, pp. 796, 798. 

2 Op. cit., Text, p. 523, translation, pp, 798, 799. 

3 The account is based on Akbarnama , Text, Ill, pp. 548, 549, translation, 
pp. 83O-832. The Maathir account is somewhat confused, and for details refer¬ 
ence may be made to the original and the detailed notes by Beveridge in the 
translation cited. 
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at sixteen dams. On the basis of this estimate a settlement was 
fixed with Mirza Yusuf Khan. 

In the 36th year it so happened that one of the confidential ser¬ 
vants of the Mlcza ran away and came to the Court. He represented 
that the number of kbarwdrs should be increased by 50 per cent, 
and the rate for each khanudr should be a 8 clar/is. On an enquiry 
being made, the Mirza did not agree to this increased assessment. 
Accordingly Qadi Nur Ullah and Qadi ‘All were deputed for carrying 
out an investigation'. The Mlrza’s agents out of dishonest motives 
proved refractory. Qadi Nur Ullah returned and reported to the 
Emperor. Husain B£g Shaikh ‘Umrl was sent to help. The former 
worked energetically at the office arrangements, and the latter at mak¬ 
ing collections. Some of the Mlrza’s servants combined together and 
stirred up sedition-mongers, who made Yadgar, Mlrza's cousin, the 
pivot of disturbances. There were one or two encounters, and then 
peace was made. But through the slackness of the two men (Qadi 
‘All and Husain Beg Shaikh ‘Umrl), sedition in a short time rose to 
a great height 1 2 . Consequently Qadi ‘All and Husain BCg were forced 
to leave the city and start for India. As the rebels had already taken 
possession of the passes, Qadi ‘All was seized after slight resistance 
and put to death. Husain B^g escaped half alive. It is stated 
that when Yadgar Kal (the bald) rook the idea of sovereignty into 
his head, and sent for an engraver to make a ring in his name, a 
splinter of steel came off while engraving and struck him in the 
eye. At the time of reciting the Khutba he trembled 3 , and when an 
assembly was arranged and he sat on the throne, a farash (servant), 
who was standing with a fan in his hand, at once recited the 
couplet: 


1 Op. cit., Text, p. 595, translation, pp. 906, 907. The confidential clerk's 
name is given there at Tota, 

2 Op. cit.. Text, p. 618, translation, pp. 944, 945. 

3 Muntakh/tb-at-Tawarikb, Text, II, p.382, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 395. 
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Verse 

You cannot by boasting place a cushion on the seat of the 

mighty, 

Unless you also prepare the paraphernalia of might. 

Yadgar was astonished, and asked the man whether he had com¬ 
posed it. He replied in the negative. Then (he asked) "Where did 
you learn this couplet?” He replied, ‘1 do not know.” Stranger 
still 1 2 , Emperor Akbar had received no news of the disturbance, when 
—inasmuch as kings and fortunate princes arc inspired—in the 37th 
year, 1000 A.H. (1591-92 A.D.) he unexpectedly ordered a march 
from Lahore to Kashmir. Though men held back on account of diffi¬ 
culties of the journey, and some thought it improper that the Emper¬ 
or should go to such a remote quarter and hilly country, the journey 
to which by any route would take a year, the Emperor in the height 
of rainy season set off unattended ( jaridah ). It so happened that it 
was the very day on which Yadgar Kal had rebelled in Kashmir, 
Still stranger was that while crossing the river Ravi the Emperor asked 
to which did this verse refer: — 


Verse 

The crown of the empire, and the diadem of the Shah*, 

How shall they come to a baldman? God forbid! 

They had not proceeded many stages when the news of the Kash¬ 
mir disturbance was received, and the hidden knowledge of the Emper¬ 
or thus became manifest. Shaikh Farid Bakhshi-Begt W3S sent ahead 
with a force, and the Emperor himself pushed on rapidly. Mlrza 
Yusuf Khan was placed under care of Shaikh Abul Fadl 3 . When, 
however, Mlrza Lashkarl son of Mlrza Yusuf Khan, becoming aware of 
the doings of the rebel (Yadgar) brought away his family and children 

1 \Akbarnima , Text, III, p. 617. translation, p. 943- 

2 Muntakbab-ut-Tauarikh , Text, II, p. 382, Lowe’s translation, II, p. 
395 - 

3 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 619, translation, p. 947. 
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Cowards Lahore, and Yadgar on hearing of Mirra's imprisonment 
hurriedly sene away the Mirza’s family, these happenings 
became the means of saving the Mirza’s honour and he was released 1 . 
Yadgar on hearing the news of the Emperor’s expedition sent a large 
force to guard the passes. The brave imperialists, however, easily 
defeated the enemy, and entered the country. Yadgar left Srinagar 
the capital of the country and hurried to Hirapur. A party of 
Mirza s men, who were lying in wait, came at midnight, and raising 
a cry “The King" fell bn his camp and plundered it. He was 
amazed and leaving his tent fled into the Helds. Except for Yusuf he 
had no attendant with him. He sent him to fetch a horse. The 
men, who were astonished at not finding Yadgar, seized Yusuf and 
tortured him. At last through his indiscretion Yadgar was captured, 
and his shoulders were relieved of the weight of his head. 

Quatrain 

In the garden the pumpkin raised its head beside the Cypress. 

Forsooth this head raising is for the empire ( sarwari ). 

Heavens know out of the Cypress and the pumpkin, 

Which one is worthy of the empire. 

It is stated that on the day when the Emperor heard of the sedi¬ 
tion of the wretch, and as Yadgar’s mother, Nuqra by name, was 
unrivalled for her lack of modesty amongst the prostitutes (Jiilis), he 
repeated the verse: 

Verse 

The bastard is envious; I am what my fate is. 

The bastard-slayer has come like the star of Yemen. 

He also remarked that the fall of this worthless fellow and the 
rising of Canopus would take place about the same time. Astrologers, 
represented that Yadgar would receive his punishment in two to three 
months. The Emperor said: “It will not be in less than 40 days or 
more than two months." Accordingly it all happened in 51 days. 

I Akbttrnima , Text, III, p. 619, translation, p. 247. 
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And on the day on which Yadgar was killed, Canopus rose 1 . After 
the Emperor reached Kashmir, Mirza Yusuf Khan did not agree to 
take the province at the increased rental. Consequently it was made 
Crown-land, and Khwaja Shams-ud-Dln Khawafl with 3,000 horse 
was appointed to the charge. But at the request of Prince Sultan 
SalTm Kashmir was again assigned to Mirza Yusuf 2 . In the 39th 
year the Mirza was promoted to the post of the Superintendent of 
Artillery. In the same year, 1002 A.H. (1593-94 A.D.) he was 
in succession to Qullj Khan appointed to the charge of Jaunpur 3 . 
In the 41 st year he was granted a Jagtr in Gujarat 1 5 , and appointed 
an auxiliary of the Deccan. When Sadiq Khan of Herat died in the 
42nd year, the Mirza was appointed the guardian of Prince Sultan 
Murad 3 , and hastening from his Jagir to Balapur in Bcrar, he took up 
his duties with the Prince. After Prince Murad’s death he rendered 
valuable services with ‘AllamI Shaikh Abiil Fadl in the administration 
of the Deccan. In the siege and later the conquest of Ahmadnagar 
he, in attendance of Prince Daniyal, contributed more than any other 
officer towards the successs of the campaign. As he always disliked 
the Deccan, he in the beginning of the 46th year in response to the 
summons waited on Emperor Akbar at Burhanpur. When the royal 
standards returned towards Agra, Prince Daniyal with other officers 
was permitted to leave at the Narbada, and the Mirza also was deput¬ 
ed with him 6 . In the same year, which was 1010 A.H. (1601 
A.D.) the Prince sent the Mirza with Mirza Rustam Safavl to assist 
Shaikh Abul Fadl and Khan Khanan in the Balaghat area. The 
Mirza died in the month of Jummada II (December, 1601) of a bubo 


1 Op. cit., Text, p. 623, translation, pp. 953. 954 - Beveridge’s excellent 
notes may be consulted in regard to Canopus etc. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, p. 627, translation, pp. 959, 960. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 6 g 4 > translation, p. 1004. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, p, 714, translation, p. 1064. 

5 Op. cit., Text, p. 724, translation, p. 1081. 

6 Op. cit., Text, p. 790, translation, p. 1184. 
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at Jalnapur 1 . His body was conveyed to Mashhad. He regarded 
Sultanpur as his home, and had many Rohilas among his infantry 
men, and he paid their salaries month by month. Whenever he 
granted an increase in pay, he called it a month and a half’s pay. 
This he paid out at once in addition to the monthly salary during the 
whole year. Among his sons was Mlrza Safshikan Khan Lashkarr 
of whom a separate account has been given. Another Mlrza 'Iwad 
was a good writer of prose. He wrote a history of the world under 
the name Chaman. Another Mlrza Aflatun lived with his brother. 
At the end of his life he was appointed inchargc of the tomb (of 
Emperor Akbar) at Bihishtabad Sikandra, and died in that capacity. 
His son-in-law Mir ‘Abdullah in the reign of Emperor Shah Jahan 
received the rank of 1,500 with 800 horse a . For some time he was 
Commandant of the fort of Dharwar. He died in the 8th year of the 
reign 4 5 6 . 

YOSUF MUHAMMAD KHAN KOKALTASH 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 952-954). 

Yusuf Muhammad Khan was the eldest son of Khan A‘zam Atga*, 
and foster-brother of Emperor Akbar. When his father 2 3 was deputed 
with a force by the Emperor to obstruct Bairam Khan who was pro¬ 
ceeding to the Panjab, Yusuf Muhammad, who was twelve years old, 

1 Op. cit., Text, p. 8oo, translation, p. 1198. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara , Text, II, pp. 736-738, translation antea, pp. 671, 672. 

3 Badsbabnama , I, pt, i, p. 296, 

4 Badsbabnama, I, pt. ii, p. 306. 

5 Shams-ud-Din Muhammad Atga f£han for whose account sec Blochmann, 
A’in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 337, 338. 

6 Akbarndma, Text, II, p. no, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 168. It is 
not clear on what authority the author of Maathir states that Yusuf Muhammad 
was 12 years old in 1560, for on p, 675 of the text of volume I of Maathir 
(Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 319) his younger brother 'Aziz Koka is described 
as bamsan i.e. of the same age as Akbar. He must have been, therefore, more 
than 18 years of age, for Emperor Akbar was then 18 years old. 
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was also sent with his father. On the day of the battle he was sta¬ 
tioned with other gallant men between the centre and the Altmash , 
and when Atga Khan, after his right and left had been disorganized, 
saw safety in attacking Bairam Khan’s force, Yusuf Muhammad 
was in front of his father and did great deeds 1 . He was reward¬ 
ed with the title of Khan. When his father was killed by Adham 
Khan Koka, Yusuf Muhammad Khan armed himself and his com¬ 
panions, and barred the path of Adham Khan and Maham Anaga 
till he was satisfied by hearing of the punishment that Emperor 
had inflicted on Adham Khan 2 . After this event the said Khan 
and his brother ‘Aziz Muhammad Kokaltash were encompassed 
with royal favours, and were always close associates of the Emperor 
both in assemblies and in battles. In the 10th year when the disloyal¬ 
ty and rebellion of ‘All Quit Khan Zaman, Bahadur Khan and Iskandar 
Khan was reported the Emperor himself marched from Agra for chas¬ 
tising this band. After crossing the Ganges it was reported to the 
Emperor that Iskandar Khan was still at his headquarters in Lucknow. 
The Emperor turned in that direction, and ordered that Yusuf Muham¬ 
mad Kh an with Shuja'at Khan and some other reliable officers should 
go forward as the vanguard 3 . Under the benevolent patronage of 
Emperor Akbar he had attained the high rank of 5,000, when in the 
height of his youth he fell ill as a result of excessive indulgence in 
drinking. In the 1 ith year of the reign, corresponding to 973 A.H. 
(1565 A.D.) he died 4 . 

Circumspection 

As a result of careful experiments physicians have found grape 
juice (wine) to have very potent properties as a tonic in various human 
ailments. In regard to its use they have, however, prescribed strict 

1 Op. cit., Text, pp. 112, 113, translation, pp. 170-172. 

2 Op. cit.. Text, pp. 174-176, translation, pp. 269-273. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 252, translation, p. 379. 

4 Op. cit.. Text, p. 272, translation, p. 4 ° 5 . where the date of his death is 
given as 5th Dhul Qa'da corresponding to 24th May, 1566. 
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dosages and specified exact times and occasions. Excessive indulgence, 
which destroys intellectual faculties and is the harbinger of a number 
of ills, has been strictly prohibited and strongly condemned. This is 
also clearly laid down in the holy book of religion. While the Shari'at 
of Mustafa, May he be blessed and have peace! in which are revealed 
the most appropriate rules of conduct and dealings in regard to all 
affairs, no differentiation has been made in regard to its injurious 
effects when used in smaller or larger quantities. Rather its use has 
been entirely and strictly prohibited. The injunction “their 1 sin is 
greater than their profit” explicitly explains this dictum. 

YOSUF MUHAMMAD KHAN TASHKANDI 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 963-967). 

Tashkand is a city in the Farghana country, which is situated in 
the fifth clime, and forms the limit of settled habitations. On its 
east is Kashghar, on its west Samarqand, on the south the mountains 
of the Badakhshan border, and on the north—though in former times 
there were towns such as Almaligh, Almarii and Yang! also known as 
Taraz—but at the present time owing to the migrations of the Ozbegs 
no traces of their habitations or ruins even arc left. Except on the 
west side, where there are no mountains, it is not possible for an enemy 
to enter the country. The river Saihun, generally known as the 
Ab-i-Khujand . entering the country from the north-east runs west¬ 
wards, and after passing along the north of Khujand and to the south 
of Fanakat, now known as Shahrukhiya, enters Turkistan, and enter¬ 
ing the sands disappears there. In this tract there are seven townships. 
The five in the south are Andijan, Aush, Marghlnan, Asfara and 
Khujand, and in the north Taraz and Kasan—which is an old city, 
formerly known as Niyakat and now known as Tashkand and Tash- 
kaniyat. The tulip gardens of the area are as superb and famous as 

1 Vide Quran, Sura Al-Baqarah , verse 219 (in pt.), p. 99. 



ioio Yusuf Muhammad Khan Tashkand \Maatbir- 

the red roses of Bokhara, particularly the seven-coloured tulips which 
are a speciality of the country 1 2 . 

After Yusuf Muhammad migrated from his native country to 
India he spent some time in the companionship of ‘Abdullah Khan 
Flruz Jang 3 . Later as a result of his outstanding personality and good 
forcune he became attached to Prince Shah Jahan, and through his 
excellent services and constant attendance rose higher in position. He 
was constantly in attendance both during the journeys and in camp. 
After the accession he was appointed to the rank oE 2,000 with 1,000 
horse, and received as gifts a flag, a drum, a horse, an elephant, and 
Rs. 15,000 in cash 3 . He was also granted a fief near Mandu. In 
the 4th year while engaged in the Deccan campaign he was suddenly 
involved in a strange disaster. This was on a day while he and Baha¬ 
dur Khan Rohila had gone to bring in forage that they encountered 
Randaula Khan and Bahlul Khan ‘Adilshahi. There was a great fight 
in which he fought valiantly, but was severely wounded and fell on the 
ground. The enemy regarding it as a great triumph carried him and 
Bahadur Khan 4 . For a time he was confined as a prisoner in Bijapur. 
When in the 5th year Yamln-ud-DauIa Asaf Khan set about devasta¬ 
ting Bijapur, and besieged it, ‘Add Shah sent both these officers to 
him 5 . After they arrived at the Court of the Emperor, who was well 
known for favouring his loyal officers, they were recompensed by the 
grant to each of them of a robe of honour, a sword, a shield with orna¬ 
mented weapons, a horse and an elephant. Yusuf Muhammad Khan 
received the rank of 3,000 with 2,000 horse® and the gifts of a 

1 Adapted from Memoirs of Babur, sec the translation by Mrs. Beveridge 
pp. 1-10. Atrar and Shash of the Maathir should be Taraz and Kasan as in 
Baburnima, and these have been adopted in the translation. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, II. pp, 777-789, Beveridge’s translation. I, pp. 

97-105. 

3 Badshahnama, I, pt. i, pp. 118, 119. In the 3rd year, p. 299, his rank 
was increased to 2,500 with 1,200 horse. 

4 Op. cit., pp. 380, 381. 

5 Of. cit., p. 415. 


6 Of. cit,, pp. 422, 423. 
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drum and Rs. 20,000 in cash, and was later appointed as the Siibabdar 
of Tatta. 

It is stated that previously he had many Mughal servants from 
Turan, but when on the occasion of this catastrophe he witnessed their 
unexpected faithlessness, in that they left their master in the hands of 
the enemy, and themselves went off in safety to his fief, and forcibly 
levied a large sum as pay from his father who had relinquished secular 
life and had become a dervish, he thought less of Mughals, and mostly 
employed Hindustanis, Afterwards he was appointed Faujdar of 
Bhakkar'. In the 1 ith year when the Qandahar fort came into the 
royal possession, he was deputed 1 2 3 with the Faujdar of Slwistan for 
settling that area. He performed valuable services in company with 
Qulrj Khan the Governor of the area in connection with the capture of 
the Bust fort. In the 12th year he. was transferred from the Faujddrl 
of Bhakkar as Subabddr of Multan, and was granted an increase of 
1,000 horse 11 . In the same year, corresponding to 1049 A.H. (1G39- 
40 A.D.) he died 4 . He had two sons Mirza Ruh Ullah and Mirza 
Bahram. The first in the end of the 28th year was appointed as Fauj¬ 
dar and fief-holder of Mandu, and given the rank of 1,500 with 800 
horse. After a time he was censured and his rank reduced to 1,000. 
Later he was appointed Faujdar and Commandant of Kangra. In the 
beginning of Emperor AurangzTb’s reign he was deprived of his rank 
and Jdgir for certain actions which did not meet with royal approval, 
and went into retirement. His sons, though they were Khanazads, 
did not owing to the Emperor’s displeasure, succeed in getting any 
Mansab, and were for a time companions of Khan Jahun Bahadur 
Kokaltash. Later Mirza ‘Abdullah succeeded in securing service under 
Prince Muhammad A'zain Shah. As a result of this appointment 

1 Badsbahnama, II, p. 22, where the increase of Ins rank to 3,000 with 
2,500 horse is recorded. 

2 This was in the 1 ith year, op. cit. p. 35. 

3 This is incorrect, the increase was of 5 °° horse, and his rank on being 
appointed Subahdar of Multan became 3,000 with 3,000 horse, op. cit., p. 128. 

4 Op. cit.; p. 155. 
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ds Keeper of the Arsenal ( Qurbegi ) he was thus raised to a position 
of honour and respect. Afterwards he was appointed head of the 
artillery, and in the battle of Jajau having given full proof of his 
loyalty was killed with that gallant Prince. His son Murza Fath 
Ullah was young. Basalat Khan Sultan cast a favourable eye on him 
on account of acquaintance and school fellowship (kh wdjatdshi) and 
looked after his training. After Basalat Khan’s death he found service 
under Asaf Jah Nizam-ul-Mulk as the Superintendent of the Divan- 
khdna and of the messengers ( barkdrds ). He received his ancestral 
titles. At the time of writing he is alive, and is a friend and com¬ 
panion of the author. 


Z* 

ZABARDAST KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 372, 373). 

He was one of Emperor Shah Jahan’s body-guard. After Shah 
Jahan’s accession he was granted the rank 1 of 1,000 with 500 horse, 
and in the 2nd year 3 he had an increase of 500 with 100 horse, and 
again 3 of 200 horse. In the qth year he had reached 1 the rank of 
1,500 with 1,000 horse. He was for a long time deputed to Bihar 
province, and during this period he in collaboration with the governors 
of the province distinguished himself in the chastisements of the 
refractory Zamindars thereof. During the governorship of 1 ‘tiqtid 


•In this section arc included notices beginning with the letters 5 and t, 
while those beginning with j are included at the end of the work in view of u 
being transliterated as Dh. The only biography under the letter D has been 
dealt with under the letter M. 

1 BSdshSbnama, I. pt. i, p. 119. 

2 <pp. cit., p. 253. 

3 Op. cit., p. 266, but his rank after this increase of 200 is given as 1,500 
with 800 horse. 

4 Op. cit., p. 399. 
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Khan, he subdued Pratap 1 —the Zamtnddr of Palamau, who was the 
leader of all the refractory elements of the province—by his devoted 
exertions in the cause of the Empire, by stirring up one of his sons 
against him, and in the 17th year brought him before the Governor, 
Later he returned to the Court 2 and paid his homage. In the 18th 
year he was promoted 3 to the rank of 2,000 with 1,000 horse. In 
the 19th year he was granted a robe of honour, and was sent for the 
settlement of Siwistan in the province of Tatta (Sindh). In the 23rd 
year, 1059 A.H. (1645 A.D.), while holding the office of Faujdar of 
Siwistan, the cup of his life became' 1 full (he died). 

ZAFAR KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 755, 756). 

He was the son of Zain Khan Koka'\ Probably his name was 
Shukr Ullah f ‘. In the 40th year of Akbar’s reign he had the rank of 
200, but after the death of his father he was raised to the rank of 700. 
Apparently in the end of Akbar’s reign he received the title of Zafar 
Khan. After Jahangir’s accession to the throne, as Zain Khan Koka’s 
daughter 7 was married to the Emperor, Zafar Khan became the subject 
of additional favours. In the 2nd year 8 when the Emperor started 

1 Badshahnama, II, pp. 357-361. The sentence in the text is very invol¬ 
ved. It seems to mean that Zabardast Khan subdued Pratap by stirring up one 
of his sons against him. but according to Badshahnama, it was Pratap's uncles 
or cousins who imprisoned him and forced him to come to terms with Zabardast 
Khan. 

2 Op. cit., p. 374. 3 Op. cit.. pp. 403, 406. 

4 'Amal SMih, III, p. 103. 

5 Maathir-ul-Vmard, Text, II, pp. 362-369, and Blochmann, A’in, I (2nd 
cdn.), pp. 367-369. 

6 Blochmann on pp. 5881 589 of the work cited published his account 
under the name Shukr Ullah Zafar Khan based mainly on Madthir, 

7 Mother of Prince Parviz; she died in 1007 A.H., see Blochmann, op. 
cit., p. 323, and Madthir-ul-V mard, Text, II, p. 363. 

8 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tiixuk-i-Jahdngiri, I, p. 100. Sec 
also the footnote in reference to the name of the village. 
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from Lahore to Kabul, he encamped enroute at the village of Ahroh’I 
near the Attock fort, the inhabitants of the place complained against 
the Khatars, who practised robberies and dacoities etc. Zafar Khan 
was granted Attock as fief in place of Ahmad Beg Khan 1 , and he was 
ordered that the Khatars should, by the time of the return of the 
Emperor, be removed to Lahore, that their headmen should be im¬ 
prisoned, and whatever they had taken by force from anyone restored. 
Zafar Khan performed the duties assigned to him, and waited on the 
Emperor on his return 2 and was commended. In the 3rd year he was 
promoted to the rank of 2,000 foot with 1,000 horse, and later in the 
same year received a standard, a robe of honour and a jewelled dagger 3 . 
In the 7th year his rank was increased 4 to 3,000 foot with 2,000 horse, 
and he was posted as Governor of Bihar. In the 10th year he was 
removed 5 from there, but on returning to the Court received an in¬ 
crease of 500 foot with 500 horse, 3nd was deputed to the Bangash 6 
campaign. His subsequent history has not been noticed 7 . His son 
was Sa’adat Khan 8 whose account is given separately. 

ZAFAR KHAN KHWAJA AHSAN ULLAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 756-763). 

He was the son of Khwaja 0 Abul Hasan of Turbat. In the 
19th year of Jahangir’s reign when Khwaja Abul Hasan 10 was appoint¬ 
ed to succeed Mahabat Khan as the Governor of Kabul, Ahsan Ullah 
was appointed as his father’s deputy for the government of the area. 

7 Of. tit., p. ui. 2 Op. tit., p. )ij, 

3 Of. tit., p, 147. 4 Of. tit., p. 231. 

5 Of. tit., p. 306, 6 Of. tit., p. 310. 

7 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuzuk-i-JahSugiri, II, p. He died 
in the 16th year 1621-22 A.D. His son’s name is given there as Sa'adat Dined. 

8 ^daathir-ul-UmarH, Text, II, pp. 461-463. 

1 , , 

9 Maathir.ul-UmarH, Text, I, op. 737-739, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
128-130. 

10 Iqbalnama-i-Jahangirt, p. 238. 
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He was raised to the rank of 1,500 with 600 horse, granted the title 
of Zafar Khan, and received as gifts a standard, a dagger, a jewelled 
sword and an elephant. By the end of the reign of that Emperor he 
had attained to the rank of 2,500 with 1,200 horse. In the ist 
year of Shah Jahan’s reign it was reported that he was besieging 
‘Abdul Qadir son of Ahd Dad in the valley of Kharmana 1 2 in Tlrah. 
On hearing of the death of Emperor Jahangir, however, he had sent 
the force to Kabul and himself retired to Peshawar. After dealing 
with the business there, according to the custom of the Governor 
spending the winter in Peshawar, and summer in Kabul, he had set 
out for the latter place. On the march he had neglected the rules of 
caution, and the tribes of Orakzal and AfridI—who are the leading 
Afghan tribes of the Khaibar mountains—blocked his way, and so 
plundered his camp thac he lost all hope and did not attempt to re¬ 
trieve the situation. On this account Kabul was taken from his 
father, and he himself repaired to the Court, in the 2nd year he 
was appointed with Khwaja Abtil Hasan to pursue Jujhar Singh 
Bundela. In the 3rd year, when the Emperor was encamped in the 
Deccan, he was sent with the above-mentioned Khwaja for the con¬ 
quest of the territories of Nasik, Trimbak and Sangamn£r. In the 
5th year when his father was appointed Governor of Kashmir in 
succession to 1 ‘tiqad Khan Shahpur, he was made 3 his deputy, and 
received a khil'at and a horse. In the 6th year after his father’s death 
the Emperor confirmed him as the Governor of Kashmir, increased his 
rank to 3,000 with 2,000 horse, and granted him a standard and a 
drum 4 . In the 7th year when the Emperor was going to Kashmir, 

1 The account of Zafar Khan’s failure against the Orakzai and AfridI 
tribes is based on Badsbabnama, I, pt. i, pp. 190, 191. Kharmaha of the text 
Kharmana in Badsbahnama, and this has been followed. His return to the 
Court is recorded on p. 245. 

2 This is apparently a reference to his defeat by 'Abdul Qadir, see Maathir- 
ul-Umara, Text, II, p, 247 , and translation, ante p, 598. in the notice of Rashid 
Khan Ansari. 

3 Op. cit., p. 432. 
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he came as far as Bhimbar' to welcome him, and paid his respects. 
In the 10th year he was ordered to Tibet. There are two roads from 
Kashmir to Tibet, one is called Karaj and the other Lar. The first 
is four stages longer than the second, but the latter owing to of its 
remaining covered by snow for a long time, and of having two difficult 
passes across it (is a more difficult route). Zafar Khan went by the 
first. By his skilful arrangements he conquered the country, and 
having captured Abdal, the ruler of the area, rapidly returned by the 
second route. The rapidity with which the expedition was executed 
was commended by the Emperor. 1 2 

Tibet consists of 21 Parganas 3 and has 37 forts. Owing to the 
large number of hills and the restricted nature of the plains in the 
area very little of agriculture is possible. The chief agricultural pro¬ 
ducts are wheat and barley. The yearly revenue is not more than a 
lac of rupees. Along one bank of one of its rivers particles of gold 
are found (in the sand), bur the gold is of inferior quality and is not 
worth more than seven rupees a tola. This form of gold washings 
annually yields nearly 2,000 tolas. Fruits of colder climates such as 
peaches, apricots, melons and grapes are produced in the country. 
They are sweet and of a good quality, and arc all available in one 
season only. There is (also) a type of apple which is of a red colour 
both inside and outside. 

In the nth year, Zafar Khan 4 , in compliance with the orders, 
came with Abdal, the ruler of Tibet, and did homage. In the 12th 
year he was removed from the Kashmir Saba, and was appointed with 
Khan Dauran Nusrat Jang for the chastisement of the Hazaras 5 . 
In the 13th year he was attached 6 to Prince Muhammad Murad 
Bakhsh, who had been ordered to make his headquarters at Bhcra. 

1 Badshabnama. 1 , pt. ii, p. 17. 

2 Of. cit., pp. 281-286. Karaj of Maathir is Karach in Badshabnama. 
has been printed as otaial in the text. 

3 Of. cit., pp. 287, 288. 

3 Of. cit., p. 149. 


4 Badshabnama, II, p. 93. 
6 Of. cit., p. 181. 
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After that he was censured for some reason, and was without an 
office or fief for two years. In the end of the 14th year he was 1 
reinstated, and in the 15th year, when it was reported that Tarbiyat 
Khan, Governor of Kashmir in spite of definite injunctions and cash 
sent to him for the relief of the people - who were suffering from the 
effects of a famine that year—was not acting as he should have done, 
Zafar Khan was appointed to the governorship of Kashmir 2 for the 
second time. In the 18th year when the glorious territory of Kashmir 
was honoured by the visit of the Emperor, the latter one day went to 
the Zafarabiid Garden, which Zafar Khan had laid out, and as a 
reward for the excellent treatment of the inhabitants of the area, which 
had resulted in their pacification, he was granted an increase of 1,000 
horse in his rank. Later some incident resulted in his suspension 
from service for some time, but in the 25th year he was reinstated and 
granted the rank of 3,000 foot with 1,500 horse 3 . In the 26th 
year on the death of Sardar Khan he was appointed Governor of Tatta 
(Sindh), and as a result of an increase of 500 horse his rank became 
3,000 foot with 2,000 horse 4 . When in the 29th year Sultan 
Sipihr Shikoh was appointed Governor of that province, the said Khan 
returned in the 30th year to the Court from Tatta. In the first battle 
against Dara Shikoh he with 5,000 brave tried cavalry men was in 
charge of the left centre. Inasmuch as the Khan was not of an 
accommodating nature, and did not pay heed to the prevailing 
conditions, he was during Shah Jahan’s reign—which was the age foi 
recognition of meric and hereditory claims—twice placed on the retired 
list. When the sovereignty came to Aurangzlb, zeal and restless 
attention to duty became the order of the day, and regard and 

1 Of. cit., p. 241. 2 Op. cit., p. 282. 

3 There is some mistake here as he already had the rank of 3,000 with 

2,000 horse at the end of the 20th year, see Badskahnama, II, p. 724. For his 
reinstatement see ‘Amal Salih, III, p. 143. 

4 *Amal Salih, III, p. 154. The rank in the text is wrongly given as 3,000 
with 3,000 horse, 

128 



1018 Zafar Khan Khwaja Ahsan Ullah \Maathir- 

claims were ignored. In the beginning of this reign he was granted 
an annual pension of Rs. 40,000. In the 6th year 1073 A.H. 
(1662-63 A.D.) he died at Lahore, and was buried in his father’s 
tomb. 

It is stated that his personal appearance was very unattractive, and 
that he was very short statured. It is well known that one day it was 
mentioned in Emperor Shah Jahan’s presence that Khwaja Abul Hasan 
drank water only once a day. Mulla HifzT, who was present, re¬ 
marked that Zafar Khan’s short stature was to be attributed to this 
fact, and that he was a seed grown without water. But he was 
unique in intellect and right-thinking. Ac the time of Mahabat 
Khan's domination in Kabul he was a prominent partisan of Nur 
Jahan Bfgam in the sagacious advice which led to the success of their 1 
plan. He was not devoid of merit. During the reign of Emperor 
Jahangir it was a common saying that among the sons of the Amirs 
there were four who excelled their fathers, viz., Jahangir Qull Khan 2 
son of Khan A‘zam, Sa‘ad Ullah Khan son of Sa‘ld Khan Chaghtal, 
Zafar Khan 3 son of Zain Khan, and the fourth was Zafar Khan son 
of Khwaja Abul Hasan. Though the Khwaja was a Sunni, Zafar 
Khan was a bigoted Shl'a. He used to give money to Iranians, and 
was specially generous and kind to poets. Eloquent men giving up 
their homes turned hopefully to him, and received such favours as 
they had hoped for. The most noted of the moderns, Mlrza Sa’ib 4 
of Tabriz, when he went from Iran to Kabul, was filled with admira¬ 
tion by his warm welcome and liberality, and lived in his company in 
India for a long time. Accordingly he has said: — 


1 See lqbalnama-i-]abangtri, pp. 265-279 and Beni Prasad, History oj 
jahangir, pp, 408-411. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 521, 525, Beveridge & Prashad’s 

translation, I, pp. 229, 730 

3 Ma 2 thir-ul-Umara, Text, II, pp. 755. 756, translation antea pp, 1013, 

1014. 

4 See Rieu, Cat. Persian Manuscripts in the British Museum, I, p. 6939. 
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Verse 

I Sa’ib have seen the Khun Khanan 1 2 in battle and banquet, 

He is not the equal of Zafar Khan in generosity and courage. 
Zafar Khan had made an album with a selection of the poems of every 
poet, who had been connected with him by ties of intimacy, written 
in their own handwriting, with the likeness (painting) of the poet on 
the back of the page. He also composed poems. This (verse) is his: — 

Verse 

With your merciful sword cut short this existence as fast as 

you can! 

Act before the Heavens render you powerless. 

He was married to Buzurg Khanam, the daughter of Malika 
Banu—elder sister of Mumtiiz Mahal—who was the wife of Saif Khan. 
Buzurg Khanam was the mother of Mirza Muhammad Tahir 3 , whose 
nom-de-plume was Ashna, and who during Shah Jahan’s reign attained 
the rank of 1,500 and had the title of ‘Inayat Kh an. He held super- 
intendencies connected with the Presence (Huddr), such as were re¬ 
served only for trustworthy houseborn ones. In the end of Shah 
Jahan’s reign he was appointed Superintendent of the Library. It is 
stated that the Linperor sent him to make enquiries about the charac¬ 
ter and ways of Sarmand 3 Majdhub (the Attracted) who used to go 
about naked. He came back and recited this verse: — 

Verse 

It is commonly surmised that Sarmand the naked works 

miracles. 

The only visible proof of these is the exhibition of his 

private parts. 

The son like the father was equally ignorant of worldly wisdom. 
He became a recluse 3 in Kashmir, and in the 6th year of Aurangzlb’s 

1 The reference is probably to Mahabat Khan. 

2 See Rieu. up. cit., p. 261, and Elliot’s History , VII, p. 73. 

3 Rieu, op. cit., II, p. 547a. 



1020 


Zahid Khan 


[Madthir- 


rcign an annual pension of Rs. 24,000 was assigned to him. In the 
year 1081 A.H. 1 (1670-71 A.D.) he died. He prepared an abridged 
account of the thirty years of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign from Bdd- 
shdhnama, and called it Mulakb Kbits 2 (Abridgment). He was an 
adept in composition and correct use of words. He also composed a 
Mathnavt and a Diwdn. This (verse) is his: — 

Verse 

Rest consists in freedom from care! 

Sleeping in shade gets over the road (of life). 

ZAHID KHAN 
(Vol. II, p. 370). 

He was the son of Sadiq Khan 11 of Herat. In the 40th year of 
Akbar’s reign he had reached the rank of 350. When his father 
died in the Deccan, he in the 47 th year came* to the Court, and 
was employed there. In the.49th year he was exalted by an increase 
in his rank and the title of Khan 5 . After the accession of Jahangir 
to the throne he was promoted to the rank of 2,000°. Later lie was 
deputed with a force to chastise Rao Dalpat, Bhurith, and was com¬ 
mended for performing this service satisfactorily 7 . 

1 ‘Alamgirnama, p. 822, 

2 See Ricu, op. cit., 1 , p. 261 ami Banarsi Prasad Saksena, History oj 
Shahjahan, pp. vi, vii. 

3 See Blochmarm, A'in, I (2nd end.), pp. 382-384. He died in the 42nd 
year, vide Akbarnama, III, Text, p. 720, Beveridge’s translation. III, p. 1074. 

4 AkbarnSma, III, Text, p. 805, translation, p. 1209. 

5 Op. cit.. Text, p. 826, translation, p. 1239. Beveridge’s note that he was 
given the title of Sadiq Indian is incorrect, as he was known as Zahid I£han in 
Emperor Jahangir’s time. 

6 Rogers & Beveridge's translation of Tuzuk-i-jabangiri , I, p. 1 7. On 
p. 46, however, it is again recorded that he was promoted from the rank of 
1,500 to that of 2,000. 

7 Op. cit., p. 84. The name there is Dalip son of Rai Rai Singh. 
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ZAHID KHAN KOKA 
(Vol. II, pp. 370-372). 

His mother was Hurl Khanan nurse of Begam Sahib 1 , the eldest 
daughter of Emperor Shah Jahan. In the 13th year he was appointed 
Faujdar 2 of Miyan Duab in succession to Nur-ud-Daulah. In the 
14th year he was exalted by the grant of the title of Khan, and pro¬ 
moted to the rank of 1,000 with 1,000 horse, and was deputed to 
the Deccan. In the 15th year he returned to the Court with Prince 
Muhammad Aurangzib Bahadur. In the 17th year his rank was 
increased to i^oo 3 with 1,000 horse. Later he had an increase of 
300 with 200 horse, and made Qardiualbeg 1 . In the 18th year on 
the occasion of the feast at the recovery of the Begam Sahib—who as 
a result of burns was ill for a long time—he received a robe of hon¬ 
our, a jewelled dagger, a standard and an elephant, and was promoted 
to the rank of 2,000 with 1,500 horse'’. Afterwards he was appoint¬ 
ed to the high office of Qilshbcgi (Chief Falconer). In the 19th year, 
01124th Rajab 1055 A.H. (5th September, 1645 A.D.) he had a 
severe illness. Though Hakim Daud Taqarrab Khan wanted to bleed 
him, he would not agree 0 , and died. 

It is stated that he led an unrestrained life of pleasure, and was 
very outspoken in his talks. One day Begam Sahib gave him a 
recommendation and sent him to one of the princes. The Prince sent 

1 Jahan Ara Begam, for her life sec Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary 
(1894 edn.), pp. 189, 190, also see Irvine, S toria do Mogor, I, p. 217, note 2. 
Her dress caught (ire in the 17th year on 27th Muharram 1054 A.H. (6th 
March, 1644 A.D,, not 26th March as stated in Beale), see Badshahnama, II, 
pp. 363-369. 

2 Badshahnama, II, p. 201. 3 Of. c ' t- ’ P - 35 1 • 

4 Op. cit., p. 376. 3 Op. cit., p. 399. 

6 Op. at., p. 434. There it is also noted that his mother Hun Begam 
was the nurse of the Begam Sahib. His eldest son Faid Uliah Kh an who was 
to years of age was after his father’s death granted the rank of 1,000 with 400 
horse, 
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for him, and said that the Bcgam Sahib had recommended him, and 
that, God willing, Ire would endeavour to promote his advancement. 
He said in reply that the lame and the blind wanted recommendations. 
He was free from these faults. If the Prince thought him worthy of 
advancement, he might do so, otherwise ic did not matter. But he 
was not fickle in his friendships. One of his sons was Faid Ullah 
Khan whose account 1 has been included separately. The other was 
Muhammad ‘Abid, who in the 13th year of Aurangzlb's reign had 
the rank of 1,500 with 300 horse, and the title of Nawazish Khan 2 . 

ZAIN KHAN KOKA 3 4 5 
(Vol. II, pp. 362-370). 

Zain Khan's mother was Plcha* Jan Anaga, one of the nurses of 
Emperor Akbar. His father was Khwaja Maqsud® ‘AIT of Herat, who 
was a pure-hearted, loyal and honest servant of Maryam Makani, and 
was always in attendance near the howdab (of her elephant) during 
the journey to Iran as a devoted servant. Emperor Akbar had the 
daughter 6 * * of his brother Khwtlja Hasan—who was the uncle of Zain 

1 Maatbir-nl-Umar 3 , Text. Ill, pp. 28-30, Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 
5 I2 > 5 > 3 - 

2 Maathir-i-' Alum girt, pp. 97, 98. 

3 Blochmann, A'b 1, I ( 2nd edit.), pp. 367, 369. In the Maathir account 
above his rank is given as 5,000, hut Blochmann lists him as the first officer of 
the rank of 5.500. In Tabdtjat, De's translation of Vol. Ill, p. 659 his rank is 
given as 5,000. 

4 Pija Jan Anaga in Akbarnama, I, Text, p. 44 . Beveridge’s translation, I, 
p. 131. 

5 Op. cit., Text, p. 222, translation, p. 448 . where he is included as No. 7 
in the list of officers who “served the State during their exile.” In Bayazid 
(Hidayat Hosain edn. 194 1 )j p. >78, he is included among those accompanied 
on his return from Persia, and referred to as the Divan of Kamran. 

6 Her name was Sahib Jamal, see Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of 

Memoirs of Jah 3 ngir, I, pp, 18, 19. Parviz was born at Kabul, vide Akbarnama, 

III, Text, p. 568, translation, p. 859. 
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Khan—married to Prince Sultan Salim, and in the year 997 A,H. 
(October, 15,89) s ^ c g ave birth to Prince Parviz. When in the 30th 
year Mirza Muhammad Hakim died at Kabul Emperor Akbar, after 
crossing the Indus enroute to Zabulistan (Afghanistan), sent Zain Khan 
—who had attained the rank of 2,500’ — to punish the Yusufzais”, 
and to conquer Swat and Bajaur. The Yusufzais formerly lived in 
Qarabagh and Qandahar, and later after moving over from those areas 
to Kabul began to cause disturbances there. Mirza Olugh Beg 
Kabuli cleverly exterminated most of them, and those who escaped 
found refuge in Lamghanat, and later moved over to Hashtnagar 3 . 
For nearly one hundred years they had practised highway robberies 
and turbulence in Swat and Bajaur, 

In this territory there was another tribe known as the Sultani 4 , and 
who claimed descent from a daughter of Sultan Sikandar (Alexander 
the Great). The Yusufzais began by being very useful to this tribe 
but later disloyally and craftily took possession of their choice 
areas. Some remnants of the former tribe lived in the defiles in 
poverty, but from love of their native land did not migrate elsewhere. 
Earlier when Emperor Akbar came to the country to chastise Mirza 
Muhammad Hakim, the headmen of the tribe (Yusufzais) waited 
on him. One of them Kalii, who was treated with favour, later fled 
from Agra. Khwiija Shams-ud-Din Khwafi seized him near Attock 
and sent him to the Courc. Instead of being punished he was treated 
with favour, but he again ran away to his native country, and he 
became the leader of seditious elements in the country. 

Zain Khan Koka first went to Bajaur, to the south of which lies 
Peshawar and to the west the Parganas of Kabul. Its length is 25 kos 
and breadth 5-10 kos. 30,000 families lived there. He punished 

1 Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 457, translation, p. 687. 

2 According to Vincent Smith Akbar The Great Mogul (1919), p. 237, 
note, Yusufzal is the correct form. 

3 Of. cit., Text, p. 475, translation, pp. 715, 716. In the text it is Sawad 
in place of Swat and Astaghar in place of Hashtnagar. 

4 Loc. cit-, translation, p. 716, note 2. 
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many o£ them. Gh azI Khan, Mirza ‘All and other leaders of this tribe 
submitted and the thornbush of disturbance was uprooted. Later he 
proceeded to the hill country of Swat. After several battles the enemy 
fled. He established a fort at Chakdara which is situated in the 
middle of the country. He was victorious 23 times, and destroyed 
seven entrenchments ( sangar ). Except for the pass of Karakar and 
the country of Buner the whole of the area was conquered 1 . 

As the soldiery were tired of constant hill climbings, Zain Khan 
asked for reinforcements. Emperor Akbar deputed Raja Blrbar and 
Hakim Abul Path one after the other. When they joined Kokaltasb, 
they on account of old rivalries did not agree, and there were 
dissensions. During consultations Zain Khan said, ‘‘Let the fresh 
troops march to chastise the rebels, and I will safeguard the central 
area. Or you should remain at Chakdara and 1 shall attend to 
the punishment of the hill men”. The Raja and the Hakim replied, 
“The orders are to attack the country and not to guard it. When 
we all have punished them, we are to return to the Presence,” The 
Koka retorted, “How can we give up a country which has been 
gained after so much fighting. If you are not agreeable to cither 
of my proposals, you may return by the way you came.” They did 
not listen to him, and started off by the route of Karakar pass which 
is full of heights and hollows. The Koka, through an ill-timed 
complaisance lest these courtiers should make an adverse report and 
so displease the Emperor, put aside his leadership 2 . In every ravine 
there was a fight, and the equipment was plundered. 

1 Adapter! from Akbarnama, III, Text, pp. 481, 482, translation, pp. 726, 
727. Punair in the text instead of Buner. In Akbarnama it is 40,000 families 
instead of 30,000 of Maathir. 

2 For detailed account see Akbarnama, III, Text, pp. 482, 483, translation, 
pp. 727-729. Karakar or Karikar pass is E.S.E. of Chakdara, see p. 729, 
note a. Vincent Smith in Akbar : The Great Mogul (1919), following Raver- 
ty, adds that the “retirement through Karakar Pass, which had been ill 
managed, was grievously harassed by tile tribesmen; but after passing the crest 
of the Malandarai Pass further south the retirement became a rout’’. Nearly 
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When they reached the pass of Malanadri, Kokaltash was in the 
rear. The Afghans pressed forward and he was forced to fight. The 
Afghans shot arrows and threw stones from all sides. The men be¬ 
came bewildered and rushed down the hills. In the melee horses and 
elephants getting mixed up stumbled, and a great number were 
killed. Kokaltash was for sacrificing his life, but Janish Bahadur 
seized his rein and turned him back. After wandering for a time he 
had to dismount, and reached the camp on foot. As the report be¬ 
came current that the Afghans were in pursuit, the march became 
disorderly, and in the dark men left the path and got into defiles. 
Although the Afghans had halted to divide the booty, on the follow¬ 
ing day those, who had lost their way, were killed. The Raja and 
many persons of note to the number of 500 lost their lives through 
losing their way 1 . 

In the 31 st year Kokaltash was deputed to chastise the Mohmand 
and Ghort tribes near Peshawar. They had made Jalal-ud-Dln 
Raushani as their leader, and were creating disturbances in Tlrah and 
Khaibar. He distinguished himself in carrying out this mission. In 
the 32nd year he was appointed Governor of Zabulistan in succession 
to Raja Man Singh. In the 33rd year he was reappointed to chastise 
the Yusufzais. He began by moving over to Bajaur, and by conti¬ 
nuing fighting for eight months killed a large number of them. The 
survivors were forced to submit. Kokaltash resolved to take Swat. 
First he came to the bank of the river Pachkora which is the boundary 
of the country, and after erecting a strong fort there waited. The 
enemy were busy celebrating the ‘Id Qurban. The K 5 ka rushed to 
Swat by a secret road. The Afghans becoming bewildered retired 
into by-paths and that area was conquered. He built forts at all key- 

8,000 imperials including Birbal, or Birbar as he calls him, were killed, p. 235. 
see also his valuable sketch map of the campaign facing page 235. 

2 See Akbarnama, III, Text, pp. 48q, 485, translation, pp. 730-732. On 
the last page are given the names of some of the officers who lost their lives in 
the battle. See also note 1 on p. 731 in which Beveridge discusses all relevant 
literature on the subject. 
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points, and left contingents to guard 1 them. In the 35th year Zain 
Khan was appointed to punish the Zamlndars of the northern hills. 
He started from near Pathan (Pathankot) and went on to near river 
Sutlej. All the inhabitants submitted. (These included) Raja BidhI 
Chand from NagarkSt, Raja Paras Ram from the Jammu hills, Raja 
Basu from Mau, Raja Anrudah from Jaswal?, Raja of Kahlur, Raja 
Jagish Chand from Dahwal?, Rai Sansar Chand from Pauna 
(Punch?), Rai Pratap from Mank 5 t, Rai Basu from Jasrotta, Rai 
Balbadhar from Lakhanpur (Lakhnur), Daulat from Kot (Sharkot) 
Bharta, Rai Krishan from Balawari, and Rai Rao Udiya of Dhamri- 
wal. Although their cavalry was limited to 10,000, their infantry 
was more than 100,000. They came to the Court with the Koka 
and presenting a large tribute did homage 2 3 . In the 36th year 
Kokaltash was raised to the high rank of 4,000 and granted a drum*. 
In the 37th year, when Zain Khan was deputed to guard the other 
side of the Indus up to the Hindu Koh (Hindukush mountain), he 
marched from Swat and Bajaur to Tirah. The Afridis and Orakzais 
submitted and Jalala retreated into the land of the Kafirs (Chitral). 
The Koka pursued him there. As Wahadat ‘All the son-in-law of 
Jalala, with the help of the Yusufzals had taken the fort of Kanshan 
and portions of the territory of the Kafirs, Kokaltash addressed himself 
to extirpate him. A force proceeded to the hill country which is the 
seat of the officer (Ddrogha nishtn ) of the ruler of Kashghar (Chitral), 
and took many prisoners. The leaders of the Kafirs also allied them¬ 
selves with his forces and helped in putting down the Afghans. 
Some went to Chughansara in Badakhshan, but did not withhold from 
the pursuit, and the Yusufzais were thus forced to come to his side, 
and the fort of Kanshan and many other places were taken possession 

1 Akbarnama, III, Text, pp, 510,532, translation, pp. 777, 778, 810, 811, 
The best account of the Yusufzai campaign is by Raverty, Notes on Afghani¬ 
stan (1888), pp. 259-566. 

2 Of. cit., Text. p. 583, translation, pp. 884, 883. The names of both per¬ 
sons and places arc doubtful in several cases and do not agree with Akbarnama. 

3 Of. cit.. Text, p. 586, translation, p. 889. 
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of. The country up to the borders of Badakhshan and Kashghar was 1 
conquered. At the feast of the beginning of the qist year his rank 
was increased 2 to 5,000. 

As Qullj Khan had not proved successful in the government of 
Kabul, that country in the same year was made over to the Koka J . 
Also in this year Prince Sultan Salim fell in love with the daughter 
of Zain Khan, and determined to marry her. Emperor Akbar did not 
approve of this impropriety, but as the infatuation of the Prince was 
beyond all bounds, he permitted the marriage 4 , and it took place in 
1004 A.H. (1596 A.D.). As Jaial-ud-Dln Raushani, who was the 
root of all troubles in Kabul, had died, and the disturbances had 
ceased in Afghanistan, Zain Khan from Tirah was ordered to take up 
his quarters at Lahore 3 . When Emperor Akbar returned from 
Burhanpur to Agra, he sent for him. Elated by his successes he had 
fallen into drinking habits. He gave these up to some extent after he 
was sent for. His illness increased, and his eyesight and heart 
gradually failed till lie died 0 in 1010 A.H. (1601 A.D.). It is 
stated that Emperor Akbar entertained a dislike for him owing to his 
part in the catastrophe of the death of Birbar. His dislike was further 
increased when later Zain Khan sent a large contingent of horses to 
Prince Sultan Salim who was living in Allahabad and cherishing evil 
designs. Lie died about this time. 

Zain Khan was fond of Hindi poetry and music. He could play 
several instruments. He also composed poems. This (verse) is his: — 
The crookedly moving Universe leaves me on chance 7 . 

So that I may insert the thread of success ( mttrad ) in the needle. 

t Op. tit., Text, pp. 640, 641, translation, pp. 983, 984. 

2 Of. tit.. Text, p, 701, translation, p. 1049. 

3 Of. tit.. Text, p. 720, translation, p. 1073. 

4 Op. tit.. Text, p. 7 io, translation, p.1058, and note 3 in which Beveridge 
has discussed the reasons for Akbar’s objections to the marriage. 

5 Of. tit., Text, p. 795, translation, p. 119a. 

6 Op. tit., Text, p. 757, translation, p. 1194. 

7 Mnntakhab-Ht-Tawankb, III, Text, p. 236. Haig’s translation, p. 327. 
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It is stated that he entertained the Emperor at his house on such 
a magnificient scale that it astonished everyone. He covered a terrace 
( chabutra ) with tus (goat’s hair) shawls—which were very rare in those 
days—and in front had three tanks, one filled with rose water of Yazd, 
another coloured with saffron, and the third with Argaja, and put into 
them troops of dancing girls and singers (tauid'if) who were more than 
1,000 in number. He caused streams of milk and sugar mixed to 
flow, and sprinkled rose-water in place of water in the courtyard (to 
allay the dust). He filled baskets with jewels and decorated vessels, 
and presented these as a peshkash along with noted elephants. It is 
stated that at this time Zain Khan was famous for the number of ele¬ 
phants, Qullj 1 Khan for his horses, and Sa'Id 2 Khan for his eunuchs. 


DHAKRIYA KHAN BAHADUR HIZBAR JANG 
(Vol. II, pp. 106, 107). 

He was the son of Sai£-ud-Daulah ‘Abd-us-Samad Khan 3 , whose 
account has been included in this work. In his father’s lifetime he 
succeeded him as the Governor of Lahore 4 . His good administration 
and justice are well known 5 . After his father’s death the governor¬ 
ship of Multan was also assigned to him, and he distinguished himself 
by two victories 6 in the Lahore territory. One was over Jang Panah 
of the Bhatl caste, who was a sedition-monger and held sway from 

1 See Blochmann, A'in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 380-382, Madthir-ul-Vmard, 
Text, III, pp. 69-74, translation, antea, pp. 534 - 539 - 

2 See Blochmann, A’in, I (2nd edn.), pp. 351. 35a, and Maathjr-ul- 
Umari, Text, II, pp. 403-408, translation, antea pp. 679-682. 

3 Maathir-ul-Umarfi, Text, II, pp. 514-517, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp, 

7 l - 73 - 

4 In the 7th year of Emperor Muhammad Shah’s reign, see his father's 
biography cited above. 

5 Elliot’s History, VIII, p. 344, and Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of Mughal 
Empire, I, p. 190. 

6 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., p. 190. 
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Hasan Abdat to the banks of the Ravi. Dhakriya Khan deputed a 
force under his officer Raja Kora Mai, who captured him and put him 
to death. The second was Jang Mir Mar Zamtndar who practised 
highway robberies and plundering between Lahore and the river Sutlej. 
He sent Qazaq Beg Khan with a force against him. The latter after a 
fight captured him and he was hung on the gallows. On Nadir Shah’s 
arrival as he could not resist him; he submitted and accepting service 
under him helped in maintaining order 1 . At the time of Nadir Shah’s 
return the latter offered to grant him a favour. He begged for the 
release of the prisoners in the camp 2 3 4 . In accordance with his request 
army police (Nasqcbibaf were appointed and the Delhi prisoners were 
released. In 1152 A.H. (1739 A.D.) he in compliance with Nadir 
Shah’s summons hurried to the province of Sindh, and in 1158 A.H. 
(1745 A.D.) he died. His elder son was Mir Yahiya Khan who even¬ 
tually became a dervish. His second son Mlrza Pahlwarl Hayat Ullah 
Khan, whom Nadir Shah gave the title of Shah Nawaz Khan, was in 
Multan. He fought against Mu‘in-ul-Mulk Mir Mannu son of 
I‘timad-ud-Daulah Qamar-ud-Dln, Governor of Lahore, and lost his 
life' 1 . His third son Khwaja BaqI Khan, who recently came to the 
Court of Nizam-ud-Daulah Asaf Jah, received the title of I'zz-ud- 
Daulah Hizbar Jang, and is in his service. He is known to the writer 
of these pages. 


DHOLFIQAR KHAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 89-93). 

(His name was) Muhammad Beg, and he was the chief attendant 
of Aurangzlb when he was a prince. Later he was promoted to the 
post of the superintendent of the artillery. When his forces moved 

1 Irvine, Later Mughals, II, pp. 325, 326, 331, 332. 

2 Op. tit., p. 376. 

3 Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls, p. 227. 

4 For an account of the civil war between Dhakriya Khan's sons see Sir 
Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 193-196. 
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from Burhanpur for Upper India to contest the kingdom, Muhammad 
Beg was exalted with the title of Dhlilfiqar Khan 1 . In all the battles 
and fighting he was pre-eminent, and bravely carried the standards in 
the vanguard. In the battle with Maharaja Jasvant Singh, when the 
leading Rajput chiefs fiercely attacked Aurangzib’s arcillery, and in the 
fight against these brave men who were in large numbers, Murshid Qull 
Khan the head of the artillery, bravely sacrificed his life. Dhulfiqar 
Khan following the custom of the gallant warriors of India—that when 
the battle becomes critical they dismount from their horses and are pre¬ 
pared even to sacrifice their lives—got down from his horse, and with 
a few men firmly held his ground. He gathered the flowers of a num¬ 
ber of wounds from the branches of courage. The undaunted Rajputs 
left him and attacked the vanguard, and in this way his life was 
saved 2 . On the day of the battle with Dara Shikoh, when the latter 
contrary to the rules of the tacticians dispersed the order of the troops, 
and passing the artillery advanced, the left and right wings of the two 
sides became confused, and many of his leading men were slain. 
Dhulfiqar Khan perceiving that it was time to render assistance spurred 
on his brave horse, and fell on the enemy’s centre. Owing to the 
extreme heat of the wind—which was blowing very hard—many lost 
their lives without being touched by an arm or a lance. Dara Shikoh 
fled. In this engagement also Dhulfiqar Khan was wounded 3 . Later, 
after Aurangzib encamped in the vicinity of the Capital (Agra), letters 
and messages urging his earnest desire for an interview and urgent 
summons on the part of Kmperor Shah Jahan were followed by pro¬ 
fession for paying his respects, but offering excuses on the side of 
Aurangzib. On account of evil suspicions Muhammad Aurangzib 

1 ‘ Alamgirnama , p. 51. On p. 62 it is noted that he was an old servant 
of the Prince. 

2 The account of his part in the battle against Maharaja Jaswant Singh at 
Dharmat is taken verbatim from 'Alamgirnama, pp. 66-68. 

3 For a detailed account of the battle of Samugarh sec Sir jadunath 
Satkar, History of Aurangzib, I, pp. 388-405. Dhulfiqar Fjdiiin’s receiving 
some wounds is mentioned in ‘Alamgirnama, p. 74. 
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Bahadur could not agree to have an interview with his father. Emper¬ 
or Shah Jahan set about strengthening the fortifications of the fort, 
and thus the veil was lifted all at once. By Aurangzib’s order 
Dhulfiqar Khan and Bahadur Khan came at night to the foot of the 
fort with the intention of laying a siege. They saw that it would be 
impossible to reduce it owing to the strength of the fortifications, and 
took shelter under the wall and in the trees. There was firing from 
both sides, and although the garrison were prepared bravely to'dcfend 
the fort, ‘the Amirs and officials out of timidity and faithlessness 
deserted by the wicket gate 1 2 leading to the river, and thus gave a 
proof of the’r disloyalty and perfidy. Emperor Shah Jahan witnessing 
this proof of the discordance of Time, again sent Fadil Khan with a 
letter written by his own hand. The purport was that the wholly 
unexpected had come to pass. Aurangzlb, however, should not shut 
his eyes to the claims of paternity and breeding and not do anything 
treacherous to a sovereignty of long standing the glory of which was 
celebrated throughout the world. The Prince wrote back in reply 
that lie was always steady in the path of obedience, but the catastrophe 
that had happened through Eternal Will had made him suspicious, 
and he had not the courage to wait on his fatheip But if the latter 
would be gracious, and commit the charge of the defence of exit and 
entry to the fort to his men, he would come and pay his respects. 
Though the act was far from judicious, yet being overcome by Pate 
the Emperor agreed 1 *. On the 15th of Ramadan 3 1068 A.H. (6th 

1 This must he “the water gate, near the centre of the river front,” and 
“seems to have given access to the enclosure south of the Muthaman Burj, 
or octagonal tower’’, see M. Ashraf Husain’s Historical Guide to the Agra Fort , 
(Delhi, 1937), p. 4. 

2 For an account of the negotiations between Shah Jahan and Aurangzih 
and the subsequent siege of the Agra fort sec Sir Jadunath Sarkar, loc. cit., 
pp. 412-422. 

3 The date is 17th Ramadan in Khiffi f£han, II, p. 32. This appears to be 
more correct and would be nearer 8th June (according to Old Style) as given by 
Sir Jadunath, loc. cit.. p, 422. Irvine also gives 17th as the date. 
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June, 1658 A.D.) Sultan Muhammad and Dhiilfigar Khan entered 
the fort, and taking possession of the gates turned out the Emperor’s 
men. On the 21st of the same month—when three months and some 
days of the 32nd year of the reign had elapsed 1 —the Emperor was 
deprived of all power, and degraded from his exalted position. 
Dhulfiqar Khan, who in loyalty and devotion was the foremost of 
Aurangzlb’s servants, was raised to the rank of 4,000 with 2,000 
horse, granted a drum and Rs. 60,000 in cash, and appointed to the 
charge of Emperor Shah Jahan and the fort. When Aurangzlb’s 
forces started from Delhi to confront Shuja 1 , Dhulfiqar Khan in 
accordance with the orders 2 left the fort in charge of Ra'dandaz 
Khan, and taking a kror of rupees and some ashrafts (gold coins) 
from the royal treasury left with the artillery and his own force for 
Allahabad, and joined Prince Sultan Muhammad who had hurried 
forward with the advance troops. After the signal defeat and utter 
rout of the \forces of Shuja 1 , of which large numbers were killed, 
Dhulfiqar Khan with Mu'zzam Khan in the company of Prince Sultan 
Muhammad was deputed 2 to the pursuit of Shuja 1 who had taken to 
flight. They in company with the Commander-in-Chief kept in close 
pursuit of Shuja* and did not allow him to settle or rest anywhere till 
he was forced to leave Tanda which he had made his headquarters 
and left for Jahangirnagar (Dacca). 

During the period Dhulfiqar Khan had been suffering from cold 
fits, and the disease had taken such a hold, that owing to the severe 
nature of the fits and their effects he was unable to ride and accom¬ 
pany the victorious troops. Consequently at his request he was 
recalled to the Court, and leaving Mu'zzam Khan he went to Mu‘zz- 
amnagar. From there he started for the Court, but his illness became 
worse during the journey, and in the month of Sha‘ban at the end 

1 From 8th Jummada II, 1037 A.H. (14th February, 1628 A.D.) to 21st 
Ramadan, 1068 A.H. (22nd June. 1658 A.D.) the period is 31 lunar years, 3 
months and 14 days, or 30 years four months and four days according to the 
solar reckoning, sec Irvine in Storia do Mogor, I, p. 2174, note x. 

2 ' Alamgtrnama , p. 234. 3 Of. tit., p. 269. 
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of the 2nd year 1070 A.H. (1660 A.D.) he died after reaching 
Agra 1 . He had no son. After his death, in the 3rd year, his son- 
in-law Muhammad Amin Beg came from Iran, and entered royal 
service, and received favours at the hands of the Emperor 3 . 

DHOLFIQAR KHAN NUSRAT JANG 
(Vol. II, pp. 93-106). 

His name was Muhammad Isma‘ 11 , and he was the son of Asad 
Khan 3 Asaf-ud-Daulah. His mother was Mihr-un-Nisa Begam, 
daughter of Asaf 4 Khan Yamln-ud-Daulah, and he was born in 1067 
A.H. (1657 A.D.). The chronogram is: 

Ze Burj Asad th namiid A [tab 
(The Sun appeared from the house of Leo: 1067). 

In die 1 tth year of Emperor Aurangzib’s reign he was appointed 5 6 
to the rank of 300, and in the 20th year he married the daughter of 
Shaista Khan Amlr-ul-Umara, and was granted an increase in rank and 
the title I‘tiqad Khan 0 . In the beginning of the 25th year when the 
royal standards left AjmEr for the Deccan, and Asad Khan Jumlat-ul- 
Mulk was left in AjmEr with Sultan Muhammad ‘Azlm, l‘tiqad 
Khan 7 was also appointed to the Deccan. On the 13th Dhul Qa‘da 
he rushed against the turbulent RathSrs, who had gathered in Mairtha 
and were creating a disturbance, and fought a severe engagement. 
He put to the sword five hundred of the enemy including Sotak and 
Siinwal Das, and other leading officers of the deceased Maharaja Jasvant 
who were the fountain heads of all the disturbances. He was reward- 

1 Of. cit., p, 479 - 2 Op. cit., p* 567- 

3 Maatbir-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp, 310-321, Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 

270-279. 

4 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 151-160, 

5 Maalhir-i-Alamgiri. p. 71. 

6 Of. cit., p. 1 58. 
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7 Op. cit., p. 213. 
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ccf by an increase in his rank. 1 In the 30th year he was appointed 
Superintendent of the Ghustil Kbana 2 in succession to Kamgar Khan. 
Before the capture of Sambha (SambliajT) he was deputed to capture 
the fortress of Raherl (Rairi) the abode of Sambha’s family. On 13th 
Muharrani 1101 A.H. (19th October, 1689 A.D.) he captured that 
great fort and took as prisoners Sambha’s sons, his family consisting 
of his mother and daughter and many of his chief followers. The 
Emperor rewarded him by increasing his rank to 3,000 foot with 
2,000 horse, and the grant of the title of Dhulfiqar Khan 3 . In the 
35th year as a reward for the capture of the fort of Nirmal he was 
promoted to the rank of 4,000*. After that he was deputed to the 
expedition of Chcnchl (Gingce 3 ) fort, where Rama (Raja Ram), the 
brother of Sambha had gone, and collected more than 100,000 horse 
and foot. The resolute Khan proceeded there rapidly and invested 
the fort, but owing to the scarcity of provisions, and the large num¬ 
bers of bandits (Marathas) he could not maintain his position, and 
moved to a place 12 kas distant. Prince Kam Bakhsh and Jumlat-ul- 
Mulk were sent with reinforcements. Dhulhqar Khan went forward 

1 Op. cit., pp. 2 1 4 , 215. The date of attack was 13 th Dhtil Qa'da 1092 
A.H., 24th November, 1681 A.D, He was as a reward granted an increase of 
500 in his rank. 

2 His appointment as Superintendent of the Ghusul Khana is mentioned on 
p. 297 of the Maalhir-i-‘Alamgin, the expedition against Sambhaji is recorded 
on p. 282. 

3 Of. cit., pp. 331, 332. The name of the fort is given as Rairi, later 
known as Raygad, see Kincaid & Parasnis, History of the Maratha People-, the 
capture of the fort is described on pp. 154-156 of the same work, but the date 
is given as October 19, 1689, apparently according to the Old Style. 

4 Maath^ir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 345, where his rank after promotion is given as 
4,000 with 2,500 horse. Is this Nirmal the town in Haidarabad State on the 
north bank of the Godavari almost midway between Nagpur and Haidarabad? 

5 In the text it is always Chcnchi, which is the same as Gingee 

of the Imperial Gazetteer, Gingi or Chcnji in Thornton’s Gazetteer and Jinji of 
Grant Duff and Kincaid & Parasnis. 

The Text also has Rami or Ram Raja for Raja Ram son of Shivaji, and the 
second founder of the Maratha Empire. 
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and welcomed the Prince. But the disagreement and annoyance 
between the Prince and Jumlat-uUMulk increased to such an extent 
that the Prince to spite Jumlat-ul-Mulk sent secret messages to 
Raja Ram, and wanted to go into the fort. Jumlat-ul-Mulk making 
sure of the co-opcration of other officers placed the Prince under arrest. 
Dhulfiqar Khan at once withdrew the advance posts (Thanadars ) 
which were investing the fort, and summoned them to his camp. 
The enemy becoming encouraged sallied forth. Asad Khan looked 
after the Prince and the camp, and Dhulfiqar Khan remained at the 
batteries to arrange for the removal of the guns and the paraphernalia 
of the siege. The Marathas fell upon Isma‘ll Khan Maltha—who 
was posted behind the fort—and wounded him and made him a 
prisoner. A great confusion resulted, and Dhulfiqar Khan was forced 
to spike the heavy guns, and retire to his base camp. Raja Ram and 
Santaji Ghorpara attacked him in full force, and there was a great fight. 
The brave Mian did not have more than 2,ooo troopers with him, but 
he stood firm, and behaved with great courage and bravery. Few of 
the officers, who were prepared to sacrifice their lives for the sake of 
their honour, escaped without wounds. At last the enemy was driven 
off, and he returned a victor to his base. 

After Asad Khan’s departure for the Court with the Prince there 
were several fights between Dhulfiqar Mian and Raja Ram. Every time 
the lucky Khan was victorious. As later, however, there was a scarcity 
of corn in the area, a kind of peace was arranged, and Dhulfiqar Mian 
retired to the imperial territory. After an interval of four months he 
renewed the siege of the fort, and hard-pressed the enemy. In the 
- 39th year he was promoted to the rank of 5,000 foot with 4,000 
horse, and favoured with the grant of the title of Nusrat Jang. On 
6th Sha'bfm, 1109 A.H. (7th February, 1698 A.D.) in the 41st year 
he captured the great fort of GingCe by bravely and undauntedly pres¬ 
sing the siege. Gingec consists of seven forts built on lofty hills, and 
was superior to all other forts of the area both in regard to its fortifica¬ 
tions and the means of defence. It received the name of Nusratgarh. 
The chronogram is Qil'a Chencht maftHh-shud (The fortress of Chin- 
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chi is conquered: 1109). Raja Ram was so intimidated by the great 
dash of the victorious general that he left behind his wife and 
children, and fled in confusion. One hundred forts, large and 
small i.e. the territory of the Karnatik (Carnatic) with several 
ports of the Europeans were added to the imperial territory. 
Powerful Zamtndars submitted to his authority, and sent suitable 
tributes. Nusrat Jang’s rank by an increase of 1,000 horse was 
raised to 5,000 with 5,000 horse 1 . In the 46th year on the 
death of Bahramand Khan he was appointed to the high post 
of Mir Bakhshl 2 . He was, however, always engaged in chastising the 
Marathas, and recovering the lost territories in the Deccan. In the 49th 
year when the siege of Wagingera, known as Rahman Bakhsh, 3 was 
prolonged, and Pidiya (Piria in text) Na’ik the commandant of the fort 
offering great resistance asked the Marathas to come to his help, and 
they plundered the adjoining areas and the neighbourhood of the 
Camp, Dhulfiqar Khan was hastily recalled to the Court. It is stated 
that when he arrived near the Court, the Emperor wrote with his own 
hands: “O Guardian Angel of the helpless, come quickly.” In fact, 
through his energy and heroic efforts the face of victory was soon 
revealed, and as a result of this achievement the forces, which owing 

1 The account is based mainly oil Miiatbir~i-‘Alamgin, pp. 339, 344 - 35 2 > 
353 » 355-359. 39°-39 2 - The change of the name of the fort from Gingee to 
Nusratgarh and the promotion of Pluilfiqar |£han to the rank of 5 > 000 with 
5,000 horse arc recorded on p. 39 2 - 

f'or the Gingee campaign see Kincaid & Parasnis, of cit., pp, 159-168. The 
date of the fall of Gingee is given there as January, 1698. A very detailed 
account has been published by Sir Jadunath Sarkar in History of Anrangzib, 
V, pp. 73-109. His note on p. 108 in regard to the date of capture of the 
fort is of special interest. Also sec Cambridge History of India, IV, p. 293, 
where the date is given as 18th January, 1698, and this would be correct, if 
Rajab is read for Sha'ban as given in Maatbir-i-‘Alamgiri, p. 391. 

2 MaatMr-i-'Alamgni , p. 46 1 - 

3 The new name of Wagingera is given as Rahman Bajshsh Khera in 
Maatbir-i- Alamgiri, p, 506. The campaign against Pidiya is described in the 

earlier pages. 
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to constant fighting and opposition had reached their tether, were 
relieved. Young and old all extolled the great achievements of 
Nusrat Jang. 

One of Emperor Aurangzlb’s confidants at the instance of some per¬ 
verse people: represented to him that all men of the camp were constant¬ 
ly repeating that there was no victory save from ‘All and no sword ex¬ 
cept of Dhulfiqar. As Emperor Aurangztb was disposed to be mali¬ 
cious and uncharitable, he to spite I)hulfiqar Khan granted increased 
allowances to the-- Tiiranl officials, and to him he only granted a sword 
and robe of honour, and deputed him to capture certain forts and 
chastise the Marathas. At last he reached the rank of 6,000 foot with 
6,000 horse. After Aurangzlb’s death Prince Muhammad A'zam 
Shah honoured him by confirming him m the office of the Mir Bakhsht, 
and appointed him to the vanguard with Prince Bldar Bakht who was 
the leader of his father’s vanguard. But in this battle Dhulfiqar Khan 
did not exert himself; rather he was more concerned about himself and 
was sluggish. When the Prince and most of the leaders were killed, 
Dhulfiqar Khan, who had received a slight arrow wound on his lip, 
realizing that the day was lost, left the battle-field with a party of men 
and hurried away to his father at Gwalior 1 . 

It is stated that at this time he sent a message to Muhammad 
A‘zam Shah to the effect that such misfortunes had happened previ¬ 
ously also. Wise generals do not neglect opportunities. The Prince 
should withdraw, and consider the best way of repairing the defeat. 
The lion-hearted Prince got angry and said, “Your heroism has been 
tested. Go wherever you like to save your life. I shall not desert the 
battlefield.” Later, Bahadur Shah, who was a compact of kindness 
and generosity, showed extraordinary favours and kindness to Dhulfiqar 
Khan, and promoting him to the rank of 7,000 foot with 7,000 horse, 
honoured him with the title of Samsam-ud-Daulah Amir-ul-Umara 
Bahadur Nusrat Jang, and added the governorship of Deccan to his 
appointment as the Bakhsht 2 . 

1 For his flight from Jajau see Irvine, Later Mughals, I, p. 30 and notes. 

z Irvine, of cit., pp. 37, 39. 
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Verse 

Good God! What grace and kindness is this! 

His graciousness makes criminals ( mujriman) courtiers 

( muhtaram ). 

As Dhulfiqar Khan had of old been on terms of rivalry and enmity 
with Mun‘im Khan Khan Khanan, he was always plotting against him. 
Although Khan Khanan was a prudent and patient man, and in spite 
of Dhulfiqar Khan’s actions did not ignore all old claims, but he was 
forced by his injudicious act-ons to transfer Khandesh and Payanghat, 
Berar, from the Deccan in accordance with the arrangements decided 
on after the first conquest, whereby the administration of these tracts 
was included in Upper India. After Khan Khanan’s death a message 
was sent to Nusrat Jang offering him the post of the Vaztr. He wished 
that he should be allowed to retain all his old appointments in addition 
to the post of the Vaztr, and so prayed that Vaztrship may nominally 
be assigned to his father. The Emperor, out of extreme regard and 
restraint—which were natural and innate in him—and fully realizing 
that the combination of all these posts was impolitic, but to appease 
Dhulfiqar Khan did not appoint anyone else as the Vaz'tr 1 . After the 
death of Emperor Bahadur Shah at Lahore, Dhulfiqar Khan, realizing 
that ‘AzIm-ush-Shan was not friendly towaids him, attached himself to 
Jahandar Shah, the eldest son of the late King, with whom he had 
formerly been on good terms. And having succeeded in making the 
other brothers favourable to Jahandar Shah, he fought against and 
defeated ‘AzIm-ush-Shan who in regard to the quantity of treasure and 
the number of soldiery and followers was far ahead of his brothers. 

It is stated that Nusrat Jang by wiles and trickery, and by propo¬ 
sing a division of the territory made Rafl‘-ush-Shan and Jahan Shah to 
unite whole hcartedly with Jahandar Shah. He also obtained from 
all three the confirmation of Vaztrship in his own name. He remarked 
that the uniting of three Kings was not strange, but one Vaztr for all 
three kingdoms was certainly extraordinary. When he had got rid of 


t Irvine, op cit., p. 128. 



ul-Umara] Dhuifiqar Khan Nusrat Jang 10 39 

‘Azim-ush-Shan, who was either killed by trickery or was blown off by 
a cannon ball—for no trace of him was ever found—he began to nego¬ 
tiate with Jahan Shah, who was the youngest brother, but wai braver 
and more ambitious than the others. It has been stated that Jahan 
Shah’s well-wishers suggested to him to sieze Dhuifiqar Khan, The 
latter suspecting such a move kept away. At last the division of the 
territory could not be effected, and the matter ended in bloodshed. 
Jahan Shah while the battle was in full swing attacked Mu'izz-ud- 
DTn’s centre and dispersed it. Upon this Lai Kanwar, the mistress of 
Jahandar Shah without whom the larter could not live even for a mo¬ 
ment fled to Lahore, and Jahandar Shah himself took refuge in some 
stacks of bricks. Drums of Jahan Shah’s victory were beaten, and on 
this news the Khutba was recited in his name in distant centres. 
Suddenly a bullet struck Jahan Shah and he was killed. Dhuifiqar 
Khan, who in the van was busy in a battle of muskets and cannon, on 
hearing the news fell upon Jahan Shah’s force and dispersed it. He 
brought his corpse and that of his eldest son Farkhunda Akhtar—who 
in beauty and stature was like a glorious moon—before Jahandar Shah 
who with a few companions was waiting bewildered at the changes 
of fortune. In accordance with the necessity of time, for 

Hemistich 

No respite should be allowed to the enemy. 

Dhuifiqar Khan at the end of the same night turned his cannon 
upon RafP-ush-Shan, who, ignorant of treachery and deceit, 
with his force was taking part in the battle. At dawn the 
battle took place, and that Tlmurld of noble descent strove 
his utmost, and at last with sword and shield leapt from his 
elephant, and fought until he was killed 1 . When the God- 
granted Kingdom of India fell to the share of Jahandar Shah, 

i Irvine, of tit., pp. 160-185, for a detailed account of Dhfilfiqar Khan’s 
intrigues etc. in favour of Jahandar Shah, and how he was able to get rid of all 
his brothers. His appointment as Prime Minister and promotion to the rank of 
8,000 is noted on p. 188. 
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Dhulfiqar Khan became the Prime Minister and managed all the 
affairs. But Kokaltash Khan Khan Jahan—who had long held a place 
in the affections of Jahandar Shah, and was very influential in his 
Court—became his prominent opponent. The disagreements and 
disunion of the two upset the affairs of government, while the Emper¬ 
or, who was infatuated with Lai Kanwar, was entirely carried away 
by his success. He was mad and now began taking bhang. At 
first he was melancholic, and then became stupified. He became so 
engrossed in drinking, listening to music, and in enjoyments of all 
kinds that he had no thought of himself. How then could he think 
of others? 


Verse 

Indulgence in drinking wine is the root of most evils. 

Whoever takes to stronger beverages is bound to get worse. 

As people are prone to imitate the disposition of their kings, so 
Dhulfiqar Khan also left all affairs (of the State) to Sabha Chand 
KhatrT—-who was unique in wickedness and mischief—and passed his 
time in pleasure and enjoyment. 

Hemistich 

As the King, so the Vaztr i . 

In Rabl‘ II they marched from Lahore and reached Delhi the Capital, 
and immediately there was a glut of revelry in the city. Three or 
four months had not elapsed when the news of Farrukh Siyar’s 
approach was announced by the dissentient heavens. It was decided 
to depute Prince A‘zz-ud-Dln under the guardianship and command of 
Khan Dauran Khwaja Husain, brother-in-law of Kokaltash Khan to 
oppose him. Dhulfiqar Khan was not agreeable to his leadership, for 

1 For Lai Kanwar's influence over Jahandar Shah and the differences 
between Dhfdfiqar K han and ‘All Murad Kokaltash Khan sec Irvine, of. cit., pp. 
192-197, 
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he had never seen war and was quire alien to warfare, and 
remonstrated : — 


Verse 

Do nor appoint anyone as the commander of an army, 

Unless he has been through many battles. 

But on account of the predominance of Kokaltash Khan he was 
overruled. When Khan Dauran carried away by timidity and coward¬ 
ice fled with the Prince to Agra—as has been mentioned in the 
account of Kokaltash Khan 1 —Jahandar Shah marched with Dhulfiqar 
Khan in the van at the head of 80,000 horse in the month of Dhul 
Qa‘da to Samiigarh near Agra. Farrukh Siyar with extremely inade¬ 
quate equipment and very few men, in all not more than ten or twelve 
thousand horse, came and encamped on the other side of the Jamna. 

There a dispute arose between Dhulfiqar Khan and Kokaltash 
Khan 2 3 4 about crossing the river which was not fordable. One wanted 
to make a bridge, while the other remarked chat the enemy would not 
be able to stand their ground on account of hunger and wretched 
circumstances, and would themselves disperse. Suddenly Farrukh 
Siyar crossed at a ford and on 13th Dhul Hijjah at the end of the 
day a battle took place. Dhulfiqar Khan drew up the left wing with 
guns, a large force and all well known leaders. Husain ‘All Khan 
Barah came against him with cavalry, but his force was utterly routed 
by the artillery and musket charges. He fell wounded amongst the 
dead. But Saiyid ‘Abdullah Khan defeated Rada Qull Khan' 1 who 
was opposing him, and coming with a force put Jahandar Shah with 
the centre* to flight. In spite of that Dhulfiqar Khan beat the 

1 Maatbir-ul-Vmara, Text, I, p, 818, Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 197. 

2 Sec Irvine, op. cit., pp. 219-236 for jahandar Shah’s march from Delhi, 
his defeat in the battle of Agra and flight to Delhi after the battle. 

3 Raji f£han in text is apparently a misprint for Rada Qull Khan. 

4 Qul in text or Ghol is the centre where the commander was stationed, 
see Irvine, Army of the Indian Moghuls, p, 226, 
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drums of victory, and remained where he was till the first watch of 
the night searching for the Emperor. He often said, “Would that 
they may bring the Prince (A’zz-ud-Dln) in order that I may with the 
support of authority disperse the enemy.” As no trace of him 
could be found anywhere, Dhulfiqar Khan consulted his comrades. 
Many suggested that he should march to the Deccan. The army 
of Da’ud Khan his deputy was there, and there was no lack of funds 
or army. But Sabha Chand urged that he should have compassion on 
his weak old father. Why did he want him by his own hand to be 
delivered to death? Dhulfiqar Khan took.the road to Delhi 1 2 . 

It is stated that Imam Vardi Khan—who was his Bakhshi —re¬ 
marked that it was the sign of ruin as he was asking advice of a clerk. 
Dhulfiqar Khan after some three hours followed Mu‘izz-ud-Dln, who 
had gone straight to the house of Asaf-ud-Daulah, and was trying to 
find a solution of his affairs. Though Dhulfiqar Khan urged his father 
to march to the Deccan or to Kabul, Asad Khan would not agree, and 
arresting Mu'izz-ud-Dln sent him to the fort, as has been described* 
in the notice of Asad Khan. When Farrukh Siyar reached Barah Pula 
five miles from Delhi, Dhulfiqar Khan went with his father and did 
homage; they were graciously received. On the pretence of consult¬ 
ing about the State affairs, Dhulfiqar Khan was detained and his father 
allowed to depart. Later Dhulfiqar Khan was permitted to retire to 
the tent which had been set up for him. Soon some rough messages 
were delivered to him, such as “you are the cause of all these distur¬ 
bances. You killed the helpless Prince Karim-ud-Dln—who was the 
Emperor’s brother—who after the assassination of his father had hidden 
himself in an artisan’s house.” Dhulfiqar Khan realizing that things 
had changed gave frank and proper answers. Meanwhile household 
troops ( cbelas ) came in accordance with orders, and drew the strap 

1 This is incorrect. He first went to Agra, but when he did not find 
Jahandar Shah or his son there he started for Delhi. Irvine op. cit„ pp. 235, 
236. 

2 Ma'athir-ul-Umara, Text, I, p. 316, Beveridge’s Translation, I, p, 275. 
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(tasma) round his neck; and beat him with their fists and kicked him 
from all sides 1 . On the same day Jahandar Shah was also put to 
death. Next day which was 17th Muharram 2 , 1125 A.H. (2nd 
February, 1713 A.D.) Farrukh Siyar entered the Capital. The head 
of Jahandar Shah was fixed at the point of a lance and his body 
thrown on an elephant, and that of Dhulfiqar Khan upside down 
tied to the tail, and pilloried. “Therefore take a lesson, O you who 
have eyes. 3 4 ” 


Verse 

Let the sagacious sec 

What is the worth of ferocity and valour ! 

As obedience to his father brought about his death, the chronogram 
was found; 

Ibrahim Isma‘ll rd qurban namiid x (1x25) 

Dhulfiqar Khan was an experienced soldier and a prudent coun¬ 
sellor. His bravery and liberality during the GingEE campaign became 
well known. Nasir ‘All composed a poem in his praise of which the 
following is the first verse: — 

Verse 

The Glory of Haidar shines from your brow. 

Thy name in battle does the work of Dhulfiqar. 

Dhulfiqar Khan as a reward gave him a large sum of money, and an 
elephant. But during the days of his prosperity his ungenerous and 
improper behaviour, his false promises and insincere speeches became 
notorious, so that both friends and foreigners (jdnib u ajanib) com¬ 
plained against him. As the wine of the world upsets human beings, 

1 For a detailed account sec Irvine, of cit., pp. 248-253. 

2 The year is incorrectly given as 1124 A.H. in the text. 

3 Qur-an, Sura lix Al-Hashir, verse 2 (in pt.), p. 1058 of Muhammad A!i 
edn. 19*7. 

4 The chronogram is only correct if a long a is added in Isma'il. 



i °44 


[Maathir- 


Dhulfiqar Khan Nusrat Jang 

at last lie was so led astray that for his own selfish ends he uprooted 
whole families, and made beggars of rich men. He did not seem to 
realize that 


Hemistich 

There is a delight in forgiveness which is not to be found in 

vengeance. 

For some slight displeasure he insulted and disgraced the good men 
of the age. He exacted vengeance a hundredfold. He did not worry 
about the day of retribution and retaliation. He was even not afraid 
of the final Judge (God). The oppression of his permanent deputy 
Da’ud Khan over the people in the Deccan, and the injuries done to 
all and sundry by his all-powerful Divan Sabha Chand all caused his 
downfall. He had no children, and at present there is no representa¬ 
tive of his line. 


Quatrain 

Remember, O prudent man the influence of age 
You will receive retribution for all your actions. 

If you value your safety, do not injure anyone. 

The market of vengeance is flourishing. 

Reflection. Power of forgiveness has been described as a great virtue 
of greatness; in ocher words whenever one forgives the downtrodden, 
one helps in putting an end to misery. 

Quatrain 

In the past and even at present delaying punishment, 

Has been extensively tried by the far-seeing people. 

It is stated that at the time of your downfall it will not be very 

trying, 

If during the days of your power you do not injure people. 



ul-Umara] Dhulfiqar Khan Qaramanlu 1045 

DHOLFIQAR KHAN QARAMANLO 
(Vol. II, pp. 85-89). 

His name was Khanlar, and he was the son of Dhulfiqar Khan, 
and the younger brother of Farhad Khan Qaramanlu who was one 
of the great officers of Shah ‘Abbas I. Farhad Khan in the year 1007 
A.H. (1598-99 A.D.) was in the vanguard in the battle against Din 
Muhammad Khan Ozbeg, and had in spite of his courage and bravery 
been suspected by his contemporaries, and fled. The Shah also sus¬ 
pected him of treachery. Though it appeared unlikely that he with 
his wisdom and knowledge of the world would behave disloyally, parti¬ 
cularly as he enjoyed such high rank under the Shah, yet, as the Shah 
was convinced of his guilt, he deputed llahwardi Khan with some 
slaves to put him to death. When the above-mentioned Khan went to 
Farhad Khan's quarters, and putting his hand to the waist drew his 
dagger, Farhad Khan realized what was to happen, and said in TurkI; 
Salmi iildl, i.e. Thus it has happened. 

After Farhad Khan had been killed, Dhulfiqar Khan, who was 
AmTr-ul-Umara of Adhurbaijan, and was in attendance, came to the 
palace greatly perturbed, and waited to be killed, for he could not 
believe that he would be allowed to live. The Shah was gracious to 
him, and granted him a robe of honour. He represented that since 
Farhad Khan had been worthy of death, why was not his appointment 
granted to him. Later when Dhulfiqar Khan received full powers as 
the prince of princes (Biglar Begt ) of Shirwan, some of the officers of 
Daghistan became frightened of him. In 1009 A.H. (i600-01 A.D.) 
Shah ‘Abbas sent from his winter quarters of Qarabagh Qarchagha 
Beg, one of his confidential officers, to Shirwan. He was to bring 
about amity beeween Dhulfiqar Khan and the officers of the area, and 
by sending conciliating letters allay their fears, and thus to confirm 
them in the path of loyalty. Any of them, who proved refractory, 
were to be punished. After Qarchagha Beg arrived in that area, a 
curt order without assigning any reason for putting Dhulfiqar Khan to 
death arrived suddenly from the Shah. Qarchagha Beg under the 
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pretcnce that a letter had been received from the Shah went to Dhul¬ 
fiqar Khan’s tent, and took him apart. He then with the aid of some 
servants, who were with him, killed him by striking him with the 
sword right and left. 

According to what men say, there was no other apparent reason 
for killing Dhulfiqar Khan except to reconcile the officers. This reason, 
however, seems to be far from the dictates of prudence and vigilance. 
Perhaps the Shah also had become convinced of his disloyalty. How¬ 
ever, the disposition of most of the Safavl princes was blood-thirsty, 
and this was specially the case with Shah ‘Abbas I; he is notorious 
amongst the Iranians for his intolerance and impetuosity. This was 
carried so far that the government of Iran got out of gear. The Shah 
for insignificant reasons did away with his chief officers, and regarded 
these improper actions as the elements of his rule. Accordingly 
Emperor Akbar wrote to the Shah several times expostulating against 
this high-handed procedure. He remarked that in the regulations for 
government and the laws of equity imprisonment has been laid down 
as the proper instrument for testing the seditious tendencies of the 
accused. Man is a strange talisman, and a riddle which baffles solu¬ 
tion. Any person should not be killed for a single fault that might 
come to light, for this lofty edifice of humanity cannot be set up again 
except by the hand of God. Hence wise administrators have not 
approved of haste in awarding capital punishment 1 . 

Hemistich 

For a severed head cannot be joined again. 

In fine, Dhulfiqar Khan’s heirs were greatly perturbed by his being 
put to death, and as the Shah did not show them any kindness, Khan- 
lar fled from Iran, and came to India in the end of Emperor Jahangir’s 
reign 2 . He entered royal service. The daughter of Sadiq Khan the 

1 The account is based on Tarikh ‘Alum Ara'i ‘Abbasi by Iskandar Munshi, 
the famous history of the Safavids. 

2 Badshabnama, I, pt. i, p. 73. In the 5th year of Shall Jahan's reign he 
was granted the rank of 1,000 with 600 horse, of. tit., p. 432. 
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brother-in-law of Yamln-ud-Daulah was given to him in marriage. 
In the 6th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he received his ances¬ 
tral 1 title, and in the course of time was exalted to the rank of 3,000*. 
At the end of that reign he lived in retirement in Patna. When 
Prince Shuja 1 after the battle of Khajua fied and came to that 
city, he pressed for the marriage of Dhulfiqar Khan's daughter with 
his eldest son Zain-ud-Dln. In the 2nd year of Aurangzlb’s reign, 
1070 A.H. (1660 A.D.), he died 3 4 5 of paralysis which had been the 
cause of his retirement. He was greatly skilled in understanding 
music and melody after the Persian style, and surpassed the best 
singers of Iran. His eldest son was Asad IGjan'' Amlr-ul-Umara 
whose account is given separately. 

DHOLFIQAR-UD-DAULAH 
(Vol. II, pp. 107-109). 

His name was Mirza Najaf Khan Bahadur, and he was the brother 
of the wife of Mirza Muhsin brother of Safdar Jang. It is stated that 
from his mother’s side he was connected with the Safavi family. As 
Shuja‘-ud-Daulah had sent for Mirza Najaf Khan’s sister’s son 
Muhammad Qull Khan—who had accompanied the reigning Sovereign 
Shah 'Alam Bahadur on his expedition to Patna—and killed him 3 , 
Najaf Khan became alarmed, and went all alone to Qasim ‘All Khan 
the Governor of Bengal. The said Khan received him kindly, and 
provided him with tents etc., such as senior officers had, and sent him 
against the hat-wearers (the English). As his campaign was un- 

1 Op. cit., p. 476, where the grant of the tide of Dhulfiqar j£han is 
recorded. 

2 'Amal Salih, III, p. 45 2 > 

3 Maalbir-i-'Alamgiri, p. 27. 

4 Maathir-ul-Umara. Text, I, pp. 310-321, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
270-279. 

5 See Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (>894 cdn.), p. 270 under 
Muhammad Quli Khan. 
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succcssful, he returned to Qasim ‘All Khan. Later when Qasim ‘All 
Khan relying on Shuja'-ud-Daulah's oath resolved to enter the royal 
service, Murza Najaf Khan strongly dissuaded him saying that his 
oaths could not be trusted. As he would not hearken Najaf Khan 
separated from him. He went and settled in the country of Hindu 
Pat Bundela. Later he presented himself before the Emperor, and 
was appointed Faujdar of Karra Mamkpur. Gradually he rose to the 
post of the Mtr Bakhsbt. Afterwards, he girt up his loins and set 
about collecting a force. He for a long time exerted himself to 
exterminate the Jats—who had taken possession of Agra and had 
extended their depredations as far as Delhi, and owing to their strong 
and well fortified forts they were not afraid of anyone. Later, in 
attendance on the royal stirrups he hurried to chastise Dabita Khan 
son of Najib Khan Rohila, and after the latter’s flight confiscated his 
dwellings. In the year 1192 A.H. (1778 A.D.), when the Emperor 
proceeded towards Narnol, he in accordance with the orders went and 
joined the royal suite. When after the disposal of the affairs of the 
Raja of Ambar the Emperor returned to the Capital, he was permitted 
to go home. At the time of writing he was engaged in besieging 
Alwar, in the Siiba of Akbarabad, which was in the hands of one of 
the insurgents. Although he is not possessed of much means, he has 
a large and well trained force under him. Whatever he gets, he 
shares it with his followers, and for this reason is greatly respected by 
them. In the year 1193 A.H. (1779 A.D.) when the reigning 
sovereign became displeased with Majd-ud-Daulah, he handed him 
over to Najaf Khan. At present all State affairs have been assigned 
to him, and he is the sole arbiter of the affairs of the Kingdom 1 . 

1 See Beale, op, cit ., p. 289 for a short biography of Najaf Khan. The 
accounts in Keene, Fall of the Moghul Empire (1887 edn.), pp. 129-133 and 
Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, III, pp. 191-230, may be con¬ 
sulted for fuller details. Keene gives the date of his death as 26th April, 1782, 
but Sarkar, p. 227, gives 6th April, 1782 as the date of his death. He also 
remarks that “with him departed the last hope of Mughals in India.” 
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DHOLQADAR KHAN TURKAMAN 
(Vol. II, pp. 84, 85). 

His name was PlrT Aqa, and he was one of the officials who were 
appointed to the Kabul Dominion. In the 1 ith year of the reign of 
Emperor Shah Jahan, when ‘All Mardan Khan the Commandant of 
the Qandahar fore becoming suspicious of the ruler of Iran represented 
the matter to the royal court, Sa'Id Khan, the Governor of Kabul in 
compliance with the royal orders sent Put Aqa 1 to him for making 
enquiries. He marched rapidly to the place, and returned with a 
petition from ‘All Mardan Khan and some of his officers, and made 
his obeisance to the Emperor at Akbarabad. As a reward he was 
promoted to the rank" of 1,500. When after ‘All Mardan Khan’s 
arrival the government of Kashmir was assigned to him, Dhulqadar 
Khan also was appointed 3 to that S Hba, and in the 13th year at the 
recommendation of that officer was granted an increase of too in his 
rank. Later, during the time when the Emperor visited Kashmir, he 
was exalted by promotion to the rank of 1,500 foot with 1,000 horse, 
and the gift of a horse. In the 14th year he was granted an increase 
of 200 horse, and in the 15th year his rank was advanced to 2,000 
foot with 1,600 horse. Later, he was appointed Governor of Ghaznin 4 , 
and in the 17th year he was honoured with the grant of a flag. In 
the 19th year he accompanied 6 Prince Murad Bakhsh who was sent 
for the conquest of Balkh and Badakhshan. In the 20th year he 
escorted 8 the relatives and possessions of Nadhr Muhammad Khan 
to the royal court. He was appointed Commandant of the Kabul 

1 BachbUbnama, II, p. 28. 2 Op. cit., p. 94. 

3 Op. cit., p. 166. 

4 The author has mixed up the account of his appointments and promo¬ 
tions. He was appointed Governor of Ghaznin in the 13th year, and his rank 
was increased by 500 with 4°° horse to 1,500 with 1,000 horse op. cit., p. 200. 
In the 15th year he was promoted lo the rank of 2,000 with 1,600 horse. 
op. cit., p. 270. 

5 Op. cit., p. 484, 

I32 


6 Op. cit., p. 585. 
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fort 1 2 , and Lower Bangash was added to the fief of Upper Bangash 
which had already been granted to him. He was also promoted to 
the rank of 2,500, and received the present of a horse with a silver 
saddle. At the same time he was sent with 15 lakhs of rupees to 
Balkh for Prince Muhammad AurangzTb Bahadur. In the 21st year 
when the Prince started on his return journey to India, he was appoin¬ 
ted to escort the treasure. At the time of crossing the ford of Badr 3 
Hamid a fight ensued with the Hazara and Alaman tribes. As a 
fearless fighter he did his best for the safeguarding of the treasure, 
and brought the treasure safely to Kabul with the help of Bahadur 
Khan Rohila who had joined him with the rear-guard of the army. 
In the same year 1057 A.H. (1647 A.D.) he died. 

EPILOGUE 3 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 973-979). 

As through the grace of God this important work has been com¬ 
pleted by inclusion of the histories of all important people, the perfect 
pen now turns ro adding an explanation: — 

Verse 

Though I am a dimunitivc pen, I am the dust of the feet of the good, 
It would not, however, be strange if I remain thirsty as I am a 

mean reed. 

in the form of an historical narrative of the writer. The name of 
this humble person is ‘Abdul Hayy, and he was born in the year 
1142 A.H. (1729-30 A.D.). After reaching the age of discretion 
he intermittently spent some time in schools to become literate. For 
some time he was learning propriety of conduct and behaviour, while 

1 Op. cit., p. 594. 

2 Badr Hamid is the name of the ford in Badshahnama, II, p. 671, on 
which the account is based. The name of the ford is not given in the text. 

3 This epilogue includes a brief aulo-biography of ‘Abdul Hayy, the junior 
author. 
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some time was also spent studying and practising medical treatises. 
In the year 1162 A.H. (1748-45 A.D.) he received a rank and the 
title of Khan, and was appointed Divan of the Berar Suba and M»t- 
saddt (Superintendent) of that noble Prince Nasir Jang the Martyr’s 
fiefs which were in that Siiba. During the time of Salabat Jang he 
was appointed Governor of the town of Khajastabuniyad (Haidarabad) 
and Commandant of the fort of Daulatabad. 

When the unfortunate incident happened to his father, May he 
be pardoned! and fortune favoured the maIcvolents ( this resulted in 
his remaining in concealment for a time, and despair seemed to 
hover round on all sides, but suddenly the munificent grace of the 
Nawab Nizanvul-Mulk Nizam-ud-Daulah was directed towards this 
unfortunate being, and he exalted him by favour of all kinds. At 
first he honoured him by restoration to his old rank and the grant of 
his ancestral title. Later by assigning him the charge of the Dtvdrii 
of the Deccan Subas —which was his hereditary right—he made it 
possible for him to live on terms of equality with people of his rank. 
He made him share his councils and assemblies, and favoured and 
commended his actions both in battles and under difficult circum¬ 
stances. At the time of writing he is honoured by being a compa¬ 
nion and favourite of that great man who is unrivalled in all respects. 
He has been honoured by appointment to a suitable rank and has the 
title of Samsam-ul-Mulk 1 . In consonance with the latter he has adopted 
Sdrim (A Sharp Sword) as his non~de-plnme. A few verses of his 
composition are recorded on the white page: — 

Verse 

It is not easy to see your fire-like beauty. 

The sun reflects as a mirror the grandeur of your face. 

1 Sec Beale's Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1894 cdn.l under the 
account of his father Shahnawaz Khan, p. 366, where it is stated that he received 
the title of Samsam-ud-Daula Samsam Jang, and died on 28th April, 1782. 
For details sec also Kbazana 'Amira (Lithograph edn. Lucknow, 1871), pp. 
296, 297. 
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His faults become virtues, when he meets with approval, 

The burning fire is like the water of life to the Salamander 

( Samandar), 

How can a skilled person have peace under the heavens, 

A round pearl does not resemble the physiognomy of a beloved 

at rest. 

The delineation of the edges of his lips produces ornamentation, 
Cornelian acquires a status after it is engraved. 

So long as you arc in meditation like a bud, 

It is not possible to perceive hilarity. 

Weak are not worried by the changing fortune, 

River waves serve as the swimming paddles for reeds. 

The fragrance of the perfume after use languishes from hour to 

hour 

The worth of the little harmony of the fair, whatever it is, is 

doubtful. 

The mirror since seeing the glory of the face of the beloved. 

Has applied collyriuin of astonishment to its eyes. 

Do not be misled by the guile of the soft tongue, 

In the end water acts like an ; dze to the stone. 

He pulled his locks from my hand and went, 

I said I am your prey, but he gathered his net and left. 

At times he is careless, sometimes amorous, while again he is 

cruel, 

He employs various arts for the murder of his lovers, 

Wise use speech in accordance with the needs of the occasion, 

As without a talk there is no echo from the high mountain. 

My mad heart always yearns for its desire from your eyes, 

The drunkard is already intoxicated, and still asks for another 

drink. 

Although the world is not a house of mourning every morning. 
Whoever he accosts strikes his head with his hands. 

The heart becoming enamoured by its beauty became a prisoner 

of the dimple in her chin. 
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Finally the fairy took this infatuated lad into the well. 

In the bending of his body old age signals the end: 

A wall must fall when it is buckled. 

Unfortunates do not understand the canons of keeping secrets, 

If you utter a word it is echoed throughout the country. 

The moods of delicates are upset by a breize, 

That is why the breeze is rustling tremblingly through the 

garden. 


Strophe 

The rose affords protection to the thorn, 

Do not take away the hand of kindness from your well-wisher. 
In this world retribution follows all actions, 

He who bigs a well himself goes down first to its bottom. 

O beloved! since you left the garden in my presence, 

The hairs of all my eyelids have become* thorns in the skirt of 

my sight. 

Do not, O! stone-hearted person! prevaricate by foolish talk, 
For no one derives any consolation from the echoes of a moun¬ 
tain. 

Stature, that has become bent through age, is like an arch, 

Be afraid! if you treat age with discourtesy. 


Quatrain 

He who seals his lips with the seal of respect, 

Even his enemies are forced to keep silent. 

O! silent lamp while you are in an assembly, 

You should never fret over the tyranny of the scissors. 
"Do not neglect courtesy in your treatment of the public, 
If you cannot do good, do not attempt to harm; 

If like a rose you cannot please anyone’s heart, 

Do not be a thorn to scratch his skirt. 

The world which has highways in all four directions 
Its narrow lanes are all like hairs. 
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Do good while you pass through them, 

As the only lasting memorial of a person is his good name. 
When youth is passed and old age is come, 

It is a shame to dye the white hairs black. 

How long, O! you who are enjoying the sleep of forgetfulness, 
For the night has ended and the light of morning has appeared, 
The seal of the Prophet, how wonderful you are! 

You who know its high dignity! 

Like the personality of God which is without its compeer! 

You arc one of the created but are without an equal! 

O great man', you who were favoured by the Prophet, 

Your personality is like that of the noble personality of the 

Prophet. 

It is for this reason that no differentiation was made at Mecca, 
When you slept (or a night in the place of the Prophet. 

APPENDIX 

(MAJD-UD-DAULAH) ‘ABDUL AHAD KHAN 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 807, 808). 

His ancestors lived in Kashmir. His father ‘Abdul Majid Khan 
migrated from his home, and spent the earlier years in the service of 
‘Inayat Ullah Khan' 1 2 . After his death he became a companion of 
I‘timad-ud-Daulah Qamar-ud-Dln Khan 3 , and entered the royal service. 
As he was a good accountant, he was during the reign of Emperor 
Muhammad Shah and after the expedition of Nadir Shah promoted to 
the high office of the Divan of Khalsa and Tan , and had the rank 
of 6,000 with 6,000 horse, and received the gift of a flag, a drum, 

1 Apparently ihe reference is to 'Ali, who at the time of IJijrat was left 
as the representative of the Prophet. 

2 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, 11 , pp. 828-832, Beveridge & Prashads tran¬ 
slation, 1, pp. 680-682. 

3 Maathtr-al-lJmar 3 , Text, I, pp. 358-361, translation antea, pp. 488-491. 
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and a fringed palanquin, and was exalted by the title of Majd-ud- 
Daulah 1 2 Bahadur. He had two sons. One was Muhammad Parast 
Khan who died early in life. The other was ‘Abdul Ahad Khan 8 , 
who gained a place in the affections of the then Emperor Shah ‘Alain 
Bahadur, and as a result all affairs of the State were decided according 
to his opinion. He received his father’s title, and held a high rank. 
In the year 1193 A.H. (17 -9 A.D.) he went with one of the princes 3 4 5 * 
— who was deputed as a tbrah (Emblem of Authority)—towards 
Sirhind. As the affair there did not progress satisfactorily he with 
the concurrence of the Prince had to make shameful retreat before 
the Sikhs who had collected to assist Amar Singh, the Zamtndar of 
Patiala, On this account the Emperor was displeased with him. As 
he and Dhulfiqar-ud-Daulah Mirza Najaf Khan were already noc on 
good terms, the Emperor handed him over to Dhulfiqar-ud-Daulah. 
At the time of writing he was in prison, and his house and property 
had been confiscated, but his fief was not resumed. 

(QUTB-UL-MULK SAIYID) -ABDULLAH KHAN 1 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 130-iqo) 

His name was Hasan ‘All, and he was the Prime Minister of 
Emperor Farrukh Siyar. His brother Saiyid Husain ‘All Khan was 
the Amir-ul-Umara; his account has been written separately*. Qutb- 
ul-Mulk had the title of Khan during Emperor Aurangzlb’s reign, 

1 Sec Beale, Oriental Biographical Dictionary (1881), p. 6. He was, 
according to this author appointed 3rd Bakhshi in 1748 A.D., and died in 1752 
A.D. 

2 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Moghul Emperor , III, pp, 88, 89, 
107-109, 172-189, His full title was Majd-ud-Daulah Bahram Jang. 

3 Prince Farkhunda Baljht. For a detailed account of Majd-ud-Daulah’s 
campaign against the Sikhs see Sir Jadunath Sarkar, op. cit., pp. 172-182. 

4 See Irvine, lourn. As. S oc. Bengal, LXV, p. 176, 177; Later Mughals, 
11, pp. 96-101. 

5 Maathir-ul-Umarii. Text, I, pp. 321-338, Beveridge & Prashad’s transla¬ 

tion, I, pp. 628-639. 
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and was the Fanjdar of Nandurbar and Sultanpur in Baglana. Later 
be was in-charge of Aurangabad, 

When Prince Muhammad Mu'izz-ud-Din, son of Shah ‘Alam, 
was appointed by Emperor Aurangzlb Governor of Multan, Hasan ‘All 
Khan was deputed on the Prince’s stirrups, but he did not get on 
with the Prince, and becoming disappointed returned to Lahore'. 
After the death of Emperor Aurangzlb, when Shah ‘Alam’s standards 
reached Lahore from Peshawar, Hasan ‘All Khan was raised to the 
rank of 3,000, granted a drum, and appointed Bakhsbi of the new 
force. In the battle with Muhammad A‘zam Shah he was in the 
vanguard of the force of Muhammad Mu‘izz-ud-Dln, which consti¬ 
tuted the vanguard of the army of Shah ‘Alam. After the battle 
started, Hasan ‘All Khan, Husain ‘All Khan, and their third brother 
Nur-ud-Din ‘All Khan, according to the rule of battle adopted by the 
brave warriors of India, dismounted from elephants, and advancing 
with the force of Barah Saiyids engaged in fighting at close quarters. 
Nur-ud-Din ‘All Khan was killed, and the other brothers were 
wounded 1 2 3 , but they gained the glory of victory. Hasan ‘All Khan 
was raised to the rank of 4,000, and appointed Governor of Ajm5r. 
Later he was promoted to the governorship of Allahabad 2 . 

When Muhammad Mu‘izz-ud-Dln succeeded to the sovereignty, 
the governorship of Allahabad was assigned to Raji Khan, and Saiyid 
Hasan ‘All Khan was removed from that office. Saiyid Abdul 
Ghafar, a grandson of Saiyid Sadr-us-Sadur of Paihani went towards 
Allahabad to act as the deputy of Raji Khan. Saiyid Hasan ‘All 
Khan started with a force to oppose him, and a battle took place near 
Allahabad. Saiyid ‘Abdul Ghafar was defeated after an initial success, 
and turned back. Muhammad Mu'izz-ud-Dln, on account of his negli¬ 
gence and love of luxury did not take any steps to amend matters. 


1 See Irvine, lonrn. As. Sot. Bengal, LXV, p. 176, and note 3, and Later 
Mugbals, 1 , pp. 203-205. 

2 Later Mughals , I, pp. 3:, 34. 

3 Of. cit., p. 205. 
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Rather he tried to conciliate Saiyid Hasan ‘All Khun, and sent a royal 
order confirming him as chc Governor of Allahabad, and advancing his 
rank. But his brother Saiyid Husain ‘All Khan, the Governor of ‘Azlma- 
bad, Patna—who was well known for his great bravery, sedateness and 
firmness—made a compact with Muhammad Farrukh Siyar, as has 
been detailed in his account, and cried to induce his elder brother 
Hasan ‘All Khan also to join him. Hasan ‘All Khan was not won 
over by the flattery of Muhammad Mu'izz-ud-Dln, who, he knew, 
disliked him from the time when he was the Governor of Multan, and 


heartily espoused Farrukh Siyar’s cause', and begged him to advance 
towards Allahabad. At this juncture Muhammad Farrukh Siyar 
regarded the alliance of these brave brothers with large contingents 
a good augury for his success, and marching from Patna reached 
Allahabad. Having confirmed in person the compact with Hasan 
‘All Khan, he made him hopeful of increased favours, and appointing 
him the leader of the vanguard marched forwards. 

‘Izz-ud-Din, the eldest son of Muhammad Mu‘izz-ud-Dln was 
deputed under the guardianship of Khwaja Husain, known as the 
Khan Dauran, from Shahjahanabad (Delhi) to oppose Muhammad 
Farrukh Siyar. He arrived at Kliajua, a dependency of Allahabad, 
and waited for the enemy. As soon as Muhammad Farrukh Siyar’s 
army approached, ‘Izz-ud-Dln without even a skirmish with the enemy 
cook to flight at midnight. The force of Muhammad Farrukh Siyar 
was in greac distress and very poorly equipped, but it was able to gain 
large quantities of supplies by plundering the camp of ‘Izz-ud-Dln 3 . 
It now advanced to near Akbarabad (Agra). Muhammad Mu‘izz- 
ud-Dln also left the Capital (Delhi), and came to Agra. He was 
meditating the crossing of Jumna, when Hasan ‘All Khan anticipated 
him by crossing the Jumna near the Serai of RozbihanI four kos from 
Agra. Muhammad Farrukh Siyar also crossed after him, but most 
of his followers through distress and lack of supplies had left him, and 
only a limited number crossed with him. On 13th Dhu’l Hijja 


1 Of. cit., pp. 207-209. 

1 33 


2 Of. cit., pp. 213-219. 
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1123 A.H. 1 (nth January, 1712 A.D.) a battle took place between 
the forces, and Farrukh Siyar was victorious. Muhammad Mti'izz- 
ud-Dln changed his appearance 2 3 , and went off towards Delhi. In 
this battle both the brothers greatly distinguished themselves. Husain 
‘All Khan the younger brother, received many wounds, and fell down 
in the field. After the victory Hasan ‘All Mian, the elder brother, 
rapidly marched towards the Capital, and the F.mperor (Farrukh Siyar) 
also arrived in Delhi after a week. Hasan ‘All Khan was appointed 
to the rank of 7,000 with 7,000 horse, granted the title of Saiyid 
‘Abdullah Khan Qutb-ul-Mulk Bahadur Yar Wafadar Zafar Jang, and 
appointed Prime Minister 1 . 

When the rise of the two brothers exceeded all expectations, 
envious people strove to disrupt them, and by absurd insinuations 
prejudiced the Emperor’s mind. It resulted in both the brothers con¬ 
fining themselves to their houses, and fortifying them they prepared 
for battle. The Emperor’s mother, who showed friendship for both 
the brothers, and had old relations with them, came to Qutb-ul- 
Mulk’s residence, and renewed oaths and promises 4 . Both the brothers 
returned to service, and there was an exchange of friendly grievances. 
For a short time there was peace, but interested people again preju¬ 
diced the Emperor. The company became more and more dis¬ 
agreeable from day to day, and discord, which uproots established 
kingdoms, increased. At last Amlr-ul-Uinara was appointed Governor 
of the Deccan, and Qutb-ul-Mulk giving himself to pleasure and 
enjoyment left the reins of premiership* in the hands of Raja Ratan 


1 The year in the text is wrongly given as 1123 A.H. instead of 1124 
A.H.-—.see Irvine, op. tit., p. 229. The date according to the Christian era 
should be 1 ith January and not 10th as given in the work cited, for it was a 
Wednesday as given in Khafi Khan, li, p. 721, though the year is incorrectly 
given as 1123 A.H. in the latter work. 

2 Op, cit., p. 236. 

3 Op. cit., p. 258. 

4 Op. cit., pp. 295-301. 


5 Op. cit., p. 291. 
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Chand. 1 ‘tiqad Khan Kashmiri 1 became the Emperor’s confidant 
and companion; and the plan for the destruction of theSaiyids became 
generally known. Qutb-ul-Mulk wrote to the Amlr-ul-Umari that 
chings had got out of hand, and that he should return before mischief 
occurred to honour and life. The latter started in great pomp from 
the Deccan, and encamped in the neighbourhood of Delhi. He sent 
a message to the Emperor that unless the management of the fort was 
entrusted to him, he was afraid of making his obeisance. The 
Emperor made over the duties connected with the fort to the agents 
of che Amir-ul-Umara, and the latter after strengthening it paid his 
respects to che Emperor. On 8 th Rabi‘ II (ryth February, 1 7 1 9 
with the object of having a second interview he drew up his forces, 
and entering the city took up his quarters in the house of Shayista 
Khan. Qutb-ul-Mulk and Maharaja Ajit Singh went to the fort, and 
as on the first day set about making arrangements in the fort. They 
took possession of the keys of the fort, and spent that day and night 
there. The citizens did not know what had happened in the fort 
during the night. When it became morning, the news of the murder 
of Qutb-ul-Mulk gained currency, and the Emperor’s troops drawn 
up from all sides proposed to attack che Amir-ul-Um 3 ra. The latter 
sent a message to Qutb-ul-Mulk that there was no time for delay, and 
that it was necessary to put (the Emperor) out of the way. Conse¬ 
quently on 9th Rabi‘ II, 3131. A. H. (j8th February, 1719 A. D.) 
Qutb-ul-Mulk imprisoned the Emperor 2 , and bringing out Rafl‘-ud- 
Darajat, son of Rafi‘-ush-Shan, son of Shah ‘Alam from the prison 
placed him on the throne. The news of his accession quieted the 
tumult chat had broken out in the city. Rafi'-ud-Darajat was suffer¬ 
ing from consumption during the time of his imprisonment. When 
he inherited the Kingdom, he gave up necessary care, and as a result 
died after three months and some days. According to his will his 

1 Maathir-ul-Umara, Text, I, pp. 339-346, Beveridge & Prashad’s tran¬ 
slation, I, pp. 709-714; also see Later Mugbals, 1 , pp. 340-342- 

2 Later Mughals , I, pp. 376-391. 
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elder brother RafI‘-ud-Daula was placed on the throne, and styled 
Shah Jahan II. After some time Neku Siyar entered the Agra fort. 
Amir-ul-Umara marched quickly with the Emperor, and reduced the 
fort 1 . Suddenly there was another disturbance in that Jai Singh 
Siwal sounded the drum of opposition. Qutb-ul-Mulk with Emperor 
Shah Jahan II hastened to Fathpur Slkrl to put down Jai Singh, but 
made peace with him. Shah Jahan II also died of diarrhoea after 
three months and some days 2 . Consequently Raushan Akhtar, son 
of Jahan Shah, son of Shah ‘Alain was brought from the Capital, and 
on 15th Dhul Qa'da 1131 A. H. (i8th September, 1719) was 
placed on the throne with the title of Muhammad Shah J . 

Glory be to God ! Though the Saiyids themselves did not claim 
the Sovereignty, and placed Tlmurid descendants on the throne, yet 
the way they behaved towards Muhammad Farrukh Siyar proved 
their undoing. They were not able to spend a moment in peace or 
have a single breath in tranquility. Rivers of strife flooded from all 
sides, and the signs of the decay of their dynasty developed. News 
was received that in the beginning of Rajab 1 132 A. H. (May, 
1720 A.D.) Nawab Nizam-ul-Muik Viceroy of Malwa had crossed 
the Narbada, and had taken possession of the fort of Aslr and the 
city of Burhanpur 1 4 . The Amlr-ul-Umara sent his Bakbshi Saiyid 
Dilawar Khan with a large force against Nawab Nizam-ul-Mulk, but 
Dilawar Khan was killed in the battle. Saiyid ‘Alam ‘All Khan, the 
Deputy governor of the Deccan, who was an impetuous young man, 
fought with the Nizam and bravely sacrificed his life 5 . The Amlr- 
ul-Umara started with the Emperor for the Deccan, and Qutb-ul- 
Mulk after accompanying (the Emperor) for four kos from Agra 
towards Fathpur took leave, and on 19th Dhul Qa'da (1 ith September, 


1 Op. dt., pp. 404-428. 2 Op. cit., pp. 429-432. 

3 Later Mtfghals, II, p. 1. 1 he date, according to the Christian era, as 

given in this work is one day less than the correct date. 

4 Op. ctt., pp, 23-25. 

5 Op, cit., pp. 28-34. 
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1720 A. D.) left with several Amirs for Delhi 1 2 . He had nor arrived, 
when on 7th Dhul Hijja (29th September, 1720 A. D.) news of the 
assassination 3 4 of the Amlr-ul-Umani greatly weakened his power. 
Qutb-ul-Mulk wrote to his younger brother Saiyid Najm-ud-Dln ‘All 
Khan, who was in-charge of Delhi, co place one of the princes on the 
throne. On 15th Dhul Hijja 1132 A. H. (7th October, 1720 
A. D.) Sultan Ibrahim, son of Rafl-ush-Shan, son of Shah ‘Alam was 
consequently placed 3 on the throne of Delhi. After two days Qutb- 
ul-Mulk also arrived, and took steps to conciliate the old and new 
officers, and arranged for raising an army. All that he had collected 
during the period of his premiership, both cash and valuables—and 
the amount of which is known only to God—he spent on the army and 
his friends. He said, “If 1 live, I will recover it, but if providence 
wills otherwise, why should 1 let it fall into the hands of others.” 
On the 17th of the said month (9th October) he marched from the 
Capital to fight, and on 13th Muharram 1733 A. H. (3rd, Novem¬ 
ber, 1720 A. D.) he reached the village of Hasanpur. On the 14th 
a battle took place 3 . Muhammad Shah’s artillery under the com¬ 
mand of Haidar Qull Khan Mir Atish came into action. The Barah 
Saiyids exposing their breasts to the fire repeatedly attacked, but 
owing to the discordance of fate these proved useless. By nightfall 
Qutb-ul-Mulk’s forces had been dissipated by the continuous fire 
of guns of all types, and in the morning only a limited number 
were left with Qutb-ul-Mulk. When the sun rose from the east, 
Muhammad Shah’s forces started to attack, and a hot engagement 
took place. Many of the Saiyids were killed, and Saiyid Najm-ud- 
Dln ‘All Khan was severely wounded. Qutb-ul-Mulk threw himself 
down from his elephant. He had received an arrow wound on his 

1 Of. cit., p, 52. On p. (>6 the date of his leaving the imperial camp 
for Delhi is given as 12th Dhul Qa‘da. 

2 Op. cit., p. 66, 

3 Of. cit., p. 76, but tlie date of the coronation is incorrectly given as 
i5th October, 1720. 

4 Of. cit., pp. 85-93. 
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forehead, and a sword wound on his arm. Haidar Quit Khan with 
a force attacked him, and capturing him put him on his own 
elephant. Later he brought him before the Emperor, who granted 
him his life, and placed him under the charge of Haidar Quli Khan. 
For a time he languished in the royal prison, but at last he was poison¬ 
ed. At first his servant gave him the bezoar stone, and by profuse 
vomiting he got rid of the poison. Next day the Emperor’s eunuch 
brought a pill of deadly poison. Qutb-ul-Mulk made fresh ablution, 
and sat facing the Qibla , and said “O God ! you know chat 1 am 
not taking this unlawful remedv of'my own accord.” As soon as 
he swallowed the pill, his condition changed, and he resigned his 
soul to his Maker. This happened on the last day of Dhul Hijja', 
1135 A.H. (19th September, 1723 A.D.). His tomb 2 in Delhi 
is a shrine for visitors. He was responsible for the canal of Patpur- 
ganj in Delhi—which for lack of water was like the Karbala—in 
1127 A.H. (1715 A.D.) Qutb-ul-Mulk had a canal cut from the 
main canal of Shah Jahan, and provided abundant water in that 
quarter. The deceased Mir ‘Abdul Jalil of Bilgram wrote: — 

Quatrain 

Through the goodness and generosity of Qutb-ul-Mulk 

‘Abdullah Kh an 

That great Vazir provided a canal of pure water, 

For this ‘Abdul Jalil Wasti said the date: 

The canal of Qutb-ul-Mulk, the extension of bounty and 

kindness 

( Nabr Qutb-ul-Mulk mad babr absdn u karam : 1127 A.H.; 
1715 A.D.). The same learned man also wrote a poem ( matbnawt) 
in his praise: — 

1 Op. cit., pp. ij 5. 96. The date of his death is given there as “1st 
Muharram 1135 A. H. (October 11,1722)’’, but if this Hijri date is correct, it 
should be 12th October, 1722). 
a Op. cit., p. 96. 
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Verse 

He is an Aristotle, and for wisdom like Asnf, 

‘Abdullah Khan is the Fortune of the State (Yamin-ud-Daula). 

When lie sits in the Council, he is like a new spring. 

When he goes to the battlefield he is Dhulfiqar'. 

(‘UMDAT-UL-MULK) AMIR KHAN MIR ISHAQ 
(Vol. II, pp. 835-841). 

He was the son of Amir Khan Mir Mirim®. At first he had the 
title of ‘Aziz Ullah Khan. He performed valuable services with 
Muhammad Farrukh Siyar in the battle 1 2 3 against Jahandar Shah. 
After the victory, he was appointed Qdrbegi 4 5 (head of the Artillery) 
and Superintendent of the Tdsha-kbdna (Royal stores). In the second 
year of Emperor Muhammad Shah’s reign when Husain ‘Ali Khan 
started with the Emperor for the Deccan, he 4 with Qutb-ul-Mulk 
started for Shahjahanabad (Delhi). Later when Qutb-ul-Mulk taking 
Sultan Ibrahim with him started to fight with the royal forces, the 
said Khan was in the vanguard. After Qutb-ul-Mulk’s arrest he 
took shelter in a garden. During this time as he heard that Sultan 
Ibrahim in a wretched state was wandering about in that area, he 

1 Op. cit., p. (oo. 

2 Maathir-ul-V mara, Text, I, pp. 277-287, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
246-253. 

3 Battle near Agra, 13th Dhul Hijjah 1124 A.H., 1 ith January, 1713 
A.D. The date of the battle is given as 10th January in Cambridge History 
of India, IV, p. 328, but the Hijri date Wednesday, 13th Dhul Hijjah 1124, 
as given in Khali Khan, II, p. 721, and Later Mugbals, I, p. 229, would be nth 
and not 10th January both according to Wustenfeld-Mahlcr (Leipzig, 1926) 
and Sir Wolscley Haig’s Comparative Tables of Muhammadan and Christian 
Dates (London, 1932), and this is correct in view of Wednesday being the nth 
of January. 

4 Irvine, Later Mugbals, I, p. 260, 

5 Later Mughals, II, p. S~- 
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brought him to the garden, and sent information about him to 
Emperor 1 . He took the said Sultan with him, and became the 
recipient of exceptional favours. In the said reign he for a time 
held the post of the 3rd Bakhshl. As the Emperor was naturally 
disposed to neglecting business, and leading a life of pleasure, Amir 
Khan’s pleasant conversation being so much to his taste, became the 
passport for his advancement, and he was always present in the 
royal assemblies 2 3 4 5 . In time he was appointed to a select office, and 
receiving the title of ‘Uindat-uLMulk became the point of envy for 
his peers. As the Emperor paid no attention whatsoever to State 
affairs, other officials attributing it to Amir Khan’s intrigues, tried by 
representing strongly to the Emperor to remove him from the Court. 
Consequently he was appointed Governor of Allahabad. In the year 
1152 A.H. (1739-40 A.D.) he left for that province. In 1156 
A.H. (1743-44 A.D.) he in obedience to summons returned to 
the Court, and received further royal favours. In accordance with 
his request Safdar Jang, Governor of Oudh—with whom he was on 
terms of great intimacy—was summoned to the Presence, and 
appointed Superintendent of the Artillery’ 1 . The two together took 
Emperor Muhammad Shah on a campaign 1 against ‘All Muhammad 
Khan Rohilla—whose account has been separately given. 
As a result of the opposition of I‘timad-ud-Daula Qamar-ud-Din Khan, 
however, the affair was unsuccessful. In those days it was the general 
belief that he would be appointed Vazh. On 23rd Dhul Hijjah 
1159 A.H. (26th December, 1746 A.D.) he was, in obedience to 
summons, going to the Darbar, when on reaching the door of the 


1 For a more detailed account based on other contemporary sources see 
Later Mughals, II, pp. 93, 94. 

2 Op. cit., p. 293. 

3 Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, I, pp. 33-36. 

4 Of. cit., pp. 57-62. 

5 Maathir-ul-Umar 3 , Text, II, pp. 841-843, Beveridge’s translation, I, pp. 
194-196. 
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Diwdn-i-Khds , one of the newly appointed attendants killed 1 him 
with a dagger. He was well known for his powers of repartee and 
jests. Since becoming a favourite of the Emperor he did not care 
for anyone. He was very artful. He also composed poems, and 
his nom-de-plume was Anjam. The following verse is by him : — 

Verse 

I did not gain anything from the assembly of tranquils, 

Except for a brick no other pillow brings me rest during sleep. 


(SIRAJ-UD-DAULAH) ANWAR-UD-DIN KHAN BAHADUR 

ZAFAR JANG 
(Vol. II, pp. 527-530). 

He was the son of Anwar-ud-Dln Khan Bahadur Shahamat Jang. 
The latter’s father Haji Anwar as pesh namaz (leader at the time of 
prayers) was personally known to Emperor Aurangzlb. The home 
of his ancestors was in Gopamau in Oudh, and the real name of 
Shahamat Jang was Shaikh Khan Jahan. It is stated that when he 
presented himself for appointment before Emperor Aurangzlb, the 
Emperor changed his name to Jan Jahan, and giving him the rank of 
400 appointed him Amin (commissioner) for the jiziya (poll-tax) in 
the Sarkar of Gulbarga, and afterwards in the Sarkar of Sangamnir. 
At that time Khwaja Muhammad Amanat Khan was FaujdUr of 
Sangamnir, and the two became fast friends. Later when Amanat 
Khan was appointed Mutsaddi (Superintendent) of the port of Surat, 
the Khan was sent as the Commissioner of jiziya for that port, and 
also appointed the Mint Master. In the time of Emperor Bahadur 
Shah he received an increase in rank and the title of Anwar-ud-Dln 
Khan. When Amanat Khan went to Malwa, and fought a battle 

1 See Sir Jadunath Sarkar, Fall of the Mughal Empire, 1 , pp. 38, 39. 
The date of his death in the work according to the Old Style as 25th Decem¬ 
ber, 174b, is one day less than the date given above. 
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with Raja Musallam Khan, Anwar-ud-Dln distinguished himself by 
his good service, as a result of which Amanat Khan appointed him 
his Mukbtar (manager). When Amanat Khan was appointed 
Governor of the province of Haidarabad, he was made lus Divan for 
the province. When after the death of I‘timad-ud-Daula Muhammad 
Amin Khan Bahadur Asaf Jah went to the Capital, he accompanied 
him, and, after reaching the Presence, was through Asaf Jah’s help 
appointed Faujdar of Korah Jahanabad in the province of Allahabad. 
Afterwards he was removed from there. He went to Asaf Jah, who 
after reaching the Deccan had been victorious in a battle with 
Mubanz Khan. At first he was Deputy-governor of Haidarabad, 
and later Faujdar of Sikakol (Chicacole) and finally for the second 
time Deputy-governor of Farkhanda-buniyad (Haidarabad). He brave¬ 
ly fought with Maratha armies, who had invaded the territory, 
and managed to drive them back. After some years he was appoin¬ 
ted Faujdar of Karnatik (Carnatic) in the province of Haidarabad, 
and managed to straighten its affairs by punishing the seditious 
Zaminddrs of the territory. During the time of Nasir Jang, the title 
of Shahamat Jang was added to his honours. Later Muzaffar Jang 
suddenly appeared in his territory, and out of loyalty Anwar-ud-Din 
came forward to oppose him. In the year 1162 A.H. (1749 A.D.) 
he bravely 1 2 laid down his life in a battle. He was a brave, good, 
and liberal man, and was a master of Sufistic doctrines. He had 
great faith in faqirs. His eldest son, who was in his native country, 
and was called Sadr-ul-Islam Khan, never came to the Deccan. The 
second son Muhammad Mahfuz Khan Bahadur who in the time of 
Salabat Jang had the title of Shahamat Jang, was for a time Faujdar of 
Kohtr* in the Haidarabad province. He was also for a time in Arkat 
(Arcot). His brother Siraj-ud-Daulah used to give him a lac of rupees 
every year. On the occasion of going to Mecca he visited Haidar 

1 Elliott’s History, VIII, p. 391. 

2 See Khafi £han, II, pp. 313,315. The place is west-north-west of 
Haidarabad and south of Bidar. 
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‘All, the ruler o£ Seringapatam. He took an army from him, and 
attacked the fort of Trichnopoly, which belonged to Siraj-ud-Daulah, 
but was taken a prisoner in the battle. ' For a long time he was kept 
under restraint in that fort. He died two or three years before this 
account was written. He was a learned man. The third was Siraj- 
ud-Daulah who has been mentioned above. His real name was 
Muhammad ‘All. After the death of his father he received the title 
of Khan in Nasir Jang’s time, and made several efforts to secure 
employment. After the martyrdom of Nasir Jang he made friends 
with the hat-wearers of Chinapatan (Madras)—who are English—and 
after some time when they deafeated the hat-wearers of the port of 
Phulcherry (Pondicherry)—who are French—he rose high. By his 
astuteness (sair fikri) he gained access' to the English King—who is 
in Europe—by means of letters ( iblaghnama ), messages and gifts, and 
became very intimate with the officials of Madras port. By showing 
them great consideration, and exciting their hopes he took possession 
of the whole of Karnatik; and by this means acquired much wealth. 
At the recommendation of the hat-wearers he received from the reign¬ 
ing sovereign (of Delhi) the title of Amlr-ul-Hind Wala Jah. He 1 2 
is very kind to the poor. Hts eldest son, who has the title of 
‘Umdat-ul-Umara, is a pleasant man with good understanding, 
although he is not on good terms with his father. He greatly appre¬ 
ciates men of merit. His verses m Urdu arc well known. The 
following verse is his: 


Verse 

So long as times separate me or not from you, 

Others’ actions matter not, but may not Almighty do so. 
Other sons of his have risen to suitable ranks and titles. One of hi: 

1 A letter of his to Emperor George III is preserved in the British Mu¬ 
seum, London, see Rieu, I, p. 4 ° 3 a- 

2 He is Muhammad ‘Ali whom Burke immortalised in his speech on the 
“Nabob of Arcot's debts”. 
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brothers is ‘Abdul Wahab, who at the time of writing is the Ta'luqdar 
o£ Nellore and Sarvapalli in the Karnatic. The second was Najlb 
Ullah Khan who is dead. 

(MIRZA RAJA) BAHADUR SINGH 1 2 
(Vol. Ill, pp. 360, 361). 

He was the son of Raja Man Singh. During Emperor Akbar’s 
reign he attained the rank of 1,000, and in the ist year after the 
accession of Emperor Jahangir his rank was increased 3 to 1,500. 
In the 3rd year he was promoted to the rank of 2,000 foot with 
2,000 horse*. After the news of the death of Raja Man Singh was 
received by the Emperor, and in spite of the Rajput custom, accord- 
ding to which Maha Singh son of Jagat Singh—who was the eldest 
son of Raja Man Singh—should have succeeded him, the Emperor, 
out of his regard for Bahadur Singh, summoned him to the Presence, 
granted him the title of Mlrza Raja, appointed him to the rank of 
4,000 foot with 3,000 horse, and assigned to him the chiefship of 

that tribe 4 . In the 10th year he returned to his country 5 * . In the 

nth year he was granted a Turra (crest or plume) for his turban*. 
In the 12th year his rank was increased by 1,000 foot 7 , and he was 
appointed to the Deccan campaign". In the 16th year of Emperor 
Jahangir’s reign, corresponding to the year 1030 A.H. (1620-21 
A.D.) he died*. Although his elder brother Jagat Singh and Maha 

1 According to Tuzuk-i-fahangirt his name was Bhao Singh, and this 
name is also adopted in Blochmann’s translation of A'rn, I (2nd cdn.), pp. 363, 
543. On the second page the author refers to the omission of his name in 
Akbarnima and also in Brooke’s Political History of the State of Jeypore. 

2 Rogers & Beveridge's translation of Tuzuh-i-JahBngiri, I, p. 24. 

3 Op, cit., p. 140, hut the rank after promotion is given there as 2,000 
with 1,000 horse. 

4 Op. cit., p. 266. 3 Op. cit., p. 268. 

6 Op. cit., p. 329. 7 Op. cit., p. 372. 

8 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tiizuk, II, p. 108. This was in the 

14th year. 9 Op. cit., pp. 218, 219. 
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Singh, his brother’s son, had both lost their lives through over- 
indulgence in drinking, he did not profit from their example, and 
sacrificed his sweet life for the bitter beverage. He was a handsome 
and dignified young man, and was very good natured. 


(SHAH) FAKHR-UD-DTN 
(Vol. II, pp. 556, 557). 

He was a Musavi of Mashhad, and his father’s name was Mir 
Qasim. In the year 961 A.H. (1553-54 A.D.) he came to India 
in attendance on the stirrups of Emperor Humayun, and as a result 
of his excellent service became a favourite of the Emperor. When 
Emperor Akbar ascended the throne, he was raised to the dignity of 
an officer. In the 9th year he rendered good service 1 2 with the army 
that was sent to pursue ‘Abdullah Khan Ozbeg. In the 16th year 
he was deputed with the force, which was sent as a vanguard under 
the command of Khan Kalan towards Gujarat. When the Emperor 
reached Patan, Gujarat, he sent* Shah Fakhr-ud-Dln with royal 
farmans to 1 ‘timad fGian and Mir Abu Turab, who had constantly 
been sending representations urging for a campaign in Gujarat. He 
met Mir Abu Turab on the way, and with him went to 1 ‘timad Khan 
in Gujarat, and setting his mind at rest by comforting promises 
brought him to the Emperor. Later he was seconded to the province 
of Gujarat as an auxiliary 3 of Khan A'zam Koka. Later, on some 
occasion he came to the Court, and was sent with the officers who 
went in advance of the rapid march to Gujarat. Afterwards he was 
exalted by appointment as Governor of Ujjain, and honoured by grant 
of the title of Naqabat Khan. In the 24th year he was appointed 


1 Akbarniima, Text, II, p. 225, Beveridge’s translation, II, p. 346. 

2 Akbarnama, Text, III, pp. 5, 6, Beveridge’s translation. III, pp. 8, 9. 

3 Op. cit., Text, p. 11, translation, p. 16. 
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Governor’ of Paean, Gujarat, in succession to Tarsun Muhammad 
Mian. He had the rank of an Amir of 2,ooo 1 2 . 

GHAZI-UD-DIN KHAN 3 BAHADUR GHALIB JANG 
(Vol. II, pp. 879-882). 

Generally known as Kosa or Goat-beard, his name was Ahmad 
Beg, and he was the foster-brother of Sultan Mu‘izz-ud-Dln 4 . His 
ancestors’ home was in Turan. At first he was in the service of 
Sultan Mu‘izz-ud-Dln. When the financial and administrative 
affairs of the State were assigned to ‘All Murad—who was also a 
foster-brother of the Sultan, and during his reign received the title of 
Khan Jahan Bahadur—Ahmad B 5 g becoming disgusted with the service 
resigned. He took up service under Sultan ‘Azim-ush-Shan, and 
being appointed to an office he was sent to Bengal with Sultan Muha¬ 
mmad Farrukh Siyar, who was in-charge there as his father’s deputy. 
When after Emperor Bahadur Shah’s death Sultan ‘Azim-ush-Shan 
was also killed, and Muhammad Farrukh Siyar determined to gain 
sovereignty, Ahmad Beg was appointed to suitable rank, granted the 
title of Gh azI-ud-Din Khan, and deputed to collect an army and con¬ 
ciliate the people 5 6 . Meanwhile Farrukh Siyar’s lucky move 8 , which 
resulted in Saiyids ‘Abdullah Khan and Husain ‘All Khan taking his 
side, materialised. To conciliate his new partisans, he dismissed 
Ahmad Beg from his rank, deprived him of his tide, and forbade him 
from attendance at the Court. Later, when he was victorious over 

1 Of. cit„ Text, pp. 263, 264, translation, p. 382. His title in the text 
is Naqabat Khan, as in Tabaqat-i-Akbari but in AkbarnSma it is Naqib Khan 
and this has been followed. 

2 See Blochmann’s translation of A'in, I (2nd edn.) p. 445* He pro¬ 
bably died in 986 A.H. (1578-79 A.D.) vide Tabaqat-i-Akbari De’s Text, II, 
p. 436, translation, II, p. 663, 

3 fior his account also see Irvine, Later Mugbals, I, pp. 266, 267. 

4 Emperor Jahandar Shah. 

5 Later Mugbals, I, p. 201. 

6 For a detailed account see Later Mugbals, I, pp, 205-209. 
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his uncle Jahandar Shah, and his supporters received favours in the 
way of ranks and titles, Ahmad BEg also was exalted by promotion to 
the rank of 6,ooo foot with 5,000 horse, the title of Ghazi-ud-Din 
Khan Bahadur Ghalib Jang, and appointed 3rd Bakhsht x . Later 
when a storm of dissension broke out between the Emperor and the 
Barah Saiyids, he became well known as a supporter of the Emperor 1 2 . 
After the arrest of the said Emperor, Qutb-ul-Mulk appreciating his 
merits made him his ally, and after Husain ‘All Khan started with Em¬ 
peror Muhammad Shah for the Deccan from Akbarabad (Agra), Qutb- 
ul-Mulk, who returned to the Capital, took Ghazi-ud-Din Bahadur 
Ghalib Jang with him. Later, when che affairs took a different turn, 
and the blue heavens took on a fresh colour, and Qutb-ul-Mulk 
received the news of the murder of Husain ‘All Khan, he, consider- 
ring Gh alib Jang’s conciliation as his best plan, went to his house and 
exchanged turbans with him 3 . He presented him to Sultan Ibralum, 
son of Sultan Rafi‘-ush-Shan—whom he had placed on the throne—and 
had him appointed Mir Bakhsht with the title of Amlr-ul-Umara. He 
was in the van on the day of the battle 4 . After Qutb-ul-Mulk’s 
arrest he returned to the Capital. Emperor Muhammad Shah on 
reaching Delhi sent Amlr-ul-Umara Khan Dauran to his house, forgave 
his transgressions, and summoned him to the Court. He was reins¬ 
tated in his rank and regranted his old title; he also received various 
favours. After a few years he died. He looked like a military man, 
and was very touchy in respect of his position. He looked like an 
Indian born, and treated the leaders of the times on an equal footing. 

It is stated that when Emperor Muhammad Shah was issuing 
orders to Amir-ul-Umara Khan Dauran for the retention of his rank 
and title, the latter represented, that previously he had the title of 

1 According to Irvine he was given command of the Artillery in addition 
to the charge of jilau (retinue), op. vit., p. 260. 

2 Op. cit., pp. 585, 386. 

3 loiter Mnghals, II, p. 78. 

4 Op. cit., p. 89. 
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Ghalib Jang, and now Sh 5 r Afgan Khan had been granted the title of 
‘Izzat-ud-Daula Bahadur Ghalib Jang, and requested for the Emperor’s 
orders for distinguishing between the two. The Emperor said that 
he might be styled Safdar Jang. Ghaz!-ud-D!n Khan who just that 
day made his obeisance, represented that the slave was in attendance, 
and ‘Izzat-ud-Daula was in the Court, orders might be issued for a 
combat by swords between the two. Whoever is victorious would be 
Ghalib Jang. The Emperor smiled and granted him the title of 
Ghalib Jang, and ‘Izzat-ud-Daula was styled Safdar Jang. 

( 1 ‘TIMAD-UD-DAULAH MIRZA) GHIYATH BEG 
TEHRAN! 

(Vol. I, pp. 127-134). 

He 1 was the son of Khwaja Muhammad Sharif, whose nom-de- 
flume was Hijrl, and who at first was the Chief Minister of Tatar 4 
Sultan, son of Muhammad Khan 3 Sharaf-ud-Din Oghli Taklu, 
the Beglar Begt of Khurasan. On becoming convinced of his ability 
and straightforwardness, he made over to him the charge of the chief 
minister of his office and all its affairs. On his death his son 
Qazaq Khan made the Khwaja his manager. When Qazaq Khan 
died, Shah Tahmasp Safavl became favourably inclined towards the 
Khwaja, and appointed him minister of Yezd for seven years. As he 
performed the duties of this office creditably, he was appointed minis¬ 
ter of Ispahan. He died in 984 A. H. (1576 A. D.); the chrono¬ 
gram being “Yake kam ze maladh Vuzra 4 ” (one less from the asylum 

x A detailed notice of Qhiyath Beg with valuable notes was published by 
Blochmann, A'tn, 1 (2nd edn.), pp. 571-576. 

2 He is apparently the Beglar Begi of Khurasan who in accordance with 
the instructions of Shah Tahmasp, sent his nobles and couriers to welcome 
Humayun after he reached Farah, see Akbarnama, Text, p. 213, Beveridge’s 
translation, I, p. 432. 

3 flkbarnSma, Text, I, p. 206, translation, p. 418. 

4 Maladh Vuzra yields 985, and by deducting one the proper date 984 
is obtained. 
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of ministers; 984). His brothers were Khwaja Mirza Ahmad and 

Khwajgl Khwaja. The first was the father of Mirza Amin the author 
of Haft Iqtim 1 . He was the headman ( kalantar ) of Ray (Rhagas), 
and was in-charge of the Khdlsa (Exchequer) lands. He had a poetical 
vein. The Shah in his graciousness said: 

Verse 

Our Tehran! Mirza Ahmad 

Is our third after Khusrau and Khaqanl. 

The second (Khwajgl Khwaja) was a master of eloquence. His 
son, Khwaja Shapur was well known as a poet. The Khwaja 
(Muhammad Sharif) had two sons, Aqa Muhammad Tahir, whose 
nom-de-flume was Wasl!, and Mirza Ghiyath-ud-Din Muhammad 
alias Ghiyatji Bffg. He was married to the daughter 1 of Mirza ‘Ala - 
ud-Daulah Aqa Mulla. After his father’s death Ghiyath Beg as a 
result of unfortunate circumstances started for India as a fugitive 
with two sons, and a daughter 3 . On the journey his goods were 
plundered, and his condition at last became such that he had only 
two mules, which they had to ride by turns. When he reached 
Qandahar, another daughter Mihr-un-Nisa (the Sun of women) was 
born. Malik Mas'iid a trader, and the head of the caravan—who 
was known to Emperor Akbar—becoming acquainted with his condi¬ 
tion behaved towards him with kindness. When he arrived at 

1 See A, Muqtadir’s Preface to the Asiatic Society’s edition of Haft 
Iql'im, fasc. 1, p. iii, where a short history of the family of the author inclu¬ 
ding Mirza Qhiyath Beg is given. The account of the work will be found on 
pp. iv, v. 

2 Her name was ‘Asmat Begam, vide Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, 
p. 320, and her accomplishments and good qualities arc detailed in 7 uzuk-i- 
Jabangiri, Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, II. p. 216. She died in the 17th 
year of the reign in 1621. 

3 f£haft I£han, I, p. 263, has two daughters and a son. The above 
account appears to be based on Muhammad Hadi s preface to the Tuzttk t see 
Sir Saiyid Ahmad’s edition, p, 21 . 

J 35 
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Fathpur, he introduced Ghiyath B£g to the Emperor and succeeded 
in getting him appointed to an office under the Crown 1 . Ghiyath 
Beg by his good fortune and honesty reached the rank of 300, and 
in the 40th year was appointed Divan of Kabul. Later he attained 
the rank of 1,000, and was promoted to the office of Dtvan-i- 
Buyutat 2 . 

When Jahangir became the Emperor, he in the beginning of the 
reign gave Mirza Ghiyath Beg the title of I‘timad-ud-Daulah, and 
made him jointly responsible for the Dtvant with Mirza Jan Beg 
VazIr-ul-Mulk 3 4 . In the year 1016 A.H. (1607 A.D.) his son 
Muhammad Sharif foolishly joined others in a plot to deliver Sultan 
Khusrau from the prison. The plot was soon discovered, and the 
secrets of the conspiracy fully unravelled. Emperor Jahangir capitally 
punished him and other conspirators' 1 . The Mirza was confined in 
the house of Diyanat Khan 5 , but was released on payment of a fine 
of two lacs of rupees. His daughter Mihr-un-Nisa, the wife of Sher 
Afgan Khan, after her husband had been killed, was brought to the 
court according to the Emperor’s orders. In consequence of his 
having fallen in love with her when he had seen her earlier, a project 
of marriage was mooted, as has been related in the account 6 of Shfr 
Afgan Khan. She refused the overtures because of her husband’s 
murder, while the Emperor blamed her for the assassination of his 
foster-brother Qutb-ud-Dln Khan 7 by her husband, and made her 

1 I£h afi Khan, I, pp. 263-265. 

2 This is mentioned in Tuzuk-i-Jahangtri, Rogers & Beveridge’s transla¬ 
tion, I, p. 22, where his name has been corrected to Ghiyath Beg instead of 
'Inayat Beg as in the text, ghiyath Beg is not mentioned in Akbarnama. 

3 Price’s translation of the Memoirs , p. 28. 

4 See Roger’s & Beveridge’s translation, l, pp. 122, 123, but the impri¬ 
sonment and imposition of fine on Qhiyath Beg are not mentioned. 

5 Probably Diyanat l£han Qasim Beg, Maathir-ul-U mara, Text, II, pp. 
8, 9, Beveridge's translation, I, pp. 483. 484. 

6 Maathir-ul-U mara, Text, II, pp. 622-625, translation antea pp. 837-839. 

7 Maathir-ul-UmarS, Text, III, pp, 66-68, translation antea pp. 555-557, 
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over co his step-mother Salima Bcgam'. She passed some time in 
obscurity. At the New Year’s feast of the 6th year, 1020 A.H. 
(March, 1611 A.D.) the old feelings were revived as a result of the 
Emperor seeing her again, and the unfulfilled desire of old times 
developed more vigorously. He married her with all pomp. At 
first she was called Nur Mahal, and later Nur Jahan Begam 1 2 . As a 
result of this close connection l‘timad-ud-Dau!ah was appointed Prime 
Minister, and given the rank of 6,000 with 3,000 horse, and 
elevated with the grant of a flag and a drum. In the 10th year, he 
was, as a special favour, permitted to sound his drums in the Presence, 
and so was raised above all the Amirs . In the 16th year 1031 A.H. 
(1622 A.D.) when the Emperor was proceeding to Kashmir for the 
second time, he halted in the district of Sibah 3 , and went by him¬ 
self 4 to visit the fort of Kangra. Next day I‘timad-ud-Daulah fell 
ill, and his condition became critical. Nur Jahan BCgam became 
anxious about him, and consequently the Emperor returned with her 
to the residence of I‘timad-ud-Daulah # The latter was in the agonies 
of death, sometimes he lost his senses, and for a while recovered them. 
The Bffgam pointing towards the Emperor enquired of her father 
“Do you recognize him.” He even 3t this time recited a verse of 
Anwari: 


1 Ruqayya Sultan Bcgam in Iqbalnama , p. 56 appears to be more 
correct. 

2 Muhammad Hadi’s preface to the Tuzttk, Sir Saiyid Ahmad’s edition, 
p. 22, lqbalnama-i-J abangtri, pp. 55, $6, and Beni Prasad, History of Jahangir, 
pp. 176-182, for a detailed discussion of the contemporary sources. The 
marriage took place about the end of May, 1611, see Beveridge's note in 
Rogers & Beveridge, op. cit., I, p. 192. 

3 Rogers & Beveridge’s translation of Tuziik-i-Jah3ngiri, pp. 221, 222. 
Sibah is in the Sarkar Beth Jalandhar Duab, see Jarrett’s translation of A'in, 

II, p. 317. 

4 The word is in the text, but according, to Tuzuk, he went 

with his special servants and attendants, see Rogers & Beveridge, op. 
cit., p. 222. 
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V erse 

Should one born blind be here, 

He would recognise His Majesty in the world-adorning 1 2 brow. 

After two or three hours he died. Forty one persons 3 * —his 
children and connections—received mourning dresses from the 
Emperor. 

I‘timad-ud-Daulah did not compose poetry, but he was a diligent 
student of the early poets. He was greatly skilled in elegant 
composition, and wrote in a bold and clear Shikasta hand. 
He was excellent company, and Emperor Jahangir used to say 
that his society was better than thousands of carminatives. He 
also understood business, and was a good writer. He was a pleasant 
and even-tempered man, and did not cherish hatred even against his 
enemies. He was devoid of anger ; chains, imprisonment, whippings 
and abuses were not known in his establishment. If anyone deserving 
capital punishment appeared before him as a supplicant, or paid his 
respects to him for a week, he was pardoned. With all this, 
however, he was not self-indulgent. All his days were spent in 
looking into details and writing reports. While he was the Divan, 
the accounts department—which had been in arrears for a long time 
—was brought into order. 5 

Nur Jahan B^gam in addition to her physical charms was 


1 See Rogers & Beveridge, op. cit., p. 222. According to the same 
source he died of a broken heart three months and twenty days after his 
wife. For an account of his tomb sec Keene's Guide to Agra, and A.C.L, 
Carlleyle, Arch. Surv. Report for 1871-72, Vo!. IV, p. i 4 i (1874), and Beni 
Prasad, op. cit., pp. 321, 322. 

2 Tuzuk has 41 children and dependants and 12 of his servants, vide 
Rogers & Beveridge, op. cit., p. 223. 

3 See Rogers & Beveridge, op. cit., p. 222, Beni Prasad, op. cit., p. 173 

and Iqbalnama-i-Jabangiri, p. 55 - Also see Beni Prasad’s interesting paper on 
Nur Jahan etc. in Proc. Indian Historical Records Commission, IV, pp, 19-25 

(Calcutta, 1922). 
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possessed of many mental excellencies. She was the unique of the 
age for her quick understanding, good sense, penetration and tact. 
The Emperor used to say that until she came to his house, he had 
not understood domestic pleasures or the spirituality of marriage. 
She invented or designed several ornamentations for dress and 
jewellery which are still prevalent in India. For instance dUdamt 
(flowered muslin) for dress, panchtolia for veils, badla (silver thread) 
and kitidra (silver-thread lace), 'attar (perfumes), rose perfume known 
as the * At^ar-i-Ja ban girl , and silvery carpet (farash ebandani ) were 
all her 1 2 innovations. She exercised such influence over Emperor 
Jahangir that except for the name of Emperor he exercised no powers. 
He frequently remarked that he had presented the kingdom to Nur 
Jahan, and required nothing more than a set of wine and half a set 
of meat for himself. In fact, except 3 for the Khutba not having 
been read in her name, she exercised all the prerogatives of royalty, 
so much so that she sat in the jbaroka (the latticed window), and 
received the respects of the officers. Coins were struck in her name. 

Verse 

By order of Shah Jahangir gold was adorned 
A hundredfold by the name of Nur Jahan the Queen BEgam. 
The Tughra 3 (royal grant) decrees also bore the following: “The 
order of the exalted lady of the sublime couch Nur Jahan Padshah 
BEgam”. The estates assigned to her corresponded to the rank of 
30,000. It is stated that the fiefs of her relations ( silsila ) amounted 
to half the estates of the kingdom. All relatives and connections 
of the family, even to slaves and eunuchs received the ranks of Khans 
and Tarkhans. An old female servant 4 named Dal Dilaram, who 

1 Sec Blochmann, op. cit ., p. 574 > l^hafi Khan, I, p. 274 and Beni Prasad, 
op. cit., p. 183. Apparently her mother also had a share in introducing these 
novelties. 

2 Iqbalnima-i-jabangm, p. 56. 3 See Wilson’s Glossary, p. 526. 

4 Text has hira kaniz, but fir kaniz of Iqbalnama, p. 56 seems more 

correct. Her seal appeared on grants to women. 
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had been the BSgam’s nurse, became the Mistress o£ the women 
( Sadr-i-Anath ) in place of Hajl Koka 1 2 . 

Verse 

Your kith and kin are glorified because of you, and flourish ; 

Because of the beauty of one, the whole family is glorified. 

The B^gam was also generous in rewards and charity. Ic is 
stated that on the days when she went to the baths, her fixed expen¬ 
diture was Rs. 3,000. She had collected in the palace numerous 
female servants aged from twelve to forty, and she married them to 
Abadis (gentlemen troopers) and chelas (pages). But though women 
are possessed of many charming qualities, yet in essence of their 
natures they are beings who have been created with a defective 
understanding. With all her good qualities she became at last the 
leaven 3 of confusion, and trouble for India. Having given in 
marriage her daughter "by Sher Afgan Khan to Prince Shariyar the 
younger son of Emperor Jahangir, she designed to raise him to power. 
And she so alienated Emperor Jahangir's mind against the legitimate 
heir to the State, who was the Prince of high Destiny, Shah Jahan, 
that it resulted in raising armies, murder and destruction, and a great 
deal of the country was ravished by the flood of devastation. As, 
however, Fate had decreed that the throne of Caliphate be adorned 
by Sahib Qiran Than! (Shah Jahan), her useless efforts were not 
crowned with success. After Shah Jahan’s accession he granted her 
an allowance of two lacs of rupees a year. It is stated that after the 
death of Emperor Jahangir she wore nothing but white ( saftd i. e., 
plain, uncoloured clothes), and never voluntarily joined any joyful 
assemblies. In the 19th year of the reign, 1055 A.H. (1645 A.D.) 

1 Hajl Koka is also mentioned in Akbarnama, Text, III, p. 656, Beve¬ 
ridge’s translation. III, p. 1006, note 1. Also see Ttizuk, text, p. 22 and 
Rogers & Beveridge’s translation, I, p. 46. 

2 This paragraph is taken from Iqbalnama, p. 56, and Muhammad 

Hadi's preface p. 21, with minor changes. 
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she died at LahSre aged 7 2 1 years, and was buried in the tomb 
which she had erected herself near the mausoleum of Emperor 
Jahangir. The Begam was also poetically inclined, and her nom-de- 
plnmc was Makhfl 3 (concealed). The following verses are by her: — 

Verses. 

I give not my heart to form ( stirat ) if the disposition ( strut ) 

be unknown, 

I am a slave of (divine) love, and know 72 creeds. 

O ascetic ! cast not the terrors of the Judgment-day into 

our heart, 

We have lived through the terrors of separation and so can 

visualize the day of judgment. 

(SA 1 YID) ‘IZZAT KHAN ‘ABDUR RAZZAQ CILANI 
(Vol. II, p. 475). 

'At first he was in the service of Muhammad Dara Shikoh. In 
the 30th year of Emperor Shah Jahan’s reign he was, at the request 
of the said Prince, granted the title of ‘Izzat Khan 3 , and appointed 
Governor of the province of Multan. In the 31st year 4 he was given 
charge of the capital city of Lahore in succession to Bahadur Khan. 
When Dara Shikoh after his defeat by Emperor Aurangzlb near 
Akbarabad (Agra) fled to Lahore, and being unable to maintain him¬ 
self there went off to Multan, ‘Izzat Khun also accompanied him. 
When the said Prince losing courage started for Bhakkar, ‘Izzat Khan 
separated from him, and on the arrival of Aurangib’s forces took up 
service under him. He was exalted by appointment to the rank of 

t Nur J a han died on 29th Shawwal, 1055 A.H. (18th December, 1645 
A.D.), see Badshahmma, II, p. 475. 

2 This was also the nom-de-plttme of other Mughal royal ladies, such as 
Salima Sultan Begam and Zeb-un-Nisa Begam, who composed poems, 

3 'Amd Salih, III, pp. 231, 232. 

4 Of. cit., pp. 266, 267. 
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3,000* with 500 horse. He was in attendance on the royal stirrups 
in the battle with Muhammad Shuja‘. In the ^th year he was 
honoured by appointment at Faujdar of Bhakkar in succession to 
Sanjar Khan. In the 10th year he was appointed Governor 4 of 
Tatta (Sindh) on the death of Ghadanfar Khan, and his rank was 
advanced to 3,500 foot with 2,000 horse. It has not been possible 
to trace his later history. 


1 In ‘ Alamgtrnama, p. 3 oz > his new rank is given as 3,000 with 700 horse. 

3 On p. 341 of ‘Alamgtrnama it is noted that he was appointed Faujdar 
of Baharaich, and on p. 593 Sa'id Khan was appointed his successor there. His 
appointment as Governor of Tatta in succession to ghadanfar Khan is recorded 
on p. 1048. 
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29. 



ul-Umara ] Text Index 1083 

30. Asalat Khan Mir ‘Abdu-l-Hadi, Text I, No. 33, pp. 167- 

172; Translation I, No. 99, pp. 295-299. 

31. (Mir) Abu-I-Baqa Amir Khan, Text I, No. 31, pp. 172-17^; 

Translation I, No. 30, pp. 105, 106. 

32. A'zlni Khan Mir Muhammad Baqir, otherwise Iradat Khan 

Text I, No. 32, pp. 174-180; Translation I, No. 109, 
pp. 315-319. 

33. 1 ‘tiqad Khan Mirza Shalipiir, Text I, No. 33, pp. 180-182; 

Translation I, No. 293, pp. 210-212. 

34. Allah Yar Khan. Text I, No. 34, pp. 182-185; Translation I, 

No. 74, pp. 2io- 2 1 2. 

35. Ahmad Khan NiyazT, Text I, No. 35, pp. 185-188; Transla¬ 

tion I, No. 53, pp. 167, 168. 

36. Atish K. Habshi, Q, Text I, No. 36, pp. 188, 189; Transla¬ 

tion I. No. 105, p. 305. 

37. Allah Qull Khan Uzbeg, Text I, No. 37, pp. 189-191; 

Translation I, No. 72, pp. 208-210. 

38. Alif Khan Aman Beg, Text I, No. 38, pp. 191-194; 

Translation I, No. 70, pp. 204, 205. 

39. Ahmad Beg Khan, Text I, No. 39, pp. 194, 195; Transla¬ 

tion I, No. 47, pp. 155, 156. 

40. Uzbeg Beg Khan Nadhar Bahadur, Text I, No. 40, pp. 

195-198; Translation II, No. 696, pp. 970-972. 

41. Ikhlas Khan Shaikh Ilahdiya, Text I, No, 41, pp. 198, 199; 
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19. Hakim-ul-Mulk, Q, Text I, No. 168, pp. 599, 600; 
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2. (Rajah) Bihara Mai, Text II, No. 29, pp. 111*113; Transla¬ 
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